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PREFACE* 


TN  the  period  embraced  in  the  prefent  volume  the  fiat© 
of  preparation  and  expectation  is  defcribed  more 
than  the  courfe  of  public  aClion.  Great  Britain  being 
alone  at  war  with  France  and  her  allies,  exercifed,  with 
little  oppofition,  her  dominion  over  the  fea,  and  con¬ 
quered  colonies  at  her  difcretion,  while  France  threaten¬ 
ing  daily  vengeance  on  the  hoftile  country,  accumu¬ 
lated  a  force  which  was  doomed  to  languish  in  difgrace- 
ful  inaCiion.  This  plan  of  warfare  was  perfectly  con¬ 
genial  to  the  true  interefts  of  Great  Britain.  The 
enemy  having  no  employment  for  his  overgrown  mili¬ 
tary  force,  was  obliged  to  provoke  a  hoftile  fpirit  in 
other  nations,  by  daily  violations  of  all  public  law  ; 
while  Great  Britain,  freed  from  the  expence  of  allies, 
and  conducting  a  war  of  moderate  coft,  was  enabled 
to  reftrain  and  defy  a  force  before  which  all  Europe 
had  bowed.  But  again  ft  this  mode  of  warfare,  it 
was  not  difficult  to  raife  fpectous  objections,  and  to 
diftufe  a  defire  for  meaftifes  which  had  more  appear-? 
ance  of  vigour,  though  Ids  reality  of  ftrength.  Ac. 
cordingly,  the  principal  attacks  on  the  adminiftratioa 
were  directed  againft  the  conduCt  of  the  war,  and 
thefe  attacks,  aided  bv  feme  caufes  which  are  ftated  in 
the  courfe  of  the  hiftory  of  this  year,  at  length  gave  4 
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triumph  to  that  portion  of  the  oppofition  which  was  led 

/ 

by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  occafioned  a  partial  change  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  (try,  attended  with  a  cordial  union  of  the  parties  of 
Mr.  Fox  a!nd  Lord  Grenville,  in  a  new  oppofition. 

This  is  the  leading  event  in  domeftic  politics  in  1804, 
Abroad  we  have  had  to  record  the  violence,  injuftice, 
and  perfidy  of  the  Ruler  of  France ;  his  elevation  to  the 
imperial  dignity,  and  the  means  by  which  that  great 
change  was  operated.  Thefe  will  ftrongly  claim  the 
attention  of  the  reader. 

Another  fubject  of  vaft  importance,  is  the  war  in  In¬ 
dia,  fp  prudently  commenced,  and  fortunately  and  ho¬ 
nourably  condu&ed  and  terminated  by  the  Marquis 

i  -1 

'Vfellefley  and  his  brother.  Of  this,  a  fuccindt,  but  we 
truft,  clear  and  luminous  narrative  has  been  compiled 
from  the  be  ft  authorities. 

The  debates  in  Parliament,  comprefifed  as  much  as 
their  nature  would  allow,  and  the  general  domeftic  tran- 
factions  form  the  refidue  of  the  hiftory.  The  State 
Papers  and  feleCiions  contain  their  accuftomed  portion 
of  ufeful,  interefting,  and  curious  matter. 
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CHAP.  I* 

View  of  the  Affairs  of  India;  Origin  of  the  Mahratta  War;  Defcription  of 
the  ~Mahratta  Empire  ;  its  Divifon  ;  Account  of  the  different  Chiefs  who 
govern;  the  Rajah  of  S  attar  ah  ;  the  Peifhwah  ;  Bajee  Rao  ;  fefvoimt 
Rao  Holkar ;  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  ;  the  Rajah  of  Berar  ;  the  fiperior 
Authority  of  the  Peifhavah  ;  his  Alliance  with  the  Rritff  Government • 
Influence  of  Scindiah  over  the  Peijhwah  ;  Hofiility  of  Scindiah  to  the  Brit  iff? 
Government ;  particularly  difplayed  during  the  late  If  ar  with  Tippod 
Sultaun  ;  Military  Efahlifhment  projeffied  and  carried  into  Execution  by? 
Monf.  de  Boig?ie ;  his  Influence  over  Scindiah  ;  he  is  fucceeded  by  Monf 
Perron  ;  Jealoufy  of  Holkar;  he  alfo  gets  French  Officers  into  his  Army  ; 
thefe  Circumflances  not  in  th  emfelve  s  dangerous  to  the  Brit  iff,  Povrer  ; 
Efforts  of  the  Marquis  We  lief  ley  to  prevent  their  becoming  jo ;  Treaty 
With  the  Guvickwar  ;  projected  Alliance  with  the  Peifhwah  ;  counter  - 
acted  by  Scindiah  ;  Invafion  of  the  Peifhwah’ s  Territory  by  Holkar  ;  the 
Pejhwah  defeated ,  and  Poonah ,  his  Capital ,  taken;  Alliance  negotiated 
between  him  and  the  B ritflh ;  the  Governor  General  affmbles  an  Army  * 
Treaty  of  Baffin  executed  between  the  Peifhwah  and  the  Engliff  Govern « 
fnent  ;  General  W ellefley  marches  toward  Poonah  ;  is  joined  by  other 
Forces  ;  but  proceeds  with  only  a  part  of  his  Army  ;  recovers  Poonah $ 
and  reinjlates  the  Peifhwah.  Conduit  of  Scindiah;  he  collects  an. 
Army  ;  his  Duplicity  ;  refufes  to  explain  fame  egotirtions  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged  with  Holkar  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  ;  Preparations 
of  the  Britff  Government ;  the  Rajah  of  Berar  and  Scindiah  with  a 
combined  Force  threaten  the  Nizam’s  Dominions;  they  negotiate  with 
Holkar ,  and  flrive  to  detach  the  Nizam  and  the  Peifhwah  from  the 
Engliff  ;  Intelligence  of  thefe  Efforts  early  conveyed  to  the  Governor 
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General ;  ample  Powers  confided  te  General  Wellefley  ;  Correfpendetice 
with  the  Rajah  and  Scindiah  ;  their  evafive  Conduct  ;  critical  Siitta • 
tion  of  India  ;  Hews  of  the  French  Government  during  the  Peacei  de¬ 
tected  and  counteracted  hy  the  Marquis  of  Wellefley  ;  a  Campaign  planned 
on  a  very  extenjive  Scale  ;  Four  Armies  afifembled ;  their  Flan  of  Opera¬ 
tions;  Number  and  rapid  Equipment. 


IN  1  Bo 3,  India  was  the  fcene  of 
military  operations,  which  at 
firft  portended  refults  injurious  to 
the  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  but 
in  the  end,  through  the  vigilance 
and  firmnefs  of  the  Marquis  of  Wel¬ 
lefley,  and  the  valour  and  activity  of 
his  brother  and  the  other  officers 
who  led  he  Britifh  forces,  they 
produced  only  difappointment  to 
France,  through  whofe  intrigues 
hoftilities  had  been  fomented,  de¬ 
feat  to  the  powers  engaged  in  them, 
and  increased  fecurity  and  prof- 
perity  to  England. 

The  people  againft  whom  the 
arms  of  Great  Britain  were  thus 
called  into  exercife,  were  the 
Mahratfas,  of  wrhofe  empire,  go¬ 
vernment,  and  politics,  it  will 
Rot  be  improper  to  offer  a  flight 
account. 

The  empire  of  the  Mahrattas 
comprehends  all  the  weftern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  Deccan,  which  lie 
between  the  rivers  Narbudda  and 
Krifna ;  the  province  of  Berar  in 
the  interior,  that  of  Cuttack  on 
the  ealtern  coaft  of  the  pen  inful  a, 
and  the  whole  of  weftern  Hiru 
doftan,  excepting  hloulran,  the 
Punjab,  and  Sirhind.  Thefe  ex¬ 
tend  ve  territories  are  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  mountains  of  Se- 
walic,  which  feparate  them  from 
&irinagar  and  Caihmir;  on  the 
north-eaft  by  Rohilcund  and  Oude; 
on  the  eaft  by  the  Britifh  provinces 
of  Benares,  Babar,  Bengal,  part  of 
Oriffa,  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  the 


Northern  Sircars  ;  on  the  fouth  by 
the  dominions  of  the  Subahddr  of 
the  Deccan,  the  rivers  Krifna  and 
Tumbudra  ;  op  the  weft  by  that 
part  of  the  Indian  ocean  which  di¬ 
vides  India  from  Africa  ;  and  on 
the  north  weft  by  the  fandy  defer ts 
of  Moultan,  the  river  Surfootee, 
and  the  province  of  Sirhind.  The 
greateft  length  of  the  Mahratta 
dominions,  from  Delhi  in  the 
northern,  to  the  river  Tumbudra 
in  the  fouthern  extremity,  is  970 
Britifh  miles  ;  and  the  extreme 
breadth  from  eaft  to  weft,  where 
they  ft  retch  acrofs  the  peninfula, 
from  the  bay  of  Bengal  to  the  gulph 
of  Cambey,  is  900  Britifh  miles,. 
This  immenfe  tradl  of  country 
contains  the  provinces  of  Delhi, 
Agra,  part  of  Malwa,  Gujerat, 
Candeis,  Baglana,  Vifiapoor;  the. 
Konkau,  Berar,  Cuttack,  and 
part  of  Dowlatabad.  Of  thefe 
provinces,  Delhi,  Agra,  part  of 
Malwa,  Gujerat,  Candeis,  Bag¬ 
lana  and  Vifiapoor,  are  highly  fer¬ 
tile  and  populous,  yielding  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  fineft  grain,  thronged 
with  towns  and  villages,  and  en¬ 
riched  by  a  bufy  internal  com¬ 
merce.  The  other  provinces  of 
the  empire  are  not  only  lefs  pro¬ 
ductive,  but  much  lefs  favoured 
by  nature  for  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement,.  Lofty  ridges  of  moun¬ 
tains  and  vaft  fterile  vales,  fome- 
times  covered  with  wood,  form 
the  moll  prominent  features  of 
their  local  fcenery*  They  are 
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eonfequently  thinly  inhabited  ;  but 
the  people,  partaking  of  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  are  hardy,  rob uft,  and 
intrepid.  The  whole  population 
of  the  Mahratta  empire  may  be 
computed  at  about  forty  millions; 
it  is  compofed  of  different  nations, 
and  of  various  tribes,  of  whom 
nine-tenths  are  Hindoos,  and  the 
reft  Muffulmans.  The  nation  from 
whom  the  empire  derived  its  ori¬ 
gin  and  takes  its  name*  occupies 
the  province  of  Baglana,  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  Viftapoor,  and  the 
mountainous  diftricts  of  Dowla- 
tabad  and  Berar.  Thefe  parts  of 
the  country  formed  one  of  the 
grand  divifions  of  ancient  Hindof- 
tan,  defcribed  by  the  Hindoo  geo¬ 
graphers,  and  called  in  Vuranas , 
Maharaflra ;  by  which  name  its 
inhabitants  are  like  wife  defig- 
nated. 

The  Mahratta  empire  was  found¬ 
ed  toward  the  middle  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century,  by  Sevajee  the 
great  grandfon  of  Bhaugha  Bhoof- 
lah,  and  illegitimate  fon  (by  an 
obfcure  woman  of  a  tribe  called 
Bhooflah),  of  Rana  Bheem,  a  rana 
of  the  Rajpoot  ftate  of  Oudipoor, 
who  was  defcended  from  the  Ra¬ 
jahs  of  Chittore,  the  moft  ancient 
of  the  Hindoo  princes.  Baugha 
Bhooflah  affirmed  the  name  of  his 
mother’s  tribe,  which  has  fince 
that  period  continued  to  be  the  fa¬ 
mily  name  of  his  defcendapts,  the 
rajahs  of  Sattarah,  and  of  Berar. 
Succeeding  princes  of  this  line  ex¬ 
tended  their  territory  and  power 
until  it  affumed  the  limits  above 
defcribed.  They  ©ver-ran  and 
plundered  almoft  every  part  of 
Hindoftanr  excepting  Bengal,  ex¬ 
tended  their  territories  from  the 
wellern  fea  to  Oriffa,  and  from 
Agra  to  the  Carnatic,  forming  a 
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tradl  of  near  one  thoufand  miles 
long,  by  feven  hundred  wide,  and 
including;  fome  of  the  richeft  and 
moft  fertile  provinces  of  the  pe- 
ninfula  of  India.  The  capital  of 
the  empire  was  eftablifhed  at  Sat¬ 
tarah,  a  Ibitrefs  fituated  about 
fifty  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Poonah, 
and  near  the  eighteenth  degree  of 
north  latitude. 

The  defendants  of  Sevajee  have 
fince  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  title 
of  Rajahs  of  Sattarah,  but  their 
power  has  been  materially  di~ 
minifhed.  In  the  reign  of  Sahojee, 
who  died  in  2740,  Bailajee  Bifh- 
wanaut,  his  peifhwah,  or  miniftei*, 
gained  fuch  an  afcendancy,  that  to 
him  was  delegated  the  exercife  of 
all  authority  and  power  in  the 
ftate.  All  orders,  and  every  de¬ 
tail  of  government,  iffued  imme- 
diately  ijrom  the  peifnwah,  who 
received  from  the  rajah  the  title  of 
mookh  perdhaun,  or  chief  civil 
minifter.  This  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  has  fubfifted  to  the  prefent 
period ;  and  on  the  death  of  a 
peifhwah,  his  fucceffor  is  inverted 
by  the  rajah  of  Sattarah  With  the 
enfigns  of  office.  In  the  follow¬ 
ing  reign,  the  fame  fyftem  being 
continued  und'"r  another  peifhwah, 
Ragojee  Bhooflah,  the  anceftor  off 
the  prefent  rajah  of  Berar,  who 
was  the  buikfhi  ot  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces,  and,  as  fuch, 
held  the  province  of  Bear  in  fag* 
heer,  proceeded  to  Berar,  *  and 
there  eftablifhed  an  independent 
government.  It:  appears,  hchv- 
C-ver,  that  he  continued  r0  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  fupremacy  of  the  rajah 
of  Sattarah,  and  the  authority  of 
the  office  of  Peifhwah,  as  the  civil 
executive  authority  of  the  ftate. 

This  violent  partition  of  the 
empire  by  its  principal  ftunifters, 
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encouraged  the  u  fur  pat  ion  of 
others,  fo  that  in*  a  few  years  the 
fiate,  from  an  abfoiute  monarchy, 
(as  eftabllftied  by  Scvajee)  be. 
came  a  mere  confederacy  of  chiefs, 
the  principal  of  whom  are  the 
peifhwah,  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and 
the  families  of  Scindiah,  Holkar, 
and  the  Guikwar,  and  there  are 
fome  jagheerdars  and  chieftains  of 
inferior  note,  to  the  fouthward  of 
Poona  he  The,  family  of  Scindiah 
dial) Hfned  themfelves- '  in  Malwa 
and  Candeifh,  and  afterward  ex¬ 
tended  their  conqueft  over  a  great 
part  of  the  raj  poo  t  principalities, 
and  of  the  northern  parts  of  Rin- 
dofhan.  The  larged  part  of  Guy- 
era  t  was  feized  by  the  Guikwar 
family,  while  the  Holkar  family 
eftablifhed  themfelves  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  province  of  Malwa, 
which  did  not  belong  to  the  fa- 
smiles  of  the  Peiftiwah  and  of 
Scindiah. 

A1  thou  oh  the  chieftains,  enu- 
merated  in  the  preceding  para¬ 
graph,  are  independent  of  each 
other,  they  all  acknowledge  the 
office  of  peifhwah,  to  be  the  pro¬ 
per  executive  authority  of  the 
Mahratta  empire,  and  admit  the 
fupremacy  of  the’ raj  ah  of  Sattarah. 
Since  the  acceffipn  of  Bajee  Rao, 
(the  fir  ft  peiftiwah)  however,  the 
rajah  of  Sattarah  has  never  been  a 
party  to  any  public  ads  or  al_ 
Ranees.;  and  foreign  ft ates,  finding 
the  peifhwah  in  poffeffion  of  the 
executive  power  and  authority, 
have  in  all  tranfadtions  of  the  Mah¬ 
ratta  fate,  treated  with  him  as 
the  legitimate  head  of  the  empire. 

The  defeendants  of  Sevajee, 
however,  are  Rill  treated  with  at¬ 
tention  and  refpedL  Ro  peiftiwah 
can  enter  upon  the  execution  of  his 
office  without  receiving  a  drefs  of 


honour  from  the  rajah  of  Sattarah* 
When  the  peifhwah  takes  the  field 
in  perfon,  he  rnuft  previoiuly  re¬ 
ceive  an  audience  of  leave  from 
the  rajah  of  Sattarah.  The  coun¬ 
try  in  the  vicinity  of  Sattarah  en¬ 
joys  an  exemption  from  military 
depredations  of  all  kinds,  and 
whenever  any  chief  enters  this 
diftrid,  all  the  enfigns  of  power 
and  command  are  laid  afide,  and 
the  nagara,  or  great  drum  of  the 
empire,  ceafes  to  beat.  Thefe 
marks  of  refped  alone  diftinguifh 
the  condition  of  the  nominal  fove- 
reign  of  the  Mahratta  empire  from 
that  of  a  prifoner  of  date.  The 
rajah  of  Sattarah  has  long  been 
confined .  in  the  fortrefs  of  that 
name  upon  a  contraded  allow¬ 
ance. 

Bajee  Rao,  the  prefent  peifti¬ 
wah,  is  the  eldeft  fon  of  Rago- 
naut  Rao,  better  known  by  the 
name  of  Ragobah,  who  in  1773 
a  ffiaflin  a  ted  his  nephew  N  a  rain 
Rao,  but  the  woman  of  Narain 
being  delivered  of  a  ooft  humous 
ion,  that  prince  named  Sevajee. 
Madhoo  Rao,  afeended  the  muf- 
nud,  and  reigned  till  the  year 
1799,  keeping  the  fon,s  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  murderer  prifoners  in  the 
fort  of  Juneer  near  Poonah. 

On  the  death  of  Madhoo  Rao, 
Chimnajee  Appa,  the  younger  fon 
ol  Ragobah,  was  raifed  to  the 
mufnud,  but  was  afterward  de- 
pofed,  and  fucceeded  by  his  elder 
brother  Bajee  Rao,,  whole  reign  du¬ 
ring  the  term  of  fix  years  was  molt 
calamitous.  He  was,  in  the  firlt 
Inftanee,  deprived  by  the  violence 
and  ambition  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin¬ 
diah  oi  the  due  exercife  of  his  au¬ 
thority,  and  kept  in  a  Bate  of  the 
utmoft  degradation  and  reft  rain  r, 
and  afterward  deoofed  and  com- 
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felled  by  Jefwunt  Rao  Holkar, 
JOd.  25,  1802,)  to  abandon  his 
-capital,  and  take  refuge  in  the 
Britifh  territories ;  until  by  the 
treaty  of  Bafiein  he  was  reltored 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  rights 
and  legitimate  power  on  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  fup, port  of  the  Britifh 
government, 

Jefwunt  Rao  Holkar  is  an  ille¬ 
gitimate  male  fon  of  Tucko- 
jee  Holkar,  who  diedin  1797.  The 
capital  of  the  Holkar  territories 
in  Malwa  was  eftablifhed  at  In¬ 
dore,  a  city  about  thirty  miles 
fo  nth  eaft  of  Ougein.  The  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  Holkar  family,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  commencement  of 
the  diflurbances  in  the  province 
of  Malwa,  which  are  foon  to 
be  related,  were  eftimated  at 
eighty  lacks  of  rupees,  or  about 
one  million  fterling.  Sometime 
before  the  death  of  Tuckojee  Hol¬ 
kar,  that  chief  obtained  from  the 
peifhwah  a  khelaut*  of  invefti- 
ture  for  his  eldeft  fon  Cafhy  Rao 
Holkar,  as  legitimate  fucceiToi  to 
the  territorial  polled! ons  of  the 
Holkar  family.  A  jngheer,  to 
the  annual  amount  of  ten  lacks  of 
rupees,  was  however  fettled  on 
Tuckojee’s  younger  legitimate  fon 
IVIulhar  Rao:  but  no  provision 
was  made  for  the  illegitimate 
children,  Jefwunt  Rao  and  Eitho- 
jee,  who  were  left  entirely  de¬ 
pendent  on  Cafhy  Rao  Holkar. 
Difputes  between  the  legitimate 
brothers  having  thrown  them  into 
the  power  of  Dowlut  P*ao  Scin- 
diah,  who  ufurped  the  power  of 
peifhwah,  and  the  illegitimate 
brothers  having  efpoufed  the  caufe 
<of  the  younger  brother,  a  feries  of 
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contefts  enfued,  in  which  one  legi¬ 
timate  and  one  illegitimate  fon  of 
Tuckojee  loft  their  lives,  and  after 
many  reverfes  and  perils,  Jefwunt 
Rao  Holkar  acquired  fufticient 
power  to  plan  the  depofition  of  the 
peifhwah  himfelf,  and  to  hope  that 
bv  force  he  fhould  effed  it.  With 

j 

thefe  views,  toward  the  middle  of 
the  year  1802,  Jefwunt  Rao  Hol¬ 
kar  proceeded  with  a  large  force  to¬ 
wards  Poonah.  Scindiah  had  been 
compelled  (in  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember  1  800,  by  HolkaEs  hoftile 
movements)  to  quit  Poonah  for  the 
prote&ion  of  his  poffeffions  in  Mal¬ 
wa,  and  was  at  Ougein  when  Hol¬ 
kar  commenced  his  march  toward 
Poonah,  Being  fenfible  however 
of  the  danger  to  which  he  was  ex- 
pofed  by  Holkar’s  movement, 
Scindiah  detached  a  force  under 
the  command  of  Suddafheo  Show, 
which  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Poonah  at  the  dole  of  the  month  of 
September,  and  afterward  effected 
a  junction  with  the  troops  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  peifhwah.  A  ge-  Q 
neral  adion  enfued,  in  which  1  ^°2* 
Suddafheo  Bho  was  entirely  ^ 
defeated,  and  Jefwunt  Rao  L* 
Holkar  became  mafter  of  the  city 
of  Poonah,  and  of  the  peifhvvah’s 
government. 

Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  whofe 
violence,  rapacity,  and  iawlefs  am¬ 
bition,  were  the  main  cauffs  of  the 
war  with  the  confederate  Mah- 
ratta  chiefs,  defcended  from  Ra- 
nojee  Scindiah,  who  firft  obtained 
a  portion  ol  the  province  of  Mal¬ 
wa,  and  in  March  1794*  fuc- 
ceeded  his  uncle  Madhajee  Scin¬ 
diah,  who  died  without  male 
iffue. 


*  Khelaut  is  a  drefs  of  hononr,  conferred  by  a  fuperior  or  an  inferior,  {'ccaften 
.of acceffion.  to  office,  or  as  a  mark  of  honour.  , 
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The  Rajah  of  Berar  was  Rago- 
jee  Bhooflah,  who  attained  that 
dignity  on  the  death  of  his  father 
in  1788, 

The  power  of  the  peifhwah  hav¬ 
ing,  for  many  y  ears,  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  the  Mahratta  and 
other  (rates  of  India,  to  be  the 
conftitutional  reprefentative  of  the 
fovereign  executive  authority  of 
the  Mahratta  empire,  and  the 
principal  chieftains  having  been 
confidered  oftenfibly  as  the  fubjects 
and  officers  of  the  peifhwah,  the 
Britifh  government  concluded  its 
general  treaties  with  the  Mahrattas 
through  the  authority  of  the  peifh¬ 
wah  ;  jmd,  although  in  fome  of 
thofe  engagements,  individuals 
have  been  admitted  to  aft  as  gua¬ 
rantees,  the  independent  right  of 
the  peifhwah  to  conclude  treaties 
with  any  power  in  India,  was  never 
denied  ;  nor  was  it  ever  attempted 
to  affert  a  claim  on  the  part  of  any 
of  the  chieftains,  to  limit  the  in¬ 
dependent  right  of  the  peifhwah  to 
form  treaties  and  alliances  without 
the  advice  or  confent  of  any  chief¬ 
tain  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  al¬ 
though  thofe  chieftains  have  a 
right  of  concluding  feparate  trea¬ 
ties  and  alliances  for  themfel  ves. 

Many  infiances  had  recently  oc¬ 
curred,  to  prove  that  the  refpec- 
tive  authorities  of  thefe  chiefs  were 
thus -regarded,  Thus  in  1790,  the 
treaty  of  Poonah  was  negotiated  by 
Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  peifh¬ 
wah*  without  reference  to  any  of 
the  fubordinate  chieftains.  In 
fad!:,  Scindiah  and  the  rajah  of 
Berar  were  known  to  be  adverfe 
to  the  treaty.  At  the  conclufion 
of  that  war  in  1792,  the  peifhwah 
was  a  party  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
at  Seringapatam ;  and  in  the  d?? 
pifiofl  therefore  of  Tippoo  Sul- 


taun’s  territory,  and  of  his  trea_ 
fure,  obtained  a  confiderable  accef- 
fion  to  his  hereditary  dominions, 
and  a  large  fum  of  money,  without 
the  advice,  confent,  or  partici- 
pation  of  any  fubordinate  chieftain 
of  the  Mahratta  empire;  and  in 
like  manner  a  negociation  was 
conducted  by  Lord  Cornwallis  in 

1 793- 

Some  of  thefe  chieftains,  how¬ 
ever,  appear  to  have  confidered 
the  alliance  between  the  Britifh 
government  and  the  peifhwah  to 
be  adverfe  to  their  interetls  ;  and 
viewed  with  jealoufy  a  combina¬ 
tion,  the  vigour  and  efficacy  of 
which  muff  always  have  oppofed 
obftacles  to  any  invafion  of  the  le¬ 
gitimate  authority  of  the  peifh¬ 
wah. 

During  the  period  which  elapfed 
between  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
of  Seringapatam  in  1792,  and  the 
commencement  of  Lord  Wellelley’s 
adminiftration  in  India,  in  May 
1798,  the  rapacity  and  ambition 
of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  had  im¬ 
paired  the  authority  of  the  peifh-> 
wall  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  have 
fruflrated  every  benefit  which  Lord 
Cornwallis  intended  to  fecure  to 
the  Britifh  interefts  by  the  alliance 
with  the  peifhwah.  He  had  abfo- 
lutely  ufurped  the  government  of 
Poonah,  and  had  eftablifhed  him- 
fe If  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city 
with  a  powerful  army,  the  regu¬ 
lar  infantry  and  artillery  of  which 
had  been  difciplined,  and  were 
then  commanded  principally  by 
French  officers. 

When  Lord  Welled  ey,.  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1798,  required 
the  peifhwah,  in  confequence  of 
Tippoo  Sultaurfs  aggrcffion,  to 
fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  fubfifl- 
ing  defenhye  alliance  againft  My- 

forey 
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Core,  the  juft  ice  of  that  demand 
was  deemed  irrefiftible,  even  by 
the  perverfe  counfels  of  Poonah 
under  the  undue  influence  ofDow- 
lut  Rao  Scindiah.  The  peiih- 
wah’s  minifters  therefore  ofteniibly 
acquiefced  in  the.  demand;  and 
that  experienced  ftatefman  Nana 
Furnavees,  who  was  then  verging 
to  the  clofe  of  his  career,  would 
certainly  have  fulfilled  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  alliance,  had  not  the 
wifdorn  of  his  advice  been  over¬ 
borne  by  the  violence  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah. 

Under  this  predominating  in¬ 
fluence,  notwithftanding  the  ac- 
quiefcence  of  the  court  of  Poonah 
in  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the 
war  againft  Tippoo  Sultaun  in 
1798  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
peifhwah’s  declaration  of  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  co-operate  in  that  war,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  terms  of  the  fubflft- 
ing  alliance,  the  Mahrattas  not 
only  afforded  no  afliftance  to  the 
Britifh  government  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  war,  which  termi¬ 
nated  on  the  4th  of  May  1799, 
but  actually  maintained  a  fecret  and 
treacherous  correfpondence  with 
Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  his  minifters 
and  officers,  down  to  the  period  of 
the  fall  of  Seringapatam;  and  even 
after  that  memorable  event,  the 
emiflaries  of  the  Mahratta  govern¬ 
ment  (under  the  domination  of 
Scindiah,  who  then  governed  the 
durbar  of  Poonah)  attempted  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  family  and  remaining  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  deceafed  Sultaun  to  re¬ 
fill:  the  fettlement  of  My  fore. 

Notwithftanding  the  entire  fai¬ 
lure  of  the  peifhwah  in  difeharging 
the  obligations  of  public  faith  to 
the  Britifh  government,  under  the 
alliance  concluded  by  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  with  the  Mahratta  power, 


Lord  Wellefley  in  dividing  Tippoo 
Sultaun's  dominions  in  the  year 
1799,  offered  a  conflderable  fhare 
of  territory  to  the  peifhwah.  The 
governor  general,  however,  an¬ 
nexed  to  this  liberal  grant,  condi¬ 
tions  calculated  to  revive  the  alli¬ 
ance  with  the  peifhwah  on  a  fecure 
bails'.  The  peifhwah,  therefore, 
was  induced  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scin¬ 
diah,  to  reject  the  proffered  grant  ; 
and  confequently,  the  territory 
which  had  been  deftined  for  the 
Mahrattas,  was  divided  among 
the  remaining  allies,  the  nizam 
and  the  Britifh  government. 

Propofltions  of  the  moft  ami¬ 
cable  nature,  were  at  the  fame 
time  offered  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scin¬ 
diah  :  but  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  moft  efficient  part  of  his 
military  power  was  under  the  com¬ 
mand  and  influence  of  French  ad¬ 
venturers,  his  rejection  of  all 
friendly  overtures  from  the  Britift* 
government  may  be  eafily  ac«« 
counted  for. 

The  military  eftablifhment  to 
which  Scindiah  was  indebted  for 
the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprizes.  was 
planned,  formed,  and  difoiplined 
by  M.  de  Boigne,  a  native  of 
Savoy,  who  entered  his  fervice  in 
17S4. 

This  eftablifhment  at  firft  con¬ 
fided  of  eighteen  battalions  of  re¬ 
gular  infantry,  formed  into  bri¬ 
gades,  officered  by  European  ad¬ 
venturers,  chiefly' Frenchmen,  and 
attended  by  a  train  of  well  ap¬ 
pointed  artillery,  and  a  body  of 
cavalry,  difoiplined  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  fyftem.  Of  this  army  De 
Boigne  obtained  the  command, 
together  with  the  afiignment  of 
the  revenues  of  feveral  valuable 
diftriCts  in  the  conquered  p;". 
vinces,  for  its  fupport*  Thefe  re* 
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venues  amounted  to  1,6325000!. 
Ilerling  ;  which  enabled  De  Boigne 
to  pay  his  army  with  a  regularity 
and  exadnefs  before  unknown  in 
the  fervice  of  an  Afiatic  prince  ; 
and  fuch  was  the  confidence  re- 
pofed  by  Mahajee  in  his  European 
general,  that  he  allowed  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  Jeidad,  (the  Perlic 
name  of  this  military  alignment,) 
to  be  collected  by  De  Boigne’s 
officers ;  and,  as  a  reward  for  his 
eminent  fervices,  he  granted  him  a 
valuable  Jagheer,  that  is,  an  align¬ 
ment  of  the  revenues  of  certain 
diflrids,  for  his  perfonal  ufe.  In 
addition  to  the  power  which  he 
derived  from  thefe  grants,  he  had 
the  foie  command  of  the  conquered 
provinces,  and  had,  confequently, 
Included  in  his  charge  the  city  of 
Delhi,  (the  capital  of  the  Mogul 
empire,)  and  the  perfon  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  emperor.  He  derived 
further  authority  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  Mahajee  having  in¬ 
duced  the  emperor  to  conftitute 
the  peifhwah  his  Vakeelal-Mutu- 
luk,  or  regent  of  the  empire,  and 
to  appoint  him  his  deputy  ;  fo 
that,  by  thefe  means,  the  affairs 
of  the  provinces  adually  con¬ 
quered  from  the  Mogul,  were  dill 
adminidercd  in  his  name.  De 
JBoigne’s  army  was  called  the  im¬ 
perial  army,  and  himfelf  a  fervant 
and  fubjed  of  the  Emperor. 
Hence  de  Boigne,  in  fad,  pofieffed 
much  of  the  power  and  authority 
of  a  fovereign  prince,  which  the 
death  of  Mahajee,  in  1794,  tended 
to  d lengthen,  and  he  afterward 
exercifed,  with  a  very  abfolute 
fway,  and  with  little  reference  to 
fils  mader  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

Before  his  return  to  Europe,  in 
1798,  he  conftruded  a  foundery, 
for  the  cading  of  iron,  cannon,  in- 


creafed  his  artillery  to  the  number 
of  120  pieces  of  iron,  and  upward 
of  1 50  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance, 
augmented  his  regular  infantry  to 
the  number  of  38,000,  and  his 
cavalry  to  8,000,  and  he  retained 
in  his  fervice  above  300  Euro¬ 
peans,  of  whom  about  thirty  were 
Britilh  fubjeds,  and  the  remainder 
French,  Germans,  andSwlfs.  Upon 
his  refignation,  he  was  fucceeded 
in  his  military  command,  autho¬ 
rity,  and  titles,  by  Monf.  Perron, 
a  fubjed  and  native  of  France; 
poffeffmg  every  patriotic  feeling 
and  prejudice,  and  endowed  with 
condderable  military  talents  and 
knowledge.  To  this  officer,  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  entirely  confided  the 
government  of  his  northern  pro¬ 
vinces,  whilft  he  himfelf  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  politics  of  the 
Deccan,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  that  afcendancy  at  the  court  ot 
Poonah,  which  his  predeceffor  had 
fo  effedually  gained.  In  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  afcendancy,  it  was 
manifeftly  the  main  principle  of 
his  policy  to  obftrud  the  interefU 
and  views  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment,  by  all  fecret  means,  and 
to  encourage  the  introdudion  of 
French  officers,  both  into  his  own 
army,  and  that  of  the  Peifhwah. 

The  abfolute  control  and  direc. 
tion  of  the  councils  of  Poonah, 
was  viewed  by  Holkar  with  a 
jealous  animofity,  which  his  ina¬ 
bility  at  that  time  to  prevent  it, 
ferved  to  embitter  and  increafe. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  put  his  army 
on  a  footing  that  might  enable  it 
to  contend  with  Scindiah,  in  th$ 
Deccan,  or  at  lead  bear  fome  pro¬ 
portion  to  his  vail  military  efta- 
biifhment ;  Holkar,  likewifc,  fought 
eagerly  for  European  officers  to 
discipline  and  lead  his  troops;  and, 
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g$  there  always  was  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  itinerant  adventurers  from 
France  than  any  other  country  in 
Europe,  that  found  their  way  to 
India,  it  confequently  happened, 
that  three-fourths  of  the  Europeans 
introduced  into  his  fervice,  were 
Frenchmen.  Thus  the  infantry 
eftabliihments  of  all  the  Mah- 
ratta  dates,  excepting  thofe  of 
Bhooufla  and  the  Guikwar,  were, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1796, 
principally  officered  by  Europeans, 
of  whom  '  hree-iourths  werefubjefts 
and  natives  of  France  ;  whiiit,  at 
the  fame  moment,  Tippoo  Sultan n, 
the  irreconcilable  enemy  of  the 
Englifh  name,  was  aftuaily  form¬ 
ing,  in  coniunftion  with  France,  a 
eomprehenfive  plan  for  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the.  Britifh  empire  in 
Jndia  ;  and  the  T  zara  of  the  Dec- 
can,  a  prince  of  feme  power,  and 
confiderable  authority  in  the  Pe- 
pinfula,  was  under  the  controul  of 
the  French  officers,  whom  he  too 
had  retained  in  his  fervice,  who 
were  then  in  the  command  of 
14,000  well  difciplined  MuiTuL 
tnan  infantry,  and  who  were  on 
the  point  of  erefting  the  French 
(Undard  at  Hydrabad. 

But  notwithflanding  the  in¬ 
trigues  and  violence  of  Scindiah, 
which  had  fuperfeded  all  the  efforts 
of  Lord  Cornwallis’s,  alliance,  and 
the  improved  Bate  of  the  army 
under  his  orders,  the  deBruftion 
of  the  hoBile  power  of  My  fore, 
accompanied  by  the  confolidation 
of  our  alliances  with  the  court  of 
Hyderabad,  had  left  no  antagonist 
to  the  Britifh  government  among 
the  native  Bates  in  India,  except¬ 
ing  the  Mahratta  power.  Thefe 
Bates,  unconneftcd.  with  any  Euro¬ 
pean  ally,  could  never  become 
formidable,  excepting  in  the  event 
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of  an  aftual  union  of  the  feudal  chiefs 
of  the  empire,  under  an  efficient 
fovereign  power,  or  in  the  event  of 
a  revolution,  which  fhould  unite 
the  command  of  the  refources  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  Mahratta  ter¬ 
ritories  in  the  hands  of  an  aftive 
and  enterprizing:  chief.  Such 
events,  however  robe  deprecated, 
might  have  been  encountered,  with¬ 
out  apprehenfion,  by  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  in  the  commanding  po¬ 
rtion  of  its  foreign  relations,  and 
in  the  vigorous  condition  of  its 
internal  refources,  and  concentrated 
fcrength. 

But  it  was  obvioufly  prudent  to 
employ  every  endeavour  to  effeft 
fuch  an  arrangement  as  fhould  pre¬ 
clude  the  union  of  the  Mahratta 
Bales  under  any  circumBanc.es 
which  might  menace  interruption 
to  the  tranquillity  of  our  poffefiions, 
or  of  thofe  of  our  allies.  With 
this  view,  it  appeared  to  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  receive  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  general  defenfive  fyf- 
tem,  of  which  the  foundation  was 
laid  by  the  treaty  with  the  nizain 
concluded  in  1800,  fuch  of  the 
Mahratta  Bates  as  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  enter  into  fubfidiary  en¬ 
gagements  with  the  Britifh  g 
government.  On  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  a  treaty  was  concluded  with 
the  Guikwar,  the  operation  of 
which  attached  that  Bate  to  the 
company,  and  fecured  to  them  a 
valuable  and  important  territorial 
eBablifhment  in  the  maritime  pro¬ 
vince  of  Guzerat.  The  molt  ef- 
feftual  arrangement,  however,  for 
fecuring  the  Britifh  government 
againB  any  danger  from  the  Mah- 
rattas,  appeared  to  be  an  intimate 
alliance  with  the  acknowledged 
fovereign  power  of  that  empire, 
founded  upon  principles  which 

fhould 
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Oiould  render  the  Britifh  influence 
and  military  force  his  main  fup*- 
port.  Such  an  arrangement  ap¬ 
peared  to  afford  the  beft  fecurity 
for  preferving  a  due  balance  be¬ 
tween  the  feveral  ftates  conflituting 
the  confederacy  of  the  Mahratta 
empire,  as  well  as  for  preventing 
any  dangerous  union  or  diverfion 
of  the  refources  of  that  empire.  It 
has  always  been  a  principal  objeCt 
of  the  Britifh  government  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  fovereign  power  of  the 
Mahratta  Hate,  or  the  power  of 
any  great  branch  of  the  Mahratta 
empire,  from  palling  into  the  hands 
of  France.  While  the  views  of 
France  fhall  be  directed  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  its  authority 
within  the  peninfula  of  Hindoftan, 
it  is  manifestly  the  policy  of  Bri¬ 
tain  to  accomplifh  fuch  a  fyftem  of 
alliances  with  the  powers  of  India, 
as  may  preclude  the  occurrence  of 
thofe  internal  convulfions  which 
would  afford  to  France  the  moil 
favourable  opportunity  of  effecting 
her  ambitious  purpofe. 

The  endeavours  of  the  governor 
general  had  therefore  been  em¬ 
ployed,  for  forne  years  paft,  to 
eftablifh,  between  the  peifhwah 
and  the  Britifh  government,  fuch 
'  a  connexion  as  might  fecure  the 
liability'  and  efficiency  of  the 
peifhwah’s  authority,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Britifn  power, 
without  injury  to  the  rights  of 
the  feudatory  chieftains  of  the 
Mahratta  empire ;  and  had  the 
peifhwah  affected  to  the  moderate 
and  falutary  propofitions  which 
were  offered  to  his  acceptance,  he 
would  not  have  been  expofed  to  the 
difaflrous  event  already  alluded  to, 
which  took  place  in  October  1802. 

Before  this  time  every  endeavour 
had  been  made  by  direction  of  the 


governor-general  to  induce  the 
peifhwah  to  conclude  a  general 
treaty  of  alliance  with  him,  but 
although  preffed  by  the  enterprife 
and  fucceffes  of  Holkar,  and  al¬ 
though  he  felt  confiderable  anxiety 
to  contraCt  engagements  with  the 
Britifh  government,  ftill  the  aO 
cendancy  which  Scindiah,  although 
abfent,  continued  to  maintain  over 
the  counfels  of  the  peifhwah,  and 
the  habitual  irrefolution  of  a  Mah¬ 
ratta,  made  him  withhold  his  con- 
fent  to  any  admiiTible  modification 
of  the  governor-general’s  propo¬ 
fitions,  until  Holkar  adlually  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  head  of  large  army 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poonah. 
The  combined  army  of  the  peifh¬ 
wah  and  of  Scindiah  having  march, 
ed  from  Poonah  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Shuddafheo  Bhow,  jgoX 
for  the  purpofe  of  encounter-  , 
ing  Holkar’ s  force,  the  two 
armies  engaged  ;  and  on  the 
fame  day  the  peifhwah"  fent  his 
minifter  to  the  Britifh  refldent 
with  a  paper,  defiring  the  eftab. 
lifliment  01  a  fubfidiary  force  of 
fix  battalions  of  fepoys,  with  the 
ufual  quantity  of  artillery,  and 
conveying  a  funnud  (or  grant)  for 
territory  to  the  annual  amount  of 
twenty- five  lacks  of  rupees,  pro. 
pofcd  to  be  ceded  in  perpetuity  to 
the  company,  for  the  payment  of 
that  force.  The  minifter,  at  the 
fame  time,  allured  the  refldent  of 
the  peifhwah’s  earned  defire  that  a 
general  defenfive  alliance  fhould  be 
concluded  and  carried  into  effeCl, 
at  the  earlieft  practicable  period, 
between  him  and  the  company,  on 
the  principles  of  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  at  Hyderabad  in  OCtobejr 
1800.  No  reafon  exifted  to  war¬ 
rant  a  doubt  of  the  peifhwah’s  fm- 
cerity  to  the  extent  compatible 

with 
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with  the  timidity  of  bis  charac¬ 
ter.  His  Highnefs  might  be 
deemed  to  be  indifferent  to  the 
fuccefs  of  either  contending  party, 
and  to  be  equally  menaced  by  the 
usurpation  ot  Seindiah  and 'by  that 
of  Holkar.  The  approach  of  Hel- 
kar,  however,  relieved  him  from 
anv  immediate  fear  of  Seindiah, 
and  left  him  at  liberty  to  embrace 
the  Britifh  protection. 

The  governor  general  ratified 
this  engagement  on  che  day  on 
which  he  received  it,  and  (ignified 
to  the  peifhwah  his  determination 
to  employ  every  effort  of  the 
Britifh  power  for  the  reftoration  of 
his  juft  authority.  With  a  view 
to  include  the  feveral  branches  of 
the  Mahratta  empire  in  the  pro- 
pofed  general  alliance,  the  gover¬ 
nor  general  availed  himfelf  of  this 
opportunity  to  renew  his  invitation 
to  Dow  hit  Rao  Seindiah,  to  par¬ 
take  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  pro- 
pofed  to  be  concluded  with  the 
peifhwah,  and  accordingly  directed 
Colonel  Collins  to  proceed  from 
Futty  Ghur  to  Scindiah’s  camp, 
for  the  purpofe  of  propofing  terms. 

The  engagement  between  the 
combined  army  of  the  peifhwah 
and  Seindiah,  and  that  commanded 
by  Holkar,  terminated  in  the  to¬ 
tal  defeat  of  the  former,  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs.  After  the  action, 
the  peifhwah  retired  with  an  in- 
eonfiderable  body  of  cavalry  to  a 
fortrefs  in  the  vicinity  of  Poonah, 
whence  he  profecuted  his  march 
toward  the  Cokan. 

Difappointed  in  his  hope  of  fe- 
curing  tiie  perfon  of  the  peifhwah, 
Holkar  compelled  Amrut  Rao, 
the  adopted  fon  of  the  peifhwah's 
father,  to  repair  to  Poonah,  and 
eftablifh  a  plan  of  government 
conformable  to  the  views  of  the 
conqueror* 


Although  the  treaty  propofed  by 
the  Marquis  of  Wellefley  had  not 
been  concluded,  the  Britifh  gover¬ 
nor  did  not  view  thefe  events  with 
indifference,  or  fuffer  them  to  pafs 
without  an  effort.  It  was  deemed 
indifpenfable  to  affemble  a  con- 
fiderable  ar  my  of  obfervation  on 
the  frontier  of  the  Mahratta  terri¬ 
tories,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  Britifh  provinces,  and  thofe  of 
onr  allies  the  nizam  and  the  rajah 
of  My  fore  againft  the  attack  of 
the  chiefs  at  Poonah,  as  well  as  of 
repelling  the  predatory  incurfion  of 
any  vagrant  freebooter,  whom  the 
iffue  of  the  conteft  might  compel 
to  feek  fubfiftence  in  the  Britifh  do- 
minions,  or  in  thofe  of  our  allies. 
Thefe  important  considerations, 
combined  with  the  application 
made  to  the  governor  of  Fort  St. 
George  by  the  refdent  at  Poonah, 

aHine  under  the  orders  of  n 
,  &  .  1802 

tne  governor  general,  in-  ^ 

duced  Lord  Clive,  without 
waiting  the  arrival  of  direH  in- 
druHions  from  the  governor  ge¬ 
neral,  to  affemble  a  confiderable 
force  at  Hurruyhur,  on  the  north- 
wedern  frontier  of  Myfore,  con¬ 
fiding  of  near  19,000  men,  with 
800  pioneers,  and  563  gun  laf- 
cars;  with  4  iron  1  2,  and  4  iron  18 
pounders;  40  field  pieces,  12 
galloper  guns,  and  four  howitzers. 
The  governor  of  Bombay  purfued 
the  fame  wife  and  falutary  courfe 
of  vigilance  and  precaution,  by- 
preparing  for  immediate  fervice 
the  difpofeable  force  at  that  prefi- 
dency.  A  confiderable  detachment 
of  the  fubfidiary  force  at  Hyde¬ 
rabad  was  alfo  ordered,  by  the  re- 
fident  at  that  court,  to  be  prepared 
for  eventual  fervice  in  the  field,  in 
conformity  to  a  requifmon  for 
that  purpofe  from  the  refident  at 
Poonah, 

During 


¥■ 
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!>uring  thefe  tranfaftions,  Hol_ 
kar  and  Amrut  Rao  profeffed 
great  anxiety  to  prefer  ve  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  the  Britifh  government, 
and  Scindiah  and  the  peifhwah  fo~ 
iieited  the  continuance  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  general's  efteero,  and  that 
he  would  aft  in  concert  with 
Scindiah  during  the  exiding  crifis 
of  affairs  at  Poonah,  Lieutenant 


Colonel  Clofe,  the  Britifh  redden  t, 
having,  with  difficulty,  obtained 
penniffion  to  depart,  left  Poonah 
in  the  hands  of  rebels  and 
p,  “  ufurpers,  and  arrived  at 
'Jec  ‘3‘  Bombay;  Shortly  after- 
|6th.  ward  the  peifhwah,  who 
had  embarked  from  Seven- 
droog  under  convoy  of  the  Hercu¬ 
lean,  arrived  at  Baffein,  attended 
by  a  fmall  effort  of  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  followers.  His 
Highnefs  was  immediately  waited 
©pon  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clofe, 
n  and  after  much  difcuffion  a 
treaty  was  figned  at  Baffein, 
ec*  and  the  peifhwah  received 
1 8th  the  counterpart  of  the  trea- 
March  ty,  ratified  by  the  Gover- 
1 8oj.  nor  general  in  council,  with 
demondrations  of  the  high- 
eft  fatisfaftion.  This  compaft 
confirmed  all  former  treaties  of 
alliance,  and  declared  that  the 
friends  and  enemies  of  either  fhould 
be  the  friends  or  enemies  of  both, 
and  that  it  was  their  intent  fo 
clofely  to  draw  the  ties  of  union, 
that  the  two  if  a  teg  fhould  become 
identified. 


From  the  treaty  of  Baffein,  it 
inevitably  refulted  that  the  Britifh 
government  muff  reftore  the  peifii- 
wah  to  his  dominions  ;  and  in 
conformity  to  the  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  pointed  out  by  the  governor 
general,  the  whole  of  the  fubfidi- 
#ry  force  Rationed  with  the  ni¬ 


zam,  amounting  to  about 
men,  and  accompanied  by  the  ni- 
zam’s  difeiplined  infantry,  and 
9000  cavalry,  the  whole  com¬ 
manded  by  Colonel  Stevenfon, 
quitted  Hyderabad  ;  and  p.  ^ 
proceeded  to  Paraindah,  a 
town  on  the  weflern  frontier  of  the 
nizam’s  territory,  116  miles  dif- 
tant  from  Poonah. 

Having  received  the  neceffary 
indruftions  from  the  governor  ge¬ 
neral,  and  knowing  the  import¬ 
ance  and  expediency  of  fecuring  the 
early  arrival  of  the  Britifh  troops 
at  Poonah,  Lord  Clive  di-  ^  ^ 

.refted  Lieutenant  General 
Stuart,  then  with  the  army 
on  the  frontier  of  Myfore,  to  adopt 
proper  meafures  for  the  march  of 
the  forces  into  the  Mahratta  ter¬ 
ritory,  leaving  it  to  the  judgment 
of  Lieutenant  General  Stuart  to 
determine  the  amount  of  the  force 
neceffary  to  be  detached  from  the 
main  body  of  the  army. 

The  mod  extenfive  local  know¬ 
ledge,  and  the  higheft  perfonal  in¬ 
fluence  among  the  Mahratta  chiefs, 
acquired  by  hisconduft  in  the  My¬ 
fore,  and  his  viftories  over  the  re¬ 
fractory  chieftains,  pointed  out 
the  Hon.  Major  General  Wellefley 
as  the  fitted  commander  of  an  ex¬ 
pedition,  where  both  military 
abilities  and  political  experience 
would  be  highly  requifite.  Lord 
Clive  therefore  defired  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Wellefley  might  be  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  advanced 
detachment  under  indruftions 
be  furnifhed  to  him  by  Lieutenant 
General  Stuart. 


Gen.  Wellefley  com-  ^ 
menced  his  march  from  ,  y  _  , 
Hurryhurwith  a  detach-  UiC  * 
ment  from  the  main  army,  amount, 
ing  in  cavalry,  infantry,  and  ar¬ 
tillery^ 
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fciilery,  to  9,707  men,  to  which 
were  added  2,500  horfe  belonging 
to  the  rajah  of  My  fore,  who  was 
bound  by  the  treaty  of  Seringa- 
'patam  to  co-operate  with  the  Eng¬ 
lish.  They  entered  the  Mahratta 
✓ 

^  ^  country,  and  their  march 
"  *  through  thefc  territories, 

though  at  a  very  unfavourable  fea- 
fon,  was  univerfally  profperous. 
They  were,  every  where,  hailed  as 
friends,  and  feme  of  the  chiefs 
even  accompanied  them  to  Poonah, 
with  their  forces.  Owing-  to  this 
amicable  reception,  and  the  ac¬ 
tivity  and  ik.il!  of  General  We!~ 
lefley,  the  army  differed  none  of 
the  inconveniences  they  had  reafon 
to  expeft  in  their  progrefs. 

,  The  troops  of  the  ni- 

,  zam,  under  Colonel  Ste- 
Apnl.  r  ,  •  ,  . 

1  venlon,  arrived  within  a 

fhort  didance  from  General  Wel- 
lelley’s  force  at  A  kloofs,  (a  town 
about  eight  miles  from  the  Neera 
river)  and  were  reinforced  from 
General  Wellefley’s  army  by  the. 

At  this  period, 
in  the 

hands  of  Amrut  .Rao  with  d  force 
©f  about  1500  men,  while  he  him- 
felf  had  proceeded  to  Chandore,  a 
ffation  diftant  130  miles  from 
Poonah,  to  the  N.  N.  E.  ;  and 
the  troops  he  had  detached  to  the 
fouthward  were  retreating  precipi¬ 
tately  before  the  Britiih  army. 
Gen.  Weilelley,  therefore,  think¬ 
ing  it  unnecefTary  to  advance  to 
Poonah  all  the  force  deftined  for 
the  restoration  of  the  peifhwah, 
and  wishing  to  place  the  troops 
more  conveniently  for  the  pro¬ 
curing  of  forage,  ordered  Colonel 
Stevenfon  to  quit  his  prefent  po¬ 
rtion,  and  proceed  to  Gardoon, 
fo  as  to  ftation  all  the  nizam’s 
forces  within  his  Highnefs’s  own 
territories;  while  the  colonel  him. 


Scotch  brigade 
Holkar  had  left  Poonah 


fie If,  with  the  Englih  troops,  oc¬ 
cupied  a  petit  on  the  Beeraah  river 
toward  Poonah,  near  its  conflu¬ 
ence  with  the  Mota  Mola  river  3 
thus  preferring  the  means  of  form¬ 
ing  a  fpeedy  junction,  if  need'* 
faiy. 

General  Weilelley  now  con¬ 
tinued  his  march.  He  had  been 
informed,  by  repeated  meflages* 
that  Amrut  Rao  was  refol  ved, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  Britiih* 
to  plunder  and  fire  the  city  :  and 
he  was  moil  earneftly  iotreated  by 
the  peifhwah  to  fend  forward 
fome  of  his  Highnefs’s  troops  in 
order  to  fave  his  family  who  re¬ 
mained  at  Poonah  :  a  raeafure 
which  would  have  been  , 
intirely  hopelefs.  Ge-  Jd! 
neral  Wellefley  therefore  ° 

fet  forward  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry,  proceeding  over  un¬ 
favourable  roads,  and  through  a 
difficult  pafs,  and  reached  Poonah 
on  the  following  day,  after  a 
march  of  fixty  miles  performed  ia 
thirty-two  hours.  This  wonder¬ 
ful  exertion  preserved  the  city  ; 
Amrut  Rao  made  a  precipitate  re¬ 
treat,  leaving  his  defign  unexe¬ 
cuted,  and  the  family  of  the  peifh¬ 
wah  in  fafety :  having  previoufly 
removed  thefe  to  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  fort  of  Saogur.  The  few  in¬ 
habitants  who  remained  in  the  city 
jovfully  received  the  Englifh  as 
their  deliverers,  and  thofe  who 
hed  left  it  during  the  ufurpation  of 
Hoikar,  returned  to  their  houfes 
and  refumed  their  employments. 
Arrangements  were  made  at  Bom¬ 
bay  for  the  return  of  the  peiihwah, 
who  left  Baffein  under  a  ltrong  el- 
cort,  and  re-entering  his  ^ 
palace,  was  greeted  with  »  J  •» 
fuitable  honours  and  io-  j  May 


lemnities. 


During 
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23d 

Feb. 

27  th 
camp, 


During  thefe  tranfaCions,  Scin¬ 
diah  had  collected  a  large  force  at 
Ougein,  (his  own  capiral)  for  the 
purpofe,  as  he  profeffed,  of  op- 
pofmg  Holkar,  and,  having  eroded 
the  Nerbudda  river  on  his  march 
to  Poonah,  arrived  near  Boor- 
hanpoor,  where  Colonel 
Collins,  the  Britifh.  refi- 
dent,  difpatched  by  the 
governor  general  from 
Futty  Ghur,  reached  his 
Strong  fufpicidns  began  to 
a  rife,  of  the  deugns  of  Scindiah, 
who,  it  was  believed,  meditated 
a  junction  with  Holkar  and  the  ra¬ 
jah  of  Berar,  for  the  purpofe  of 
difturbing  the  arrangements  of  the 
treaty  of  Baffein.  It  appearing 
alfo  that  he  was  fludying  to  elude 
the  communication  of  the  propo- 
fitions  Colonel  Collins  was  to 
make  relative  to  his  participating 
In  that  treaty,  the  colonel  de¬ 
manded  a  pofitive  explanation  of 
Scindiah  *s  intentions,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  that  chief  de¬ 
clared  in  the  prefence  of  all  his 
principal  miniflers,  that  he  had 
no  defire  to  obftruft  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  tlie  arrangements  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  peifhwah  and 
the  Britifh  government,  and  that 
it  was  his  wifh  to  improve  the 
friendlhip  then  fub lifting  between 
the  peifhwah,  the  Britiih  govern¬ 
ment,  and  his  own  ftate. 

But  this  amicable  declaration 
was  fo  much  in  oppoiition  to  ge¬ 
neral  report  and  the  adlual  appear¬ 


ance  of  affairs,  that  it  became  ne- 
ceffary  to  bring  the  q'ueftion  to  a 
final  determination.  Colonel  Col¬ 
lins  therefore,  in  a  conference  with 
,  Scindiah,  infilled  on  his 
?  1  immediately  repaffing  the 
Nerbudda  with  his  army, 
a*  the  prefent  sternest  of  his 


troops  muft  evidently  have  the  efh 
feft  of  counteracting  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  rhe  treaty  of  Baffein, 
which  he  had  no  right  to  do,  unlefs 
that  treaty  threatened  his  fecurity ; 
and  obferved,  that  his  continuance 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poonah, 
or  fouthward  of  the  Nerbudda, 
was  ineonfiftent  with  his  former 
amicable  profeliions,  and  could 
only  be  alcribed  to  the  defign  of 
difturbing  the  peifhwah's  arrange-, 
ments  with  the  Englifh,  and  re¬ 
gaining  his  afcendancy  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Poonah.  A  copy  of 
the  treaty  was  then  prefented  to 
Scindiah,  who  declared  “  that  it 
contained  no  ftipulations  injurious 
to  his  juft  rights.”  Colonel  Col¬ 
lins  next  required  an  explanation  of 
the  late  negociations  with  Ploikar 
and  the  rajah  of  Berar,  ftating, 
that  if  he  refufed  to  anfwer  in  an 
open  and  fatisfafftory  manner,  a 
demand  fo  highly  reafonable,  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  mea- 
fures  of  precaution  would  be  uni- 
verfally  adopted,  and  if  they  were 
convinced  of  his  acceffion  to  any 
hoftile  confederacy,  war  would  be 
direftly  commenced  by  the  Britifh 
government  throughout  his  fron¬ 
tier. 

In  reply,  Scindiah  repeatedly 
declared,  in  full  court,  that  he 
could  not  afford  the  fatisfa&ion  de¬ 
manded,  until  a  meeting  fhould 
have  taken  place  between  him  and 
the  rajah  of  Berar,  when  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  refident  fhould  be  informed 
((  whether  it  would  be  peace  or 
war,” 

This  infolent  anfwer  not  only 
juftified,  but  rendered  neceffary 
the  immediate  adoption  of  vigorous 
meafures  on  the  part  of  the  g  . 
Englifh  ;  and  the  governor 
general  iffued  private  in- 

jlxu&ionj 


June. 
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&nn5lions  to  General  Lake  at 
Caunpoor,  to  prepare  for  affembling 
the  army  on  the  north- weft .» fron¬ 
tier  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in 
Oude,  to  counteract  the  delign  of 
Scindiah  and  the  rajah  of  Berar. 

Some  time  before  this. 


3d 

June. 


the  rajah  of  Berar  had  ar¬ 
rived  near  Scindiah’s  camp 
at  Checkly,  on  the  nizam's  fron¬ 
tier,  and  the  following  day  the 
chiefs  joined  their  forces,  amount¬ 
ing  together  to  23  or  24,000  in¬ 
fantry,  38,000  cavalry  and  210 
guns,  and  occupying  a  favourable 
pofition  for  an  attack  on  the  ni- 
zam’s  dominions.  From  this  time 
the  chiefs  manifefted  a  refolution 
to  evade  the  demands  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  government  ;  continued  their 
negotiations  with  Holkar  ;  and 
tried  every  method  to  detach  the 
peifhwah  and  nizam  from  their  al¬ 
liance  with  the  company,  although 
the  former  propofals  of  the  Englifh 
government  had  been  repeated, 
^nd  neither  chief  could  objeCt  to 
any  article  in  the  treaty  of  Baf- 
fein. 

Sufpicions  of  the  treachery  of 
Scindiah  had  early  been  formed, 
and  fupported  by  information  from 
various  quarters.  So  far  back  as 
the  9th  of  March  Colonel  Collins 
had  received  intimations,  by  means 
of  Ambojee  Inglia,  one  of  Scin¬ 
diah’s  principal  minifters,  that 
General  Perron  had  been  ordered 
to  prepare  his  army  for  the  field, 
with  a  view  to  an  eventual  rupture 
with  the  Britifh  government.  The 
truth  of  this  ftatement,  though  at 
full  doubted,  was  afterwards  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  teftimony  of  various 
faCts,  particularly  the  Bate  of 
tk  Perron’s  force.  The  go- 
j'  vernor  general  alfo  learnt 
,'une*  that  Scindiah  had  fent 


letters  to  Ghunnee  Bahadur  and 
Himonut  Bahadur,  the  peifhwah’s 
principal  officers  in  the  province  of 
Bundelcund,  requiring  them,  as  a 
matter  of  courfe,  to  be  prepared 
to  affifl  the  combined  Mahratta 
armies  in  hostilities  againft  the 
Britifh  poffeffions ;  fimiiar  orders 
had  been  received  at  the  fame  time 
by  Dhtirrum  Rao,  the  commander 
of  a  large  body  of  horfe,  which 
had  been  difpatched  by  Scindiah  in 
April  to  a  ftation  on  the  right  of 
the  river  Jumna,  near  the  Britifh 
territories.  Colonel  Collins,  pur- 
fuant  to  inffrucUons  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  queftioned  Scindiah  on  the 
fubjecl  of  this  tranfa&ion,  who 
folemnly  denied  having  iffued  fuch 
orders  to  the  peifhwah’s  officers  in 
Bundelcund,  or  to  Dhurrum  Rao, 
and  that  the  latter  chieftain  had 
been  efpecially  dire&ed  to  refpeCd 
the  Britifh  territories.  This  de¬ 
claration,  however,  was  powerfully 
contradicted  by  fublequent  circum- 
ftances,  by  the  evident  authen¬ 
ticity  of  the  intelligence  (received 
from  Himnut  Bahadur  himfelf) 
and  the  confideration  of  Scindiah’s 
notorious  infincerit-y. 

In  addition  to  thefe  tranf- 
t  P  aCtions,  a  letter  was  received 
** Ul^  ’  from  Colonel  Collins,  dated 
June  14,  inclofing  a  ftatement 
from  the  colonel’s  agent  at  Delhi, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  Scindiah 
had  fent  meffengers  to  the  Rohilla 
chief  Gholaum  Mahomed  Khaun, 
who  had  alfo  been  invited  by  let¬ 
ters  from'  General  Perron  to  pro¬ 
ceed  toward  the  llatian  that  general 
occupied,  for  the  purpofe  of  ex¬ 
citing  commotions  into  the  Jagheer 
ofRampore;  Perron  alluring  hnn 
of  aid  and  fupport  from  himfelf  and 
Scindiah.  In  furtherance  of  the 
fame  defign,  Perron  had  written 

letter# 
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letters  to  many  per  ions  at  Ram  pore 
and  other  places.  This  intelli¬ 
gence  was  confirmed  from  other 
quarters,  with  the  addition,  that 
Gholaum  was  preparing  to  comply 

-l6"h.  w*t*'1  !*ie  tequeft.  The  go- 
I  fi  vernor  general  alfo  received 
•*  ^  ’  copies  of  letters  written  by 
Dowlnt  Rao  Scindiah  to  Gholaum 
Mahomed  Khan  and  Bumhoo 
Khan  (the  grandfon  of  the  late 
Nujib-oo-Bowlah,  who  occupies 
a  territory  in  the  vicinity  of  Sa- 
harum-poor),  declaring  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  Scindiah  to  commence  a 


war  of  aggreffion  againft  the  Bri¬ 
tilh  power,  and  inftigating  thefe 
chieftains  to  co-operate  with  the 
forces  of  General  Perron  againft 
the  Britilh  po  Hellions,  Thefe  do¬ 
cuments  were  transmitted  by  Mr, 
Teycefter,  the  collector  at  Mora- 
dabad,  to  whom  they  had  been 
communicated  by  Bhumboo  Khan. 

It  appears  that  the  letters  to 
fhefe  two  chiefs  were  written 
after  Scindiah’s  march  from  Boor- 
hanpoo-r  on  the  4th  of  May  ;  but 
the  difpatch  of  mefiengers  to  Gho¬ 
laum  Mahomed  Khan,  and  the 
tranfmifiion  of  the  inftruduons  to 
General  Perron,  under  which  that 
officer  addreffed  letters  to  the  prim* 
cipal  perfons  at  Rampoor  and  other 
places,  mull  be  referred  to  an  ear¬ 
lier  period. 

The  fabts  juft  ftated,  the  infor¬ 
mation  from  time  to  time  commu¬ 
nicated  by  the  refident  with  Scin¬ 
diah,  the  frequent  intimations  of 
a  confederacy  forming  with  Hol- 
kar,  compared  with  the  tenor  and 
refult  of  the  refident’s  negotiations, 
made  it  apparent  that  Scindiah, 
from  almoft  the  earlieft  period  of 
thofe  negotiations,  was  planning 
hostilities  againft  the  Englilb,  and 


meditating  the  fubverfion  of  tfi$ 
treaty  of  Baffein, 

Such  being  lie  efifis  of  affairs, 
it  became  neceffary  to  place  the 
whole  conduct  of  proceedings  in 
the  Deccan  tinder  a  difdndt  local 
authority,  fubjelft  to  the  governor 
general  in  council,  but  pofteffed  of 
full  powers  to  arrange  upon  he  fpOt 
fuch  meafures  as  occafion  rriiyht  re¬ 
quire.  This  authority  the  gover¬ 
nor  general  placed  in  the  hands  of 
General  Wellefley,  as  being  the 
perfon  In  every  refpedt  beft  quali¬ 
fied  to  fuftain  fo  important  a  truft* 

In  execution  of  thefe  0  , 
powers,  General  Wellefley  j 
wrote  to  the  refident  in 
Scindiah’s  camp,  defiring  him  to 
ftate  to  that  chief  and  the  rajah  of 
Berar,  the  anxiety  of  the  Englifh 
to  prefer ve  peace,  and  to  require, 
as  the  only  fatisfaclory  proof  of 
fimilar  intentions  on  their  part, 
the  immediate  reparation  of  their 
armies,  and  return  of  each  from  the 
nizam’s  frontier,  to  their  own  ca¬ 
pitals;  in  which  cafe  General  Wel¬ 
lefley  would  withdraw  his  troops 
to  their  ufual  ftations  ;  but  that, 
fhou'ld  they  refufe  compliance,  he 
(the  refident)  had  orders  to  quit 
their  camp  without  delay. 

After  much  evafion,  the  n 

J  12 1  it 

two  chiefs  anfwered  Gene-  p  . 
ral  Wellefley ’s  requifition,  -  J 
by  a  propofal  that  they  fliould  re* 
tire  from  the  pofition  which  they 
occupied,  at  the  fame  time  that 
General  Wellefley  fliould  com-* 
mence  his  march  to  the  ufual  fta« 
tions  of  the  Britilh  army.  This 
propofal '  was  accompanied  by  a 
condition  fo  grofsly  ahfurd  that  it 
can  hardly  be  called  an  inftance 
of  cunning  ;  they  ftipulated, 
that  the  combined  Mahratta  ar¬ 
mies 
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imes  fhoiild  encamp  at  Boorhan- 
poor,  a  town  belonging  to  Scin- 
diah,  and  about  50  miles  from  the 
fiizam’s  frontier,  on  the  fame  day- 
on  which  the  troops  under  General 
Wellelley  fhould  reach  the  ftations 
of  Bombay,  Madras,  and  Serin- 
gapatam.  The  diftanee  from 
Amednuggur,  which  was  General 
Wellelley  5s  pofition  at  that  time, 
to  Madras,  is  1049  m*des  ™  to 
Bombay  321,  and  to  Seririga- 
patam  541. 

This  propofiticn  being  inftantly 
rejected  by  the  refiddnt,  a  fecond 
was  made  ;  that  Colonel  Collins 
fhould  appoint  a  day  for  the  march 
of  the  refpedive  forces  of  the  chief¬ 
tains  to  their  ufual  ftations,  and 
fhould  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  for  the  retreat  of 
the  army  under  General  Wellelley, 
on  the  day  on  which  the  armies  of 
the  confederates  fhould  commence 
theirs.  But  for  the  performance 
of  thefe  articles  on  the  part  of  the 
chiefs,  there  was  no  fecurity  but 
a  precarious  dependence  on  pro- 
miles  which  had  been  repeatedly 
Violated  ;  befides  which,  the  re- 
fident  was  not  author ifed  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  Britifh  government 
to  an  arrangement  inconliftent  with 
the  inftrudions  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  General  Wellelley  ;• 
2nd  it  foon  became  evident  that 
this  proportion  was  merely  ill  a- 
fory  on  the  part  of  the  chieftains. 

Scindiah  and  the  rajah  finally- 
made  a  third  propofition ;  that 
they  fhould  (late,  by  a  letter  to 
General  Wellelley,  “  that  on  the 
day  on  which  General  Wellelley 
fliould  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  ftation  then  occupied  by  the 
Britifh  army,  thofe  chieftains  would 
ieparate  their  armies,  and  com¬ 
mence  their  return  to  their  refpec- 
Vol,  XLVX.  or  Vql,  IV.  N evv 


[17 

tive  territories  in  Berar  and  the 
north  of  Hindoftan.”  The  chiefs 
having  declared,  that  unlefs  this 
prqpofal  was  complied  with,  they 
could  not  retire  without  impairing 
the  honour  of  their  refpe'&iv.e  go¬ 
vernments,  Colonel  Collins  agreed 
to  tranfmit  it  to  General  Welief- 
ley,  and  to  remain  in  the  camp 
till  an  anfwer  arrived,  provided 
the  letters  wefe  ready  before 
noon  the  next  day. 

Letters  indeed  were  delivered  W 
the  refident  the  next  day,  ad* 
drafted  to  General  Wellelley,  con¬ 
taining,  not  the  propofition  Colo* 
riel  Collins  had  agreed  to  tranfmit, 
but  one  which  had  been  made  at 
the  very  commencement  of  the  ne* 
gotiations  of  the  preceding  dayy 
and  immediately  rejected  ;  namely s 
that  the  united  forces  of  Scindiah, 
and  the  rajah  of  Berar,  fhould 
retire  to  Boorhanpoor,  and  that 
General  Wellelley  fliould  with¬ 
draw  the  Britifh.  troops  to  their 
ufual  ftations  ;  that  is,  that  the 
Britifh  army  fhould  quit  their  po¬ 
fition,  and  abandon  the  means  of 
refiftanoe*  leaving  the  combined 
Mahratta  armies  at  a  fllort  dif« 
tance  from  the  nizanvs  frontier, 
and  free  to  invade  his  territories 
at  their  own  convenience.  4j 
Colonel  Collins,  therefore,  ^ 
put  an  end  to  thefe  frivolous  *** 
difcuflions  and  ufelefs  arrange*! 
ments,  by  quitting  the  camp^ 
and  proceeding  to  Aurangabad* 

Every  circumftance  of  thefe 
negotiations  tends  to  prove,  that 
the  combined  chiefs,  always  look¬ 
ing  upon  the  Englifh  with  ammo* 
fity,*  and  urged  by  the  inftigations 
of  the  French,  had  no  defigti  in 
view,  but  to  overthrow  the  treaty 
of  Baflein,  and  with  it  the  envied 
influence  of  the  Englilh  at  the? 
Series*  j7i]  court.- 
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court  of  Poonah.  During  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  tranfa  Aliens 
juft:  related,  their  intentions  were 
continually  expofed,  by  unreftrained 
infolence,  or  by  palpable  difftrnu- 
lation.  In  the  various  difcuffions 
and  propoflils,  their  object  was, 
not  to  accommodate  matters  for 
peace,  but  to  gain  time  for  the 
purpofes  of  war ;  and  at  length, 
by  withdrawing  the  Englifh  army 
from  their  advantageous  portion, 
which  they  could  not  refume  till 
the  rainy  feafon  was  over,  while 
the  Mahrattas  maintained  a  Nation 
perfectly  fuited  to  their  purpofes, 
to  ftrike  forae  great  blow  againft: 
the  peifhwah  and  the  nizam,  and 
ruin  the  Englifh  power  in  the 
Deccan.  To  have  remained  in- 
adive  therefore  at  this  period,  or 
to  have  yielded  to  the  unfair  pro¬ 
portions  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs, 
would  have  been  to  difgrace  the 
name,  confefs  the  inferiority,  and 
betray  the  interefts  of  the  Britifli 
government  in  India. 

In  addition  to  other  circum- 
flances,  the  declining  date  of 
the  nizam’s  health,  and  the  de- 
iigns  which  the  confederate  chief¬ 
tains  were  known  to  entertain 
with  refped  to  the  fucceflion  to  the 
fovereign  authority  of  the  Deccan, 
tendered  it  indifpenfably  necelfary, 
that,  while  the  Mahratta  army  re¬ 
mained  on  the  nizam’s  frontier, 
the  Britifli  troops  fliouid  occupy 
a  pofition  calculated  to  fecure  the 
regular  order  of  fucceflion  on  the 
nizam’s  death,  and  to  fruftrate  the 
attempts  which  the  confederates 
might  make  to  place  on  the  throne 
of  the  Deccan  one  of  the  younger 


fons  of  the  nizam,  devoted  to  the 
caufe  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  and 
inimical  to  the  Britifli  interefls. 

Some  circumftances  refpeding 
the  French  power  prefen  ted  tbrem- 
felves  very  flrongly  to  view  in 
the  contemplation  of  this  war* 
General  Perron,  befides  his  power 
in  the  north  of  Hindoftan,  where  he 
was  almofl  abfolute  governor  of  a 
large  tradf  of  country,  alfo  didfated 
with  the  authority  of  a  fovereign 
of  fuperior  rank  to  the  petty  dates 
occupying  the  countries  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Jumna;  and  by 
the  terror  of  his  name  and  arms, 
held  in  abjebt  fubmiflion  the  raje- 
poot  ftates  ofjeynagur  and  Joud- 
pore,  together  with  the  Jauts  and- 
the  ftate  of  Gohud,  extending  his 
influence  even  to  Bundelcund,  and 
to  the  country  occupied  by  the 
Seiks.  He  had,  by  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  1803,  augmented  his  force 
to  43,000  effective  men,  and  his 
artillery  to  464  guns  of  various 
dimenfions  ;  his  head  quarters  were 
eflablifhed  at  Coel,  on  the  mod 
vulnerable  point  of  the  Britifli  em¬ 
pire  in  India.  It  was  the  ftudy  of 
Perron  gradually  to  introduce 
French  fubjedts  into  his  army  as 
officers  and  artillery  men,  not  only 
excluding  Bririfli  adventurers,  but 
removing  tflofe  who  had  at  firft  ob¬ 
tained  appointments  from  De 
Boigne.  He  knew  that  the’for- 
maticn  of  an  army  in  the  midft 
of  Hindoftan,  governed  by  men 
zealous,  like  himfelf,  for  the  in- 
terefls  of  his  country,  was  the 
only  mode  of  re-eftablifhing  the 
dominion  of  France  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  India*.  The  fettle- 


Even  fuppofing  that  Perron  had  no  fuch  defign,  it  could  not  be  expe&ed  that  a 
French  ftate,  eredted  under  the  nominal  and  oftenfible  aul'pices  of  Scindiah  in  Hin¬ 
doftan,  would  have  afforded  any  fubftantial  aid  to  the  ally  of  the  Britifli  power  in  any 
con  tell  againft  France,  even  if  that  ally  fhould  have  been  difpofed  to  have  aflifted  us  in 
Each  a  c  rifis-  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  fuch  a  ftate  would  have  joined  moil  zealoufiy 
with  Scittdiah  in  any  attempt  againft  the  Englifh  dominions  in  India,  meat 
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merit  cf  Pondicherry,  on  the  coaft 
bf  Coromandel,  though  in  itfelf of 
no  value,  would  be  materially  use¬ 
ful  in  facilitating  his  projeft,  of 
gradually  flrengthening  and  com¬ 
pleting  his  armies,  by  receiving 
annually  from  France  fmall  parties 
of  fubalterns,  non-commiflioned 
officers,  gunners  and  bombadiers. 
During  the  height  of  the  fouth- 
weft  monfoon,  which  lafts  four 
months  in  every  year,  the  native 

coafting  veffels  of  Coromandel 
£>  , 
could  convey  thefe  recruits  for 

Perron’s  army,  from  Pondicherry 
to  the  coaft  of  Cuttack,  in  four 
days,  without  exciting  the  fuf- 
picion  of  the  Englifh  cruizers; 
The  province  of  Cuttack  then  be¬ 
longed  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  the 
confederate  of  Scindiah  ;  fo  that 
any  Frenchman  who  landed  on  his 
territory,  might  proceed  through 
a  friendly  country,  with  the  ut- 
moft  eafe  as  well  as  fecrecy,  to 
Perron’s  head  quarters  in  the  Du- 
ifab. 

Perron  reported  thefe  circum- 
ftances  to  Buonaparte,  and  his  laft 
communication  arrived  juft  after 
the  conclufton  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  by  which  every  facility 
Was  afforded  to  fuch  a  fcheme,  as 
Pondicherry  and  the  other  fettle- 
ments  on  the  Indian  continent  be¬ 
longing  to  France,  and  her  ally 
Holland,  had  been  reftored,  and  as 
England  had  not  renewed  the  ftipu- 
lation  made  in  former  treaties, 
which  limited  the  number  of  troops 
to  be  fent  to  India  by  France,  that 
country  had  now  the  power  of  em¬ 
barking  any  quantity  of  men  to 
execute  her  delignS  there. 

In  the  beginning  of  18033  a 
plan  was  formed  for  obtaining  an 
aftignment  to  France  of  all  the 
diftrifts  under  Perron.  The  aflign- 
fnent  was  to  be  made  by  Scindiah^ 
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but  ratified  by  a  grant  from  the 
unfortunate  emperor  Shah  Allum, 
who  was  confined  in  his  own 
palace,  and  aftually  in  the  ctifiody 
of  Perron,  fo  there  would  be  nd 
difficulty  in  extorting  the  grant 
from  this  unhappy  monarch,  whole 
name  alone  was  wanted,  to  give 
authority  to  the  proceeding.  An 
armament  was  fitted  out,  confifU 
ing  of  fix  friips  of  war,  and  1400 
oi  the  beft  troops  of  France,  bound 
to  Pondicherry  for  the  oftenfibld 
purpofe  of  fuppiying  that  fettle-* 
ment  with  a  military  force*  Bii£ 
there'  were  likewife  embarked  in 
this  expedition  two  hundred  young 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  regularly 
educated  in  all  the  branches  of 
military  fcience,  together  with  k 
numerous  ftaff  eftablilhment  5  and 
thefe  were  defigned  to  join  Per¬ 
ron’s  army,  by  fmall  partiesj 
according  to  the  manner  already 
deferibed,  as  foon  after  they 
reached  Pondicherry  as  fit  dppor& 
trinities  for  their  fecret  conveyance 
fliould  occur.  It  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  the  intention  of  France  td 
alarm  the  fufpicions  or  provoke 
the  anger  of  England  by  any  mea- 
fure  that  appeared  to  portend  opeti 
hoftility  ;  the  Englifh  were  td 
have  been  kept  in  ignorance  and 
imagined  fecurity  till  the  whole* 
plan  was  matured,  and  ready  for 
immediate  execution.  But  the  vi¬ 
gilance  of  the'  marquis  Wellefley 
had  fufpefted,  and  at  length  fully 
difeovered  the  entire  fcheme  s  and 
when  Linois  arrived  with  the  ar¬ 
mament  at  Pondicherry  (which  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  moft  critical  period 
of  the  negotiations  with  Scindiah) 
he  found  that  place  fo  ftriftly 
watched,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
by  the  Englifh,  that  it  was  quite 
i mp ra ft i cable  for  the  recruits  for 
[i>  2  ]  Perron’s 
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Perron’s  army  to  proceed  to  their 
deftination  without  meeting  with 
Englifh  (hips  of  war,  or  parties  of 
Englifh  troops,  who  had  orders  to 
intercept  them.  While  complaints' 
were  making  of  the  hoftile  manner 
in  which  the  fettlemenr  was  watch¬ 
ed  in  time  of  peace,  hoftilities  re¬ 
commenced  between  France  and 
England,  and  the  troops  landed 
by  Linois  became  prifonfers  of 
war. 

Thefe  fa 61s,  added  to  the  cir- 
cumftahces  of  the  negotiation  with 
Scindiah,  rendered  the  neceffity  of 
deciiive  meafures  more  urgent, 
and  called  for  the  immediate  com . 
men  cement  of  hoflilities,  on  the 
refufal  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs  to 
feparate  and  withdraw  their  armies. 
A  plan  of  operations  was  formed, 
of  amazing  extent,  whether  con. 
fidered  as  to  the  magnitude  and  va¬ 
riety  of  its  objects,  or  the  ex¬ 
tend  ve  field  of  a 61  ion  which  it 
comprehended’.  By  this  campaign 
the  treachery  of  Scindiah  was  to 
be  defeated,  our  allies  the  nizam 
and  peifhwah  eft ablifhed  in  their 
refpective  poffeifions,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Deccan  prefer ved  to  the 
rightful  claimant  :  the  royal  ho ufe 

O  „  * 

of  Timur  to  be  delivered  in  the 
perfon  of  Shah  Ailuni  from  mifery 
and  degradation ;  the  fchemes  of 
France  overthrown,  and  her  power 
on  this  continent  annihilated.  In 
accomplishing  thefe  obje6is,  the 
Britifli  arms  were  to  overipread  a 
tracl  of  country  extending  from 
Delhi  and  the  proficiencies  ot  Fort 
William,  Fort  St,.  George  and 
Bombay,  to  Poonah  and  Hyde¬ 
rabad,  Guzerat  and  Or  ilia. 

To  execute  thefe  plans,  four  ar¬ 
mies  were  pnt  in  readinefs  to 
march.  That  under  General  Wel¬ 
lefley,  which  during  the  late  ne¬ 


gotiations  had  occupied  an  ad¬ 
vanced  pofition  in  the  Deccan, 
amounted  to  16,823  men,  exclufive 
of  a  force  left  at  Poonah  to  aflifl  in 
the  protection  of  that  city.  Ge¬ 
neral  Wellefley  was  fupported  by 
the  remainder  of  the  Madras  army 
under  General  Stuart,  who  had 
moved  forward  in  May  from  Hur- 
rvhur  to  Moodgul  (a  town  lying 
be  tween  the  rivers  Crifna  and 
Toombudra,  about  14  marches 
from  Hyderabad),  in  order  to  pro- 
te.61  the  dominions  of  the  nizam 
and  of  the  Englifh  in  the  Peninfula, 
from  the  attacks  of  the  fouthern 
Mahratta  Jagheerdars.  His  force 
at  Moodgul  amounted  to  7,826 
men,  of  whom  2,121  were  Eu¬ 
ropeans;  and  in  the  rear  of  this 
army  another  had  been  flationed, 
belonging  to  the  rajah  of  My  fore, 
to  cover  more  effectually  the  ra* 
jail’s  northern  frontier.  But  be¬ 
fore  the  rupture  with  the  confede¬ 
rates  took  place,  it  had  become  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  an  important  al¬ 
teration  in  the  ftrength-  and  difpo- 
fition  of  this  army  of  referve.  The 
incrcaftng  probability  of  the  re¬ 
newal  of  the  War  between  France 
and  England,  and  the  aftlual  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  French  armament  under 
Linois,  at  Pondicherry,  rendered 
it  advifabie  for  General  Stuart  to 
return  to  Madras,  leaving  at 
Moodgul  1,277  cavalry,  820  Eu¬ 
ropean,  and  1,935  native  infantry  , 
with  a  proportion  of  European  ar¬ 
tillery  men,  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Campbell.  By  the 
troops  from  Madras,  General 
Wellefley  was  now  reinforced. 
Thefe  forces  were  deftined  to  op- 
pofe  the  combined  armies  of  Scin¬ 
diah  and  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and 
thus  to  deliver  from  all  danger  the 
nizam,  the  peifhwah,  and  the 
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company's  pofiefiions  in  My  fore, 
in  the  weftern  and  fouthern  diftri&s 
of  the  Deccan,  and  on  rhe  frontier 
of  Berar ;  and  to  eftablifh  the  go¬ 
vernments  of  the  Guickwar,  of 
Poonah,  and  of  Hyderabad, 

In  the  eail  of  Hindoftan  a  ftrong 
force  was  affembled  at  the  Brit ifh. 
fettlement  of  Ganjam,  in  the  northr 
ern  Sircars,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  of 
the  74th  regiment,  for  the  purnofe 
of  invading  the  province  of  Cut¬ 
tack,  belonging  to  the  rajah  of 
Berar,  and  the  only  maritime  part 
of  his  dominions.  By  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  this  objedf,  befides  the 
advantage  of  depriving  the  enemy 
of  a  valuable  province,  a  junction 
would,  be  formed  between  the  Bti- 
t ifh  dominions  in  Bengal  and  in  the 
northern  Sircars,  and  the  commu¬ 
nication  on  that  fide  of  India 
would  be  intercepted  between  the 
Mahrattas  and  the  French.  The 
force  deftined  to  invade  this  im¬ 
portant  province  confided  of  a 
feledtion  of  veteran  troops  from 
the  armies  of  Bengal  and  Madras  ; 
amounting  in  all  to  5,2i6men. 

InGuzerat,  which  contains  the 
only  maritime  poffefiions  of  any 
confequence  belonging  to  the  Mah¬ 
rattas,  in  the  well,  an  army  was 
affembled  under  Colonel  Murray. 
This  force,  confiding  of  2,913 
Europeans,  and  4,100  natives, 
was  defigned,  not  only  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Britifh  fettlements  in 
that  quarter,  and  the  dominions  of 
our  ally  the  rajah  Guickwar,  but 
for  the  purpofe  of  eventually  em¬ 
ploying  the  greater  part  of  it  in 
active  operations.  After  fupply- 
ing  garrifons  for  Suiat,  Brodera, 
Cambay,  Koreab,  Songhur,  Pur- 
neerah,  and  eventually  for  Ba- 
roach,  the  remainder  was  divided 


into  two  detachments ;  of  which 
one,  amounting  to  2, 187  men,  was 
ftationed  in  front  of  Brodera,  the 
refidence  of  the  Guickwar,  and  the 
other,  confiding  of  2,094  men, 
occupied  a  pofition  fouth  of  the 
Taptee  river,  between  Songhur 
and  Surat. 

The  main  body  of  the  Ben y at 
army  was  affembled  at  Ca.wn- 
poor,  on  the  north- wed  frontier  of 
Oude,  under  the  immediate  direc¬ 
tion  of  General  Lake,  who  was  in¬ 
truded  with  the  conduct  of  a  mod 
important  branch  of  the  war.  The 
obj efts  of  his  attention  were  to  be, 
fird,  the  dedrufHon  of  the 'French 
eftablifh  men  t  on  the  banks  of  the 
Jumna  under  Perron  ;  feoondly, 
the  extenfion  of  the  Britifh  frontier 
to  the  Jumna,  with  the  podeffion 
of  Agra,  Delhi,  and  a  fufficient 
-chain  of  pods  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Jumna,  to  proted  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  that  river  ;  thirdly,  the 
deliverance  of  the  perfon  ‘  of  the 
Emperor  Shah  Allum j  fourthly, 
the  ebablifhment  of  a  fyftem  of 
alliance  with  the  petty  dates  be¬ 
yond  the  right  bank  of  the  Jumna 
from  Jeynagur  to  the  province  of 
Bundelcund  ;  and,  fifthly,  the  an¬ 
nexation  of  Bundelcund  to  the 
company ’s  dominions,  which  would 
add  greatly  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  province  of  Benares,  and  ad 
as  a  check  to  any  power  which 
might  remain  to  the  Mahrattas  in 
that  quarter.  This  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  would  not  only  deftroy  the 
influence  of  the  French  and  Mah¬ 
rattas  in  the  north  of  Hindoftan, 
but  enable  the  Britifh  government 
to  commence  a  highly  advanta¬ 
geous  intercourfe  with  the  Seiks 
and  other  tribes  inhabiting  the 
Punjab  and  the  banks  of  the  river. 
Attock. 

[£3] 


The 


I 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


S2] 

The  army  under  General  Lake 
confided  of  three  regiments  of 
European,  and  five  of  native  ca- 
yalry,  about  two  hundred  Eu¬ 
ropean  artillery,  one  regiment  of 
European,  and  eleven  battalions  of 
native  ipfantry,  amounting  al¬ 
together  to  about  10,500  men.  In 
aid  of  this  force,  3,500  men  were 
affembled  near  Allahabad,  for  the 
purpofe  of  invading  the  province 
of  Bupdelcund  ;  and  about  3,000 
risen  were  collected  at  Mirzapoqr, 
to  cover  the  province  and  city  of 
Benares,  and  to  guard  the  pafles 
in  that  quarter..  EfFe&ual  mea- 
fures  were,  at  the  fame  time, 
adopted  for  the  defence  of  the 
whole  line  of  the  weftern  frontier 
pf  the  Britifh  dominions  in  Bengal 


and  Berar,  from  Mirzapoor  to 
Midnapoor. 

Such  was  the  plan  of  operations 
laid  down  for  the  feveral  armies 
which  were  to  effedt  thefe  mani¬ 
fold  and  important  objects.  The 
number  of  men  ready,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Auguft  1803,  to  put  in 
execution  the  various  plans  de? 
fcribed,  amounted  to  54,918,  in¬ 
cluding  3,071  in  various  garrifons 
in  Guzerat  and  at  Surat  ;  1,997 
ftationed  at  Hyderabad,  to  preferve 
the  tranquillity  of  that  city,  and 
fecure  the  rightful  fucceffion  to  the 
throne  of  the  nizam ;  and  1,598 
at  Poonah,  to  protedt  the  peifh- 
wah  and  his  capital,  and  this  great 
force  hadbeen  fupplied  and  equipped 
fof  the  field  in  four  months 0 


CHAP.  II* 

of  the  Nizam;  Force  colleBed  by  the  Britijh  Government ;  Capture 
g f  the  Town  of  Ah  me  dnuggur  ;  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  invade 
the  Nizam3  s  Dominions  ;  their  Defign  fr  if  rated ;  Capture  of  jfalnapoor  ; 
Battle  of  Ajfye  ;  the  Confederates  being  defeated  propofe  to  treat  for  Peace  ; 
their  Offer  rejeBed ;  they  retreat  toward  Boorhanpoor  and  AJfeer  Qhur. 
Proceedings  of  a  Divijion  under  Colonel  Woodington  5  Capture  of  the  Fort 
of  Baroach  ;  Conqueft  of  Champaneer  ;  and  of  Powaogur.  Proceedings 
cf  a  Divijion  under  Lieutenant -Colonel  Campbell ;  his  lllnefs ;  Capture 
of  the  Fort  of  Cuttack,  of  Balefore,  and  of  Barabutty  ;  Importance  of 
thefe  Conquejis .  Proceedings  of  General  Lake  on  the  Frontier  of  Oude  ; 
Battle  of  Ally  Ghur ;  Capture  of  the  Fort  of  that  Name ;  Monjieur 
Perron  quits  the  Service  of  Scindiah,  and  is  allowed  to  retire  through  the 
Britijh  Dominions  ;  Battle  near  Delhi ;  General  Lake  waits  on,  liberates , 
and  confoles  the  Emperor  Shah  Allum  ;  his  deplorable  Condition .  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  a  Divijion  under  Colonel  Powell;  the  Enemy  driven  from 
Mundclcund,  General  Lake  forms  a  JunBion  with  Colonel  Vandeleur ; 
Capture  oj  Agra  ;  Battle  of  Lafwaree  ;  affcBing  Situation  of  General 
Lake .  f  urther  Proceedings  in  the  Deccan  ;  Capture  of  Boorhanpoor 
and  Affeer  Ghur  ;  General  Wellefley  purfues  the  Rajah,  of  Berar  ;  Scin¬ 
diah  again  propofes  Peace  ;  his  Treachery  ;  Battle  of  Argaum  ;  Capture 
kf  Gqwilghur  ;  the  Rajah  of  Berar  makes  a  feparate  Peace;  Terms  of 
the  Treaty  ;  Scindiah  is  alfo  obliged  to  make  Peace.;  Treaty  with  hinu 

2  Tranquillity 
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Tranquillity  reforcd  ;  Gratitude  of  the  Jdritijb  Su  hj  eel  $  in  India  to  toe 
Governor-General ,  and  Generals  Lake  and  Wellejley  ;  Honours  conferred 
on  thefe  Officers  by  the  Briti/h  Government .  War  in  Ceylon .  Its 
Origin;  Mode  of  Warfare  of  the  Natives;  its  Advantages;  General 
Macdovval  and  Colonel  B a  rout  march  againft  Candy ,  the  Capital  of 
Ceylon ,  which  they  capture  without  Refftance ;  depofe  the  King ,  and 
fet  up  Mooto  Sawney;  Sickue/s  prevails  ;  part  of  the  Troops  withdrawn 
'to  Col  umbo  ;  deceitful  Calm  of  the  Natives  ;  they  attack  Candy ;  expel 
the  Engljhy  and  contrary  to  a  Capitulation ,  murdered  them  ;  the  other 
Gar  r  if  on  s  faved.  The  King  of  Candy  invades  the  Brit  ijh  Settlements  ; 
hut  Reinforcements  arriving ,  he  is  repulfed  ;  Tranquillity  rejiored. 


,o0,  ]H\URTNG  thefe prepa- 
.  3*  rations,  his  High- 

*  nefs  the  nizam  died  at 
Hyderabad,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
his  elded  Ton,  who,  in  consequence 
of  the  excellent  regulations  made 
for  the  prefervation  oi  quiet,  af- 
cended  the  throne  without  dill  urb¬ 
an  ce  or  moleftation. 

General  Welleiley  had,  at  the 
clofe  of  April,  ordered  Colonel 
Stevenfon  to  coiled  the  fubfidiary 
force  and  the  nizarrfs  troops,  at 
Gardoon,  and  to  proceed  north¬ 
ward  toward  Aurungabad,  for  the 
protection  of  that  part  of  the  ni- 
zam’s  frontier.  This  detachment 
confided  of  two  companies  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  artillery,  one  regiment  of 
European  infantry,  two  regiments 
of  native  cavalry,  and  fix  battalions 
of  Sepoys,  with  a  well-appointed 
train  of  artillery,  and  the  whole 
ftrengthened  by  a  referve  compofed 
of  the  nizam’s  cavalry,  and  dis¬ 
ciplined  infantry.  The  force  now 
under  General  Welleiley  amounted 


to  §,903  men*,  and  was  encamped 
at  Walkee,  a  drong  fort  of  Scin- 
diah's,  at  a  fhort  didance  from 
Ahmednuggnr,  and  about  eighty 
miles  from  Poonah.  In  this  po- 
fition,  which  would  be  highly 
advantageous  in  cafe  of  war. 
General  Welleiley  awaited  the 
conclufion  of  the  negotiations  with 


6th 

Aug. 


the  Mahrattas. 

When  the  General  learnt 
from  Colonel  Collins  the 
refult  of  his  negotiations, 
as  foon  as  the  weather  allowed  he 
•commenced  hoff  ill  ties,  by  attack¬ 
ing  the  fortified  town  of  Ahmed- 
nuggur,  which  was  carried  by  ef- 
calade  the  fame  day.  A  flight  g  ^ 
refidance  was  made  in  the 
ftreets,  but  the  enemy  foon  eva¬ 
cuated  the  place.  The  lofs  of  the 
Englifh  was  four  officers  and  twenty- 
five  men  ;  but  that  of  the 
enemy  was  greater.  Bat¬ 
teries  were  alfo  opened 
againd  the  fortrefs  of  Ahmed- 
nuggur,  which  furrendered  in  two 


loth 
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European.  Native.  Total* 

*  Cavalry. — Ilis  Majefty’s  19th  dragoons,  and  the  4th,  5th, 

and  7th  regiments  native  cavalry  384  3347  173* 

Artillery  -  '  “  _  l7z 

Infantry. - His  Majefty’s  74th  and  78th  regiments,  and  fix 

battalions  of  fepoys  -  -  1368  5^3*  6999 


With  357  artillery  lafears,  and  653  Madras  pioneers. 


Total 
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days.  This?  fort  fecures  the  pom - 
munication  with  Boon ah,  and  af¬ 
fords  a  depot  for  hares  and  prc- 
vi  fions.  The  di  ft  riffs  dependent 
on  Ahmednuggur,  which  yield  an 
annual  revenue  of  _£  72,000,  were 
placed  under  the  temporary  ma¬ 
nagement  of  an  Englifti  officer, 
and  a  garrifon  was  ftatioped  in  the 
fort. 

I  All  neceftary  arrange- 
ments  being  completed, 
.i  General  Welleftey  ad  vanced 

*  to  the  Godavery  river, 

which  he  crofted,  and  reached  Au- 
rungabad.  Scindiah  and  the  ra¬ 
jah  of  Berar,  in  the  mean  time, 
entered  the  nizam’s  dominions  by 
the  Adjuntee  pafs,  with  a  large 
j  body  of  horfe;  and,  pafs- 

^  ’  ing  unobferved  between 
General  Welleftey’s  ftation  at  Au- 
rungabad,  and  that  of  Colonel 
Stevenfon  (who  had  moved  to  the 
eaftward  toward  the  Badowly 
ghaut)  had  reached  a  fmall  fort 
called  Jalnapoor,  about  forty  miles 
eaft  of  Aurungabad.  As  foon  as 
they  heard  of  General  Welleftey ’s 
arrival  at  that  city,  they  moved 
to  the  eaft  and  fouth,  intending, 
as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  crofs  the 
Godavery,  and  fall  upon  Hyde¬ 
rabad.  General  Welleftey,  how¬ 
ever,  counteracted  this  defign,  by 
marching  to  the  river,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  eaftward  along  its  left 
bank,  fo  that  the  enemy  cquld  not 
profs  the  Godavery  from  the  north 
without  falling:  in  with  the  Britifh 
force.  This  movement  not  only 
compelled  the  Mahrattas.  to  return 
to  the  northward  of  Jalnapoor,  but 
protefted  the  march  of  two  convoys 
of  grain  and  treafure  from  Mood- 
gul,  which  were  to  arrive  about 
this  time,  for  the  fupply  of  the 
forces.  Meanwhile,  Colonel  Ste¬ 


venfon  returning  from  the  ^ , 
eaftward,  attacked  and 
carried  the  fort  of  Jalna-  ^ePto 
poor.  Hp  made  repeated  attempts 
to  bring  the  chiefs  to  addon,  and 
at  length,  during  the  night,  , 
furprifed  their  camp,  and  ^ 
attacked  them  with  great  fuccefs. 

Finding  that  their  incurftons  to 
the  fouth  ward  were  not  attended 
with  good  fortune,  the  confede¬ 
rates  returned  toward  the  Ad¬ 
juntee  pafs,  where  they  were 
joined  by  a  body  of  regular  infantry 
under  Monfteur  Pohlman  and  Mon- 
ficur  Dupont,  confifting  of  16  bat¬ 
talions  with  a  large  and  well 
equipped  train  oh  artillery.  The 
enemy  5s  whole  army  fpeed-  ^  , 

ily  affembled  about  Boker- 
dun,  and  between  that  place  ^  ** 
and  Jaffierabad  ;  and  by  the  raoft 
accurate  accounts  it  appears  to 
have  amounted  to  about  38,500  ; 
of  whom  10,500  were  regular  in¬ 
fantry,  500  matchlock  men,  500 
rocket  men,  and  190  pieces  pf  ord¬ 
nance,  In  addition  to  this  force 
Scindfoh  had  an  advanced  party  of 
a  few  thoufand  well-trained  Mah- 
ratta  horfe  difperfed  through  the 
Adjuntee  hills. 

General  Welleftey  and  Colonel 
Stevenfon  having  joined  their  ^ 
forces  at  Budnapoor,  it  was  * 
agreed,  as  the  only  method  of 
bringing  the  enemy  to  addon,  that 
the  two  divifions  fhould  march 
feparately  againft  them.  In  ^ 
pursuance  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  Colonel  Stevenfon  fet  out 
by  the  weftern,  and  General  Wel- 
lefley  by  the  eaftern  route,  round 
the  hills  between  Budnapoor  and 
Jalna. 

When  General  Welleftey  , 
arrived  at  Naulnair,  he  ^ 

learnt  that  the  combined  armies 

.. 

,  were 
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wore  encamped  about  fix  miles 
from  the  .ground  his  troops  were  to 
have  occupied,  and  on  receiving 
this  intelligence,  with  no  lefs  fore-'' 
fight  than  courage,  prepared  to 
inarch  againft  them  immediately. 
He  knew  that  to  delay  the  attack 
would  give  the  Mahrattas  an  op-? 
portunity  of  ha  railing  him  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  while  he 
had  no  fufficient  protection  for  his 
baggage  ;  and  would  enable  them, 
if  they  Lhould  heat  of  Colonel  Ste- 
venfon’s  approach  (which  was  molt 
probable)  to  avoid  an  engagement 
by  withdrawing  in  the  night. 
Having  therefore  left  the  baggage 
and  {lores  in  fecurity  at  Naulnair, 
the  General  moved  on  toward  the 
army  of  the  confederates,  which  he 
found  encamped  between  and  along 
the  courfe  of  two  rivers,  the 
Kaitna  and  the  Juah,  toward  their 
jundion.  Their  line  extended  cafb 
and  weft  alona;  the  north  fide  of  the 
Kaitna  river,  the  banks  of  which 
are  high  and  rocky,  and  impalfable 
for  guns,  excepting  at  places  ciofb 
to  the  villages.  The  right  of  the 

O  ^  O  ^ 

enemy,  which  conlifted  entirely  of 
cavalry,  was  polled  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bokerdun,  and  extended  to 
their  line  of  infantry,  which  was 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  fortified  village  of  Affye.  The 
Britifh  army  had  marched  fourteen 
miles  to  Naulnair;  and  the  difi. 
tance  from  that  place  to  the  ene¬ 
my’s  camp  being  fix  miles,  it  was 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  before 
the  Britifh  troops  came  in  light  of 
them. 


Though  General  Welle fley  ar¬ 
rived  in  front  of  the  enemy's  right, 
he  prudently  moved  round  to  their 
left  flank,  where  their  guns  and  in¬ 
fantry  were  placed,  covering  lus 


column  of  infantry 


_  j 

r  .  y 
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the 


Britiih 


cavalry  in  the  rear,  and  the  peifh- 
w  ah’s  and  My  fore  cavalry  on  the 
right  flank.  Having  eroded  the 
river  Kaitna  at  a  ford  beyond  the 
enemy’s  left  flank.  General  Wel- 
lefley  formed  the  infantry  in  two 
lines,  with  the  Britiih  cavalry,  as 
a  refer ve  in  a  third,  in  an  open 
fpace  between  the  Kaitna  and  the 
Juah  rivers,  which  run  nearly  pa¬ 
rallel.  The  peifliwah’s  and  the  My. 
fore  cavalry  remained  on  the  op  po¬ 
lite  (the  fouth)  fide  of  the  river,  on 
the  left  flank  of  the  Britifh  troops, 
to  keep  in  check  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  had 
followed  General  Wellefley*s  route 
from  the  right  of  their  own  po. 
fltion. 

"The  Britifh  army  confided  of 
about  4,500  men,  2000  of  whom 
were  Europeans.  That  of  the 
Mahrattas  contained  between  go 
and  40,000  men  partly  commanded 
by  Europeans. 

The  enemy  had  commenced  a 
dillant  cannonade  as  the  Ermlifh 
approached  the  Kaitna  river,  but 
having  difeovered  General  Wei- 
lefley’s  intention  to  attack  their 
left,  they  changed  the  difpofition 
of  their  infantry  and  guns  from 
the  line  along  the  north  bank  of 
the  Kaitna,  and  extended  them 
from  that  river  to  the  village  of 
Affye,  on  the  juah  river,  which 
was  on  the  right  of  the  Britilli 
army.  At  right  angles  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy's  flrfl  line,  a  fe- 
cond  line  was  formed,  with  its 
left  toward  Affye,  and  its  rear  to 
the  Juah  river,  along  the  bank  of 
which  it  extended  in  a’wefterly  di- 
red  ion. 

In  this  pofition  were  the  enemy 
when  the  Bririfh  troops  advanced 

■i 

under  a  hu-tvy  and  mod  deftrudive 
tire,  ’The  Britifh  artillery  had 

OpC.U*d 
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opened  upon  the  enemy,  but  pro¬ 
duced  little  effect  on  their  power- 

x 

ful  line  of  infantry  and  guns  ;  and 
id  many  of  the  bullocks  and  men 
were  already  difabled,  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Welle  Hey  was  compelled  to 
move  forward  without  artillery, 
bireding Lie-utemmt  Colonel  Max¬ 
well  with  the  cavalry  to  protect 
the  right  of  the  line  as  it  advanced, 
The  enemy  were  foon,  notwith¬ 
standing  their  tremendous  fire, 
driven  back  upon  their  Second  line 
in  front  of  the  juah  river.  The 

\  *  V  ‘b 

74th  regiment  fuffered  fo  mate¬ 
rially  from  the  enemy’s  cannonade, 
that  a  party  of  cavalry  ventured  to 
attack  them,  but  the  Britifh  ca¬ 
valry  in  turn  charged  them  with 
vigour,  and  drove  them  with  great 
(laughter  into  the  Juah  river, 

.  At  length  the  fteady  intrepidity 
of  the  Britifh  army  proved  vic¬ 
torious,  and  the  whole  line  of  the 
Mahrattas  gave  way  :  while  our 
cavalry,  who  had  eroded  to  the 
northward  of  the  juah  river,  broke 
in  among  their  fcattered  infantry, 
and  purfued  them  along  the  banks 
with  great  efted.  General  Wel- 
lefley's  force  loft  many  advantages 
in  the  heat  of  adion,  from  the  in¬ 
feriority  of  its  numbers  ;  many  of 
the  enemy’s  cannon,  which  our 
troops  had  pafled  by  in  the  purfuit, 
were  now  turned  againft  them 
from  behind,  by  individuals  who 
had  efcnped  notice  by  throwing 
themfeives  down  as  if  dead,  an  ar¬ 
tifice  very  common  in  the  native 
armies  of  India.  To  flop  the  fi re 
from  thefe  guns,  General  Wei- 
ielley  himfelf  returned,  with  the 
78th  regiment,  and  the  7th  regi¬ 
ment  of  native  cavalry  ;  in  effed- 
ine  this  objed  his  horfe  was  fhot 


under  him.  In  the .  mean  time 
Lieut. -Colonel  Maxwell  charged 
a  body  of  infantry  which  had  re¬ 
tired  and  was  again  formed,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  adion  he  was 
killed  ;  but  the  enemy  gave  way, 
and  this  fuccefs,  with  that  of 
General  Weilefley  againft  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  ended  the  conteft  ;  the 
whole  of  the  enemy  retreated, 
leaving  twelve  hundred  men.  dead 
on  the  field  of  battle,  the  whole 
country  covered  with  their  wound¬ 
ed,  and,  in  the  polTeftion  of  the 
Britifh  troops,  ninety -eight  pieces 
of  cannon,  feven  ftandards,  their 
camp  equipage,  a  great  number  of 
bullocks  and  camels,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  military  ftores  and  am¬ 
munition.  It  is  reported  that 
Scindiah’s  principal  minifter  re^ 
ceived  a  wound  in  the  adion,  of 
which  he  afterwards  died,  and  an 
European  officer  (apparently  of 
rank)  was  alfo  cut  down,  and 
afterwards  found  dead  on  the  held 
of  battle.  This  brilliunt  vidory 
was  not  achieved  without  great 
lofs  but  the  whole  adion  re- 
fleds  the  higheft  honour  on  the 
fpirit  and  ability  of  the  general, 
and  the  promptnefs  and  courage  of 
the  troops,  who  advanced,  un- 
proteded  by  their  cannon  againft 
an  army  tar  fuperior  in  numbers, 
and  partly  commanded  by  French 
officers  ;  and  againft  an  artillery, 
well  fervedand  amazingly  deftruc- 
tive,  which  they  carried  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  The  adion 
lafted  three  hours,  and  the  Britifh 
troops  had  marched  twenty  miles 
before  its  commencement. 

In  confequence  of  fome  ^ 
unforefeen  impediments, 

(from  which,  however,  no  blame 


*  Four  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  including  officers. 


can 
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can  refult  to  him)  Colonel  Steven- 
fon  did  not  arrive  till  the  evening 
of  the  following  day.  He  was 
immediately  detached  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy  f 

After  fome  time  General 


8th 

oa. 


Welleftey  received  a  letter 
from  Scindiah’s  camp,  figur¬ 
ed  by  Ballajee  Khoonjur,  one  of 
that  chief’s  minifters,  requefting 
him  to  fend  a  Britifh  officer,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  officer  of  the  fubah 
of  the  Deccan,  to  negotiate  terms 
of  peace.  This  requeft  the  ge¬ 
neral  refufed,  as  no  reference  was 
made  to  the  authority  of  either 
Scindiah  or  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and 
confequently  it  was  uncertain  whe¬ 
ther  the  application  aHually  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  them ;  and  as  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  a  Britifh  officer  in  the 
camp  of  the  chiefs  at  that  time 
might  have  been  reprefented  by 
them  as  a  requeft  on  our  part  for 
peace,  and  fo  have  tended  to 
keep  up  the  fpirits  and  prevent  the 
difperfion  of  their  troops.  At  the 
fame  time  General  Welleftey  pro- 
mifed  to  receive  with  all  honour 
and  refpedf  any  perfon  who  might 
arrive  in  thp  Britifh  camp  for  the 
purpofe  of  negotiation,  under  the 
authority  of  Scindiah  or  the  rajah 
of  Berar. 

The  confederates  having  col¬ 
lected  the  remains  of  their  broken 
army,  and  moved  to  the  weftward 
along  the  bank  of  the  Taptee, 
General  Welleftey  determined  not 
to  defcend  the  Adjuntee  ghaut 
with  the  divifion  under  his  im¬ 
mediate  command,  but  to  remain 
to  the  fouthward,  and  regulate  his 
movements  by  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
while  Colonel  Stevenfon  was  or¬ 
dered  to  move  forward  toward 
Boorhanpoor  and  Affieer-Ghur, 


cr„ 


3 1  is  neceftary  to  break  oft'  the 
narrative  of  proceedings  in  this 
part  of  India,  to  relate  the  progrefs 
of  the  Britifh  arms,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  other  diftrkls  of  that 
Continent. 

Lieut  .-Colonel  Wood-  n 
ingtonof  the  Bombay  eftab 
lifliment,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  compofed  of  the  86th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  a  proportion  uf  Euro¬ 
pean  artillery  and  native  infantry, 
marched  from  Baroda,  toward  the 
fort  of  Baroach,  near  which  he 
yvas  met  by  the  enemy, 
whom  he  foon  compelled  to 
take  refuge  in  the  fort.  ^  ^ 
Preparations  having  been 

1  O 

previoufty  made,  and,  a  bat  tery  of 
two  1 8  pounders  erected,  Colonel 
Woodingron  commenced  operations 
againft  this  fort  refs.  A  ^  . 
praHicable  breach  was  * 

fpeedily  effected,  but,  expecting 
the  arrival  of  the  Fury  gun  veffel, 
and  an  armed  boat,  which  were  to 
take  their  ftations  oppoftte  to  the 
fort ;  and  confidering  that  it  was 
likely  at  that  hour  to  find  the 
enemy  off  their  guard,  the  colonel 
deferred  the  affault  from  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning  till  three  in  the 
afternoon.  The  veffel  not  being 
able  to  approach  in  time,  owing 
to  the  fhallownefs  of  the  water, 
the  ftorming  party,  conftfting  of 
i oo  Europeans,  and  200  natives, 
led  by  Capt.  Richardfon,  of  the 
86th  regiment,  fupported  by  a 
fecond  parry  of  150  Europeans, 
and  250  Sepoys,  under  Major 
Cuyler,  of  the  fame  regiment,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  referve  compofed  of 
100  Europeans,  and  100  Sepoys, 
under  Captain  Bethune,  of  the 
Bombay  eftablifhment,  advanced 
to  the  breach,  the  afeent  to  widely 

was 
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was  uncommonly  Reep.  The  re¬ 
finance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
was  vigorous,  but  they  were  foon 
Compelled  to  abandon  the  fort, 
which  was  carried  by  the  Britifh 
troops  with  very  trifling  lofs. 
After  Capt.  Richardfon  had  ob¬ 
tained  poffefTion  of  the  firft  gate- 
way,  i'vj,ajor  Cuvier  pufned  for¬ 
ward,  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he 
overtook  a  party  of  Arabs  be¬ 
fore  they  had  time  to  efcape  from 
the  fort,  and  killed .  about  200. 
The  capture  of  Baroach  fecured  to 

1 

the  Englifh  the  diftrief  of  the  fame 
name,  yielding  an  annual  revenue 
dlimated  at  eleven  lacks  of  ru¬ 
pees. 

This  victory  was  followed  by 
the  conquer!  of  Champaneer,  the 
only  diftriT  remaining  to  Scindiah 
in  Guzerat.  Colonel  Wopdington 
then  attacked  the  fortified  hill  of 
Powangur,  to  which  the  town  of 
Champaneer  is  attached.  This 
fortrefs  is  about  25  miles  eaft  of 
Brodera,  and  on  the  weflern  con¬ 
fines  of  the  province  of  Mahva. 
Champaneer  was  taken  by  affault 
,  with  little  lofs,  and  Powan- 
1  o-ur  capitulated  as  the  troops 

B  were  preparing  to  ftorra  it. 

Operations  were-  carrying  on 
with  equal  fpirit  in  the  cafiern  part 
of  the  continent,  where  the  ob j eft 
was  the  reduction  of  Cuttack.  For 
this  purpofe  a  part  of  the  northern 
divifion  of  the  Madras  army  and 
a  detachment  from  Bengal,  com- 
pofed  of  two  companies  of  His 
Majefly’s  2  2d  regiment,  and  four 
of  the  20th  battalion  of  fepoys, 
were  affembled,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  of  the  74th,  at-  the  Britifh 
Ration  of  Gan  jam.  This  fettle- 
snent  is  R tuated  on  the  iea  coaft  of 


the  northern  Sircars,  about  qy 
Englifh  miles  fouth  of  the  province 
of  Cuttack.  The  body  comprized 
573  Europeans,  and  2,408  fepoys, 
befides  a  fmall  corps  of  artillery. 
Colonel  Campbell  was  alfo  rein¬ 
forced  by  500  Bengal  native  vo¬ 
lunteers  under  Capt.  Dick,  who 
was  to  have  occupied  the  poft  qf 
Balafore,  but  was  now  ordered  to 
join,  the  troops  at  Ganjam,  as  a 
vigorous  refinance  was  expeHed 

O  v  f 

from  the  fort  of  Cuttack.  A  de¬ 
tachment  of  equal  fl l  ength,  under 
Capt.  Morgan,  was  font  to  Bala- 
fore,  a  feaport,  belonging  to  the 
rajah  of  Berar,  and  diflant  about 
2  c  miles  from  the  river  Suban- 

J 

reeka.  which  in  that  quarter 

*  x 

divides  the  Britifh  territories 
from  the  province  of  Cut¬ 
tack.  At  the  fame  time  a 
force  was  affembled  at  Jelafore,  a 
town  ii mated  on  the  Englifh  fide 
of  the  Subanreeka,  20  miles  from 
the  fea.  This  detachment,  con¬ 
fining  of  770  fepoys,  and  84  men 
of  the  governor- general’s  body 
guard,  was  commanded  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Ferguffon,  and  was 
defigned  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  Balafore  detachment,  when  the 
Rate  of  the  intermediate  country, 
and  the  progrefs  of  the  main  di- 
vifiOn  from  Gan; am,  fhouid  favour 
that  movement.  Lieutenant.  Co¬ 
lonel  Ferguffon  was  fupported  by 
800  fepoys,  fome  artillery,  and 
£00  Bengal  native  volunteers,  at 
Midnapore,  a  military  Ration  in 
the  Britifh  dominions,  45  miies 
north  of  Balafore. 

Colonel  Campbell  being  dif- 
abled  by  a  violent  fever  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  detachment  from 
Ganjam,  the  governor-general, 
the  colonel’s  requcR,  difpatched  tn 
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endangered 


i  ith. 


hie  {lead  his  own  military  fecre- 
tary,  Colonel  Harcourt.  The 
troops  marched  from  Gan  jam,  and 
Colonel  Campbell, notwith- 
c *  Handing  his  fevere  illnefs, 

'  attempted  to  accompany 
them,  bat  after  one  day's  march, 
was  carried  back  in  a  Hate  which 
his  life  for  feveral 
weeks.  When  Colonel 
Harcourt  arrived,  he  took 
,  the  command,  and  captured 
*  *  Man ickpa tarn  without  re¬ 

finance.  F rom  this  ifation  Colo- 
lonel  Harcourt  fent  to  the  chief 
bramins  of  the  great  pagoda  of 
Jaggernaut,  encouraging  them  to 
place  that  fancluary  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Englifn  troops.  A 
favourable  anfwer  was  received, 
and,  the  Mahrattas  having  evacu¬ 
ated  the  place,  the  troops  immedi¬ 
ately  encamped  there. 

i  The  heavy  rains  and 

O  l  c‘ie  risers  de¬ 

layed  the  d  pasture,  and 
impeded  the  march  of  the  forces 
from  ]a< 
in  their  pr 
much  annoy 

ties  of  whom  they  freq 
gaged  and  defeated.  T 
Cuttack  immediately  furrendered. 

^  ^  Captain  Morgan  had  pre- 
^  vioufiy  landed  at  Balafore, 

’  which  was  taken,  after  fome 
refiflance  ;  and  two  detachments  of 

ill  Ocl  fcp°ysj  after  a  Ikirmifh 
with  the  enemv,  beinsr 

*  *  O 

Reinforced  by  a  third,  occupied 
the  poll:  ofSoorong,  20  miles  fouth 
of  Balafore. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Fer- 


togrefs 


Cuttack, 

but 

iey  were 

not 

2  enemy, 

par- 

"requently 

en- 

The  tow 

rn  of 

23d 


guffon, 


with  his  detach- 


e^r*  ment,  had  alfo  moved  from 
Jelafbre,  and  arrived  at  Balafore  in 
'  ^  11  days.  He  then  pro- 
q  ^  .  ceeded  to  the  fouthward  to 
v*OJ'  join  Colonel  Harcourt  at 


Cuttack.  Far  from  offering  any 
moleflation  to  the  troops  in  their 
progrefs,  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  received  them  with  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  gave  them  every  affiftance 
in  their  power. 

Meanwhile  ,  Colonel  Harcourt 
had  been  making  preparations  at 
Cuttack,  for  the  liege  of  Barabutty* 
a  fortrefs  of  con  fide  table  (Length, 
acceffible  only  by  a  narrow  bridge 
over  a  wet  ditch  20  feet  deep,  and 
varying  in  breadth  from  33  to  13c 
feet,  according  to  the  position  of 
the  baftions.  A  battery  for  one 
1  2. pounder,  two  fix- pound¬ 
ers,  and  two  .howitzers, 


opened  in  the  morning,  and 


1 4-tJ 1 
OFtob, 


by  1 1  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  all 
the  enemy’s  guns  being  fiienced, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Clayton  ad¬ 
vanced  with  one  fix-pounder,  a 
party  of  artillery  men,  zoo  Euro¬ 
peans  from  his  Majefty’s  22-d,  and 
the  Madras  regiments,  and  430 
fepoys  from  the  20th  Bengal,  and 
the  9th  and  19th  regiments  of  Ma¬ 
dras  native  infantry,  to  ftorrn  the 
fort.  In  palling  the  bridge  the 
party  were  expofed  to  a  heavy7  but 
ill -directed  fire  of  mulketry  from 
the  fort.  The  gate  had  been 
(Lengthened  with  m.dles  of  Hone, 
and  was  pa  {Table  only  by  a  wicket. 
Forty  minutes  elapfed  before  the 
afiailants  fucceedcd  in  opening  this 
paflage,  when  they  entered  one  by 
one,  and  although  they  met  with 
confiderable  refill  a  nee  in  faffing 
through  this,  and  forcing  two 
other  gates,  they  were  at  length 
completely  victorious  ;  the  enemy, 
who  had  loll  four  flandards,  and 
fuffered  materially  in  other  refpeeb, 
quitted  the  fort  with  precipita¬ 
tion,  and  many  were  drowned  in 
attempting  to  efcape.  By  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Barabutty  the  conqucft 
of  Cuttack  was  completed. 


so] 
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The  poiTefTion  of  this  province, 
valuable  in  itielf,  at  all  times,  was, 
at  the  prefent  crifts,  of  peculiar  im¬ 
portance,  as  it  was  efiential  to  the 
plan  of  (hutting  up  this  whole  coaft 
from  any  communication  with 
France.  While  Cuttack  remained 
a  hoftile  province*  and  the  north 
call:  monfoon  prevailed,  the  Britilh 
government  at  Fort  William  was 
cut  olf  from  all  intercdurfe*  either 
by  land  of  fee*  with  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  Madras  and  Bombay,  with 
General  Wellefley,  and  with  the 
refidents  at  Hyderabad  and  Poo- 
nah  ;  and  this  at  a  period  rendered 
doubly  momentous  by  the  renewal 
of  war  with  France,  and  the  ex¬ 
pected  hoflilities  with  Holland. 

During  thefe  tranfaefions  the 
French  power  was  receiving  a 
death  blow  on  the  frontier  of  Quae* 
where  the  fchemes  of  Perron  had 
been  fo  long  maturing.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  operations  in  this  part  of 
India,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
committed  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  General  Lake,  who  was  en- 
trufled  with  full  diferetionary  pow¬ 
ers  to  conclude  upon  the  fpot  any 
arrangements  which  might  appear 
iieceiiary  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  plan  of  operations  which  he 
this  to  put  in  execution. 

In  order  to  occupy  a  favourable 
pOfttiOn  in  the  event  of  hoflilities 
faith  Scindiah*  General  Lake  quit- 
,  ted  Cawnpoor*  and  in  three 
*  weeks  arrived  near  Coel,  a 
J" L1&*  town  belonging  to  the  ene- 
^  my.  During  his  march  a 
T  letter  reached  him  from  Co- 
:  *  lonel  Collins  (the  Britifh 

fefldentin  SeindiahJscampN;  hating 
bis  intention  to  repair  immediately 
'  r  .  to  Aurangabad;  and  the 
?  * 1  General  having  afterward 
received  a  difpatch  from  the  Go¬ 


vernor-General,  authorizing  him 
to  begin  hoftile  operations  un  lefts 
he  had  particular  inftruCtionS 
to  the  contrary  from  General  WeL 
lefiey,  moved  into  the  territories 
of  Scindiah  to  attack  Per-  ^ 
iron's  force,  which  had  been  ^ 
aflemhled  near  the  fort  of  Ally 
Ghur.  He  reached  this  fpot  about 
feven  the  fame  morning  ;  the  ene¬ 
my  inftantly  (truck  their  tents,  and 
theif  cavalry  drew  up  on  the  plain 
clofe  tc?  the  fortrefs,  in  number 
about  i  r,ooo,  of  which  from  4  to 
5,000  were  regulars. 

Their  pofition  was  highly  fa¬ 
vourable  ;  proteded  in  front  by  an 
extenfive  fwamp,  on  the  right  by 
the  tort  of  Ally  Ghur,  and  on  the 
left  by  fome  villages  occupied  by 
their  ovVn  troops.  The  command 
der  in  chief,  however,  determined 
to  turn  their  left  flank,  for  which 
purpofe  the  cavalry  advanced  in 
two  lines,  fupported  by  their  in¬ 
fantry.  During  their  approach  the 
enemy  annoyed  them  by  a  fmart 
fite  of  matchlocks  from  the  vil¬ 
lages,  and  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
headed  by  a  regular  cor(3s  ofhorfe* 
moved  toward  our  troops,  but 
were  forced  to  retreat  by  a  few 
rounds  from  the  galloper  guns.— 
Perron  and  Ins  forces  were  fo 
daunted  by  the  refolute  advance  of 
the  Britifh  army,  that  they  aban¬ 
doned  the  held  without  fruiting  tc* 

O 

the  chance  of  an  engagement. — 
This  movement  was  fo  rapid,  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  come  up  with 
and  charge  them,  though  it  was 
feveral  times  attempted.  How¬ 
ever;  the  reputation  of  Perron  fu fi¬ 
fe  fed  fo  far  by  filch  ah  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  inferiority;  that  he  was 
deferred  Bv  feveral  of  his  confede- 
rates; 

Alter  this  aCtion*  General  Lake 

cn» 
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encamped  between  Coel  and  the 
fortrefs  of  Ally  Ghur  ;  and  having 
in  vain  fummoned  its  commander, 
Monfieur  Pedron,  to  furrender, 
prepared  to  carry  it  by  itorm. — - 
This  fort  is  of  fmgular  ftrength  ;  it 
has  a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  with  a 
fine  glacis,  and  the  country  tor  a 
mile  round  is  levelled,  and  com¬ 
pletely  expofed  in  every  point  to 
the  fire  of  the  fort.  There  is  only 
one  entrance,  which  is  very  intri¬ 
cate,  and  over  a  narrow  caufeway, 
Under  which  the  enemy  had  com¬ 
menced  a  mine,  but  had  omitted 
to  condrupt  a  draw-bridge  ;  and 
thus  our  troops  were  enabled  to 
pafs  the  ditch  on  the  caufeway, 
and  immediately  to  aifail  the  body 
of  the  place. 

.  In  the  morning  the  fort 

^  was  ftormed  by  a  party  un- 
Cht’  dcr  Colonel  Monfon,  con¬ 
fiding  of  a  detachment  of  artillery, 
with  two  twelve-pounders,  fetor 
companies  of  the  76th  regiment, 
the  4th  regiment  of  fepoys,  and 
four  companies  of  the  2d  battalion 
of  the  17th  regiment  ol  fepoys. — 
At  half  after  four  the  dorming  par¬ 
ty,  protected  by  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  Britifh  batteries,  advanced  un¬ 
perceived  till  they  came  within  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  As 
foon  as  they  were  difeovered,  Co¬ 
lonel  Monlon  endeavoured  to  en¬ 
ter  the  fort  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  enemy’s  guards,  who  had  been 
flattened  outiide.  He  palled  the 
bread-work  in  this  manner,  but 
found  the  firft  gate  {hut.  An  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  fcale  it,  but  the 
appearance  of  a  formidable  row  of 
pikeinen  rendered  this  impoflible. 


and  a  twelve-pounder  vPas  brought 
up,  not  without  much  delay  and 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  inconveni¬ 
ent  fituation  of  the  place.  After  an 
interval  of  twenty  minutes,  during 
which  the  dorming  party  were  ex¬ 
pofed  to  a  heavy  fire  and  fevers' 
lofs*,  the  gate  gave  way.  The 
party,  under  Major  Macleod,  in 
the  place  of  Colonel  Monfon,  who 
had  been  wounded,  now  proceeded 
in  a  circular  direction  round  a 
ftrong  badion  of  mafonry,  along  a 
narrow  road,  and  through  two 
gateways,  which  they  forced  with 
eafe,  to  a  fourth,  which  led  into 
the  body  of  the  fort,’4  When  the 
1  2-pounder  had  been  with  infinite 
difficulty  brought  up  to  this  gate, 
it  was  found  impoffible  to  force  it, 
on  which  Major  Macleod  pufhed 
through  the  wicket  and  entered  the 
interior  of  the  fort.  This  intre¬ 
pid  a  ft  ten  completed  the  viftofy, 
after  a  flrugsrle  of  ail  hour,  during 
which  the  lofs  on  our  part  was  very 
heavy,  as  well  as  that  cf  the  ene¬ 
my,  of  whom  about  2000  were  kil¬ 
led,  and  Pedron,  the  commandant, 
was  taken  prifoner.  A  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  dores  and  ordnance,  as  well 
as  money,  was  found  in  the  for¬ 
trefs,  as  it  was  the  grand  depot  of 
military  fiores,  and  the  ufuai  red- 
dence  of  Monfieur  Perron. 

Ally  Ghur  having  been 
placed  in  a  date  of  proper 
fecurity.  General  Lake  '  ' 
commenced  his  march  toward  Dcte 
hi.  On  the  fame  day  he  received 
a  letter  from  Monfieur  Perron,  in¬ 
forming  him,  that  he  had  quitted 
the  fervice  of  Sdndiah,  and  beg¬ 
ging  perm iffion  to  pafs  with  his  fa- 


*  Lieutenant  Turton,  of  die  41I1  regiment,  with  four  grenadiers  and  the  adjutant  of 
the  76th,  wer«  killed  here. 


milv 


■  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


32] 

thily  to  Lucknow,  through  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  the  Company,  and  of  the 
vizier ;  requefling  aifo  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  an  efcort,  either  of  his  own 
guard,  or  of  Britifh.  troops.  Ge¬ 
neral  Lake  complied  immediately 
with  this  requeft  giving  orders, 
that  an  Enojifh  officer  fhould  con- 
du6l  Monfi  ur  Perron  on  his  way, 
and  that  every  mark  of  honour  and 
refpedf  fhould  be  fhewn  him.  The 
reafon  affigned  by  Monfieur  Perron 
for  this  proceeding  was,  that  an 
Officer  had  been  appointed  to  fu- 
perfede  him  in  his  charge*  and  that 
the  treachery  of  the  Europeans 
about  him  rendered  his  fchemes 
hopelefs.  The  fall  of  Ally  Ghur 
was,  perhaps,  one  of  his  motives 
for  retiring  from  the  feene  of  ope¬ 
rations. 

8th  ^  a*raF  next  arr*ve^ 
~  at  Koorjah,  a  fort  of  feme 

CPC*  ft  length,  about  30  mi  es 
from  Ally  Ghur;  it  had  been  de- 
ferted  by  the  enemy  as  foon  as  they 
heard  of  the  taking  oi  tha  t  fort  refs. 
About  this  time,  Intel  igencc  ar¬ 
rived  that  a  numerous  party  of  ca¬ 
valry,  under  a  Frenchman  named 
Tleury,  had  made  an  in  11  Ton  on 
the  company’s  frontier,  and  twice 
attacked  a  detachment:  of  five  com¬ 
panies  of  fepoys, ,  with  one  gun, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunning¬ 
ham,  at  Shekoabad,  who 'was  at 
length  obliged  to  fur-render,  The 
commander  in  chief  immediately 
Lent  Colonel  Macao  with  three  re¬ 
giments  of  cavalry,  and  Colonel 
Clarke  with  the  fecond  brigade  os 
infantry,  to  join  Colonel  Vande- 

leuCi  who  was  in  the  neighbour- 
<  *-> 

hood  of  Futty  Ghur;  but,  before 
the  arrival  of  thefe parties,  the  ene¬ 
my  repalfed  the  Jumna,  and  dif- 
peifed;  when  Col.  Macan  reach¬ 


ed  the  fort  of  Firozeabad  the  6n£C 
my  abandoned  the  place. 

After  a  march  of  18  ^  ^ 

atniles,  General  Lake  en¬ 
camped  near  the  Jehna  Nullahy 
about  fix  miles  from  Delhi,  at  11 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  Intelli¬ 
gence  had  been  received  that  Mon- 
fieur  Louis  Bourquien  had* eroded 
the  Jumna  in  the  night,  with  16 
battalions  of  regular  infantry,  fix 
thoufand  cavalry,  and  a  confident- 
ble  train  ol  ordnance,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  attacking  the  commanded 
in  chief.  The  tents  were  fcarcely 
pitched,  when  fo  large  a  force  ap¬ 
peared  in  front  as  to  oblige  the 
grand  guard  and  advanced  picquets 
to  turn  out.  Their  numbers  in- 
c rearing,  General  Lake  proceeded 
with  the  whole  cavalry  to  recon¬ 
noitre  them.  He  found  theni 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  in 
full  force,  on  a  rifing  ground.*— 
Each  flank  was  covered  by  a  fwamb 
beyond  which  the  cavalry  were  ftvu 
tioned  :  the  front  was  protected  by 
a  line  of  in  trenchments  and  a  nume¬ 
rous  artillery,  which  opened  on 
our  cavalry  as  they  approached. 

Orders  were  immediately  given 
that  the  infantry  fhould  join  the  ca¬ 
valry  which  had  advanced  two 
miles.  The  number  of  the  enemy 
amounted  to  19,600  men;  that  of 
the  Englifh  to  about  4,  :;oo  :  which 
fmall  force  confifted  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  76th  regimenf,  feven  batta¬ 
lions  of  fepovs,  a  train  of  artillery* 
the  27th  dragoon?,  and  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  native  cavalry.  Though 
the  orders  cf  the  commander  in 
chief  were  obeyed  with  all  poftible 
alacrity,  an  hour  elapfed  before 
the  infantry  came  up  with  the  ca¬ 
va!  rv. 

General  Lake,  having  obferved 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE, 


tile  extreme  difficulty  of  attacking: 
Bourquien  in  this  polition,  ordered 
the  Britifh  cavalry  to  retire,  hoping 
by  a  feigned  retreat  to  draw  the 
enemy  from  their  Ration,  and  at 
the  fame  time  cover  the  advance 
of  the  infantry.  The  cavalry  ac¬ 
cordingly  fell  back,  and  the  enemy 
purfued  them  with  all  their  guns, 
with  fhouts  and  demonftrations  of 
triumph,  till  the  Britifh  cavalry 
opened  in  the  centre,  and  they 
found  themfelves  oppofed  hyaline 
of  infantry.  This  checked  their 
advance  ;  the  Britifh  infantry, 
with  the  cavalry  in  a  fecond  line 
behind,  moved  forward  in  the  face 
of  a  tremendous  fire  of  round, 
grape,  and  chain  fhot,  Gen.  Lake 
leading  them  on,  at  the  head  of  the 
7 6th  regiment.  When  they  arrived 
within  one  hundred  paces  of  the 
enemy,  till  which  time  they  had 
not  taken  their  mufkets  from  their 
(boulders,  orders  were  given  to 
charge  with  bayonets  j  the  whole 
Britifh.  line  fired  a  volley,  and 
rufhed  on  the  enemy  with  fuch 
fury,  as  to  bear  them  back  in  every 
direction  :  the  line  then  broke  into 
columns  of  companies ;  the  caval¬ 
ry,  charging  through  the  intervals, 
fell  upon  the  retreating  enemy,  and 
drove  them  with  imtrienfe  {laugh¬ 
ter  into  the  middle  of  the  Jumna 
river,  while  the'  galloper  guns 
opened  upon  the  fugitives,  and  in- 
creafed  the  carnage. 

The  enemy  left  behind  all  their 
artillery  {68  pieces  of  ordnance).,  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition,  and 
fome  treafure.  They  are  fuppofed 
to  have  loft  no  lefs  than  3000  men. 
The  Britifh  army,  with  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  were  under  arms 
17  hours,  and  the  lofs  was  con  ft- 
derabie. 

Vol.  XLVI.  or  Vol.  IV.  New 
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The  confcquence  of  this  victory 
was  the  evacuation  of  Delhi,  in 
fight  of  which  the  battle  was 
fought'.  The.  Empefor  Shah  AN 
lurrt,  now  delivered  from  the  French 
power,  fent  immediately  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Lake,  expfeffimg  his  wifn  to 
place  himfelf  under  the  protection 
of  the  Englifh  arms.  Mon-  , 
fieur  Bourquien  and  four  ^ 
other  French  officers  furrendered 

themfelves  prifoners. 

1 

The  army  being  encamped  oft 
the  banks  of  the  Jumna,  General 
Lake  expreffed  his  defire  of  wait¬ 
ing  on  the  Emperor  to  congratu¬ 
late  him  on  the  events  which  had 
rcleafed  him  from  confinement  and 
degradation.  The  emperor  fent 
his  eldeft  fon  Mirza  Akbar  Shah 
to  conduCf  General  Lake  through 

t  o 

the  city  to  his  palace.  Theftreets 
of  Delhi  were  thronged  on  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  occafion,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  the  cavalcade  pro¬ 
ceeded.  They  did  not  reach  the 
palace  till  fun-fet.  General  Lake, 
being  at  length  introduced,  found 
the  venerable  emperor  of  thefe  vaft 
dominions  fcated  under  a  fmall  tat¬ 
tered  canopy,  and  exhibiting  in 
his  perfon  all  the  raiferies  of  ex¬ 
treme  indigence,  total  blindnefs, 
and  negleCted  old  age  ;  furrounded 
in  his  own  capital  by  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  fallen  power  and  ruined 
magnificence ;  and  juft  delivered 
from  degradation  and  captivity  by 
the  interference  of  a  remote  Euro- 

#  1 

peari  nation. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  joy  and 
gratitude  of  the  emperor,  and  the 
exultation  of  his  people  on  this 
molt  affeCting  occalion.  The  fe¬ 
cond  title  in  the  empire,  a  title  of 
extravagant  praife,  was  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  commander  in 

Series*  [CJ  chief  k 
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chiefs  j  &nd  the  native  news 
writers  who  defcribed  the  fcene, 
declared,  in  the  hyberbolical  ftyle 
of  the  eaft,  that  his  Majefty  Shah 
Allum  recovered  his  light  from  ex- 
cefs  of  joy. 

Thus  was  the  throne  of  India  de¬ 
livered  from  the  power  of  France, 
while  the  fupporters  of  that  power, 
foiled  in  their  attempts,  and  ob¬ 
jects  of  indignation  to  the  people  in 
general,  were  forced  to  folicit  the 
forbearance  and  protection  of  the 
jBritilh  government. 


24th. 


Having  made  every  ne- 
celfary  arrangement  to  fe- 
cure  the  freedom  and  comfort  of 
the  emperor,  General  Lake  march¬ 
ed  toward  Agra. 

During  thefe  operations, 
o  ^  the  detachment  under  Lieu- 
v  tenant  Colonel  Powell,  of 

tfee  Bengal  eftablilhment,  near  Al¬ 
lahabad,  defiined  to  co-operate 
with  Himmut  Bahadur  (one  of  the 
peifnwah’s  principal  officers)  in  oc¬ 
cupying  the  province  of  Bundel¬ 
cund,  entered  that  province,  and 

,  was  joined  by  Bahadur  with 
I  Cth.  ,  J  J 

■>  a  force  of  13  or  14,000 

men.  On  reaching  the  banks  of 

the  river  Cane,  Himmut  Bahadur 

and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Powell 

found  the  enemy’s  troops,  under 

Shumfheer  Bahadur,  encamped  on 

the  oppofite  tide  in  coniiderable 

force.  Having  reduced  feveral 

toth  f°rts>  which  lay  on 

the  rear  and  flanks  of  their 
c  *  pofition,  Himmut  Bahadur 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Powell 


crofled  the  river,  and  engaged  the 
enemy,  whom,  after  a  fhort  j 
conteft,  they  completely 
defeated.  In  confequence  of  this 
fuccefs,  Shumfheer  Bahadur  was 
compelled  to  retire  with  his  armies 
from  Bundelcund,  and  the  nume¬ 
rous  inhabitants  of  that  valuable 
province,  freed  from  the  terror  of 
his  tyranny,  became  the  friends 
and  fupporters  of  the  Britifn 
caufef. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  had  occupied 
the  city  of  Mathura  on  the  Jumna, 
where  one  of  Perron’s  principal 
cannon  foundries  was  eflablifhed  ; 
and  a  few  days  after,  Monfieur 
Dudernaigne,  and  two  othe? 
French  officers,  furrendered  them- 
fel  ves  prifoners  of  war.  General 
Lake,  having  formed  a  ,  „  „ 
junction  with  Colonel  Van.  ^ 
deleur  at  Mathura,  proceeded  to 
Agra,  which  he  reached  in  two 
days.  The  garrifon  was  fummon- 
ed  to  furrender,  but  no  anfwer  was 
given  ;  the  enemy’s  troops  had 
mutinied  and  confined  their  Euro¬ 
pean  officers,  and  a  general  confu- 
non  prevailed  in  the  fort.  Upon 
reconnoitring  the  approaches  to  the 
town  and  fortrefs,  it  was  difeover. 
ed  that  feven  battalions  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  regular,  infantry  were  poked 
outride  the  fort,  occupying  the 
town  and  principal  mofque  of 
Agra,  and  feme  ravines,  which 
led  through  broken  ground  from 
the  Britifh  camp  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  fort,  to  the  ditch  and  the 
northern  gateway.  It  being  there* 


*  The  Perfian  titles  conferred  on  General  Lake,  ffgnify  in  Englifb,  *c  The  fivord  of 
the  flate,  the  hero  of  the  land,  the  Lord  of  the  age,  and  the  'victorious  In  <ivar.'y 

+  The  anceftor  of  Bahadur,  was  in  fadt  one  of  the  peiihwah’s  officers,  but  availing 
tiimfelf  of  the  weakness  of  the  ftate  of  Poonah,  he  rendered  himfelf  nearly  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  peifk  wall’s  authority,  under  which  he  held  the  province  of  Bundelcund. 

fore 
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fore  neeefifary  to  diflodge  the  enemy 
from  the  town,  before  the  fort  could 
be  a  {failed,  Col.  Clarke  with  his 
,  brigade  of  fepoys,  ar>d  Col, 
Mac  Culloch,  'Major  Hal. 
dane,  and  Captain  Worfley, 
with  three  other  native  battalions, 
attacked  ,the  town  and  ravines. — 
The  town  was  evacuated  after  a 
long  and  fpiritei  contek  ;  fome  of 
the  enemy  took  refuge  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  mofque,  others  fled  to  the 
ditch  near  the  gateway  under  cover 
of  the  guns  of  the  fort.  The  ra¬ 
vines  were  alfo  occupied  by  our 
troops,  but  the  lofs  on  our  part 
was  fevere,  owing  to  the  daring 
fpirit  of  the  native  battalions,  who 
quitted  the  ravines,  and  gained  the 
glacis  for  the  purpofe  of  feizing  the 
guns  planted  there :  in  effecting 
this  the  affailants  were  expofed  to 
a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  match¬ 
locks  from  the  fort.  The  enemy 
were  entirely  defeated,  lofing  600 
men,  and  26  guns.  The  remain¬ 
der  of  the  battalions,  amounting  to 
about  2500  men,  furrendered  three 
days  afterward. 

.  On  the  evening  of  that 
1o  *  day,  the  garrifon  of  the 
fort  propofed  conditions  of  capitu¬ 
lation,  and  an  Englifh  officer 
was  fent  in  to  make  an  adjudg¬ 
ment  of  terms.  While  General 
Lake  was  waiting  the  event,  the 
enemv  re-commenced  their  fire,  and 
the  officer  returned  to  the  camp.  In 
confequence  of  this  treachery,  the 
Britifh  guns  opened  upon  the  for- 

,  trefs,  at  the  diftance  of 
*  350  yards,  and  had  made 

a  confiderable  impreflion  on  the 
walls!  when  the  enemy  capitulated, 
and  yielded  up  the  fort,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  {lores  and  guns, 
and  a  confiderable  fum  of  money. 
By  the  capture  of  Delhi  and  ot  Ma¬ 


thura,  an  important  line  of  pods 
along  the  banks  of  the  Jumna  was- 
obtained,  together  with  a  confi¬ 
derable  traT  of  country,  fo  that 
the  navigation  of  that  river  was 
erfe (dually  1 ecu  red. 

The  only  force  of  the  enemy 
which  now  remained,  in  northern 
Hindoftan,  was  that  which  had 
proceeded  from  the  Deccan  under 
the  command  of  Monfiepr  Duder- 
naigne,  who  furrendered  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Vandeleur  at  Mathura.  This 
army,  though  abandoned  by  their 
commander,  dill  continued  in  the 
province  of  Agra,  a  Waiting  a  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  to  recapture 
Delhi.  Anxious  to  fruftrate  this 
defign,  General  Lake  marched 
againd  this  army  without  delay.— 
lie  proceeded  from  Agra  ^ 
with  great  difpatch,  and  qVj.0^ 
encamped  near  a  fpot  which 

the  purfued  had  left  that  - 
•  1^  1  ,  q  r  ft. 

morning.  Encouraged  by  0 

this  circumdance,  the  general 

marched  at  midnight  with  all  the 

o 

cavalry,  intending  to  commence  a 
flight  engagement,  during  which 
the  infantry  might  come  up  and 
feize  the  guns  and  baggage.  Hav¬ 
ing  marched  25  miles  in  little  more 
than  fix  hours,  he  overtook  the 
enemy,  whofe  force  amounted  to 
9000  regular  infantry,  72  guns, 
and  near  5000  cavalry. 

The  evident  confufion  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  appeared  to  be  on  their 
retreat,  induced  General  Lake  to 
hazard  an  attack  with  the  cavalry 
only.  By  cutting  the  embank* 
ment  of  a  large  refer  voir  of  water, 
the  enemy  had  rendered  the  road 
almoft  impalpable.  Availing  them- 
felves  of  the  delay  occafioned  by 
this  manoeuvre,  they  drew  up  in 
an  advantageous  pofition,  having 

[C  2]  their 
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th  eir  right  in  front  of  the  village 
of  Lafwaree,  and  thrown  back 
upon  a  rivulet  (the  banks  of  which 
Were  very  high  and  difficult  of  a@- 
cefs),  their  left  upon  the  village 
of  Mohaulpoor,  and  their  whole 
front  concealed  by  high  grafs,  and 
pro  levied  by  a  powerful  line  of  ar¬ 
tillery.  The  dull  raifed  by  the 
cavalry  prevented  General  Lake 
from  difee rninsc  this  change  in  the 
enemy’s  pofition,  and  the  troops 
followed  their  original  directions, 
which  were,  that  the  advanced 
guard  and  firft  brigade  of  cavalry 
fhould  move  againft  the  point 
where  the  enemy  had  been  obferved 
in  morion,  and  that  the  reft  of  the 
cavalry  fiiould  attack  as  foon  as 
they  could  form  after  palling  the 
rivulet.  The  advanced  guard  and 
fir  ft  brigade  under  Major  Grif¬ 
fiths  and  Colonel  Vandeleur,  forced 
the  enemy’s  line,  penetrated  into 
the  village,  and  took  feveral  of  the 
guns.  The  remainder  of  the  ca¬ 
valry  attacked  with  no  lefs  fpirit, 
and  with  great  fuccefs  ;  but  the 
deftrudive  fire  from  an  enemy, 
whom  they  could  not  diftinguifh, 
rendered  it  necefiary  to  withdraw 
from  the  reach  of  the  guns,  till  the 
infantry  fhould  arrive.  The  treops 
retired  in  perfed  order,  retaining 
poft’efiion  of  fome  captured  artil¬ 
lery,  but  relinquifhing  feveral  guns 
for  want  of  draft  cattle  ;  and 
the  fervice  fuffered  a  heavy  lofs  in 
Colonel  Vandeleur,  who  fell  in 
this  attack. 

At  noon,  the  infantry,  who  had 
fet  out  at  three  in  the  morning,  ar¬ 
rived.  While  they  were  taking 
the  reft  neceffary  after  a  march  of 
25  miles,  the  enemy  fent  a  mef- 
fage,  offering,  on  certain  condi¬ 
tions,  to  give  up  their  guns.  De- 
firous  to  prevent  the  further  effu- 


fion  of  blood,  General  Lake  re¬ 
turned  them  an  anfwer,  complying 
with  their  demands,  and  allowing 
them  an  hour  to  fulfil  the  condi¬ 
tions  they  had  propofed.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  commander  in 
chief  was  making  the  neceffary 
preparations 'for  an  engagement,  in 
cafe  holt ilities  fhould  re-commence. 
He  formed  the  infantry  into  two 
columns  on  the  left  ;  the  firft, 
compofed  of  the  right-wing,  under 
Major  General  Ware,  was  def- 
tined  to  aftault  the  village  of  Mo¬ 
haulpoor,  and  to  turn  the  enemy’s 
rieht  flank,  which  had  fmee  the 
morning  been  thrown  back,  fo  as 
to  leave  a  confiderable  {pace  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  rivulet  ;  the  fe- 
cond  column  under  Major  General 
St.  John,  was  to  fupport  the  firft. 
The  third  brigade  of  cavalry,  un¬ 
der  Colonel  Macan,  was  to  adt 
alfo  in  aid  of  the  ftrft  column  of 
infantry*  whilft  the  feconcf  brigade 
of  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  J.  Vandeleur,  was  detached 
on  the  right  of  the  Britifh  army, 
to  watch  the  enemy’s  left,  to  take 
advantage  of  any  confufion  in  their 
line,  and  to  attack  and  purfuc 
them  in  their  retreat.  The  re¬ 
fer  ve  was  compofed  of  the  firft  bri¬ 
gade  of  cavalry,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gordon  :  and 
the  whole  attack  was  (Lengthened 
and  fupported  by  four  different  bat¬ 
teries,  formed  with  the  field- 
pieces  and  galloper  guns.  The 
enemy’s  infantry  was  formed  in 
two  lines  ;  the  firft  line  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  and  the  fecond  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  village  of  Mohaul¬ 
poor  ;  and  their  cavalry  covered 
their  right. 

The  hour  allotted  being  ex¬ 
pired,  and  no  anfwer  received,  the 
Britifh  infantry  moved  on  to  the 

a  tack 
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attack  by  the  bank  of  the  rivulet, 
through  high  grafs  and  broken 

o  o  o 

ground,  which  afforded  cover, — 
As  foon  as  they  arrived  within  a 
convenient  diftance,  a  bnik  can, 
nonade  commenced  on  both  Tides, 
but  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  was 
fuperior  both  in  number  and  in 
weight  of  metal.  Bv  the  time  the 

O 

y 6th  regiment,  which  headed  the 
attack,  was  within  150  paces  of 
the  enemy,  their  lofs  was.  fo  fe- 
vere,  and  fo  continual,  that  the 
commander  in  chief  judged  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  attack  inftantly  with, 
that  regiment  and  feme  companies 
of  fepoys  which  had  clofed  to  the 
front,  rather  than  wait  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  column,  which  had 
been  much  impeded  in  its  advance. 

Thisfmall  heroic  body  marched 
on  firmly  under  a  tremendous  fire  of 
cannifter  fhor,  General  Lake  lead¬ 
ing  them  forward ;  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  attempted  to  charge  them, 
but  were  repulfed,  and  upon  their 
rallying  again,  the  29th  dragoons, 
under  Captain  Wade  (Major  Grif¬ 
fiths  having  at  that  inftant  fallen 
by  a  cannon  (hot),  attacked  them 
with  the  greateil  gaftantry  and 
moll:  perfect  fuccefs.  The  remain¬ 
der  of  the  fir (l  column  of  Britifh 
infantry  came  up  in  time  to  join 
in  the  attack  of  the  enemy’s  re- 
ferve,  fUtioned  in  the  rear  of  the 
fir  ft  line,  to  (he  weftward  of  Mo- 
haulpoor.  At  this  time  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Ware  was  killed,  and  his 
place  was  fupplied  by  Colonel  Mac¬ 
donald. 

The  enemy  fought  with  the  mod 
defperate  courage,  and  their  oppo- 
fition  was  more  refolute  than  any 
General  Lake  had  met  with  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  It  was  not  till  they  had 
loft  ail  their  guns  that  they  quitted 


their  poiltion.  The  left  wing  at-  ' 
tempted  to  retreat  in  order,  but 
Colonel  J.  Yandeleur  broke  in 
upon  them,  cut  many  to  pieces,  and- 
took  the  reft  prifoners,  with  all  the x 
baggage. 

The  lcfs  fuftained  by  our  troops' 
was  very  heavy  ;  172  were  kil¬ 

led  and  a  vaft  number  wounded. 
Of  the  enemy  it  is  believed  few  . 
efcaped  with  life,  but  thofe  w  her 
were  taken  prifoners,  amounting  to 
about  2000,  of  which  number  Ge-? 
neral  Lake  only  detained  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers.  The  whole  of  their 
camp  equipage,  military  ftores, 
elephants,  camels,  and  bullocks, 
22  pieces  of  cannon,  $,ooo  ftand 
of  arms,  and  three  tumbrils  laden 
withfpecie,  fell  into  the  poffeffion 
of  the  Englifh, 

The  judgment  and  intrepidity  of 
General  Lake  were  eminently  con- 
fpicuous,  through  the  whole  of  this 
memorable  day.  In  the  morning 
he  led  the  charge  of  the  cavalry, 
and  in  the  afternoon  conduced  all 
the  different  attacks  on  the  enemy’s 
line.  An  incident  occurred  in  the 
courfe  of  the  battle  which  called 
forth  all  his  firmnefs.  His  fon. 
Major  Lake,  who  poffeffed  the 
confidence,  and  attended  the  per- 
fon  of  his  father,  was  near  him  in 
the  heat  of  the  aftion  when  Gene¬ 
ral  Lake’s  horfe  was  killed  under 
him.  With  much  difficulty  he 
prevailed  on  his  father  to  accept  of 
his  own,  while  he  mounted  a 
horfe  from  one  of  the  troops  of  ca¬ 
valry.  Scarcely  had  this  pa  fifed, 
when  a  fhot  ftruck  Major  Lake, 
and  wounded  him  feverely,  in  the 
prefence  of  his  father,  who  was  at 
the  fame  inftant  compelled  to  quit 
his  fon  and  lead  the  troops  againft 
the  enemy.  At  this  trying  mo** 
ment,  General  Lake  performed  his 
[C  3]  duty 
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relief.  At  laft,  the  term  allowe  d 
being  expired,  the  batteries  open¬ 
ed  upon  the  fort,  and  in  about  an 
hour  the  governor,  feeing  no  hope 
of  afliftance,  and  obferving  the  ef¬ 
fect  already  produced  by  the  heavy 
fire  of  the  Britifh  guns,  gave  up 
the  fortrefs,  which  was  evacuated 
the  next  day,  and  the  garrifon  re¬ 
tired  with  ail  their  private  pro¬ 
perty,  after  receiving  their  arrears 
of  cay  according  to  the  conditions 
originally  offered  by  Colonel  Ste¬ 
venfon,  The  lofs  of  this  place 
threw  a  damp  on  the  fpirits  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  fnppofed  it  im¬ 
pregnable  to  human  force,  and 
therefore  thought  its  furrender 
ominous  to  their  caufe. 

But  they  had  ftronger  reafons 
than  the  mere  force  of  a  fuperfti- 
tious  notion,  to  look  with  appre- 
henfion  on  their  circumftances.  — 
The  adivity  of  General  Wellef- 
ley  was  at  this  time  employed  in 
watching  the  motions,  and  follow¬ 
ing  the  track  of  the  rajah  of  Be- 
rar,  who  had  now  puffed  the  hills 
which  bound  the  province  of  Can- 
deifh,  and  moved  toward  the  river 
Godavery.  On  receiving  , 
this  intelligence.  General  T 
Wellefley  marched  toward  . 

the  fouth,  and  reached  Atr-  , 

rungabad,  when  he  found 
that  the  rajah  had  proceeded  to  the 
eaftward,  and  was  then  at  Lakee- 
gaun,  20  miles  north  of  Pultein. 
Between  the  nights  of  the  29th  and 
3  t  it,  the  whole  of  which  time  Ge¬ 
neral  Wellefley  was  in  his  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  he  moved  his  camp  five 
times.  On  the  3  1  ft  he  fen t  a  body 
of  3000  horfe  to  intercept  a  con. 
voy  of  bullocks  and  other  valuable 
fuppiies  defined  for  the  Britifh  ar- 
only  prolonged  in  order  to  gain  my,  and  dillant  only  a  fhort 


duty  with  tindiminifhed  zeal,  and 
on  his  return  was  rewarded  by  the 
intelligence  that  Major  Lake, 
though  rnuoh  wounded,  was  in  per¬ 
fect  fafety. 

„  XT  The  battle  of  Lafwa- 

ift  NOV.  •  |  r 

ree  terminated  at  four  m 
the  evening.  Great  part  of  the 
forces  had  been  under  arms  16 
hours,  and  had  marched  more  than 
65  miles  in  the  ccurfe  of  48  hours, 
Thus  was  the  campaign  in  this 
part  of  India  concluded  by  the 
complete  acquifition  of  all  the  ob¬ 
jects  propofed  in  its  commence¬ 
ment  . 

It  is  now  neceflary  to  return  to 
the  proceedings  in  the  Deccan  un¬ 
der  General  Wellefley  and  Colonel 
Stevenfon,  where  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  fuccefs  foon  terminated  and 
recompenfed  the  exertions  of  our 
armies.  It  will  be  remembered 
that,  aft«er  the  battle  of  A  five, 
Colonel  Stevenfon  proceeded  on  his 
march  towards  Boorhanpoor  and 
A  fleer  Ghur.  Of  Boorhanpoor  he 
took  poffeflion  without  reflftance, 
and  proceeded  to  A  fleer 
Ghur,  whence  the  remains 
of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
had  fled  on  hearing  of  his  ap¬ 
proach.  He  therefore  laid  flege 
to  the  place  without  delay  ;  at¬ 
tacked  and  carried  the 
town,  and  having  made 
a  lodgement  within  150  yards  of 
the  lower  wall  of  the  fort,  fum. 
rnoned  the  Governor  to  furrender. 
No  decided  anfwer  was  returned, 
and  Colonel  Stevenfon,  though  he 
allowed  the  governor  time  to  con- 
fider  of  the  terms  propofed,  yet  did 
not  relax  in  1,L  operations  for  the 
reduction  of  the  fortrefs,  as  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  negotiations  were 

O 


1 6th 

oa. 


1 8  th . 


time  for  Scipdiah  to  come  to  its 


march,  but  this  meafure  did  not 

difturb 
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difturb  the  mind  or  did  raft  the  at¬ 
tention  of  General  Wellefley,  who 
knew  that  the  detachment  accom¬ 
panying  the  convoy  was  fully  com¬ 
petent  to  its  defence.  The  body 
of  horfe  met  the  detachment  at  Am¬ 
ber,  and  was  repulled  with  1  o » s . 

^  Disappointed  in  all  his 
ia  Schemes,  and  unable  to 
ov '  form  any  plan  which  could 
afford  a  hope  of  complete  fuccefs, 
Scindiah  Sent  to  General  Wellefley 
at  Jaum,  under  pretence  of  treating 
for  peace.  The  general  received 
his  meflage  with  every  mark  of  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  and*  although  he  was  not 
blinded  by  an  artifice  fo  common, 
agreed  to  a  truce  on  condition  that 
Scindiah’s  army  fhould  withdraw 
to  a  poSition  40  miles  eaft  of  El- 
lichpoor,  while  the  Rritiih  troops 
Should  advance  no  farther  into  his  , 
dominions. 

During  the  time  occupied  in  con¬ 
cluding  this  agreement,  the  rajah 
of  Berar  had  proceeded  toward  his 
own  territories,  and  General  Wei- 
lefleyhad  defcended  the  mountains 
by  Rajoorah,  in  order  to  alii  ft  Co¬ 
lonel  Stevenfon  in  the  reduction  of 
Gawilghur.  But  Scindiah  was  fo 
far  from  fulfilling:  the  rerms  of  his 
treaty  with  the  Englifh,  that,  five 

■*3th  daXs  afrer  the  concluliot:  of 
the  truce,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  rajah  of  Berar’s  regular  in¬ 
fantry  was  found  to  be  encamped 
at  Parterly,  ftrengthened  by  a 
large  body  of  Scindiah’s  cavalry. 
Upon  General  Wellefley’s  prepa¬ 
ring  to  attack  them  without  delay, 
Scindiah’s  ambaffador,  then  re  fi¬ 
de  nt  in  the  Englifh  camp,  rcrnon- 
fl rated  very  warmly,  but  was  an- 
fwered  that  his  matter  had  diffolved 
the  treaty  by  infringing  its  terms, 
and  that  with  the  rajah  of  Berar 
npneexitttd. 


General  Wellefley,  hav-  , 
ing  been  joined  by  Colonel  2^k 
Stevenfon,  marched  to  Parterly, 
but  found  that  the  enemy  had  re¬ 
treated.  Though  their  army  was 
ft  ill  difcernible  from  the  top  of  a 
high  tower,  the  heat  of  the  day, 
and  the  fatigue  already  fultained  by 
the  troops  induced  the  General  to 
defer  the  purfuit  till  evening.  But 
they  had  not  long  halted,  when 
large  parties  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
began  to  appear  in  front,  and  upon 
the  picquets  being  Sent  forward  in 
confequence,  the  whole  army  of 
the  enemy  was  plainly  difeerned, 
drawn  up  in  a  line,  which  extended 
five  miies  upon  the  plains  of  Ar- 
gaum. 

Seeing  them  thus  prepared  for 
battle,  General  Wellefley  did  not 
fu ft': r  them  to  remain  long  inactive; 
He  advanced  upon  them  in  a  di¬ 
rection  nearly  parallel  to  that  of 
their  own  line,-  and  on  approach¬ 
ing  them,  formed  his  troops  into 
two  bodies,  the  infantry  in  front, 
fupported  by  the  cavalry  in  the 
rear.  As  they  came  nearer,  a 
large  detachment  (of  Perfians  as  it 
was  fiippofed)  attacked  the  74' h 
and  78th  regiments,  and  after  a 
fharp  conteft  were  completely  de- 
ftroyed.  In  the  mean  time,  the- 
cavalry  of  Scindiah  being  driven 
back  with  great  daughter  by  the 
ftrft  battalion  of  the  6th  regiment, 
the  whole  line  foon  gave  way,  and 
rerreatedwith  violent  precipitation, 
leaving  in  our  pofleflion  38  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  all  their  ammuni¬ 
tion.  The  cavalry  purfued  them 
for  Some  time  with  great  fuccefs* 
and  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  bag„ 
gage  and  elephants  fell  into  our 
hands. 

General  Wellefley  now  proceed¬ 
ed  without  delay  toward  Gawil- 
[C  4]  gto* 
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^  ,  ghur.  .  At  Ellichpoor  he 
eftablifhed  an  hofpital  for 
the  foldiers  wounded  at  Ar- 
gaum  ;  and  a  party  was  fent  for- 
,  ^  ward  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  the  ground  they  oc¬ 
cupied  to  the  fouth  of  Gawilghur. 

This  fort  refs  is  built  on  a  high 
and  rugged  mountain,  in  the  midit 
of  that  range  which  lies  between 
the  fources  of  the  Taptee  and  Poo- 
rtah  rivers.  There  is  a  complete 
nner  fort  on  the  fouth  fide  where 
the  rock  is  moft  deep  and  difficult 
of  accefs  ,  this  is  protected  by  ano¬ 
ther  fort  to  the  north  weft  and 
north,  which  alfo  has  a  third  wall 
on  the  north  to  cover  the  approach 
from  thence.  All  the  walls  are 
exceedingly  ftrong,  furnifhed  with 
ramparts  and  towers.  There  are 
three  entrances  ;  one  on  the  fouth, 
to  the  inner  fort,  the  afcent  to 
which  is  very  long,  deep,  and  ac- 
eeffible  only  to  men ;  one  on  the 
north  wed,  by  a  road  ufed  for  the 
common  communications  of  the 
garrifon  with  the  country  to  the 
fouth,  but  the  wav  is  narrow  and 
«nuch  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the 
fort  ;  a  third  on  the  north  where 
the  paffige  is  divided  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Labada,  and  the  ground  le¬ 
vel  with  the  red  of  the  fort*  but 
the  road  from  Elliclrpoor  to  La¬ 
bada,  a  didance  of  t,q  miles,  lies 
acrofs  mountains,  which  render  the 
march  of  troops  with  their  dotes 
difficult  in  the  higheft  degree. 

6th  This  point  of  attack  ap~ 
^  pearing  the  mod  eligible  of 
the  three,  a  fecond  detach¬ 
ment  was  fent  to  feiz#  the  fortified 
village  of  Damergaum,  which  co¬ 
vers  the  entrance  of  the  mountains, 
and  Colonel  Stevenfon  com¬ 
menced  his  march  by  that 
foi ite,  while  General  Wellefley  pro¬ 


ceeded  toward  the  fouthern  face  cf 
the  fort.  In  the  conrfe  of  their 
progrefs,  the  troops  under  Colonel 
Stevenfon  encountered  a  feries  of 
difficulties,  of  the  mod  wearifome 
and  didreffing  nature,  being  com¬ 
pelled,  by  the  fituation  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  to  drag  along  the  heavy  ord¬ 
nance  and  dor.es  by  the  force  of 
their  own  exertions  over  roads  of 
their  own  making.  Thefe  ^  ^ 

impediments  were  at  lengh  . 

i  O 

furmounted,  and  Colonel  Stevenfon 
and  General  Welledey  reached  the 
end  of  their  refpeeffive  journies  on 
the  fame  day. 

On  that  night  Colonel  Stevenfon 
erefted  two  batteries  oppofite  the 
north  face  of  the  fort,  one  of  which 
was  to  make  a  breach  in  the  outer 
fort  and  third  wall,  while  the  other 
dedroyed  all  the  defences  on  the 
point  of  attack.  At  the  fame  time 
General  Welledey  formed,  on  the 
mountain  near  the  fouthern  gate, 
a  battery  lor  two  brafs  and  two 
iron  1 2  -pounders,  in  hopes  pf 
making  fome  im predion  Gn  the 
walls,  or,  at  ail  events,  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  enemy  toward 
that  quarter.  Unfortunately,  the 
difadvantages  of  the  fituatipn  were 
fo  great,  that  after  the  mod  vigo¬ 
rous  efforts,  it  was  found  impofli- 
bie  to  draw  the  iron  guns  up  the 
mountain,  and  the  brafs  ones  alone 
were  brought  ip  to  action,  which 
produced  but  a  flight  effeft.  By 
the  night  of  the  14th,  however, 
the  breaches  in  the  outer  fort  were 
practicable,  and  a  Harming  party 
already  formed  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Kenny,  advanced  to  the 
northern  wall,  Two  other  parties 
were  fo  attack  t fie  fort  at  the  fame 
time  ;  one  under  Colonel  Wallace, 
at  the  fouth  gate,  and  a  fecond  pnr 
der  Colonel  Chalmers,  at  tfle  north 

wed 
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weft  entrance  ;  in  order  principally 
to  did  rad  the  attention  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  ifpoffible  to  blow  open  the 
gates  and  join  the  fi rft  detachment 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kenny. 
This  was  put  in  execution  at  io 
the  next  morning.  Colonel  Chal¬ 
mers,  arriving  at  the  north  weft 
gate,  met  the  enemy  endeavouring 
to  efcape  by  it  from  the  bayonets 
of  Colonel  Kenny’s  detachment. — 
The  daughter  was  prodigious,  and 
Colonel  Chalmers  entered  with 
eafe.  The  wail  of  the  inner  fort 
was  yet  uninjured,  and  after  feve- 
ral  attempts  had  been  made  to  force 
the  gate,  a  place  was  difeovered 
where  it  appeared  practicable  to  ef- 
calade.  Ladders  were  immediate¬ 
ly  fixed,  and  Colonel  Campbell, 
with  the  light  infantry  of  the  94th 
regiment,  entered  the  fort,  threw 
open  the  gates,  and  the  place  was 
fbon  in  our  pofTdlion.  The  judi¬ 
cious  and  fpirited  exertions  of  48 
hours  had  made  the  Britifh  army 
mailers  of  a  fortrefs  juft ly  deemed 
almoit  impregnable ;  a  place  not 
more  favoured  by  natural  fituation 
than  improved  by  artificial  de¬ 
fences. 

After  this  event  the  rajah  of  Be- 
rar,  feeing  that  he  had  nothing  to 
hope  for  in  continuing  the  conteft, 
loll  no  time  in  filing  for  a  p.  ace, 
even  without  the  knowledge  of 

.  ,  Scindiah.  His  ambaifador 
1 6 1  h .  ,  •  • 

commenced  a  negotiation 

in  General  Wellefley’s  camp  at 

D  iogaum,  and  on  the  following 

day  a  treaty  was  concluded,  by 

which  the  following  terms  were 

eftablifhed. 

The  rajah  of  Berar  renounced  all 
adherence  to  the  confederacy  he 
had  entered  into  with  Scindiah,  and 
other  chiefs,  againft  the  Englifh, 
even  although  the  war  with  thole 


m 

chiefs  fhould  continue  :  he  was  to 
cede  to  the  Engihh,  in  perpetual 
fovereignty,  the  province  of  Cut¬ 
tack,  including  the  diftrid  and  fort 
ofBalaforej  and  alfo  all  the  terri¬ 
tories,  of  which  he  had  previoufly 
collected  the  revenues  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Subadar  of  the  Dec- 
can,  together  with  thofe  fituated  to 
the , weft  ward  of  the  river  Wurdah. 
And,  laftly,  to  engage  never  to 
take,  or  retain  in  his  fervice  any 
Frenchman,  or  the  fubject  of  any 
European  or  American  power, 
which  might  be  at  war  with  the 
Britifh  government ;  or  any  Bri- 
tifti  fubjed,  whether  European  or 
Indian,  without  the  confent  of  the 
Britifh  government. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Englifh 
agreed  to  reftore  the  forts  of  Ner- 
nallah  and  Gawilghur  to  the  rajah 
of  Berar,  together  with  the  diftrids 
which  were  contiguous  to  thofe 
forts,  and  of  which  the  revenues 
fhould  amount  to  four  lacks  of  ru¬ 
pees  a-year:  to  contider  the  river 
Wurdah,  from  its  foil  red  to  its 
j.undion  with  the  Godavery,  as  the 
future  boundary  between  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and 
thofe  of  the  Subadar  of  the  Dec., 
can  ;  and  to  give  no  aid  or  counte¬ 
nance  to  any  difeontented  relations, 
or  fubjeds  of  the  rajah  of  Berar, 
who  might  fly  from,  or  rebel  againft 
his  authority.  Finally,  it  was 
agreed,  for  the  benefit  of  both  the 
contracting  parties,  that  accredited 
mini  Iters  from  each  government 
fhould  conftantly  refideat  the  court 
ot  the  other. 

Soon  after  this  treaty  had  been 
ratified,  Scindiah  fent  inftrudions 
to  his  ambaftadors  in  the  Britifh 
camp,  to  ftate  his  fincere  and  ear¬ 
ned  defire  to  conclude  a  peace. — ■ 
His  declaration  was  received  by 

General 
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General  Weljefley  with  every 
mark  of  refpeft  ;  but,  determined 
to  prevent  all  the  delays  and  eva* 
fions  ufually  attendant  on  fuch  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  the  Mahratta 
chieftains,  he  apprized  the  ambaf- 
fadors  clearly  and  pofitively  of  the 
only  terms  on  which  he  would  con- 
fent  to  their  requeft.  This  firm- 
1  nets  and  decifion  brought 
30 tn.  ^  proe£e(jjngS  to  a  very 

fpeedy  conelufion,  and  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  figned  in  the  Britifh 
camp. 

By  this  treaty,  Scindiah  agreed 
to  yield  to  the  Englifh  all  his  fores 
and  territories  in  Northern  Hin- 
doflan,  between  the  Ganges  and 
Jumna,  together  with  all  his  pof- 
fdfions  to  the  north  of  the  territory 
belonging  to  the  rajahs  of  Jeypoor 
and  Judpoor,  and  to  the  ranah  of 
Gohud  ;  to  give  up  his  right  in  the 
fort  and  territory  of  Ba roach  in 
Guzerat,  and  that  of  Ahmednug- 
gur,  in  the  Deccan  ;  likewife  that 
of  his  former  poffeffions  to  the 
fouth  of  the  Adjuntee  hills,  as  far 
as  the  river  Godavery  :  to  re¬ 
nounce  all  claims  on  the  Emperor 
Shah  Allum,  and  all  interference 
in  his  concerns  ;  and  to  enter  into 
the  fame  engagement  as  the  rajah 
of  Berar  with  refpedt  to  the  retain¬ 
ing  of  European  fubjedis  in  his 
fervice. 

The  Englifh  on  their  part  were 
to  redore  to  Scindiah  the  fort  of 
Affeerghur,  and  the  city  of  Boor- 
hanpoor,  in  the  Deccan,  and  the 
forts  of  Dohud  and  Powanghur, 
with  the  territories  in  Candeis  and 
Guzerat,  appertaining  to  thefe 
forts  :  to  allow  Scindiah,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Britilh  go¬ 
vernment,  to  retain  poffedion  of 
certain  lands,  which  he  had  long 
held  in  his  family,  as  a  gift  from 


the  kin^s  of  Hindodan.  It  was 
alfo  agreed  that  certain  other  lands, 

O  #  . 

fituated  in  the  provinces  conquered 
by  the  Englifh  in  Hindollan,  which 
were  held  in  Jaghire  by  perfons  be- 
longing  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Mahajee  Scindiah,  (hould  remain 
in  the  poffeifion  of  thofe  perfons, 
and  further  (to  prevent  any  indivi¬ 
dual  from  incurring  lofs,  or  fuffer- 
ing  did  refs  by  this  arrangement), 
that  the  Britilh  government  (hould 
either  pay  penfions,  or  grant  lands 
in  Jaghire,  to  fuch  other  perfons 
as  Scindiah  (hould  name,  provided 
the  fum  to  be  paid  exceeded  not  17 
lacksof  rupees  a  year.  The  Eng¬ 
lifh  alfo  promifed  to  red  ore  to 
Scindiah  certain  lands  and  villa¬ 
ges,  dtuated  in  the  dominions  of 
the  peifhwah,  which  had  lately 
been  taken  by  them  and  their  al¬ 
lies,  and  which  the  family  of  Scin¬ 
diah  had  long  held  as  their  private 
edate.  And  ladly,  Scindiah  was 
invited  to  partake  of  the  benefits 
of  the  fubfidiary  treaties,  exiding 
between  the  Britifh  government 
and  the  peifhwah,  and  the  Subah- 
darof  the  Deccan  ;  but  if  it  (hould 
not  fuit  his  intereds  to  embrace 
this  offer,  his  declining  it  (hould 
no  way  affeCt  any  of  the  dipula- 
tions  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace. 
Ladly,  it  was  agreed,  that  minif- 
ters  from  each  government  (hould 
condantly  refide  at  the  court  of  the 
other, 

The  ratification  of  this  treaty 
completed  the  redoration  of  tran* 
quillity.  The  intelligence  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  every  demondration  of 
joy  throughout  the  Britifh  pro¬ 
vinces  of  India.  The  inhabitants 
of  Calcutta  pa  (Ted  a  refolution  to 
ereCt  a  marble  datue  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  General,  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  ot  the  high  fenfe  they  en¬ 
tertained 
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tertained  of  his  public  fervices  :  a 
{word  was  prcfented  to  General 
Lake,  and  another  to^  General 
Wellefley.  General  Lake  after¬ 
ward  received  a  peerage,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Wellefley  the  ribband  of  the 
.Bath,  on  account  of  their  conduct 
during  the  campaign. 

This  important  war  was  con” 
eluded  within  little  more  than  five 
months  of  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  during  which  time  all 
the  objects  pointed  out  in  the  Go¬ 
vernor  General’s  comprehensive 
'plan  of  operations  had  been  accorrt- 
p  ifned  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle 
battle. 

While  thefe  hofiile  conflicts  me¬ 
naced  the  Britifh  interests  on  the 
Continent  of  India,  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon  was  alio  a  feene  of  warfare. 
In  the  beginning  of  1 803,  the  Eng- 
lilh  government  and  the  native 
power  of  the  ifland  engaged  in  a 
war,  which  was  attended  by  va¬ 
rious  and  fevere  misfortunes  and 
lofs,  not  only  heavy  in  it  felt,  but 
dlfpt  oporrioned  to  the  importance 
of  any  object  attained. 

In  the  months  of  March  and 
April,  1802,  a  number  of  perfons 
refid inp;  in  the  Britifh  diftrift  of 
Putalom  entered  the  Candian  ter-  * 
ritory  (a  perfect  peace  fubfi fling 
between  the  two  governments), 
with  various  articles  of  merchan¬ 
dize,  which  they  exchanged,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  practice  then  uni- 
verfally  allowed,  for  areka  and  be¬ 
tel  nuts  to  a  large  amount.  As 
they  were  on  their  return,  they 
were  detained,  and,  without  any 
apparent  caufe,  their  property 
taken  from  them,  by  the  authority 

♦This  man  had  raifed  the  king  of  Candy 
ance  of  the  Knglifh  would  he  prejudicial  to 
exerted  all  his  influence  to  our  diladvantage, 


of  a  perfon  holding  an  office  under 
the  king  of  Candy.  Remon- 
ftrances  being  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Englifh,  the  Candian  govern, 
ment  acknowledged  the  complaint 
to  be  juft,  and  promifed  to  replace 
the  articles  in  queftion.  This  ref- 
titution  was,  however,  delayed 
fo  long,  that,  after  the  lapfe  of 
three  months,  Governor  North 
propofed  to  receive  the  amount  of 
the  property  in  money,  at  a  mo¬ 
derate  rate.  The  Adigar*  (or 
prime  minifter)  refufed  to  confent ; 
and  on  the  contrary,  contrived 
frefh  delays  to  the  promifed  repa¬ 
ration.  In  th,e  mean  time  the  na. 
tives  had  been  preparing  with  the 
greateft  activity  for  war  :  large 
bodies  of  men  were  aflembled, 
ftores  of  ammunition  collected,  and 
mea fares  taken  to  fortify  the  roads 
and  pafles  into  their  country.— 
Thefe  menacing  appearances,  and 
the  infult  received  by  the  Britifh 
government  induced  Governor 
North  to  prepare  an  expedition  for 
the  interior,  and  a  con  fide  ruble 
force  was  accordingly  placed  in  rea- 
dinefs. 

Previous  to  the  detail  of  occur¬ 
rences  in  this  campaign,  it  may  be 
ufeful  to  deferibe  the  Candian  mode 
of  warfare,  which  is  peculiarly 
well  fnited  to  the  means  offered  by 
the  ftate  of  their  country.  Their 
regular  force  is  not  confiderable, 
either  in  numbers,  equipment,  or 
difeipline,  but  every  village  is 
obliged,  upon  occafion,  to  furnifh 
a  certain  number  of  foldiers,  who 
ferve  for  the  term  of  1  5  days,  at 
the  end  of  which  they  are  relieved 
by  another  detachment,  which  is 

* 

to  the  throne,  hut  conceiving  that  the  alii— 
defigns  which  he  had  iubfaquentlf  formed, 
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in  like  manner  fucceeded  by  a 
third.  From  this  continual  change, 
which  the  limited  fcene  of  opera¬ 
tions  per  fed  ly  well  admits  of,  the 
Candian  troops  are  exempted  from 
numerous  inconveniencies :  the 
foldiers  are  always  frefh  and  a<dive, 
unencumbered  by  lick  and  wound¬ 
ed,  and  free  from  the  care  of  bag¬ 
gage  and  provifion,  every  man  car¬ 
rying  his  own  fupply,  which  is  too 
flight  and  Ample  to  impede  his  pro- 
grefs  or  embarrafs  his  motions. 

Againd  fuch  troops  an  European 
army  has  to  advance,  with  its  nu¬ 
merous  incumbrances,  its  artillery, 
baggage,  ammunition,  and  difabled 
men,  all  requiring  a  multitude  of 
native  attendants,  who  are  pro¬ 
cured  with  extreme  difficulty,  and 
fcarcely  to  be  detained  in  the  fer- 
Uce:  it  has  to  advance  by  roads 
the  mod  unfavourable,  through  a 
country  abounding  with  mountains, 
foreds  and  defiles,  and  a  pernicious 
climate.  Not  one  of  thefe  circum- 
dances  efcapes  the  vigilance  of  the 
Candians  ;  too  prudent  to  hazard 
an  engagement,  they  fuffer  their 
enemy  to  penetrate  into  their  coun¬ 
try  with  little  oppofition,  but 
when  the  inevitable  confequences  of 
the  climate  force  him  to  withdraw 
from  the  interior,  and  he  com¬ 
mences  his  retreat  with  a  train  of 
fick  and  wounded,  his  forces  re¬ 
duced  by  difeafe,  retarded  by  their 
burthens,  and  difpirited  by  fa¬ 
tigue,  then  it  is  that  they  exert 
their  whole  power,  and  didrefs  him 
i  to  the  utmod  :  they  hang  on  his 
flanks,  cut  off  his  fupplies,  and  in* 
terccpt  the  communications  between 
his  divifions.  The  vad  foreds  on 
the  mountains,  which  command 
the  paffes,  afford  them  a  fecure  fta- 
tion,  whence  they  fire  upon  the 
troops,  picking  out  chiefly  the 


coolies,  or  native  fervants,  who 
carry  the  baggage  ;  while  the 
march  of  the  detachment  is  often 
obdruded  by  large  trees  felled  and 
laid  acrofs  the  defiles.  Under 
fuch  circumdances  a  retreat  cannot 
be  effeded  without  extreme  labour, 
difficulty,  and  didrefs ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  fick  or  in  health,  wounded  or 
otherwife,  it  rarely  happens  that 
any  man  receives  quarter  who  falls 
into  the  hands  of  a  Candian. 

Thefe  misfortunes  were  all  ex¬ 
perienced  by  the  army  which  en¬ 
tered  the  king  of  Candy’s  domi¬ 
nions  on  this  occafion. 

General  Macdowal  fet  „ 

out  from  Columbo  with  a  ? 
body  of  native  and  Euro-  J 
pean  infantry,  amounting  to  about 
2000;  and  Colonel  Barbut  ^ 

left  Trincomalee  with  a  fi- 
milar  force,  about  iicoin 
number.  No  effeduai  refidance 
being  made,  both  divifions  arrived 
at  Candy,  the  capital  of  the  inte¬ 
rior,  on  the  fame  day. 

,  They  found  the  town  to-  , 

tally  deferred  :  the  king  pGp 

and  his  prime  minider  had  C  ’ 
fled,  after  fetting  dre  to  the  pa¬ 
lace  and  temples,  and  every  thing 
of  value  was  carried  away.  Tem¬ 
porary  works  were  thrown  up  for 
the  defence  of  the  city,  and  two 
forts  were  e redded  to  fecure  the 
communication  with  the  chief 
towns  on  the  coad  ;  one,  called 
Fort  Macdowal,  about  1 5;  miies- 
from  Candy,  on  the  Trincomalee 
fide,  and  a  fecond  at  Dambadinia, 
about  half  way  between  Candy 
and  Columbo.  Attempts  were 
made  with  extreme  difficulty,  and 
much  hazard,  to  procure  provifions 
for  the  garrifon  from  the  furround¬ 
ing  country,  but.  at  length,  it  be¬ 
came  neceffary  to  bring  all  fup¬ 
plies 
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plies  from  Columbo,  though  the 
dangers  attending  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  from  the  vigilance  of 
the  natives,  rendered  it  uncertain 
and  inefficient. 

In  order  to  fecure  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  had  been  acquired  by 
Our  arms,  the  Englifh  government 
placed  upon  the  throne  of  Candy  a 
native  prince,  named  Mooto  Saw- 
my,  who  had  before  afferted  a 
claim  to  the  regal  power.  On  be¬ 
ing  crowned  at  the  capital,  he 
ceded  to  the  Englifh  a  valuable  dif- 
tridl  of  the  interior.  A  truce  was 
alfo  concluded  with  the  depofed 
king,  who  depended  more  on  the 
effects  of  the  climate  than  on  the 
arms  of  his  fubjeffs  for  ultimate 
fuccefs. 

Nor  was  he  deceived  in  his  ex¬ 
pectation  :  after  continuing  about 
a  month  at  Candy,  General  Mac- 
dowal  and  feveral  other  officers 
were  compelled  by  an  attack  of  ill  - 
nefs  to  return  to  Columbo.  The 
fetting  in  of  the  rainshaving  much 
increafed  the  difficulty  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  coait,  and  confe- 
quently  produced  a  greater  fcarcity 
offupplies,  it  was  judged  prudent 
at  this  time,  to  withdraw  fome  of 
the  troops,  and  General  Macdow- 
al  took  with  him  two  regiments 
to  Columbo,  fending  the  grena- 
<iierand  light  company  of  the  19th 
to  Trincomalee.  All  thefe  troops 
were  fuffering  from  difeafe  con¬ 
tracted  in  the  Candian  country. 
About  1000  men  were  left  at  Can¬ 
dy  under  Colonel  Barbut  ;  a  num¬ 
ber  which  was  deemed  perfectly 
fulficient  while  the  truce  exiffed. 

Jna  fhort  time  Colonel  Barbut 
and  Major  Blair  were  compelled 
to  leave  Candy  by  a  fevere  illnefs, 
foon  proved  fatal  to  both’ 


a 


23d- 

June. 

few 


When  Major  General  Mac-  , 
dovval  revifited  the  capi-  2-A 
tal,  every  circumftance  pro-  #  '  • 
mifed  tranquillity,  and  the  Adi- 
gar  of  the  depofed  king  profeffed 
the  greateft  iriendfhip  for  the  Eng- 
lilh.  General  Macdowal,  there¬ 
fore,  departed,  and  took  with  him 
the  fick  officers  and  men  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  leaving  Major  Davie  in  com¬ 
mand,  with  200  Englifh,  500  Ma¬ 
lays,  and  fome  artillery  men. — 
Thefe  flattering  appearances  were 
foon  found  to  be  utterly  deceitful, 
for  foon  after  the  General’s  arrival 
at  Columbo,  the  garrifon 
at  Candy  was  fuddenly  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  Adigar,  Ma¬ 
jor  Davie  furrendered  in 
hours,  and,  after  he  had  quitted 
the  fort,  all  the  Englifh  (with  the 
exception  of  four  only)  were  maf- 
facred  in  cold  blood. 

From  fuc-h  teftimony1  as  could  be 
cqlle&ed,  it  appears  that  before 
day  the  Candians  attacked  the  ca¬ 
pital,  and  continued  the  aftion  with 
great  vigour  till  two  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  when  Major  Davie  furren¬ 
dered  on  receiving  a  folemn  pro- 
mife  that  the  troops  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  march  out  with  their 
arms,  and  proceed  unmoleffed  to 
Trincomalee,  and  that  the  fick 
who  remained  behind  fhould  be  de¬ 
tained  only  till  their  recovery,  be¬ 
ing  treated  in  the  mean  time  with 
proper  attention  by  the  Candians. 
Major  Davie  marched  out  of  the 
fort  at  five  in  the  evening,  after 
fpiking  the  guns  ;  but  on  his  arri¬ 
val  at  the  river,  about  three  miles 
from  Candy,  he  found  it  not  ford¬ 
able,  and  was  obliged  to  halt  all 
night.  Next  morning  the  Can¬ 
dians  propofed  to  a  (lift  him  with 
boats  and  rafts,  on  the  new  con¬ 
dition 
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dition  of  his  giving  up  to  them 
Mooto  Sawmy,  the  king  whom 
the  Englifh  had  fupported.  It  be¬ 
ing  ]$romifed  that  he  fhould  be 
kindly  treated,  Major  Davie  de¬ 
livered  him  up  by  his  own  confent, 
and  he  was  murdered.  A  meffage 
was  .now  fent,  informing  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  that  materials  were  at  hand, 
and  they  might  make  their  own 
rafts.  In  this  employment  the 
whole  day  palled,  and  the  next 
morning  a  rope  was  got  acrofs  the 
river,  but  before  any  thing  further 
could  be  effected,  the  Candians 
Hopped  our  troops,  and  obliged 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms. — 
The  native  foldiers  being  feparated 
from  the  reft,  the  Englifh  officers 
were  taken  afide  and  put  to  death, 
with  the  exception  only  of  Major 
Davie  and  two  others,  whom  the 
Candians  detained ;  the  remaining 
Englifh  were  then  led  away  two  by 
two,  and  their  brains  dallied  out. 
The  fick  who  lay  helplefs  in  th*e 
capital,  to  the  number  of  120, 
were  all  maffacred. 

The  only  European  who  efcaped 
from  the  enemy’s  hands  was  Cor¬ 
poral  Barnfley,  of  the  19th;  he 
received  federal  blows,  and  was 
left  for  dead,  but  contrived  to 
crawl  into  a  jungle,  and  made  his 
way  at  night  to  Fort  Macdowai, 
which  had  been  clofely  befieged  for 
three  days.  Captain  Madge,  who 
commanded  the  fort  with  a  very 
fmall  number  of  men,  finding  hira- 


felf  unfupported  and  without  pro¬ 
visions,  feized  a  favourable  mo¬ 
ment  to  retire  from  the  fort  and 
march  for  Trincomalee.  The  dif- 
tance  was  126  miles,  and  the  troops 
were  for  fome  time  haraffed  by  nu¬ 
merous  bodies  of  the  enemy;  but 
reached  their  deftination,  in  fafety, 
after  a  march  of  fix  days. — •  , 

The  garrifon  at  Dambadi-  -A . 
nia,  which  had,  for  two  or  ^  ' 

three  days,  defended  itfelf  with 
great  fpirit  and  very  limited  means 
again  ft  a  large  force,  was  brought 
off  by  a  detachment  under  Captain 
Blackball,  of  the  51ft,  leaving  the 
laft  of  our  Candian  polls  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Soon  after  thefe  events,  the  kin?- 
of  Candy  began  to  retaliate  on  the 
Englifh;  and  our  fettle- 
ments  were  attacked  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  ;  the  natives  un¬ 
der  the  Englifh  government 
began  to  revolt,  and  the  communi¬ 
cation  between  Columbo  and  Man- 
‘aar  was  entirely  cutoff.  Atthis  cri- 
fis  a  number  of  troops  arrived  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Ben¬ 
gal,  by  which  feafonable  reinforce¬ 
ment  we  were  enabled  to  drive 
back  the  enemy  with  great  {laugh¬ 
ter  into  their  own  country,  feize 
one  of  their  moll  important  polls, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  ourfettle- 
ments,  and  re-eftablifh  good  order 
and  fecurity  throughout  the  Britifh 
dift  rifts. 


Aug, 

and 

Sept. 
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CHAP.  III. 

lucreafng  Difficulties  in  the  Situation  of  Minijlers  ;  View  of  the  Parties  in 
Oppofition  ;  probability  of  their  uniting  ;  Conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  /;/- 
fuence  ufed  to  make  him  Hoflile  to  Miniflers  ;  Negotiation  for  his  return  to 
Office  ;  Efforts  to  unite  all  Parties  ;  Sentiments  of  Lord  Grenville  dif~ 
clofed  in  an  intercepted  Letter  to  the  Marquis  of  Wellefley  •  the  Miniflry 
further  embarraffied  by  an  Application  from  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  obtain  a  military  Command ,  which  is  ref  ufed ;  Mr.  Tierney 
accepts  the  Office  ofTreafurer  of  the  Navy ,  Efforts  of  the  Prefs  ;  View 
efthe  Statements  ref pe ding  Minijlers  and  their  Opponents  in  two  celebrated 
Works;  the  Effed  of  this  Contefi  not  beneficial  to  Government.  Further 
Difficulties  arifing  out  of  the  State  of  Ireland  ;  Con  dud  of  the  Catholics  ; 
Co rrtfponden c e  between  Lord  Redifdale  and  Lord  Fingal  and  others . 


IF  miniflers  ever  entertained 
the  delufive  hope  that  their  rule 
would  be  exempt  from  the  toils  and 
cares  arifing  from  an  extenfive  and 
combined  opposition,  the  events  of 
the  lafl  feffion  mull  have  difpelled 
their  error. 

On  their  fir'll  acceffion  to  power, 
they  were  apprized  thatfome  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  houfes  difapproved  of 
the  choice  of  the  fovereign,  before 
the  meafures  of  his  miniflers  had 
even  been  tried,  and  that  as  old 
adherents  of  Mr.  Pitt,  they  were 
not  to  expeft  fupport  from  the  old 
opponents  of  that  flatefman.  The 
attacks  of  the  new  oppofition,  if 
at  firft  fomewhat  unexpected,  -were 
now  become  ufual,  and  however 
they  might  be  relented  in  the  ear¬ 
lier  months  of  Mr.  Addington’s 
appointment,  they  were,  after 
three  feffions,  confidered  as  part  of 
the  difficulties  regularly  incident 
to  his  llation.  The  party  headed 
by  Mr.  Fox,  appeared,  for  a  time, 
more  hoflile  to  the  new  oppofition 
than  to  the  adininiflration  ;  the 
politics  of  that  leader  were  more 


likely  to  make  him  befriend  the 
miniiier  who  made  a  peace,  of 
which  he  had  declared  his  appro¬ 
bation,  than  the  party  whofe  prin¬ 
cipal  ground  of  attack  on  govern¬ 
ment  was  the  fuppofed  furrender  of 
national  honour  and  fafety  by  the 
conclufion  of  peace  at  the  time  and 
on  the  terms  of  that  of  Amiens. 
Eut  as  that  peace  was  now  at  an 
end,  the  refentment  of  the  old  op¬ 
pofition  againft  the  miniflry  who 
were  to  wage  war  with  France, 
was  likely  foon  to  become  decifive 
and  vehement,  and  as  the  new  op- 
pofition  were  as  far  from  fupporting 
the  war  as  they  had  been  from  ap¬ 
proving  the  peace,  it  was  no  longer 
likely  that  differences  of  opinion 
between  thefe  two  parties  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  former  war,  Ihould 
long  keep  them  from  uniting  to 
difplace  an  adminiftration  againft 
which  they  were  equally  inflamed*. 
It  was  indeed  hardly  to  be  fup¬ 
pofed  that  men  would  long  continue 
voting  together,  and  fupporting 
the  motions  introduced  by  each 
other,  without  concerting  mea¬ 
fures 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


fures  for  giving  weight  to  thofe 
motions,  and  efficacy  to  thofe  votes, 
and  fuch  concert,  it  was  evident, 
mull  lead  to  a  clofe  and  avowed 
general  political  connexion. 

Still,  if  cordially  fupported  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  from  all  his  profef- 
fions  toward  them,  and  from  ail 
intelligible  views  of  the  right  in- 
terefts  of  that  gentleman,  they  had 
a  right  to  expert  they  fhould  have 
been,  the  miniftry  might  have 
looked  with  indifference  or  de¬ 
fiance  at  the  efforts  of  their  op¬ 
ponents  ;  but  the  time  was  come 
when  they  were  no  longer  to  con- 
fider  Mr.  Pitt  as  an  ally.  In  the 
firft  feffion  of  the  new  adminiftra- 
tion,  the  fupport  of  Mr.  Pitt  was 
conftant  and  zealous,  fufficient 
both  in  effort  and  decifi venefs  to 
convince  the  friends  and  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  government  that  all 
their  meafures  had  his  fantflion 
both  in  their  principle  and  pro- 
grefs.  In  the  fecond  feffion,  he 
warmly  advocated  the  peace,  and 
vindicated  the  framers  of  it  again!! 
the  cenfures  of  his  own  friends  and 
co-operators  in  adminiftration,  and 
on  fome  other  queftions  hefupportd 
the  miniflry  with  equal  firmnefs  ; 
but  in  this  feffion  he  was  much  ab- 
fent  from  Parliament,  and  his  in¬ 
terference  in  public  affairs  becoming 
occafional  only,  he  was  not  fo 
much  confidered  a  fupporter  of  the 
meafures  of  government,  as  the 
vindicator  of  certain  afts  again!! 
unwarranted  and  unfounded  c-m- 
fure.  Many  of  his  perfonal  adhe¬ 
rents  were  known  to  be  indignant 
at  his  being  kept  from  power,  and 
publicly  formed  a  parry,  both  li¬ 
terary  and  political,  hoftile  to  ad- 
minil!ration,  although  kill  more  fo 
to  the  old,  and  not  precifely  de¬ 
voted  to  the  new  oppofuion.  The 


great  aim  of  this  band  was  to  per- 
luade  Mr.  Pitt,  that  rninifters^ 
elated  v/ith  their  power,  difre- 
gardedhis  perfon,  and  relinquifhed 
all  his  plans  of  government,  and 
that  his  own  honour  required  that 
he  fhould  unite  with  the  new  oppo-^ 
fit  ion  to  expel  them  from  office. 
For  this  purpofe  every  expreffion 
in  debate  by  any  fupporter  of  go¬ 
vernment,  to  whatever  party  he 
might  in  general  belong,  every 
paragraph  in  the  newfpapers  which 
defended  the  adminiftration,  every 
phrafe  in  pamphlets  or  other  writ¬ 
ings  which  narrated  or  fupported 
their  meafures,  which  would  bear 
a  finifter  conftruftion,  was  affidu- 
oufly  feized  and  defcanted  on  with 
warmth  and  fubtilty,  as  a  proof 
that  the  writers  in  the  caufe  of  go- 
vernment  decried  and  vilified  the 
talents  and  fervices  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  the  inference  readily  followed, 
that  the  imputed  tone  of  thefe  pub¬ 
lications  was  derived  from  the  ex- 
prefs  inftruffions  of  minifters  them- 
felves.  This  party  too,  ailing 
profeffedly  as  the  friends  and  ad¬ 
herents  of  Mr.  Pitt,  took  into 
their  hands  a  portion  of  the  prefs, 
and  conducted  a  feries  of  meft  feur- 
rilous  and  abufive  attacks  on  the 
minifter,  ufing  ridicule  in  the  moff 
illiberal  manner,  not  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  expofing  errors  of  judgment 
or  of  principle,  but  of  exciting 
mere  perfonal  contempt. 

Notwilhftanding  thefe  efforts, 
there  was  not,  up  to  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  any  appearance  of  di  fun  ion 
between  the  minifters  and  Mr. 
Pitt.  They  were  more  feparate, 
but  it  was  accounted  for  by  the 
ftate  of  the  ex-minifter's  health, 
which  obliged  him  to  be  much 
in  the  country  f*  their  intercourfe 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [49 


Was  apparently  as  friendly  as  here¬ 
tofore  ;  and  the  affairs  of  ftate 
continued  during  the  recefs  in  1803 
to  be  confidentially  communicated, 
as  in  former  periods,  but  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that,  even  at  rhis  time, 
fome  perfons  who  w  idled  to  turn 
Mr.  Pitt’s  talents  and  popularity 
more  immediately  to  their  own  ad- 
vanrage  than  they  could  hope  to 
do  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  adminiftration,  had  ac¬ 
quired  over  his  mind  a  greater  af- 
cendancy  than  he  was  himfelf 
aware  of.  In  fad,  when  fecret 
advifers  with  whom  he  lived  in 
habits  of  unbounded  confidence, 
and  public  opponents  of  admini¬ 
ftration,  with  whom  lie  was  con¬ 
nected  both  by  relationfhip  and 
friendfhip,  concurred  in  fpeaking 
the  language  of  cenfure,  if  not  of 
contempt  of  men  who  were  repre- 
fented  as  impeding  his  return  to 
office,  and  when  the  public  confi¬ 
dence,  unfparingly  expreffed,  and 
encouraged  by  the  minifters  them- 
felves,  aided  his  own  ambition 
and  the  force  of  habit  in  urging 
him  to  refume  his  former  fwav  in 
the  ftate,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine 
that  he  fhould  not  incline  favour¬ 
ably  to  the  reprefentations  of 
thofe,  who,  by  decrying  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  contributed  to  raife  and 
fuftain  a  general  cry  for  his  aflift- 
ance  in  guiding  the  public  affairs. 

The  minifters  were,  in  fad,  fo 
far  from  wifhing  to  impede  this 
objed,  that  they  were  negligent, 
even  in  felf  defence,  and,  appre- 
henfive  of  alienating  him,  did  not 
ufe  the  means,  which  were  abun- 
.  dantly  in  their  power,  of  retorting 
many  arguments  of  an  unpopular 
nature  on  thole  who  allied  them- 
felves  with  his  name..  They  al¬ 
ways  courted  his  fupport,  and 

Vol.  XL VI.  or  Vol,  IV.  Ne 


when  the  renewal  of  haftilities  be¬ 
came  probable,  entered  into  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  which  had  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  fucceeding,  to  induce  him* 
and  fome  of  his  friends*  to  take 
office,  with  as  great  a  lead  in 
public  affairs  as  reafonable  ambition 
could  defire. 

This  negotiation,  according  to 
the  details  of  a  writer  whofe  ftate- 
ment  was  allowed  to  be  in  general 
well  founded,  although  it  was  in 
fome  particulars  contradided,  be¬ 
gan  early  in  March,  and  originated 
w'ith,  and  was  conddded  by  Lord 
Melville.  Mr.  Addington,  adu- 
ated  by  thofe  habits  of  perfonal 
friendfhip,  which  at  all  times  go¬ 
verned  his  mind  with  refped  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  confidering  the 
great  influence  of  this  gentleman 
among  the  monied  perfons,  which 
muft  have  been  fo  important  in  the 
event  of  a  renewed  war,  readily 
acceeded  to  the  propofal.  Ar¬ 
rangements  were  confidered  as 
concluded,  by  which  Mr.  Pitt* 
Lord  Melville,  and  feveral  of 
their  friends,  were  to  have  come 
into  office ;  and,  as  it  was  under- 
ftood,  not  merely  on  a  footing 
of  equality  with  Mr.  Addington 
and  others  of  the  adminiftration, 
but  beyond  it,  when  at  a  meeting 
held  for  the  purpofe  of  finally  con¬ 
cluding  the  forming  an  adminiftra¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Pitt,  no  lefs  to  the 
aftonifhment  of  Lord  Melville  than 
of  Mr.  Addington,  announced  his 
pofuive,  unalterable  determination, 
not  to  return  into  the  cabinet,  un- 
lefs  he  could  bring  back  with  him 
Lords  Spencer  and  Grenville,  with 
other  noble  and  honourable  per¬ 
fons  who  had  difapproved  of  every 
meafure  of  the  government,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  perfonal  in¬ 
civility  and  difrefpeft,  ami  who 
w  Series,  [Z)J  were 


50]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


were  adverfe  to  the  whole  fpirit 
and  principle  of  the  adminiltra- 
tion. 

With  this  propofal  minifters 
cpuld  not  in  courfe  comply,  and 
thus  their  enemies  gained  at  once 
the  end  for  which  they  had  been 
jfriving,  by  annihilating  every 
profpeft  of  future  fupport  to  the 
caufe  of  government  from  Mr. 
Pitt*.  They  reaped  the  firfl  fruits 
of  their  exertions  when,  in  his 
molt  brilliant  fpeech  on  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities,  Mr. 
Pitt  added  to  a  general  unfricndli- 
nefs  of  manner,  fome  exprefiions 
of  perfonal  difguft  againft  the  mi- 
nifter  ;  they  triumphed  in  his 
amendment  on  Colonel  Patten's 
motion  ;  and  dill  more  when  in 
the  debates  on  the  property  tax  he 
brought  his  financial  talent  in  di- 
red  coliifion  with  that  of  Mr. 


Addington,  propofing  amendments* 
which  were  in  fubftance  adopted, 
and  making  objections  which  it 
was  forefeen  would  lead  to  a  ge¬ 
neral  oppofition. 

The  next  effort  therefore  was, 
to  unite  all  the  parties  forming 
diftind  oppofitions  into  one  firm 
body,  and  for  this  purpofe,  much 
effort  and  much  intrigue  were 
employed  bath  during  the  fitting 
of  Parliament  and  the  recefs.  The 
hopes  and  views  entertained  on  this 
occafion  were  ltrangely  and  cu- 
rioufly  illuflrated  and  explained 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1804. 
A  Britifh  Eaft  Indiaman,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  Aplin,  was  captured  by  the 
French  Admiral  Linois,  and  her 
papers  not  being  thrown  over¬ 
board,  many  letters  from  indi¬ 
viduals  in  England  to  others  in 
India,  were  publifhed  by  the 


*  The  ftatement  made  by  a  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt  of  the'  courfe  of  this  negotiation,  is  in 
thefe  terms :  “  Toward  the  end  of  March,  or  at  the  beginning  of  April,  upon  the  eve  of 
war,  after  it  was  diftimffly  known  to  Mr.  Addington  that  Mr.  Pittftrongly  difapproved 
of  fome  of  the  leading  meafures  of  his  government,  a  diftinif  proportion,  (originating, 
not  as  has  been  inlinuated,  with  Lora  Melville,  but  entirely  with  Mr.  Addington  him- 
felf,)  was  made  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  object  of  which  was  his  return  to  the  official  fituation 
he  formerly  held  in  the  adminiftration ;  and  the  arrangement  was  to  have  taken  place 
whenever  the  negotiation  then  pending  with  France  fhonld  have  been  brought  to  a  con- 
clufion.  It  was  alfo  lignitied,  that  vacancies  tvould  be  made  for  the  purpofe  of  bring¬ 
ing  Lord  Melville  into  the  Cabinet,  and  fome  others  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  friends  into  different 
official  fituations.  To  this  proportion  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  he  would  not  enter  upon 
the  quelfion  of  arrangements,  until  he  was  dffinSly  informed  by  a  mefj'age  from  the  hightfk 
quarter,  that  bis  fervices  were  thought  eff'ential  j  that  if  fo  called  upon,  in  fpite  of  the  pre¬ 
carious  ftate  of  his  health,  he  fhould  not  decline  the  offer  of  his  beft:  advice  and  affift- 
ance  ;  that  fee  was  fully  aware  of  the  great  and  increafing  difficulties  of  the  country; 
and  that  be  jaw  the  neceffity  of  a  jlrong,  'vigorous,  and  efficient  government*  That  if  called 
upon  by  his  Majefty,  he  fhould  fee  1  it  to  be  his  duty  to  propofe  an  adminiftration  con*, 
fitting  principally  of  the  members  of  the  prefent  and  of  the  late  government,  that  in  the- 
general  arrangement  which  he  fhould  fubinit  for  his  Majefty’s  confideration,  he  fhould 
ii  they  sflented,  include  the  Lords  Grenville  and  Spencer,  but  that  he  fhould  prefs  no 
perfon  whatever  upon  his  Majefty,  only  referring  to  himfelf  the  power  of  declining  the 
undertaking  altogether,  if  he  could  not  form  Inch  a  government  as  would  enable  him, 
in  his  judgment,  to  condudt  the  affairs  of  the  nation  with  a  fair  probability  of  fuccefs. 
No  fine  qua  nen  was  infilled  upon,  with  refpe£t  to  the  admiffion  of  Lord  Grenville  or  of 
any  other  perfon  into  the  Cabinet.  All  that  Mr.  Pitt  required  was,  that  he  fhould  be 
at  liberty  to  fubmit  to  his  Majefty  whatever  he  thought  beft  for  his  Majefty’s  l'ervice, 
unfettered  by  any  previous  condition,  and  he  pofttively  declined  committing  himfelf 
upon  the  queftion  of  particular  arrangements  unfit  his  Majefty’s  pleafure  had  been  dif- 
$/a£ly  fignified  to  him* 

French 
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French  government,  and  among 
the  reft  one  from  Lord  Grenville  to 
the  Marquis  of  Wellefley,  de¬ 
tailing  his  opinions  on  the  pafty 
and  his  views  for  the  future,  with 
obfervations  on  the  political  per- 
fonages  around  him. 

After  applauding  his  own  con¬ 
duct  in  the  difcuflions  refpefting 
the  peace,  his  Lordfhip  proceeds : 
i(  Had  I  been  certain  of  an  oppor-* 
tunity,  I  fhould  have  written  you 
a  detail  of  what  has  taken  place 
(trice  April  laft,  in  regard  to  the 
proje&ed  change  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  would  have  explained, 
(as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  un- 
derftatid  them)  the  grounds  of  the 
conduct  which  Pitt  has  fince  ob- 
ferved.  It  gives  me  great  plea- 
fure  to  fee,  that  while  my  differ¬ 
ence  with  Addington  becomes 
every  day  more  marked,  all  the 
motives  which  made  Pitt  and  me 
differ  in  opinion  and  conduct, 
daily  decreafe.  We  have  not, 
however,  yet  been  able  to  aflimi- 
late  completely  our  plans  of  poli¬ 
tical  conduct.  Our  fituation,  in¬ 
deed,  in  one  eflential  point  of 
view,  is  entirely  different.  Though 
he  did  not  recommend  Addington 
to  his  prefent  employment,  (and, 
indeed,  who  is  there  that  knows 
him  would  have  done  it  ?)  he  never- 
thelefs  gave  him  a  certain  portion 
of  influence,  more  a&ive  than  my 
opinion  would  have  permitted  me 
to  grant,  in  the  formation  of  the 
new  adminiftration.  He  advifed 
their  meafures  a  long  time  after  I 
had  ceafed  to  have  any  intercourfe 
with  them,  and  he  approved  of 
them  in  different  points,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  the  molt  criminal, 
and  which  were  indeed  fo,  as  proved 
by  the  event.  He  is  confequently 
more  hampered  in  his  conduct  than 
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I  am,  and  he  does  not  at  prefent 
enjoy  the  ineftimable,  advantage 
which  I  poffefs,  of  never  having 
concealed  nor  compromifed  my* 
opinion,  in  regard  to  matters  of 
fo  much  political  importance;  but„ 
I  believe  that  his  ideas  on  their 
political  condudl  are  not  much  dif¬ 
ferent  from  mine,  if  they  differ  at 
all,  and  to  all  this  muff  be  added 
a  refentrnent  juftly  merited  from 
the  perfonal  conduft  of  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington  towards  him.  He  does 
not  endeavour  to  conceal  his  fen- 
timents.  -  If  he  has  written 
to  you  (which  he  certainly  muff 
have  done,  had  he  not  contrafted 
the  bad  habit  of  never  writing  to 
any  one)  he  muft  have  expreffed  to 
you,  I  am  perfuaded,  all  thefe  fen- 
timents  without  referve ;  and  it  is 
under  this  perfuafion  that  I  en¬ 
large  fo  much  to  you  on  his 
opinions.  The  meafure,  indeed, 
which  he  has  lately  adopted  (I  al¬ 
lude  to  his  motion  of  adjournment, 
on  the  vote  of  cenfure,  ill  judged 
in  itfelf,  as  I  think  it  was,  and  un¬ 
fortunate  in  its  refult,  fince  it 
leffened  his  public  influence)  has, 
at  leaft,  the  merit  of  exprefling,  in 
an  unequivocal  manner,  his  difap- 
probation  of  the  conduft  of  govern¬ 
ment.  As  for  eternal  enmity,  he 
adds,  I  deteft  the  idea  ;  and  if  I 
have  an  eternal  enmity,  it  is 
againft  the  partifans  of  a  principle 
fo  deteftabie.  But  much  is  due  to 
public  opinion,  as  well  as  to  the 
perfonal  fituation  and  character  of 
individuals,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
fpedted  long  after  they  have  ceafed 
to  have  refentrnent,  or  to  take 
pleafure  in  giving  proofs  of  it ; 
and  nothing  appears  to  me  lefs  pro¬ 
bable,  than  to  fee  Pitt  and  me, 
at  any  near  period  (perhaps  I  may 
fay,  at  any  period  of  our  lives, } 
[D  2]  xecon. 
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reconciled,  and  d’lfpofed  to  re- 
eftablifh  our  former  relations  with 

Addington/' 

This  extract  is  in  all  refpefts  ex¬ 
tremely  curious  ;  it  (hews,  that 
even  when  Mr.  Pitt  infilled  on 
forcing  Lord  Grenville  and  his  ad¬ 
herents  into  the  Cabinet,  thefe  two 
parties  had  not  yet  been  able  com¬ 
pletely  to  ailimilate  their  plans  of 
political  condufl,  it  (hews  how 
much  forenefs  and  jealoufy  had  fub- 
iifted  in  the  mind  of  the  writer 
while  Mr.  Pitt  fupported  the  mi- 
nifter,  and  while  it  exhibits  fo 
much  joy  at  their  difunion,  it  un¬ 
veils  the  hope  of  removing  the 
exifting  government  by  an  union  of 
all  the  parties  in  oppolition. 

This  union  was  rendered  ad¬ 
ditionally  probable  by  an  event  in 
which  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales  perfonally  en¬ 
gaged,  and  which  terminating  to 
his  diffatisfa&ion,  made  many  per- 
fons  believe  that  all  his  friends 
would  exert  themfelves,  with  his 
Entire  approbation  and  concurrence 
in  endeavouring  to  difplace  the  mi- 
niftry. 

The  ground  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs's  difpleafute  was  fuppofed  to 
exift  in  the  rejedlion  of  an  applica¬ 
tion  made  by  him  to  his  Majefty 
for  an  appointment  to  an  efficient 
command  in  the  army,  that  he 
might  be  perfonally  ferviceable  to 
the  country,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion, 
an  application  which  his  Majefty 
thought  proper  to  refufe.  The  cor- 
refpondence  on  the  fubjedl  between 
the  Royal  applicant,  his  parent, 
and  his  brother  the  commander  in 
•chief,  and  alfo  the  letters  which 
paffed  between  the  prince  and  the 
prime  minifter  wqre  given  to  the 
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public,  and  are  inferted  in  our  lad: 
volume*.  From  the  laft  letters  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  to  the  Duke 
of  York  and  Mr.  Addington,  it 
will  clearly  appear  that  his  dif- 
pleafure  was  at  the  moment  deep 
and  vehement,  and  from  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  letters  it  may  well  be 
inferred  that  the  parties  hoftile  to 
government  would  draw  from  the 
event  the  moil  fanguine  hopes. 

When  the  miniiters  found  them¬ 
felves  difappointed  in  their  expec¬ 
tation  of  being  joined  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
they  endeavoured  to  (Lengthen 
themfelves  by  calling  in  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Tierney.  This  meafure,  it 
is  faid,  was  recommended  by  Mr. 
Pitt  when  the  Cabinet  was  formed 
in  1801,  and  a  negotiation  for  that 
purpofe  was  conliderably  advanced, 
when  it  failed  owing  to  the  great 
warmth  with  which  Mr.  Tierney 
exprelTed  himfelf  in  oppolition  to 
the  Bill  for  indemnifying  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  colleagues  for  certain  afls 
of  their  adminiftration  ;  it  was  re¬ 
newed  in  1803,  and  the  ^ 
lucrative  office  of  treafurer  r 
of  the  navy,  refigned  by  Junw* 
Mr.  Bragge,  was  conferred  on 
Mr.  Tierney,  who  was  alfo  fworn 
in  a  member  of  the  privy  council. 
Whatever  advantage  might  at  any 
future  period  be  derived  from  the 
abilities  of  this  gentleman,  mi- 
niftry  could  reap  no  immediate  be¬ 
nefit  from  his  acceffion  to  the  Ca¬ 
binet.  He  was  -  reckoned  pecu¬ 
liarly  fkilful  in  matters  of  finance, 
but  that  bufinefs  was  already  dif- 
pofed  of  for  the  feffion.  If  his 
talents  in  debate  were  relied  on, 
they  were  rendered  unavailing  for 
the  exifting  feffion,  by  the  diffi- 

*.  culties  attending  his  re-eledlion. 
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When  in  compliance  with  the  law 
he  had  vacated  his  feat  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  he  offered  himfelf 
again  as  a  candidate  for  the  Borough 
of  Southwark.  Sir  Thomas  Tur- 
ton  entered  the  lifts  as  his  oppo¬ 
nent,  and  after  contefting  the  poll 
for  nine  days,  permitted  him  to 
be  return, ed  on  a  majority  of  about 
300  votes,  but  ft  ill  delayed  the 
refumption  of  his  feat  by  a  fcrutiry, 
fo  that  no  aftiftance  was  obtained 
from  him  during  that  feflion. 

While  thefe  tranfadlions,  fome- 
times  untruly  reported,  and,  at 
others,  faintly  furmifed,  occupied 
the  public  attention,  the  prefs  was 
actively  employed  both  in  oppofing 
and  fuftaining  the  caufe  of  admi- 
niftration.  The  firft  work  which 
in  any  great  degree  fixed  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public,  was  a  pro¬ 
duction  written  witli  great  elo¬ 
quence,  fpirit,  and  information,  in 
defence  of  minifters,  and  in  cen- 
fure  of  their  opponents,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  which,  whofe  name  after¬ 
ward  became  well  known,  affumed 
the  title  of  i(  a  near  obferver.,> 

This  writer  reviewing  the  ftate 
of  Europe  in  general,  and  of  do- 
meftic  politics  in  particular,  at  the 
time  when  the  change  of  miniftry 
was  effected,  depicted  each  in  the 
raoft  gloomy  colours,  and  faid  that 
in  fuch  a  complicated  predicament 
of  evil  and  defpondency,  with 
every  part  of  Europe  hoftile  to 
our  ipterefts,  and  preparing  to  an¬ 
noy  us  ;  without  a  diftinCt  end  or 
remaining  objeCt  in  the  war  ;  our 
expeditions  hopelefs  ;  our  burthens 
preffing  and  fevere  ;  our  enemy 
flufhed  with  infolcnce  and  fuccefs, 
and  galled  by  recent  infult  and  re- 
pulfc;  our  Sovereign  indifpofed 
and  incapable  of  adminiftring  the 
affairs  of  his  government  9  when 


fcarcely  a  hope  or  faint  fpeculatiori 
of  peace  remained,  when  no  part  of 
our  affairs  appeared  retrievable  ; 
it  was  at  fuch  a  moment,  that  his 
Majelty’s  late  minifters  thought 
proper  to  retire  from  his  fervice  ; 
and  that  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  call  Mr.  Addington  to  his  coun» 
cils.  1 

This  writer  alleged  that  the 
minifters,  facrificing  a  great  por*. 
tion  of  eafe,  fecurity,  and  perma¬ 
nent  dignity,  braved  the  taunts 
and  fcorn  of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  ad*, 
herents,  and  the  dangers  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  the  times  ;  but  this  he 
aborted  was  under  a  folemn  and 
authentic  pledge  of  honour  given 
by  the  late  minifters  for  their 
((  conftant,  active,  and  zealous 
fupport,^  This  promife,  how,, 
ever,  he  faid  was  to  be  read  as 
clogged  with  an  intentional  refer* 
vation  by  thofe  who  made  it,  that 
minifters  would  be  fupported  by 
their  predeceffors,  juft  as  long  as 
they  could  be  confidered  weak,  in«, 
capable,  and  deciduous — as  long  as 
they  could  be  hourly  difplaced 
they  would  be  hourly  upheld  and 
affifted  ;  but  if  they  fhould  attempt 
to  walk  without  the  leading  firing  5 
if  they  fhould  have  the  prefump- 
tion  to  appear  qualified  for  their 
offices,  or  to  be  fuccefsful  in  any 
of  their  meafures ;  if  they  fhould 
dare  to  be  firm,  prudent,  virtuous, 
or  fortunate,  or  to  lay  claim  to 
any  merit,  or  attempt  by  any 
means  to  procure  the  efteem  or  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  country,  then  thefe 
aCts  fhould  cancel  the  agreement, 
as  contrary  to  its  fpirit  and  true 
meaning,  and  they  fhould  inftantly 
be  treated  as  rivals  and  enemies. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
added,  at  this  time,  mult  be  di¬ 
vided  into  four  or  five  parties. 
3l  The 
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The  minifters  were  as  yet  untried, 
and  had  taken  their  ground  with 
Singular-  modefty,  appealing  only 
to  the  future  opinion  of  the  public 
upon  the  meafures  they  fhould  pur. 
fue,  and  de firing  to  be  judged  of 
by  their  a&ions.  The --old  oppo- 
fition,  though  bent  upon  peace, 
or  pacific  demonftrations,  was  now 
evidently  neither  unanimous  in 
principle,  nor  united  in  ta&ics. 
Meffrs.  Windham,  Grenville,  and 
their  followers,  were  adverfe  to 
peace  altogether,  Mr.  Pitt,  him* 
felf  an  hoft,  fupported  minifters 
openly,  and  perhaps  officioufly ; 
Mr.  Pitt’s  friends,  without  the 
trouble  of  a  public  principle  of  rule 
of  condud,  were  continually  em¬ 
ployed  in  decrying  aud  difcredit- 
ing  the  meafures  of  minifters,  fneer- 
ing  at  their  perfons,  and  forebod¬ 
ing  their  difmifiion.  In  this  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  Houfe,  one  continually 
heard,  in  loud  whifpers,  of  their 
incapacity  and  prefumption  in  hav¬ 
ing  taken  their  fituations,  while* 
from  another  bench,  they  were 
openly  branded  as  the  mere  puppets 
and  fubftitutes  of  the  perfons  to 
whom  they  had  prefumed  to  fuc- 
ceed. 

Diftrefs,  arifing  as  well  from 
the  ftate  of  public  affairs  as  their 
own  radical  differences  of  opinion, 
he  affigned  as  the  caufes  of  the 
fudden  abandonment  of  power  by 
the  late  government,  and  he  in¬ 
ferred  this  moft  ftrongly  from  the 
difcordant  modes  of  conduct  they 
had  adopted  on  the  fubjeft  of 
peace.  No  parties,  no  principles 
could  be  more  diftinfl  and  difcor¬ 
dant,  than  thofe  of  Mr.  Pitr  and 
Lord  Grenville,  with  their  feveral 
partizans  of  the  old  miniftry. 
-  Yet  this  peace,  he  contended,  was 
framed  on  the  very  principles 


marked  out  by  Lord  Grenville, 
who,  after  promifing  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton  his  fupport,  diftinguilhed  him- 
felf  by  an  acrimonious  oppofition 
to  that  very  peace.  The  author 
alfo  noticed  the  condusft  held  during 
this  period  by  the  party  who  term¬ 
ed  themfelves  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
among  whom  he  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  Mr.  Canning,  and  ccru 
Turing  their  general  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  afcribed  it  to  their  regret 
and  difpleafure  that  his  Majefty 
fhould  have  been  able  to  find  an¬ 
other  minifter  when  Mr.  Pitt  no 
longer  chofe  to  continue  in  office. 

Coming  then  to  the  tranfadions 
of  the  laft  fefiion  of  Parliament, 
he  described  Mr.  Pitt  as  courted 
by  all  parties  j  and  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  war,  particularly  preffed 
on  the  legiflature  by  the  Grenville 
party  as  the  only  man  to  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  adminiftration  of 
public  affairs.  This  wras  the  de- 
fign  of  every  motion,  the  burthen 
of  every  amendment,  the  conclufion 
of  every  harangue.  For  this  ob- 
jeift,  every  fpecies  of  defpondency 
was  again  carefully  fpread  among 
the  people.  The  finances  were  de¬ 
cried,  and  the  fiatements  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchquer  dis¬ 
puted  ;  even  the  refources  of  the 
country  were  attacked.  The  re¬ 
turn  for  thefe  efforts,  according  to 
this  writer,  was  the  refufal  of  Mr. 
Pitt  to  accept  of  office,  unlefs 
Lord  Grenville  and  his  friends 
v'ere  received  with  him.  Lord 
Grenville,  the  author  faid,  would 
replace  Mr.  Pitt  in  power,  and  it 
had  been  very  ungrateful  if  Mr. 
Pitt  had  forgotten  the  obligation. 
Thus  had  thefe  illuftrious  perfons 
maintained  unbroken  the  bands  of 
their  political  connexion,  in  fpite  of 
their  difference  of  opinion  upon  the 
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^reateft  political  occurrences ;  and 
thus  had  Mr.  Addington  been  de¬ 
prived  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  friendfhip, 
notwithftanding  every  one  of  his 
meafures  had  received  his  fupport 
and  approbation  ! 

Adverting  then  to  the  condufil 
of  parties  after  the  rupture  with 
France  became  certain,  he  noticed 
the  tone  of  defpondency  aflumed 
by  the  new  oppofition,  treating  it 
as  an  inftance  of  culpable  verfa- 
tility,  that  they,  who  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  intimidate  the  country 
into  immediate  war,  fhould,  when 
hoftilities  became  inevitable,  de¬ 
clare  that  they  had  chiefly  oppofed 
the  peace  becaufe  it  had  put  the 
country  out  of  a  condition  to  renew 
the  war.  The  conduft  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  on  this  occafion,  is  defcribed 
in  thefe  terms:  “  Upon  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
Mr.  Pitt  had  made  his  firft  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
during  the  prefent  Parliament. 
In  the  fpeech  which  preceded  the 
vote  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  gave  for  the  addrefs,  a 
near  obferver  could  not  miftake  or 
overlook  a  very  marked  coldnefs, 
and  ftudied  perfonal  indifference 
toward  the  minifters,  and  the  firft 
minifter  in  particular.  Not  one 
expreflion  of  regard,  not  even  the 
form  and  habit  of  his  right  honour¬ 
able  friend  efcaped  the  leferved 
and  cautious  lips  of  the  moft 
Ce?2jiaut}  Active  j  and  Zealous  fnp- 
porter  of  Mr.  Addington!  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  new  religion  of  the 
party  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  lately 
infilled  upon  bringing  back  with 
him  into  the  King’s  councils,  his 
confcience  enabled  him  to  fupport 
the  meafures  without  commending 
the  men.  Content,  however,  for 
the  moment,  with  the  effect  of  his 
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cold,  repulfive  neutrality  ;  having 
alarmed  one  part  of  his  hearers, 
afHidbed  another,  and  perplexed 
all;  the  houfe  faw  him  pleafed  to 
divide  with  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  whofe  credit  and  in¬ 
fluence,  not  indeed  every  word 
that  he  had  uttered,  but  every  tone 
and  gefture  he  had  ufed,  had  been 
calculated  to  difcourage  and  dif- 
credit.  In  contrafting  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  new,  with  thofe  of 
the  old  oppofition,  he  fays,  “  that 
government  which  had  been  uni¬ 
formly  reproached  by  the  new  op¬ 
pofition,  with  having  acted  tamely, 
fubmiflively,  and  I  know  not  what, 
in  the  vain  and  fanguine  hope  of 
prolonging  the  peace,  was  now 
taxed  by  the  old  oppofition  with 
never  having  wilhed  to  maintain 
it  at  all,  and  with  having  taken 
the  firft,  and  that  a  needlefs  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  breaking  it.  Upon  one 
fide  of  the  Speaker’s  chair,  the 
minifters  heard  thernfelves  accufed 
of  having  caufed  the  war  by  their 
temporizing  and  fpiritlefs  policy  % 
upon  the  other,  by  their  violence 
and  infincerity.  Here,  they  ought 
to  have  declared  war  for  the  firft 
aggreffion ;  there,  not  even  for  the 
laft.”  From  the  fault  of  breaking 
the  peace,  however,  the  author 
had  already  vindicated  rheminiftry, 
ufing  among  others  thefe  remarkable 
expreflions:  “Really  if  there  ex- 
ifts  an  individual  who  ever  did 
confide  in  the  duration  of  the  late 
peace,  I  would  counfel  him  to 
keep  his  own  fecret.  It  will  be 
in  vain  to  charge  his  drivelling 
as  a  crime  upon  other  men.  He 
is  Nature's  fool,  and  not  Mr* 
Addington’s.” 

Mr.  Pitt’s  condu6l  on  Mr. 
Patten’s  motion  then  came  under 
review,  and  he  was  cenfured, 
[Z>  4J  fome- 
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fpmetimes  in  terms  of  great  afpe- 
rity,  for  his  defertion  of  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington,  at  others  in  the  tone  of 
farcaftic  irony,  complimented  for 
his  more  than  Roman  virtue  in 
refuling  a  vote  of  acquittal  to  a 
cabinet  of  which  his  own  brother 
was  a  member.  From  this  mo¬ 
ment,  the  author  confiders  the  at¬ 
tachment  and  deference  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
Mr.  Pitt  as  a  weaknefs ;  indeed 
as  the  only  one  he  could  difcover 
in  his  charafier. 

Still  it  was  not  denied  that  Mr. 
Pitt’s  firm  and  zealous  fupport  to 
minifters  would  be  highly  fer- 
viceable  to  the  country.  His 
financial  (kill,  his  commanding 
eloquence,  and  his  ftiil  great  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  country,  would  be  a 
tower  of  ftrength  to  his  Majefty’s 
government.  But  it  was  denied 
that  he  was  fo  much  to  be  dreaded 
as  an  opponent,  as  defired  for  a 
friend.  His  habits  and  his  talents, 
his  paffions,  and  even  his  tones 
and  geftures,  it  was  faid,  are  cal¬ 
culated  for  office  and  authority. 
His  vote  on  Colonel  Patten’s  mo¬ 
tion  too,  was  faid  to  have  been 
more  fatal  to  his  credit  and  popu¬ 
larity,  than  any  meafure  he  could 
have  taken;  and  fcarcely  lefs  in¬ 
jurious  to  his  public  charafier, 
than  his  unaccounted-for  and  un¬ 
accountable  refignation  in  1801. 

Lord  Grenville  and  his  friends 
were  treated  with  much  lefs  refpeft, 
and  Mr.  Fox  and  his  minority 
could  only  be  confiaered  as  a  pof- 
fible  adminiftration,  in  cafe  of  the 
fuccefs  of  an  inyafion,  or  fome 
other  great  diffifter,  which  fhould 
lay  us  at  the  feet  of  France.  He 
might,  perhaps,  be  the  vice- 
prefident  of  the  Britannic  republic, 
})ut  there  was  little  profpeft  of  his 


ever  being  the  minifter  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  king. 

Between  the  late  and  prefent  ad* 
miniflration,  the  writer  drew  this 
contrail.  (<  The  Pitt  and  Gren¬ 
ville  party,  with  all  their  ex* 
perience  and  ability,  and  the  great 
fervices  which  they  have  fometimes 
rendered  the  country,  by  fome  fa¬ 
tality  or  other  have  never  under¬ 
flood  its  charafier  nor  enjoyed  its 
affeflion.  Hiftory  does  not  fhew 
fo  grofs  an  inflanee  of  credulous 
felf-love  and  infatuated  vanity,  as 
the  opinion  they  daily  manifeft, 
that  their  abfence  from  the  king’s 
councils  is  regretted  by  the  public  ; 
that  the  people  defire  their  return 
to  power ;  that  the  king  has  made 
an  unpopular  ufe  of  his  prerogative 
in  the  prefent  feleflion  of  hiscoun- 
fellors !  The  prefent  minifters,  he 
proceeded,  have  this  advantage, 
this  happinefs,  over  them,  that 
they  fall  in  with  the  charafier  of 
the  nation.  1  diflinguifh  nothing 
perfonal  in  their  fway  ;  the  men 
are  not  vifible  in  the  afls  of  their 
authority;  they  feem  to  be  the 
fervants,  not  the  mailers  of  the 
public  ;  the  nation  governs  it/elf 
more  under  therm,  and  for  them. 
Convinced,  perfuaded,  and  pre¬ 
pared,  the  people  demand  thofe 
laws  and  meafures  which  ufed  to 
be  impofed  upon  them ;  they  re¬ 
quire  thofe  levies  and  taxes  which 
were  fo  lately  felt  as  burthens  and 
hardfhips.  They  identify  them- 
felves  with  a  government  which 
confides  in  them,  The  late  mi¬ 
ni  ft  ry  were  often  urged  by  their 
moil  ftrenuous  fupporters  to  place 
more  reliance  upon  the  people,  but 
they  never,  as  I  have  obferved, 
underftood  their  charafier,  their 
temper,  or  their  fpirit.  One  of 
the  firft  afls  of  their  fuccefiefrs 
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was,  to  reflore  the  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  aft,  and  to  repeal  the  Bills 
againft  fedition.  The  trials  of 
Defpard  and  his  accomplices  were 
condufted  in  the  ordinary  courfe, 
like  Ample  felonies,  without  alarm, 
without  fecret  committees,  without 
demondrations  of  jealoufy  and 
midruft.  They  now  reap  the  fruit 
of  their  temper  or  their  policy, 
for  without  an  appearance  of  force 
or  power,  without  the  reluftance 
of  a  fingle  fubjeft,  by  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  affeftion  of  the  people 
alone,  they  have  been  able  to 
carry  the  greated  meafures,  of 
which  there  is  either  record  or 
tradition  in  the  hiftory  of  the  em¬ 
pire. 

Of  this  pamphlet  fo  much  no¬ 
tice  would  not  have  been  taken  in 
this  place,  but  that  it  feemed  to 
produce  more  confiderable  effefts  on 
domeftic  politics  than  have  ufually 
refulted  from  fuch  an  engine.  The 
friends  of  Lord  Grenville,  many 
of  whom  were  alfo  in  habits  of  in¬ 
timacy  with  Mr.  Pitt,  were  en¬ 
raged  beyond  meafure  ;  and  thofe 
friends  of  Mr,  Pitt  who  had  before 
been  endeavouring  to  render  him 
irrevocably  the  opponent  of  Mr. 
Addington,  now  enjoyed  a  cer¬ 
tainty  of  their  fuccefs.  As  the 
pamphlet  had  a  mod  rapid  fale, 
occafion  was  taken  to  affirm,  al¬ 
though  it  was  always  denied  by 
minifters,  that  large  numbers  were 
didributed  by  their  orders,  that 
they  were  even  feen  to  purchafe 
them,  and  that  the  work  was  fent 
into  all  parts  of  the  country  and 
to  foreign  courts  under  official 
franks.  After  a  time,  many  pens 
were  employed  in  anfwering  this 
pamphlet,  but  nothing  which  was 
produced  deferved  the  flighted  at¬ 
tention,  except  one  intitled  a  Plain 


Anfwer,  by  a  more  accurate  ob- 
ferver.  This  was  fuppofed  on  its 
appearance,  and  foon  diftinftly 
avowed  to  be  the  produftion  of  an 
intimate  friend  ol  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
from  internal  evidence,  mud  have 
been  writen,  if  not  under  his  eye, 
at  lead  with  a  competent  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  prefent  fentiments  and 
future  views. 

In  this  pamphlet,  which  after¬ 
ward  called  forth  a  reply  from  the 
original  defender  of  adminid ration, 
almod  all  the  fafts  relied  on  by 
the  author  of  the  fird  publication 
were  difputed  ;  his  phrafes  were 
cenfured  as  harfh  and  unwarrant¬ 
able  toward  the  opponents  of  mi¬ 
nidr  v,  and  toward  Mr.  Pitt  in 
particular  ;  and  his  praifes  of  the 
exifting  adminidration  were  at¬ 
tributed  to  blind  partiality  and  a 
defire  to  flatter.  As  the  reply  al¬ 
ready  alluded  to  attempts  the  re¬ 
futation  of  mod  of  the  pofltions 
taken  in  defence  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  friends,  it  is  not  neceffary  to 
repeat  them,  but  merely  to  offer  a 
few  driking  paffages. 

It  was  denied  that  at  the  time 
the  late  minldry  refigned,  the  war 
was  peculiarly  unpopular  and  hope- 
lefs  ;  u  it  was  certainly  lefs  un¬ 
popular  in  1801  than  in  1795  and 
the  two  following  years.”  Mr. 
Pitt,  it  was  faid,  made  a  didinft 
offer  to  retain  his  fituation,  until 
the  war  fhould  be  concluded,  and 
the  country  relieved  from  its  mod 
preffing  difficulties,  provided  he 
could  be  affured  that  no  attempt 
would  he  made,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  prejudge  the  important  quedion, 
the  difference  of  opinion  on  which, 
had  led  to  his  refiguation.  Al¬ 
though  this  offer  was  not  accepted, 
his  refignation  was  rveverthelefs 
fwfpendedj  by  the  event  which 
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immediately  followed,  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  unfortunate  illnefs.  Until 
his  Majefty’s  recovery,  he  not 
only  remained  nominally  in  office, 
but  continued  to  aft  during  the 
whole  of  the  period,  as  minifter, 
and  retained  as  much  as  ever  the 
chief  direftion  of  affairs. 

As  to  the  promife  of  conftant, 
zealous,  and  aftive  fupport,  faid 
to  have  been  given  by  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  and  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  prefent 
minifters,  it  was  thus  explained. 
Mr.  P  tt  undoubtedly,  when  he 
retired  from  office,  felt  convinced, 
that,  under  the  circumftances  of 
the  period,  his  Majefty  had  felefted 
for  his  advifers,  perfons,  by  whom 
it  was  probable  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country  would  be 
wifely  and  fafely  adminiftered. 
He  felt  them,  therefore,  entitled 
to  his  fupport,  and,  as  well  as 
Lord  Grenville,  gave  them  his  af- 
furance  of  it.  To  give  to  any  fet 
of  men  a  promife  of  conftant  fup-> 
port,  let  their  conduft  be  what  it 
would,  is  as  inconfiftent  with  every 
idea  of  public  duty,  as  it  certainly 
is  with  common  fenfe  or  com¬ 
mon  honefty.  Neither  Mr.  Pitt 
nor  Lord  Grenville,  ever  gave, 
nor  did  Mr.  Addington  under¬ 
hand,  that  he  had  received  fuch 
a  promife.  The  words  quoted 
were  made  ufe  of  by  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  in  a  fpeech,  in  which  he 
claimed  for  the  new  adminift  ration 
the  confidence  of  the  country,  as 
confiftingof  men  who  had  conftantly 
approved  the  principles  upon  which 
he  and  his  colleagues  had  enjoyed 
the  confidence,  and  received  the 
fupport  of  the  nation,  and  who  had 
both  publicly  and  privately  pro- 
feffed  their  intention  of  continuing 
to  act  upon  the  fame  general  fyftem 
which  had  been  adopted  by  their 
predeceffors.  As  fuch,  his  Lord- 


fhip  faid,  they  Ihould  have  his 
“  conftant,  aftive,  and  zealous 
fupport. **  With  refpeft  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  it  is  not  very  neceffary  to 
inquire  what  were  the  particular, 
words  in  which  he  conveyed  to  his 
fucceffors  his  affurance  of  his  fup¬ 
port  ;  but  in  this  cafe,  as  in  that 
of  Lord  Grenville,  there  was  not 
only  an  implied,  but  an  exprefs 
limitation  to  the  promife.  And 
it  was  faid  that  there  were  three 
points  felefted  as  effential  con¬ 
ditions,  upon  two  of  which  Mr. 
Pitt  had  expreffed  his  difappro- 
bation  of  the  meafures  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  government. 

The  conduft  of  Mr.  Pitt  on 
Colonel  Patten’s  motion,  was  vin¬ 
dicated  in  thefe  terms.  Upon  the 
particnlar  motion  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Patten,  other  courfes  were 
fuggefted  at  the  time,  as  thofe 
which  it  would  have  been  more 
becoming  in  Mr.  Pitt  to  have 
purfued;  but  the  objeftion  to  all 
of  them  is,  that  they  begin  by 
afking  of  him,  a  complete  facri- 
fice  of  opinion.  If  popularity  had 
been  his  objeft,  it  did  not  require 
his  fagaciry  to  difcover  that  he 
could  not  attain  that  end  by  for¬ 
bearing  to  deliver  his  opinion.  A 
confcientious  feeling  of  duty  to  his 
king  and  country  could  alone  de¬ 
termine  him  to  withhold  any  judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  queftion ;  but  no 
party  views  whatever  could  pof- 
fibly  enter  into  fuch  a  decifion. 
Mr.  Patten’s  friends,  confident 
that  he  could  not  approve  the  ir- 
refolute  and  inconfiftent  meafures 
which  minifters  had  adopted  in 
their  whole  intercourfe  wi th  F ranee, 
and  particlarly  in  the  late  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  ftrongly  urging  the 
fatal  effefts  to  the  empire,  of  want 
of  fyftem  and  of  firmnefs  difplayed 
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on  that  occafion,  contended  that 
he  (hould  have  given  a  direft  vote 
of  cenfure  ;  while  the  minifters, 
convinced  that  they  had  excited  a 
feeling  of  refentment  againft  the 
Firft  Conful  of  France,  incom¬ 
patible  with  all  fair  and  juit  invefti- 
gation  of  their  own  vconduft, 
called  loudly  for  examination  and 
decifion.  They  were  not  deceived 
in  their  expectations ;  all  other 
confiderations,  their  o  vn  errors 
and  inconfiftencies,  were  loft  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  infolence, 
ambition,  and  peifidy  of  France. 
They  obtained  the  favourable  de¬ 
cifion  of  a  great  majority,  rather 
the  effeft  of  inflamed  paffion  than 
of  calm  reafon  ;  they  obtained  it 
(perhaps  in  the  way  moft  agreeable 
to  themfelves)  without  any  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  meafures  which  had 
led  to  the  rupture  with  France. 

Finally,  as  a  contraft  to  the 
cha rafter  and  conduft  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  (i  accurate  obferver”  gave  the 
following  defeription  of  the  mi- 
niftry.  “  Totally  deft itute  of 
foundation  as  are  the  attacks  upon 
the  charafter  of  that  great  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  ftatefman,  at  whom  they 
are  chiefly  levelled,  there  is  fcarcely 
more  ground  for  the  high  praife  fo 
lavilhly  heaped  upon  the  minif- 
ters.  They  are  reprefen  red  as 
i(  faithful,  able,  vigorous,  and 
fortunate  to  their  fidelity  I 
cordially  accede,  but  I  can  accom¬ 
pany  the  Near  Obferver  no  fur¬ 
ther  in  panegyrick.  The  peace  of 
Amiens,  their  great  work,  was  a 
*(  peace  of  experiment  ;**  at  leaft, 
fo  it  was  reprefented  to  be,  by 
thofe  who  made  if,  as  foon  as 
they  difeovered  that  it  was  faft 
verging  toward  its  end.  It  may 
have  been,  'and,  I  think,  was) 
right,  under  all  the  circumftances, 
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to  have  tried  the  experiment  at  the 
time;  but  it  has  failed,  and  the 
minifters  muft  be  contented,  not  to 
rank  it  among  their  fuccefsful  mea. 
fures.  I  fee  nothing  from  the 
peace  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  which  can  be  fairly  called 
able,  vigorous,  or  fortunate.  If 
I  look  to  more  recent  events,  [  fee 
lefs  to  juftify  this  encomium.  I 
cannot  difeern  any  extraordinary 
merit  in  the  management  either  of 
our  foreign  or  domeftic  concerns. 
The  lofs  of  Hanover,  in  fpite  of 
appearances,  may  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  no  remiffnef,  no  pro- 
craftination  on  the  part  of  the 
minifters ;  it  may  have  been  un¬ 
avoidable,  and  it  may  have  been 
impoffible,  (though  a  circumftance 
deeply  to  be  lamented)  to  have 
brought  away  any  part  of  the 
army  of  that  country  ;  it  may 
have  been  right  to  have  difeharged 
the  tranfporrs  taken  up  for  that 
purpofe,  while  the  force  was  ft  ill 
well  difpofed  and  entire.  It  may 
have  been  excufable  to  have  dif- 
believed.  all  the  information  re. 
fpefting  the  IriOi  infurreftion,  to 
have  been  warned,  and  yet  to  have 
been  taken  by  furprife.  It  might 
have  been  politic  to  have  tem¬ 
porized  with  Holland,  it  may  be 
ftill  right  to  temporize  with  Spain, 
All  thefe  things  may  pollibly  be 
j uft ifi able,  but  they  do  not  place 
themfelves  obvioully  and  naturally, 
among  the  records  of  good  fortune 
or  of  wifdom.  They  require  much 
explanation,  and  fome  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  granted  in  this  feffion  of 
Parliament.  What  fhail  I  fay  of 
the  conduft  ot  minifters  toward 
thofe  perfons  who  fo  nobly  ftood 
forth  as  volunteers  lor  the  defence 
of  the  nation  i  I  cannot  even  in¬ 
vent  a  j  unification  ;  they  were  by 
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turns  carefted  and  difcountenanced, 
invited  and  rejected,  but,  (thank 
God  !)  they  could  not  be  difpirited. 
Among  the  many  compliments 
paid  to  the  minifters,  we  are  told 
that  C(  the  men  are  not  vifible  in 
the  ads  of  their  authority but 
here  they  were  never  out  of  fight. 
Ads  and  amended  ads  were  pa  (led  j 
the  influence  of  fecretaries  of  ftate 
and  fecretaries  at  war  was  brought 
forward  to  expound  the  ftatutes  ; 
letter  after  letter  was  written,  and 
weeks  elapfed  in  explaining  ex¬ 
planations  ;  at  length  the  opinion 
of  the  crown  lawyers  was  reforted 
to  by  the  minifters,  for  the  con- 
ftnidion  of  the  ads  which  they 
had  themfelves  fo  recently  prb- 
pofed  ;  and  that  opinion  convinced 
them  and  the  public  how  much  at 
variance  had  been  their  intentions 
and  their  enadments.  The  volun¬ 
teers  were  at  laft  told,  in  the  mod 
complimentary  way,  and  as  a  fort 
of  excufe  for  all  the  fhifting  and 
changing  which  had  taken  place, 
that  u  the  difficulties  which  had 
occurred  had  arifen  in  a  great 
meafure  from  a  zeal  and  alacrity 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  which 
had  exceeded  even  the  hopes  and 
expeditions  of  the  government. 
Never  was  fo  plain  and  Ample  a 
meafure  fo  confufed  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  ;  but  never  can  I  believe 
that  Buonapatte  will  fubdue  that 
fpirit  which  fo  mueh  tampering 
and  trifling  could  neither  damp 
nor  difhearten.” 

Thefe  ext  rads  from  the  two 
writers  moil  confpicuous  in  this 
difcufilon,  will  fufficiently  illuflrate 
the  manner  in  which  the  difpute 
was  carried  on,  without  further 
purfuing  the  courfe  of  the  conteft  : 
and  it'muft  be  evident  to  the  reader 
how  much  it  mult  tend  to  the  dif- 
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advantage  of  the  minifter.  Amid 
the  higheft  praifes  on  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton,  and  no  fmall  portion  of  invec¬ 
tive  againft  the  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  “  near  ob- 
ferver*’  admits  that  “  Mr.  Pitt's 
acceflion  to  the  Cabinet  would  be 
an  acquifition  of  great  importance  ; 
a  tower  of  ftrength.5*  This,  in 
the  minds  of  the  greater  portion  of 
mankind,  would  be  fufftcient  to 
decide  the  queftion,  if  it  were  to 
be  made  one  of  comparifon.  The 
u  accurate  obferver,"  on  the  other 
hand,  treated  Mr.  Addington's 
pretenfions  with  the  greateft  dif- 
dain,  and,  far  from  thinking  him 
qualified  to  guide,  hardly  allowed 
him  fit  to  lhare  in  the  councils 
and  meafures  of  Mr.  Pitt.  This 
writer  top  was  well  known  to  be 
the  confidential  expounder  of  the 
fentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  friends, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  be  fo  of  Mr. 
Pitt  himfelf,  while  his  opponent 
was  not  only  difelaimed  by  the 
minifters,  but  himfelf,  raoft  anxi- 
oufly  difowned  any  connexion  with 
them.  They  who  believed  him 
undervalued  his  authority  ;  they 
who  difbelieved  him  were  indig¬ 
nant  at  the  fuppofed  hypocrify  and 
treachery  of  the  miniftry  and  their 
champion. 

It  were  an  unworthy  wafte  of 
time  to  notice  the  aflaults  which 
minifters  fuftained  from  inferior 
libellers.  The  effedf,  however 
was  evident.  Daily  mifrepre- 
fentation  and  abufe,  a  perpetual 
call  for  defence  where  no  fpecific 
charge  could  be  alleged,  wearied 
their  friends,  aad  emboldened  their 
enemies.  The  great  majority  of 
the  public  were  fatisfied  with  their 
rule,  but  ff ill  a  considerable  im- 
preflion  was  made  by  thofe 
railed  at  a  war  wherein  nothing 
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was  effe&ed ;  who  ridiculed  and 
decried  the  equipment  of  a  navy 
which  gained  neither  laurels  nor 
riches,  and  the  levy  of  an  army 
which  inftead  of  carrying  terror  to 
the  {hores  of  the  threatening  ene¬ 
my,  awaited  in  anxious  alarm  the 
opportunity  of  defending  their  own 
when  that  enemy  fhould  think  fit 
to  carry  into  execution  his  menace 
of  invafion. 

To  the  other  difficulties  of  the 
Cabinet  may  be  added  the  uneafi* 
nefs  which  was  excited  by  the  ftate 
of  Ireland  ;  for  although  the  re¬ 
bellion  of  laft  year  had  fo  fuddenly 
fubfided,  and  a  renewal  could  not 
be  certainly  apprehended,  Hill  the 
occafional  movements  of  the  dif- 
afFefted,  and  the  rumour  of  more 
ferious  meafures  planned  in  fecret, 
were  fufficient  to  infpire  anxiety 
and  alarm.  The  Catholics  of  that 
country,  although  they  did  not 
for  the  prefent  attempt  any  adfive 
exertion  to  embarrafs  the  govern¬ 
ment,  fhewed  a  difpofition  to 
place  the  confederation  of  their  own 
claims  before  any  other  matter, 
and  would  not,  amidft  the  acknow- 
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ledged  difficulties  of  the  times, 
approach  the  throne  with  the  offier 
of  their  fervices,  unlefs  they  were 
allowed,  at  the  fame  time,  mok 
loudly  and  loftily  to  demand  what 
they  thought  to  be  their  rights* 
In  this  difpofition,  they  had  pre¬ 
pared  an  addrefs  to  the  king  fimi- 
milar  to  thofe  lent  up  by  every 
clafs  of  fubjedls,  but  an  attempt 
being  made  to  foften,  in  a  very 
flight  degree,  two  phrafes  relating 
to  their  political  claims,  they  de¬ 
clined  prefenting  it.  The  ill- 
humour,  apparent  in  this  tranf- 
adfion,  was  heightened  by  the 
publication  of  a  correfpondence 
between  Lord  Redefdale,  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  Lord 
Fingal,  and  fome  other  letters 
which  palled  between  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  the  titular  bifhop 
of  Cloyne  and  Rofs.  The  fenti- 
ments  exprefled  by  Lord  Redefdale 
were  made  the  fubjedl  of  much  po¬ 
pular  inve&ive,  and  a  regular  at¬ 
tack  on  government  was  made  by 
a  feries  of  violent  and  infulting 
libels  on  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
the  Lord  Lieutenant. 


CHAP.  IV. 


Slight  Changes  in  the  'Mini ft ry  ;  Meeting  of  Parliament ;  King* s  Speech  ; 

Motion  for  an  Addrefs  in  the  Honje  of  Lords;  carried  'without  Qpp&~ 

*  fttion ;  Debate  in  the  Hozife  of  Commons ;  the  Addrefs  moved  by  Mr, 
Cropley  AJhley ,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Bari  and ;  Obfervations  of  Mr, 
Fox  ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Sir  Francis  Burchett  ;  no  amend¬ 
ment  moved.  Speech  of  Mr.  Windham  o?i  bringing  tip  the  Report  cf  the 
Addrefs.  Qbfervation  on  thefe  Debates.  Bills  brought  in  for  /appending 
the  Habeas  Corpusf  and  continuing  Martial  Law  in  Ireland ;  Speech  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  on  moving  them  ;  Debate  on  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Bill;  Speech  of  Mr.  He  ly  Hut  chief  on  ;  General  Loftus  ;  Mr.  Hawthorn  ; 
Lord  Temple  ;  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton;  Lord  Caftlereagh.  Debate  on. 

-  the  Martial  Law  Bill ;  Objcdiions  of  Mr.  Burrows  ;  anfwered  by  Mr. 

■  .  Curry  and  Mr.  John  Claudius  B  ere  ford ;  Oppofttion  on  the  Second  Read- 
ting  ;  General  F lew  of  the  Qbj eft  ions  ;  and  of  the  Anf veers  to  them.  The 
i  ■'  .  Bills 
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Bills  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords;  Debate  on  them  ;  Speech  of 
Lord  Haivkcjlury  ;  Oppoftion  of  Lord  Grenville ;  he  is  arrfnxered  by 
Lord  Lmerick  ;  the  Bit's  pafs ♦ 


THE  only  changes  in  the  po¬ 
litical  world,  befides  thofe 
already  mentioned,  which  could 
/  claim  particular  attention,  were 
the  appointment  of  Lord  Pelham 
to  the  Chancei'orfhip  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancafter,  on  the  refig- 
P  v  nation  of  the  Earl  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  and  the  fummoning 
of  Lord  Hawkefhury  to 
the  upper  houfe,  where  he 
was  to  fit  without  alteration  of  the 
title  he  had  borne  by  courtefy. 

,  The  feffion  of  Parliament 

Kovr  WaS  °PenCt^  a  fpeech  in 
which  the  king  announced 

the  endeavours  he  had  made  to 
carry  into  effeft  the  meafures  of 
defence  prepared  in  the  preceding 
feffion,  and  extolied  the  fpirit 
which  had  armed  fo  large  a  body 
of  volunteers.  Thefe  efforts,  he 
faid,  had,  if  poffible,  ftrengthened 
the  claims  of  the  people  to  his 
confidence  and  affedlion.  His 
Majefty  noticed  theconquefts  made 
from  the  enemy,  and  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  fuppreflion  of  rebellion, 
and  she  punifhment  of  its  leaders  in 
Ireland,  exprefTed  his  hope,  that, 
fuch  of  his  deluded  fubjefts  as  had 
fwerved  from  their  allegiance, 
were  now  convinced  of  their  error ; 
and  that,  having  compared  the  ad¬ 
vantages  they  derived  from  the 
protection  of  a  free  conftitution, 
with  the  condition  of  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  which  are  under  the  dominion 
of  the  French  government,  they 
would  cordially  and  zealoufly  con¬ 
cur  in  refilling  any  attempt  that 
might  be  made  againft  the  fecurity 
and  independence  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  king  alfo  dated, 
that  he  had  concluded  a  convention 


with  the  king  of  Sweden,  for  the 
purpofe  of  adj tiding  all  the  dif¬ 
ferences  which  had  arifen  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  eleventh  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1661,  and  then  re¬ 
turning  to  the  fubjeft  of  the  war, 
exprefTed  his  firm  reliance  on  the 
activity,  valour,  and  conduft  of 
his  fleets  and  armies.  il  Em. 
barked/*  he  faid,  u  with  my 
brave  and  loyal  people  in  one  com¬ 
mon  caufe,  it  is  my  fixed  deter¬ 
mination,  if  the  occafion  fhould 
arife,  to  fhare  their  exertions  and 
their  dangers  in  the  defence  of  our 
conftitution,  our  religion,  our  laws 
and  independence.  To  the  ac¬ 
tivity  and  valour  of  my  fleets  and 
armies,  to  the  zeal  and  unconquer¬ 
able  fpirit  of  my  faithful  fubje&s, 
I  confide  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  all  thofe  valuable  interefts 
which  are  involved  in  the  iflue  of 
this  momentous  conteft.  A&uated 
by  thefe  fentiments,  and  humbly 
imploring  the  bleffing  of  Divine 
Providence,  I  look  forward  with 
a  firm  convi&ion,  that  if,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  juft  expedlation,  the 
enemy  fhould  elude  the  vigilance 
of  my  numerous  fleets  and  cruizers, 
and  attempt  to  execute  their  pre- 
fumptuous  threat  of  invading  our 
coalts,  the  confequence  will  be  to 
them,  difeomfiture,  confufion,  and 
dtfgrace  ;  and  that  ours  will  not 
only  be  the  glory  of  furmounting 
prefent  difficulties,  and  repelling 
immediate  danger,  but  the  folid 
and  permanent  advantage  of  fixing 
the  fafety  and  independence  of  the 
kingdom  on  the  bafis  of  acknow¬ 
ledged  ftrength,  the  refult  of  its 
©wn  tried  energy  and  refouices.** 

In 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [65 


In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  Mar¬ 
inis  of  Sligo  moved  the  addrefs, 
which  was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of 
Limerick.  They  prefled  the  im¬ 
portance  of  unanimity  at  the  pre¬ 
lent  moment,  obliged  as  we  were 
to  contend  with  an  overbearing  and 
vindictive  enemy,  avowing,  as  his 
objeCt,  our  deltruCtion,  and  one 
who  we  knew,  by  the  melancholy 
experience  of  Europe,  would  flop, 
at  no  means  to  effeCt  his  purpofe. 
In  the  prefent  fubjeCl  no  queftion 
was  involved,  as  to  the  fitnefs  or 
unfirnefs  of  minifters  for  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  their  fovereign  ;  the  topics 
before  them  were  not  matters  of 
party  confederation  ;  they  were  of 
a  comprehend ve,  general  and  im¬ 
portant  kind.  One  paflage  in  the 
King’s  fpeech,  was  noticed  as  de¬ 
serving  particular  confideration, 
namely  his  avowal  of  his  determi¬ 
nation  perfonally  to  come  forward 
in  defence  of  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  liberties  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  his  faithful  people. 
To  a  communication  of  this  nature, 
it  was  trufted  there  was  no  heart 
fo  cold,  or  feeling  fo  deadened,  as 
not  to  beat  refponfive,  and  fenfibly 
appreciate,  in  its  full  extent,  its 
magnitude  and  importance.  Well 
might  his  Majefty  rely  on  the  zeal 
and  Lrvices  of  his  people.  Should 
fuch  a  contingency  ever  arife,  the 
whole  population  of  the  ifland 
would  rufh  forward,  and  interpofe 
its  myriads  between  his  facred  per- 
fon  and  danger :  though  an  attack 
fhould  be  made  by  hofts  gorged 
with  the  fpoils  and  blood  of  Europe, 
the  refult  would  be,  not  only  fecu- 
rity,  but  triumph  to  our  beloved 
fovereign  and  thofe  who  had  the 
happinefs  to  live  under  his  aufpi- 
cious  government. 


The  addrefs  was  earned  without 
oppofnion. 

In  the  lower  houfe,  the  fame 
unanimity  did  not  prevail,  for  al¬ 
though  no  amendment  was  moved, 
feveral  members  expreffed  opinions 
not  altogether  conformable  to  the 
fentiments  of  minifters. 

The  honourable  Cropley  Afhley^ 
moved,  and  Mr.  Burland  feonded 
the  addrefs.  They  alio  felt  the 
fatisfaCtion  and  confidence  which 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  ihfpire.  They  invoked 
unanimity,  as  peculiarly  neceflory 
at  the  commencement  of  a  feftion, 
during  which  it  was  probable  the 
fate  of  this  country  would  be  deci¬ 
ded.  They  fpoke  with  exultation 
of  the  fufficiency  of  the  prepara¬ 
tions  to  repel  invafton,  and  the  pa¬ 
triotic  fpirit  of  the  volunteers,  and 
could  no'  agree  in  the  opinion  too 
much  expretTed  out  of  doors,  that 
alarms  were,  merely  imaginary, 
for  that  Bonaparte  was  well  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  impoffibility  of  inva¬ 
ding  this  country,  and  that  his 
preparations  were  "only  meant  to 
alarm,  and  involve  us  fn  a  ruinous 
expence.  If  thofe  who  hold,  this 
language  would  confider  the  cha- 
ratfter  of  the  enemy,  if  they  would 
recoiled!  that  he  invaded  Egypt, 
and  carried  his  arms  further  in  that 
country  than  European  troops  -had 
ever  penetrated  before,  at  a  time 
when  he  was  engaged  in  a  war 
with  all  Europe  ;  if  they  would, 
confider  the  armament  which  co¬ 
vered  the  coaft  of  France  from  the 
Texel  to  the  Bay  of  Bifcay  ;  if 
they  would  recoiled!  that  he  had 
hitherto  invariably  attempted  what¬ 
ever  he  had  threatened  ;  that  hu¬ 
manity,  which  formed  a  barrier  to 
the.  ambition  of  other  men,  was  no 

obftacle 
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obftacle  to  his  views  ;  that  of  fo 
fmall  eftimation  was  life  itfelf  in 
his  mind,  that  the  facrifice  of  thou- 
fands,  may  of  whole  armies,  was 
no  impediment  to  his  progrefs  ;  if 
they  would  reflect  on  thefe  circura- 
flances,  they  could  not  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  doubt,  that  he  would  attempt 
the  invafion  which  he  had  threa¬ 
tened,  The  wifdomand  vigilance 
of  adminiftration  which  planned 
the  expeditions  againft  the  foreign 
fettlements  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
zeal,  bravery,  and  fpirit  of  the 
forces,  by  which  fuch  valuable 
acquifitions  had  been  made,  were 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  the  country.  In 
the  fhort  fpace  of  four  months  fuch 
advantages  had  been  gained,  as, 
in  every  former  war,  would  have 
been  reckoned  glorious  achieve¬ 
ments  for  a  whole  campaign.  The 
convention  with  Sweden  was  hailed 
as  a  fubjeft  of  great  fatisfaftion, 
and  the  (late  of  Ireland  was  ad¬ 
verted  to  as  mod  confolatory  after 
the  afflicting  circumdance  of  the 
late  infurreCtion. 

Without  intending  to  didurb 
the  unanimity  which  there  feemed 
every  reafon  to  think  would  be 
maintained  in  the  vote  for  the 
addrefs.  Mr.  Fox  adverted  to 
two  points,  one  of  which  was, 
omitted  in  the  fpeech,  and  the 
other  particularly  alluded  to.  The 
flrd  was  the  mediation  of  Ruffia, 
which,  in  the  lad  feffion  Lord 
Hawkefbury  did,  as  (Irongly  as 
language  could  exprefs,  pledge 
minifters  as  not  only  ready  to  ac¬ 
cept,  if  offered,  but,  if  not  offered, 
diredly  to  folicit.  Believing  the 
noble  fecretary  to  have  been  fin- 
cere,  it  was  naturally  expected  that 
in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  at  the 
opening  of  a  new  fefflon,  and  after 
fuch  an  interval  had  taken  place, 


as  might  afford  fome  grounds  of  .if* 
certaining  how  far  the  application 
was  likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  his 
Majefly  would  have  referred  to  the 
fubjeCl,  and  put  the  houfe  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  means  of  determining 
how  far  any  negotiations  were 
likely  to  lead  to  the  refult  which 
was  in  view.  The  other  topic 
treated  on  by  Mr.  Fox  was  Ire¬ 
land.  Parliament,  he  faid,  is  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
late  rebellion  in  that  country,  and 
a  confident  hope  is  held  out  of  the 
permanent  continuance  of  tranquil¬ 
lity.  From  pad  experience,  I  can¬ 
not  eafily  flatter  myfeif  that  fuch  a 
hope  will  be  realized.  I  can  fee 
no  reafon  to  think  that  permanent 
tranquillity  will  be  edablifhed  in 
Ireland  while  the  prefent  fyflem  is 
purfued.  He  denied  on  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  their  own  declarations,  that 
the  leaders  of  the  late  rebellion  had 
any  idea  of  a  connexion  with  the 
French  government.  A  total  change 
of  fyflein  in  relation  to  that  country 
could  alone  afford  a  hope  of  perma¬ 
nent  tranquillity,  and  as  no  fuch 
change  was  propofed  no  fuch  hope 
could  rationally  be  entertained, 
<£  When  we  recoiled,”  he  added, 
((  the  defeription  given  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  when  we  recolleft  reprefen- 
tations  given  in  the  fpeeches  of 
gentlemen  in  this  houfe,  we  (hall 
be  careful  of  attaching  much 
weight  to  any  general  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  date  of  that  country .** 
He  advifed  members  to  bear  this 
fubjeft  in  mind,  as  it  would  form 
the  fubjeft  of  inquiry  on  a  future 
day. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
faid,  the  offices  of  mediation  had 
been  offered  by  the  Court  of  Ruffia, 
and  accepted  with  readinefs  and 

grati. 
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gratitude,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fervants  •  and  although  dif- 
cullions  of  the  greateft  moment 
were  confequently  commenced,  yet 
in  their  progrefs  they  did  not  af- 
fume  fuch  a  fhape  as  to  lead  to  any 
probability  of  an  amicable  arrange¬ 
ment  with  France.  Circumftances 
of  a  nature  which  it  was  hoped 
might  be  temporary,  prevented 
minifters  from  making  a  communi¬ 
cation  to  the  Houfe.  They  did 
not  defire  to  conceal  information 
which  could  throw  light  on  the  fub- 
iedt,  but  they  did  not  wifh  that  the 
communication  which  they  made 
fhould  be  imperfed,  as  it  necefia- 
rily  muft  have  been  if  made  under 
exifting  circumftances.  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington  denied  that  the  paffage  in 
his  Majefty’s  fpeech  which  was 
feleded  by  Mr.  Fox  attributed  to 
the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland,  any  defign  of  introducing 
French  dominion  into  that  Coun¬ 
try.  It  was  merely  intended  to 
convey  the  idea,  that  the  deluded 
part  of  the  population  of  Ireland, 
who  might  be  difpofed  to  employ 
French  aid  in  defiroying  their  con¬ 
nexion  with  England,  would  be 
diverted  from  their  views  by  con¬ 
templating  the  contrail  between 
the  condition  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try  and  thofe  now  groaning  under 
the  miferies  of  French  domination. 
(c  I  have  heard  it  faid,”  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  t(  and  -I  fee  no  reafon  to 
doubt  it,  that  the  leader  in  that  in¬ 
curred  ion*  previous  to  the  judgment 
of  the  court  being  pronounced  on 
him,  exprefsly  declared  his  abhor¬ 
rence  of  any  alliance  with  the 
French  government,  and  advifed 
his  deluded  countrymen  to  confume 
the  grafs  under  the  invader’s  feet, 
rather  than  fuffer  their  native  land 
to  be  polluted  by  the  footllep  of  a 
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French  foldier.  Thefe  declarations 
might  be  fincere  and  true,  fo  far  as 
related  to  the  party  making  them,, 
but  if  it  be  meant  to  affert  that 
none  of  the  leaders  of  the  late 
Irilh  rebellion  were  inclined  to 
court  an  alliance  with  France,  I 
mull  be  permitted  moll  perempto¬ 
rily  to  deny  fuch  a  pofition.  I 
have  the  beft  means  of  knowing 
that  fuch  alfertions  are  founded  in 
grofs  falfehood.  The  honourable 
gentleman  fays  that  in  the  fpeech, 
inftead  of  the  hope  exprefied  of  the 
re-eftablifhrhent  of  tranquillity, 
it  would  have  been  better  if  the 
word  wifh  had  been  introduced. 
I  will  tell  that  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  and  alfo  this  houfe,  that  the 
perfor.s  whom  his  majelty  has 
called  to  his  government,  have  not 
barely  the  wifh,  but  a  rational  and 
well  grounded  hope  of  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  general  and  permanent 
tranquillity  in  that  country  :  for 
I  ftate  with  theftrongeftfatisfadion, 
and  with  no  little  exultation,  that 
the  condud  of  his  Majefiy’s  go¬ 
vernment  has  operated  a  very  fa- 
lutary  and  material  alteration  in 
the  fentiments  of  the  majority  of 
the  people.’ ’ 

This  fpeeeh  was  fticceeded  by 
one  from  Sir  Francis  Burden  on 
the  nature  of  the  volunteer  fervicc, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  he  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  notice  of  the  Houfe  an 
advertifement  from  the  Committee 
of  one  of  thefe  afl'oeiations  belong-- 

O 

ing  to  two  parifhes  in  the  metro¬ 
polis  foliciting  a  fubfeription. 
This  paper,  he  find,  was  di reded 
to  be  carried  from  houfe  to  houfe  ; 
calling  upon  thofe  who  had  al¬ 
ready  contributed,  as  well  as  upon 
thofe  who  had  not ;  giving  an 
opinion  of  the  ability  and  wealth 
of  the  different  inhabitants  ;  and 
[E]  a  elver* 
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advertifing  them  of  an  intend¬ 
ed  domiciliary  vifit  by  two  of 
the  corps ;  threatening  to  pub- 
lifli  their  names  at  the  elofe  of  the 
year;  and  particularly  pointing 
out  the  aged,,  the  infirm,  and  the 
women,  whofe  fears  might  be  fup- 
pofed  moft  eafily  excited.  That 
an  armed  corps  fhould  be  a  de¬ 
liberative  affembly  was  never 
thought  advifable ;  but  that  vve 
fhould  have  parochial  parliaments 
through  the  land,  railing  money 
at  their  will  upon  the  inhabitants, 
could  not  be  borne  for  a  moment : 
efpecially  when  it  was  confidered, 
that  thefe  fame  perfons  undertook 
to  determine  the  grofs  amount  of 
the  fum  to  be  raifed,  and  the  .quota 
of  the  individuals,  and  that  thefe 
fame  perfons  are  to  receive  it,  to 
difpofe  of  it,  and  to  partake  of 
it.  To  thefe  obfervations  no 
anfwer  was  returned,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  was  carried  without  a  divi- 
fion. 

,  When  the  report  of  the 
3  ’  addrefs  was  brought  up, 

Mr.  Windham,  with  his  ac- 
cuftomed  force  and  eloquence, 
ftated  his  objections  not  to  the  ad¬ 
drefs  fo  unanimoufly  voted,  but  to 
fomc  pafiages  in  the  King’s  fpeech, 
and  to  fome  meafures  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  fandion.  “  There  may 
be  fome,”  he  faid,  “  who  think, 
as  there  are  many,  undoubtedly 
who  wifh  to  have  it  thought,  that 
the  greater  the  dangers  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  the  country  are,  by 
whatever  caufes  brought  on,  the 
greater  muft  our  apquiefcence  be 
in  the  miniftry  of  the  time  being, 
and  the  more  complete  our  for¬ 
bearance  of  all  that  is  ufually  called 
oppofition.  And  if  by  oppofition 
is  meant  a  captious  and  vexatious 
<#ppofiti@n,  an  oppofition  on  things 


of  doubtful  nature  or  inferior  con- 
fequence,  an  oppofition  for  the 
purpofe  of  impeding  minifters  and 
making  the  government  difficult 
to  them,  the  opinion  is  certainly 
well  founded.  What  it  would  be 
hard  to  juftify  at  any  time,  muft 
be  wholly  unjuftifiable  in  circum- 
ftances  fuch  as  thofe  fiippofed.  But 
if  there  are  perfons,  who  think 
that  of  the  danger  here  alleged  as 
a  reafon  for  fupporting  minifters, 
the  minifters  themselves  form  the 
principal  part ;  that  the  prepara¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy,  however  me¬ 
nacing,  would  have  little  terror, 
if  met  with  wifdom  and  ability  ; 
that  the  feat  of  the  evil  is  here 
rather  than  abroad;  that  it  is  the 
weaknefs  of  the  defence,  and  not 
the  vigour  of  the  attack  that  con. 
ftitutes  the  danger ;  that  Bona¬ 
parte  and  his  legions,  however 
terrific,  are  not  half  fo  terrific  as 
the  little  band  which  we  fee  be¬ 
fore  us  on  the  T reafury  Bench  ; 
if  there  are  perfons  who  hold  thefe 
opinions,  to  fuch  perfons  it  would 
be  idle  to  fay,  that,  for  fear  of 
expofing  the  weaknefs  or  leffening 
the  authority  of  the  minifters,  they 
were  to  ftand  quiet  fpedators  of 
what  was  palling,  and  were  neither 
to  attempt  to  prevent  the  mif- 
ehief,  nor  point  out  the  fource 
from  which  they  conceived  it  to 
proceed.  I  have  no  wifh,  and  in 
one  view  certainly  have  no  right, 
to  fpeak  with  flight  or  difparage- 
ment  of  the  abilities  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentlemen.  Individu¬ 
ally  confidered,  they  are  all  men 
of  cultivated  minds,  of  liberal 
education,  of  good  natural  endow¬ 
ments,  not  unread  in  the  hiftory 
of  their  country,  not  unpra&ifed 
in  its  bufinefs,  not  unprovided 
with  thofe  talents  and  acquirements 

which 
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which  are  neceffary  for  the  con¬ 
ducing  of  bufinefs  in  this  Houfe. 
But  if  I  am  to  fpeak  of  them  col¬ 
lectively,  as  men  forming  the 
council  which  is  to  guide  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  a  great  empire,  which  is 
to  rule  the  world  in  a  crifis  like 
the  prefent,  I  muft  fay,  from  what¬ 
ever  caufes  it  arifes,  that  they  are 
weaknefs  itfelf.  1  really  believe 
the  country  will  perilh  in  their 
hands.  With  refpect  to  the  addrefs 
itfelf,  notwithftanding  the  care 
which  has  been  taken,  and  properly 
taken,  to  avoid  any  occafion  of  dif¬ 
ference,  objections  to  it  would  not 
be  wanting,  were  this  the  moment 
for  infilling  upon  them.  In  point 
of  taftq  j; .could  have  wifhed,  that 
lefs  even  had  been  faid,  than  has 
been,  of  the  conquefts  in  the  Welt 
Indies,  and  the  impreiiion  thereby 
made  on  the  enemy.  Wretched, 
indeed,  mult  be  our  view  of  things, 
if,  at  a  moment  like  the  prefent, 
we  can  amufe  ourfelves  with  fuch 
objeCts,  and  not  fee,  that  to  the  con¬ 
tempt  in  which  the  enemy  holds 
them  compared  with  the  immenfe 
projects  which  he  is  meditating, 
we  owe,  in  great  meafure,  the 
facility  with  which  they  have 
fallen  into  our  hands.  Upon  the 
fubjeCt  of  Ireland,  I  agree  entire¬ 
ly  in  the  remarks  made  yelterday 
by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fox),  that  the  hope  expreffed  is 
too  fanguine,  either  for  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  thing,  or  for  any  con¬ 
fidence  to  be  repofed  in  the  tefti- 
mony,  on  which  we  receive  it. 
I  agree  with  him  alfo,  in  the  fears 
which  I  underftood  him  to  exprefs, 
fears  very  far  from  being  allayed  by 
what  we  have  heard  fubfequently  ; 
that  the  views  entertained  refpeCl- 
ing  Ireland,  and  feeming  in  fome 
degree  to  be  indicated  in  the 
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fpeeeh,  were  far  from  being  of  a 
fort  which  promifed  tranquillity  or 
fafety  to  that  kingdom.  But  the 
part  perhaps  of  the  addrefs  molt 
objectionable,  is  that  concluding 
paragraph,  which  fpeaks  of  the  ilfue 
of  the  prefent  contefl.  The  language 
there  held  has  too  much  tendency 
to  countenance  a  notion^  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  falfe 
and  foolilh,  that  by  the  illue  of 
the  prefent  contelt  is  to  be  under- 
flood  only  the  illue  of  the  invasion  ; 
which  once  paft  and  decided  in 
our  favour,  all  beyond  is  to  be 
fecurity  and  glory.  We  know 
how  readily  the  minds  of  men  out  of 
doors,  will  run  into  fuch  a  notion, 
and  we  may  fufpeCl  even  fome  of  a 
higher  defcription  within  thefe 
walls ;  but  nothing  could  be  more 
disgraceful  or  fatal  than  that  fuch 
a  notion  fhould  appear  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  to  be  recognized  by  the 
houfe  at  large.1 1  In  conclusion  the 
right  houourable  gentleman  no¬ 
ticed  the  defencelefs  Hate  of  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  of  his  own  county,  Nor¬ 
folk,  promifng  at  fome  future 
day  to  introduce  the  fubjeCt  more 
particularly  to  the  confideration  of 
the  Houfe  by  an  exprefs  motion. 

From  this  time  to  the  Chriltmas 
recefs,  the  debates  were  carried  on 
with  great  warmth,  and  were  of 
confiderable  interelt.  The  full 
approbation  of  Mr.  Fox’s  fenti- 
ments  expreffed  by  Mr.  Windham, 
left  no  doubt  that  a  plan  of  co¬ 
operation  between  the  parties  here¬ 
tofore  known  by  the  names  of  the 
t(  new”  and  the  “old”  oppofition 
was  in  a  great  degree  eftablifhedr 
and  as  the  hoftility  of  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  friends  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  was  fully  known,  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  expected  that  an  united 
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effort  would  foori  be  made  to  re¬ 
move  them  from  power.  The 
feveral  parties  therefore  aded  moft 
prudently  in  not  propofmg  an 
amendment  to  the  addrefs,  which 
would  with  difficulty  have  been  fo 
framed  as  to  combine  the  views  of 
all,  but  by  feverally  hating  their 
objections  to  the  conduct  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  minifters  they  referved 
to  themfelves  the  power  of  feveral¬ 
ly  bringing  forward  fuch  feparate 
motions  as  they  could  bed  hope  to 
reconcile  to  the  feelings  and  known 
opinions  of  each  other,  and  at  the 
fame  time  were  enabled  to  ©ppofe 
fucceffively  and  in  detail,  the 
meafures  of  government,  without 
any  exprefs  declaration  of  their 
general  intentions  or  views. 

^  The  fir  ft  debates  on  a 

queftion  of  high  importance 
which  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Parliament  arofe  out  of  a 
propolition  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke 
to  bring  in  Bills  to  continue  two 
ads ;  the  one  for  fufpending  the 
habeas  corpus,  and  the  other  for 
the  re-enadment  of  martial  law  in 
Ireland.  He  declared  his  reluc¬ 
tance  in  introducing  the  meafures 
he  had  propofed,  although  he  was 
of  opinion  that  no  man  could  en¬ 
tertain  a  doubt  of  their  being  ne- 
eeffary,  who  had  taken  any  trou¬ 
ble  to  make  himfelf  acquainted 
with  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  or  who 
was  at  all  aware  of  the  views  of 
the  French  government,  with  whom 
it  had  been  a  long  favoured  plan 
to  attack  the  empire  on  that  fide. 
He  was  forry  to  be  obliged  to  pro- 
pofe  any  meafnre  that  might  trench 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  fubjed, 
or  any  ©f  thofe  bleffings  which  this 
country  juftly  valued  at  fo  high  a 
rate.  But  it  was  the  misfortune 
©f  the  times  in  which  we  are  deffi 


tined  to  live,  that  we  are  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  enjoy  our  lives,  our  li¬ 
berties,  or  our  poffeffions,  with¬ 
out  being  daily  called  upon  to 
facrifice  fome  part  of  our  privileges 
in  order  to  preferve  the  remainder  5 
to  facrifice  the  beft  blood  of  the 
country  in  fupport  of  the  conteft 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  to 
abridge  ©ur  liberties  in  order  to- 
preferve  the  exiftence  of  liberty 
itfelf.  The  Bills  which  it  was 
now  propofed  to  continue,  it  would 
be  recollected,  had  paffed  toward 
the  conclufion  of  laft  feffion,  in 
confequence  of  a  meffage  from  his 
Majefty,  ftating  the  infurredion 
that  had  broke  out  in  The  city  of 
Dublin,  and  the  atrociduS  circu ra¬ 
ft  ances  with  which  it  was  attended. 
The  houfe  very  properly  paffed 
thofe  ads  without  any  hefttation  5 
when  paffed,  they  gave  confidence 
to  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  enabled  them  to  fupprefs 
the  Rebellion  with  celerity.  The 
particular  circumftances  which 
gave  rife  to  and  accompanied  that 
moft  unhappy  tranfadion,  had  now 
been  developed  by  the  trials  of 
feveral  of  the  leaders  and  their 
adherents,  before  the  ordinary- 
courts  of  Judicature,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law* 
The  proceedings  on  thefe  occafions 
had  been  publiftied,  and  exclufive 
of  the  information  contained  in  the 
trials,  government  were  in  poffef- 
fion  of  other  fads,  which  proved 
notwithstanding  the  declaration  of 
Emmett,  that  the  leaders  of  that 
infurredion  were  conneded  with 
perfons  refiding  in  France,  and 
thofe  perfons,  traitors  immediately 
conneded  with  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  if  the  confpirators  were 
not  immediately  conneded  with 
it  themfelves.  It  was  alfo  clear 
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that  fome  of  the  traitors  who  were 
in  France,  came  over  to  Ireland 
for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  that  they  calculated 
upon  the  renewal  of  hoililities  be¬ 
tween  this  country  and  France,  and 
chofe  that  moment  for  creating 
an  infur  region,  as  the  moll  favour¬ 
able  crifis  for  putting  in  execution 
their  nefarious  defigns.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  events  of  the  23d  of  July, 
the  details  were  before  the  public, 
and  it  was  not  necelfary  to  enlarge 
upon  them :  the  horrid  tale  was 
known !  and,  perhaps,  in  all  the 
hillory  of  violence,  madnefs,  and 
folly  which  the  world  ever  pre¬ 
fen  ted,  there  never  exilled  treafon 
more  foul,  and  infurreCtion  more 
unprovoked,  leaders  more  con¬ 
temptible,  affaffination  more  atro¬ 
cious,  or  crimes  more  horrible. 
Mod  of  the  leaders  had  been 
brought  to  juftice  before  the  ordi¬ 
nary  tribunals,  which  fhefe  mif- 
yreants  wilhed  to  put  an  end  to, 
and  exterminate;  as  evidently  ap¬ 
peared  by  their  horrible  a IfalTi na¬ 
tion  of  one  of  the  brightell  orna¬ 
ments  of  thofe  tribunals.  All 
the  criminals  had,  notwithftanding 
the  powers  veiled  in  the  Irifh  go¬ 
vernment,  been  tried  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  form,  except  in  one  folitary 
inllance,  where  a  perfon  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  feduce  a  foldier  from 
his  allegiance,  was  juftly  and  pro- 
properly  tried  by  martial  law. 

As  the  leave  to  bring  in  each 
bill  was  made  a  feparate  motion, 
eaph  occafioned  a  different  kind  of 
debate. 

On  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
no  direCt  oppofition  was  made,  al¬ 
though  feveral  members  exprelfed 


their  opinions  reflecting  the  date 
of  Ireland. 

The  honourable  Hcly  Hutchin- 
fon,  while  he  vindicated  the  opi¬ 
nions  he  had  delivered  in  the  lad 
felfion,  *  declared  his  perfeCt  con¬ 
currence  in  the  prelent  motion,  and 
was  moll  happy  to  feel  j unified  in 
alluring  the  Houfe,  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  government  of  Ireland 
fince  the  infurreClion,  met  with  his 
entire  approbation.  Their  firm- 
nefs  and  humanity  ;  their  aClivity 
and  attention,  entitled  them  to 
the  utmoll  praife.  They  had  in 
a  great  meafure  purfued  that  line 
of  policy,  which  the  wife  and  juft 
would  always  recommend  to  be 
obferved  toward  Ireland.  Their 
temper  and  lenity  had  tended  to 
cultivate  the  good  opinion  of  the 
people.  He  felt  the  iefs  relu&ance 
in  again  en trolling  the  Irilh  go¬ 
vernment  with  thefe  extraordinary 
powers,  when  he  reflected  upon 
the  moderation  and  lenity  with 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  ex¬ 
erted  :  and  on  the  conciliating- 

o 

conduCl  and  uniform  attentions  of 
Lord  Hardwicke  and  his  family  to 
the  people  of  Ireland.  He  ani¬ 
madverted  on  the  palfage  in  his 
Majefty’s  fpeech  relating  to  Ire¬ 
land,  and  deprecated  the  conllruc- 
tion  faid  to  be  put  on  it  by  mi- 
nillers  that  becaufe  the  lituation 
of  Ireland  might  be  preferable 
to  that  qf  thofe  countries,  pil¬ 
laged  and  enilaved  by  France, 
it  did  not  require  any  improve¬ 
ment.  He  alfo  difapproved  of  the 
poflponement  of  the  confideration 
of  irifh  claims  on  the  pretext 
that  the  time  was  unfit.  <£  But, 
with  refpeCt  to  this  cant  about  the 
the  time  and  circumllances  proper 


fox 
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for  fully  Inquiring  into  the  ftate  of 
Ireland,”  he  exclaimed,  ff  I  fhould 
be  g]ad  to  know  when  fuch  circum- 
ftances  are  likely  to  arife  in  the 
eftimation  ©f  minifters,  for  from 
their  conduct  heretofore,  it  feems 
impoiTible  to  calculate;  they  have 
been  minifters  during  peace,  and 
during  war,  during  rebellion,  and 
after  rebellion  has  been  put  down. 
They  have  in  fa<ft,  been  nearly 
three  years  in  power,  and  have 
gone  through  every  variety  of 
change  and  circumftance,  and  yet, 
to  them,  the  time  for  confidering 
the  means  of  improving  the  con¬ 
dition  of  Ireland,  has  never  yet 
arrived,'’  for  by  them,  every  feafon 
has  been  .deemed  improper  for  the 
redrefs  of  its  grievances,  and  of 
courfe  under  their  aufpices,  the 
benehcial  confequences  promifed 
by  the  advocates  of  the  Union, 
cannot  be  looked  for.” 

General  Loftus  and  Mr.  Haw¬ 
thorn  gave  unqualified  a  {Tent  to 
the  motion,  and  refilled  the  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  prefent  troubled  times 
were  fit  for  the  difcuffion  of  ques¬ 
tions  of  great  internal  importance. 
Lord  Temple  and  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton,  without  oppofing  the 
motion,  infifted  on  the  fitnefs  of  the 
prefent  time,  and  the  former  in  par¬ 
ticular,  begged  leave  to  recall  to  the 
memory  of  his  honourable  friend, 
and  of  his  Majefty’s  minifters,  (he 
was  fure  it  was  unneceffary  to  re¬ 
call  it  to  the  memory  of  his  noble 
friend,  Lord  Caftlereagh,  oppofite 
to  him)  that  during  a  period  of 
war  and  a  moment  of  danger  very 
nearly  equal.,  to  that  which  now 
threatened  the  country,  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  paffed  a  meafure 
of  no  lefs  importance  than  the  Ad 
of  Union. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  afferted,  and 


defied  any  gentleman  to  difprove 
his  obfervation,  that  no  meafure 
had  fo  materially  contributed  t© 
prevent  the  mifchief  originating 
in  the  rebellion  from  extending  it- 
fell,  as  the  very  meafure  which 
was  now  made  the  ground  of  ob¬ 
jection.  A  great  body  of  loyalty 
had  exifted  in  Ireland,  during  the 
period  that  one  of  the  molt  ex- 
tenfive  and  moft  malignant  rebel¬ 
lions  raged  in  that  country  which 
it  was  ever  the  fate  of  a  govern¬ 
ment  to  encounter.  By  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  this  affemblage  of  loyal 
fubjeds,  that  rebellion  had  been 
fuppreffed,  and  the  conftitution  had 
been  faved  from  deftruCtion.  He 
rauft,  however,  be  permitted  '  to 
fay,  that  it  w;as  not  till  the  mea¬ 
fure  in  queftion  had  been  adopted, 
that  the  loyal  part  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  were  able  to  feel  and  employ 
their  ftrength.  It  was  not  till 
government  was  armed  with  the 
extraordinary  powers  with  which 
the  meafure  veiled  them,  that  re¬ 
bellion  was  attacked  in  its  ftrong 
holds  and  effiefilually  fubdued. 
Thefe  were  the  effects  of  the  mea¬ 
fure  in  putting  an  end  to  the  re¬ 
bellion  in  1798,  and  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  meafure  at  different 
periods  fince  that  rebellion,  had 
operated  confequences  no  lefs  bene¬ 
ficial.  The  late  mad  attempt  at 
rebellion,  fhewed  how  much  im¬ 
proved  the  ftate  of  the  country 
was,  and  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
afcribing  to  the  operation  of  the 
meafure  which  the  honourable 
member  had  objected  to,  that  vaft 
augmentation  of  loyalty  which  had 
been  obtained  during  the  interval 
which  had  taken  place  betwixt 
the  rebellion  of  1798,  and  the  late 
attempt  of  a  handful  of  deluded 
and  defperate  individuals.  Though 
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the  government  was  veiled  with 
extraordinary  powers,  there  was 
no  reafon  to  be  apprehend ve  that 
they  would  be  wantonly  employed. 
The  civil  tribunals,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  exiftence  of  thefe  powers, 
had  been  appealed  to,  and  the  refult 
had  been  equally  honourable  to  the 
laws  and  to  the  individuals  to 
whom  the  extraordinary  powers 
were  delegated.  This  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  operate  as  an  ad¬ 
ditional  inducement  to  grant  ex- 
traordinay  powers,  when  it  was 
afcertained  that  they  were  not  in 
any  inftance  abufed,  when  difcre- 
tion  was  employed,  not  in  fuf- 
pending,  but  in  encouraging  the 
operation  of  ordinary  tribunals  of 
juftice.  The  great  principle  which 
a  wife  legiflature  wifhed  to  aft 
upon,  was  a  principle  of  precaution. 
Its  objeft  was  to  prevent,  and  not 
to  punifh  crimes  after  they  were 
perpetrated.  On  every  confkTra- 
tion  of  experience,  of  policy,  of 
juftice,  and  of  mercy,  he  was  de¬ 
cidedly  for  re-enafting  the  Bill. 
He  trufted  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  be  inclined 
to  perfift  in  his  oppofition,  or  con¬ 
tend  that  at  leaft  the  re-enaftment 
of  the  Bill  ought  to  be  deferred. 
Nothing  could  fo  effectually  dif- 
courage  the  defigns  or  extinguifn 
the  hopes  of  the  difaffefted.  It 
was  neceffary  to  let  the  difaffefted 
fee  that  the  government  poffeffed 
the  confidence  of  the  legiflature,  and 
that  they  would  receive  whatever 
fupport  the  exigencies  of  affairs  re« 
quired.  To  refufe  to  inveft  go¬ 
vernment  with  powers  which  there 
was  no  danger  of  feeing  in  any  in- 
ftance  employed  with  harfhnefs, 
would  elate  the  fpirits  of  the  de¬ 
luded  viftims  of  rebellion,  while 
it  would  paralyze  the  exertions 


and  augment  the  fears  of  thole  firm 
and  patriotic  friends  of  the  con- 
ftitution  whom  it  was  the  duty  of 
parliament  to  fupport  by  every 
poflible  extenfion  of  liberal  pro- 
vifion. 

This  Bill  paffed  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  without  much  further 
obfervation,  but  that  for  fiippref. 
fing  rebellion  by  having  recourfe 
to  martial  law,  encountered  coni, 
fiderable  oppofition. 

On  the  motion  for  leave  , 
to  introduce  this  Bill,  Mr. 

Burrows  ftated  that  his  ob¬ 
jections  were  not  founded  on  any 
want  of  confidence  in  thofe  who 
were  to  exercife  the  powers  to  be 
granted;  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
themoft  entire  confidence  that  thefe 
powers  would  in  no  inftance  be 
abufed,  either  by  the  government 
of  Ireland  or  the  government  of 
this  country.  His  objection  was 
founded  on  conflitutional  grounds. 
When  this  Bill  was  formerly 
paffed,  a  rebellion  aftually  raged 
in  Ireland,  and  ample  documents 
to  prove  its  neceffity  were  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  houfe.  At  pre¬ 
fect  no  fort  of  evidence  to  prove 
its  neceflity  was  brought  forward. 
Unfurnifihed  with  any  information, 
members  were  called  on  to  give 

O  a 

their  affent  to  a  meafure  which 
confeffedly  violated  the  free  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Britifh  cnnftitution. 
When  fuch  a  Bill  was  formerly  in¬ 
troduced,  it  was  on  the  principle 
that  jurors  were  over  awed  in  the 
difeharge  of  their  duty,  and  that 
witneffes  could  not  come  forward  to 
give  teftimony  without  great  per- 
fonal  danger;  but  now  jurors  and 
witneffes  could  difeharge  their 
duty  with  the  utmoft  fafety.  Per- 
fons  guilty  of  rebellion  had  been  ar¬ 
raigned  before  ordinary  tribunals, 
[E  4]  '  had 
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had  been  conv idled  on  the  cleared 
evidence,  and  had  differed  the  fen. 
tence  of  rhe  law.  If  the  grounds 
on  which  martial  law  was  for¬ 
merly  reforted  to  did  not  exifl, 
it  was  not  furely  afking  too  much 
to  require  fome  new  grounds  for 
re-enaCling  a  bill  invefting  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  unufual  powers.  He  alfo 
objected  to  the  propbfition  being 
made  when  fo  few  Irifh  members 
were  prefen  t. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  remarks 
Mr.  Corry  and  Mr.  John  Claudius 
Eeresford  obfervcd,  that  in  1801 
this  very  bill  had  been,  not  only 
once,  but  twice  renewed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  feffion,  though 
at  that  time  no  rebellion  or  ap¬ 
pearance  of  rebellion  exited  in 
any  part  of  Ireland.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  feemed  to  be 
unacquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  the  rebellion.  He  did  not 
appear  to  be  aware  that  the 
machinations  of  the  difaffeCted 
were  at  their  origin  carefully 
veiled  in  darknefs;  that  their 
views  were  gradually  diffeminated 
over  the  country;  that  it  was  not 
till  their  party  was  fully  organized 
that  they  broke  out  into  aCls  of 
open  rebellion.  Never,  till  the 
aft  in  queftion  was  paffed,  were  the 
deflgns  of  rebellion  fully  afcer- 
tained.  Never,  till  government 
was  armed  with  thefe  extraordi¬ 
nary  powers,  was  any  thing  like 
tranquillity  or  confidence  reftored. 
IT  was  not  unknown  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  member  and  the  houfe, 
that  till  the  Bill  was  paffed  the 
fyftern  of  intimidation  was  uni- 
verfally  prevalent,  and  the  courts 
©f  common  law  were  as  a  matter  of 
Heceffiiy  Ihut,  not  again!!  rebels 


alone,  but  again!!  the  loyal  part  of 
the  community,  who  were  making 
every  facrifice  in  fupport  of  the  con- 
ftitution  and  the  exifting  govern¬ 
ment.  It  was  not  till  the  rebels 
foundihat  they  could  not  profecute 
their  fchemes  withanyhopes  of  fuc- 
cefs,  that  the  firong  powers  veiled  in 
the  government  rendered  their  de¬ 
tection  and  punifhment  a  matter  of 
almoft  abfolute  certainty,  and  that 
continuance  in  rebellion  was  only 
another  term  for  deftmCtion,  that 
they  thought  of  abandoning  their 
traiterous  projects,  that  they  fat 
down  in  laborious  tranquillity,  and 
began  to  return  to  the  habits  of 
dutiful  allegiance.  Without  that 
meafure,  the  honourable  gentlemaq 
would  not  this  day  have  had  it  in 
his  power  to  notice  the  prefent  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Ireland  as  an  argument 
again!!  the  re-enaCtment  of  the 
Bill.  By  all  loyal  and  well  dif- 
pofed  individuals,  this  event 
would  be  confidered  as  a  meafure 
not  of  oppreflion,  but  of  protection  ; 
not  of  rigour,  but  of  wife  pre¬ 
caution,  on  the  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  It  would  difpel  their  ap. 
prehenfions,  and  give  them  new 
energy  in  their  oppofition  to  the 
defigas  of  the  difaffeCled.  It 
would  enable  them  to  check  re¬ 
bellion  at  its  firfl  opening,  and 
leave  to  them  the  privilege  of 
appealing  for  the  redrefs  of  in¬ 
juries  to  the  ordinary  tribunals 
of  their  country.  The  majority 
of  the  people  in  Ireland  were  fo 
thorougly  convinced  of  its  necef- 
fity,  that  they  expeCted  the  re- 
enaCtmcnt  of  the  bill  would  be 
One  of  the  earlieft  aCts  of  the  fef¬ 
fion.  If  they  had  not  indulged 
fuch  an  expectation,  the  members 
would,  at  that  moment,  have 

been 
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been  in  their  place  to  folicit  its 
re-enadment. 

,  On  the  motion  for  a  fe- 

5  *  cond  reading  a  more  detail¬ 

ed  oppofition  was  commenced  by 
Mr.  W.  Elliott,  in  which  he  was 
foppported  by  Colonel  Craufurd, 
Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Windham,  and 
podor  Laurence.  They  objeded, 
jn  the  firft  place,  that  no  fufficient 
information  had  been  laid  before 
Parliament  to  juftify  the  proceed¬ 
ing.  The  preparatory  meafures 
reforted  to  on  the  palling  of  former 
ads  were  recapitulated,  and  it  was 
pbferved  that  from  the  introduction 
of  the  law,  which  this  Bill  was  in¬ 
tended  to  continue,  to  this  mo¬ 
ment,  Parliament  only  knew  that 
there  was  a  rebellious  infurrec- 
tion  in  Dublin,  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  July  laft,  in  which  Lord 
|Cil warden  and  his  nephew  were 
murdered.  The  extent  of  the  con¬ 
spiracy,  whether  there  were  any 
correfpondent  movements  in  the 
north  or  fouth  of  Ireland,  whether 
any  papers  were  found  developing 
the  objed  of  the  treafon,  were  points 
of  which  parliament  had  been  kept 
in  a  ftate  of  the  moll:  profound  and 
humiliating  ignorance.  The  fum 
of  the  information  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  if  information  it  could  be 
called,  was,  that  the  Rebellion 
was  fupprelfed,  and  that  expeda- 
tions  of  the  continuance  of  tran¬ 
quillity  were  entertained.  This, 
furely,  was  a  very  11  range  kind  of 
information  to  offer  to  the  Houfe, 
as  an  inducement  to  pafs  a  bill, 
which  could  not  be  charaderized  as 
any  other  than  a  meafure  of  feverity . 
If  minillers  had  grounds  fufficient 
to  fupport  fo  ftrong  an  ad  again!! 
a  great  portion  of  our  fellow  fub- 
jeds  in  Ireland,  and  fo  alarming  to 
^very  other  part  of  the  empire,  they 
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ought  to  Hate  thofe  grounds  to  par¬ 
liament.  The  houfe,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  faid,  was  now  about  to  renew 
martial  law  in  Ireland,  without 
having  heard  one  fingle  word  to 
juftify  the  meafure.  To  vote  the 
re-eftablilhment  of  martial  law 
feemed  to  be  fo  much  a  matter  of 
courfe,  that  it  required  no  argu¬ 
ment  to  fupport  it.  They  Hopped 
the  conftitution  as  a  miller  would 
Hop  a  vffind  or  a  water-mill,  and 
with  as  little  conlideration.  The 
conftitution  was  ftopt  and  fet  a-go¬ 
ing,  was  commanded  to  march  or 
to  halt,  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
a  colonel  would  ufe  toward  his 
battalion.  He  would  not  fay  this 
was  wrong,  but  he  wanted  to 
know  why  it  was  right.  The 
members,  it  was  faid,  who  voted 
for  the  meafure  during  the  late  fef- 
lion  muft  have  done  fo  under  a  clear 
convidion  that  minifters  would, 
fo  foon  as  they  could  have  ar¬ 
ranged  and  digefted  it,  laid  be¬ 
fore  parliament  a  farther  detailed 
communication,  not  only  in  re- 
fped  to  the  confpiracy  but  to  the 
general  ftate  of  the  country.  The 
parliament  was  however  prorogued 
without  one  ray  of  light  on  the 
fituation  of  Ireland,  and  in  this 
ftate  of  darknefs  was  now  called 
upon  to  continue  thefe  extraordi¬ 
nary  powers  to  the  Irilh  govern¬ 
ment.  On  a  fubjed  of  fuch  mag¬ 
nitude  and  importance,  members 
could  not  confent  to  ad  upon  the 
principle  of  implicit  faith  in  any 
government.  Much  information 
might  clearly  be  given,  which 
could  be  divulged  without  a  poffu 
bility  of  detriment  to  the  ftate,  and 
that  clafs  of  intelligence,  which 
might  require  more  caution  and  re¬ 
fer  ve  in  the  communication  of  it, 
might  be  afforded  through  the  me¬ 
dium 
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dium  of  a  fecret  committee.  No 
injury  could  refult  from  the  delay, 
as  the  exifting  law  would  not  ex¬ 
pire  for  fome  weeks. 

If  the  little  intelligence  afforded 
by  minifters  could  be  relied  on,  the 
Bill  ought  to  meet  an  unqualified 
negative.  In  the  King's  fpeech,  the 
confpiracy  was  alluded  to  as  a  pall 
event.  Parliament  was  told  the 
public  tranquillity  had  experienced 
no  further  interruption,  and  a  hope 
was  indulged,  that  fuch  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  deluded  fubjedfs  as  had 
fwerved  from  their  allegiance  were 
now  convinced  of  their  error.  The 
attorney-general  of  Ireland  in  his 
addrefs  to  the  Jury,  on  the  fir  ft 
trial  that  took  place  under  the  fpe- 
cial  commiffion,  faid,  “  Certainly 
it  is  matter  of  fome  confolation  to 
know  that  the  confpirarcy  which 
broke  out  into  open  infurreftion  on 
the  twenty- third  of  July,  was  con¬ 
fined  within  much  narrower  limits 
than  the  promoters  of  it  are  willing 
to  inculcate,  whether  we  confider 
the  numbers  who  have  embarked  in 
the  enterprize,  their  wealth  or 
their  character,  it  will  appear  con¬ 
temptible  in  the  extreme.  So  far 
as  it  had  for  its  odious  object  the 
fubverfion  of  the  government  and 
conflitution  of  the  country,  it 
was  abfurd  and  romantie,  it  was 
idle  and  vifionary  even  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  many  of  thofe  who  embraced 
it.5'  Again,  iS  Notwithftanding 
the  horrors  of  that  night,  which  no 
man  can  regret  more  than  I  do,  yet 
I  think  they  furnifh  fome  ground 
for  reflection,  that  the  people,  who 
had  been  worked  into  arms  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other 

j 

in  1798,  could  not  be  roufed  be¬ 
yond  the  afiemblage  of  a  defperate 
mob,  as  contemptible  in  number  as 
it  was  atrocious  in  difpofition. 


After  avowing  their  objeCi  to  be 
to  over fet  the  government  of  the 
country,  and  to  break  the  con¬ 
nexion  with  England,  they  flats 
that  nineteen  counties  will  come 
forward  with  promptitude  to  efteCf 
it.  But  five  weeks  have  fince 
elapfed  and  not  one  Angle  county 
has  come  forward  at  their  call.  The 
confpiracy  feems  almoft  ended  where 
it  began.55  Such  being  the  ftate- 
ments  «f  a  great  law-officer,  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill  now  propofed 
ought  in  conformity  to  them,  to 
run  in  thefe  terms.  (S  Whereas  the 
late  contemptible  and  infignificant 
confpiracy  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
was  fo  fpeedily  and  effectually  fup- 
preffed,  that  it  feems  almoft  to  have 
ended  where  it  began,  and  whereas 
the  public  tranquillity  has  expe¬ 
rienced  no  further  interruption,  and 
there  is  reafon  to  indulge  the  hope, 
that  the  deluded  are  convinced  of 
their  error,  and  that  they  will  cor¬ 
dially  and  zealoufly  concur  in  re- 
fifting  any  attempt  that  may  be 
made  againft  the  fecurity  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  United  Kingdom; 
be  it  enadled,  that  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland  be  invefted  with 
the  power  of  declaring  martial  law, 
&c.  &c.55 

Whatever  might  be  faid  of  the 
vigour  of  this  proceeding,  which, 
without  a  moment’s  conftderation 
or  a  particle  of  evidence,  put  a 
great  portion  of  the  empire  out  of 
the  protection  of  the  conflitution, 
it  was  to  be  feared  that  much  would 
not  be  faid,  or  felt,  of  its  kindnefs. 
It  would  be  no  great  proof,  either 
of  refpedt  or  fympathy  for  the 
people  of  Ireland,  no  good  iiluftra- 
tion  of  the  advantages  of  the  Union, 
that  we  ftiould  be  willing  to  ex¬ 
clude  them  for  the  time  from  the 
conflitution,  and  put  them  under 

martial 
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martial  law,  in  circumftances  of 
jroof,  in  which  no  man  would  have 
/entured  to  hint  at  fuch  a  thing  in 
refpedl  to  this  country. 

Minifters,  it  was  faid,  had  taken 
2;reat  praife  to  themfelves  for  fram¬ 
ing  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  but  while 
they  were  accumulating  thefe  eulo¬ 
gies,  the  rebels  in  Dublin  were 
colledling  military  ftores;  and  a 
large  magazine  was  actually  form¬ 
ed  without,  even  a  fufpicion  of  it 
on  the  part  of  the  Irifti  govern¬ 
ment.  That  government  however 
was  not  without  pretty  urgent  in¬ 
timations  of  fome  treasonable  con¬ 
federacy.  The  explolion  of  a  Secret 
gunpowder  mill,  the  detedlion  of  the 
conveyance  of  prepared  ammunition 
in  the  ftreets  of  Dublin,  and  the  in¬ 
telligence,  given  by  Several  moil 
refpedlable  individuals,  of  Sure  in¬ 
dications  of  approaching  commo¬ 
tion,  were  formidable  warnings ; 
nevertheless  the  government  Seemed 
to  have  been  SurpriSed.  But  when 
this  fuggellion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Windham,  minifters,  had  denied 
the  imputation  with  indignation. 

Why,”  Said  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  “it  was  not  unnatural  for 
me  to  SuppoSe  it  a  furprife  ;  becauSe, 
a  few  days  only  have  intervened, 
Since  you  gave  this  houfe  the  moll 
captivating  defcription  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  tranquillity  and  loyalty  of 
Ireland.’"  Still  the  anfwer  from 
minifters  was,  “  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  Ireland  had  been  prepared.” 
“  What  precautions  did  you  take, 
except  ftrengthening  two  or  three 
guards  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin,” 
aiked  the  honourable  Gentleman  ? 
“  Did  you  make  any  previous  com¬ 
munication  to  the  privy  council  ?” 
No.  “  To  the  Lord  Mayor  ?”  No : 
the  Manfion- Houfe  was  robbed  of 
a  conftderable  quantity  of  arms. 


“  To  the  Chief  Juftice  No:  he 
fell  a  vidtim  to  his  ignorance  of  the 
information  government  poU'eHed.” 
Neverthelefs  minifters  perfevered  in 
aiTerting,  that  proper  provifion  was 
made  againft  tke  impending  danger, 
and  that  the  condudl  of  the  lrifh 
government  was  full  of  energy  and 
alertnefs. 

The  fupporters  of  Government 
conftdered  many  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions  to  be  direided  more  againft 
the  general  conduct  of  the  lrifh 
Government,  than  the  Bill  now 
before  the  Houfe. 

The  delay  of  the  Bill  until  a 
cemmittee  Ihould  have  made  in¬ 
quiries,  was  llrongly  refilled,  be- 
caufe  the  neceftity  was  obvious, 
and  becaufe  the  fame  meafure  of 
precaution,  which  this  Bill  pro- 
pofed,  had,  in  many  inftances,  been 
adopted  without  any  previoas  in¬ 
quiry.  It  was  fo  on  the  fir  11  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  habeas  corpus  aft,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  lafl  war, 
and  on  feveral  other  occaftons, 
which  mull  be  within  the  recollec¬ 
tion  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide, 
and  in  moll  of  which  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  toak  a  very  adlive  part ;  and 
Mr.  Elliot  was  not  lefs  adtive,  in 
fimilar  cafes,  as  a  member  of  the 
lrifh  parliament.  From  fuch  gen¬ 
tlemen,  therefore,  the  loud  call  for 
inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  necef- 
fity  which  prelied  for  this  meafure, 
which  were  notorious,  and  certainly 
much  ftronger  than  at  any  of  the 
various  periods  when  a  like  pro¬ 
ceeding  was  reforted  to,  came  with 
a  very  ill  grace,  and  mull  excite 
fome  aftonilhmcnt  on  the  fcore  of 
confiftency.  When  the  martial 
law-bill  was  continued  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  Union,  no  inquiry 
fuch  as  that  now  demanded  took 
place,  Parliament  acceded  to  the 
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bill  then,  on  the  affurance  of  the 
reprefen  t  a  fives  of  Ireland,  that  it 
was  proper  and  neceffary*  Mr. 
Windham  was  then  in  office,  and 
joined  in  refilling  the  proposition 
of  inquiry,  and  indeed  the  furprife 
at  his  prefen t  recommendations  was 
aggravated  by  the  recollection  of 
arguments  he  then  employed  to 
juftify  h  is  oppofition  to  inquiry ; 
arguments  founded  entirely  on  the 
known  cireumftances  of  the  times 
and  of  the  Infh  nation  ;  and  would 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
pretend  to  maintain,  that  thofe  cir- 
cumflances  were  by  any  means  fo 
ftrong  as  the  prefent  time  offered, 
a  time  when  invafion  was  impend¬ 
ing  and  difaffedtion  actually  exift- 
ing  in  Ireland  ?  In  July,  the  houfe 
affented  to  the  enactment  of  this 
law,  upon  the  authority  of  a  mef 
fage  from  the  throne,  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  proclamation  refpe<ff- 
ing  the  rebellion,  which  referred 
to  the  maffacre  of  Lord  Kilwarden. 

Since  then  the  details  of  the  feverai 

/ 

trials  had  furniftied  the  houfe  and 
the  country  with  the  moil  fatifac- 
tory  evidence  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
proeeedings.  But  gentlemen  had 
argued  as  if  no  rebellion  ordifaffec- 
tion  of  any  magnitude,  fufficient  to 
juftify  the  grant  of  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  powers  to  the  Irifh  govern¬ 
ment,  did  really  exift,  becaufe  the 
Irifh  Attorney- General  thought 
proper,  in  the  courfe  of  his  addrefs 
to  the  jury  on  a  particular  trial,  to 
defcribe  the  infurreftionofthe  23rd. 
of  July  as  the  defperate  effort  of  a 
few  turbulent  men  :  but  it  could  not 
be  admitted  that  fuch  a  defcription 
from  an>  man,  however  refpetdable, 
fhould  exclude  all  reference  to  the 
nature  of  the  evidence.  If  fuch 
a  doflrine  were  to  obtain  credit, 
it  would  lead  to  eonclufions  at 


once  abfurd  and  mifchievous.—* 
With  refpecl  to  the  expreffion  in 
his  Majefty’s  fpeech  that  tranquil¬ 
lity  was  happily  reftoredin  Ireland ; 
the  juflice  of  that  flatement  was  per¬ 
fectly  maintainable,  without  im¬ 
pairing  in  any  degree,  the  force 
of  the  arguments  now  relied 
on  for  the  re-ena<5tment  of  the 
meafure  under  difcuffion.  It  was 
known  that  the  rebellion  was  put 
down,  that  its  leaders  and  the 
greater  part  of  its  principal  agents 
had  been  brought  to  juftice,  and. 
that  although  much  of  difaffeCtion 
was  underftood  to  pervade  the  Irifli 
nation,  yet  tranquillity  neverthe- 
lefs  exifted;  but  was  not  the  exif- 
tence  of  that  tranquillity  to  be  fe- 
cured  by  precifely  the  fame  means  to 
which  the  country  was  indebted  for 
its  attainment,  by  the  precautionary 
meafures  which  formed  the  fubject 
of  the  prefent  debate  ?  And  furely 
it  was  not  unfair  or  irrational  to 
fay,  that  thefe  meafures  had  con¬ 
tributed  a  large  fhare  in  refloring 
peace  to  Ireland,  and  that  they 
will  materially  tend  to  preferve 
that  peace  there  was  the  flrongeft 
reafons  to  believe.  A  great  deal 
had  been  faid  about  additional  in¬ 
formation.  What  defcription  of 
informtaion  was  required  ?  The 
information  before  the  houfe  was, 
that  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland  had 
been  fuppreffed,  that  meafures  of 
precaution  were  however  indif- 
penfably  neceffary,  more  efpeci- 
ally  when  it  was  confidered  that 
the  enemy  had  avowed  his  de¬ 
termination  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
infurreTion  of  the  difaffe&ed  to 
aid  his  defigns  of  invafion  both 
again  ft  this  country  and  Ireland. 
Thefe  appeared  to  be  fi  tuple,  clear, 
and  fatisfaflory  grounds  for  the  re¬ 
newal  of  the  Bill,  as  the  belt  mea¬ 
fure- 
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Hire  of  precaution  which  could  be 
adopted. 

Members  in  oppofition  liad 
thought  proper  to  afiert  that  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  did  not  occupy 
fo  great  a  fhare  of  ihe  attention  of 
government,  or  of  the  Houfe,  as 
their  vaft  importance  required, 
this  was  a  very  ftrong  charge,  and 
what  were  the  fads  on  which  it 
was  to  be  fupported  ?  A  charge 
of  fo  important  a  kind  would  re¬ 
quire  ftrong  evidence,  and  there 
was  no  propriety  in  bringing  it 
forward  in  a  loofe,  unfupported 
manner.  A  difcuffion  on  a  point 
fo  important  ought  not,  however, 
to  be  brought  on  by  a  fide  wind. 
Let  fads  be  fully  and  honour¬ 
ably  brought  forward  and  not 
frittered  away  and  diftorted.  Let 
the  whole  condud  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  be  confidered, 
combined  and  arranged  in  all  its 
bearings  and  relations,  and  then 
he  fhould  be  ready  t@  prove,  that 
inftead  of  cenfure,  it  was  deferv- 
ing  of  approbation ;  inftead  of  a 
charge  of  weaknefs,  a  confidence 
pf  forefight  and  energy.- 

Much  ft  refs  was  laid  by  thofe 
who  blamed  the  condud  of  mi- 
nifters,  on  the  circumftance  that 
they  were  not  aware  of  the 
exiftence  of  the  rebel  magazine  in 
the  heart  of  Dublin.  True  it 
was,  that  this  circumftance  had 
not  been  difeovered  previous  to  the 
iofurredion  of  the  23rd.  of  July. 
Minifters,  however,  were  apprifed, 
that  a  rifing  was  intended  on  that 
day,  and  fuch  precautions  were 
adopted,  as  left  Dublin  fully  pro- 
teded  from  all  danger.  True  it 
was,  that  a  refpeded  magiftrate 
had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fury  of 
the  rebels;  but  this  atrocity  was, 
in  no  degree  whatever,  imputable 


to  the  negligence  of  minifters. 
From  certain  circuinftances,  that 
nobleman  had  heard  of  an  intended 
infurredion  in  Dublin,  and  he  was 
in  confequence  induced  to  proceed  to 
town  at  a  late  hour.  Perhaps  it 
would  have  been  more  prudent  if  he 
had  not  thought  of  entering  Dublin 
that  night,  or  at  lead:  that  he  had 
not  entered  it  at  that  particular 
part  of  the  town,  where  indivi¬ 
duals  ready  for  ads  of  violence 
could  always  be  without  difficulty 
colleded.  Much  as  the  atrocity 
was  to  be  lamented,  it  was  in  no 
degree  brought  on  by  the  mifeon- 
dud  of  the  Irifti  government. 
Previous  to  the  23rd.  of  July,  all 
the  troops  in  Ireland  had  been  pro¬ 


vided  with  60  rounds  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  each.  The  caftle  of  Dublin 
was  no  depot  for  military  ftores, 
but  8000  rounds  had  been  lodged 
there  for  ferving  fuch  regiments 
as  might  have  occafton  to  apply, 
and,  on  the  firft  application,  ample 
provifion  was  made;  and  within 
lefs  than  two  hours,  more  ammuni¬ 
tion  was  fupplied  than  was  re¬ 
quired  to  be  ufed  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  rebellion. 

The  principal  fpeakers  on  this 
fide  of  the  queftion  were  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Yorke,  Lord  Caftlereagh, 
Mr.  Pole,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  Attorney-General, 
and  the  Honourable  C.  Hely 
Hutehinfon. 

The  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed.  On  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  report,  the  de¬ 
bate  was  renewed, but  without  any 
additional  vigour  of  argument  or 
any  novelty  of  ftatement. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
only  one  difcuffion  arofe 
on  thefe  meafures,  which 
was-  when  Lord  Hawkefbury  moved 
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the  fecond  reading  of  both 
Bills. 

His  Lordfhip,  in  a  fpeech  of 
confiderable  length,  and  great 
ability,  recommended  the  propofed 
laws  to  the  Houfe,  but  the  general 
tenor  of  his  arguments  had  been 
anticipated  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  In  claiming  confidence  for 
miniders,  LordHawkefbury  forci¬ 
bly  adverted  to  the  conduct  they 
had  purfuedon  the  appearance  of  a 
mofl  diabolical  confpiracy  in  this 
country.  On  that  occafion,  feveral 
individuals  had  been  con v idled, 
on  the  cleared  evidence,  of  a  mod 
atrocious  confpiracy  to  compafs 
the  death  of  the  fovereign,  and  had 
fuffered  the  fentence  of  the  law. 
What,  he  defired  their  lordfhips  to 
recolleft,  had  been  the  conduct  of 
minifters  ?  Satisfied  with  having 
brought  atrocious  criminals  to  con¬ 
dign  punifhment,  they  had  reforted 
to  no  extraordinary  raeafures. 
They  had  not  come  to  Parliament 
and  called  on  them  to  fufpend  any 
of  the  ordinary  privileges  of  the 
conditution  ;  they  had  appealed 
only  to  the  common  law  courts  of 
the  country,  and  the  caufe  of 
loyalty  had  been  fignafly  fupported 
while  treafen  had  fuffered  the  pu¬ 
nifhment  which  it  in  every  cafe 
merited.  The  Habeas  Corpus  aft 
continued  in  full  force.  The  idea 
of  introducing  martial  law  was  not 
thought  of,  even  for  a  moment. 
The  reafon  of  this  their  Lordfhips 
mud  clearly  apprehend.  It  was 
the  refult  of  a  conviftion  on  the 
part  of  miniders,  that  the  loyalty 
of  the  great  maf's  of  the  population 
was  found  to  the  core.  They 
found  that  a  few  frantic  individuals 
bad  meditated  a  mod  defperate  at¬ 
tempt  on  the  life  of  our  beloved 
fovereign  :  but  they  knew  that  the 
people  at  large  were  attached  to 


their  king,  and  devoted  to  the 
conditution  of  their  country.  They 
punifhed  criminals,  but  they  did 
not  invade  the  privileges,  or  fuf- 
pend,  even  for  a  moment,  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  a  people  who  had  given  fo 
many  indances  of  their  unalterable 
loyalty.  The  different  fituation  of 
Ireland  required  a  different  mode 
of  conduft  ;  and  to  that,  with  re- 
luftance,  government  had  recourfe. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Lord 
King,  having  made  fome  obfer- 
vations  on  the  abfence  ©f  fufficient 
information,  and  fome  other  points, 
on  which  they  were  anfwered  by 
the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  arofe,  as  he  fa  id,  under  cir- 
cumdances  of  confiderable  embar- 
raffment,  to  deliver  his  opinion. 
He  complained  that  Parliament 
was  called  on  to  pafs  bills  depriving 
a  large  proportion  of  his  Majefty’s 
fubjefts  of  the  mod  important  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  conditution,  without 
any  information  as  to  the  circurru 
dances  by  which  they  were  rendered 
neceffary.  He  had  always  thought, 
and  dould  on  every  occafion  main¬ 
tain  the  fame  opinion,  that  there 
were  times  and  circumdances, 
when  in  conformity  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conditution  in  its  bed 
times,  extraordinary  powers  were 
to  be  granted  to  meet  extraordinary 
circumdances  of  danger.  It  was, 
however,  always  to  be  recollefted, 
that  the  circumdances  which  edab- 
iifhed  the  exidence  of  this  danger, 
fhould  be  clearly  and  unequivocally 
eftablifhed.  His  Lord  drip  followed 
the  courfe  purfued  in  the  other- 
houfe,  in  dating,  that  the  only  in¬ 
formation  given  to  Parliament  was 
contained  in  the  king’s  fpeech,  and 
in  defcribing  the  precaution  with 
which  meafures  like  thofe  now  in 
agitation  had  been  adopted  in  for¬ 
mer  times,  With  refpeft  to  the 
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Habeas  Corpus  bill,  he  faid,  it 
would  be  feen  that  thofe  who  were 
to  exercife  the  powers  which  it 
veiled,  were  perfons  of  the  higheft 
rank  in  theftate.  Every  ftepthey 
took  was  a  ftep  open  to  future  een- 
fure.  Every  meafure  they  adopted 
was  liable  to  the  fevered  refpon- 
fibility.  Very  different,  however, 
was  the  fituation  of  thofe  who  were 
to  exercife  the  powers  veiled  in 
the  government  by  the  Martial 
Law  bill.  Their  lordfhips  needed 
only  to  look  at  the  bill  to  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  many  of  thofe  who 
were  to  carry  its  proviiions  into 
effedl,  if  unfortunately  it  ihould 
be  necelfary  to  reduce  them  to 
pradlice,  were  individuals  in  whom 
no  refponfibility  of  the  nature  to 
which  he  had  referred  could  at¬ 
tach.  They  might  decide  from 
want  of  adequate  knowledge : 
They  might  labour  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  prejudice.  They  might 
in  fome  cafes  be  led  away  by  local 
prepoffeffions,  or  decide  under  the 
preifure  of  temporary  paffions.  He 
was  fure  that  their  lordfhips  would 
agree  with  him  in  thinking,  that 
when  fuch  inconveniencies  might 
be  experienced,  the  powers  of  the 
nature  which  the  bill  granted  ought 
not  to  be  lightly  conferred.  He 
begged  leave  fhortly  to  explain  the 
views  on  which  alone  he  had  fup- 
ported,  or  ever  could  fupport,  a 
bill  for  depriving  any  part  of  his 
fellow  fubjedls  of  the  ordinary  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  conftitution.  When 
martial  law  was  firft  introduced  in 
Ireland,  a  rebellion  of  a  moll  for¬ 
midable  nature  raged  with  the  ut- 
raoft  violence.  That  rebellion, 
by  the  valour  of  the  king’s  troops, 
and  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  the  loyal 
inhabitants,'  was  fupprefted.  As  was 
to  be  expected,  however,  much  ran¬ 
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cour  and  much  malignity  continued 
to  agitate  thofe,  whole  open  at¬ 
tempts  at  rebellion  had  been  de¬ 
feated.  When  they  found  that 
they  could  not  attack  the  king's 
troops,  or  the  loyal  part  of  the 
community  in  arms,  it  was  ne- 
celfary  for  them  to  change  their 
mode  of  attack.  A  fyflern  of  mur¬ 
der  and  intimidation  was  accord¬ 
ingly  introduced,  and  a  regular 
conspiracy  was  formed  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  ordinary  proceedings  of 
the  courts  of  common  law.  Ma- 
giftrates  were  prevented  from  per¬ 
forming  the  duties  of  their  office  at 
the  peril  of  their  lives.  Judges 
were  prevented  from  presiding  at 
trials  at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 
Witnefles  at  the  fame  hazard  were 
deterred  from  giving  their  evi¬ 
dence.  In  a  word,  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  civil  and  criminal  courts 
of  the  country  were  totally  fuf- 
pended.  A  fyflem  of  intimidation 
had,  for  the  time,  annihilated 
every  form  of  law,  and  every 
privilege  attached  to  fair  and  equi¬ 
table  juft  ice.  What  was  to  be 
done  under  fuch  circumftances  ? 
Some  ftrong  meafure  muft  have 
been  immediately  adopted,  or 
the  country  muft  have  been  left  a 
prey  to  all  thefe  horrors.  The 
meafure  of  martial  law  was  adopted, 
and  the  effedl  which  it  produced  on 
the  reftoration  of  tranquillity  was 
immediate.  Government,  veiled 
with  extraordinary  powers,  was 
enabled  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  atrocious  confpirators.  Re¬ 
bels  feeing  the  profpedt  of  martial 
law  before  them,  ceafed  to  have 
any  objedt  in  obftrudling  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  ordinary  tribunals. 
Things  reverted  to  their  former 
order,  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
martial  law,  fo  far  from  fufpend- 
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ingj  was,  in  fad,  the  means  of 
reftoring  the  operation  of  the 
Common  Law  courts.  It  was 
from  a  contemplation  of  thefe  cir- 
curoftances,  and  a  knowledge  of 
thefe  effeds,  that  he  had,  on  for¬ 
mer  occafions,  fupported  the  edab- 
lifhment  of  martial  law  in  Ireland. 
Having  laid  down  this  general 
principle,  he  begged  leave  to  put 
it  candidly  to  their  lordfhips, 
whether  any  fuch  evidence  had 
now  been  adduced  to  juftify  the 
xneafure  ?  Had  '  noble  lord  at 
all  infmuated  that  any  fyltem  of 
intimidation  at  prefent  prevailed  in 
Ireland  ?  Were  magiftrates  im¬ 
peded  in  the  exercife  of  their  func¬ 
tions  ?  Were  judges  unable  to  per¬ 
form  their  duties  without  turbu¬ 
lence  and  anarchy  ?  Could  jurors 
not  give  verdids  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  confcience  ?  Could 
witnefles  not  deliver  their  evidence 
without  the  dread  of  fatal  confe- 
quences  ?  He  was  confident  that 
the  noble  lord  would  not  make  any 
one  of  thefe  affertions.  He  ap¬ 
peared,  on  the  contrary,  to  glory 
in  the  idea  that  the  utmoft  tran¬ 
quillity  prevailed,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  civil  and  criminal 
courts  experienced  no  interrup¬ 
tion  ;  that  criminals  were  tried 
without  moleftation,  and  that  they 
fuffered  the  fentence  of  the  law 
without  any  v  inflation  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity.  He  profefled 
himfelf  adonifhed,  after  fuch  ad- 
tniffions  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty’s 
miniders,  to  hear  them  gravely 
afferting  the  neceflity  of  edablifh- 
ing  martial  law  in  Ireland. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations, 
Lord  Limerick,  who  faid  he  had 
but  recently  left  Ireland,  took  on 
himfelf,  from  a  clofe  and  careful 
examination,  decidedly  to  aflert, 


and  he  was  confident  he  fhould 
not  be  contradided,  that  the  re- 
enadent  of  both  the  bills  now  bee 
fore  their  lordfhips,  was  efientially 
neceffary  to  the  continuance  of 
tranquillity  in  that  part  of  the 
wnited  empire.  He  could  with 
equal  fafety  make  the  fame  decla¬ 
ration  in  behalf  of  all  the  loyal 
part  of  the  community  in  that 
country.  They,  to  a  man,  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  bills  would  be  re¬ 
newed.  With  thofe  who  deferibed 
the  infurredion  of  the  23d  of  July 
as  a  contemptible  riot,  he  could 
not  poffibly  agree.  Contemptible 
with  regard  to  number  it  certainly 
was  ;  but  when  its  objeds  and  ends 
were  confidered,  it  was  of  a  very 
different  defeription.  He  would 
affert  without  fear  of  contradidion, 
that  it  bore  diftindly  all  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  rebellion  of  1798; 
that  it  looked  to  the  fame  objed  of 
Irifh  feparation  from  this  country, 
that  it  was  fomented  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  by  French 
influence,  and  that- latterly  it  was 
encouraged  by  the  hope  of  French 
afliflance.  It  had  been  contended 
againft  the  renewing  of  martial 
law,  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  or¬ 
dinary  courts  of  law  was  not  fuf- 
pended,  that  criminals  were  con¬ 
demned  and  executed  without  tu¬ 
mult.  This  he  did  not  wifh  by 
any  means  to  deny  ;  but  he  could 
account  for  it  in  a  mod  fatisfadory 
manner.  It  would  be  recolleded, 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  late 
date  trials  had  taken  place  in  Dub¬ 
lin.  Now,  what  he  deflred  their 
lordfhips  to  know  was,  the  date 
that  metropolis  while  thefe  trials 
were  going  forward.  At  that  time 
there  was  a  force  of  armed  men 
not  lefs  than  twelve  thoufand. 
Not  a  motion  of  infurredion  could 
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forward.  IsTot  a  Aep  could  be 
taken  by  the  nnfurgents  without 
an  almoih  certain  detedion  ;  under 
thefe  circumftances  it  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  tranquillity 
prevailed.  It  was  unfair,  how¬ 
ever,  tofuppofe,  that  if  trials  had 
taken  place  in  remote  diftrids,  the 
fame  good  order  and  peaceable  con- 
dud  would  have  been  obferved. 
Irifh  grievances,  he  obferved, 
formed  now  a  very  hacknied  to¬ 
pic  ;  but,  even  at  prefent,  he  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  fo  me  what  at  a  lofs 
to  underftand  the  exad  import  of 
the  term  :  What  were,  he  deflred 
their  lordfliips  to  refled,  the  fen- 


timents  of  the  rebel  leaders  on  the 
fubjed  of  Irifli  grievances  ?  Was 
it  Catholic  emancipation  they 
fought  for?  No!  this  was  be¬ 
neath  their  notice.  Was  it  equal 
reprefen tation  ?~the  thing  was  ri¬ 
diculous.  Was  it  the  abolition  of 
tythes  ?  this  was  equally  con¬ 
temptible.  In  a  word,  it  was 
nothing  fhort  of  Irifli  independence, 
and  the  abolition  of  kingly  go¬ 
vernment. 

With  thefe  obfervations,  and  a 
few  additional  arguments  from  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Hobart, 
the  difcufiion  clofed. 


CHAP.  V. 

Debate  on  the  Army  Eflimates ;  the  Refolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Rragge,  Secretary 
at  W i  r  ;  Speech  of  Mr.  Windham  ;  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  ;  Mr.  Pitt ;  Mr. 
Yorke  ;  Mr.T.  Grenville  ;  Lord  Caftlereagh  ;  Mr.  Fox  ;  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer ;  the  Refolutions pafs  without  a  Divifion.  Debate  on  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  Report  ;  Obfervations  of  Colonel  Craufurd  in  favour  of  a  Mili - 
tary  Council;  Mr.  Rofe  ;  Mr.  Pitt  urges  the  Appointment  of  Officers  from 
the  regular  Service  to  injirutl  the  Volunteers  ;  Mr.  Yorke ;  Mr.  Pitt  in 
Support  of  his  Proportion  ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Mr . 
Windham  on  the  Defeats  in  the  Volunteer  EJiablifhment ;  reprobated  by 
Mr.  Erfkine ;  and  by  Mr.  Courtenay ;  vindicated  by  Dr.  Laurence ; 
Obfervations  of  the  Attorney  -general ;  the  Refolutions  pafs  without  alte¬ 
ration. 


IN  the  preceding  debates,  the 
oppofltion  to  minifters  was  not 
drawn  out  in  its  full  force,  nor  did 
all  the  parties  of  which  it  was  com- 
pofed  diftindly  appear,  but  on  fome 
other  fubjeds  the  manner  of  con- 
duding  the  difcufiions  (hewed  how 
formidable  thefe  bands  were  be¬ 
coming,  and  how  poflible  it  was 
that  they  might  form  a  fyflem  of 
decided  co-operation. 

•,  In  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  the  fecretary 
at  war  brought  forward  the 
Vol.  XLVI.  «r  Vol,  IV,  New 


army  eftimates,  obferving  that 
they  did  not  comprehend  the  whole 
military  eftablifhment  of  the  year, 
becaufe,  from  the  nature  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  different  fervices  in* 
eluded,  and  the  variation  which 
might  arife  from  a  poflible  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  circumftances  and  ftate 
of  the  country,  the  whole  could 
not  with  accuracy  be  afeertained, 
fo  as  to  be  produced  in  the  fhape 
of  an  unquellionable  document, 
rI  hey  were  claffed  under  ten  heads, 
namely 
Series. 


[-F]  i.  Guards, 
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I.  Guards,  Garrifons,  & c. 

For  Great  Britain 

Numbers. 

£• 

5. 

J. 

129,039 

3>XI5,456 

9 

9 

For  Ireland 

1,161,168 

2 

1 1 

Total 

4,276,624 

12 

8 

2,  Forces  in  the  Plantations,  &c. 

3^630 

i,i74,5°9 

16 

6 

3.  India  Forces  for  Great  Britain 

22,897 

545,628 

4 

2 

4.  Troops  and  Companies  for  recruit- 

ing  ditto  for  Great  Britain 

533 

19,859 

14 

9 

c.  Recruiting  and  Contingencies  for 

Great  Britain 

1 80,000 

0 

0 

6.  General  and  Staff  Officers,  with  a 

State  of  the  particulars  of  Charges 

154,647 

3 

10 

7.  Embodied  Militia  and  Fencible 

Infantry  for  Great  Britain 

i©9,947 

2,150,965 

10 

6 

For  Ireland 

640,657 

ll 

0 

Total 

2,793,623 

7 

6 

1.  Clothing  for  ditto 

2Sl>793 

r4 

6 

9.  Contingencies  for  ditto  for  England 

50,000 

0 

0 

For  Ireland  - 

I  1,129 

7 

0 

Total 

6 i , i 29 

7 

0 

jto.  Volunteer  Corps  for  Great  Britain 

730,000 

0 

0 

For  Ireland 

1,290,567 

13 

1 1 

Total 

2,020,567 

13 

1 1 

For  Great  Britain 

u 

0 

w 

w 

0 

on 

8,346,860 

x4 

0 

For  Ireland 

3*103,523 

0 

10 

Pedudt  for  India  Forces  -  - 

22,897 

545,628 

4 

2 

Total  for  Great  Britain 

278,149 

780,232 

9 

10 

Grand  Total 

10,904,755 

10 

0 

The  Secretary  at  War  ftated 
the  particulars  applying  to  each 
divifion  of  the  fervice,  and  coming 
laft  to  the  volunteers,  obferved  that 
it  was  peculiarly  neceffary  to  ad- 
Tcrt  to  them.  He  fhould  confider 
them  under  two  heads ;  fir  ft,  for 
Great  Britain,  next,  for  Ireland* 


The  calculation  refpeHing  Great 
Britain,  would  neceffarily  be  loofe 
and  fubjeft  to  inaccuracy,  as  it 
muft  depend  on  fo  many  circum- 
ftances,  and  be  regulated  by  the 
aftual  exigency  of  the  country,  but 
it  was  formed  as  nearly  as  poffil&e 
on  the  prefumed  extent  which  the 

fervice 
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fervice  of  the  year  might  require. 
For  the  volunteer  corps,  he  efti- 
mated  that  ^.730,000  would  be 
neceffary,  from  the  25  th  of  De¬ 
cember  1803,  to  the  25th  of  De¬ 
cember  1804  ;  but  it  was  here  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  date,  that  as 
the  clothing  had  been  provided  for 
in  the  expenditure  for  the  prefent 
year,  that  item  made  no  part  of 
the  eflimate.  The  computation 
had  been  made  for  the  number  to 
which  the  volunteer  corps  were 
fuppofed  to  amount,  but  it  was 
greatly  exceeded  by  the  adlual 
number.  The  volunteer  corps  of 
Great  Britain,  appeared  by  the 
account  prefented,  to  be  379,943 
men.  The  eftimates  of  their  ex- 
pences  muft  neceffarily  be  com¬ 
plex  and  difficult  to  be  exaHly  as¬ 
certained  as  the  different  rates  of 
pay,  according  to  the  different  pe¬ 
riods  of  the  year  at  which  they 
came  forward,  fhould  be  taken 
into  the  account,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  thefervice,  on  which  they 
might  be  employed,  whether  per¬ 
manent,  or  only  for  exercife.  The 
fum,  therefore,  at  which  the  efli¬ 
mate  was  taken,  would  not  appear 
large,  when  it  was  recolleHed  that 
the  number  for  which  it  was  cal¬ 
culated,  was  only  320,000.  Of 
the  volunteer  force,  42,500 
infantry,  *ind  2,500  cavalry, 
ferved  without  pay.  Great  part 
of  the  clothing  had  been  voted 
in  June,  and  therefore  was  not  in 
the  eflimate  :  but  the  allowance  of 
one  {hilling  per  day  for  twenty 
days  fervice,  for  the  purpofe  of 
training,  to  fuch  as  fhould  accept 
pay,  was  eflimated  at  £.  190,000. 
Agency  officers,  and  held  officers, 
in  confequence  of  the  alteration 
that  in  each  refpefl  had  been  found 
neceffary  in  the  original  regu¬ 
lations,  which  had  been  made  in 


June,  required  an  additional  ex¬ 
pence,  which  did  not,  however, 
exceed  £20,000.  This  was  a 
loofe  and  rough  eflimate  of  the  ex- 
penfe,  but  it  was  rather  under  than 
over  what  the  fervice  would 
want.  The  ftate  of  Ireland  re¬ 
quired  that  the  eftimates  fhould  be 
higher  than  in  proportion  for  Great 
Britain,  and  that  provifion  fhould 
be  made  for  fer vices  already  per¬ 
formed,  as  well  as  for  t’nofe  which 
might  hereafter  be  neceffary.  The 
calculation  of  the  number  of  vo¬ 
lunteers  railed  in  England  was 
under  the  aclual  amount  ;  but  the 
eflimate  for  Ireland  exceeded  the 
known  amount,  which  was  taken  at 
70,000,  but  prefumed  capable  of 
being  increafed,  if  the  fituation  of 
the  country  fhould  require  it,  to 
80,000.  There  was  alfo  a  con- 
fiderable  difference  in  the  eflimate 
for  the  two  countries,  which  was 
unavoidably  to  be  calculated  in 
proportion  to  the  time  the  volun¬ 
teers  fhould  be  called  out  on  adual 
fervice.  He  fuppofed  that  the 
whole  of  the  Irifh  volunteers  would 
be  out  four  months  in  the  year. 
But  though  the  allowance  under 
this  head  would  be  larger  than  the 
eflimate  for  Englifh  corps,  he 
thought  it  right  to  ftate,  that,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafe  of  invafion,  when  they 
fhould  neceffarily  be  employed  on 
adual  fervice,  the  Irifh  volunteers 
received  no  pay  when  merely  ouc 
for  exercifing,.  nor  when  on  duty, 
unlefs  the  men  fhould  be  actually 
and  efficiently  prefent  at  mufter  on 
their  parade.  He  had  flated  the 
prefent  volunteer  force  of  Ireland 
to  be  70,000.  The  eflimate, 
however,  had  been  made,  on  a 
fuppofition  that  the  numbers  could, 
and  would  be  confiderably  in¬ 
creafed  ;  and  he  had  ftated  enough, 
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he  thought,  to  {hew  that  the  cal¬ 
culation  was  not  exceffive.  The 
honourable  fecretary  then  apolo¬ 
gized  for  not  having  a  correct  efti- 
l-nate  of  the  foreign  troops  to  be 
employed,  and  for  fome  other  de¬ 
ficiencies  in  his  ftatement,  and 
concluded  by  moving  the  firft  of 
the  ufual  lids  of  refolutions. 

In  the  debate  which  enfued,  the 
various  parties  in  oppofition  dated 
their  objections  to  the  military 
meafures  of  government,  and  to 
the  fydem  of  adminift  ration  in  ge¬ 
neral,  in  ample  detail ;  and  as 
they  had  not  yet  formed  any  com¬ 
mon  ground  of  oppofition..  it  will 
be  neceffary  briefly  to  date  the 
courfe  of  argument  purfued  by  the 
fpeakers  of  each  clafs. 

Mr.  Windham,  in  a  long  and 
well  combined  fpeech,  attacked 
the  whole  plan  of  government.  He 
fa  id,  the  view  the  fecretary  at  war 
had  afforded  was  fo  different  from 
that  which  he  felt  himfelf  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  of  the  fubjeCt,  that 
his  obfervations,  he  feared,  would 
appear  very  little  to  arife  out  of 
the  ftatements  which  the  houfe  had 
jud  heard.  He,  could  not  confider 
the  prefent  topic  without  noticing 
the  general  conduct  of  adminidra- 
tion,  his  opinion  of  which  he  could 
not  better  deferibe,  than  in  fome 
lines  which  gentlemen  might  have 
feeen  on  inn  windows  and  fhutters, 
where  the  writer  fpeaking  of  the 
faults  of  men  and  women,  and 
allowing  that  many  faults  belong 
to  men,  concludes  mod  injurioufly 
and  ungallantly, 

- - Poor  women  have  &ut  two; 

There's  nothing  good  they  fay,  and  no¬ 
thing  right  they  do. 

Thefe  lines,  however  bad  the 
poetry,  and  however  falfe  the  fen» 


tiinent,  in  its  original  application, 
were,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  per¬ 
fectly  deferiptive  of  his  opinion  of 
his  Majefty’s  prefent  miniders. 
To  prove  the  judice  of  this  opi¬ 
nion,  he  might  cite  all  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  from  the  flgnature  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  but  he  would 
omit  every  thing  which  had  oc¬ 
curred  between  that  time  and  the 
8th  of  March,  the  day  when  his 
Majedy’s  meffage  was  brought  to 
parliament.  He  would  fuppofe  it 
to  have  been  perfectly  right,  that 
from  the  moment  peace  was  made, 
no  matter  with  what  circumdances, 
miniders  were  to  proceed  according 
to  the  edablifhed  rules  in  fuch 
cafes,  to  reduce  the  army,  difrnantle 
the  fleet,  difpofe  of  all  the  dock 
and  implements  of  war,  fell  off  gun 
boats  for  little  more  than  the  value 
of  the  old  iron,  refufe  for  five 
guineas  men  whom  they  would  be 
happy  now  to  get  back  for  dfty  ; 
difeharge  others,  whom  they  could 
not  get  back  at  all.  Giving  mi¬ 
niders  full  credit  for  the  completely 
defencelefs  date  in  which  the  coun¬ 
try  was  in  lad  March,  he  would 
proceed  to  conflder  what  change 
they  had  iince  effected,  and  what 
means  they  had  poffeffed  for  that 
purpofe;  fo  that  by  a  companion, 
a  judgment  might  be  formed  as  to 
the  degree  of  blame  or  merit  af- 
cribable  to  their  conduft.  He  had 
heard,  where,  in  the  cafe  of  ex¬ 
orbitant  election  charges,  in  a  bill 
for  cockades,  for  indance,  the  can¬ 
didate  had  offered  to  pay  for  all 
the  ribands  that  could  be  proved  to 
have  been  in  the  drop  for  the  lad 
fix  months  ;  or  where  the  charge 
was  for  liquor,  indead  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  calculate  the  number  of 
drinkers,  and  the  average  quantity 
they  might  feyeraily  have  drunk, 

he 
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lie  had  propofed,  not  only  to  pay 
for  all  that  had  been  in  the  cellar 
within  a  certain  time,  but  to  gauge 
the  houfe,  and  give  credit  for  all 
that  could  have  been  contained  in 
it,  iuppofing  it  to  have  been  one 
entire  ciftern  of  liquor  from  the 
cellar  to  the  garret.  He  would  pur_ 
fue  a  courfe  lomewhat  fnniiar,  in 
eftimating  the  merits  of  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  honourable  gentlemen. 
Inftead  of  faying  fo  much  ought  to 
have  been  done  in  recruiting,  fo 
much  in  completing  the  militia,  fo 
much  in  procuring  defence  in  other 
ways,  he  would  rather  beg  the 
houfe  to  take  a  general  view  of  the 
means  poftefled  by  the  country,  of 
the  manner  in  which  minift^rs  had 
the  difpofal  of  thefe  means,  of  the 
time  they  had  to  employ  them, 
and  comparing  the  whole  with  the 
refult,  to  determine  in  their  own 
minds,  whether  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  in  this  mod  critical  con¬ 
cern  of  its  defence,  had  or  had  not 
been  placed  in  proper  hands. 

The  means  of  the  country,  in  its 
firft  and  greateft  article,  the  bafis 
of  all  the  reft,  was  a  population  of 
fifteen  millions  ;  the  time,  as  he 
had  agreed  to  take  it,  from  the 
8th  of  March,  was  nine  months, 
three  quarters  of  a  year.  The 
wealth  of  the  country  was,  he  muft 
confidently  fay,  for  this  purpofe, 
uniimited.  There  was  nothing 
that  the  country  was  not  willing  to 
do  in  the  way  of  perfonal  fervice, 
or  to  contribute  in  the  way  of 
money.  It  was  long,  indeed,  be¬ 
fore  the  honourable  gentleman 
thought  fit  to  call  upon  them,  but 
the  country  was  no  fooncr  told  of 
its  danger,  and  lummoned  to  roufe 
in  its  defence,  than  it  obeyed  the 
call  with  alacrity  ;  they  had  no 
fpcner  began  to  try  for  this  zeal, 


had  hardly  begun  to  fink  this  well* 
before  the  national  feeling  rofe  fo 
iaft  upon  them,  that  they  found 
themfelves  in  danger  of  being  over¬ 
whelmed  by  it,  and  begged  for 
God's  fake  to  be  pulled  up  again. 
They  no  fooner  turned  this  cock 
than  it  fpurted  in  their  faces.  The 
money  expended  for  the  army  of 
referve  alone,  and  that  too  in  mere 
bounties,  could  not  be  eftimated  at 
lefs  than  £  .  1,000,000,  he  certainly 
Hi  on  Id  be  within  the  mark,  when 
he  ftated  the  whole  expenfe  in¬ 
curred  for  volunteers  at  not  lefs 
than  _£'.2sooo,ooo,  making  a  fum 
of  at  leaft  £“.3,000,000  expended 
in  little  more  than  the  mere  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  force  ;  and  that  in  a  way, 
for  the  greater  part  of  it,  infinitely 
more  opprefiive  than  if,  raifed  by  a 
general  tax.  What  then,  they 
were  to  afk,  was  the  force  created  ? 
The  fafety  of  the  country  was  pro¬ 
vided  for,  it  might  be  faid,  by  a 
vaft  mafs  of  armed  force  amount¬ 
ing  to  not  lefs  than  300,000  men. 
He  was  far  from  fire  that  the  num¬ 
bers  might  not  even  exceed  thefe 
limits.  Bat  it  remained  to  inquire 
what  this  mafs,  this  fabrick,  con- 
fifted  of :  how  much  of  it  was  of 
folid  mafonry,  part  of  the  whole 
ftanding  force  of  the  country  ; 
how  much  was  of  a  later  date  and 
lefs  regular  conftrucfion  ;  how 
much  might  be  eompofed  of  ma¬ 
terials  ftill  more  recently  colIeTed, 
and  more  haft  ily  put  together,  and 
be  liable,  in  confequence,  to  va¬ 
rious  cracks  and  fettiements  ;  and 
what  portion  of  it  was  mere  lath 
and  plafter,  not  diftinguifhablc, 
perhaps,  by  the  eye,  and  feeming 
to  be  a  continuation  of  t lie  fame 
front,  but  no  more  the  fame  with 
it,  in  reality,  than  one  of  the  new 
temporary  barracks,  of  which  they 
[/  3]  might 
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might  expeT  to  hear  To  much  fbon, 
was  to  be  confidered  as  a  building 
of  the  fame  fort  with  St,  Paul’s  or 
Weftminfter  Abbey. 

Of  the  firft  two  defcriptions  of 
force  here  enumerated,  it  was  not 
neceffary  to  fay  much.  The  re¬ 
gular  army  was  what  they  had  al¬ 
ways  known  the  regular  army  to 
be,  and  never  more,  than  during 
the  whole  of  the  period  of  the  late 
war.  The  militia  had  long  been 
wrought  to  a  high  degree  of  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  was  at  that  time, 
perhaps,  in  as  great  perfection  as 
it  was  poffible  for  troops  to  attain, 
of  whom  neither  officers  nor  men 
could  have  the  benefit  of  atftual  fer¬ 
vice.  Of  the  army  of  referve  the 
charafter  mull  be  for  fome  time 
continually  changing,  according  to 
their  progrefs  in  training,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  men  were  difpofed  of,  either  as 
felefted,  and  incorporated  into  old 
battalions  ;  (making,  however,  a 
very  incommodious  mixture  of  men 
ferving  upon  different  tenures ;)  or 
as  put  together  in  battalions  by 
themfelves.  But  in  neither  way 
could  they  be  confidered,  for  fome 
time  at  leak,  as  fit  to  be  claffed 
with  the  regular  troops  ;  nor  would 
it  be  poffible,  at  any  time,  for  thofe 
fo  toclafs  them,  who  refufed  to  ad¬ 
mit  to  the  defcription  of  a  foldier, 
any  man  whofe  engagement  of  fer- 
vice  did  not  extend  to  term  of  life. 
A  great  portion  of  thefe  were,  for 
the  prefcnt,  good  for  no  fervice 
either  without  or  within  the  realm. 
They  were  men  newly  colleded 
together,  with  their  pockets  full  of 
money,  or  who  had  only  emptied 
them  by  a  continued  courfe  of  in¬ 
toxication,  and  had  not  yet  got 
their  grafs-flefh  off ;  had  not  got 
the  f}£e;-  out  of  their  bellies,  which 


they  had  been  Twilling  for  weeks, 
many  of  them  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
guineas  a  man.  As  for  thofe  who 
were  left  behind,  in  what  were 
called  the  referved  battalions,  they, 
for  the  moft  part,  were  fo  left  be¬ 
hind  and  referved,  becaufe  no  one 
thought  it  worth  his  while  to  take 
them,  and  were  of  a  fort  which  no 
time  or  drilling  could  ever  render 
ferviceable ;  time,  indeed,  being 
with  many  of  them  the  laid  thing 
they  wanted,  as  the  very  objection 
to  be  urged  was,  they  were  already 
paft  the  age  of  fervice. 

The  lafl  and  moft  important, 
certainly  the  moft  extenfive  head  of 
force,  was  that  which  comprifed 
the  great  body  of  inhabitants  to 
whom  arms  had  been  given  or  pro- 
mifed,  the  general  colledion  of  the 
volunteer  corps.  In  fpeaking  of  a 
body  of  400,000  men,  he  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  they  were  all  ufe- 
lefs,  or  worthlefs,  or  of  a  character 
he  knew  not  what,  that  was  to 
make  them  run  away  at  the  fight 
of  an  enemy,  All  he  meant  to 
fay  was,  that  thefe  corps  muft  be 
for  ever  unfuited  to  the  fort  of 
fervice  on  which  it  was  intended  to 
employ  them  ;  and  that  the  me¬ 
thods  purfued  with  them  were  cal¬ 
culated  to  render  them  as  little  ufe- 
ful  as  it  was  poffible  for  fuch  an  af- 
femblage  of  men  to  be.  It  was 
no  reproach  to  any  one,  that  he 
was  of  an  age,  or  ftze,  or  ftate  of 
health,  that  did  not  admit  of  his 
performing  the  duties  of  a  foldier  ; 
that  he  was  the  father  of  a  family, 
and  could  not  be  fpared  from  the 
care  and  fuperintendance  of  thofe 
who  looked  to  him,  at  every  mo¬ 
ment,  as  their  prote&or  and  guide  ; 
that  he  was  engaged  in  a  bufinefs 
which  he  could  not  leave  without 
ruin  to  hindelf  and  to  thofe  who 

depended 
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depended  on  him  for  their  fupport. 
There  was  no  reproach  in  all  this  ; 
but  there  was  a  great  deal  in  it, 
which  mull  prevent  corps,  confift- 
ing  for  the  moft  part  of  men  fo 
oircumftanced,  from  either  per¬ 
forming,  for  any  length  of  time, 
the  duties  of  foldiers  employed  on 
fervice,  or  from  acquiring  the  ex¬ 
pert  nefs  and  habits  by  which  thofe 
duties  muft  be  performed.  To  talk 
of  giving  to  fuch  men  the  character 
and  qualities  of  regular  foldiers, 
was  the  greatell  of  all  abfurdities. 
After  defcanting  at  great  length 
on  the  inutility  of  fuch  a  force  for 
general  military  purpofes,  and  il- 
luftrating  his  obfervations  by  the 
fadl  that  frigates  and  fifty  gun  fhips 
are  not  admitted  into  the  line  in  a 
naval  engagement,  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  exclaimed, 
“  What  muft  be  the  fituation  of  a 
general,  if,  when  dire&ing  the  ex-' 
ecution  of  any  preffing  fervice — a 
hill,  fuppofe,  to  be  occupied,  a 
poft  to  be  maintained,  a  wood  to 
be  defended,  a  redoubt  to  be 
ftormed,  in  a  crifis  which  left  no 
leifure  for  deliberation  or  inquiry, 
he  muft  be  comparing  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  different  corps  under  his 
command,  and  be  expofed,  at  laft, 
to  the  uncertainties  of  troops, 
whofe  compofition  was  unknown, 
whofe  conduct  in  a  day  of  action 
was  to  be  tried  for  the  firft  time, 
and  who,  in  the  mode  of  fervice 
now  propofed  for  them,  might  in¬ 
volve  in  their  defeat  or  mifcarriage, 
the  difcomfiture  of  the  whole  ar¬ 
my.  ’*  Thefe  were  the  points  to 
which  he  fhould  now  limit  his  ob¬ 
fervations  ;  he  fhould  not  now  con- 
fider  what  might  be  the  future  dan¬ 
ger  arifing  to  the  ftatefrom  bodies 
of  armed  men,  fubjed:  to  no  re¬ 
gular  authority,  governed  by  com- 
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mittees  and  fub-committees,  and 
having  more  the  character  of  de¬ 
bating  focieties,  than  offchoolsof 
military  difcipline.  He  was  con- 
fidering  them  merely  as  part  of 
the  defence  of  the  country  againft 
a  foreign  enemy,  and  in  this  view 
he  muft  recal  to  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  :  hr  ft,  the  immenfe  re- 
dud  ion  to  be  made  in  our  force, 
when,  out  of  five  or  fix  hundred 
thoufand,  four  were  underftood  not 
to  be  foldiers,  but  pnly  armed  in¬ 
habitants  ;  and  next,  when  thefe 
armed  inhabitants  were  prepared 
and  fafhioned  in  a  manner  fo  little 
judicious,  as  in  the  plan  now  pur- 
fued.  When  to  this  was  added, 
that  by  the  exemptions  given, 
contrary  to  the  intentions  of  mi- 
niftry,  and  by  the  mere  effed  of 
hafte  and  overfight,  numbers  had 
latterly  flocked  into  thefe  corps, 
as  a  refuge  from  other  fervice, 
and  that  fo  large  a  portion  of  the 
adive  population  of  the  country 
was  thereby  locked  up,  and  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  fervice  ;  either  from 
the  army  of  referve  or  militia,  (the 
regular  recruiting  was  out  of  the 
queftion)  ;  he  would  leave  to  the 
houfe  to  judge  what  credit  was  to 
be  given  to  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  on  this  head  of  the  account. 
The  whole  force  produced  for  the 
country,  after  three  millions  ex¬ 
pended,  and  with  the  command  of 
an  unlimited  credit,  was,  ift, 
400,000  volunteers,  fuch  as  he  had 
defcribed,  and  whofe  formation 
operated,  as  he  had  defcribed  in 
refped  to  the  other  fer vices ;  2dly, 
a  militia,  excellent  in  its  kind, 
but  incomplete,  and  rendered  more 
difficult  to  be  completed  by  the 
effeift  of  the  meafure  above  referred 
to  ;  3dly,  twenty,  or  fix  and 
twenty  thoufand  army  of  referve  ; 
[T4]  and 
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and  qthly  and  laftly,  an  addition, 
{as  he  fhould  have  faid)  of  5000, 
or  (as  he  now  underhood  from  the 
honourable  gentleman)  of  7,000 
men  to  the  regular  army !  This 
was  all  the  nation  had  got  in  re¬ 
turn  for  its  large  contributions, 
its  ready  faciifices,  its  heavy  ex- 
penfe,  both  of  patience  and  money. 
Five  thoufand  men  to  the  regular 
army  ;  five  pints  of  reasonably 
good  foup,  was  the  whole  that 
thefe  hate  cooks  had  been  able  to 
produce  after  all  their  fimmerings 
and  boilings,  all  the  hams  and 
chickens,  and  pounds  of  beef, 
which  they  had  routed  down,  and 
the  bills  which  they  had  run  up  in 
-confequence  at  the  different  (hops. 

Having  thus  detailed  his  objec¬ 
tions  to  what,  according  to  the 
phrafe  of  a  great  philofopher,  he 
termed  the  living  inftruments  of 
our  defence,  Mr.  Windham  faid, 
the  inanimate  inftruments  piuft  not 
be  overlooked,  though  he  fhould 
fay  but  little  to  all  the  objeds 
which  that  clafs  would  com¬ 
prize,  ftich  as  works,  fortreft'es, 
preparations  by  fea  and  land,  every 
thing  that  wifdom  and  foreftght 
could  provide  or  could  arrange,  to¬ 
ward  making  the  approach  of  an 
enemy  difficult,  or  giving  force 
and  efficacy  to  the  adion  of  thofe 
who  were  preparing  to  refill  him. 
In  all  this  he  feared  a  dreadful  de¬ 
ficiency.  From  the  northernmoff 
point  on  the  coaft  of  Suffolk,  where 
the  protedion  might  be  fuppofed 
to  ceafe  from  the  fhipping  at  Yar¬ 
mouth,  to  a  part  of  the  coaft  of 
Eflex,  where  &  naval  defence  of 
another  kind  might  be -fuppofed  to 
begin  ;  there  was  a  line  of  coaft, 
aceefiible  in  moll  weathers,  and 


certainly  very  commodious  for  the 
landing  of  an  enemv  in  fuch  veffels 
as  thofe  in  which  they  were  exptd- 
ed  to  come.  Upon  this  line  he  fnould 
unqueftionabiy  think  it  highly  ad¬ 
vantageous  if  a  defence  were  pro¬ 
vided,  formed  by  the  conftrudion 
of  what  were  known  to  our  officers 
under  the  name  of  Mortella  towers, 
a  fpecies.of  edifice  fo  called  from  a 
memorable  inftance  of  one  at  Mor¬ 
tella  inCorfica  ;  whereby  a  tower 
ol  this  fort,  garrifoned  by  fome  ten 
or  half  dozen  men,  and  mounted 
with  about  two  guns,  a  fhip  of  the 
line  of  ours,  and  a  frigate,  were, 
during  the  laft  war,  completely 
foiled  and  driven  off,  though  they 
were  able  to  approach  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  objed,  and 
though  the  captain,  a  moft  approved 
officer,  would  not  withdraw  from 
the  conteft  while  there  was  a  hope 
left,  nor  till  he  had  loft  an  immenfe 
number  of  men,  and  had  his  fnip 
twice  fet  on  fire  *.  After  many 
obfervations  on  the  utility  of  thefe 
defences,  Mr.  Windham  obferved, 
on  the  facility  and  cheapnefs  with 
which  they  might  be  ereded, 
Confidering  the  fimpiicity  of  the 
conftrudion  of  thefe  towers,  the 
little  interior  fitting  they  would 
require,  the  rude  materials  of  which 
they  might  be  coippofed,  (the 
ftones  made  ufe  of  for  paving  Lon¬ 
don,  might  ferve  for  the  moft  ex- 
penfive  part,)  the  facility  with 
which  materials  would  be  conveyed 
for  buildings  neceffarily  fituated 
on  the  edge  of  the  coaft,  and  in  its 
moft:  acceffible  parts,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive,  that  £.  1000  a  piece 
muft  not  be  an  ample  allowance. 
And  thus  for  a  fum  of  £ .30,000,, 
and  with  a  force  of  300  men,  thirty 
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miles  of  coad,  in  parts  the  mod 
vulnerable,  would  be  put  in  a  date 
Df  fecurity  far  greater  at  lead  than 
any  which  they  could  enjoy  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  fuch  precautionary 
meafures.  He  then  ridiculed  with 
confiderable  effeid  the  fuppofed  in¬ 
tention  to  defend  the  coad  by 
means  of  the  fea-fencibles  whom  he 
defcribed  as  mere  pike-men,  and 
decried  the  argument  that  becaufe 
all  parts  of  the  coad  could  not  be 
protected  by  fortifications,  no  part 
fhould  be  fortified. 

He  then  attacked  the  minidry 
for  their  general  mifapplication  of 
the  means  of  defence  confided  to 
them.  There  was,  he  faid,  no 
fecurity  anywhere  with  perfons 
fo  wholly  unfuited  to  the  arduous 
crifis  in  which  they  had  to  aft,  as 
the  honourable  gentlemen.  In 
every  part  of  their  fydem  little 
conliderations  were  mixing  them- 
felves  with  great,  fo  as  to  fpoil  the 
effect  of  the  whole,  and  prevent 
its  working  truly  in  any  of  its 
operations.  This  was  eminently 
the  cafe  in  tile  pecuniary  part, 
where  a  wild  profufion  was  fo  com¬ 
bined  with  a  mean  parfimony, 
that  it  was  like  the  conduct  of  a 
man,  who  in  giving  a  great  enter¬ 
tainment  with  all  the  dainties  of  the 
feafon,  peas  at  a  guinea  a  quart, 
fhould  difgrace  the  whole  by  a 
fcarcity  of  clean  glades,  or  by  a 
coarfe  and  ill  wafhed  table  cloth. 
With  tliis  mud  be  coupled,  as  it 
poffibly  arofe  out  of  it,  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  pafdon  for  machinery,  into 
which  the  honourable  gentlemen 
had  been  led,  partly,  as  it  appear¬ 
ed,  by  die  hope  of  working  cheaper, 
and  partly  by  that  common  error,  of 
fuppofing  that  a  great  machines  mud 
be  calculated  to  produce  a  great 
effect.  Their  machines  were  much 
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like  that  which  Hogarth  reprefents, 
where  the  wedge,  the  lever,  the 
axis  in  paritrocbio>  all  the  me¬ 
chanical  powers  were  introduced  for 
the  purpofe  of  drawing  a  cork,  an 
operation  which  a  waiter  or  butler 
would  perform  more  effectually,  as 
well  as  more  expeditioufly,  by  a 
little  indrument  from  his  pocket 
called  a  corkfcrew.  It  was  of 
the  nature  of  all  machinery,  that 
in  proportion  as  the  parts  were 
complicated,  the  movement  was 
likely  to  be  flow ;  not  to  mention 
that  if  any  part  fhould  happen  to 
be  mifplaced,  or  wanting,  or  ill 
adjuded,  the  whole  mud  be  at  a 
dand.  This  was  very  much  the 
cafe  with  fame  of  the  machines  @f 
the  honourable  gentlemen.  In 
order  to  keep  their  expences.  out  of 
fight,  and  to  throw  as  much  as 
poffible  upon  individuals  without 
the  intervention  of  parliament,  they 
had  fet  up  ther  grand  fydem  of 
Lord  Lieutenants,  Deputy  Lieu¬ 
tenants,  Lieutenants  of  divifion, 
InfpeCtors  of  divifions,  Superinten- 
dants  of  parifhes,  &c.  See.  perfons 
very  proper  to  be  appointed,  and 
to  be  held  in  readinefs,  but  very 
improper  for  much  of  the  work  orx 
which  they  were  employed,  namely, 
that  of  getting  the  country  into  a 
date  of  military  defence.  Every 
one  had  heard  freqently,  and  al- 
mod  proverbially,  of  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  official  bufinefs.  But  at 
what  rate  mud  that  bufinefs  pro¬ 
ceed,  which  had  for  its  office  a 
county  ?  which,  indead  of  clerks 
with  falaries,  amenable  to  fupe- 
riors,  compellable  to  a  certain  at¬ 
tendance,  afted  by  country  gentle¬ 
men,  fubjeel  to  no  authority,  who 
were  bound  to  no  efpccial  fcrvice, 
who  might  attend,  as  mu:h  or  as 
little  as  they  liked,  and  who 
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might  feel  poffibly  that  they  con¬ 
ferred  a  favour  every  time  that 
they  attended  at  all  ?  He  could 
not  better  illuftrate  the  effects  of 
the  fyftem  which  had  thrown  bufi- 
nefs  into  this  courfe,  than  by  hating 
what  had  happened  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  of  fignals.  It  might  have  been 
thought,  that  the  arranging  a  fyftem 
of  fignals,  as  it  mult  have  been 
among  the  earlieft  and  molt  pref- 
fmg  obje&s  «f  attention,  that 
which,  in  fome  fort,  was  to  give 
effect  to  every  thing  elfe,  was  the 
one  alfo  which  would  have  been 
molt  eafily  accomplilhed,  and  mod 
fpeedily  carried  into  effed:.  The 
mode  that  had  been  adopted,  was, 
too,  of  the  molt  fimple  kind.  A 
line  of  ftations  was  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  along  the  coaft,  placed 
under  the  direction  of  perfons  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Admiralty,  and 
qualified  to  colled  and  to  convey, 
by  means  of  the  Admiralty  fignals, 
fuch  more  detailed  intelligence  as 
was  necefifary  for  officers  appearing 
©ft*  the  coaft,  or  commanding  at 
the  naval  ftations ;  while  from  this, 
as  from  a  circumference,  other  lines 
were  drawn  inland,  for  the  mere 
purpofe  of  giving  alarm,  or  for 
communicating  a  few  of  the  more 
fimple  refults  of  what  had  been  ob- 
ferved  upon  the  coaft.  Any  one 
would  fuppofe  that  this  was  a  work, 
which  would  not  take  long  in  com¬ 
pleting,  confidering  that  it  was  of 
that  fort,  which  might  be  going 
on  in  all  places  at  once,  fo  that 
the  time  neceffary  for  the  whole 
would  be  no  more  than  what  had 
been  required  for  the  lateft  of  the 
parts ;  and  that  in  three  weeks  or 
a  month  from  the  firft  alarm,  that 
is,  from  the  8th  of  March,  how¬ 
ever  much  our  means  of  refiftance 
might  have  been  wanting,  we 


fhould  at  leaft  not  have  been  liable 
to  fee  the  enemy  amongft  us  with¬ 
out  notice  of  his  approach.  And 
fo  it  would  have  been  with  any 
fet  of  perfons,  who  would  have 
done  things  in  a  plain  way :  who 
would  have  been  content  i(  to  draw 
a  cork  with  a  corkfcrew.”  But  not 
fo,  the  fa  vers  of  money,  and  the 
lovers  of  machinery.  By  feeking 
to  divide  the  expence  of  thefe  fig¬ 
nals  with  the  counties,  and  throw¬ 
ing  the  bufinefs,  in  confequence, 
into  the  train  which  he  had  de- 
fcribed,  the  refult  was  (the  Houfe 
would  hear  it  with  aftonifhment) 
that  in  fome  of  the  maritime  coun¬ 
ties,  immediately  expofed  to  the 
enemy,  and  where  the  attack  was 
moft  expeded,  the  fyftem  of  fig¬ 
nals,  even  in  thofe  parts  of  it 
which  were  moft  eifential,  and  on 
which  the  whole  depended,  was 
not  completed  to  that  very  hour. 
It  would  naturally  be  inquired, 
how  this  could  happen;  and  the 
explanation  might  be  given,  by 
ftating  only  what  had  taken  place 
in  the  county  to  which  he  belonged. 
When  the  deputy  lieutenant  fig- 
nified  to  the  lieutenant  of  divifion 
that  ftations  muft  be  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  the  naval  officers, 
the  lieurenant  of  divifion  did  not 
care  to  ftir  in  the  bufinefs,  till  he 
knew  whether  the  fums  which  he 
fhould  advance,  would  be  repaid 
to  him  by  the  deputy  lieute¬ 
nants.  The  deputy  lieutenants 
on  the  other  hand,  were  a  little 
fhy  of  engaging  for  this  money, 
till  they  fhould  make  it  good  from 
the  county;  and,  on  the  part  of 
the  county,  it  was  quickly  replied, 
that  the  lieutenants  would  look 
in  vain  for  repayment  there,  for 
that  the  fums  in  queftion  were 
no  article  for  a  county  rate,  and 
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in  no  county  rate  fhould  they  be 
admitted.  Here  the  matter  hung 
for  home  time,  and  here  it  might 
have  hung  (till  longer,  if  the  de¬ 
puty  lieutenants,  weary  of  this  How 
return  of  correfpondence,  and  im¬ 
patient  of  further  delay  in  a  matter 
to  important  and  urgent,  had  not 
refolved  to  take  the  rife  upon 
themfelves,  and  to  dire6l  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  work,  trufting  that 
government  would  fee  them  finally 
repaid.  This  government  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  do;  and  the  county  of 
Norfolk  might  by  that  time,  per¬ 
haps  be  in  poffeflion  of  its  fignals. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  only  not  provided  an  army, 
but  had  brought  things  to  a  Hate, 
in  which,  without  fome  great 
change,  it  was  impoffible  that  an 
army  fhould  be  provided.  The 
army  of  referve,  the  only  channel 
of  recruiting  not  yet  dry,  would 
foon,  poflibly,  be  dry  likewife. 
It  had  yielded  7000  men  :  it  was 
doubtful  how  many  more  it  had  to 
yield.  Whatever  it  gave  to  the 
army,  was  fo  much  in  diminution 
of  its  own  numbers.  How  much 
might  continue  to  ooze  in  from  it, 
in  its  decreafed  and  decreafing 
ftate,  was  very  uncertain;  not  to 
mention  the  dreadful  expence  and 
ruinous  example  of  thefe  fucceflive 
enrolments  ;  this  double  bounty. 
The  probability  was,  that  after 
yielding  to  the  army  a  few  more 
thoufands,  fo  much  would  juft  re¬ 
main  of  the  army  of  referve,  as 
would  be  fufficient  to  preferve  the 
example  of  this  anomalous  force, 
and  to  make  recruiting  impoffible 
by  contributing,  with  the  militia, 
to  continue  the  high  rate  of  boun¬ 
ties.  In  aid  of  ail  thefe  mifchiefs, 
came  the  effect  of  the  volunteer 
fyftem,  which,  as  the  honourable 
gentlemen  had  managed  it  whether 
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by  defign  or  by  miftake,  locked 
up  400,000  men  of  the  active  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  country.  What  a 
blow  was  here!  He  was  tempted 
to  call  out  to  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tlemen,  as  the  Roman  Emperor 
did  to  his  general,  Redde  mihiy 
Vare  ieglones.  Seventy  thoufand 
men  and  more,  withdrawn  from 
the  fupply  of  the  army  of  referve, 
by  the  militia  ;  and  400,000  men 
withdrawn  from  both  militia  and 
army  of  referve  by  the  volunteers; 
and  the  army  of  referve,  the  only  re. 
fource  for  recruiting  the  army ; 
with  what  fort  of  men,  and  at 
what  rate  of  recruiting,  was  the 
army  likely  to  be  fupplied  ?  All 
this,  as  a  future  confideration,  the 
honourable  gentlemen  thought  no. 
thing  of.  They  had  got,  or 
thought  they  had  got  (they  had  in 
fadt  got  no  fuch  thing),  what  was 
fufficient  for  the  prefent  defence; 
and  beyond  that,  they  never  thought 
of  looking.  Defence  was  their 
utmoft  horizon.  All  beyond  was 
clouds  and  darknefs.  He  conftder- 
ed  it  effential  for  the  country  to 
have  a  large  difpofeable  force.  Hi* 
opinion  was,  that,  as  a  firft  ftep,, 
there  fhould  be  an  univerfal  aboli-* 
tion  of  the  fyftem  of  fubftitution. 
That  all  commutation  for  perfonal 
fervice  (as  commutation  there  muft 
be),  fhould  be  made  by  fixed  fine, 
fo  as  to  render  government  the  only 
recruiter  in  the  market  without 
competition  from  militia,  army  of 
referve,  or  any  other  fervice.  That 
to  meet,  and  co-operate  with  the 
effedts  of  the  advantage  thus  given, 
fervice  in  the  army,  fhould  be 
changed  from  life  to  term  of  years ; 
drafting  fhould  be  formally  abo- 
lifhed;  means  poflibly  devifed  to 
render  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies 
lefs  frequently  neceffary  ;  and  fome 
other  fubordinate  regulations  adopt. 
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ed,  calculated  to  give  to  the  pro- 
feflion  of  a  foldier  advantages  and 
attra&ions,  additional  to  thofe, 
not  inconfiderable  ones,  which  it 
already  had.  Having  made  feme 
further  obfervations,  he  concluded 
by  dating  that  thefe  were  his 
ideas  of  the  meafufes  to  be  adopted, 
for  creating  that  firlh  and  moil  in- 
difpenfable  requiiite  in  the  prefent 
date  of  the  world,  as  well  for  the 
fake  of  immediate  fafety,  as  writh  a 
view  to  the  future  condition  of  the 
empire,  a  regular  and  difpofeable 
military  force.  Indead  of  this,  the 
honourable  gentlemen  feemed  by 
their  meafures  to  be  looking  to 
any  other  force,  rather  than  that 
of  a  regular  army,  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  to  which  was  as  yet,  by  their 
own  account,  only  7000  men ;  while 
by  their  general  conduft  they  had 
brought  the  country  to  a  date,  in 
which,  at  the  end  of  nine  months, 
a  line  of  cruizers,  or  (according  to 
the  expreffion  of  an  old  poet,  whom 
he  did  not  dare  to  quote  in  the 
original)  “a  fingle  plank  of  wood/' 
was  all  that  protedled  the  coun¬ 
try,  he  would  not  fay,  from  the 
<(  grave,57  but  from  evils  and 
dan  gers,  of  a  magnitude  not  to  be 
defcribed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  rofe  briefly 
to  anfwer  this,  which  he  termed  a 
long  and  very  entertaining  fpeech, 
although  he  blamed  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  fuch  minute  details,  con¬ 
tending  that  a  committee  of  the 
Houfe  was  not  the  bell  or  fitted 
place  to  go  into  an  accurate  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  merits  or  defers  of 
fuch  a  complicated  fyftem.  “  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,”  he 
faid,  “  has  found  much  caufe  for 
difapprcbation,  in  the  defencelefs 
and  vulnerable  date  in  which  fome 
part  of  the  coad  has  been  differed 


to  remain.  In  r^ply  to  this,  I 
will  frankly  admit,  it  is  not  in  as 
good  a  date  of  defence  as  it  might 
have  been,  conddering  our  means 
and  the  fpirit  of  the  people ;  but 
dill  I  diall  contend,  that  it  is  fully 
fufficient  for  the  protedlion  of  the 
country,  and  capable  of  affording 
a  very  ferious  refidance  to  any  pro¬ 
bable  effort  of  the  enemy. 55 

To  the  charge  of  haftily  dif- 
banding  the  army  after  the  peace, 
Mr.  Yorke  anfwered  by  a  podtive 
denial  of  the  faff.  ei  At  no  period 
of  ourhidory,”  he  faid, (s  was  there 
ever,  at  the  conclulion  of  a  peace, 
an  edablifhment  both  naval  and 
military,  maintained,  that  would 
fupport  any  comparifon  with  that 
voted  and  f'an&ioned  by  this  houfe, 
fubfequent  to  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty.  Exclufive 
of  that  wTiich  took  place  in  the 
cavalry,  in  which  I  admit  it  was 
confiderable,  the  diminution  in  the 
red  of  our  force,  the  infantry  I 
mean,  was  very  trifling  indeed ; 
not  more  than  7000  men  out  of  the 
whole  of  our  regular  armv.  Our 
regular  force/5  he  proceeded,  “  has 
been  nearly  doubled  fince  lad  fef¬ 
lion  of  Parliament.  Indead  of 
60,000  we  have  now,  including 
the  army  of  referve,  an  effective  re¬ 
gular  force  of  120,000  men.  Thefe 
latter  troops,  he  faid,  were  for 
every  military  purpofe,  as  effec¬ 
tive  as  any  regulars,  although, 
perhaps,  according  to  a  phrafe  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
“  they  had  not  yet  got  the  grafs 
out  of  them.’5  There  was  fcarcely 
a  great  military  date  in  Europe  in 
which  it  was  not  the  pradlice  to 
edablifh  referred  battalions  or  bat¬ 
talions  ol  depot,  and  fuch  tr-oops 
were  equal  to  many  and  very  im¬ 
portant  fcrvices,  for  undertaking 
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garrifon  doty  for  inftanee,  and  by 
that  means  relieving  the  troops  of 
the'  line,  and  adding  t(f  the  dif- 
pofeable  force  of  the  country.” 

Having  made  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  militia,  Mr.  Yorke  noticed 
the  objections  to  the  volunteer 
force  in  thefe  terms.  ss  The  volun¬ 
teers,  as  I  before  dated,  amount  to 
upward  of  379,000,  among  which 
there  are  340,000  infantry,  with 
a  proportion,  and  certainly  no  in- 
confiderable  one,  of  17,000  officers* 
The  reft  of  the  volunteer  force  is 
made  up  of  cavalry  and  artillery  ; 
and  it  is  this  numerous  body  of 
men,  difciplined  almoft  as  well  as 
any  equal  body  of  men  could  be  in 
the  time,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  is  pleafed  to  confider  as 
not  an  effective  force.  Although 
they  may  not  at  the  outfet  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  meeting  a  regular  army  in 
line  of  battle,  a  circumftance,  by 
the  bye,  not  much  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  or  expeCted  in  a  country 
like  this,  yet  ft  ill  there  are  many 
poffible  contingencies  in  which  they 
may  be  eminently  ufeful.  By  aCting 
on  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy ; 
by  making  demonftrations ;  by  con¬ 
tributing,  with  their  numbers,  to 
increafe  to  the  eye  of  the  enemy, 
the  magnitude  of  our  regular  force, 
on  thefe  and  fimilar  occafiqns,  they 
will  not  prove,  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  faid,  an 
ineffective  force,  but  a  formidable 
and  highly  efficient  one :  and  when¬ 
ever  the  aCtual  ftruggle  comes, 
whenever  they  are  to  contend  for 
their  country  and  their  homes,  for 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  their 
feelings  and  to  their  honour,  I  am 
confident  that  they  will  all  be 
found  to  do  their  duty,  and  that 
nany  of  them  will  enter  into  the 
line.  As.  to  the  objection  to  their 


[<75 

cloathing,  I  mu  ft  allow  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  regret,  that  they  have 
not  all  adhered  to  the  national 
colour,  and  principally  becaufe  the 
departure  from  it  may  occaffoti 
fome  confufion.  I  even  am  tempt¬ 
ed  to  with,  that  they  had  all 
adopted  the  regulation  clothing 
although  that  is  not  of  fo  very 
much  importance,  as  it  is  impoffi- 
ble,  when  afting  in  large  bodies, 
that  an  enemy  could  diftinguifh 
the  difference  at  a  few  hundred 
yards  diftance.  The  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  as  he  conceives,  has 
made  a  ftill  more  ferious  obieCiion 
again  ft  minifters,  for  he  afferts  that 
the  volunteer  fyftem  at  firft  made 
no  part  of  their  means  of  defence. 
In  reply  to  this,  I  will  only  renal 
to  this  ho ufe  an  aft  which  palled 
in^  the  year  1802,  in  which,  among 
others,  there  wereexprefs  provifions. 
not  omy  for  continuing  the  whole 
volunteers,  but  even  for  accepting 
new  oilers.  It  muft  be  in  the  re¬ 
collection  of  gentlemen,  that  fiich 
an  aft  was  before  this  Hcufe,  and 
that  it  created  no  difeuffion.  It 
was  in  vain  that  1  wifhed  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Houle  to  the 
whole  of  our  military  and  volun¬ 
teer  fyftem.  I  he  proviflons  and 
principles  of  that  bill  pa  fled  through 
tiie  Home,  with  little  comment, 
and  as  little  attention.  Surely,  if 
there  had  been  any  thing  viciops 
in  that  fyftem,  it  Ihould  hare  been 
refilled  in  limine.  The  general  de¬ 
fence  a  Cl,  as  it  is  entitled,  did 
not  embrace  the  volunteer  fyftem, 
nor  was  it  meant  to  fuperfede  it, 
1  he  proportion  for  exonerating 
the  parilhes,  if  volunteers  Ihould 
offer  to  a  certain  extent,  was 
made  with  the  unanimous  concur¬ 
rence  of  this  Houfe.  The  whole 
nation  rofe  as  one  man,  and  it  was 
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from  that  caufe  that  the  idea  of 
parochial  companies  was  laid  adds. 
Was  fuch  an  impetuous  and  gallant 
difpofition  on  the  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  to  he  rejected?  Were  mi- 
nifters  to  fay  to  them,  we  won’t 
accept  your  fervices,  we  will  re¬ 
fort  to  our  compulfory  means?  I 
need  not  fugged  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  how  culpa¬ 
ble,  I  fhould  almoft  fay,  how  cri¬ 
minal,  government  would  have 
been,  if  they  had  not  availed  them- 
fel  ves  of  the  fpirit  of  the  people, 
which  we  have  never  endeavoured 
toreprefs,  as  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  has  charged  us  with,  but 
which,  on  the  contrary  we  have 
done  every  thing  to  promote.  Up¬ 
ward  of  400,000  (land  of  arms 
have  been  didributed,  and  it  was  the 
quedion  of  arms,  and  the  quedion 
of exemptions,  which  firft  compelled 
the  government  to  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  redrifting  the  extent  of  the 
volunteer  fyftem.” 

The  fubjeft  of  fortification,  he 
faid  belonged  rather  to  the 
ordnance  department  than  to  that 
over  which  he  prefided,  he  had, 
however,  no  objection  to  allow 
that,  in  his  opinion,  that  part  of 
our  fyftem  had  been  too  much  neg- 
leftcd ;  and  it  was  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  that  the  plan  which  was 
fubmitted  to  parliament,  fo  far 
back  as  the  year  1786,  had  not 
been  adopted.  “  Not  that  Ithink^* 
he  added,  “  confiding  as  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  this  country  doe.^,  of  a 
brave  and  gallant  race  of  men,  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  and.  encircled 
by  a  navy  the  mod  numevous,  en- 
terpridng,  and  well  appointed  of 
any  in  the  world,  tb.at  we  have 
any  occadon  to  refjrt  to  a  very 
extendve  plan  of  that  fpecies  of 
defence.  As  to  the  Mortella 


towers,  their  edablifhment  mull 
depend  upon  the  opinion  of  mili¬ 
tary  officers,  and,  if  advifeable* 
mod  certainly  fhould  be  adopted, 
wherever  practicable.  “  Regula¬ 
tions,”  he  faid,  “were  in  contem¬ 
plation  with  refpeft  to  the  fea-fen- 
cibles.  Condituted  as  they  were-, 
they  could  be  eminently  ufefui,- 
They  w^ere  competent  to  the  mann¬ 
ing  of  the  gun-boats,  and  he  thought 
he  fhould  not  fay  too  much,  if  he 
hazarded  the  adertion  that  they 
would  be  able  to  beat  all  the  boaft- 
ed  flotillas  of  the  enemy.  As  to  the 
propofal  for  increafing  the  army 
by  enliding  for  a  certain  term  of 
years ;  there  was  one  infuperable 
objection,  that  it  could  not  be 
done  without  diforganizing  the 
whole  of  our  military  fydem  ;  for 
it  mud  be  extended  to  the  whole 
of  the  army,  or  it  would  inevita¬ 
bly  produce  jealoudes  and  diffatis- 
faftion  that  might  prpve  fatal  to 
that  drift  difcipline  and  prompt 
obedience  and  alacrity,  without 
which  an  army  is  nothing.  Such 
a  praftice  prevailed  in  the  Audrian 
fervice,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
greated  defects  in  it.  Let  any  man 
only  collider  the  confequence  that 
would  attend  the  adoption  of  fuch 
a  fyftem,  particularly  if  a  number 
of  troops  were  ordered  abroad, 
\vhofe  period  of  fervice  was  nearly 
expired,  and  who  poffibly  might 
have  a  claim  to  be  difcharged  be¬ 
fore  they  could  arrive  half  way  to 
the  place  of  their  dedination. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  fhould  not  fol¬ 
low  the  example  of  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend,  Mr.  Windham,  in 
taking  that  detailed  and  compre- 
hendve  view  of  the  fubjeft  before 
the  committee ;  nor  would  he 
go  into  any  retrofpeftive  difcuffion 
of  the  meafures  of  government,  nor 
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inquire  whether  the  extraordinary 
Deans  with  which  they  were  en- 
trufted  before  the  laft  prorogation 
[>f  parliament,  had  been  exercifed 
with  fufHcient  vigour  and  ability. 
He  would  confine  himfelf  particu¬ 
larly  to  what  was  more  dire&ly 
before  the  Houfe  ;  the  nature,  the 
amount,  and  the  propofed  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  military  force  of  the 
country.  He  acknowledged  that 
he  differed  fundamentally  from 
Mr.  Windham  with  regard  to 
what  fhould  be  the  nature  of  that 
force  to  which  we  ought  to  look 
as  a  permanent  fource  of  fafety 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  prefent 
conteft,  however  long  might  be 
its  duration.  No  man  thought 
more  highly  than  he  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  a  regular  military  force, 
or  of  the  regular  force  of  this 
country,  but  to  a  regular  army 
alone,  however  fuperior,  however 
excellent  to  the  regular  army, 
even  aided  by  the  militia,  we 
ought  not  folely  to  truft  ;  but 
that  in  a  moment  fo  eventful,  in  a 
crifis  fo  full  of  danger,  in  a  conteft 
fo  lingular  in  its  character,  and 
which  perhaps  might  be  tedious  in 
its  duration,  we  ought  to  fuperadd 
to  the  regular  army  fome  permanent 
fyftem  of  national  defence,  either 
to  a  certain  degree  compulfory,  or 
formed  upon  the  voluntary  zeal  and 
patriotifm  of  the  country  itfelf.  The 
army  muft  be  the  rallying  point ; 
the  army  muft  furnifh  example, 
muft  afford  inftruftion,  muft  give 
us  the  principles  on  which  that  na¬ 
tional  fyftem  of  defence  muft  be 
formed,  and  by  which  the  volun¬ 
teer  forces  of  this  country,  though, 
in  a  military  view  inferior  to  a 
regular  army,  would,  fighting  on 
their  own  foil,  for  every  thing 
dear  to  individuals  and  important 
to  a  ftate,  be  invincible,  ((  Con, 
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templating  all  thefe  great  and  im¬ 
portant  objefts,”  he  faid,  Cf  I  can¬ 
not  but  rejoice  that  the  volunteer 
fyftem  has  been  formed.  I  fee  no 
reafon  to  complain  of  government 
for  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been 
carried ;  neither  do  I  complain, 
that  it  has  fallen  fhort  of  what  we 
could  wifh  or  expeft.  I  wifh  only 
that  in  the  provifions  which  were 
enadied,  with  regard  to  its  extent, 
the  numbers  had  been  allotted  with 
fome  relation  to  the  local  pofition 
and  peculiar  danger  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  country  ;  I  only  wifh 
that  when  it  was  fixed  generally, 
that  the  volunteer  force  might  be 
fix  times  the  number  of  the  militia, 
a  greater  proportion  had  been  af- 
figned,  or  a  facility  had  been 
referved,  of  increafing  it  in  the  ma¬ 
ritime  counties  j  or  in  thofe  mod: 
vulnerable  and  moft  expofed  to  the 
firft  attacks  of  the  enemy.  I  atn 
defirous  that  while  we  make  pro- 
vifion  for  meeting  the  enemy  the 
moment  he  touches  the  Britifh  Toil, 
prepared  to  repel  him  from  our 
fhores,  to  charge  him  as  foon  as 
he  afcends  the  beach,  we  ought 
likewife  to  be  ready,  in  cafe  of 
neceftity,  to  meet  him  with  frefh 
armies,  to  overpower  him  with 
frefh  armies,  and  even  if  it  fhould 
be  requifite,  to  bring  army  after 
army  againft  him  till  he  was  finally 
difcomfited.  As  far  as  I  can  per¬ 
ceive  from  the  eftimates  fubmitted 
to  the  Houfe,”  he  proceeded,  “and 
from  the  opening  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  no  provifion 
is  made  for  introducing  any  im¬ 
provement  into  the  volunteer  fyf¬ 
tem,  or  for  fecuring  greater  benefits 
from  it  than  we  now  obtain,  or 
even  for  maintaining  and  fecuring 
thofe  we  already  enjoy.  From 
what  I  have  obfervcd,  and  from 
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what  I  have  heard  of  the  flate  of 
the  difcipline  of  the  volunteers,  I 
am  more  and  more  convinced,  that 
in  order  to  bring  them  to  any  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  difcipline,  they 
tnulf  be  aflembled  in  bodies,  and 
that  if  they  continue  in  companies 
they  will  make  but  little  compara¬ 
tive  progrcfs.  It  feems  defirable, 
therefore,  that,  wherever  it  can  be 
done,  they  fhould  be  formed  into 
battalions.  When  that  cannot  be 
done,  they  ought  to  be  formed  and 
brought  together  into  as  numerous 
connected  bodies  as  circumftances 
will  permit,  fo  as  to  have  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  infpedtion  and  difcipline. 
It  appears  to  me  extremely  defira¬ 
ble,  therefore,  that  every  batta¬ 
lion  of  volunteers  fhould,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  its  own  officers,  have  the 
affiftance  of  two  officers  of  the  fer- 
vice,  one  a  field  officer,  and  one  an 
adjutant,  to  affifi  in  the  inftrudtion 
and  difcipline  of  the  corps.  Thefe 
officers  fhould  be  confidered  as  be¬ 
longing  to  the  army,  and  fhould  in 
every  refped  enjoy  their  rank,  pay, 
and  other  advantages,  as  if  they 
were  actually  ferving  in  the  army. 
The  expence  of  this  arrangement 
would  be  confiderable;  but  from 
what  I  know  of  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  which  a  battalion,  with  the 
benefit  of  fuch  officers,  has  over 
one  trained  under  their  own  officers 
without  fuch  affiflance,  though 
with  the  utmoft  zeal  and  diligence, 
I  am  fatisficd  that  the  expence 
would  be  abundantly  compenfated 
by  the  perfection  which  the  corps 
would  attain.  I  fhould  imagine, 
upon  a  corijedural  view  of  the 
matter  that  the  whole  expence  of 
a  field  officer  and  adjutant  for 
every  battalion  would  not  exceed 
160,000  or  180.000I.  a  year. 
Now  this  expence  furely  is  tri¬ 
fling  incomparifon  with  rendering 


350,000  men  an  efficient  and  iriis 
proving  force. Mr.  Pitt  alfo 
recommended  that  there  fhould 
be  more  days  allowed  for  drill, 
and  an  additional  pay  to  thofe 
corps  which  accepted  any.  The 
whole  expence  for  officers  and  for 
additional  pay,  on  the  principles 
above  flared,  would*  probably, 
not  exceed  £.500,06 o  per  an¬ 
num  ;  but  if  it  had  the  effedl  to 
render  the  volunteers  an  efficient 
force,  and  to  form  them  into  a  fub- 
fidiary  army,  conftantly,  improv¬ 
ing  in  difcipline,  it  would  be  found 
the  cheapeft  part  of  our  military 
eftablifhment.  Mr.  Pitt  then  def- 
eanted  with  great  animation  on  the 
utility  of  this  force,  if  it  fhould 
be  poffible  to  employ  the  regular 
army  on  the  continent;  if  any 
profpeCt  were  to  appear  of  roufing 
the  fpirit  and  fupporting  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  thofe  ftates  that  now  bend 
in  abjeCt  fubmifiion  to  the  defpotifm 
of  France;  if  we  could  rekindle 
any  hope  of  effecting  the  deliver¬ 
ance  of  Europe  from  the  yoke  under 
which  it  groans ;  in  fuch  objects 
the  army  of  this  country  might  be 
molt  ufefully  employed ;  in  fuch 
undertakings  it  might  glorioufly 
co-operate.  Perhaps  our  arms 
might  be  inftrumental  in  delivering 
his  Majefty’s  electoral  dominions 
from  the  grinding  dominion  of 
France;  perhaps  they  might  con¬ 
cur  in  wrefting  Holland  from  the 
fame  yoke,  and  might  replace  that 
fy ftem  of  Europe,  at  leafb  in  many 
points  effential  to  our  own  fafety, 
which  the  enemy  had  overthrown. 
Should  the  houfe  concur  with  him 
in  opinion,  it  would  be  proper  to 
lake  meafures  for  carrying  thefe 
objects  into  efFeCt  before  the  houfe 
fhould  feparate  for  the  recefs. 
It  would  be  neceflary  that  the  vote 

of 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


of  rtfoney  fhould  be  accompanied 
With  fome  new  regulations  of  de¬ 
tail,  the  purpofe  of  which  would 
be  to  keep  up  the  number  of  the 
volunteers  to  their  full  amount,  to 
infure  punctuality  of  attendance ; 
to  promote  fteadinefs,  attention, 
and  foldierly  habits,  and,  though 
without  putting  the  corps  under 
martial  law,  provide  for  that  obe¬ 
dience  and  difcipline  requifite  to 
form  the  military  charafter.  Hav¬ 
ing  ftrongly  inforced  this  fubjeft, 
and  made  fome  obfervations  on  the 
exemptions  to  which  the  volunteers 
confidered  themfelves  entitled,  he 
came  to  notice  thefea-fencibles.  “If 
the  fea-fencibles,”  he  faid,  “were 
compofed  of  men  liable  to  ferve  in 
the  navy,  the  objeftions  would  be 
well  founded,  but  this  is  not  the 
cafe.  They  are  compofed  of  fea- 
faring  men,  it  is  true,  but  chiefly 
pilots  and  others,  obliged,  not 
merely  by  their  own  purfuits,  but 
by  their  importance  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  interefls  of  their  country,  to 
remain  at  the  places  of  their  refi- 
dence.  Thefe  men  are  intended 
to  man  the  boats  which  have  been 
prepared  for  the  defence  of  the 
coaft,  and.  only  armed  with  pikes 
in  fituations  where  they  could  not 
aft  with  any  other  weapons.  In¬ 
deed,  I  wilh  that  the  Admiralty 
had  difplayed  more  diligence  in 
preparing  thofe  velfels  which  the 
fea-fencibles  were  intended  to  man. 
This  fpecies  of  force  will,  I  am 
confident,  be  found  of  the  utmoft 
utility  in  cafe  of  any  attempt  to 
invade  our  fhores,  and  will  evince 
the  fame  fuperiority  over  the  flotil¬ 
las  of  France,  which  the  other 
branches  of  our  navy  have  evinced 
Over  the  maritime  force  of  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  when  brought  to  trial 
Voe,  XLVI.  or  Vol,  XV,  New 
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will  neither  difappoint  the  hopes, 
nor  lower  the  charafter  of  the 
country.  ” 

Mr.  Yorke  again  rofe  after  this 
fpeech  ;  the  propofltions  refpefting 
the  volunteers  required  to  be  care¬ 
fully  examined  before  they  could 
be  adopted  to  the  extent  required  ; 
but  with  refpeft  to  the  allowance 
of  a  ftronger  volunteer  force  to  the 
maritime  and  expofed  counties, 
he  faid  that  had  already  been  ef- 
fefted,  and  fhewed  feveral  instances 
which  fupported  his  affertion. 

Mr.  r.  Grenville  cenfured  Mr* 
Pitt  for  having  taken  a  contrafted 
view  of  the  queflion,  for  he  con¬ 
fide  red  the  prefent  as  the  natural 
and  fit  occafion,  not  only  for  ex¬ 
amining  the  military  arrangements 
which  government  propofed  pro- 
fpeftiveiy  to  adopt, 'but  alfo  for 
examining  what  ufe  minifters  had 
made  of  ihofe  powers,  which,  in  a 
former  fefiion,  were  entrufled  to 
them  by  Parliament.  No  evidence 
was  before  the  Houfe  of  the  volun¬ 
teers  being  at  all  in  a  ftate  of  be¬ 
coming  effeftive.  How  then  could 
it  be  argued,  that  they  could  ever 
become  fo  completely  effeftive  as 
to  prove  a  fubftitute  for  our  re¬ 
gular  army  ?  That  army  was  Hated 
by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  amount 
to  120,000.  By  fubtrafting  the 
militia  we  could  at  once  fee  the 
amount  of  our  regular  force.  The 
militia  was  70,000,  which  being 
dedufted  from  the  whole  regular 
force,  as  ftated  by  gentlemen  them- 
felves,  there  remained  50,000. 
In  this  number,  it  was  neceffary 
to  obferve,  the  array  of  rel'erve 
was  comprehended.  It  was  known 
pretty  well  what  was  the  ftate  of 
our  regular  force  in  March  laft,  at 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 
Series,  [G]  Til© 
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The  inadequate  Hate  of  our  mili¬ 
tary  preparation,  he  at  that  time 
thought  a  charge  of  a  ferious 
nature  again#  government.  But, 
if  it  was  then  regarded  as  a  crime, 

"  that  the  regular  force  of  this  coun¬ 
try  only  amounted  to  2 a,  or  to 
25,000,  what  were  we  to  think  of 
the  energy  or  exertion  of  that  go¬ 
vernment,  which,  in  the  (pace  of 
eight  months,  during  which  every 
nerve  ought  to  have  been  ftretchcd 
to  render  our  fituati.cn  more  fuita- 
ble  to  the  danger  which  threatened 
us,  had  increafed  that  force  only 
from  8  to  10,000  men;  and  who 
had,  in  the  mean  time,  been  com¬ 
pelling  every  man  to  enter  into  a 
military  fervice  of  a  different  na¬ 
ture,  to  the  deftruftion  of  that 
fervice,  which  it  was  their  bounden 
duty  to  encourage  and  fupport.  He 
then  made  fome  obfervarions  on 
the  exemptions  churned  by  the  vo- 
im  iteers  and  contrafted  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  privates  in  the  regular 
army  with  that  of  thpfe  in  the 
army  of  refer ve,  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  whom,  he  fa  id,  was  fo  great 
that  the  one  niufl  laugh  at-  the  other. 

O 

He  hated  fome  cafes  in  which  he 
thought  the  volunteers  had  been 
ibbjeded  to  cruel  hardftiips,  and 
infilled  that  the  ads  relating  to 

o 

thofe  corps  ought  to  be  revifed ; 
but  Hill,  he  added,  lie  mu  ft  feel 
the  Houfe  would  not  do  its  duty  if 
it  relied  contented  with  a  force 
merely  to  alii  ft  a  regular  army  at 
borne.  • 

Lord  Caftlereagh  agreed  with 
the  laft  fpeaker  that  the  prefent 
was  the  natural  and  fit  occafion, 
not  only  for  examining  the  mili¬ 
tary  arrangement,  which  govern¬ 
ment  propofed  profpedively  to 
adopt,  but  alfo  for  examining  what 
life  miaiiters  had  m.ade  of  thofe 


powers  which,  in  a  former  feftion, 
were  entrufted  to  them  by  Parlia¬ 
ment;  and  he  deprecated  the  ex- 
tenfive  view  which  Mr.  Windham 
had  taken  of  the  military  ftate  of 
the  country,  only  as  it  appeared 
not  fo  much  calculated  to  guide  our 
policy  hereafter,  as  moil  unjuftly 
to  depreciate  and  difparage  the  va¬ 
rious  efforts,  which  the  country 
had  made  for  its  fecurity,  and  to 
deny  to  all,  except  the  troops  en- 
lifted  for  general  fervice,  the  fhare 
of  merit  and  value  which  fairly 
belonged  to  them.  Before  he 
fhould  Ihortly  ftate  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  what  rninifters  accomplifhed 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  fince 
Parliament  laft  feparated,  he  was; 
anxious  to  refeue  the  military  fyf- 
tem,  then  decided  upon  from  two 
imputations,  which  Mr.  Windhamr 
had  very  unjuftly  thrown  upon  it* 
It  appeared,  that  out  of  35,000 
men,  already  raifed  for  the  army  of 
referve,  7,500  had  entered  for  ge¬ 
neral  fervice.  This  number  had 
entered  in  a  period  of  lefs  than  two 
months,  the  eniifhng  having  com¬ 
menced  only  in  the  beginning  of 
Odlober,  and  having  been  fufpended, 
with  a  view  to  the  better  difcipline 
of  this  force,  fince  the  lit  of  De¬ 
cember.  The  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  would  therefore  find,  that  this 
meafure,  which  he  deferibed  as  fo 
fatal  to  the  recruiting  fervice,  had 
in  the  fhort  fpace  of  two  months 
produced  nearly  as  many  men  for 
general  fervice  as  had  been  obtained 
in  the  preceding  year,  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  mode  ot  recruiting.  The 
right  honourable  gentlemen  had 
very  naturally  conceived,  that  the 
high  bounty  mult  have  altogether 
fufpended  the  ordinary  mode  of  re¬ 
cruiting  ;  but  here  again  experience 
was  preferable  to  theory;  and  al¬ 
though 
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though  the  number  of  recruits  fo 
raifed  had  been  of  late  diminifhed, 
about  one  third,  yet  it  by  no  means 
had  the  effect,  at  lead  not  in  the 
extent  which  had  been  attributed  to 
it,  of  injuring  the  ordinary  re¬ 
cruiting  fervice.  His  lordfhip  de¬ 
nied  that  the  volunteer  fervice 
locked  up  a  large  proportion  of  our 
population,  and  deprived  us  of  their 
fervices.  The  exemptions  granted 
to  the  volunteers,  without  doubt, 
made  the  ballot  both  for  the  mi¬ 
litia,  and  the  army  of  referve  fall 
more  feverelv  upon  perfons  not  en¬ 
rolled  in  thefe  corps ;  and  as  few 
ballo;  ed  men  ever  ferve  in  perfon,  it 
certainly  operated  as  an  increafe  of 
tax  upon  thofe  who  were  not  thus 
enrolled;  but  in  what  fhape  could 
this  he  faid  to  lock  up  any  part 
of  our  population,  fo  as  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  their  becoming  regular 
foldiers  ?  Was  there  any  thing  to 
prevent  a  man  ferving  in  a  volun¬ 
teer  corps  from  entering  into  the 
militia,  or  the  regular  army  ?  was 
it  not,  on  the  contrary,  an  afcer- 
tained  fad,  that  any  defcription 
of  military  fervice  ripens  and  pre¬ 
pares  the  feelings  of  men  for  one 
more  extended  ? 

Having  anfwered  thefe  objections, 
he  proceeded  to  afford  a  general  out¬ 
line  of  the  means  of  defence  that  had 
already  been  provided,  under  the 
heads  of  army,  navy,  and  ordnance, 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The 
grofs  force  naturally  divided  itfelf 
into  troops  on  permanent  pay,  and 
thofe  liable  to  fervice  in  the  event 
of  invafion.  Of  the  firft  defcrip¬ 
tion,  he  faid,  there  are  at  prefent 
in  Great  Britain  and  in  the  iflands 
of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  130,000 
men  ;  and  in  Ireland,  5 0,000  men, 
making  in  the  whole  180,000  rank 
and  file.  The  effe&ive  rank  and 
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file  of  the  militia  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  amount  to  84,000 
men  ;  the  regular  force  to  96,000, 
of  which  27,000  are  for  limited 
fervice,  and  69,000,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  difpofeable  for  general  fervice> 
m  whatever  proportion  circum- 
ftances  may  render  it  prudent  fo 
to  apply  them.  The  next  great 
feature  of  our  military  ftrength  is 
the  volunteer  force,  of  which  there 
are  at  prefent  in  Great  Britain,  ac¬ 
cepted  and  arrayed,  340,000  men, 
and  in  Ireland  70,000,  making  a 
total  of  410,000  rank  and  file  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  to  which 
muft  be  added,  as  conne&ed  with 
our  defence  on  fhore,  though  alfo 
applicable  to  fervice  afloat,  the 
fea  fencibles,  exceeding  25,000 
men.  The  grofs  force  of  rank  and 
file,  at  prefent  on  foot,  is  therefore 
as  follows :  army  in  the  field 
iSCjOoo;  volunteers  419,000; 
fea-fencibles  25,000;  total  rank 
and  file  615,000,  adding  thereto 
officers,  non-commiffioned  officers 
and  drummers.  The  grofs  force 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (ex- 
clufive  of  various  other  auxiliary* 
means  of  defence)  amounts  to  not 
lefs  than  700,000  men,  and  with 
refpeCi  to  the  more  regular  part  of 
this  army,  namely,  that  which  is 
kept  cpnftantly  in  the  field,  it  may¬ 
be  confidered  as  applicable,  with¬ 
out  any  deduction,  to  meet  the 
enemy,  as  it  will  be  relieved  bv 
the  other  defcriptions  of  force  from, 
thofe  detailed  fervices  which  in, 
general  occafion  fo  ferious  a  deduc¬ 
tion  from  the  fighting  men  of  an 
army,  whilft  the  efficiency  of  the 
volunteer  corps  is  fuch  as  may  fully 
qualify  them,  if  the  occafion  fhould 
require  it,  not  only  to  co-operate, 
in  their  due  proportion,  with  the 
regular  army,  but  to  be  brought 
[£  2]  int® 


into  the  line  immediately  oppofed 
to  the  enemy.  I  am  aware  it  may 
be  faid,  that  but  a  proportion  of 
this  force  is  at  prefent  armed. 
Whatever  delicacy  may  ufually 
belong  to  fubje&s  of  this  nature,  I 
feel  no  difpofition,  and  fee  no  rea- 
fon  why  I  fhould  conceal  from  the 
country,  in  this  or  in  any  other 
refpedt,  its  true  fituation.  Of  the 
force  in  Ireland,  confiding  of 
120,000  men,  the  whole  is  armed, 
and  means  are  provided  for  arming, 
without  delay,  a  dill  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  volunteers.  Of  the  495,000 
men  at  prefent  in  Great  Britain, 
there  are  armed  as  follows:  army 
in  the  field  130,000,  volunteers 
220,000,  fea-fencibles  25,000 — - 
375,000.  Remaining  to  be  armed 
with  mulkets  120,000, — total 
495,000.  Of  the  latter,  however, 
a  very  confiderable  number  are  at 
this  moment  provifionally  armed 
with  pikes,  nearly  80,000  having 
been  already  ifiued  fram  the  ord¬ 
nance.  It  is  further  to  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  although  the  didri- 
bution  of  arms  has  been,  in  the 
jfird  indance,  diredied,  fo  as  to 
complete  the  corps  of  the  metro¬ 
polis,  and  the  counties  on  the 
coad,  there  has  been  ifiued,  at  the 
fame  time,  fuch  a  proportion  of 
arms  to  the  corps  of  the  interior,  as 
was  deemed  fufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  immediate  indruftion,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made, 
which  will  enable  the  government 
to  arm  from  the  larger  depots  of 
arms  dill  unidued,  and  which  are 
daily  augmenting,  whatever  pro¬ 
portion  of  this  force  it  may  be 
found  expedient,  under  any  emer¬ 
gency,  to  affemble  for  fervice. 

His  lordfhip  then  delcribed  the 
navy  as  comprifing  469  lhips  of 
war  fupported>  for  the  purpofe  of 


coad  defence,  by  an  armed  flotilla 
of  800  craft.  By  the  voluntary 
exertions  of  the  Ead-India  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  corporation  of  the 
Trinity-Houfe  20  armed  fhips  had 
been  fupplied,  and  by  the  latter 
10  frigates  had  been  armed  for  the 
defence  of  the  Thames.  It  would 
be  injudice  not  to  notice  \fith  due 
praife  the  didinguilhed  fhare  which 
the  ordnance  department  had  borne 
in  the  execution  of  the  prefent  ar¬ 
mament.  Since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hodilities,  there  had  been 
iffued  by  the  ordnance  312,000 
mulkets,  16,000  pidols,  and  77,000 
pikes,  referving  in  dore  fuch  an 
amount  of  arms,  as  in  the  event 
of  a  campaign,  might  be  fufficient 
to  meet  the  wade  on  fervice  of  fo 
extended  an  army,  whild  meafures 
had  been  taken,  which  would  en¬ 
able  it,  at  no  didant  period,  com¬ 
pletely  to  arm  the  whole  of  the 
volunteers.  The  field  train,  which 
was  fully  adequate  in  the  lad  war 
to  the  force  then  employed,  was 
in  Great  Britain  alone,  already 
increafed  from  346  to  648  pieces 
of  ordnance,  completely  appointed, 
and  brigaded  tinder  experienced 
officers.  The  horfes  attached  to 
the  fame  had  been  increafed  from 
3,300  to  5,900,  and  the  drivers 
from  1,400  to  3000.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  moveable  ammunition  with 
each  gun  had  alfo  been  nearly 
doubled.  The  made  up  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  fmall  arms,  both  diftri- 
buted  and  in  dore,  had  been  in¬ 
creafed  even  in  a  greater  degree, 
the  general  providon  of  dores  in  all 
the  other  branches’was  equally  abun¬ 
dant  ;  and  correfponding  exertions 
had  been  made  for  the  fervice  of 
Ireland.  Having  made  thefe  de¬ 
tails  he  put  it  to  the  feelings  of 
the  committee,  whether  mini- 
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ilers  had  flept  upon  their  pod  or 
failed  in  their  duty  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Fox  difapproving  the  limita¬ 
tion  which  Mr.  Pitt  feemed  to 
put  on  the  debate,  when  he  faid 
that  members  Ihould  not  mix  any 
other  confideration  with  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  night,  and  that  we  were 
not  to  advert  to  the  pair,  but  to 
take  care  for  the  future,  and  vote 
the  fupply,  without  confidering 
the  ufe  that  had  been  made  of  for. 
mer  grants  for  a  fimilar  purpofe, 
and  prcfehing  his  perfect  concur¬ 
rence  in  the  fentiments  advanced 
by  Mr.  Windham,  declared  his  in¬ 
tention  not  to  limit  himfelf,  like 
Lord  Cadlereagh,  to  a  review  of 
the  conduct  of  miniders  fince  the 
lad  feflion,  but  to  go  further  back, 
and  refer  to  the  proceedings  of 
miniders  at  the  time  the  meafures 
which  had  been  commented  on  in 
the  prefent  debate,  were  propofed 
and  difcuffed.  t(  We  have  heard,” 
Mr.  Fox  proceeded,  u  that  the 
machinery  of  this  fyltem  was  bad, 
and  certainly  in  my  opinion,  no¬ 
thing  could  be  worfe,  except  the 
views  which  induced  the  propo- 
fition  of  it.  Thefe  remarks  I 
mean  principally  to  apply  to  the 
fydem  of  the  volunteers,  which 
forms  the  mod  prominent  feature 
in  the  prefent  debate,  and  the 
quedion  with  refpeCt  to  which  has 
been  put  on  very  fair  grounds  by 
Mr.  Windham,  with  all  whofe 
fentiments  on  the  fubjeCl  I  entirely 
agree.”  Mr.  Fox  then  re-dated 
and  dilated  on  many  of  the  topics 
advanced  by  Mr.  Windham,  and 
reprobated  many  of  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  denied  the  truth 
of  the  explanations  given  by  Lord 
Cadlereagh.  Having  drongly  in¬ 
filled  on  the  impoffibility  of  impart¬ 
ing  to  the  volunteers  by  the  means 


which  the  acl  provided,  a  fufficient 
portion  of  difcipline  to  make  them 
ufeful  in  co-operating  with  a  regu¬ 
lar  army, <f  Would  it  be  prudent,” 
Mr.  Fox  alked,  (C  to  place  the 
fafety  of  the  country  under  the 
prote&ion,  at  any  time  of  war,  of 
a  body  of  volunteers  not  fubjeCl 
to  martial  law,  nor  inured  to  mili¬ 
tary  difcipline  ?  If  the  rumour  of 
invafion,  which,  by  the  bye,  I 
never  thought  fo  likely  to  be  at- 
tempted,  and  if  attempted  not  fo 
practicable  as  mod  people  feem 
to  imagine,  were  to  blow  over, 
would  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  or  any  other 
gentleman,  venture  to  advife  the 
fending  of  our  regular  army  on  any 
foreign  expedition,  and  depend 
entirely  on  the  volunteers  for  our 
fafety  againd  any  attack  of  the 
enemy  on  our  coad  ?  If  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  invafion  diould  be  aftually 
undertaken,  there  would,  I  think, 
be  ferious  ground  for  apprehendott 
and  alarm.  I  fhould  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  a  general  armament  of 
the  people  under  any  circumdancet 
when  the  country  was  in  danger. 
But  the  volunteers,  in  the  light 
which  I  view  them,  cannot  be 
conddered  as  an  arming  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  If  they  are  to  be  fo  confi- 
dercd  they  are  in  numbers  quite 
too  weak ;  but  if  they  are  to  be 
regarded  as  the  foundation  of  a 
future  army,  as  Mr.  Pitt  has  hint¬ 
ed,  they  are  too  large.  For  the 
latter  purpofe  400,000  men  would 
be  too  much,  and  for  the  former 
one  million  of  men  would  not  be 
very  considerable.  Therefore  ,  in 
either  cafe,  the  volunteer  fyderra 
is  unfm  table.” 

To  thefe  obfervations  Mr.  Fos 
added  many  others  on  the  difcipline, 
cloathing,  and  employment  of  the 
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Volunteers,  concluding  from  the 
whole  that  although  the  individuals 
were  to  be  commended  for  their 
seal,  the  fyftem  was  radically  bad, 
and  that  as  the  great  battle  for  the 
falvation  of  the  country,  muft  be 
fought,  if  at  all,  by  the  regular 
army  of  the  country,  that,  as  our 
principal  refource,  ought  to  be  our 
chief  care.  il  It  may  be  ob- 
iervedy’  Mr.  Fox,  faid,  i(  that  it 
is  inconiifcent  in  me,  who  (aft 
year  approved  of  the  reduction  of 
the  regular  army,  now  to  call  for 
its  increafe ;  but  the  times,  it  is 
to  be  recollected,  are  fomewhat 
different  ;  we  were  laft  year  at 
peace,  and  whether  I  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  a$  “  Nature’s  fool,’’ or  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer’s,  I 
certainly  did  think  that  peace 
would  continue ;  and  at  the  com- 
Tnencement  of  the  war,  I  ftated 
very  fully  the  reafons  why  I 
thought  it  might  with  proper  ma¬ 
nagement,  and  ought  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  ;  but  if  I  was  (t  Nature’s 
fool”  in  thinking  the  peace  of 
Amiens  likely  to  continue,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  cer¬ 
tainly  took  a  great  deal  of  pains, 
gave  many  flattering  deferiptions, 
and  ufed  all  the  arguments  in  his 
power  to  confirm  me  in  my  folly. 
Under  the  influence,  therefore,  of 
that  folly,  I  recommended  the  de- 
creafe  of  our  armed  force  at  the 
commencement  of  the  laft  fefiions. 
With  the  hope  exprefled  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  I  heartily  join,  that  we  {hall 
not  long  confine  ourfelves  to  mere 
defenfive  war  ;  that  fo  foon  as  cir- 
eumftances  favour  the  project,  we 
fhall  proceed  upon  vigorous  offen- 
live  war  ;  that  we  fhall  not  always 
limit  our  glory  to  the  mere  fe- 
curity  of  our  own  country  ;  and 
that  we  fhall  not  fuller  ourfelves* 


according  to  the  old  obfervation, 
to  u  be  fwa’ilowed  up  in  the  chan¬ 
nel.”  But  no  defeription  of  of¬ 
fensive  operations  can  be  deemed 
practicable  with  the  prefent  con- 
ftriaftion  of  our  armed  force.’* 
Returning  to  the  volunteers, 
Mr.  Fox  cenfured  the  mode  which 
had  been  purfued  ox  teaching  them, 
too  many  manoeuvres ;  their  fer- 
vices  were  to  be  occafional,  and  the 
condudf  observed  toward  them  he 
compared  to  that  of  a  gentleman  who 
if  he  wanted  to  take  afervant  with 
him  abroad,  and  would  teach  him 
a  few  words  of  a  foreign  language, 
that  he  might  know  how  to  order 
him  a  fupper,  or  take  care  of  his 
horfes,  or  enquire  his  way — fup- 
pofe  it  was  the  Latin  language, 
fhould  inftead  of  giving  him  two 
or  three  ordinary  words,  fuch  as 
bread,  beer,  &c.  End  him  to  Eton 
to  learn  his  propria  qure  maribus , 
He  alfo  decried  the  fuppofed  in¬ 
fluence  of  example,  as  generally 
applied,  although  he  allowed  that 
the  example  of  diftinguifhed  in¬ 
dividuals,  fuch  as  Mr.  Windham, 
who  he  underftood  commanded  a 
volunteer  corps  in  his  own  county, 
might  be  of  great  importance  in 
particular  fituations.  The  volun¬ 
teers  had  the  further  bad  effeCft  of 
railing  the  price  of  fubftitutes  for 
the  militia  and  army  of  referve  to 
the  enormous  price  of  50 1.  “  As 

to  the  arms;”  he  proceeded,  “  the 
ordnance,  it  is  faid,  had  as  many 
as  could  be  expected.  I  am  not 
quite  of  that  opinion,  it  might 
have  been  fo  in  former  times,  but 
in  a  modern  view  of  the  bufinefs, 
I  fay,  with  the  forefight  Minifters 
fay  1  hey  had  of  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  it  ought  to  have  been 
better  ftored.  They  concluded 
their  peace  would  not  laft;  we, 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [103 


who  were  ((  Nature’s  fools/*  and 
mere  idiots,  could  not  know  that. 
But  did  they  provide  for  war  ? 
My  credulity  mull  he  greater  than 
they  thought  it,  before  I  can  bring 
myfelf  to  believe  it.  But  did 
they  think  of  a  war  with  France 
without  the  threat  of  attempting  an 
invafion?  It  Ferns  hardly  poffible. 
It  was,  therefore,  necelfary  to 
guard  again  ft  it.  I  fay  that,  in 
fuch  cafe,  they  muft  have  feen  the 
necefiity  of  providing  more  than 
300,000  mulkets.” 

Mr.  Fox  then  noticed  the  fer- 
vices  re  dered  by  the  navy  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  lafety  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  paid  a  tribute  of  applaufe 
to  Admiral  Cornwallis,  but  he 
again  cenfured  the  general  eftab- 
lifhment  of  the  army.  £i  I  cannot 
help  repeating,”  he  faid,  (C  the 
opinion  which  I  gave  laft  feffion, 
and  upon  which  a  motion  was  in- 
effedually  made  in  this  houfe ; 
namely,  that  there  Ihould  be  a  re- 
fponfible  military  authority,  to 
which  the  parliament  and  the  people 
might  look  for  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  army  department.  I  have 
great  perfonal  refped  for  his  royal 
highnefs  the  commander  in  chief, 
but  J  am  perfuaded,  from  my  per¬ 
fonal  knowledge  of  his  character, 
that  he  would  not  be  pleafed  with 
the  flattery,  that  he  is  himfelf  ca¬ 
pable  of  the  very  difficult  talk  of 
governing  this  department.  It  re¬ 
quires,  above  all,  that  the  refpon- 
fibility  Ihould  be  clear  and  pofirive. 
I  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  there 
is  an  obftacle  in  his  high  birth  to 
the  refpon Ability  which  belongs  to 
his  fituation.  There  is  a  delicacy 
in  queftioning  the  meafures  of  a 
perfonage  ot  his  illuftnous  rank, 
v/hich  deters  men  in  general  from 
the  duty  of  calling  him  to  account/' 


Having  then  at  fome  length  cen¬ 
fured  fo'me  late  promotions  and  re¬ 
movals  as  di dated  by  caprice  and 
injufti.ee,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  ‘ (  Now  I 
am  fpeaking  on  the  general  fubjed 
of  minifterial  changes  and  confufton, 

I  am  led  to  mention  a  circurnftance 
refpeding  a  near  relation  of  mine 
(General  Fox),  concerning  whom 
the  condud  of  government  has  been 
fuch  as  I  cannot  comprehend.  He 
was  fent,  alter  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  to  a  very  high  and  im¬ 
portant  command  in  Ireland  ;  an 
appointment  at  which  I  felt  much 
more  of  anxiety  than  of  pleafure, 
notwithstanding  the  knowledge  I 
had  of  his  charader.  A  diitur- 
bance  broke  out  in  Dublin  on  the 
23d  July,  in  which  Lord  Kihvar- 
den  was  murdered.  It  excited  uni- 
verfcil  aftonilhment,  and  in  a  few 
davs  he  was  no  longer  commander 
in  chief.  I  may  be  told,  indeed, 
that  his  departure  thence  proceeded 
from  his  own  requeft  :  but  from  all 
I  have  been  able  to  learn  upon  the 
fubjed,  a  whh  on  the  part  of  the 
civil  government  of  Ireland  was 
expreft'ed  that  he  Ihould  be  recalled. 
After  this,  there  was  no  man  of 
fpirit  but  would  fay,  44  I  will  no 
longer  ftay  in  your  way,*  fince  you 
wifh  my  removal.”  When  he 
comes  over  here,  he  is  immediately 
entrufted  with  the  high  and  ho¬ 
nourable  command  of  a  diftrid 
near  the  metropolis,  a  clear  proof 
that  minifters  did  not  think  ill  of 
his  condud.  But  why  then  was  he 
recalled  ?  Becaufe,  it  feems,  it 
was  the  wifti  of  the  Irifti  civil  go- 
vernment.  Nothing  that  1  can 
fee  but  a  furprize,  a  total  and  com¬ 
plete  furprize,  can  juftify  the  Irifh 
government  in  that  affair,  or  they 
muft  be  a  fort  of  accomplices  in 
the  murder  of  Lord  Kil warden, 
t  G  4j  The 
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The  prefs  in  Ireland,  though  not 
fo  much  enilaved  as  at  Paris,  is,  I 
believe,  not  fo  unfhackled  as  it  is 
here,  and  is  not  very  likely  to 
convey  to  the  world  that  which  is 
thought  to  be  difagreeable  at  the 
caftle.  Well,  Sir  ;  front  this  prefs, 
a  paragraph  has  made  its  appear¬ 
ance,  Fating,  f(  that  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  was  the  brother  to 
Mr.  Charles  Fox,  of  the  Englifh 
Houle  ol  Commons,  that  he  was 
firft  coufin  to  the  Duke  of  Leinfter, 
and,  of  courfe,  was  related  to  the 
late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald." 
This  was  a  Grange  offence,  if,  in¬ 
deed,  it  was  an  offence  at  all.  No 
man  of  General  Fox’s  rank  has,  I 
believe,  mixed  lefs,  at  any  time, 
in  the  politics  of  the  day." 

*(  There  is  another  fubjeft,"  Mr. 
Fox  added,"  of  a  kill  higher  na¬ 
ture,  on  which  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  fay  a  few  words ;  I  mean,  the 
iituation  of  the  heir  apparent  of 
the  crown.  Laft  feflion,  we  under- 
flood,  he  had  made  very  handfome 
offers  of  his  fervices  to  government. 
Not  only  were  they  then  not  ac¬ 
cepted,  but  nothing  fince,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  has  been  done  to  foothe  his 
mind,  for  not  carrying  into  effeft 
bis  liberal  and  honourable  offer.  I 
fhall  hear,  that  this  matter  is  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown.  Who  questions  it  ?  But  are 
we  to  underfland  from  that,  that 
the  king’s  will  is  every  thing,  and 
the  public  opinion  nothing  ?  This 
may  be  very  good  doctrine,  but  I 
Uiuft  fay  I  am  too  old  to  learn  it. 
I  fhould  think  this  a  fubjeft  on 
which  I  may  claim  a  right  to  ob¬ 
serve,  becaufe  I  confider  the  ac¬ 
tive  fervices  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
cLjyeat  importance  in  our  prefen t 
Situation,  for  exciting  the  fpirit  of 
$he  country,  and,  therefore^  as 


being  a  material  part  of  the  public 
defence.  I  hope,  and  indeed  am 
inclined  to  think,  that  there  is  as 
much  loyalty  in  this  country  a$ 
there  ever  was  at  any  former  period. 
To  all  loyal  perfons,  mufl  it  not  be 
grateful  to  fee  the  heir  apparent 
a&ively  employed  in  the  conteft, 
and  fharing  with  the  public  at 
large,  in  the  danger  and  in  the 
glory  of  defending  the  country  ? 
That  danger,  notwithstanding 
my  confidence  in  our  fuccefs,  may 
God  forbid !  But  are  you  to  be 
juftified  in  omitting  to  ufe  fuch 
material  means  ?  He  has  been  long 
in  the  army.  It  was  natural  for 
him  to  fay,  “  My  fituation  in  fo- 
ciety  is  fuch,  that  rank  is  an  in¬ 
ferior  confideration ;  whether  I 
am  colonel  or  general,  is  of  little 
importance."  But  at  prefent,  is 
not  the  cafe  quite  different  ?  “  If 
France  lands  her  armies  on  our 
fbores,  all  your  other  brothers  in 
the  army  (hall  have  a  high  com¬ 
mand  ;  but  you,  under  the  colour 
of  faving  you  from  danger,  (hall  be 
deprived  of  any  glorious  oppor¬ 
tunity."  Look  at  his  fituation  ? 
at  the  head  of  the  regiment  he  com¬ 
mands  ;  but  who  thinks  that  to  be 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  light 
horfe,  is  a  fituation,  in  times  like 
thefe,  fit  for  the  Prince  of  Wales? 
I  can  eafily  imagine,  that  fuch  is 
the  frame  of  fome  men’s  minds, 
that  they  could  reconcile  themfelves 
to  the  idea  of  fhutting  him  up  like 
an  eaftern  monarch  ;  but  I  am  fure 
his  mere  colonelcy  is  what  no  man. 
here  will  fay  -is  a  fituation  be. 
coming  him.  I  cannot  enter  into 
motives.  I  am  fure  the  confe. 
quences  will  be  honourable  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  not  fo  to 
thofe  who  have  advifed  his  Majefty 
to  refyfe  hU  offer,  J,  hope, 

corn. 
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concluded,  that  this  debate  will 
have  a  good  effedt  upon  the  public 
mind  ;  and  that  they  will  fee  the 
parliament  difpofed  ro  look  that 
minifters  do  juftice  to  their  ener¬ 
gies,  and  to  the  burthens  they 
cheerfully  bear  :  for  their  volun¬ 
tary  expences  are  as  real  a  burthen 
as  their  taxes.  I  hope  the  people 
will  fee  that  we  are  ready  to  do 
what  is  owing  to  their  love  of 
freedom,  their  public  fpirit,  and 
their  zeal  and  bravery  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  caafe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  who  followed  Mr.  Fox, 
declared  his  great  anxiety  to  in- 
creafe  the  regular  force,  and  re¬ 
capitulated  the  means  which  had 
been  ufed  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
fuccefs  which  had  attended  them. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  volunteers,  he 
alfo  w illied  to  bring  them  as  near 
as  poffible  to  a  level  with  the  re¬ 
gular  army,  but  he  contrafted, 
with  confiderable  efFeCt,  the  vary¬ 
ing  opinions  refpedting  thofe  corps 
which  were  held  by  different  mem¬ 
bers  in  oppofition.  “  One  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,” he faid, (( dif- 
likes  to  fee  them  in  regimentals ; 
he  wifhes  them  not  to  look  like 
foldiers,  and  to  wear  no  uniforms. 
Another  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  wilhes  to  fee  them  approxi¬ 
mated  much  nearer  to  regular  fol¬ 
diers.  My  opinion  inclines  much 
more  to  the  latter  fuggeftion. 
What  I  regret  exceedingly  is,  that 
gentlemen  diould  have  fo  much  un¬ 
der-rated  the  volunteers,  as  fit  only 
to  protect  villages  and  carry  pro- 
vifions  ;  and  as  being  taught  mat¬ 
ters  not  conducive  to  the  fpecies  of 
utility  within  their  reach.  I  have 
a  great  opinion  of  the  authority  of 
that  honourable  gentleman,  and  of 
she  right  honourable  gentleman  on 
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the  fame  bench  ;  but  in  military 
matters,  I  think  I  muft  prefer  thofe 
of  Lord  Moira,  whom  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  had  fo  defervedly 
prai fed,  now  commander  in  chief 
in  Scotland,  who,  addrefling  the 
Edinburgh  volunteers,  fays,  he 
would  head  them  confidently  againft 
any  foe  ;  and  of  Lord  Cathcart, 
th'.*  prefen t  commander  in  chief  in 
Ireland.  Another  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  (Mr.  Grenville)  thinks 
we  fhould  have  had  ten  times  the 
number  of  volunteers.  Now  of 
the  male  population  from  18  to  60, 
I  apprehend  one  fourth  to  be  actu¬ 
ally  under  arms.  It  is  true,  when 
the  bill  was  firft  brought  in,  no¬ 
thing  was  faid  about  the  limitation, 
but  afterwards  a  number  was  ftated, 
much  below  the  prefent  number  of 
volunteers,  namely,  three-fourths 
of  the  firft  clafs.  And  now  have 
minifters  done  their  duty  to  the 
(fate  ?  I  readily  grant,  that  no  ad- 
miniflration  ever  received  more 
cordial  fupport  from  the  public,  in 
all  meafurea  calculated  to  promote 
the  general  welfare  ;  and  we  fhould. 
indeed  be  without  excufe,  were  we 
deferring  of  the  cen fures  we  have 
received. 5 *  Mr.  Addington,  after 
fevoral  other  remarks,  noticed  the 
project  of  a  refponfible  military 
council.  Many  refpeCIable  per- 
fons  wifhed  for  fuch  an  eftablifh- 
ment  when  it  was  firft  propofed, 
who  had  now  almoft  generally 
changed  their  fentiment.  It  would 
lay  the  foundation  of  weaknefs, 
and  deftroy  all  hope  of  diftinClion, 
all  juft  and  generous  refponfibility, 
which  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York  charged  on  himfelf, 
arid  would  produce  diftra&ion  and 
imbecillity.  But  there  was  an¬ 
other  fubjeCt  of  ftill  greater  deli¬ 
cacy,  to  which  the  honourable 

gen. 
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gentleman  referred  ;  that  of  the 
drd  fubjeiff  of  the  realm  not  being- 
in  a  fttuation  which  he  thought  due 
to  his  exalted  rank,  and  which  his 
Royal  Highnefs  himfelf  dedred. 

When  this  fubjeft  was  before  men¬ 
tioned,  I  dated  that  no  authority 
fliort  of  his  Majedy ’s  commands^ 
or  the  joint  authority  of  this  houfe, 
Ihculd  compel  me  to  fay  one  word 
on  the  fubjefl,  Since  that,  no¬ 
thing  has  intervened,  and  nothing 
fh all  make  me  change,  but  what  I 
have  defer  i  bed.” 

From  this  period  the  debate 
turned  intirely  on  the  removal  of 
General  Fox,  a  fubjedl  on  which 
Mr.  Fox  with  confiderable  warmth 
tofe  twice  to  explain ;  it  involved 
alfo  fome  obfervations  on  the  date 
of  Ireland,  but  nothing  materially 
relative  to  the  great  fubject  of  de¬ 
bate.  The  refolution  palled  with¬ 
out  divifion. 

^  On  bringing  up  the  re- 
port  of  the  committee,  a 
new  debate,  nearly  as 
long,  and  quite  as  diffufe  as  the 
former,  took  plac$.  It  was  begun 
by  Colonel  Craufurd,  who,  after 
an  apology  for  not  having  delivered 
bis  fentiments  on  the  preceding 
night,  gave  his  opinion  refpt  (fling 
the  edabliihment  of  a  military 
council,  in  thefe  terms.  u  At  a 
time  when,  (in  addition  to  the  im- 
menfe  fums  that  the  public  is  called 
upon  in  other  ways  to  contribute 
for  military  purpofes)  Parliament 
deems  it  necelfary  to  vote  eftab- 
lilhments  lb  large  and  expenfive  as 
■thofe  contained  in  the  edimates 
now  before  us  ;  at  a  time,  when 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  the  mod 
arduous  and  critical  in  which  this 
country  was  ever  involved,  it 
undoubtedly  is  the  hrd  duty  of 
everyy  member  of  this  houfe  to 


fugged  all  thofe  means  which  in  his 
judgment  woo  d  conduce  to  the 
bringing  our  military  fyftem  to 
the  highelt  pitch  of  perfection,  and 
to  the  placing  the  national  defence 
and  fecuriiy  upon  a  great,  folid, 
and  permanent  bans  ;  and  the  ac¬ 
compli  lb  merit  of  thefe  mod  im¬ 
portant  objects  would,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  be  greatly  promoted  by  the 
edabltlhment  of  a  military  council, 
properly  compofed.  But  before  I 
proceed  to  date  my  reafons  for  ad¬ 
hering  to  this  opinion,  1  cannot 
help  exprefling  my  furprize,  that 
whenever  the  meafure  has  been  re¬ 
commended  on  the  one  fide,  and 
redded  by  his  Majedy’s  rummers 
on  the  other,  it  has  been  redded 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
imply  a  want  of  confidence  In  the 
abilities  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
I  have  no  hedtation  in  declaring 
that,  in  the  prefen t  dtuation  of 
affairs,  I  do  not  think  his  Royal 
Highnefs  to  be  capable,  without 
further  affidance,  of  doing  ample 
judice  to  the  country  in  t he  va¬ 
rious  branches  of  the  military  de¬ 
partment  of  the  public  drvicC. 
When  1  fay  this,  it  is  not  that  I 
do  not  think  as  highly  as  any  man 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  abilities 
and  exertions  ;  but  I  do  not  hold 
him  to  be  equal  to  fuch  a  talk,  be- 
caufe  I  believe  that  no  one  man 
can  perform  it.  I  am  fully  fen- 
dble  of  the  great  advantages  which 
the  country  has  derived  from  his 
being  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
army  ;  and  I  know  that  he  de¬ 
votes  himfelf  to  the  difeharge  of 
his  public  duties  with  a  degree  of 
laborious  affiduity,  rarely  to  be  met 
with  in  any  man,  and  dill  more 
rarely,  perhaps,  in  a  man  of  h$is 
high  birth.  But,  completely  oc¬ 
cupied  as  he  is,  in  difpatching  the 
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urgent  and  preffing  buflnefs  that 
daily  occurs  in  the  command  of 
fuch  a  force  as  we  have  now  on 
fool,  it  is  not  poflible  that  he 
{hould  have  fufficient  time  and  lei- 
fure  left  for  reflecting,  as  deeply 
and  maturely  as  the  fubj  eft  requires, 
on  all  the  poflible  means  of  im¬ 
proving  the  national  defence,  and 
eftablifhing  it  upon  one  great  com¬ 
bined  and  permanent fyftem.  But, 
it  has  been  faid,  has  he  not  already 
a  council  of  able  officers  to  aftift 
him  ?  Are  not  the  Half  this  coun¬ 
cil  ?  Undoubtedly,  his  Royal 
Highnefs’s  ftaffis  compofed  of  very 
able  and  refpeftable  officers  ;  but 
they  too  are  fully  engaged  with 
the  details  of  their  refpeftive  de¬ 
partments.  It  has  alfo  been  urged, 
that  all  the  general  officers  who  are 
employed,  are,  in  faft,  his  coun¬ 
cil,  as  he  has  conftant  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  having  recourfe  to  their 
fervice  ;  but  here,  again,  I  mu  ft 
objeft,  not  only  that  thefe  general 
officers  are  greatly  occupied  with 
the  particular  buflnefs  of  their  re¬ 
fpeftive  commands,  but  alfo  rhat 
their  being  neceffarily  difperfed, 
at  a  great  diftanc.e  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  and  from  each 
other,  is  an  obftacle  to  their  ren¬ 
dering  that  fervice,  which  might 
be  expefted  from  fuch  a  council  as 
I  have  in  view.  But  let  it  not  be 
fuppofed  that  I  am  propoling  a 
council,  for  the  purpofe  ol  control¬ 
ling  the  commander  in  chief,  in  the 
direction  of  the  aftive  operations 
of  the  army  in  the  field.  What  I 
mean  to  recommend  is  a  council, 
comprizing  within  it  feme  officers 
of  great  experience  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  abilities,  who  would  de¬ 
vote  the  whole  of  their  time  to  the 
mature  inveftigation  ot  every 
ineaiis  that  might  ,be  propofed  by 
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others,  or  Ihould  occur  to  thenl- 
felves,  for  inereafing  our  military 
ftrength,  digefting  and  combining 
the  whole  into  one  great  and  com- 
prehenflve  fyftem.  The  eftablifh- 
ment  of  fuch  a  council,  of  which 
the  commander  in  chief  would  be 
prefident ;  and  the  mailer  and  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  of  the  ordnance, 
(amongft  others)  would  be  mem¬ 
bers,  would  have  the  advantage  of 
uniting  and  bringing,  under  one 
view,  thofe  different  branches  of 
the  military  fervice  which  are  now* 
independent  of  each  other  ;  as 
every  thing  relating  to  the  military 
branch  of  the  ordnance  department 
would  come  under  its  cognizance. 
— I  fay  the  military,  as  contra- 
diftinguifhed  from  the  naval  branch* 
I  alfo  think,  that,  without  being 
accufed  of  fpeaking  flighringiy 
either  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  of  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 
any  propofal  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  coming  from  fuch  a 
council,  would  carry  with  it  greater 
weight  than  if  proceeding  either 
from  the  commander  in  chief  or 
from  the  mailer  general ;  and  that 
minifters  would  feel,  that  in  ne. 
glefting  to  attend  to  fuch  a  re. 
commendation,  they  would  take 
upon  themfelves  a  ferious  refpon- 
Ability/'  Having  finifhed  this  fub- 
jeft,  the  colonel  at  great  length 
recapitulated  the  objeftions  made 
in  the  debate  of  the  preceding 
night  againft  the  conduft  of  mi¬ 
nifters  in  the  defence  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  particularly  thofe  which 
tended  to  prove  that  the  miniftry 
had  been  negligent  in  arming  the 
people,  and  that  the  exemptions 
granted  to  the  volunteers  were  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  regular  fervice. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Rofe  diredled  his  attention 
intirely  to  the  volunteers,  on  whofe 
patriotism,  zeal  and  ability,  for 
adlual  Service,  he  made  a  ftrong 
panegyric,  Supported  by  inftances 
which  had  fallen  within  his  own 
observation.  He  contended,  how¬ 
ever,  that  when  they  were  called 
out,  better  provifion  fhould  be 
made  for  the  Support  of  their  fa¬ 
milies  at  home. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Yorke,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  to  explain 
a  proportion  which  he  had  Sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  houfe  in  the  late  de¬ 
bate,  for  the  formation  of  volun¬ 
teer  corps  into  battalions,  and  the 
appointment  of  field  officers  to 
each  battalion.  Far  from  having 
for  its  objeCt  the  appointment  of 
field  officers,  who  were  to  have  a 
eontroul  over  the  colonels  com¬ 
mandants  of  the  corps,  nothing 
could  be  more  repugnant  to  his 
feelings  or  Sentiments.  His  foie 
and  great  object  was,  to  afford  the 
commandants  of  corns  the  benefit, 
the  affiftance,  and  advice  of  officers 
not  their  Superiors  ;  but,  from  ex¬ 
perience,  competent  to  aid  them 
effectually  by  their  inflrudlion ; 
and  the  more  he  remedied,  the  more 
he  was  convinced  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  that  would  reful t  from  the 
adoption  of  hio  propofal.  An¬ 
other  mifconception  was,  that  his 
wifh  was  to  make  the  regulation 
general,  but  he  had  never  pro- 
pofed  extending  the  appointment 
of  regular  officers  to  any  battalions 
but  thofe  which  fhould  apply  for 
them,  and  he  Sincerely  hoped  that 
all  would  do  So.  He  was  Sure, 
that  too  much  attention  could  not 
be  bellowed  on  the  inftrudlion  and 
Improvement  of  the  volunteer  force 
of  the  country  in  military  disci¬ 
pline  and  evolutions ;  and  he  was 


perfuaded,  notwithstanding  the 
opinion  entertained  by  his  right 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Windham, 
that  there  were  many  regiments  of 
volunteer  corps  already  in  a  Hate 
of  difeipiine  to  fit  them  for  adlual 
forvice,  and  whenever  it  fhould  be 
necefiary  for  them  to  ad:  in  line, 
that  the  volunteer  corps  would  not 
be  found  the  weakeft  part  of  the 
line.  He  looked  upon  the  volun¬ 
teers  as  completely  capable,  with 
proper  attention,  of  rendering  the 
country  impregnable,  but  he  rnuft 
think,  however,  that  the  Service, 
as  light  troops,  which  Seemed  to 
be  moft  approved  by  gentlemen, 
for  volunteers,  in  place  of  requir¬ 
ing  lefs  difeipiine,  was  that  which 
required  the  highefl  degree  of  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Mr.  Yorke  agreed  with  his 
right  honourable  friend  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  the  opinion  he  entertained  re- 
fpedling  the  efficiency  of  the  volun¬ 
teer  corps,  but  doubted  much 
whether  his  propofition  could  be 
carried  into  effedt  to  the  extent  he 
wifhed.  Adjutants  and  ferjeant- 
majors,  he  did  not  deny,  ought  to 
be  appointed  in  every  cafe  where 
the  members  of  the  corps  required 
them,  provided  care  were  takes* 
that  none  but  proper  and  competent 
perfons  fhould  be  appointed,  and 
that  the  places  fhould  be  filled  ra¬ 
ther  with  a  view  to  the  public  in- 
terefl,  than,  as  on  former  occa- 
fions,  from  favour.  He  feared  it 
was  impracticable  to  procure  field 
officers  from  the  line,  if  his  ho¬ 
nourable  friend’s  plan  were  to  be 
purfued,  in  Sufficient  numbers* 
There  were  6cq.  troops  of  cavalry, 
102  companies  of  artillery,  and 
3,947  companies  of  volunteer  in¬ 
fantry.  The  cavalry  alone  would 
require  fixty  field  officers,  and  th«? 
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others  in  proportion.  The  officers 
on  the  half  pay  lift  had  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  referve,  and  many 
could  not  be  procured  from  amongft 
thofe  who  had  retired,  many  having 
been  appointed  infpeCting  officers  of 
the  volunteers.  He  was  aware  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would 
fay  that  field  officers  would  not  be 
required  for  all  the  battalions ; 
but  as  thefe  fhould  be  taken  from 
the  regiments  of  the  line,  either 
field  officers  or  the  oldeft  captains, 
he  thought  it  impracticable. 

A  converfation  enfued,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  Mr.  Pitt  declared 
his  intention  of  fubmitting  hi3 
propofition  to  the  houfe,  when  the 
refolution  refpeCting  volunteers 
fhould  be  put.  Accordingly,  when 
that  moment  arrived,  he  declared 
that  the  objections  of  the  right 
honourable  fecrelary  feemed  to  him 
to  be  founded  on  two  or  three 
grounds;  firft,  a  doubt,  whether 
a  fufficient  number  of  field  officers 
could  be  procured  ;  2dly,  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  creating  difcontent 
amongft  the  officers  of  the  volun¬ 
teer  eorps  ;  and,  3dly,  the  in¬ 
jury  that  the  officers  thus  employed 
Would  fuftain  by  being  placed  on 
half  pay  after  the  war.  The  two 
firft  appeared  inconfiftent  with 
each  other.  The  firft  proceeded 
un  a  fuppofition  that  4  or  500 
would  be  neceftary,  and  the  fecond 
un  the  fuppofition  that  the  corps 
would  be  dilTatisfied  ;  but  as  his 
propofition  extended  only  to  fuch 
is  fhould  apply,  if  there  fhould  not 
3e  many  applications,  the  firft  ob¬ 
jection  as  to  -the  number  would  be 
ione  away,  and  if  many  fhould 
ipply,  as  he  hoped  all  would,  then 
;here  could  be  no  difcontent,  and 
:he  fecond  objection  vanifhed.  But 
je  maintained,  that  a  fufficient 


number  could  be  fupplied  from  the 
line.  Eachregiment  confifted  of  750 
men,  had  two  lieutenant  colonels, 
two  majors,  and  ten  captains ;  and 
the  queftion  therefore  would  be, 
whether  it  was  more  material  to 
the  public  fecurity,  that  every  old 
regiment  fhould  have  its  number 
of  old  captains  complete,  or  every 
battalion  of  iooq  volunteers,  have 
an  efficient  field  officer  to  prepare 
them,  by  difcipline,  to  accomplifti 
the  common  objeCi  of  all,  the  effec¬ 
tual  defence  and  fecurity  of  their 
country  ?  But,  if  the  regiments  of 
the  line  could  not  afford  the  num¬ 
bers  neceftary,  the  half  pay  offi¬ 
cers  might  be  employed,  or  thofe 
who  had  retired  from  the  fervice, 
or  from  amongft  thofe  meritorious 
officers  who  had  been  in  the  India 
company’s  fervice.  As  to  the 
other  circumftances  of  difcontent, 
there  would  be  reafon  to  appre- 
hend  that  there  might  be  difap- 
pointment,  if  not  difcontent,  fhould 
the  application  for  fuch  affiftance  be 
refufed.  As  to  the  third  objec¬ 
tion,  the  aukward  fituation  to 
which  the  appointment  would  re¬ 
duce  the  officers,  b\  expofxngthem 
to  be  placed  on  half  pay,  and  inter¬ 
fering  with  their  promotion,  he 
could  not,  in  his  view  of  the  quef¬ 
tion,  admit  fuch  a  conclufion.  He 
could  not  perceive  why  fuch  officers 
might  not  be  in  as  fair  a  fituation 
to  be  promoted  to  vacancies  as  if 
employed  in  any  other  way  ;  he 
would  not,  however,  prefs  his 
propofition  then ;  but  unlefs  he 
fhouid  underftand  it  to  be  the  in¬ 
tention  of  government  to  adopt 
fome  fuch  regulation,  he  would 
bring  it  forward  again  hereafter. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
repeated  and  enforced  the  objections 
made  by  Mr,  Yorke.  The  num¬ 
ber 
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ber  of  officers  required  for  all  the 
volunteers,  he  faid,  would  be 860, 
which  would  be  eight  from  each 
battalion  of  the  regular  army.  He 
allowed,  however,  that  the  houfe 
was  indebted  to  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  for  his  fuggeflion, 
as  well  as  for  that  refpe&ing  ad¬ 
jutants,  which  had  been  adopted, 
and  produced  much  good  effect. 
Another  fuggeftion  ot  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  alfo  for  bri¬ 
gading  fmall  corps,  under  generals 
from  the  regular  forces,  was  likely 
to  be  attended  with  much  benefit. 

Mr.  Windham  regretted  that 
his  opinions  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 
volunteers  fhould  be  fo  diametri¬ 
cally  oppoftte  to  thefe  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Pitt,  with 
whom  he  fo  generally  agreed  ;  but 
he  confidered  that  Mr.  Pitt  might 
probably  be  led  aftray  by  confider- 
ing  too  much  as  a  general  example 
the  corps  of  Cinque-port  volun¬ 
teers,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  the 
command.  His  right  honourable 
friend  had  at  once  his  own  perfonal 
powers,  his  general  authority  in  the 
country,  and  the  authority  of  his 
high  provincial  office.  Pie  had  a 
people  to  deal  with  rendered  trac¬ 
table  by  a  more  immediate  ex- 
pofure  to  the  danger,  and  animated 
with  fomething  ot  a  peculiar  cha¬ 
racter,  and  peculiar  duties.  For 
his  part,  he  muft  confefs,  that  the 
.notions  which  he  entertained,  and 
the  conclufions  which  he  was  led 
to  draw,  were  altogether  different. 
He  muft  object  to  the  volunteer 
fyftem ;  firft,  as  being  very  ill 
adapted  to  the  principal  and  more 
immediate  purpofe  for  which  it  was 
wanted ;  as  increaftng  moft  ma¬ 
terially  the  difficulties  of  recruit¬ 
ing  the  array  ;  as  being  liable  to 

have  a  moft  injurious  inftuer.ee  on 
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the  character  and  condudl  of  the 
army  :  as  infringing  the  juft 
claims,  and  violating  the  reafon- 
able  feelings  of  military  men,  by 
confounding  thofe  diftinctions 
which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
excluftvely,  and  effecting  a  general 
depreciation  of  military  titles  and 
honours  ;  as  confounding  the  ranks 
and  gradations  in  civil  life,  while 
it  difturbed  and  deranged  the 
ordinary  functions  of  fociety  ;  and, 
laftly,  as  liable  to  become  a  fource 
of  great  future  political  danger, 
fuch  as  might  be  apprehended  al¬ 
ways,  from  great  bodies  of  armed 
men,  fubjeft  to  no  military  con- 
troul,  and  whofe  conftitution  at 
this  moment  was,  in  innumerable 
inftances,  precifely  that  which 
would  be  moft  likely  to  give  birth 
to  fuch  danger,  and  to  render  it 
formidable,  were  it  to  take  place. 
A  proof  of  this  he  would  give  to 
the  houfe  (imee  he  perceived  in 
fome  parts  expreftions  of  incre¬ 
dulity,)  by  producing  the  confti¬ 
tution  of  one  of  the  principal  corps 
in  this  city,  which  had  been  re¬ 
cently  furnifhed  to  him.  It  would 
appear  by  this,  that  the  corps  was 
governed,  not  by  officers  approved 
and  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  but 
by  committees  and  fuh-committees, 
fo  conftrudled,  as  that  it  might 
happen  continually  that  queftions 
the  moft  important  to  the  proceed¬ 
ings  and  well  being  of  the  corps, 
might  be  decided  by  the  quorum,  in 
which  there  fnould  be  ftx  privates 
to  one  officer.  Any  thing  more 
completely  democratieal,  or  better 
fupplied  with  all  the  apparatus 
ufually  provided  for  fuch  purpofes, 
could  not  have  been  furnifhed  by 
any  of  the  dealers  in  conftitutions 
to  be  found  in  the  correfponding 
fociety,  A  more  mifehievous  thing 
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could  not  well  be  conceived,  than 
to  let  loofe,  among  the  army,  a 
wild  fpirit  of  {peculation,  limilar 
to  that  which  was  fo  fatally  opened 
at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war 
by  the  meafure  of  railing  men  for 
rank,  and  to  put  half  the  officers 
of  the  army  upon  feeking  advance¬ 
ment  in  their  profeffion,  not  by 
foreign  fervice,  not  by  profeflion- 
al  {kill,  not  by  a  ft  rift  difcharge  of 
their  regimental  duties,  nor  by  the 
approbation  and  good-wili  of  their 
commanders,  but  by  intereft  and 
recommendation  among  the  colo¬ 
nels  (or  committees),  of  volunteer 
corps.  A  long  communication 
with  troops,  who  with  appear¬ 
ances  the  fame  were,  in  habits,  no¬ 
tions,  conftitufion  and  praftices, 
fo  widely  at  variance  with  all  that 
was  military,  might  in  time  pro¬ 
duce  an  effeft  even  on  the  regular 
army.  He  would  not  dilate  upon 
this  danger  ;  but  advert  to  an  ef¬ 
feft  ;  which,  though  of  a  lefs 
alarming,  perhaps  lefs  important 
nature,  was  not  undeferving  of 
confideration,  viz.  the  i.mmenfe 
depreciation  which  thefe  inftitu- 
tions  muft  produce  in  the  value  of 
military  titles  and  honours  ;  ho¬ 
nours  which  were,  heretofore,  con¬ 
fined  to  military  men,  but  were 
now  lavifhed  among  perfons,  hav¬ 
ing  no  pretenfions  to  that  charafter. 
Formerly,  he  who  bore  the  title 
of  captain,  or  colonel,  could  be  no 
other  than  a  man  belonging  to  an 
honourable  profeffion,  who,  if  not 
in  the  prime  of  life,  muft,  proba¬ 
bly,  have  been  an  aftor  in  fcenes, 
which  every  one  would  be  glad  to 
have  fhared  in ;  and  have  dis¬ 
played  qualities,  which  thofe  who 
molt  felt  to  poffiefs  them,  would 
/till  be  happy  to  have  evinced  by 
trial.  Whether  the  lofs  of  this 
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diftinftion  had  excited  any  regret 
on  the  part  of  the  army,  was  more 
than  he  could  pretend  to  fay. 
\  ery  poffibly  it  had  not  ;  though 
the  effefts  in  time  would  not  be. 
the  lefs  felt.  Eut  that  the  dif¬ 
tinftion  was  in  faft  loft,  could  be 
no  longer  matter  of  difpute.  A 
witty  lady  of  the  laft  age,  the 
mother  of  a  venerable  marquis, 
equally  diftinguifhed  for  his  talents, 
was  reported  to  have  faid,  upon 
fome  great  creation  of  peers,  that  (he 
was  afraid  to  fpit  out  of  her  win¬ 
dow,  left  what  fell  at  the  moment 
fnoukl  happen  to  light  upon  a  peer. 
A  fimilar  apprehenfion  might  be 
felt  in  the  prefent  circumftances  re- 
fpefting  officers.  There  could  not 
be  a  company  affiembled  of  half  a 
dozen  perfons,  in  which  the  chance 
was  not,  that  one  of  the  number 
was  an  officer.  Thefe  were  fome 
of  the  objections  to  the  volunteer 
fyftem,  as  it  refpefted  the  army* 
But  its  effefts  on  the  community 
at  large  were  far  from  inconfider- 
able.  It  was  attended  with  great 
expenfe  :  it  created  much  indi¬ 
vidual  embarraffment ;  it  mixed  in 
a  manner  by  no  means  defirable, 
the  feveral  ranks  and  orders  of  fo- 
ciety  :  it  difturbed,  to  a  degree 
highly  incommodious,  many  of  the 
funftions  of  common  life ;  and 
would  do  fo  yet  further,  if  the  plan 
was  purfued  of  giving  to  thefe 
corps  a  ftill  more  regular  confif- 
tency.  Mr.  Windham  alfo  decried 
the  mode  of  military  inftruftion 
applied  to  the  volunteers,  on  which 
fubjeft  he  confidered  the  illuftra- 
tion  of  Mr.  Fox  with  refpeft  to 
learning  a  language  absolutely 
conclufive,  and  he  infilled  on  the- 
bad  effeft  of  the  exemptions,  which, 
whatever  good  faith  might  require 
as  to  the  volunteers  already  in- 

rolled. 
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rolled,  flhould  on  no  account  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  thofe  who  might  enter  at 
any  future  period. 

Mr.  Erikine,  while  he  declared 
his  fatisfaftion  at  the  fentiments 
expreffed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  cenfurecT 
Mr.  Windham  for  the  vain  and 
fplenetic  criticifms  he  had  uttered 
on  the  volunteers.  Did  he  refleft 
upon  the  probable  confequences  of 
his  conduid  ?  or  did  he  mean  to 
utter  opinions  in  that  houfe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  encourage  others  to  puhlifh 
out  of  it  the  fame  opinions,  and 
tvrite  in  fupport  of  them  ?  Being 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Windham, 
Mr.  Erfkine  re-affirmed  that  great 
mifchief  was  likely  to  refult  from 
the  publication  of  that  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman's  opinions,  and 
added,  that  any  man  who  (hould 
dare  to  print  what  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  faid,  would 
be  guilty  of  a  mifdemeanour.  Mr. 
Windham,  he  faid,  corifidered  the 
volunteers  as  an  armed  democracy  ; 
how  could  it  be  an  armed  demo¬ 
cracy,  when  it  confided  of  all 
ranks  of  men,  and  fome  of  the 
greated  and  mod  opulent  men  in 
the  country,  all  of  whom  received 
vommiffions  from  the  crown.  He 
extolled  the  voluntary,  as  highly 
preferable  to  the  compulfory  fer- 
vice,  and  thought  volunteers  might 
eafily  attain  a  fate  of  difcipline 
amply  diffident  for  all  purpofes  re- 
quifite.  “  With  regard  to  another 
point, Mr. Erikine  proceeded,  “it 
does  not  firike  me  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  profeffion  will  be  at  all  in¬ 
jured  by  this  fydem.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  volunteer  corps  have  no 
permanent  rank  ;  though  they  have 
the  titles  of  colonel,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  captain,  and  lieutenant, 
they  are  merely  to  give  refpeft, 
and  confer  no  rank.  J  (hould 


think,  that  fo  far  from  tnefe  titles! 
giving  offence  to  gentlemen  of  the: 
profeffion,  the  army  mud  feel  the:j 
greated  fatisfadion  at  the  idea,  that 
indead  of  not  being  well  fupported, 
in  Read  of  having  their  front  to  the 
enemy,  anddifadectionin  their  rear, 
they  are  furrounded  by  the  whole 
country,  affording  them  every  af¬ 
fiance  they  can  require  ;  for  let 
me  a  Ik,  what  would  our  army, 
brave  as  it  is,  do,  if  columns  of  the 
enemy  were  to  land  in  Devonfhire, 
Sufl'ex,  Hampfhire,  and  other  coun¬ 
ties  at  the  fame  time  ?  Could  a 
regular  army  flop  their  progrefs 
without  infinite  mifchief  ?  Is  it 
not  then  of  advantage  to  have  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  not  a 
low  rabble,  but  in  all  their  gra¬ 
dations,  voluntarily  armed  in  aid 
of  the  army,  their  officers  accept¬ 
ing  their  commiffions  from  the 
crown,  and  much  of  this  force  act¬ 
ing  without  receiving  any  emolu¬ 
ment  whatever.  I  am  ready  to 
admit  that  great  evils  may  attend 
this  fyflem,  but  while  you  have 
fuch  an  enemy,  with  fuch  a  popu¬ 
lation,  with  fuch  arms,  and  with 
fuch  a  determination  to  defray 
this  couutry,  it  is  the  bed  means 
of  defence  that  can  be  reforted  to. 
The  great  object  of  the  volunteer 
fydem  is,  that  the  men  may  ac¬ 
quire,  not  the  fame  difcipline  as  the 
regular  army,  not  the  fame  fteadi- 
nefs,  not  the  fame  experience,  not 
the  fame  firmnefs,  but  at  lead  add 
to  the  fpirit  and  feeling  of  foldiers, 
that  regularity  acquired  by  Cen¬ 
dant  habits  of  difcipline,  which  is 
neceffary  to  enable  them  to  give 
efficient  fupport  to  the  arm y.”  Mr. 
Erikine  thought  that  if  the  intent 
oi  encouragiag  the  volunteers  had 
been  to  fuperfede  or  difcountenance 
tke  regular  forces,  nothing  could. 

have 
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Fave  been  more  blameable,  but 
raifed  and  inftrufted  as  they  were, 
he  flipuld  confider  it  the  greateft 
poffi'ole  calamity  if  the  volunteers 
were  to  relax  their  diligence,  and 
not  do  every  thing  to  accomplifh 
themfelves  for  the  important  duties 
they  had  undertaken  to  perform. 

Mr.  Courtenay  declared,  that 
he  never  heard  fuch  an  extravagant 
fpeech  from  Mr.  Windham,  even 
when  he  was  a  minifter,  as  he  had 
delivered  this  evening  ;  men  fef- 
dom  improved  in  extravagance 
after  they  had  been  deprived  of 
power  •,  but  fuch  feemed  to  be  his 
cafe.  In  his  fentiments  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  volunteers,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  after  a  great  variety  of 
diftindtions  and  fuper-.diftinftions, 
his  objedl  was  to  depreciate  that 
force,  of  whom  two  of  the  moll 
fkilful  and  gallant  officers  in  the 
Britilh  fervice,  had  fpoken  in  the 
higheft  terms  of  praife  ;  the  one 
Lord  Hutchinfon,  dating  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  they  would  overwhelm  a 
French  army,  if  dire&ed  to  a  vi¬ 
gorous  and  prompt  attack  ;  and 
the  obfervation  of  Lord  Moira  to 
the  Scotch  volunteers,  was  well 
known.  What,  he  would  a  Ik, 
wou'd  the  right  honourable  «;en.. 
tlernan  propofe  to  do  with  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  ?  Would  he  have  them 
quit  being  volunteers  in  order  to 
make  peafantry  ot  them  ?  And  how 
would  he  provide  a  force  to  de- 
fesd  the  country  ?  Mr.  Courtenay 
bantered  Mr.  Windham  on  his  hof- 
tiliiy  to  volunteers,  while  he  was 
afpiring  to  be  a  colonel  in  a  corps 
of  that  defcription.  However,  he 
concluded,  let  the  right honourable 
gentleman  change  as  he  may,  I 
lhall  continue  to  efteem  the  volun¬ 
teers,  among  whom  I  fhall  be 
happy  to  enrol  myfeif;  and,  as 
Vou.  XLVI.  or  Vo l •  IV.  Ne 


the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
Mr.  Pitt,  has  fo  well  trained  a 
corps  under  his  command,  I  would 
be  glad  to  enter  into  his  fervice.  I 
have  ferved  for  many  years  as  a 
private  in  the  ranks  again#  him, 
and  now  I  am  ready,  if  the  French 
fhould  attempt  to  approach  our 
fhores,  to  offer  him  my  fervices, 
and  hope  he  wall  accept  of  them. 

Dr.  Laurence  fupported  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Windham,  and  ri¬ 
diculed  the  veri’atility  of  Mr. 
Frlkine,  who  fpoke  now  quite  in 
an  oppofite  drain  from  that  which 
he  held  in  the  laft  war.  He  con¬ 
demned  the  ideas  of  military  obe¬ 
dience  which  the  volunteer  corps 
had  formed.  Some  of  them  en¬ 
gaged  to  obey  all  lawful  commands 
of  their  officers,  referving  of  courfe 
to  themfelves  the  right  of  judging* 
the  legality,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  foreign  to  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  foldier. 

The  attorney -genera]  was  per- 
fuaded  that  Mr.  Windham  was  one 
of  the  laft  in  the  houfe,  who  would 
ufe  any  curious  expreffions  in  ar¬ 
gument  for  the  fake  of  an  advan¬ 
tage,  or  who  would  wifh  to  give 
our  enemies  any  fuch,  or  any  other 
advantage  whatever  ;  but  he  had 
frequently  had  occafion  to  feel, 
that  his  views  of  things  that  came 
under  his  confideration,  and  the 
confequent  manner  in  which  lieex- 
preffed  himfelf,  had,  although  not 
fo  intended  by  him,  a  tendency  to 
the  great  difadvantage  of  the 
country.  If  the  volunteers  were 
not  fuch  a  force  as  the  houfe  could 
defire,  could  this  fort  of  language 
beufefol?  On  the  contrary,  was 
it  not  moft  prejudicial  ?  The  ef¬ 
fect  ol  the  argument  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  to  de¬ 
grade  the  volunteers  in  their  own 
w  Series.  [//J  eyes* 
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eyes.  He  did  not  fay  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fo  to  do,  but  it  was  the 
tendency,  and  if  affented  to,  wouid 
be  the  effeCt  of  his  obfervations. 
Could  they  have  any  fuch  confi¬ 
dence,  if  the  language  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  of  thefe  who  had  encouraged 
them  to  come  out  for  the  fervice  of 
their  country,  was  to  be  on  the 
model  of  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  parliament  was  to  fay 
to  them — At  bell  you  will  be 
little  better  than  a  rabble  ;  you 
may  depend  upon  it,  no  ufeful  fer¬ 
vice  can  be  expeCted  from  you.’* 
After  noticing  with  great  good 


humour  fome  of  the  objections 
made  to  the  regulations  of  the  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps,  on  their  being  im¬ 
pediments  to  recruiting,  on  their 
tending  to  a  confufion  of  rank,  and 
fome  other  fubjects,  the  Attorney 
General  concluded  bv  obfervino-, 
that  if  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  had  no  plan  inffead  of  this 
fyftem  of  the  volunteer  corps,  he 
would,  upon  reflection,  perhaps, 
doubt  the  wifdom  of  the  oppofition 
he  gave  it. 

The  refolutions  of  the  committee 
were  adopted  by  the  houfe  without 
alteration. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Rebates  on  a  Bill  for  explaining  and  amending  the  Adis  relating  to  Volunteers; 
Speech  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  on  introducing  it;  Mr .  Cur  wen  ;  Speech 
of  Mr.  Windham  o?i  the  Third  Reading  ;  Mr.  Hiley  Addington  ;  other 
Members;  Mr.  Yorke;  Dr.  Laurence ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer.  Debate  in  the  Hcuje  of  Lords  ;  the  Earl  cf  Suffolk  ;  Lord  Gren - 
ville  ;  Anfwer  of  Minifers  ;  Bill  amended  and  paffed.  Bank  Refir  iciion 
Bill;  brought  in  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  %  Obfervations  of 
Mr.  Jekyll  on  the  hoarding  of  Specie  ;  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ; 
Speech  of  Lord  Dingy  who  propofes  an  Amendment ;  Anfwer  of  Lord 
Hawkejbury  ;  Amendment  rejected ;  Obfervations  of  Lord  Grenville  on 
the  I  fine  of  Bank  and  Private  Paper  ;  anfwered  by  Lord  Hawkejbury  ; 
the  Bill  pajfes.  Bank  of  Ireland  Reft  rift  ion  Bill;  Obfervations  of  Lord 
Archibald  Hamilton  ;  Mr.  Carry  ;  Maiden  Speech  of  Lord  Henry  Betty  ; 
Speeches  of  Mr.  Refer;  Mr.  H.  Thornton;  Lord  Cajllereagh  ;  and 
Mr.  Alexander ,  renewed  Converfation  «n  the  Motion  for  a  Third  Read¬ 
ing  ;  Motion  by  Mr ,  Fcfer  for  a  Committee  ;  his  Statements  on  the  Ex¬ 
change ,  and  Coinage  in  Ireland ;  f up  ported  by  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  ; 
Obfervations  of  Mr.  Carry ,  ford  Caflercaghy  Mr.  Dicky  and  Sir  John 
Viewport;  Lord  Henry  Petty  \  Mr.  Fox ;  Motion  granted.  Progrefsof 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  Ref  ri  St  ion  Bill  in  the  Hovfe  of  Lords  ;  Speech  of 
Lord  King;  Short  View  of  the  Debate  ;  Amendment  prepofed  in  the  Com¬ 
mittee  ;  negatived.  Motion  ref  belting  the  Payment  of  I  rijh  Salaries  in 
England  at  par3  by  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  ;  Summary  of' the  Argu¬ 
ments  in  flip  port  of;  and  againfl  the  Motions  ;  Reply  ;  the  Order  of  the  Day 
carried  on  a  Divifion.  Bill  for  confolidatiug  the  Lrijb  Duties, 


loth 

Dec* 


WHILE  thefe  mea-  tary  Yorke  moved  for  leave  to 
fures  were  pending  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 

in  parliament,  Mr,  Score-  the  aCls  of  the  42  and  ^3  Geo.  III. 
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fo  far  as  they  related  to  the  ex¬ 
emptions  to  be  enjoyed  by  volun¬ 
teers.  Difficulties,  he  obferved, 
exifted  in  the  interpretation  of 
thcfe  ftatutes,  and  the  bill  which 
*he  meant  to  prefer  would  go  only 
to  regulate  the  exemptions.  Some 
other  points  required  explanation, 
and  it  might  perhaps  be  neceffary 
to  go  into  an  entire  review  of  the 
volunteer  fyftem,  to  correct  and 
ftremnhen  it ;  but  as  this  fhould  not 

O  * 

be  done  haftily,  but  with  mature 
:co nii deration,  he  thought  it  better 
to  defer  it  till  after  the  recefs. 
The  object  of  the  bill  was.,  to  re¬ 
gulate  with  precilion  the  form  of 
return  which  fhould  entitle  volun¬ 
teers  to  their  exemptions.  The 
former  of  the  afts  to  be  explained 
and  amended,  being  paffed  in 
time  of  peace,  required  only  five; 
days  attendance  to  give  an  ex¬ 
emption,  but  as  it  would  be  ob¬ 
vious  to  the  houfe,  that  a  longer 
.attendance  would  be  neceii'ary  in 
time  of  war,  and  particularly  in 
fuch  a  war  as  the  prefent,  he  pro- 
pofed,  that  twenty-four  daysfnouid 
be  required  of  the  infantry,  and 
twelve  of  the  cavalry. ’* 

The  bill  was  brought  in  and 
read  a  firff  time  without  oppofitiop, 
the  principal  obfervations  being 
made  by  Mr.  Curvyen,  who  re¬ 
gretted  tffiit  meafures  were  not  al¬ 
ready  prepared  to  enforce  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  tjie  fervice  of  the  vo¬ 
lunteers.  The  danger  was,  that 
many  of  them  as  foon  as  the  pre¬ 
fent  ballot  was  over,  would  attend 
no  longer,  aud  thus,  being  loft  to 
the  militia  and  the  army  of  re- 
ferve,  would  be  loft  alfo  to  the  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps.  He  was  fure  too 
much  could  not  be  faid  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  principles  and  feelings  of 
the  volunteers  in  general.  But 
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though  an  ignominious  difcharge 
from  the  ranks  would  have  the 
fulled  effect  in  many  inftances,  it 
w«uld  not  in  all.  He  thought  it 
better  that  intoxication,  difor- 
derly  and  unfoldier-like  conduft, 
fhould  be  punifhed  by  a  fmall 
fine,  peremptorily  and  immedi¬ 
ately  enforced. 

In  the  Committee,  forae  ^  ^ 
difcufiion  arofe  on  the  terms 
i(  properly  armed  and  equipped, ” 
which  were  ufed  in  the  Bill,  and 
on  the  third  reading,  Mr.  , 
Windham  again  expreifed  I4ti° 
his  fentiments  on  topics  connected 
with  this  mode  of  national  de¬ 
fence.  He  intended,  he  faid,  to 
have  offered  his  obfervations  o.n 
the  report,  but  that  having,  with 
a  precipitancy,  unufuaf,  except  on 
urgent  occafions,  been  received 
immediately,  he  was  obliged  to 
urge  them  on  the  third  reading. 
The  very  Bill,  he  faid,  which 
miniflers  now  prefled  forward  fo 
unneceffarily,  arofe  from  that  hafly 
fpirit  of  legiflation,  which  left  in 
every  aft  doubts  and  ambiguities 
requiring  farther  afts  to  remove 
them.  The  amendment  he  in¬ 
tended  to  have .  propofed  was  no 
more  than  what  he  had  already 
urged  on  more  occafions  than  one  ; 
the  putting  a  flop  to  exemptions 
with  refpeft  to  thpfe  who  fhould 
enter  into  volunteer  corps  in  fu¬ 
ture.  To  abolifli  thofe  already 
fubfifting  was,  he  was  awgre, 
difficult,  and  might  perhaps  he 
impoffible.  Certainly  it  ought  npt 
to  be  attempted,  if  it  cpuld  not  be 
put  upop  a  footing  to  make  it  con¬ 
fident  with  good  faith.  But  the 
granting  fuch  exemptions  in  future, 
and  continuing  by  defign,  what 
had  got  a  place  in  the  fyflem  only 
by  chance,  and  againft  the  inten- 

[Bz]  tion 
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tier  of  its  authors,  was  a  proceed¬ 
ing  for  which  no  rational  motive 
could  be  affigned,  and  which,  to 
his  great  furprife  and  concern, 
made  part  of  the  prefect  Bill. 
While  ■  the  right  of  exemption 
produced!  the  effeCl,  on  the  one 
band,  of  defrauding  the  army,  the 
army  of  referve,  and  the  militia, 
by  contracting  the  population  from 
which  they  were  to  be  lupplied,  it 
eppreffed  the  whole  country,  and 
particularly  the  lower  orders,  to  a 
degree  the  moil  grievous,  and  by 
means  the  moil  intolerable  that 
were  ever  admitted  deliberately 
into  the  inftitutions  of  any  ftate. 
Mr.  Windham  then  cenfured,  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  power  veil¬ 


ed  in  the  commandants  of  corps, 
where  the  conftitution  of  them  was 
monarchial,  or  the  committees, 
where  it  was  democfaticai,  of  pro¬ 
nouncing  who  fliould,  and  who 
fhould  not,  be  entitled  to  exemp¬ 
tions.  This  fyftem,  he  laid,  would 
rank  hereafter  for  oppreffion  and 
abufe,  with  any  of  thofe  mod  fa- 
mous  in  hiftory  ;  with  the  difpenf- 
sng  power,  or  power  o  ’granting  in¬ 
dulgences.  Such  a  power  mull 
however  fomewnereexift,  fuppofing 
the  privilege  of  exemption  to  con¬ 
tinue*:  and  the  only  remedy  was, 
either  to  abolifh  exemptions,  or  to 
abolifh  volunteer  corps.  Tt  feemed 
hardly  poffibie  to  correct  the  evil 
by  regulation,  Mr,  Windham 
alfo  renewed  his  objections  to  the 
volunteer  fyftem,  as  impeding  other 
branches  of  the  fervice,  by  locking 
up  fo  great  a  portion  of  population. 
In  anfwer  to  feme  arguments  ufed 
by  the  friends  of  the  miniftry  in 
former  debates  on  this  fubjeft,  he 
contended,  that  if  the  recruiting 
kept  up  to  nearly  its  former  a- 


JPPwnt,  there  muft  have  been  fome- 


thing  to  counteract  the  effeCt  of 
thefe  impediments ;  and  this  fome- 
thing  it  was  not  difficult  to  find. 

It  was  a  Hate  of  war  ;  it  was  the 
threat  of  invafion  ;  it  was  the  fti- 
mulus  of  the  compulfory  fervice  ; 
the  difeharge  of  numbers  ol  work¬ 
men  in  confequence  of  temporary 
checks  to  trade  ;  the  general  mili¬ 
tary  fpirit,  that  filled  and  animated 
every  part  of  the  country.  Thefe 
circumilances  were  of  force  fuffi, 
cient  to  uphold,  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree,  the  recruiting  fervice,  even 
in  fpite  of  the  caufes  which  tended 
to  deprefs  and  to  annihilate  it. 
How  far  might  they  not  have  car¬ 
ried  it,  had  there  been  nothing  on 
the  other  fide  to  counteract  their 
effects  ?  He  alfo  infilled  that  vo¬ 
lunteering  muft,  in  time,  fail 
through  failure  of  the  fubfeription 
funds.  Unle-fs  parliament  greafed 
the  wheels,  the  machine  muft  foon 
ftand  ft  ill.  He  wifhed,  therefore, 
that  before  that  time,  gentlemen 
would  be  prepared  with  their 
opinions  on  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
xneafure,  would  confider  how  far 
the  objections  were  valid  ;  how 
far  the  parts  objected  to  might  be 
corrected  or  got  rid  of ;  and,  fail¬ 
ing  of  that,  whether  the  whole 
fyftem  would  not  require  to  be  new 
call,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  pof- 
fihly,  to  be  done  away. 

A  long  and  fpirited  debate  en- 
fued,  in  which  Mr.  Hiley  Adding¬ 
ton,  alter  noticing  Mr.  Windham’s 
inclination  to  have  the  laft  word 
on  the  iubjeCt  of  volunteers,  ac- 
cufed  him  and  his  affociates  of  al¬ 
ways  drawing  their  arguments 
from  the  folitarv  infhnce  of  the 

J 

metropolis.  The  fuhfcriptions  in 
the  country  would  not  foon  be  ex- 
haufted,  for  in  many  places  none 
were  formed,  I,'1  fa  id  Mr, 

Hilej 
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Hiley  Addington,  ((  can  allure 
the  houfe,  as  one  inftance,  that, 
toward  the  formation  of  a  large 
corps  which  I  have  the  honour  and 
happinefs  to  command,  there  has 
been  no  fubfcription  at  all.  The 
men  were  actually  clothed  out  of 
the  allowance  made  bv  stovern- 

i  o 

ment,  with  a  very  inconfiderable 
addition ;  and  I  feel  a  pride  in 
dating,  that  not  thefmalleft  objec¬ 
tion  has  been  made  by  one  indi¬ 
vidual  to  clothing  of  that  descrip¬ 
tion.  It  was  not  cloth  at  forty 
Shillings  a  yard,  to  he  fure,  but 
the  corps  was  extremely  contented, 
and  v/ere  not  quite  of  an  unfoldier- 
like  appearance.  Where  there 
have  been  fubfcriptions,  I  conceive, 
they  were  directed  principally  to 
this  objeCfc,  and  I  am  therefore  at 
a  lofs  to  imagine  how  government 
need  apprehend,  even  in  the  molt 
diftant  perfpe&ive,  that  a  call  will 
be  made  on  the  public  purfe  to  afford 
any  afliftance,  efpecially  as  it  was 
generally  underilood  that  the 
clothing  was  to  laid  three  years.5’ 
The  high  price  paid  to  fubftitutes 
in  the  army  of  referee  was  alfo,  he 
contended,  confined  to  the  metro¬ 
polis  ;  and  committees  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  affairs  of  the  corps  were 
alfo  to  be  found  in  the  fame  centre. 
This  plan,  he  admitted,  was  a 
bad  one,  and  nothing  fhould  induce 
him  to  command  fuch  a  corps,  or 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  He 
declared  his  aflonifhment  at  feme 
of  the  arguments  which  had  been 
ufed.  “  People,”  he  faid,  i(  can¬ 
not  comprehend,  poflerity  will 
Scarcely  believe,  that  in  a  moment 
fo  unparalleled,  one  individual 
could  be  found,  who  would  gravely 
.  aflfert,  that  400,000  Britons  in 
arms  were  not  only  doing  no  good, 
but  were  even  injurious  to  the  in- 
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tereks  and  defence  of  the  country. 

J 

If  real  danger  fhould  prefect  it- 
felf,  what  may  not  be  expected 
from  men,  animated  with  one  fpi- 
rit,  fired  with  an  unexampled  una¬ 
nimity,  to  take  arms  in  defence  of 
a  monarch,  whom  they  love,  of  a 
confutation  which  they  revere,  of 
an  independence  which  they  che- 
rifh,  and  for  the  protection  of 
every  thing  that  can  be  valuable 
and  precious  to  them  as  men  and  as 
Eng  l  ilk  men. 55 

Mr.  Alderman  Price  explained 
feme  particulars  refpeCting  the  fub- 
feriprions  in  the  city  of  .London; 
Colonel  Cranfurd,  Sir  William 
Young,  Mr.  Caltraft,  and  Mr, 
Giles,  each  repeated  forne  of  the 
objections  already  noticed  in  for¬ 
mer  debates  to  particular  circum- 
ftances  connected  with  the  levy  of 
volunteers,  without,  however, 
condemning  the  whole  fyftem. 

In  anfwer  to  a  remark  by  Mr, 

J 

Calcraft,  which  appeared  to  imply* 
fome  want  of  patriotifm  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit  in  London,  Mr.  Yorke 
obferved,  that  from  one  inftance 
which,  came  within  his  own  know¬ 
ledge,  that  infinuation  would  not 
appear  to  apply.  When  he  was 
fecretary  at  war,  an  offer  was 
made  to  him  by  the  Drapers* 
company  of  London,  immediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  to  raife  2®o  or  300  men  for 
the  public  fervice,  to  be  attached 
to  any  regiment  of  the  line 
which  government  might  think 
proper.  This  propofal  he  fub. 
m  it  ted  to  the  confide  rat  ion  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York  arid  General  He  wit,  and  it 
was  the  opinion  of  ihofe  high  au¬ 
thorities,  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
prudent  to  accede  to  it,  becaufe  as 
this  refpeCtable  and  wealthy  com- 
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pany  had  not  the  means,  through 
their  own  influence  and  connex¬ 
ions,  to  raife  the  number  of  men 
fpecified,  the  probability  was,  that 
they  would  offer  fuch  high  boun¬ 
ties  as  would  interfere  with,  and  do 
much  injury  to,  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  recruiting  for  the  regular  army. 
This  initance  he  mentioned  merely 
as  an  anfwer  to  the  ftatement,  that 
the  city  of  London  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  forward  to  contribute  to 
the  public  defence  :  and,  he  had 
no  doubt,  had  the  offer  he  de¬ 
fer  i.  bed  been  accepted,  that  many 
others  of  a  limilar  nature  would 
have  been  made. 

Dr.  Laurence,  in  fupporting  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  Wmdham,  ac¬ 
cused  minifters  and  their  fiipport- 
ers  of  endeavouring  to  calumniate, 
and  run  down  the  characters  of 
thofe  men  who  had  the  hone.fty  and 
the  boldnefs  to  deliver  their  candid 
fentiments  in  opposition  to  their 
Hieafures,  regardlefs  of  that  tem¬ 
porary  popularity  which  minifters 
were  fo  anxious  to  obtain  from 
gratifying  the  whim  of  the  mo¬ 
ment,  without  looking  to  future' 
refults.  Of  this  illiberal  difpo- 
fition,  to©  many  inftances  had  been 
given’with  refpedf  to  the  conduct 
of  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Windham),  the  purity  of 
whole  motives  no  man  could  quef- 
tlon,  and  the  abilities  of  whofe 
mind  even  his  adverfaries  were 
forced  to  acknowledge;  but  yet 
he  was  the  fubjeft  of  much  un- 
deferved  cenfure,  and  extremely 
culpable  mifreprefentation.  It  was 
aiferted  that  Mr.  Windham  was  un¬ 
popular;  the  fadl  was  not  fo  ;  but 
if  it  were,  popularity  or  its  oppo- 
fite  could  form  no  motive  with  a 
man  who  judged  rightly  for  doing 
©r  abftaining  from  that  which  he 


thought  to  be  his  duty.  No  fac¬ 
tional  man  would  wifh  to  render' 
himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  people, 
but  yet  no  intelligent  or  dignified 
ftatefman  would  fhrink  from  his 
purpofe  from  fear  of  unpopu¬ 
larity,  for  it  was  notorious  that 
the  people  were  too  apt  to  confult 
their  immediate  eafe,  and  but  fel- 
dom  to  look  to-  future  interefts, 
however  important.  Dr.  Lau¬ 
rence  then  reprobated  the  exiftence 
of  Committees  for  the  government 
of  military  bodies’,  and  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  bounties  given  to 
the  fubfli cutes  for  the  army  of  re- 
ferve,  he  could  fay,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  that  not  lefs  than  fifty 
guineas  were  offered  for  fubftitutes 
in  Middlefex.  A  man  was  known 
to  hold  a  paper,  parted  on  the  top 
of  a  pole,  at  Charing  Crofs,  with 
an  infeription  of  i(  50  guineas  for 
a  fubrtirute,”  and  one  hundred 
guineas  had  been  advertised  for  two 
fubftitutes  at  the  market  place  in 
Norwich.  The  learned  member 
concluded  with  accufing  minifters 
of  running  away  from  their  duty, 
and  declaring  that  he  rtiould  always 
feel  proud  of  having  adted  with  hist 
right  honourable  friend,  in  oppo- 
fitiorr  to  their  fyftem,  whatever 
animadverfion  might  be  made  upon 
him  in  that  houfe,  or  whatever  ca¬ 
lumnies  might  be  propagated  re¬ 
flecting  him  out  of  doors. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  noticed  the  charges  laid  on 
minifters  by  Dr.  Laurence,  name¬ 
ly,  that  they  had  defer  ted  their 
duties,  and  had  given  encourage¬ 
ment  to  a  fpirit  of  calumny  ;  but, 
to  whom  the  charge  of  dealing  in 
groundlefs  Hander  and  detra&iori 
moft  properly  applied,  he  wmuld 
leave  to  the  houfe  and  the  pub* 
lie  to  judge.  He  then  made  fome' 

ob&r* 
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observations  on  the  nature  of  po¬ 
pularity,  and  put  it  to  the  candour 
and  common  fenfe  of  the  houfe, 
whether,  in  their  proceedings, 
niinifters  were  in  the  lead  degree 
influenced  by  any  bafe,  unmanly, 
diihonourable  wifh  to  court  popu¬ 
larity,  and  whether  they  had,  in 
any  inftance,  (hewn  the  ftill  more 
dishonourable  wifh  to  detraft  from, 
or  calumniate,  any  member  for  the 
performance  of  his  duty  ?  For  him- 
felf  and  his  colleagues  he  could  fay, 
they  defpifed  a  practice  fo  illibe¬ 
ral  and  fo  vile,  and  he  was  equally 
certain  that  his  right  honourable 
relation  (Mr.  H.  Addington),  to 
whofe  words  fome  allufion  had 
been  made,  would  contemn  any 
thine  like  it.  That  minifters  had 
attempted  to  traduce  the  character 
even  of  thofe  who  condemned  in- 
difcriminately  every  meafure  that 
they  had  taken  ft  nee  their  accef- 
fion  to  his  Majefty’s  confidence, 
ivas  an  unfounded  accufation  ;  but 
that  they  complained  of  Mr. 
Windham’s  condud,  was  an  un¬ 
doubted  faff.  They  complained 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
becaufe  he  reprobated  their  arrange¬ 
ments  refpe&ing  the  militia,  though 
that  body  was  conftituted  pre- 
cifely  as  it  exifted  when  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  in  ofhce. 
They  complained  of  him,  becaufe 
he  called  forth  all  his  efforts  to  de¬ 
cry  the  fyftem  of  the  volunieers, 
although  it  was  no  deviation  from 
that  which  prevailed,  when  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  in 
office  :  but  he  now  feemed  to  pre¬ 
fer  an  armed  peafantry.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman,  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  volunteers,  had  always 
argued  as  if  minifters  looked  to 
that  body  as  every  thing,  while 
they  regarded  it  only  as  an  im¬ 


portant  ingredient  in  the  public 
force.  Our  fecurity  materially 
depended  on  the  diverfified  con- 
ftru&ion  of  our  national  army,  and 
in  a  country  like  ours,  it  would  be 
impoiTible  to  array  in  a  regular  ar¬ 
my,  any  very  cdnfiderable  portion 
of  the  population  ;  becaufe  it  would 
be  inconfident  with  tlieir  induftry 
and  their  habits,  and  injurious  to 
the  vital  intereffs  of  the  nation. 
The  mintfterthen  recapitulated  the 
ftateof  the  military  force,  noticing 
its  pad  and  probable  increafe,  and 
cited  it  as  a  triumphant  anf'wer  to 
the  outcry  raifed  refpe&ing  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country. 

The  bill  thus  fltenu-  . 
oufty  oppofed  in  the  Houfe  1  fl<> 
of  Commons,  did  not  pafs  the 
upper  houfe  without  anitnadver- 
fion.  On  the  fecond  reading, 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk  profeffed  himfelf 
a  friehd  of  the  volunteer  fyders, 
which  he  thought,  if  well  regu¬ 
lated  and  applied,  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  of  the  mod  effential  fervice 
to  the  country.  He  fuppofted  this 
obfefvation,  by  citing  as  an  in¬ 
dance,  the  corps  raifed  in  the  part 
of  the  country  where  he  refided* 
commanded  by  his  fon,  and  dif- 
ciplined  under  his  own  infpeftion. 
After  eighteen  drills,  his  lordfhip 
faid,  they  had  attained  an  almoft 
incredible  degree  of  difeipline  and 
order  ;  they  were,  upon  the  whole, 
as  fine  a  body  of  men  as  he  would 
defire  to  fee,  and  he  would  as  cheer¬ 
fully  lead  them  againft  the  enerr.y^ 
as  the  brigade  of  guards  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  command  in 
America,  and  which  hadfo  greatly 
ftgnalHed  itfelf  in  that  country 
under  Lord  Cornwallis  and  other 
officers.  After  many  more  obfer- 
vations  in  favour  of  the  volunteer 
fyftem,  his  Lordfhip  proceeded  to 
[H  4]  raconou 
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recommend  the  formation  of  a  de¬ 
pot  in  fome  central  part  of  the 
kingdom  ;  Warwickfhire  appeared 
to  him  the  moft  eligible,  and  was 
expatiating  on  the  utility  of  the 
Mortella  tower,  and  offering  to 
read  a  letter  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
on  the  date  of  Ireland  :  but  fuch 
topics  appearing  quite  foreign  to 
the  fubje'ci  be!  ore  the  boufe,  he 
yielded  to  repeated  interruptions  on 
the  point  of  order. 

Lord  Grenville  then  made  his 
objections  to  the  bill.  He  declined 
offering  his  general  opinions  on  the 
volunteer  fyftem,  refer ving  them 
for  an  opportunity  which  he  in¬ 
tended  taking  foon  after  Chriftmas. 
He  complained,  however,  that  a 
meafure  fo  important  was  brought 
forward  at  a  period  fo  near  the  re- 

A 

cefs,  that  it  could  not  be  delibe- 
ratively  con  fide  red,  nor  fully  dif- 
cuffed.  It  would  have  been  better, 
inftead  of  thus  attempting  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  two  acts  of  the  la  ft  fef- 
fion,  if  minifters  had  repealed  the 
provifions  of  the  two  former  aCts 
with  regard  to  exemptions,  alto¬ 
gether,  and  moulded  the  whole 
into  a  new  bill.  The  prefent  plan 
would  impofe  a  talk  of  no  little 
difficulty  on  the  lords  lieutenants* 
deputy  lieutenants,  and  on  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  themfelves,  by  rendering 
it  neceffary  for  them  to  fearch  into 
three  aCfsy  (doubtful  in  their  mean¬ 
ing,  if  not  contradictory.  His 
lordfhip  then  noticed  fome  differ¬ 
ences  in  the  modes  of  exemption 
fyom  the  militia  and  the  army  of 
referve  ;  this  and  other  regulations 
refpeCting  returns,  placed  com¬ 
manding  officers  under  insurmount¬ 
able  difficulties.  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  his  lordfhip  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  bill  fhould  be  new 
modelled  in  the  committee,  fo  as 


to  apply  a  diflinCt  and  efficient  ft* 
medy  to  all  thefe  inconveniences. 
“  With  regard  to  the  volunteers- 
themfelves, 5 ’  Lord  Grenville  pro¬ 
ceeded,  “  it  is  a  fyftem  of  defence 
which  has  my  higheft  approbation. 

I  think  it  is  a  force  peculiarly  well 
calculated  for  this  country.  I  do 
not  mean  to  fay  it  ever  ought  to 
fuperfede  the  regular  army  ;  fuch  a 
fyftem  never  can  be  expedited  to- 
fupply  the  want  of  a  regular  force. 
But  as  an  aid  to  the  regular  army* 
I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  they 
will  be  of  the  moft  often  tial  advan¬ 
tage  ;  nay  more,  that  in  this  ca¬ 
pacity  they  will  perform  fervices 
which  a  regular  army  could  never 
execute.  But  the  fyftem  requires 
much  amendment,-  and,  while  I 
declare  my  approbation  of  it  in- 
genera!,  I  cannot  but  reprobate 
many  of  the  regulations  that  prevail 
among  a  great  part  of  the  volunteer 
corps.'  Their  government  by  com¬ 
mittees,  in  my  opinion,  ought  not 
to  be  tolerated,  nor  their  election 
of  their  own  officers.  If  thefe 
things  be  permitted  to  go  on,  al¬ 
though  the  evils  have  not  yet  been 
perceived  ;  if  commit  tees  and  ge¬ 
neral  meetings  are  to  affemble  for 
the  purpofe  of  debating,  the  fame 
dreadful  confequences  may,  fome 
time,  be  apprehended,  that  the 
volunteers  produced  in  France.5’ 

Some  of  Lord  Grenville’s  objec¬ 
tions  were  repeated,  and  enforced 
by  the  Earls  of  Romney  and  Darn- 
ley,  who  alfo  agreed  in  a  general 
approbation  of  the  volunteer  fyf¬ 
tem. 

Lord  Hobart  and  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury  anfwered  fome  of  the  com¬ 
plaints,  and  allured  the  boufe,  that 
it  was  in  the  ferious  consideration 
of  government,  and  every  practi¬ 
cable  opportunity  would  be  taken 
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io  meliorate  the  volunteer  fyftem, 
and  to  render  that  part  of  the  na¬ 
tional  force  as  efficacious  as  pof- 
fibie. 

^  On  the  third  reading  of 
5  ^  the  bill  fome  further  obfer- 
vations  were  made  on  its  details 
by  Earl  FitzwiUiam,  and  fame  al¬ 
terations  having  been  made,  a  new 
debate  on  points  of  order  was  main¬ 
tained  on  its  return  to  the  lower 
houfe,  but  at  length  the  amend¬ 
ments  were  agreed  to,  and  it  palled 
into  a  law. 

Another  fubjeCt  of  great  na¬ 
tional  importance  engaged  fome 
portion  of  the  attention  of  parlia-. 

,  ment  before  the  recefs.'  At 

L 1  an  early  period  or  thefeffion, 

0V  *  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  after  a  fnorr  fpeech,  in 
which  he  made  due  eulogiums  on  the 
governors  of  the  bank  for  not  having 
availed  itfelf  of  the  difpofitions  of 
the  exifting  act,  to  iffue  a  quantity 
ofpaper  exceeding  the  amount  of  its 
capital  ;  or  abufed  the  difcretion, 
which  a  meafure  effential  to  the 
public  welfare  neceffarily  left  them, 
for  private  ends,  moved,  “  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  con¬ 
tinue,  for  a  time  to  be  limited, 
the  reftri.Ction  on  the  iffiaes  of  cadi 
by  the  bank  of  England.” 

The  motion  was  not  oppofed 
but  Mr.  jekyli  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  reprobate  the  fhameful 
practice  of  hoarding  fpecie,  which, 
he  faid,  was  carried  to  an  exceffive, 
and  unpardonable  pitch,  at  a  time 
when  the  fituation  ol  affairs  re¬ 
quired  every  practicable  exertion 
for  the  general  good.  This  prac¬ 
tice,  he  faid,  was  fo  general, 
that  bankers  had  declared  they 
feared  a  privation-  ol  the  common 
means  of  giving  in  fpecie  the  frac¬ 
tional  parts  of  a  pound,  and  he  had 


feen  in  a  newfpaper  of  that  morn¬ 
ing,  fome  refolutions  of  a  refpec- 
table  corporation,  calculated  to 
meet  the  evil,  and  recommending 
the  acceptance  of  dollars  at  a  cer¬ 
tain  rate,  and  of  French  crowns 
and  half  crowns,  in  change.  Thefe 
cifcumltances  loudly  called  for  le¬ 
gislative  interference.  The  bill 
paffed  the  lower  houfe  without 
much  further  obfervation,  the  time 
for  its  duration  being  fixed  at  fix 

o 

months  after  the  ratification  of  a 

treaty  of  peace. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  . 

9  th 

Dec, 


when  the  bill  was  in  a 


committee,  Lord  King  ex- 

preffed  d'ifapprobation  and  fur- 

prize,  at  feeing  a  meafure  of  fo 

great  importance  treated  fo  much 

as  a  matter  of  courfe.  No  inquiry 

was  inftituled,  no  reafon  was  af- 

figned  for  palling  the  bill,  nor 

was  any  information  laid  before 
✓ 

the  houfe  to  prove  the  expediency 
of  perfevering  in  a  fyftem,  which 
violated  all  general  principles,  and 
could  only  be  juftified  by  the  molt 
urgent  neceffity.  He  did  not  give 
implicit  credit  to  the  moderation 
of  the  bank  as  afferted  by  in  ini  f- 
ters  and  the  partisans  of  that  cor¬ 
poration,  but  was  convinced,  that 
although  the  ahufe  had  not  been 
flagrant  or  exceffive,  the  bank  had 
yielded,  in  a  certain  degree,  to 
temptation,  and  extended  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  their  notes  beyond  the  pro¬ 
per  limits.  By  the  prefent  mea¬ 
fure,  the  intereft  of  the  bank;was 
put  in  oppofition  to  its  duty  ;  and 
in  fuch  a  competition  it  was  not 
difficult  to  conjecture  which  prin¬ 
ciple  was  likely  to  prevail  among 
a  commercial  body.  An  exceffive 
multiplication  of  bank  notes,  fo 
long  as  they  cannot  be  exchanged 
for  fpecie,  had  precifely  the  fame 

effect 
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effect  as  a  debafement  of  the  cur¬ 


rent  coin  ;  and  as  the  bullion  price 
of  diver  was  the  moil  accurate  teft 
of  the  puritv  of  the  coinage,  it 
w as  the  beft  ftandard  of  the  degree 
of  depreciation  produced  by  an  ex. 
ceffive  paper  currency.  Proceeding 
on, this  principle,  he  fhould  prepofe 
an  amendment  fo  the  bill,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  give  publicity  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  bank,  which  might 
operate  as  a  falutary  check  upon 
the  directors.  It  was  that  they 
fhould  be  obliged  to  publifh  quar¬ 
terly,  in  the  London  Gazette, 
during  the  period  of  the  reftri&ion, 
an  account  of  the  amount  of  their 
notes  in  circulation,-  on  the  25OI1  of 
each  of  the  three  preceding  months. 
By  comparing  the  amount  of  the 
notes  with"  tfce  bullion  price  of 
lilver,  and  the  ftate  of  foreign  ex¬ 
change,  the  public  would  be  en¬ 
abled  to  judge  at  the  time,  whe¬ 
ther  the  abufe  was  increafing  to 
any  pernicious  extent. 

Lord  Hawkefburv  anfwered  fe¬ 
deral  of  the  objections  of  Lord 
King,  and  refilled  his  propofed 
amendment  on  feveral  grounds  ; 
principally  as  it  was  inconhftent 
with  the  conduct  adopted  by  par¬ 
liament  on  former  occasions,  and  as 
it  would  tend  to  reflect  on  the  di¬ 
rectors,  a  body  who,  fo  far  from 
meriting  eenfure,  had  uniformly 
difeharged  the  trirfts  repofed  in 
them  with  prudence,  candour,  and 
circumfpeClion. 

The  amendment  was  negatived, 
but  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
being  moved.  Lord  Grenville  ob¬ 
tained  a  delay  of  a  few'  days,  as  he 
had  foine  obfer rations  to  offer, 
which  he  deemed  of  coniiderable 
importance. 

,  On  the  day  appointed, 
1  ^  his  lordlhip,  in  a  fpeech  of 
conflderable  length,  detailed  his 
©pinions  on  this  important  fubject. 


He  admitted,  on  the  whole,  thaf 
it  was  beft,  at  the  prefent  moment^' 
to  continue  the  bank  reftriefion  % 
but  this  was  not  a  ftep  to  be  taken 
with  indifference,  or  to  be  for¬ 
warded  as  a  matter  of  courfe 
through  its  various  ftaees  :  it  was, 
on  the  contrary,  a  great  evil  ;  ne- 
ccffary,  perhaps,  in  fuch  a  crifis  as 
the  prefent,  but  Well  worthy  of 
the  mold  ferious  attention  of  par¬ 
liament.  The  fundamental  prfn- 

ciole  of  all  governments  on  this 

1 

fubjeCt  ought  to  be,  that  credit 
and  circulation,  if  undifturbed  by 
legiflative  interference,  will  in¬ 
variably  find  their  own  leveL 
Whenever  any  temporary  purpofe 
(as  mull  fometinies  happen)  in¬ 
duces  a  departure  from  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  the  misfortune  i$,  that  the 
firft  deviation  too  commonly  leads 
to  the  neceffty  of  a  fecond,  and  fo 
necefiarily,  until  it  becomes  al- 
moft  impoffiblc  td  tread  back  the 
fame  fteps,  or  to  revert  to  the  only 
wife  fyftem  of  policy  on  the  fub- 
j eCt .  So  it  happened  in  this  cafe.- 
He  iliuftrated  this  propofition  by 
ftating  the  hiftory  of  the  prefent 
meafure,  which  originated  in  tem¬ 
porary  neceftity,  and  had,  contrary 
to  all  the  exDe&ations  at  firft  en- 

i 

tertained,  been  continued  till  the 
prefent  time.  He  was  afraid  that 
there  was  now  growing  up  in  this 
country  a  moft  miftaken  apathy  on 
the  fuhieCt.  Many  perfons  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  continuance  of  the 
reftriCtion  had  hitherto  produced 
no  inconvenience,  and  that  there' 
was  therefore  no  danger  in  pro¬ 
longing  it  a!  moft  indefinitely. 
Both  parts  of  this  opinion  were, 
he  thought,  extremely  erroneous. 
Much  evil,  he  was  perfuaded,  had 
already  been  produced  by  the 
meafure,  however  neceffary  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption  ;  and  every 

day’s 
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day’s  continuance  augmented,  in  a 
rapid  proportion,  both  the  extent 
of  the  evii  and  the  difficulty  ol  its 
removal.  That,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  this  meafure,  ©ur  paper 
circulation,  both  bank  and  private 
paper,  had  infinitely  increafed,  no 
man  was  ignorant.  The  power  of 
converting  paper  into  cafh  at  the 
will  of  the  holder,  was  the  only 
fafe  limitation  that  ever  could  ex- 
ift  upon  the  iffue  of  paper,  and,  if 
left  to  its  free  operation,  it  was  a 
limitation  that  might  fafely  be  re¬ 
lied  on.  All  other  limitations 
were  arbitrary,  depending  on  the 
uncertain  fpecnlations  of  individu¬ 
als  upon  points  which  no  fpecula- 
tions  ever  can  decide  with  accu¬ 
racy.  The  reftfain't  upon  the  bank 
muft  neceffarilv  o-ive  fome  increafed 

J  O 

Encouragement  to  the  iffue  of  pri¬ 
vate  paper,  becaufe,  for  private  pa¬ 
per,  cafh  might  legally  be  demanded ? 
for  bank  paper  it  ccould  not ; 
and  if,  by  thefe  or  any  other  means, 
the  proportion  of  private  paper  were 
much  increafed,  there  muff  ob- 
vioufly  be  lefs  room  for  the  circu¬ 
lation,  even  for  the  fame  quantity 
as  before,  of  bank  paper  j  and  there 
was  therefore  much  more  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  the  iffue  was  too 
large,  when  it  appeared  that  inftead 
of  remaining  at  the  fame  amount, 
the  quantity  of  bank  paper  had 
alfo  been  very  much  increafed. 
Paper,  he  faid,  now  formed, 
in  this  country,  the  principal  me¬ 
dium  of  circulation  between  man 
and  man,  not  as  formerly  in  com¬ 
mercial  tranfaflions  only,  but  in 
all  the  ordinary  dealings  of  life.” 
In  ordinary  times  fome  excefs 
might  take  place,  but  the  evil 
would  then  correft  itfelf.  The 
prefent  cafe  was  widely  different. 
We  were  called  upon  to  provide 


againft  the  danger  of  a  fudden 
alarm,  fuch  as  muft  arife,  if  a 
country  fa  long  unufed  to  the  tread 
of  a  hoftile  foot,  fliould  even  for 
the  fhorteft  interval  become  the 
theatre  of  war.  u  But/'  faid  his 
lord  (hip,  “we  are  providing  for 
the  fmaller  evil,-  and  feem  wholly 
indifferent  to  the  greater.  We 
are  guarding  againft  the  confe- 
quences  of  any  hidden  run  upon 
the  bank  in  a  moment  of  alarm,, 
but  we  take  no  confideration  of 
the  effeft  of  a  fimilar  alarm  on  that 
mafs  ©f  private  paper,  which  con- 
ftitutes  fo  much  larger  a  proportion 
of  the  circulati’  g  medium  of  the 
country.  The  liability  of  the 
bank  has  been  guaranteed  to  its 
creditors  by  repeated  parliamen¬ 
tary  examinations  ;  and  when  we 
reftrain  it  by  law  from  fulfilling 
its  engagements  with  them,  we 
have  given  a  frefh  pledge  of  public 
faith  that  they  fhall  fuffer  no  lofs 
by  that  provifion.  But  what  will 
be  the  cafe  with  private  paper  ? 
Let  the  houfe  represent  to  itfelf  the 
fituation  of  a  hank,  eftablifhed  per- 
haps  in  the  Very  town  to  be  firft 
attacked,  and  the  ftate  of  the  fur¬ 
rounding  diftrift,  whofe  circula¬ 
tion  confifts,  perhaps,  almoft  ex- 
clufively  of  that  paper.  What 
means  will  luch  a  bank  poffefs  to 
fatisfy  even  the  ordinary  demands 
upon  it !  How  much  would  thofe 
demands  in  fuch  a  cafe  be  in¬ 
creafed  ?  And  what  would  be  the 
ftate  of  fuch  a  diftrhft,  if  to  all 
other  evils  of  war  were  added  the 
Bidden  annihilation  of  its  whole 
circulating  medium 

His  lordfhip  then  adverted  to 
the  practice  which  was  fuppofed  to 
prevail,  of  hoarding  money,  and, 
far  from  concurring  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  voice  in  cenfuring  it,  treated 
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thefe  cenfures  as  proceeding  from 
the  fame  narrow  fource  of  ipifcon- 
ception  with  the  delufive  cry  a- 
ganft  foreftallers  and  monopo¬ 
lizers.  They hoards  thus  accumu¬ 
lated  would,  in  time  of  need,  be 
found  our  belt  fectiri ty  againft  the 
total  want  of  a  circulating  me- 
fdinm.  He  was,  therefore,  be¬ 
yond  meafiire,  aftonifhed  to  hear, 
that,  in  fame  other  place,  this 
conduct  in  perfons  of  iuch  a  de- 
feription  had  been  fpoken  of  as  a 
h  e  fubifft  of  reproach  and  cenfure  ; 
and  that  this  opinion  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  a  quarter  which  ought 
to  be  of  the  higheft  authority  in 
matters  of  this  nature.  Such  lan¬ 
guage  could  have  no  other  tendency 
in  this  cafe  (as  in  that  to  which  he 
had  already  likened  it)  than  to 
raife  popular  odium,  and  to  excite 
popular  tumult,  againft  men  who 
ufed  their  own  diferetion  m  dif- 
pofing  of  their  own  property.  En¬ 
deavours  to  prevent  this  practice 
could  only  augment  the  evil,  as 
was  the  cafe  in  the  Miffiffippi 
fcheme,  and  in  that  of  the  affig- 
nats,  in  both  which  ruinous  efforts 
had  been  made  to  limit  the  quantity 
of  fpecie  which  each  individual 
fhould  be  allowed  to  retain.  He 
had  no  fear,  however,  that  iuch  an 
attempt  would  be  made  in  this 
country,  where  the  wretched  po¬ 
licy  of  neglecting  needfary  pre¬ 
cautions,  for  fear  of  creating  juft 
alarm,  began  now  to  be  fufficiently 
underftood. 

“  Yet/’  his  lordfnip  proceeded, 
ii  by  the  prefect  bill,  while  we 
confefs  the  nature  of  the  danger, 
the  (lighted  glance  at  the  propor¬ 
tion  which  private  paper  bears  to 
that  of  the  bank,  will  fhew  how 
far  we  are  from  providing  for  its 
extent.  Thofe  who  at  all  under¬ 


hand  the  fubjeef,  know,  that  the 
bank  paper  poiTeffes  a  (lability  not 
to  be  fhaken  but  by  fuch  a  total 
fubverfion  of  the  country,  as  no 
Englifhman  wi flics  tofurvive.  Yet 
we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  pro¬ 
tect  even  this  corporation,  refting 
on  fuch  immovetbie  pillars  of  fe- 
curity,  againft  the  danger  of  fuck 
den  preffure  from  temporary  alarm. 
Shall  we  then  overlook  the  private 
paper,  fo  much  greater  in  extent, 
and  fo  much  lefs  fecure  in  its  (la¬ 
bility  ?  No  man  can  look,  without 
the  moft  furious  apprehend  on,  at 
the  temporary  efFeCl  which  the  (irft 
moment  of  actual  invafion  might 
produce  on  thofe  local  eftabliin- 
raents  ;  at  the  extent  to  which 
fuch  an  evil  might  fpread  -  or  at 
the  confequences  which  it  might 
produce,  in  a  country  whole  circuff 
lation  is  almoft  intirely  compofed 
of  paper.  If  the  fubjeht  ihould 
continue  to  be  wholly  difegarded, 
overlooked  by  negligence,  or  put 
out  of  fight,  by  hopelefs  defpon- 
clency,  the  evil  would  come  upon 
us  at  the  laft  ;  it  would  overtake 
us  in  the  midft  of  difficulty  and  dif- 
trefs,  when  precaution  would  be 
too  late,  and  remedy  impoffible  !’* 
He  therefore  earneftly  recommend¬ 
ed,  after  the  recefs,  if  it  could  not 
be  done  before,  that  committees 
might  be  named  by  parliament,  to 
take  this  fubjeCl  into  the  moft  fe- 
rious  and  attentive  conftderation. 
To  fuch  committees  it  would  na¬ 
turally  belong  to  fuggeft  thofe  re¬ 
medies,  which,  on  full  difeuffion 
and  confultation  with  men  expe¬ 
rienced  in  fuch  matters,  might  ap¬ 
pear  moft  practicable  and  ufeful. 
His  lordfhip,  in  the  reiidue  of  his 
fpeech,  pointed  out  feveral  obje&s 
which  ought  to  engage  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  fuch  committees,  and  the 
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beneficial  effects  to  be  expc&ed  from 
their  vigilance  and  difcernment. 

Lord  Hawkefbury,  while,  he 
agreed  in  fome  of  the  general 
principles  laid  down  by  Lord 
Grenville,  differed  from  him  fo 
much  in  the  application  of  them, 
that  he  could  with  difficulty,  in 
the  fpeech  he  had  heard,  recognize 
the  words  of  one  who  had  fo  great 
a  (hare  in  proposing  this  meafure 
originally.  That  the  proportion 
of  paper  in  circulation  to  the 
amount  of  the  fpecie  ought  to 
be  left  to  find  its  own  natyral 
level,  and  that,  in  fome  particu¬ 
lar  Situations,  it  would,  when  left 
to  itfelf,  find  its  natural  level, 
was  a  principle  in  political  eco¬ 
nomy--  that  no  one,  in  the  prefent 
day,  could  be  hardy  enough  to 
controvert*  Legifiative  interfe¬ 
rence-,  or  any  fort  of  interference, 
ought,  if  poffible,  to  be  avoided  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  circum- 
ftanccs  might  occur,  where  the 
good  to  be  derived  from  fuch  a 
meafure  would  far  overbalance 
the  evils  that  might  be  corife- 
quent  upon  it.  His  Lordfnip 
then  briefly  Hated  the  origin  and 
progrefs  of  the  reft  rid;  ion,  and 
proceeded  in  his  obfervations. 
t(  But  although  I  fo  far  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  principle,  that  it  is  proper  to 
avoid  ali  interference  in  thofe 
things,  which,  by  their  own  na¬ 
tural  operations,  will  find  their 
juft  level,  I  am  by  no  means  pre¬ 
pared  to  admit  that  thofe  confe¬ 
rences  have  resulted  from  the 
reftridion  upon  the  Bank,  which 
he  has  aferibed  to  it,  or  that 
fuch  confequences  are  to  be 
dreaded.  It  will,  perhaps,  be 
in  the  recolledion  of  all,  that 
previous  to  the  laft  war,  and  four 
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years,  before  the  original  palling 
ot  this  bill,  the  quantity  of  paper 
had  inereafed  to  an  enormous  de¬ 
gree.  This  naturally  arofe  from 
the  extenfive  fpeculation  and 
commercial  enterprize  of  the 
country.  Thele,  along  with  the 
improvements  in  agriculture,  the 
fpirit  of  adventure,  the  riches  and 
growing  population  of  the  nation, 
brought  a  quantity  of  paper  into 
circulation  above  its  juft  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  of  cash.  His 
Lordihip  has  adverted  to  what 
was  fa  id  in  another  place,  with 
refped  to  laying  up  cafh,  at  this 
time,  or,  as  it  has  been  generally 
called,  hoarding.  I  fincerqly  agree 
with  the  noble  lord,  and  it  has 
been,  as  he  has  Hated  it,  the 
opinion  of  the  moil  eminent  and 
luminous  writers  on  political  eco¬ 
nomy,  that  laying  up  any  com¬ 
modity  in  times  of  a  fcarcity  of 
of  that  commodity,  is  a  corrective 
of  the  fearcity.  But  the  noble 
Lord  has  certainly  miftaken  the 
fenfe  in  which  the  words  to  which 
he  alluded  were  applied.  In 
another  place,  a  cenfure,  and  a  juft: 
cenfure,  was  meant  to  be  call  or 
thofe  individuals,  who  were  fo 
defeCdive  in  their  patriotifin  as,  in 
the  prefent  moment,  to  hoard  up 
their  money  and  keep  it  out  of 
general  circulation,  from  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  fecurity  of 
their  country  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  the 
words  were  certainly  u  ed»”  With 
refpect  to  the  propofed  committee. 
Lord  Hawkefbury  deli  red  to  be 
underftood,  as  not  either  acceding 
to,  or  abfolutely  rejecting  the 
plan.  It  might  be  attended  with 
fome  advantage,  but  confiderable 
evil  might  alfo  arife  from  it;  but 
he  ftrongiv  cenfured  every  pro- 
pofition  for  identifying  the  paper 
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Ifftied  from  private  Banks  with 
that  for  which,  as  it  was  iffued  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  the  public 
faith  hood  engaged.  Much  mif- 
ehief  would  refult  from  a  fcheme 
of  this  nature,  in  teaching  people 
to  rely  upon  public  fecurity  in- 
Head  of  their  own  exertions. 
Bankruptcies  might  thus,  in  feme 
Inftances,  be  prevented;  but,  in 
the  natural  courfe  of  things,  great, 
extend ve,  and  ill  founded  {pecula¬ 
tion  would  bring  on  bankruptcies, 
which,  in  fad,  are  the  natural  cor¬ 
rectives  that  apply  to  fuch  evils. 
In  fuch  cafes,  therefore,  the  pub¬ 
lic  ought  not  to  interfere. 

Lord  King,  in  a  fpeech  of  fome 
length,  fupported  and  amplified 
fome  of  die  obfervations  of  Lord 
Grenville,  and  ftremuoufiy  urged 
the  appointment  of  a  committee. 
He  noticed  alfo,  the  defective 
date  of  the  filver  coin  in  Ireland, 
a  fubjed  on  which  his  a  Her  t  ions 
were  confirmed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Slieo.  Some  intimations  were 
alfo  given  that  the  Bill  before  the 
Houfe  was  brought  in  at  the  de- 
lire  of  the  Governors  of  the  Bank  ; 
but  the  fad  was  moll  pofitively 
denied  by  Lord  Hawkefbury. 
The  propofal  of  a  Committee  was 
not,  however,  reduced  into  the 
form  of  a  motion,  and  the  Bill 
paffed. 

While  this  meafure  was  in  its 
progrefs,  the  attention  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  alfo  called  to  a  fimilar 
,  one  with  reaped  to  the 
Bank  of  Ireland.  This 
meafure  had  been  early 
propofed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  Mr.  Corry,  but  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  it  was  delayed  till  after 
the  Bill  reftraining  the  Bank  of 
England  had  paffed,  and  it  was 
pot  finally  functioned  until  par¬ 


liament  had  fate  fome  time  after 
the  recefs.  Leave  to  bring  in  the 
Bill  was  given  without  oppofition, 
and  even  without  any  detailed  ex¬ 
planation  from  the  mover,  who 
merely  faid,  that  the  fame  motives 
which  induced  the  Houfe  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  Bill  with  refped  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  applied  to  the 
prefent  cafe  ;  the  one  meafure 
being  always  confequential  to  the 
other. 

On  the  fecond  reading,  , 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
faid,  he  could  not  fee  any  reafoti 
why  the  reftridion  of  payments 
in  fpecie  fnould  be  continued, 
either  on  the  bank  of  England  or 
Ireland,  to  the  protraded  period 
of  fix  months  after  the  ratification 
of  the  preliminaries  of  peace.  It 
muff  be  obvious,  that  the  paper 
currency  of  Ireland  was  already 
carried  to  an  alarming  extent,  and 
it  was  his  intention  to  move  in  the 
committee,  that  there  fhould  be  a 
reftridion  of  paper  circulation  in 
Ireland,  and  that  the  diredors  of 
that  Bank  should  be  perfonally 
refponhble  for  the  iffues  they 
fhould  make. 

Mr.  Corry  declined  entering  on 
tjhefe  topics  until  certain  accounts 
fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
and  until'  more  of  the  members 
from  Ireland  fnould  be  prefent, 
and  with  this  view  the  committee 
was  deferred  until  after  the  recefs. 

On  the  day  appointed,  a 
fpirited  and  interefting  de-  ^ 
bate  took  place.  *  e 

Lord  Archibald  Hamil-  I~’lI1‘ 
ton  introduced  the  bufinefs  by  re¬ 
minding  the  Houfe  of  the  notice 
of  motion  he  had  given  before  the 
recefs,  but  which  it  was  not  now 
his  intention  to  carry  into  effeda 
More  mature  inquiry  had  con¬ 
vince^ 
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vinced  him  that  it  would  not  for 
the  prefent  be  expedient.  His 
Lordfhip  requcfted,  however,  to  be 
indulged  in  making  a  few  obferva¬ 
tions,  to  (hew  that  he  had  not 
taken  up  the  idea  without  due  con- 
fideration,  or  without  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  avail  himfelf  of  ail  means 
of  correct  knowledge  on  a  fubjedt 
of  fuch  vaft  importance  and  in- 
tereft.  The  meafure  of  reftric- 
tion  generally,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  a  great  and  growing  cala¬ 
mity.  The  confequence  of  the 
repeated  renewals  of  the  meafure 
of  reftriHion  had  been,  that  the 
paper  currency  of  Ireland  had  in- 
crcafed  to  a  moil;  alarming-  extent, 
and  the  attendant  evils  had  been 
manifefted  in  a  proportionate  de¬ 
gree.  The  dobirioes  of  Adam 
Smith  on  this  point  were  clear  and 
explicit,  and  fuch  an  authority 
could  not  be  lightly  regarded. 
Depreciation  was  the  neceffary 
and  conftant  refultoffuch  an  exten¬ 
sive  circulation  of  paper.  At  the 
time  the  bank  of  Ireland  reftric- 
tion  Bill  palled  the  Irifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  amount  of  Bank 
notes  ifTued  was  boo,oooh  and,  at 
this  moment,  he  found  that  their 
amount  was  not  lefs  than  2,700, 
qqoI.  Thus  there  was,  by  the 
meafure  of  reft  rid  ion,  an  increafe 
to  the  amount  of  two  millions. 
On  the  other  hand,  what  was  the 
proportion  of  the  gold  coin  to  be 
balanced  agairift  this  quantity  of 
paper?  About  a  million,  at  the 
utmoft.  At  this  time  the  price 
given  for  gold  coin  in  Ireland  was 
considerably  .higher  than  the  ftan- 
dard  price  of  Bullion.  Gold  coin 
rofe  in  price'exadly  in  proportion  as 
paper  currency  was  depreciated  in 
value.  Between  Dublin  and  Bel- 
fa{tj  though  theie  was  not  a  dif= 
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tance  of  more  than  a  hundred  miles, 
there  was  a  difference  of  exchange 
to  the  amount  of  ten  per  cent. 
But  the  effed  of  the  depreciation 
of  money  was  felt  more  ftrongly 
®ri  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
this  country  and  Ireland.  For  a 
number  of  years,  the  rate  of  ex„ 
change  between  London  and  Dub¬ 
lin  had  ftuduated  from  8  or  9  to 
16  per  cent,  to  the  difadvantage 
of  Ireland.  But  now,  the  lofs 
was  far  more  conftderable.  It  was 
as  high  as  17,  1 S,  and  even  19 
per  cent.  In  fame  inftances  it  was 
not  lefs  than  20 ;  and  tlvs  an 
Irifh  gentleman,  who  came  to  at¬ 
tend  his  duty  in  Parliament,  found, 
at  the  end  of  his  journey,  where 
he  haft  allotted  500I.  for  his  ex,. 
pences,  that  400!.  only  were 
really  to  be  received.  His  Lord- 
fhip  then  made  fqme  obfervations 
and  inquiries  on  the  manner  in 
which  payment  in  fpecie  was  to  be 
refumed,  and  the  probable  effed  of 
fuch  a  meafure,  and  earneftly  re¬ 
commended  the  fubjed  to  the  at, 
tendon  of  Parliament,  requefting 
them  alfo  to  pay  feme  regard  to 
the  filver  currency  of  Ireland, 
which,  he  faid,  was  in  a  ftate  ab- 
folutely  difgraceful  and  degrading. 

Mr.  Corry  acknowledged  in 
warm  terms,  the  handfome  manner 
in  which  the  noble  Lord  had  made 
his  obfervations.  As  the  notice 
of  motion  was  relinquished,  he  did 
not  conceive  that  it  would  be 
regular  for  him  to  go  into  any 
detail  on  the  topics  which  Sad 
been  introduced.  Pie  would,  how¬ 
ever,  make  a  few  general  obfer¬ 
vations.  The  ftate  of  the  paper 
currency  of  Ireland  was  doubtlefs 
deplorable  in  the  higheft  degree, 
and  nothing  would  a  fiord  him 
greater  fatisfa&ion  than  the  prof- 
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pedt  of  any  means  of  redr  effing 
evils,  which  all  parties  admitted 
to  exift.  It  was  true,  that  Ire¬ 
land  was  inundated  with  a  proiu- 
hon  of  paper,  but  this  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Bank  directors. 
They  had  no  centroul  over  the 
Iffuing  of  notes  by  private  banks 
in  various  parrs  of  the  country. 
In  the  year  when  the  reftridlion 
fir  if  took  place,  the  Bank  received 
an  addition  of  capital  to  the  amount 
of  half  a  million.  Previous  to  the 
reft  rift  ion,  fpecie  had  di  (appeared 
from  year  to  year,  and  private 
bankers  had  been  prohibited  from 
iffuing  notes  under  five  guineas 
value.  The  confequence  was,  that 
a  new  iilue  of  fmall  notes  became 
neceiTary  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies 
occafioned  by  this  prohibition. 
Additional  iiTucs  of  notes  were 
'  further  rendered  expedient  from 
the  accumulation  of  taxes,  and 
from  a  variety  of  local  caufes. 
In  this  hate  of  things,  the  Bank 
directors  had  iffiued  notes  to  a  great 
amount,  but  it  did  not  follow  that 
their  conduct  in  this  refpedt  was 
criminal.  To  compel  the  bank  of 
Ireland  to  iffue  cafli  when  the  ref- 
11  riction  .continued  here,  would  be 
equally  impolitic  and  unjuft.  The 
Bill  for  reftridting  the  ifi’ues  of 
cafh  by  the  bank  of  Ireland,  was, 
in  fact,  a  bill  auxiliary  to,  and 
co-exiftent  with,  the  bill  for  a 
fimilar  purpofe  here.  With  ref¬ 
pedt  to  the  relative  proportion  of 
the  paper  iffued  in  England  and 
Ireland,  Mr.  Corry  obferved,  it 
was  not  a  fair  way  of  determining 
the  cripiinality  or  policy  of  thefe 
lifues  merely  by  their  extent.  In 
determining  this  queftion,  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  capital  was  to  be  ma¬ 
terially  attended  to.  In  fpeaking 
of  the  ex, tent  of  capital,  the  quef¬ 


tion  turned  on  the  nature  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  fecurity.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  propriety  of  thefe 
iffiues  was  can  v  a  fled,  the  criterion 
muft  be  of  a  different  defeription. 
Nothing  pofitive  appeared  to 
fiiew,  that  the  Bank  di  red  tors  had 
carried  their  iffiues  to  an  unwar¬ 
rantable  extent.  'The  fadt  was, 
that  when  the  Bill  pa  (Ted-  in  Ire¬ 
land,  it  was  carried,  as  it  were,  by 
acclamation.  No  inveftigation  of 
the  fituation  of  the  Bank,  or  the 
conduct  of  the  diredtors  took  place. 
The  Bill  was  carried  through  the 
Houfe,  from  a  convidtion,  that  it 
was  rendered  abfolutely  indifpen- 
fable,  after  the  puffing  of  rhe  ref- 
tridtion  adt  by  the  parliament  of 
England. 

In  this  debate,  Lord  Henry 
Petty  delivered  his  maiden  fpeech. 
Pie  allowed  that  the  amount  of  the 
iffiues  of  paper  money  bv  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  was  not  itfelf  a  fair 
criterion  whereby  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  this  incrcafed  circula¬ 
tion.  It  was,  however,  a  circutn- 
ftance  which  could  not  fail  to  ex¬ 
cite  furprife,  and  certainly  loudly 
demanded  inquiry,  that  the  iffiues 
of  paper  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
had  been  live  times  greater  iince 
the  reftridiion  bill  had  been  palled 
than  they  previoully  were,  where¬ 
as  the  iffiues  by  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  Bad,  in  proportion  to  the 
capital,  increafed  only  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  one  fifth  beyond  what 
they  were  when  the  adt  was  palled. 
It  might  be  true,  that  the  di¬ 
redtors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
might  not  hold  themfelves  fubjedt 
to  refpofifibility  for  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  increafe  of  their  paper ; 
but,  finely,  parliament  was  ref- 
ponfible,  after  committing  to  thefe 
diredtors  a  power  as  extenfive  as 
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ever  was  committed  to  a  public 
body,  the  power  of  manufacturing 
paper  for  national  circulation.  This 
was  indeed  a  great  delegation  of  au¬ 
thority,  for  all  economists  agreed 
that  money  was  power.  When  fuch 
powers  were  delegated,  it  was,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  fee  in  what  manner  they  were 
exerted,  to  afcertain  what  were  the 
evils  connected  with  the  fyftem  on 
which  they  afted,  and  to  adopt 
fuch  remedies  as  appeared  moll 
adapted  to  their  fituation.  The 
depreciation  of  paper  in  Ireland 
was  conftantly  increaling,  and 
mull,  as  long  as  it  exifted,  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  molt  alarming  con- 
fequences.  The  balance  of  trade 
mud  continue  unfavourable  to  Ire¬ 
land  as  long  as  the  depreciation 
continued,  and  the  merchant  mull 
continue  to  refort  to  the  foreign 

m  O 

market  inftead  of  home  manufac¬ 
ture.  The  prefent  depreciation 
could  not  be  defcribed  as  arifing 
from  any  thing  in  the  commerce  of 
the  country  for  the  laft  year  ;  be  - 
caule,  during  that  year,  the  ex¬ 
ports  of  Ireland  had  confiderably 
exceeded  the  imports  ;  but  even  if 
it  were  the  cafe,  it  was  an  evil  in- 
feparable  from  the  continuance  of 
the  reftriCtion.  As  long  as  the 
merchants  could  obtain  accommo¬ 
dation  from  the  bank  by  the  iftues 
of  paper,  and  as  long  as  the  bank 
found  it  advantageous  to  give  this 
accommodation,  no  favourable  al¬ 
teration  in  the  ftate  of  the  exchange 
could  be  expe&ed*.  The  whole 
trade  and  property  of  Ireland  were 
threatened  with  danger,  if  a  change 
of  fyftem  did  not  take  place.  This 
danger  was  already  vifible  in  a 
variety  of  circumitances.  Since 
the  time  ot  the  reftriCtion,  the 
bank  had  increafed  its  dividends 
Vot.  XLVI,  or  Vol,  IV.  New 


full  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances,  the  bank 
had  not  only  no  motive  to  wifh  for 
the  removal  of  the  reftri&ion  aCt, 
but  found  it  their  intereft  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  circulation  of  their  pa¬ 
per.  The  meafure  which  ft  ruck 
him  as  beft  calculated  to  prevent 
the  growth  of  this  evil,  was  a  plan 
for  compelling  the  directors  to  cur¬ 
tail  their  iffues  of  paper  moneys 
and  thus  forcing  the  private  bank¬ 
ers  to  adopt  a  ftmilar  praCtice. 

Mr.  Fofter,  although  he  did  not 
oppofe  the  reftri&ion,  could  not 
abftain  from  pointing  out  fome  of 
the  effects  which  it  naturally  pro¬ 
duced  in  Ireland.  The  fcarcity  of 
fpecie  there  was  well  known,  they 
had  no  gold  in  circulation  but  what 
was  bought  at  a  premium  ;  lilver, 
there  was  none  ;  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  one  real  {billing  to  be 
found  from  one  end  of  Ireland  to 
the  other  ;  there  was  even  a  fcar¬ 
city  of  brafs.  The  effeCt  which 
this  want  of  brafs  produced  upon 
trade  was  obvious.  In  the  north 
of  Ireland,  where  payments  were 
made  all  in  gold,  it  was  neceftary 
to  purchafe  guineas  at  a  premium 
of  2s.  4d.  which  was  above  ten  per 
cent.  The  linen  manufacturers 
could  only  buy  their  materials  for 
guineas,  for  which  they  paid  this 
enormous  advance,  which  they 
were  of  courfe  obliged  to  lay  upon 
the  price  of  their  manufactures  ; 
this  would  render  them  unable  to 
meet  foreigners  in  foreign  markets, 
and  if  fome  remedy  was  not  ad* 
miniftered,  the  trade  could  not 
ftand.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
there  was  a  duty  of  four  per  cent, 
upon  the  importation  of  the  ar¬ 
ticle. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  excefs  of  paper 
Series.  [/j  circu- 
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circulation  was  the  caufe  of  the  bad 
date  of  exchange  in  that  country. 

1  here  was  a  material  difference  that 
gentlemen  fhould  all  keep  in  view 
between  the  banks  of  England  and 
Ireland  :  in  Ireland  there  was  no 
bank  that  took  upon  itfelf  to  ma¬ 
nage  and  regulate  the  circulation  of 
the  country  ;  whereas  in  England 
it  was  perfectly  well  known,  that 
the  bank  commanded  the  whole 
paper  circulation  of  the  met  ropolis, 
and  regulated  that  of  the  kingdom. 
The  bank  of  Ireland  was  inftitufed 
after  a  great  deal  of  oppofition, 
and  the  private  banks  fucceeded  in 
obtaining  permiffion  to  remain  in 
the  fame  date  that  they  were  be¬ 
fore  the  national  bank  was  ellab- 
liihed,  and  confequently  had  the 
power  of  iffuing  their  paper  for 
the  circulation  both  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  and  the  country.  In  En¬ 
gland,  there  was  no  bank  in  the 
metropolis  that  interfered  with  the 
paper  of  the  national  bank.  Al¬ 
though  the  paper  iffued  by  the  pri¬ 
vate  banks  in  Dublin,  was,  he  had 
no  doubt,  on  very  good  fecurity, 
yet,  as  they  were  not  now  bound 
to  pay  their  own  paper  in  Ipecie, 
it  naturally  muff  be  their  intereft 
to  have  as  much  of  their  paper  in 
circulation  as  they  could.  1  he 
great  objeft,  therefore,  which  he 
wifhed  to  obtain,  would  be,  it 
pofftble,  to  limit  the  circulation  of 
private  banks  :  another  remedy 
which  he  thought  might  be  ap¬ 
plied,  would  be  to  make  Irifh 
bank  paper  exchangeable  for  that 
of  the  bank  of  England. 

Lord  CafLereagh  did  not  con¬ 
sider  the  fubjeeis  which  had  been 
introduced  into  the  difeuffion,  at 
all  connected  with  the  limitation  of 
the  operation  of  the  rrtcafure.  They 
formed  a  Guefrioo  which  neigh;  be 


taken  up  as  a  fubjeCI  of  feparate  in* 
quiry,  if  the  invedigation  (hould 
be  deemed  expedient.  He  agreed 
with  Mr.  Foller,  that,,  the  com¬ 
mercial  tranfadfions  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  were  carried  on  with  gold, 
and,  therefore,  when  no  gold  was 
iffued,  when  the  ordinary  means  of 
obtaining  it  were  cut  off  by  the 
redriCtion,  the  effedt  was,  that 
while  they  continued  to  carry  on 
their  bufinefs  by  means  of  gold, 
they  were  obliged  to  pay  the  price 
fet  upon  it  by  thofe  who  had  it  in 
their  poffcffion.  As  the  demand 
for  guineas  increafed,  they  of  ne¬ 
ed!!  ty  acquired  a  greater  local, 
factitious  value  ;  and  while  the  re- 
driftions  continued  on  the  banks, 
and  the  apprehenfion  from  invafion 
induced  thofe  poffefling  fpecie  to 
hoard  it  up,  the  fa  Cl  could  not  be 
otherwise.  He  could  not,  how¬ 
ever,  conceive,  that  this  circum- 
dance  would  have  the  effect  of  em- 
barrafling  the  linen  manufaCIurers 
in  foreign  markets.  If  gold  were 
neceffary  in  a  bargain,  the  bargain 
muff  neceffarily  be  delayed  till  the 
gold  could  be  procured,  and  in  all 
cafes  of  bargains  profpedtively 
made,  the  terms  mull  neceffarily  be 
regulated  according  to  the  medium 
of  the  purchafe.  He  had  rifen 
merely  to  ft  ate  his  doubts,  whether 
the  premium  of  2  s  4d  was  occa- 
fioned  in  that  part  of  the  country 
fo  much  by  a  depreciation  of  paper* 
as  by  an  extraordinary  rife  in  the 
value  of  gold,  and  he  dated  thus 
much  as  doubt,  rather  than  as  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion.  As  to  the  Hate 
of  internal  induftry,  there  appeared 
to  him  no  ground  of  gloomy  ap- 
prehenuons.  He  remembered,  when 
in  the  Irifh  government,  that  the 
condant  complaint  was  of  the  did* 
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by  the  foldiery  ;  now  the  foldiery 
were  increafed,  and  the  induftryof 
the  country  formed  another  drain 
on  fpecie,  while  the  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  it  were  altogether  cutoff. 

After  fome  explanations  from 
fome  preceding  fpeakers,  and  a  few 
obfervations  with  refpedt  to  the 
duration  of  the  reftridftion,  the  de¬ 
bate  was  clofed  by  Mr.  Alexander, 
who  agreed  that  the  filver  currency 
was  wretched.  Confiderable  in¬ 
convenience  had  been  felt  from  the 
circumftance  that  paper  was  not' 
confidered  a  legal  tender,  and  the 
courts  even  had  not  ventured  to 
decide  the  queftion.  The  land¬ 
lords  in  the  north  of  Ireland  in¬ 
filled  on  gold,  while  thofe  in  the 
interior,  in  the  fouthern  and  welt- 
era  provinces,  were  fatisfied  with 
bank  notes.  If  the  landlords  of 
England  were,  pending  the  reftric- 
tion  on  the  bank,  to  infill  on  gold 
in  payment  of  their  rents,  he  con¬ 
tended  that  the  fame  inconve- 
nieneies  would  be  felt  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  the  fame  extent,  as  are 
now  felt  in  Ireland.  Another 
circumltance  which  contributed 
greatly  to  increafe  the  circulation 
of  paper,  was,  that  the  bank  of 
Ireland  difeounted  at  one  percent, 
under  the  legal  intereft,  whilft  the 
private  banks,  by  difeounting  at 
the  ufual  intereft,  had  thereby  an 
advantage  of  one  per  cent.  The 
confequence  was,  that  they  kept 
difeounting  offices  in  parts  of  the 
country,  even  the  leaft  commer¬ 
cial,  and  deluged  the  kingdom 
with  their  notes. 

,  Notwithftanding  the 
length  of  this  difeuffion, 
the  converfation  was  renewed  on 
the  motion  for  a  third  reading 
of  the  bill,  which  produced  little 
novelty,  but  at  the  conclusion  Mr, 


Fofter  faid,  he  had  entertained  a 
hope  that  minifters  would  have  ex- 
prelTed  an  intention  of  taking  up' 
the  fubjeft  of  exchange  and  cur¬ 
rency,  but  as  they  remained  filent* 
he  felt  the  call  upon  him  fo  im-*- 
perioufly,  that  he  would,  on  a  fu¬ 
ture  day,  bring  the  matter  under 
the  confideration  of  parliament,  at 
the  fame  time  he  fhould  be  glad  if 
minifters  would  take  the  talk  out 
of  his  hands. 

In  purfuance  of  this  A 
notice,  Mr.  Fofter,  on  M2CV 
the  hrft  convenient  day,  "/idTC  9 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  sL 
committee  to  inquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  prefent  high  rate  of 
exchange  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  ftate  of  the* 
currency  in  the  latter  kingdom, 
and  to  report  the  fame  to  the 
houfe. 

After  Hating  that  the  exchange 
between  London  and  Dublin  was 
full  1 8-  per  cent,  or  io  percent, 
above  the  ordinary  rate,  he  begged 
the  houfe  to  confider  that  Ireland 
was  now  eonfolidated  with  Eng¬ 
land,  in  all  refpe&s,  and  bore  hei* 
quota  in  the  public  burthens  of  the 
empire  ;  yet  her  intercourfe  with 
this  country  flood  charged  with 
this  moll  fevere  and  oppreffive  bur¬ 
then,  while  the  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  capital  and  Scotland* 
and  all  other  departments  of  the 
kingdom  much  more  diftant  from 
the  imperial  capital  than  Dublin* 
was  charged  with  no  fuch  impofts 
at  all.  Among  other  caufes  which 
had  been  affigned  for  the  exiftence 
of  this  evil,  the  balance  of  trade 
had  been  mentioned.  This,  he 
would  admit,  was  one  of  the  ob¬ 
vious  caufes ;  for,  during  a  fpace  cflf 
twenty  years  previous  to  i8ooj 
the  balance  of  exports,  between 
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Ireland  and  this  country,  was, 
upon  an  average,  in  favour  of  the 
former,  by  above  a  million  a  year. 
In  that  year,  a  confiderable  altera¬ 
tion  took  place,  by  which  the  ba¬ 
lance  changed  two  millions  againft 
Ireland.  In  the  next  year  it  was 
£,  1,600,000 ;  in  the  next  above 
a  million  ;  and  had  fo  continued, 
and  was  likely  fo  to  continue  in- 
creafing  every  year.  Another  of 
the  caufes,  and  a  dill  more  promi¬ 
nent  one,  was  the  annual  re¬ 
mittances  to  this  country  of 
£.  1,300,000  to  pay  the  interefts 
of  loans,  borrowed  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Irifh  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  the  remittances  of 
rent  to  Irifh  abfentee  landlords, 
which  by  many  had  been  confi¬ 
dently  ftated  at  three  millions,  but 
which,  he  believed,  would  be 
more  corredlly  eftimated  at  two 
millions.  The  only  account  to 
balance  this,  was  the  remittance 
of  two  millions  annually,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expences  of  government 
in  Ireland,  which  left  a  balance 
againft  that  country  of£  i ,  300,000. 
He  then  re-ftated  the  difference  in 
value  between  guineas  and  bank 
notes,  infilling  that  all  the  caufes 
afiigned  for  this  difference  might 
be  reduced  to  one,  the  reftridlion  on 
the  bank.  But,  whatever  were 
the  caufes  altogether,  .the  lament¬ 
able  refult  was,  that  the  whole 
bank  paper  of  the  country  flood  at 
this  moment  at  a  depreciation  of 
10  per  cent.  Whether  it  caufed 
the  depreciation  or  not,  it  was  fit 
to  mention  as  a  fadl  the  enormous 
ififue  of  paper  from  the  bank  ;  by 
thefclafl  returns  it  was£'  2,600,000, 
of  which  one  million  was  in  notes 
under  £  .y,  There  was  every  pro¬ 
bability  that  this  quantity  muft 
continue  to  increafe,  as  it  was  well 
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known,  that  the  paper  of  the  bank 
of  Ireland  was  the  flock  upon 
which  all  the  private  banks  in  the 
kingdom  traded  ;  and,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  the  national 
bank  paper  the  private  banker  was 
able  to  get  into  his  pofifeflion,  he 
was  enabled  to  iffue  his  own  paper 
(which  he  was  bound  to  pay  in 
national  bank  paper),  to  a  much 
more  confiderable  amount.  An¬ 
other  caufe  that  might  operate, 
was  the  fuppofed  infecurity  of  the 
country.  He  was  not  inclined, 
however,  to  think  that  the  flate  of 
the  country  had  much  effect  in  pro¬ 
ducing  this  very  unfavourable  flate 
of  exchange.  No  man,  he  faid, 
ever  prefumed  to  call  in  queftioa 
the  undoubted  validity  of  the  na¬ 
tional  bank  of  Ireland  ;  therefore, 
no  inconvenience  was  ultimately  to 
be  apprehended  from  any  portion 
of  the  paper  which  it  would  think 
fit  to  ififue.  Now,  with  refpeCt 
to  the  remedy,  he  fhould  think, 
there  was  one  fimple  one,  which, 
if  it  could,  under  the  wifdom  of 
the  legiflature,  be  aecomplifhed, 
would  prove  at  once  moll  effec¬ 
tual.  It  was  the  accomplifhment 
of  one  common  circulating  medium 
through  both  countries.  There 
was  another  point  which  had  not 
yet  been  touched  on  by  any  perfon 
in  the  courfe  of  thofe  difeuffions 
which  had  already  taken  place  on 
this  fubjesft,  and  to  which  he  now 
begged  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  houfe.  In  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  this  country 
and  Scotland,  and  almofl  every 
other  branch  of  the  empire,  fave 
Ireland,  there  wfere  two  fpCcies  of 
circulating  medium  equally  cur¬ 
rent  ;  namely,  gold,  and  the  bank 
of  England  notes.  When  the  if- 
%es  of  gold  were  reftrifted,  the 
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currency  of  the  notes  continued, 
with  little  or  no  inconvenience  to 
the  commerce  between  the  coun¬ 
tries.  But,  between  Ireland  and 
this  country,  there  was  but  one 
current  circulating  medium— gold  ; 
and  the  moment  that  was  re¬ 
trained,  the  medium  was  taken 
away  ;  for,  in  Ireland  the  notes 
of  the  bank  of  England  did  not 
currently  run  ;  fo  that  Ireland,  to 
make  her  remittances  an  adequate 
fubftitute  for  gold,  deals  at  a  cer¬ 
tain  lofs  of  10  per  cent,  upon  her 
commerce.  There  was  another 
point  too,  which  was  highly  de- 
table  to  be  accomplifhed,  though 
it  might  have  little  or  no  effed 
upon  the  rates  of  exchange,  namely, 
an  equalization  of  the  currency  in 
both  countries.  Mr.  Fofter  then 
obferved  at  confiderable  length  on 
the  great  drain  from  Ireland  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  balance  againll 
her  of  £,  1,300,000  in  annual  re¬ 
mittances;  a  burthen,  he  obferved, 
greater  than  her  trade  could  bear. 
In  conclufion,  he  noticed  the 
wretched  (late  of  the  coinage,  fo 
bad,  that  there  was  fcarcely  any 
thing  in  the  tape  of  money  to  be 
feen,  but  a  miferable  fabrication 
of  adulterated  copper,  and  of  coun¬ 
terfeit  (hillings,  fo  bad,  that  for  a 
pound  bank  note,  even  at  its  de¬ 
preciated  value,  26  or  27  of  fuch 
(hillings  would  be  given  in  ex¬ 
change. 

On  this  laft  point,  Mr.  Fofter 
was  confirmed  by  Mr.  George 
Ponfonby,  who  faid  thediftrefs  on 
this  point  was  fuch,  that  he  was 
lure  no  man  who  had  not  been 
in  that  country  could  form  a 
juft  conception  of  it  from  any  de- 
feription  however  accurate.  There 
was  not  to  be  found  in  the  country 
parts  of  Ireland,  except  in  the 


north,  any  defeription  of  coin 
whatfoever,  except  fome  very  bad 
copper.  Silver  or  gold  there  was 
none,  but,  as  fomething  mull:  be 
ufed  for  circulation,  there  were 
many  perfons  who,  without  any 
capital  whatfoever,  fet  up  a  kind 
of  banking  (hops,  and  ilfued  notes 
of  6d,  of  is,  and  a  note  for  3s  6d 
was  confidered  as  a  very  large  one ! 
The  difficulties  and  inconvenience 
which  this  occafioned  to  the  higher 
dalles  of  fociety,  were  very  great 
indeed,  but  infinitely  more  fo  to 
the  lower  clalfes.  In  the  courfe 
of  his  profeflional  experience  in  the 
courts  of  juftice,  he  had  witnelfed 
the  trials  of  many  of  thofe  bankers 
who  had  become  bankrupts,  and 
the  lamentable  confequences  to 
thofe  who  had  been  fufferers  by 
their  infolvency.  He  had  himfelf 
paid,  laft  Saturday  at  Dublin, 
2s  4d  each  for  guineas,  to  bear  his 
expences  hither  on  his  parliamen¬ 
tary  duty,  and  if  he  had  chofen 
Englifh  bank  notes,  he  muft  have 
paid  a  ftill  higher  premium  in  pro¬ 
portion. 

No  dired  oppofition  was  made 
to  the  motion;  but  Mr.  Carry, 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  Mr.  Dick,  and 
Sir  John  Newport,  exprelfed  con- 
fiderable  doubts  of  the  utility  of 
the  committee,  and  fome  gave 
ftrong  opinions  of  the  ill  confe¬ 
quences  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  prefent  difculfion.  Not  only 
thofe  difeuffions  which  were  infti- 
tuted  in  Parliament,  it  was  faid, 
but  the  fpeculations  that  were  cir¬ 
culated  through  every  part  of  the 
country,  were  extremely  difad- 
vantageous,  and  had  a  tendency 
to  augment  the  evil  they  meant  to 
remedy.  There  feemed  to  be  a 
kind  of  prejudice  entertained  a- 
gainft  the  bank  of  Ireland,  which 
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was  very  ill  founded.  Various  ob¬ 
servations  were  made  refpedling 
the  rate  of  exchange  tending  to  in¬ 
validate  the  arguments  drawn  from 
that  circumftance  ;  and  with  refpect 
to  remittances,  it  was  faid  that 
the  loan  remitted  from  this  country 
to  Ireland  certainly  affeffed  the 
immediate  balance ;  but  the  expen¬ 
diture  in  Ireland  being  greater 
than  its  contribution  to  the  joint 
expenditure  of  the  united  kingdom, 
the  confequence  was,  that  very 
confidergble  fums  were  remitted  to 
that  country,  and  that  was  one 
reafon  why  Ireland  had  been  better 
gble  to  go  on  than  fhe  otherwife 
would  Jiave  been.  On  the  balance 
of  trade,  it  was  obferved  that  the 
arguments  relied  entirely  upon 
what  was  called  the  official  value, 
but  it  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  the  official  value  was  very 
confiderably  below  the  real  value. 
Jt  was  certainly  true,  that  if  gen¬ 
tlemen  wgre  guided  by  the  official 
value  of  the  exports,  the  balance  of 
trade  would  appear  to  be  again!! 
Ireland,  whereas,  if  they  looked 
tp  the  real  value  of  the  article  ex¬ 
ported,  which  certainly  was  the 
only  true  way  of  knowing  whether 
the  balance  was  for  or  againft  a 
country,  the  balance  would  appear 
to  be  in  favour  of  Ireland.  To 
Iliuftrate  this  point,  one  or  two 
Inftances  were  mentioned.  It  was 
perfectly  well  known,  that  the 
fecond  great  article  of  export  from 
Ireland  was  provifions.  'Fhe  bar¬ 
rel  of  beef  exported  from  Ireland 
was  valued  in  the  official  books  at 
1 6s  per  cwt.  whereas,  in  fa  Ft,  the 
real  value,  that  is  to  fay,  the  real 
pyipe  at  which  it  was  exported, 
was  23,  5©,  and  even  40s  per 
pwt.  With  regard  to  pork,  the 
§|jic|a!  va}ue  was  pey  cwt* 


whereas  the  real  price  at  which  it 
was  exported,  was  30,  33,  and 
even  fometimes  up  to  65s.  Butter 
was  Hated,  according  to  official  va¬ 
lue,  at  42s  per  cwt.  whereas,  in 
point  of  fa£t,  it  was  exported  at 
70,  80,  and  even  at  103s  per  cwf. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  very  unfair 
mode  of  afeertaining  the  trade  of  a 
country  to  look  merely  at  official 
value.  It  was  true,  that  the  real 
value  of  the  imports  was  greater 
than  the  official  value,  but  not  in 
fo  great  a  degree  as  in  the  ex¬ 
ports. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  ranged  him- 
felf  on  the  other  fide.  He  could 
not  omit  this  opportunity  of  ad¬ 
verting  to  an  evil  which  was  ad¬ 
mitted  on  all  hands  to  exift,  and 
which  palling  under  the  eye  of  his 
Majefty’s  minlfters  in  Ireland, 
might  be  more  effe&ually  reme¬ 
died.  He  alluded  to  the  exceffive 
iffiue  of  country  bank  paper.  He 
fhould  be  the  I  aft  to  recommend 
any  rigorous  meafures  to  restrain 
the  operations  of  the  private  bank, 
ers,  but  he  could  not  be  perfuaded 
of  the  propriety  of  forcing  their 
paper  into  circulation.  He  under, 
flood  that  the  military  forces  in 
Ireland  were  paid  altogether  in 
the  paper  of  the  country  banks, 
and  that  an  improper,  he  had  al- 
moft  faid  a  corrupt,  connexion,  ex- 
ifted  between  the  agents  employed 
in  paying  the  military  and  yeo¬ 
manry,  and  the  bankers.  As  fcon 
as  thefe  agents  received  their  re~ 
mittances,  they  lodged  them  in  the 
country  bank,  taking  their  paper 
in  exchange  for  paying  the  forces, 
and  the  noble  lord  agreed  that  the 
bank  of  Ireland  paper  became  thus, 
an  additional  capital  to  the  country 
banker.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  the 
Country*  he  looked  upon  inyefti- 
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gation,  to  the  end  of  devifmg  fome 
remedy,  as  abfolutely  indifpen- 
Fable.  Unhappy,  indeed,  mail  that 
fituarion  of  a  country  be,  which 
affords  to  the  fraudulent  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  deluding  the  unwary, 
and  to  the  ftrong  the  means  of  op- 
prefling  the  weak.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  great  benefit  was  to 
be  expected  from  the  committee. 

Sir  John  Dick,  having  in  his 
fpeech  made  fome  reflections  on  a 
pamphlet  publifhed  by  Lord  King, 
Mr.  Fox  defended  the  publication, 
and  with  the  arguments  generally 
ufed  on  fuch  occafions,  extolled 
public  difcuflion,  and  decried  that  ' 
fecwrity  or  confidence  in  any  fet  of 
principles,  or  in  any  meafures, 
that  were  the  refult  only  of  file  nee., 
and  that  mult  fall  to  the  ground  the 
moment  fuch  principles  were  dif- 
cuffed  and  examined. 

The  committee  was  appointed, 
and  in  their  number  were  Mr. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  feveral  others 
of  the  moil  diftinguifhed  perfonages 
in  the  houfe. 


,  Meanwhile,  the  bank 

\  of  Ireland  ReflriCIion 
Bill  was  read  a  flrfl  time 
in  the  Floufe  of  Lords,  and  on  the 
motion  for  a  fecond  reading.  Lord 
King  made  his  obfer  vat  ions  on  the 
meafure.  He  affirmed  that  the  dif- 
cuffion  which  had  already  taken 
place  was  highly  beneficial.  Of 
the  depreciation  of  the  Irifh  bank 
paper  no  doubt  could  be  entertain¬ 
ed,  but  if  a  proof  was  wanted,  one 
that  could  not  be  refuted  was  found 
in  the  condudf  of  his  Majeffy’s  of¬ 
ficers  in  Ireland.  They  paid  them- 
felves  their  falaries  and  penfions 
at  par.  If  the  bank  paper  was 
good  for  that  for  which  it  was  if- 
fued,  why  not  take  it  themfeives  ? 
l  for  they  knew  they  mult  ioie 


ro  per  cent,  by  it.  If  one  of  thorn 
officers  had  £.100  to  receive,  he 
knew  it  would  produce  him  no 
more  than  £  .90  if  in  bank  paper  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  took  care  to  be 
paid  at  par.  It  was  faid  that  the  dis¬ 
turbed  Fate  of  the  country  and  the 
apprehenfion  of  invafion,  were  the 
caufes  of  the  evil.  But  fad  was  a~ 
gainfl:  this  reafoning.  In  thelaft  war, 
when  there  was  an  open  rebellion 
in  Ireland,  when  a  French  army 
was  in  the  country,  and  a  French 
fleet  off  the  coaft,  the  difeount  was 
only  at  9  percent,  while  in  1802, 
in  time  of  peace,  it  was  from  it 
to  13  per  cent.  The  quantity  of 
paper  iifued  by  the  bank  was  the 
caufe.  Having  recapitulated  his 
former  arguments  refpeding  the 
exceffive  iffue  of  bank  paper,  at 
confiderable  length,  his  lordfhip 
faid,  every  man  in  Ireland  who  re¬ 
ceived  £.100  was  robbed,  by  the 
operation  of  that  excels,  of  £.  10, 
while  the  bank  proprietors  were 
the  only  gainers  by  the  fyfieuu 
Having  no  call  for  cafh,  they 
might  employ  their  capital,  pro¬ 
ducing  intercil  ;  and  their  exccfs 
of  paper  producing  intercil  alfo« 
He  had,  on  a  former  oceafion, 
propofed  that  the  bank  of  Ireland 
fhould  be  compelled  to  pay  their 
notes  in  thofc  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Had  this  been  adopted, 
there  would  not  have  been  this  dif¬ 
eount  on  bank  of  Ireland  notes. 
1  he  bank  of  Scotland  is  compelled 
to  pay  in  bank  of  England  notes  ; 
and  their  notes  are  at  par.  It 
would  be  the  fame  with  the  Irifh 
bank,  if  it  was  under  the  fame 
compulfion.  It  had  been  faid,  that 
to  obtain  bank  of  England  notes, 
it  muff  pin-chafe  them  with  gold  ; 
and,  therefore,  to  compel  it  to  pay 
in  thofe  notes  was  to  compel  it  to 
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pay  in  gold.  But  he  denied  that. 
The  Irifh  bank  would  purchafe  the 
bank  of  England  notes  with  bills 
oi  exchange,  as  all  other  articles 
of  merchandize  are  bought.  The 
foie  effeft  would  be  to  make  the 
notes  of  the  two  banks  convertible 
into  each  other,  which  they  ought 
to  be  ;  and,  therefore,  to  prevent 
the  bank  of  Ireland  notes  being  at 
a  difeount.  Another  great  evil  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  overflow  of  bank  of 
Ireland  notes,  which  fell  chiefly 
on  the  labouring  clafles  of  people, 
was  the  forgery  of  thefe  notes. 
To  fuch  a  length  had  this  gone, 
that  no  perfon  in  the  interior  and 
remote  parts  of  Ireland,  would 
take  a  bank  note  without  the  per- 
fon’s  name  who  had  it  being  in- 
dorfed  on  it.  But  of  what  ufe 
was  this  to  the  ignorant  labourer 
In  Connaught,  who  could  not  read  ? 
If  his  note  was  forged  with  which 
he  meant  to  buy  bread,  he  could 
not  read  the  names  of  thofe  who 
Teemed  to  Hand  as  his  pledges  for 
its  validity.  The  lofs  by  forged 
notes,  therefore,  chiefly  fell  on  the 
very  pooreft  of  the  people.  On 
the  whole,  his  lordfhip  maintained 
that  the  prefent  bill  created  all 
thofe  evils  he  had  dated,  efpecially 
the  depreciation  of  the  banknotes, 
and  the  rate  of  exchange  with  this 
country.  Of  the  latter  faft  he  would 
give  one  more  eminent  proof.  In 
a  quarter  where  the  bank  notes  had 
not  yet  get  into  general  circula¬ 
tion,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  ex¬ 
change  was  at  par,  or,  he  believed, 
fomething  above  par. 

This  fpeech  was  introductory  to 
a  long  and  animated  debate,  in 
which  Lord  Grenville,  the  Earl  of 
Caernarvon,  Lord  Auckland,  and 
Lord  Carysfort,  cenfured  the  mea¬ 
sures  of  government,  and  were 


anfwered  by  the  Earl  of  Limerick, 
Lord  Hawkefbury,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor ;  but  after  the  details 
already  afforded  of  previous  debates 
connected  with  this  fubje&,  nothing 
new  can  be  added,  either  in  fact  or 
in  iiluftration.  The  lords  who 
cenfured,  did  not  oppofe  the  bill, 
admitting,  although  with  regret, 
that  it  was  too  late  to  difeufs  the 
policy  of  it,  after  palling  the  bank 
of  England  Reflection  Bill.  The 
bank  of  Ireland  mull  be  reft  rifted 
as  long  as  the  bank  of  England 
was. 

In  the  committee,  a  claufe 
was  propofed  by  Lord  King, 
limiting  the  iffue  of  paper  by  the 
bank  of  Ireland  to  the  amount  it 
was  on  the  25th  of  November  laft, 
the  latefl  period  to  which  the  ac¬ 
counts  were  made  up  :  this  would 
give  room  even  for  an  exceflive 
iffue,  as  it  was  upwards  of 
£T, 900, 000,  which  was  £"300,000 
more  than  in  the  year  1802;  but 
this  proposition,  after  a  few  obfer- 
vations  from  Lord  Hawkelbury, 
was  rejected. 

The  mention  in  thefe  de-  , 
bates  of  falaries  paid  to  the  j? 
officers  of  the  government 
in  Ireland  at  par,  occafioned  a 
motion  by  Lord  King  for  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  periftons  and  falaries 
chargeable  on  the  revenues  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  paid  at  par  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  which  was  granted.  26th 

Some  time  afterward,  . 

the  Earl  of  Limerick  March" 
moved  for  an  account  of  all  fums, 
paid  at  par,  to  perfons  in  and  from 
Ireland,  on  the  part  of  the  Irilh 
government  fince  the  Union,  and 
diftinguifhing  the  fums  fo  paid,  in 
the  prefent  feflion  of  parliament, 
with  an  account  of  the  average  of 
exchange  during  that  period,  to¬ 
gether 
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gether  with  a  ftatement  of  the  or¬ 
ders  from  the  government  of  Ire¬ 
land,  under  which  fums  were  paid. 
This  was  alfo  granted,  but  no  mo¬ 
tion  in  the  Houfe  cf  Lords  was 
founded  on  the  papers  produced. 

On  fimilar  motions, 
fimilar  papers  were  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  on  them 
Lord  Archibald  Hamil¬ 
ton  moved  three  refolu- 
tions,  affirming  that  pay¬ 
ments  had  been  made  in 
London,  of  falaries  charged  on  the 
Irifh  eft abli foment,  out  of  money 
to  be  remitted  to  the  Irifh  trea- 
fury,  thereby  preventing  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  exchange  thereof,  from 
being  of  credit  to  the  public,  as  is 
lone  in  other  cafes.  That  they 
bad  been  made  without  fufficient 
authority.  That  fuch  pradice  was 
mwarrantable,  and  ought  to  be 
lifcontinued.  Thefe  refolutions 
vere  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox,  Dr. 
Laurence,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Mr. 
Francis,  Mr.  Fofter,  Mr.  T.  Gren¬ 
ville,  and  fome  other  members, 
rhey  cited  the  ads  of  the  30th  of 
foe  king,  for  regulating  the  pay- 
nent  of  the  falaries  of  all  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  in  the  civil  de- 
lartmenfs  of  the  ftate  ;  and  then 
intended,  that  the  commiffioners 
>f  the  treafury  in  Ireland,  had  no 
ight  to  interfere  with  the  payment 
>f  the  falaries  of  the  officers  of  go- 
'ernmentj  nor  with  any  fums  of 
noney  whatever,  while  it  was  in 
tcinjitu ;  for  it  was  not  only  repug- 
lant  to  the  law  thus  quoted,  but 
ontrary  alfo  to  precedent.  They 
lid  not  charge  minifters  with  a 
eliberate  defign  to  over- rule  the 
aw  ;  but  thefe  irregular  and  un¬ 
warrantable  ads  would  have  had 
hat  efted,  unlefs  checked  by  the 
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houfe.  Without  imputing  any 
improper  motives,  it  looked  un¬ 
favourably,  that  the  commiffioners 
of  the  revenue  foould  benefit  them- 
felves  by  an  order  which  they  made 
contrary  to  law,  and  foould  them- 
fel  ves  claim,  by  their  own  order, 
a  benefit  which  they  did  not  allow 
to  others,  who,  if  the  meafure  was 
right,  had  a  better  claim  to  it.  It" 
was  ftated  as  a  principle  infepa- 
rable  from  the  ufage  of  all  govern¬ 
ment,  and  from  the  duties  of  this 
government  more  than  any  other, 
that  the  perfonal  intereft  of  every 
individual  trufted  with  power, 
foould,  in  all  cafes,  be  one  and  the 
fame  with  the  intereft  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  If  a  general  calamity 
foould  exift,  or  a  general  burden 
is  to  be  endured,  to  the  remedy  or 
relief  of  which  the  labour,  the 
induftry,  and  the  Ikill  of  perform 
high  in  office,  ought  to  be  unremit¬ 
tingly  applied,  it  is  not  wife,  it  is 
not  fafe,  to  exempt  fuch  perfons 
from  their  foare  in  the  general 
prefture  or  fuffering  that  falls  upon 
all  the  reft.  You  take  away  a 
principal  motive  or  ftimulus  to 
fuch  perfons  to  exert  themfelve* 
in  the  public  fervice,  when  you 
tell  them,  that  whether  they  neg. 
led  their  duty  or  not,  they  are 
fure  to  be  borne  harmlefs  in  the 
receipt  of  their  own  income. 
Leaft  of  all,  is  it  prudent  or  fafe 
to  fuffer  fuch  parties  to  form  the 
meafure,  and  to  diftribute  the 
amount  of  their  own  relief. 

The  chief  fpeakers  on  the  other 
fide  were  Lord  Caftlereagh,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  Sir  Lawrence 
Parfons,  and  the  Attorney  General, 
The  queftion,  they  faid,  was  a 
very  fimple  one,  namely,  whether 
money  in  pofleffion  of  the  agent  in 
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England  belonging  to  the  Irifh  trea¬ 
sury,  was  or  was  not  fubjeft  to  the 
order  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
Irifh  treafury  ?  Then,  fuppofing 
that  to  be  decided  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  the  next  queftion  would  be, 
whether  the  application  that  was 
made  of  that  money  under  that 
order,  was  a  fit  and  proper  appli¬ 
cation,  under  all  the  circumflances 
of  the  cafe  !  In  other  words,  whe¬ 
ther  the  order  of  the  commiffioners 
of  the  Irhh  treafury  proceeded 
from  a  competent  or  legal  authority 
or  not  ?  The  mover  of  the  refolu- 
tions  feemed  to  argue  this  matter 
as  if  there  was  an  a&ual  increafe 
©i  falary  to  thefe  officers,  by  the 
mode  of  payment  which  had  been 
adopted  in  this  cafe ;  if  fo,  the 
mode  was  improper  ;  for  it  was 
beyond  the  competency  of  the  Irifh 
treafury  to  increafe  the  falaries  of 
thefe  officers,  the  amount  of  which 
was  fpecihed  by  law.  The  ad  of 
parliament  had  laid,  what  the  fa¬ 
laries  of  thefe  officers  fhould  be ; 
but  that  was  while  they  exercifed 
their  functions  in  Irelarid,  and 
when  they  were  to  be  paid  there  ; 
but  in  the  cafe  now  before  the 
houfe,  the  officers  of  government, 
whofe  falaries  were  thus  paid,  had 
been  taken  from  their  natural 
fphere  of  adion  in  which  they  had 
been  ufually  called  upon  to  move, 
and  brought,  for  fpecial  purpofes, 
to  exercife  their  functions  in  this 
country.  The  queftion  was,  whe¬ 
ther  an  officer  who  did  his  duty  in 
England  fhould  not  be  paid  in  Eng- 
Jifh  currency  ?  If,  indeed,  he  dif- 
charged  the  fnndions  of  his  office 
in  Ireland,  it  would  be  an  ad¬ 
vantage  to  him  that  he  fhould  be 
paid  in  Englifh  currency,  and  an 
advantage  to  which  he  would  not 
f>e  irqitled  ;  but  if  he  was  obliged 


to  come  here  to  perform  that  of¬ 
fice,  in  a  country  in  which  cer¬ 
tainly  he  could  not  live  cheaper 
than  in  Ireland,  nor  could  he  do 
his  duty  in  it  with  more  fatisfadion 
or  convenience  to  himfelf  than  in 
Ireland  ;  v/as  it  fair  to  call  on  fuch 
an  officer  to  perform  his  duty  with 
a  diminution  of  falary  ;  for  that 
would  be  the  cafe  if  he  were  to  be 
paid  in  Irifh  currency.  This  mode 
of  payment  was  not,  in  fad,  an  in¬ 
creafe  of  falary,  but  a  mere  relief 
from  a  tax  to  which  thefe  officers 
would  be  liable  if  this  mode  of 
payment  was  not  adopted.  The 
ofticers  employed  under  the  Irifh 
government,  who  would  have  re¬ 
ceived  £.  ioo  Irifh  if  they  had  re¬ 
mained  in  Ireland,  did  not  receive 
£.ioo.  Britifh .  They  only  re¬ 
ceived  ^.9  2  Britifh,  which  was 
equal  to  £.\oo  Irifh,  and  thofe 
officers,  and  thofe  falaries,  were 
all  eftablifned  before  the  Union, 
when  it  could  not  be  in  contem¬ 
plation  that  it  would  be  neceiTary 
to  bring  them  over  to  England. 
If  thefe  officers  were,  in  addition 
to  the  inconvenience  they  fuffiered 
by  being  brought  over  to  England, 
to  lofe  by  the  exchange,  inftead  of 
receiving  £*.92,  they  would,  in 
fad,  only  receive  £.82,  which 
could  never  be  intended.  Upon 
the  principle  attempted  to  be  eftab- 
lifhed,  perfons  concerned  in  Eaft 
India  affairs  might  be  fent  to  Cab. 
cutta  to  receive  their  falaries.  So 
if  a  perfon  were  ordered  to  go  to 
York,  and  could  not  get  his  falary 
from  London,  but  at  a  great  ex¬ 
pence  attending  the  transfer,  he 
was  to  be  a  fuiferer.  But  what 
was  exchange  but  the  expence  of 
attending  the  transfer  of  money  ; 
2nd  why  fhould  the  civil  officer  fuf- 
tain  that  expence,  if  he  did  not 

voluntarily 
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voluntarily  ffiift  his  refidence. 
The  Irifn  nation  had  funds  in  this 
country  in  confequence  of  the  in¬ 
timacy  which  fublifted  between 
the  two  iflands  ;  and  would  any¬ 
one  fay  that,  .when  they  had 
a  puplic  officer  on  buftnefs  here, 
the  money  (Would  not  be  paid  here 
to  that  officer,  but  be  fent  back  to 
the  treafury  of  I  reland,  to  do  that 
mighty  piece  of  juftice,  the  putting 
money  into  the  public  purfe  at  the 
expence  of  the  individual  ? 

Some  parts  of  this  defence  were 
animadverted  on  with  much  fe- 
verity,  and  the  cafes  of  fome  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Irifn  government  who 
redded  and  received  their  falaries 
in  England,  w*ere  cited  as  unwar¬ 
rantable  exceptions  from  a  general 
rule.  No  fmall  ftrefs,  it  was  faid, 
had  been  laid  upon  the  affertion, 
that  a  man's  falary  had  not  been 
increafed  becaufe  he  was  relieved 
from  the  operation-of  a  tax,  but  it 
was  difficult  to  underhand  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  an  inereafe  of  fa¬ 
lary  and  an  exemption  from  the 
payment  of  a  tax.  His  Majcfty 
might  as  well  exempt  a  man  of 
landed  property  from  the  payment 
of  the  land  tax,  and  what  was  that 
ip  faff  but  an  inereafe  of  falary  ? 
Mention  had  been  made  of  perfons 
who  were  called  here  by  order  of 
their  fuperiors,  but  on  infpe&ing 
the  lift  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
thofe  who  received  payments  at 
par,  it  was  not  eafy  to  difeover 
who  they  were.  Was  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  theoppo- 
fue  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Corry) 
called  here  by  his  fuperiors,  and 
fuppofing  him  not  to  be  a  member 
of  parliament,  what  was  the  necef. 
lity  which  compelled  him  to  refide 
in  this  count!)  ?  With  refpefl  to 
the  lw&  Chancellor  of  Ireland  j 


was  a  judge,  whofe  proper  relidence 
was  in  reality  in  Ireland,  and  who 
came  by  choice  to  this  country,  to 
be  allowed  to  plead  in  his  j unifica¬ 
tion,  that  he  was  called  by  his  fu¬ 
periors  ?  It  could  not  be  admitted 
that  there  exiited  a  greater  duty  to 
attend  parliament,  in  thofe  perfons 
who  were  in  office,  than  in  thofe 
perfons  who  were  out  of  office,  for 
that  would  be  to  admit,  that  the 
country  gentlemen  were  to  be  tax¬ 
ed,  and  that  his  Majeft-y’s  fervants 
were  to  be  paid  for  their  attend¬ 
ance  in  parliament.  There  exifted 
no  neceffity  whatever,  with  regard 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  for  who 
had  the  riyht  of  ordering  him  to 
come  to  this  country  ?  Certainly 
none  but  the  king,  and  even  then 
there  might  be  doubts  upon  that 
fubjeft,  as  his  Majefty  had  his  own 
chancellor  here.  The  chancellor 
was,  in  fact,  a  half-pay  officer  ;  for 
he  had  4  or  5000I.  a  year  for  hav¬ 
ing  formerly  done  the  duty  of 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ; 
yet  his  claims  were  freely  allowed, 
and  he  received  his  falary  at  par. 
Some  allufions  were  alfo  made  to 
payments  at  par  to  Mr.  Wickham 
and  Colonel  Loftus,  and  to  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  fee  given  to  the  coun- 
fel  for  the  commiffioners  of  the  re^ 
venue,  who,  inftead  of  £’.100 
ptrid  to  him  formerly,  now  received 
at  the  rate  of  £.$00  a  year. 

That  fome  of  thefe  allegations 
were  well  founded  could  not  be  de¬ 
nied,  but  the  order  of  the  day  had 
been  moved  early  in  the  debate, 
and  in  fupport  of  this  motion  it  was 
juftly  obferved,  that  no  one  perfon 
had  pretended  to  fay  that  there  was 
a  great  fum  of  money  funk,  fquan- 
dered,  or  applied  to  improper  ufes, 
and  therefore  it  was  evident  that 
his  Majefty 'sfe^vants  had  not  afted 
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from  a  corrupt  and  dirty  motive,  duties  of  that  country.  The  du¬ 


ll*  the  principle  was  admitted,  and 
it  was  Hated  that  one  or  two  per- 
fonshad,  by  miftake,  been  included 
in  the  payment  who  were  not  en¬ 
titled  to  it  ;  there  was  every  reg¬ 
ion  to  believe  that  even  the  noble 
mover  of  the  refolutions  would  be 
iatisfied  as  to  the  propriety  ©f  the 
condu£l  of  minifters. 

On  a  divifion,  the  order  of  the 
day  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
38,  the  numbers  being  82  to  44. 

«.  Another  meafure  relat- 

p)ec  'lTiZ  t0  Ireland,  introduced 
to  the  attention  of  parlia- 
ment  before  the  recefs,  but 
principally  debated  after  that  pe¬ 
riod,  was  a  eonfolidation  of  the  im¬ 
port  duties,  and  fome  of  the  inland 


ties  referred  to,  were  principally 
upon  foreign  articles,  either  im¬ 
ported  dire&ly  into  Ireland,  or 
through  Great  Britain.  The  du¬ 
ties  payable  on  foreign  articles 
were  principally  thofe  under  recent 
ftatutes,  but  the  eonfolidation  was 
not  to  be  made  ftridily  and  precifely 
upon  the  duties  as  they  Hood,  but 
fractional  parts  of  a  penny  were 
to  be  avoided,  by  railing  the  im¬ 
port  in  fome  inftances,  and  lower¬ 
ing  it  in  others.  This  meafure 
generally  acknowledged  to  be  juft 
and  beneficial,  occafioned  fome  de¬ 
bates  on  the  details,  but  finally 
parted  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  all  par, 
ties. 


CHAP.  VII. 


Efforts  made  during  the  Recefs  to  unite  the  various  Bodies  of  OppofltiOn. 
Impediments  to  this  Plan .  Its  fuccefs  probable.  Illnefs  of  the  King . 

Mention  of  this  Subject  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Sir  Robert  Lavs  fey. 
Anfwer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Animadverfions  of  Mr. 
F°Xm  F  tat  her  Anfwer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer .  Gbferva- 
tions  of  Mr.  Put,  Mr.  Windham ,  Mr.  Canning ,  aud  Mr.  Grenville , 
1  he  fame  fubjeSt  noticed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  Lord  King .  Anf veers 
of  Lord  Harwkejlury  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Obfervations  of  Lord 
Grenville  and  fome  other  Peers.  His  Majeftfs  recovery  announced. 
Struggle  of  Parties  proceeds.  Intended  motion,  by  Admiral  Berkely,  on 
the  removal  of  General  Fox.  i Abandoned.  Motion  on  the  InfurreBim 
m  Dublin,  by  Sir  John  Wrottejley.  General  view  of  the  Argument s  in 
favour  0}  Government  ;  and  of  the  Anfwert  to  them.  Opinion t  of  Mr. 
lltndham  ref  peeling  Lord  Redefdale’s  Correfpondence  -with  Lord  Finral. 

idri'T5-  Memhers  m  ‘he  Character  of  General  Fox. 

f  ■gyep'-figed  by  Oppoftion  on  Lord  Hardwire.  Provifn 
made  for  the  family  of  Lord Kilvoar den. 


ton 


A  S  it  is  not  intended  at  this 
-i.  pciiod  to  relate  fome  im¬ 
portant  traniaftions  wrhich  were 
taking  place  on  the  Continent, 


and  produced  ftgnal  effects,  two 
circumftances  only  in  domeftic  hif- 
tory,  connected  with  the  time  of 
t-.e  parliamentary  recefs,  which 

laftsd 
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lafted  from  the  20th  of  December 
till  the  ill  of  February,  will  at 
prefent  be  adverted  to. 

The  firft  is  the  increafing  en¬ 
deavours  which  were  daily  made 
by  the  opponents  of  adminiftra- 
ti©n,  and  that  too,  with  increaf¬ 
ing.  profpeds  of  fuccefs,  to  engage 
all  the  parties  hoftile  to  govern¬ 
ment  in  a  firm  fyftem  of  co-opera¬ 
tion.  A  coalition  of  this  fort  was 
loudly  invoked  by  the  whole  hoft 
of  news  and  pamphlet  writers,  on 
the  one  fide,  and  not  lefs  ftrenu- 
oufly  decried  on  the  other,  while 
no  leading  individual  of  any  party 
liftindly  difavowed  the  intention. 
In  fad,  the  marked  concurrence 
between  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr. 
Fox,  during  that  portion  of  the 
[efTion  which  had  already  elapfed, 
left  no  room  to  doubt  that  thefe 
two  ftatefmen  were  forming  a  po¬ 
litical  connexion,  although  the 
friends  of  each  might  be  fuppofed 
to  offer  fome  impediments.  Lord 
Grenville  had  even  expreffed  a 
leaning  rather  tdward  the  fenti- 
ments  of  Mr.  Pitt  than  thofe  of 
Mr.  Windham,  with  refped  to 
volunteers;  Mr.  Sheridan  had  not 
interfered  in  the  debates,  but  Mr. 
Frfkine  had  uttered  a  ftrong  phi¬ 
lippic  againfl  the  reflections  of  Mr. 
irVindham  on  this  fubjed,  and 
30th  thefe  gentlemen  were  faid  to 
3e  adverfe  to  any  exertion  to  be 
made  for  the  removal  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  government,  partly  from  a 
Irong  convidion  of  the  general 
propriety  of  their  meafures,  and 
fill  more  from  a  fenfe  of  the  great 
njury  to  the  interefts  of  the  leader 
with  whom  they  were  conneded,  in 
i  party  view,  which  muft  enfue  from 
my  mode  of  coalition  which  could 
jrobably  be  propofed.  If  they  united 
with  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr. Wind¬ 
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ham,  without  the  aid  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
it  would  induce  him  and  his  ad¬ 
herents  either  to  join  with  fome 
portion  of  the  exifting  government 
to  form  an  adminillratiom,  or  to 
make  one  by  themfelves,  trufting  to 
time,  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  great  talents, 
and  to  the  predelidion  of  the 
country  in  his  favour  to  eifed  its 
confolidation  andeftablifhment.  In 
either  cafe,  the  united  oppofition 
would  be  reduced  to  great  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  condud  they  fhould 
adopt,  as  they  could  hope  for 
power  only  through  the  means  of 
popularity,  and  as  it  could  not  be 
expeded  that  the  new  oppofition 
would  endeavour,  or  could  with 
fuccefs  attempt,  to  acquire  the 
lame  fpecies  of  popularity  which 
had  been  cultivated  by  their  in¬ 
tended  coadjutors.  Befide,  what¬ 
ever  care  the  great  leaders  might 
take,  in  their  public  fpeeches, 
and  even  in  their  private  conver- 
fations,  to  abftain  from  topics 
on  which  their  old  differences 
were  founded,  it  could  not  be  ex¬ 
peded  that  their  inferior  adherents 
would  refrain,  either  in  fpeech,  or 
in  writing,  from  reviving  recol-. 
ledions  which  muft  be  painful  as 
well  as  dangerous,  and  even  from 
a  ftyle  of  congratulation  which 
could  hardly  be  diftinguiftied  from 
inful  t. 

If,  in  the  plan  of  a  coalition, 
Mr.  Pitt  was  to  be  fuppofed  in  a 
ftate  of  difunion  from  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  weakncfs  would  be  occalion. 
ed  by  the  reparation  of  their  re- 
fpedivc  adherents,  and  it  would 
not  eafily  be  fuppofed  at  firft,  that 
they  would  long  remain  apart, 
confident  ng  the  natural  efFeds  of 
relationship  and  long  political  af- 
fociation  ;  but  if  Mr.  Pitt  was  to 
be  united  with  all  who  were  con¬ 
tending 
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tending  for  power,  it  was  not  be¬ 
lieved  that  he  would  abate  in  the 
claims  fo  long  allowed  to  him,  of 
complete  and  abfolute  pre-emin¬ 
ence;  a  diftindlion  which  Mr. 
Fox  and  his  adherents  would  with 
difficulty,  if  at  all,  admit.  On 
no  great  national  queftion  which 
had  been  agitated  for  many  years, 
could  thefe  parties  cordially  co¬ 
operate  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs. 
With  refpett  to  the  emancipation, 
as  it  was  called,  of  the  Catholics, 
they  might  agree,  but  the  fame 
circumlfanccs  which  prevented  the 
meafure  from  taking  effect  in  1801 
would  ftill  operate,  and  it  was 
well  afcertained  that  on  this  point, 
the  majority  of  the  counfry  agreed 
in  the  neceffity  of  retaining  the 
exifling  reftridtions.  On  the  fub- 
jecl  of  the  Slave-trade,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  was  in  direct  oppofitiori  to  ail 
the  other  political  leaders;  on 
that  of  parliamentary  reform,  Mr. 
Fox  and  his  divifion  of  friends 
flood  quite  apart  from  the  adhe¬ 
rents  of  Mr,  Pitt  and  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  ;  on  the  conduct  of  the 
w'ar  and  national  defence,  each  in¬ 
dividual  had  a  feparate  fet  of 
opinions  of  his  own,  and  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  origin  and  neceffity  of 
it,  Mr.  Fox  thought  differently, 
not  only  from  his  intended  rrew 
allies,  but  even  from  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and  many  of  his  own  old  adhe¬ 
rents. 

Yet,  fo  alluring  is  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  an  immediate  acceflkm  to 
power,  that  thefe  obvious  circuits, 
dances  were  overlooked  by  fome, 
and  foftened  by  others,  and  before 
the  renewed  meeting:  of  Parlia- 
ment,  it  was  publicly,  and  with 
an  appearance  of  authority,  an¬ 
nounced,  that  Lord  Grenville, 
Mr,  Fox,  and  Mr.  Windham 


had  agreed  on  a  plan  of  cordial  co¬ 
operation,  and  it  was  more  than 
intimated  that  their  operations 
would  be  promoted  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

While  the  certainty  of  a  coali¬ 
tion  and  tlie  probable  courfe  of  po¬ 
litical  difcuHion  to  be  purfued 
deeply  engaged  the  public  atten¬ 
tion,  a  new  and  unexpe&ed  event, 
by  its  predominant  intereft,  Teem¬ 
ed,  for  a  while,  to  damp  and  even 
almoft  extinguifh  the  ardour  which 
the  intended  attack  on  minifters 
had  created.  This  was  the  ill- 
nefs  of  the  king.  This  af-  Q 
flifting  circumftance  arofe,  I^0^* 
it  was  faid,  from  a  rheu-  *,an‘ 
matifm,  contradled  through  ex- 
ceffive  heat,  arifing  from  the  ex- 
ercife  of  hunting.  At  firft,  the 
diforder  was  deemed  flight,  and 
hopes  were  entertained  that  it 
would  eafiiy  be  removed,  but 
after  various  intermiffions,  and 
after  fome  varieties  of  health  and 
difeafe  in  which  his  Majefty  was 
occafionally  advifed  by  his  medical 
attendants  not  to  admit  any  vifit- 
ants,  the  diforder  affumed  a  more 
alarming  appearance ;  and  four 
phyficians,  do&ors,  Sir  Lucas  Pe- 
pys,  Reynolds,  Millman,  and  He¬ 
be  r  den,  were  in  conflant  attend¬ 
ance,  and  ifiued  daily  declarations 
or  bulletins  to  fatisfy  the  eager 
inquiries  of  an  anxious  people  on 
this  moil  interefling  topic.  Doc¬ 
tor  !  urton  and  dodlor  Symmonds 
alfo  attended  occafionally. 

In  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  motions  were  made 
on  this  alarming  occafion. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  was 
firft  mentioned  in  a  debate  on  a 
bill  for  confoli dating  the  feveral 
ads  relative  to  volunteers,  on  the 
proposition  lor  a  fecond  reading  ol 
which,  Sir  Robert  Lawley  moved 
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an  adjournment.  Ever  fince  the 
14th  of  the  prefent  month,  he 
faid,  the  houfe,  in  common  with 
the  public  at  large,  had  been  in 
pofteffton  of  the  melancholy  in- 
formation  that  his  Majefty  had 
been  confined  by  a  dangerous  and 
doubtful  illnefs.  It  was  not  his 
wifh  to  enter,  with  any  degree  of 
minutenefs,  into  this  moft  delicate 
and  diftrefting  fubjedt ;  but  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  after  the 
interval  which  had  taken  place, 
and  after  the  reports  of  the  phyfi- 
cians  fpecially  appointed  to  declare 
to  the  public  the  date  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  health  for  the  laid  two  days, 
that  Parliament  had  a  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  fome  explicit  communication. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  immediately  declared  himfelf 
happy  in  being  able  to  date  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  his  Majefty ’s 
confidential  fervants,  founded  on  the 
heft  information  that  could  be  ob¬ 
tained,  fuch  a  communication  as 
that  required  by  the  honourable 
baronet, .  could  not  poftibly  anfwer 
any  good  purpofe;  and  further, 
that  any  proceeding  founded  on 
fuch  communication  on  the  part  of 
his  Majefty’s  minifters,  would, 
in  their  opinion,  be  inconfiftent 
ivith  the  duty  they  owed  to  the 
King,  to  Parliament,  and  to  the 
country;  highly  indecent  in  itfelf, 
under  the  prefent  circumftnnces  of 
his  Majefty’s  indifpofition,  and 
therefore  utterly  unwarrantable. 

Mr.  Fox,  while  he  denied  any 
intention  in  the  conre  of  his  ob. 
fervations,  to  fail  in  that  delicacy 
which  the  fubjeCI  in  debate  fo 
ftrongly  fuggefted,  avowed  that  it 
did  not  accord  with  tils  opinion, 
to  attach  fo  great  a  degree  of  de- 

.  o  o 

licacy  to  this  difcuftion,  as  fome 
perfons  might  wifh  to  inculcate. 
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The  public,  he  contended,  had  a 
right  to  better  information  than 
could  be  derived  from  the  daily 
reports  publifhed  by  official  au¬ 
thority.  He  then  analyzed  the 
anfwer  juft  given  by  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton.  He  knew  of  no  fuch  perfons 
as  the  King’s  confidential  fervants. 
They  were  a  body  utterly  un¬ 
known  in  any  eonftitutional  view 
of  the  fubjeft.  He  knew,  indeed, 
of  a  body  of  individuals  more  par¬ 
ticularly  employed  in  the  execu¬ 
tive  government,  but  in  this  capa¬ 
city  alone  could  they  be  recog¬ 
nized.  From  the  moment  that  the 
Sovereign,  from  illnefs  or  from 
any  other  caufe,  was  rendered  in¬ 
capable  of  difeharging  the  functions 
of  royalty,  rhofe  perfons,  deferih- 
ed  as  confidential  fervants  of  the 
crown,  were  nothing  more  than 
ordinary  privy  counfellors.  Then 
how  did  the  Houfe  ftand  with  re- 
fpedf  to  any  communication  at  the 
prefent  moment  ?  Why  the  whole 
was  reduced  to  this  fimple  point, 
The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  informed  them  that  certain  in¬ 
dividuals,  ftyling  themfelves  his 
Majefty’s  confidential  fervants,  of 
whom  the  Houfe  conftitutionally 
knew  nothing,  had  felt  it  their 
duty  to  give  no  information  on  a 
fubjeCl  deeply  interefting,  not  to 
the  members  of  the  houfe  alone* 
but  to  every  loyal  man  throughout 
the  empire.  They  added,  that 
any  communication  of  this  fostt 
would  be  productive  of  no  good 
confequence,  hut  that  to  require 
any  information  at  prefent  would 
be  equally  improper  and  indecent. 
Mr.  Fox  then  noticed  the  critical 
fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  the 
current  reports,  fanCtioned  by  go¬ 
vernment  itfelf,  that  immedi¬ 
ate  invafton  was  in  contemplation 
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by  the  enemy,  and  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  called  on  miniders  to 
confider  what  would  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
royal  fundions,  if  the  enemy 
fhould  at  fuch  a  ends  fucceed  in 
landing  on  our  fhores  ?  Before 
the  volunteers  could  be  called  into 
action,  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
fubject  them  to  martial  law,  but 
how  was  this  to  be  effected,  if 
there  was  no  power  in  the  date  to 
HTue  the  requidte  proclamation  ? 
If  even  under  any  circumdances 
invadon  would  be  formidable,  it 
was  needlefs  to  expatiate  on  the 
increafe  of  this  danger  under  cir¬ 
cumdances  fuch  as  thofe  now  al¬ 
luded  to.  The  conditotion  alfo 
required,  both  in  its  letter  and 
fpirit,  that  the  executive  autho¬ 
rity  fhould  keep  up  a  due  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  legiflative  power. 
It  was  the  undoubted  prerogative 
of  the  Sovereign  to  preferve  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  controul  over  the 
legiflature,  as  it  was  of  the  legif- 
lature  to  watch  over  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  executive  part  of  the 
eonditution.  A  diffolution  of 
Parliament  might  be  neceifary, 
even  at  five  minutes  notice,  and 
how  was  this  controul  to  be  ex- 
ercifed,  during  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
royal  fundions ;  or  how  could 
miniders  claim  a  right  to  decide 
what  was  the  fit  time  to  make  a 
communication  ?  Already  a  fort¬ 
night  had  elapfed,  during  which 
the  fundions  of  royalty  had  been 
confededly  fufpended.  Another 
fortnight  might  elapfe,  and  the 
Houfe  might  remain  as  uninformed 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  indifpofition 
of  the  Sovereign,  as  at  the  prefent 
moment.  He  required  that  Par¬ 
liament  fhould  be  apprifed  of  the 
adual  date  of  his  Majedy's  health, 


and  thus  be  enabled  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  deps  neceffary  to  be 
adopted  for  the  public  intered. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  fird  anfwered  Mr.  Fox’s  ob- 
jedion  to  the  term  confidential 
fervants,  renouricing  all  intention 
of  employing  it  in  an  uncondi¬ 
tional  fenfe,  but  applying  it  merely 
as  a  term  long  ufed,  and  perfedly 
well  underftood  in  that  Houfe. 
Miniders  had  no  wifh  to  withhold 
any  degree  of  information  which, 
confidently  with  their  duty,  could 
poffibly  be  difclofed ;  but  in  the 
condud:  which  they  had  hitherto 
purfued,  had  flattered  themfelves 
they  had  confulted  the  wifhes  and 
the  feelings  of  a  great  majority  of 
the  Houfe,  as  well  as  the  public ; 
and  if  they  now  abftained  from 
any  communication,  it  was  from  a 
fincere  convidion,  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient,  and  that,  indead 
of  being  fubfervient  to  any  ufeful 
purpofe,  it  might  only  furnifli 
grounds  for  difcuftions,  at  ail 
times  to  be  reprobated  ;  but  more 
efpecially  to  be  avoided  in  the 
prefent  circumdances  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  They  were  aware  of  the 
extent  of  their  refponfibility,  be- 
fore  they  determined  on  their  pre¬ 
fent  mode  of  condud.  It  furely 
would  not  be  maintained  that  on 
every  occafion  when,  by  tempo¬ 
rary  illnefs,  the  fundions  of  the 
Sovereign  were  fufpended,  it  would 
be  either  neceffary  or  expedient  to 
make  a  communication  on  the  fub- 
jed  to  Parliament.  But  this  would 
be  the  amount  of  Mr.  Fox’s  argu¬ 
ment,  if  carried  to  its  utmod  ex¬ 
tent.  from  the  reports  of  the 
phyficians,  Mr.  Addington  infer¬ 
red  that  the  illnefs  of  his  Majedy 
was  not  likely  to  be  of  long  dura¬ 
tion,  and  if  an  expredion  from 
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which  a  contrary  opinion  could  be 
drawn,  had  been  ufed  in  one  of 
their  daily  reports,  it  had  been 
put  in  more  through  a  wifh  to  re^ 
lieve  that  impatience  which  per¬ 
vaded  all  ranks  of  the  community, 
than  on  any  opinion  that  the  dif- 
order  with  which  his  Majefty  was 
afflided  was  of  a  lingeringdefcrip- 
tion.  “There  is  one  other  point/' 
Mr.  Addington  proceeded,  “  on 
which  I  wifh  to  remark.  The 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  to 
fuppofe,  that  if,  during  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  royal  fundions,  a 
landing  of  the  enemy  fhould  be 
effected,  no  proclamation  could  be 
iffued  for  calling  out  the  volun¬ 
teers,  and  placing  them  under  mar¬ 
tial  law.  In  this  idea,  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  is  certainly 
miftaken,  for  the  royal  fignature, 
under  the  fign  manual,  is  not  ne¬ 
ceffary  for  fuch  a  proclamation. 
Eut  even  admitting  that  fuch  a 
proclamation  were  neceffary,  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  not 
gain  much  in  his  argument.  For, 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  hate, 
that  even  in  the  event  of  invafion, 
the  bufinefs  of  government  would 
encounter  no  fort  of  obftrudion. 
I  cannot,  at  prefent,  enter  on  the 
ftatement  of  particular  fads  to 
eflablifh  this  pofition,  but  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  a  {Turing  the 
Houfe,  that  if  any  extraordinary 
occafion  fhould  occur  for  the  ex- 
ercifc  of  the  Royal  fundions,  there 
exifts  no  obftrudion  to  their  ex- 
ercife/'  Mr.  Addington  alfo  de¬ 
cried  the  motion  of  adjournment,  as 
being  not  at  all  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  objed  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Pitt  agreed  in  the  laft  ob- 
fervation,  and,  not  without  many 
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length  declared,  that  they  being, 
up  to  the  moment  of  the  fuppofed 
inability  of  his  Majefty  to  exer- 
cife  his  Royal  functions,  entrufted 
with  the  management  of  public 
affairs,  it  was  not  poftible  that 
they  could  be  difplaced  from  their 
fituations,  or  abfolved  from  the 
duties  of  their  offices,  until  the 
fact  was  afcertained  by  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Fie  would  not  take  upon 
himfelf  to  fay  how  long  the  com¬ 
munication  might  be  delayed,  or 
at  what  moment  it  ought  to  be 
made;  but,  whatever  might  be 
his  opinion  of  the  condud  of  mi- 
nifters  upon  other  points,  he  could 
not  believe  they  would  pufh,  to  a 
dangerous  and  criminal  excefs, 
that  awful  refponfibiiity  which  be¬ 
longed  to  them. 

From  this  period  the  difcuffion 
refted  in  a  great  meafure  on  words 
ufed  in  the  debate.  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  while  he  maintained  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  propofition  fubjed  to  qualifi¬ 
cation  by  particular  circumftances, 
that  on  every  temporary  illnefs, 
to  which  his  Majefty  might  be 
fubjed,  it  was  neceffary  to  go  to 
Parliament,  animadverted  ftrongly 
on  the  ufe  of  the  term  indecent  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Canning  concurred  in  opini¬ 
on  with  Mr.  Pitt ;  Mr.  Grey  re¬ 
joiced  to  hear  of  the  improved 
ftate  of  his  Majefty's  health,  but 
confidered  as  ambiguous  the  affer- 
tion  of  the  minifter,  that  the  King 
was  able  to  do  ail  public  ads  which 
it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  dif- 
charge.  If  minifters  thought  the 
royal  authority  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  his  Majefty's  health,  competent 
to  fome  things,  and  incompetent  to 
others,  they,  in  fad,  took  every 
thing  upon  themfelves. 

When  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
[ATJ  chequer 


remarks  on  the  perilous  nature  of 
the  refponfibiiity  of  minifters,  at 
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March. 


chequer  had  anfwered  this  objec¬ 
tion  by  a  new  explanation,  Mr. 
Grenville  cenfured  that  explana¬ 
tion  as  ftill  unfatisfa&ory,  and  in¬ 
filled  that  the  phyficians  ought  to 
be  examined  at  the  bar.  T  he  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  adjournment  was,  at 
lad,  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  fame  fubjedt  was 
mentioned  in  the  Upper 
Ho ufe,  three  days  after¬ 
ward,  by  Lord  King,  who  allud¬ 
ed  alfo  to  the  declaration  made  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
required  fome  explicit  informa¬ 
tion  from  miniders,  but  made  no 
motion. 

Lord  Hawkefbury,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  dated  that  there  ex- 
ided  at  prefent  no  neceffary  fuf- 
penfion  whatever  of  his  Majedy’s 
royal  fundlions  or  authorities,  and 
that  his  Majedy  was  in  a  date  of 
convalefcence. 

Lord  Grenville,  Lord  King, 
and  the  Earls  of  Carlide,  Fitz- 
william,  and  Caernarvon,  pro- 
feffed  themfelves  not  fatisfied  with 
this  explanation ;  their  reafons 
were  nearly  thofe  which  had  been 
given  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  Lord  Grenville  mentioned  that 
he  fhould  renew  a  converfation  on 
the  fubjedl  at  an  early  day, 

.  Short  conventions  after- 

■  ,  ward  took  place  in  both 

iC  Houfes,  and  particularly 
when  the  Royal  affent  was 
given  by  commidion  to  feveral 
bills,  but  to  every  fucceeding  in¬ 
quiry,  the  anfwers  of  miniders 
were  more  and  more  explicit  in 
after  ting,  from  the  authority  of 
the  medical  attendants,  and  from 
the  interviews  of  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  that  the  caufe  of  public 
anxiety  was  rapidly  diminidiing. 


2  2d 
March. 


The  reports  of  the  phyficians  were 
equally  favourable,  and  before  the 
end  of  the  month,  it  was 
formally  announced,  that 
their  official  attendance 
was  clofed,  and  his  Majedy  gave 
audience  to  his  Miniders, and  tranf- 
adied  bufinefs  as  ufual. 

During  this  period,  the  conflict 
of  parties  had  been  carried  on  with 
confiderable  warmth,  and  motions 
were  made,  and  others  announced 
as  in  preparation,  which  were  like¬ 
ly  to  try  to  the  utmoft  the  drength 
of  government. 

Some  of  the  earlieft  of 
thefe  efforts  related  to  Ire¬ 
land.  Admiral  Berkeley 
had  before  the  recefs  given 
of  his  intention  to  move  for  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  infurredtion 
of  lad  year,  for  the  purpofe  of 
clearing  from  blame  his  relation. 
General  Fox  ;  but  having  receiv¬ 
ed  from  miniders  the  mod  explicit 
affurances  that  they  never  intend-. 


8th 

Feb. 

notice 


h© 


ed  to  criminate  that  officer, 
waved  his  motion. 

The  condudl  of  General  , 

Fox,  and  of  Government, 

.  j  i  i  lviarcn. 

toward  him  were  however 

incidentally  reviewed,  when  Sir 
John  Wrottede^  made  a  motion 
lor  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Irifh  government 
relative  to  the  infurredlion  of  the 
23d  ol  July,  and  the  previous  con¬ 
dudl  of  that  government,  fo  far  as 
related  to  that  infurredlion.  From 
this  meafure  he  contended,  a  be¬ 
neficial  eftedl  mud  refult.  If  on 
the  one  hand,  it  fhould  appear  that 
the  government  of  Ireland  was  ac¬ 
tive  and  vigilant,  that  they  had 
taken  all  means  of  procuring  cor- 
redl  information,  that  they  had 
had  the  ability  to  difcriminate  what 

was 
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was  true,  from  what  was  exag¬ 
gerated;  if  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
fhould  appear  to  have  been  at  his 
poll,  prepared,  in  concert  with  the 
Commander  of  the  forces,  to  give 
the  neceffary  orders,  anxioufly 
watching  over  the  lives  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubje&s  entrufted  to  his 
care,  and  placed  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  protection  ;  could  any  man 
fay,  that  a  beneficial  effect  would 
not  be  derived  by  removing  doubts 
which  were  entertained,  and  very 
generally  too,  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Irifh  government  ?  If  on  the 
other  hand,  it  fhould  appear,  that 
government  difregarded  all  the  in¬ 
formation  given  them,  defpifed  all 
advice,  had  been  fo  ignorant  of  the 
real  ftate  of  the  country,  as  to  be 
incapable  of  difcrimination ;  that, 
during  their  adminiftration,  no 
fyftem  of  police  was  arranged, 
with  which  they  kept  up  a  conftant 
communication  ;  if  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear,  that  though  frequently  warn¬ 
ed,  they  were  not  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  preparations,  or  in¬ 
clined  to  give  credit  to  them, 
would  any  man  deny,  that  a  bene¬ 
ficial  effeCt  would  be  produced  by 
an  immediate  application  to  the 
throne,  to  difmifs  thofe,  under 
whofe  very  eye,  an  infurredHon  had 
aeen  matured,  by  whofe  negligence 
i  great  and  illuftrious  character  had 
seen  dragged  from  the  arms  of  his 
laughter,  and  murdered  in  her 
Drefence,  who,  if  proper  precau- 
:ions  had  been  taken,  might  flill 
lave  been  contributing  to  the  hap- 
)inefs  of  his  family,  and  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  country.  The  ho- 
lourable  baronet  then  went  into  a 
ecital  of  the  origin  and  progrefs 
f  the  infurreCtion,  calculated  to 
lew  that  the  Irifh  government 
f  as  at  firft  intirely  uninformed  of 


[147 

moft  important  fafts ;  afterward 
negligent  of  difclofures  which  would 
have  called  for  great  exertion  and 
precaution ;  and  finally,  at  the 
time  the  rebellion  broke  out,  con- 
fufed,  uncertain  and  incapable  of 
any  direCt  and  manly  proceeding. 
In  December,  he  faid,  Mri  Em¬ 
mett  returned  from  the  Continent, 
and  joined  a  confpiracy  already 
formed.  Nothing  very  material 
tranfpired  till  his  Majefty’s  mef- 
fage  of  the  8th  of  March  was 
known.  In  the  fame  month,  in 
the  metropolis  of  Ireland,  under 
the  immediate  eye  of  government, 
feveral  depots  were  eflablifhed,  and 
particularly  one  in  Patrick  Street, 
and  one  near  Dirty  Lane.  The 
forging  pikes,  making  pike  han¬ 
dies,  collecting  blunderbuffes  and 
piflols,  making  up  military  cloatfi- 
ing,  and  other  warlike  prepara¬ 
tions,  continued  without  any  in¬ 
terruption  from  the  government, 
till  the  1 6th  of  July,  when  the  de¬ 
pot  in  Patrick  Street  exploded.  A 
peace-officer  vifited  this  depot  the 
day  the  explolion  took  place,  and 
found  pikes,  pike  handles,  and 
preparations  for  making  gunpow¬ 
der.  What  the  government  did 
in  confequence  of  a  circumftance 
of  fuch  evident  notoriety,  would 
be  for  them  to  explain  fnould  the 
Houfe  think  fit  to  grant  an  in¬ 
quiry.  During  the  following  week, 
Emmett  made  every  exertion  to 
accelerate  his  preparations,  till 
the  hour  of  nine  on  Saturday  night 
the  23d  of  July,  when  he  is  Rated, 
upon  his  trial,  to  have  fallied 
forth,  avowedly  for  the  purpofe 
of  attacking  the  Caftle  of  Dublin. 
Men,  from  all  parts  of  the  Country, 
had  been  ©bferved  reforting  to 
Dublin,  and  a  large  body  were  ac¬ 
tually  armed  near  the  depot  in 
2]  Dirty 
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Dirty  Lane,  before  they  were  at 
all  perceived  by  the  peace-officers  ; 
nor  had  government  any  intima¬ 
tion  of  this  depot,  which  con¬ 
tained  8,000  pikes,  arid  above 
34,000  ball  cartridges,  befide  other 
military  (lores.  Government  were 
repeatedly  warned  of  their  danger, 
by  perfons  of  great  credit  and  re- 
fpedlability,  and  in  many  in- 
ilances,  that  information  was  moil 
ungracioufly  received.  At  three 
o'clock,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
is  dated  to  have  been  informed  of 
it,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  pro¬ 
ceeded  foon  after  to  the  Phoenix 
Lodge  to  prevent  giving  any 
alarm.  Precautions  were  recom¬ 
mended  relative  to  the  bank  and 
the  ordnance  flores,  and  a  meeting 
of  the  principal  officers  of  the  gar- 
rifon  was  alfo  determined  upon ; 
but  ft  ill  in  order  to  avoid  giving 
an  alarm ,  this  meeting  was  not  to 
take  place  till  after  dark,  nor 
were  the  guards  to  be  reinforced 
till  the  fame  period.  No  informa¬ 
tion  was  given  to  the  mayor.  In 
the  abfence  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  was  attending  his  duty  in 
parliament,  the  firft  public  ofiicer 
was  Mr.  Marfden,  the  under  fe- 
cretary.  When  the  accounts  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe,  it  was  his 
opinion,  or  rather,  (toufehisown 
words)  it  would  be  i(  hand  fame  ly, 
done”  to  reinforce  the  guards  at 
Phoenix  Lodge.  Yet,  even  at 
that  moment,  Mr.  Marfden  de¬ 
clared,  the  accounts  he  received 
were  fuch  that  he  could  neither 
wholly  credit  nor  rejedt  them. 
When  the  military  were  at  length 
called  out,  only  one  magiftrate 
a  (fled  with  them,  who  refufed  to 
allow  them  to  fire,  alleging  him- 
felf  not  to  be  within  the  limits  of 


his  jurifdiflion,  and  the  infurrec- 
tion  was  quelled  in  Thomas  Street 
by  a  military  force,  without  the 
affiftanceofa  magiftrate,  the  officer 
affiing  in  his  own  defence  ;  nor  was 
he  enabled  to  a£l  effectually  in  pur- 
fuing  the  rebels,  as  he  might  have 
done,  for  want  of  proper  afliftance 
from  the  civil  power,  but  was 
obliged  to  fall  back  on  the  bar¬ 
racks  in  James  Street.  Sir  John 
Wrottefiey  then  quoted  forne  parts 
of  letters  from  General  Fox  to 
prove  that  he  was  as  much  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nature  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  danger,  and  as  much 
unprovided  and  unprepared  as  the 
leaders  of  the  government.  If  his 
motion  was  granted,  he  Paid,  he 
would  move  for  letters  from  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  written  after  this 
barbarous  and  fanguinary  rebellion, 
with  an  apathy  and  unconcern,  of 
which  nothing  but  the  letters  them- 
felves  could  give  eh  adequate  idea. 
The  precautions  taken  for  the  lord 
lieutenant  would  fhew  the  infigni- 
ficant  opinion  originally  entertain¬ 
ed  of  this  rebellion,  and  form  a 
hiftory  of  the  ihind  of  government 
during  nine  very  important  hoars. 
At  three  o’clock  the  lord  lieutenant 
conceived  himfelf fufficiently  guard¬ 
ed  by  a  ferjeant  and  twelve  men  ; 
between  eight  and  nine,  he  was  fur- 
prized  that  it  fliould  be  neceffary 
for  him  to  be  guarded  by  an  officer 
and  thirty  men  ;  and  before  eleven 
he  fent  orders  to  Sir  Charles  Afgill, 
by  Sir  Edward  Littlehaies,  for  a 
further  re-inforcement  of  a  captain 
and  fifty  dragoons,  and  a  field-of¬ 
ficer  and  one  hundred  infantry.  In 
confidering  all  thefe  fads,  he  had 
wiftied  to  have  fome  principle  upon 
which  the  government  adted  ;  and 
the  only  confiftent  part  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  held,  was  a  deter¬ 
mination 
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mination  to  avoid  giving  alarm. 
It  might,  therefore,  be  neceffary 
to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  propriety 
of  that  determination.  It  had  al¬ 
ways  been  admitted,  that  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  to  prevent  than  punifh  crimes. 
It  had  been  argued,  that  the  me¬ 
lancholy  circumftance  of  Lord  Kil- 
warden’s  death  was  i(  accidental, ” 
the  riling,  <(  a  contemptible  riot.” 
Could  that  be  deemed  “  contemp¬ 
tible,”  which  had  lor  its  objeH  the 
reparation  of  Ireland,  to  deprive 
us  of  her  valuable  afliftance  at  a 
moment  when  we  were  called  upon 
to  make  every  exertion  for  the 
very  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms  ? 
which  was  evidently  undertaken 
in  concert  with  the  enemy,  who 
had  probably  contributed  to  the 
powerful  means  which  they  had  of 
carrying  their  plans  into  execution. 
Could  that  be  called  a  <(  contemp¬ 
tible  riot,”  which  induced  parlia¬ 
ment  to  pafs  bills  giving  the  great- 
eft  poffible  power  to  the  government 
of  that  country,  and  alter  a  period 
of  four  months  deliberately  to  re¬ 
new  them  ?  which  obliged  parlia¬ 
ment  to  place  the  yeomanry  of  Ire¬ 
land  on  permanent  duty  at  an  ex- 
penfe  of  above  4.00,000b  to  be  de¬ 
frayed  by  the  two  countries  ?  No! 
the  government  of  Ireland  found  it- 
felf  embarraffed.  To  juftify  thefe 
ftrong  meafures,  they  were  obliged 
to  reprefent  it.  in  its  true  light; 
they  then  perceived  that  if  it  was 
important  and  extenfivc,  they 
fhould  have  been  better  prepared 
againft  it,  and  what  they  called  in 
their  proclamations  i(  daring  and 
rebellious  outrages  in  profecu- 
tion  of  a  rebellious  confpiracy,” 
dwindled  into  a  <c  contemptible 
riot.” 

This  motion  was  oppofed  by 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  Mr,  Archdall, 


Mr.  Dawfon,  Mr. Secretary  Yorke, 
Mr.  Dallas,  the  Attorney-General, 
Mr.  Tierney  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Colonel  Hut- 
chinfon. 

On  their  part  it  was  denied  that 
any  blame  in  the  tranfadfions  allud¬ 
ed  to  attached  to  minifters.  The 
intent  of  the  motion  was  to  attack 
Lord  Hardwicke,  and  it  was  furely 
not  confident  with  juftice  to  infti- 
tute  an  inquiry  concerning  his  con¬ 
duct,  while  his  whole  time  was 
taken  up  in  adtnimftering  the  affairs 
of  Ireland  ;  and  the  fame  obferva- 
tion  would  apply  to  the  other  per- 
fons  concerned  in  the  government 
of  Ireland,  whether  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary.  Although  Ireland  was,  in 
general  tranquil,  minifters  were  not 
fuch  drivellers  as  to  believe,  much 
lefs  affert,  that  treafon  was  eradi¬ 
cated.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  but 
juftice  to  Lord  Hardwicke  to  date, 
that  he  did,  before  the  23d  of  July, 
ferioully  fubmit  to  minifters,  upon 
general  grounds,  whether,  under 
the  contemplation  of  the  treafon 
exifting  in  that  country,  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  adt 
ought  not  to  be  adopted  as  a  mea- 
fure  of  precaution ;  a  proof,  that 
his  mind  was  not  milled  as  to  the 
date  of  the  country.  Government 
was  blamed  for  not  having  obtained 
full  intelligence  before  the  rebellion 
broke  out  ;  but  this  was  not  al¬ 
ways  a  ground  of  cenfure.  During 
the  former  rebellion  in  Ireland,  the 
fyilern  of  terror  was  carried  to  fuch 
a  pitch,  that  it  was  almoft  impof- 
fible  to  obtain  intelligence.  In  the 
prefent,  it  was  equally  difficult, 
though  from  a  different  reafon,  for 
the  fecret  was  in  fo  few  hands,  that 
there  were  fcarcely  any  means  of 
obtaining  information.  The  ex- 
plofion  of  the  powder  mill  in  Pa- 
[K  3]  trick- 
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trick-ftreetj  however,  determined 
the  confpirators  to  lofe  no  time  in 
carrying  their  plot  into  execution  ; 
yet  the  fecret  was  fiiil  confined  to 
'very  few  perfons,  namely,  thofe 
who  were  fuffered  to  go  to  the  de¬ 
pot,  and  they  were  not  above  eight 
in  number.  This  explofion  had 
been  much  exaggerated,  it  having 
been  faid  by  fome  that  a  powder- 
mill  blew  up.  Now  what  was  the 
Hate  of  the  faft  ?  Two  perfons 
only  were  at  home  at  the  time,  one 
of  whom  being  nearly  fuffocated, 
in  the  add  of  throwing  up  a  window, 
fo  cut  his  arm  with  the  glafs,  that 
he  bled  to  death  ;  the  other,  who 
was  alfo  nearly  fuffocated,  was  a 
poor  ignorant  man,  and  could  give 
no  further  account  than  that  the 
powder  was  brought  there  to  make 
up  the  combufcibles.  But  after 
the  explofion,  government  did  ob¬ 
tain  intelligence,  for  the  con¬ 
fpirators  wrote  from  Dublin,  on 
the  1 8th  of  July,  to  fome  per- 
fbns  at  Belfaft,  requeuing  afli fi¬ 
ance,  and  that  ciieumflance  was 
known  to  government  on  the  21  ft 
in  Dublin.  Information  was  alfo 
received  from  many  channels  of  the 
intended  riling  on  the  2 iff,  22d, 
and  23d  of  July.  The  confpirators 
had  not  determined  to  aft  till  after 
the  explofion  in  Patrick-flreet,  and 
then,  inflead  of  adopting  the  con- 
duft  which  was  adopted  in  the 
former  rebellion,  of  communicate 
ing  the  fecret  to  a  great  many  per¬ 
fons,  they  only  communicated  it 
to  a  few.  Government  knew  that 
an  application  had  been  made  to  the 
people  of  the  north  to  rife,  which 
application  was  fo  coldly  received, 
that  the  report  made  to  the  con- 


fpirators  was,  that  the  north  would 
not  aft.  It  was  alfo  known,  that 
almofl  all  the  counties  in  the  in¬ 
terior  had  refufed  to  aft,  and  that 
the  only  fupport  upon  ■which  the 
rebels  could  depend  was  from  the 
counties  of  Kildare  and  Wicklow, 
and  one  barony  in  the  formerly  re¬ 
bellious  county  of  Wexford;  and 
it  was  known  that  there  was  not 
any  confiderable  body  of  rebels  that 
could  move  fpeedily  to  Dublin. 
Under  fuch  circumftances,  could  it 
be  fuppofed  that  the  rebels  in  Dub¬ 
lin  would  have  entertained  fo  ab- 
furd  and  mad  an  idea,  as  that  they 
could,  confidering  the  garrifon  that 
was  in  that  city,  have  entertained 
any  hope  of  taking  the  caflle.  The 
man  who,  however,  did  attempt 
to  carry  this  fcheme  into  execution 
was  a  Mr.  Emmett,  a  young  man 
of  an  enthuiiaftic  mind,  who  in 
confequence  of  the  death  of  his 
father*,  became  poflefied  of  about 
3000I ,  and  this  fum  he  thought 
proper  wholly  t©  embark  in  the 
projeft  of  overturning  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  country;  he  did  not, 
as  had  been  done  on  former  occa- 
fions,  run  the  rifle  of  deteftion  by 
applying  for  fubferiptions,  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  own  capital,  and  col- 
lefted  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
pikes;  but,  certainly,  not  fo  ma¬ 
ny  as  had  been  ftated,  for  inflead 
of  8000  there  were  not  above 
3000 ;  but  even  if  he  had  collect¬ 
ed  8000  pikes,  it  never  could  have 
entered  into  his  head  that  he  could 
find  8000  men  in  Dublin  to  ufe 
them.  Indeed  Emmett  did  not 
feem  to  have  bellowed  much  con- 
fideration  on  the  fubjeft.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that  he  applied  to  fome  peo- 


*  In  the  narrative  of  thefe  tranfadions,  in  our  l&ft  volume,  p.  234,  it  is  ftated  that 
Mr.  Emmet’s  father  was  alive  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  but  from  what  is  here 
faid,  that  appears  to  have  been  %  miftake. 
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pic  io  Kildare  to  join  him;  they 
were  prudent  enough,  however,  to 
make  Tome  inquiries  as  to  the 
means  he  had  provided  to  infure 
fuccefs :  Emmett  replied,  that  he 
could  not  communicate  with  them 
at  that  diftance,  but  if  they  would 
fend  two  confidential  delegates,  he 
would  (hew  them  the  means  he  had 
provided  :  they  did,  accordingly, 
fend  two  delegates,  who  arrived 
in  Dublin  immediately  before  the 
infurrefiion,  and  were  taken  by 
him  to  the  depot  in  Thomas-ftreet ; 
but  they  were  fo  fatisfied  that  the 
means  were  infufficient,  that  on 
their  report,  fcarcely  any  of  the 
people  from  Kildare  affifted  on  that 
occafion.  Mr.  Emmett  was,  there¬ 
fore,  obliged  at  laft  to  march  from 
his  depot  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
80  men,  and  before  he  reached  the 
market-houfe  in  Thomas-ftreet,  his 
army  was  reduced  to  20  men,  moil 
of  whom  were  general  officers. 
This,  therefore,  appeared  to  be 
the  whole  of  the  danger  the  Irifli 
government  had  to  guard  againft. 
But,  even  if  Emmett  had  8000 
men  for  his  8000  pikes,  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Dublin  was  able  to  have 
driven  twice  that  number  out  of 
the  town.  That  garrifon  confifted 
of  four  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
one  of  cavalry,  amounting  toge¬ 
ther,  including  artillery,  to  4000 
rank  and  file.  It  was  not  placed 
at  one  point,  but  occupied  no  lefs 
than  eight  different  pofitions,  in 
barracks,  and  the  guard  conftantly 
mounted  was  between  3  and  400 
men.  Now,  with  refpe<ft  to  the 
precautions  that  were  ufed.  The 
commander  in  chief,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  from  the  lord  lieutenant, 
wrote  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  artillery  and  ordnance,  in  con¬ 
ference  of  which  all  neceflary  pre- 
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cautions  for  their  fecurity  were 
adopted.  The  national  bank  was 
the  next  objedf,  which  was  de¬ 
fended  by  an  officer’s  guard  ;  it  is 
betides  a  very  ftrong  building,  and 
fttuated  within  two  hundred  yards 
of  two  of  the  moft  considerable  mi¬ 
litary  ftaticns  in  Dublin,  the  royal 
barracks  and  the  barracks  at  EftTex 
bridge.  With  regard  to  the  caftle 
of  Dublin,  even  if  the  rebels  had 
taken  it,  it  would  not  have  faci¬ 
litated  their  operations,  nor  would 
it  have  done  any  other  mifchief 
than  that  of  enabling  them  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  a  few  records  ;  but  the  caftle 
was  always  defended  by  a  ftrong 
garrifon,  and  befides,  it  was  with¬ 
in  a  hundred  yards  of  the  barracks 
at  Eftex-bridge,  in  which  was  the 
6zd  regiment,  confiding  of  between 
6  and  70©  men.  Between  feven 
and  eight  o’clock,  the  artillery 
officer  reported  that  all  thefe  fta- 
tions  were  in  perfect  fecurity.  But 
the  commander  in  chief  did  not 
flop  here,  he  made  other  arrange¬ 
ments  ;  he  augmented  fome  of  the 
guards,  and  others  he  ordered  to 
be  augmented  after  it  was  dark. 
At  half  paft  fix  o’clock  he  fent 
orders  to  augment  the  bank  and  the 
caftle  guards  with  50  men  each, 
but  the  reinforcements  were  not  to 
march  till  after  dark.  He  gave 
orders  for  guards  alfo  to  march  to 
the  lord  lieutenant’s,  in  the  park ; 
to  the  royal  hofpital,  at  Kilmain- 
ham ;  and  to  the  guard  at  Kil- 
mainham,  each  a  ferjeant  and 
twelve  men;  20  men  to  Chapel- 
izod,  and  an  officer’s  guard  to  Clon- 
dalkin,  where  the  powder  mills 
were.  When  the  attack  broke  out, 
it  appeared  that  two  fmall  parties 
were  fufficient,  completely  to  dif- 
perfe  the  rebels,  even  before  any 
others  [could  march  to  their  affift- 
[^4]  ance. 
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ance.  As  foon  as  the  infurredlion 
was  known,  parties  marched  from 
the  royal  barracks  and  General 
Dunn,  who  commanded  the  gar- 
rifon  in  the  barracks  that  night, 
reported  officially,  that  between  10 
and  1 1  o’clock,  had  marched 
from  the  barracks,  too  foot  and 
50  horfe,  to  the  lord  lieutenant’s 
in  the  park  ;  50  men  to  the  bank  ; 
three  parties  of  100  men  each, 
befide  fome  fmaller  ones,  were  fent 
in  different  directions  ;  in  all  470 
foot,  and  50  f  :fe  were  fent  from 
the  barracks,  and  there  remained 
befdes  600  rank  and  hie*  There 
was  not,  therefore,  the  flighted 
ground  for  imputing  any  negli¬ 
gence  to  the  commander  in  chief ; 
in  fadt,  the  precautions  ufed,  when 
compared  with  the  danger,  might 
aimed  appear  more  than  were  ne- 
ceffiary.  It  was  the  death  of  Lord 
Kil warden  and  Colonel  Brown, 
that  gave  a  degree  of  importance 
to  this  tranfaftion,  which  did  not 
really  belong  to  it;  for  when  it 
came  to  be  examined  in  a  court  of 
juftice,  it  appeared  to  be  a  mod 
contemptible  effort  of  a  wild  and 
extravagant  young  man,  and  had 
more  difeouraged  the  rebels,  and 
brought  the  caufe  of  rebellion  into 
more  contempt  than  any  event  that 
had  ever  occurred. 

The  motion,  it  was  obferved, 
affirmed  more  than  it  ought.  It 
affumed,  in  the  drd  place,  that 
the  Irifh  government  had  not  done 
its  duty;  and,  fecondly,  that  this 
was  the  bed  time  for  going  into  an 
inquiry  on  the  fubjeft,  Many 
other  governments,  befide  this,  had* 
at  former  periods,  been  in  equally 
unfortunate  circumdances.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  recoiled!  feeing  a 
much  larger  city  than  Dublin, 
which  was  a]fo  the  metropolis  of  a 


much  more  extenfive  country,  in  a 
date  of  conflagration  for  feveral 
fucceffive  days,  when  her  prifons 
were  in  broad  day  thrown  open, 
and  burned  to  the  ground;  private 
houfes  marked  out  for  pillage  and 
devadation;  and  its  high  court  of 
parliament  actually  fitting  during 
the  whole  time,  and  this  done  by 
an  infatuated  and  drunken  multi¬ 
tude,  not  confined  to  a  few  hun¬ 
dreds,  as  was  the  cafe  in  Dublin, 
but  amounting  to  at  lead  40,000  ; 
and  yet  no  mention  had  ever  been 
made  of  calling  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  condud  of  the  government  of 
that  country.  It  was  material  to* 
the  complete  view  of  this  matter, 
to  confider  what  the  chara&er  of 
the  infurredlion  was.  Gentlemen 
were  condemned  for  calling  this  a 
s(  contemptible  riot/'  What,  it 
was  faid,  is  that  contemptible, 
whofe  objeft  is  to  feparate  Ireland 
from  England  ?  No  I  not  as  to  its 
objeft  ;  but  contemptible  it  might 
be  in  its  means;  and  fuch  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  as  far  as  Dublin  was 
concerned.  Inquiries  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  executive  government 
ought  never  to  be  indituted,  but 
on  the  mod  grave  and  important 
reafons.  The  principal  merit  of 
the  prefent  motion,  was,  that  it 
contrived  to  unite  all  parties  in  a 
common  vote:  gentlemen  who 
could  agree  on  no  two  fubjedls 
were  thus  made  to  vote  all  one 
■way,  and  carry  on  appearances  of 
unanimity  againd  miniders,  more 
fpecious  than  real.  It  was  like 
the  contrivances  fought  by  parents 
who  had  agreed  on  a  match,  how 
to  bring  the  young  people  together, 
home  did  it  by  a  ball,  feme  by  a 
water  party,  and  fome  by  one  way 
and  fome  by  another ;  but  all  con¬ 
trived  to  help  forward  a  matter 

very 
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very  dtflind  from  the  apparent 
and  avowed  object. 

In  fupport  of  the  motion  were 
heard,  Mr,  Canning,  Earl  Temple, 
General  Tarleton,  Mr.  Fox,  Dr. 
Laurence,  Lord  De  Blaqujere,  Mr. 
Windham,  and’ Mr.  Grey. 

In  their  fpeeches,  they  reflated 
feveral  of  the  propositions  advanced 
by  the  mover,  and  controverted 
many  of  thofe  offered  by  their  op¬ 
ponent*,  but,  in  general,  the  debate 
prefented  few  features  of  intereft. 

The  characters  of  feveral  indi¬ 
viduals  were  treated  of  with  great 
freedom,  and  the  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  occafioned  by  their  conduCt 
was  ftrongly  expreiTed. 

The  friends  of  minifters  regret¬ 
ted  that  the  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire¬ 
land  and  the  Earl  of  Fingal,  had 
been  brought  before  the  public; 
and  next  to  the  impropriety  of 
publifhing  thofe  letters,  that  of 
bringing  them  into  difculfion  in 
Parliament,  or  indeed  in  any  place 
whatever,  was  molt  to  be  depre¬ 
cated;  Ibut  government  neither 
was,  nor  ought  to  be  fuppofed  an- 
fwerable  for  the  conduCl  of  judicial 
characters.  The  writer  only  aCted 
as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  if  he  had 
in  his  judicial  character  mixed  any 
thing  that  was  political  in  its  ten¬ 
dency,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  wifh- 
ed  that  he  had  not  done  fo;  for 
judicial  characters  fhould  interfere, 
as  little  as  poffible,  with  politics. 
Lord  Redefdale,  it  was  faid,  had 
not  publifhed  his  letters,  and  the 
mifchief,  if  indeed  any  had  been 
produced,  was  caufed  by  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  correfpondence.  It 
was  rather  extraordinary  and  hard, 
that  the  fubjeCt  of  that  correfpond¬ 
ence  fhould  be  mingled  with  the 
conduct  of  government,  for  Lord 
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Redefdale,  in  communicating  hi» 
fentiments  to  the  noble  lord,  on 
whom  he  was  conferring  the  right 
of  exerciling  the  duties  of  a  magif- 
trate,  was  not  guilty  of  any  im¬ 
propriety  in  fuggefting  what  he 
conceived  might  be  ufeful  to  the 
noble  lord  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  new  office. 

On  thefe  points  Mr.  Windham 
obferved  that  he  fhould  not  talk  of 
the  imprudence  of  thefe  letters,  nor 
upon  the  endeavour  of  removing 
the  blame  from  the  writer  to  thofe 
who  had  been  inftrumental  in  the 
publication.  The  letters  could 
not  have  been  publifhed,  if  they 
had  never  been  written;  and  as  to 
the  right  of  publication,  without 
difcuffing  that  cafe  too  nicely,  or 
profeffing  to  have  formed  any  de¬ 
cided  opinion  upon  it,  it  did  not 
immediately  appear  how  a  man 
was  retrained,  on  any  principle  of 
engagement  or  good  faith,  in  re- 
fpeft  to  a  tranlaftion,  to  which 
his  confent  had  never  been  afked. 
It  was  by  no  aCt  of  a  man’s  own 
that  he  received  a  letter :  there 
could  be  no  engagement,  therefore, 
entered  into,  that  he  fhould  not 
communicate  that  letter.  What 
fecurity  even  had  he,  that  the 
writer  had  not  previoufly  com¬ 
municated  the  letter,  or  might  not 
at  any  time  do  fo  to  others  ?  And, 
without  profeffing  to  know  the 
faff,  he  (Mr.  Windham)  fhould  be 
glad  to  learn,  whether  thofe  let¬ 
ters  had  not  been  feen  by  friends 
of  the  noble  writer,  perhaps  by 
his  Majelly’s  minifters,  before  the 
time,  when  copies  had  got  abroad 
from  fhe  hands  of  Lord  Fingal. 
But  if  even  thefe  letters  were  to  be 
confidered  as  private,  or  could  be 
made  fo  by  the  mere  ad  of  the 
writer,  and  that  the  perfon  receiv- 
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ing  them  was  in  confequence  de¬ 
barred  the  privilege  of  fhewing 
them  to  thofe  whom  they  immedi¬ 
ately  concerned,  the  fame  inter¬ 
pretation  could  not  well  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  thofe  which  palled  with 
Doctor  Coppinger,  the  nature  of 
which,  any  more  than  the  fi- 
tuation  of* the  parties,  did  not 
feem  to  imply  any  thing  particu¬ 
larly  confidential.  Thefe  latter, 
however,  were  perhaps  the  molt 
objectionable  of  all.  In  the  former 
there  was  one,  the  infinite  abfurdity 
and  indifcreticn  of  a  correfpond- 
ence,  which  was  to  offend,  and 
prove  to  be  rebels,  whether  they 
would  or  no,  three-fourths  of  the 
population  of  Ireland,  and  to  ex¬ 
hibit  a  picture,  not  indeed  quite 
fo  extravagant  as  that  which 
one  of  our  poets  afcribed  to  cer¬ 
tain  paffages  in  another,  ((  Where 
God  the  father  turns  a  fcbool 
divine,1  *  but  where  as  great  an 
indecorum  was  found  as  human 
affairs  could  well  admit ;  namely, 
where  a  chancellor  appeared  in  that 
character,  and  for  the  purpofe  of 
prefent  oppreffion  and  perfecution, 
was  raking  up  all  the  exploded 
controverfies  of  more  than  two 
centuries  ago.  This  was  bad 
enough  in  theology,  and  ftill  worfe 
in  polities.  The  dc&rines  were 
as  falfe  as  the  promulgation  was  in¬ 
judicious  and  dangerous.  But,  in 
the  other  cafe,  there  were  circum- 
flances  leading  to  more  fatal  im- 
preffions  of  the  charader  of  the 
perfon  concerned,  than  thofe  even 
which  could  be  derived  from  the 
ftrange  perverfion  and  lingular  im¬ 
prudence  manifefled  in  the  former 
correfpondence.  A  man  who  could 
write  and  think  of  the  cafe  of  Fa¬ 
ther  O'Neil  as  is  done  in  the  letter 
to  Dr.  Coppinger,  muff  be  con- 


fidered  as  having  loft  for  the  mo¬ 
ment  all  legal  ideas  and  feeling. 
What  could  be  thought  of  a  perfon 
in  the  fiiuation  of  the  noble  lord, 
the  firft  law  officer  of  the  country, 
the  great  fource  of  juftice  and 
equity,  who,  inftead  of  being 
fhocked  at  the  horrors  of  that  cafe, 
the  illegality  of  it  as  well  as  the 
cruelty,  could  find  nothing  to  ex¬ 
cite  his  indignation  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  but  the  audacity  of  the  fuf- 
ferer  who  had  dared  to  complain  ? 

With  refpedl  to  General  Fox, 
General  Tarleton  faid  he  did  not 
think  that  an  officer  who  had  done 
moft  meritorious  fervice  from  a 
very  early  age,  fhould  be  deprived 
of  a  command,  fuperior  in  import¬ 
ance  to  any  other  in  the  fervice, 
without  any  reafon  being  afiigned 
for  that  privation.  It  was  a  com¬ 
mand  of  much  difficulty  and  danger, 
but  there  was  the  more  room  for 
reaping  glory  if  the  enemy  fhould 
come. 

Mr.  Yorke,  vindicating  his  re¬ 
lative  Lord  Hardwicke,  faid  that 
he  did  not  know  that  General  Fox 
had  been  recalled.  A  difference  of 
opinion  had  arifen  between  him 
and  the  lord  lieutenant,  which  made 
it  neceffary  that  one  of  them  fhould 
withdraw.  General  Fox  thought 
proper  to  return  to  England,  and 
thus  the  matter  ended. 

With  equal  zeal  for  an  individual 
of  his  own  family,  Mr.  Fox  offered 
his  obfervations  on  the  fubjecl.  He 
firft  noticed  the  motion  of  which 
Admiral  Berkeley  had  given  notice, 
but  which  was  afterward  abandon¬ 
ed,  and  added  that  if  the  govern¬ 
ment  here,  as  in  Ireland,  were  ftill 
difpofed  to  defend  themfelves  by 
imputing  blame  to  the  late  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  Ireland,  the  in¬ 
famy  was  theirs,  and  he  flood  ac¬ 
quitted. 
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quitted.  Had  Lord  Hardwicke, 
as  well  as  minifters  here,  acquitted 
General  Fox,  and  ceafed  to  defend 
himfelf  by  imputing  blame  to  that 
gallant  officer  ?  Looking  at  the 
government  of  Ireland,  parliament 
mull  be  convinced  they  had  not. 
When  did  the  coolnefs  arife  between 
the  lord  lieutenant  and  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  which  rendered  it 
impoffible  that  both  could  remain 
in  the  offices  they  held  ?  Not  till 
many  days  after  the  affair  of  the 
23d,  for  till  then  a  perfect  good 
underftanding  continued  between 
them.  But  when  accounts  came 
from  England,  hating  the  impref- 
iion  made  by  that  affair  in  this 
country,  and  when  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant,  perhaps  to  his  fecond  fur- 
prife,  found  that  every  body  was 
crying  out  againft  the  Irifh  go¬ 
vernment  for  having  been  furprif- 
ed,  then,  perhaps,  it  was  infinn- 
ated  to  him  by  thofe  around  him, 
that  the  belt  way  to  defend  himfelf 
was  to  blame  others,  and  that  the 
dilgrace  of  the  commander  in  chief 
would  fereen  the  caftle  from  all 
cenfure.  From  that  moment,  in¬ 
deed,  a  coolnefs  did  exift,  and  the 
commander  in  chief  did  refign, 
becaufe  he  knew  that  it  was  the 
wifh  of  the  lord  lieutenant  that  he 
fhould  do  fo.  To  prove  this  to  be 
the  faff,  Mr.  Fox  read  two  para¬ 
graphs  from  a  newfpaper  printed  in 
Dublin,  called  Faulkner’s  Journal, 
which,  he  faid,  was  the  Journal  of 
the  Caftle,  and,  had  the  firft  pa¬ 
ragraph  given  offence  there,  the 
fecond  could  never  have  appeared. 
From  this,  two  material  inferences 
were  to  be  drawn.  The  firft  was 
a  perfonal  one,  and  it  was  clear  that 
the  recal  of  General  Fox  was  in¬ 
tended  to  imply  a  charge  of  mif- 
conduft  on  that  officer,  and  in  this 
view  the  attack  on  him  was  pur- 
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fued  up  to  the  prefent  moment. 
The  next  was  of  a  public  nature, 
and  it  was,  that  the  Irifh  govern¬ 
ment  were  aware  that  their  defence 
was  utterly  untenable,  unlefs  they 
were  permitted  to  throw  the  blame, 
exift ing  fomewhere,  on  General 
Fox. 

The  cenfure  of  the  lord  lieutenant 
was  however  purely  political,  and 
the  high  eulogy  pronounced  on  his 
perfonal  character  by  Lord  De 
JBlaquiere,  one  of  the  members 
from  Ireland,  who  fpoke  and  vot¬ 
ed  for  the  motion,  almoft  deftroy- 
ed  the  effeft  of  all  that  was  faid  to 
the  lord  lieutenant’s  difadyantage. 
He  faid  he  confidered  Lord  Hard- 
wicke  as  a  high  bred  nobleman,  of 
fine  manners  and  engaging  addrefs ; 
that  for  probity  and  integrity,  he 
had  never  been  furpaffed;  and, 
that  in  his  breaft  the  God  of  nature 
had  planted  a  heart  as  pure  and  im¬ 
maculate,  as  ever  relied  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  man. 

The  debate  was  protrafted  till 
near  five  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when,  on  a  divifion,  the  motion 
was  negatived  by  more  than  two 
to  one.  the  numbers  being  for  the 
motion  82;  againft  it  178;  ma¬ 
jority  96. 

An  aft  of  juftice,  not  only  un- 
refilled  but  called  for  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  opponents  of  adminiftration 
took  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  fef- 
fton,  by  an  aft  for  fettling  the  fum 
of  1200I.  per  annum  on  the  family 
of  Lord  Kilwarden,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner.  To  his  widow 
for  her  life;  and  after  her  death, 
800I.  a  year  to  the  fon,  bearing 
the  title  of  Lord  Kilwarden,  and 
400k  a  year  to  the  two  daughters 
of  the  late  Lord,  the  annuity  to 
commence  from  the  23d  of  July, 
1803. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Volunteer  Confolidation  Bill ;  moved  by  Mr.  Y orke ;  progrefs  of  the  bill ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville’ s  motion  for  Tapers ;  granted ;  debate  on  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  ;  obfervations  of  Mr.  Yorke  ;  and  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  debate  on  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  bill;  obfervations  of  Mr.  Francis;  Colonel  Craufurd ;  Mr. 
Fox;  Mr.  Pitt;  and  Mr.  Windhmn;  amendenents  proposed  by  Ministry  in 
the  Committee  ;  one  withdrawn  ;  Mr.  Yorke  moves  further  amendments  ; 
debate  on  the  clause  empowering  commanding  officers  to  dif charge  volunteers ; 
an  amendment  propofd  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  oppofed  by  the  Mini  fie  r  ;  rejected  by  a 
fmedl  majority  ;  another  amendment  rejected  by  one  only ;  an  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Grey  negatived  by  a  conjlderable  majority.  Motion  by  Mr. 
Pitt  on  the  fubjedl  of  Naval  Defence  ;  his  fpeech  ;  Mr.  Tierney;  Sir  Charles 
Pale;  Sir  Edward  Pel  lew  ;  Admiral  Berkeley  ;  Mr.  Sheridan;  Mr.  Fox; 
general  courj'e  of  the  debate;  Mr.  Pitt’s  reply;  his  motion  negatived . 
Further  progrefs  of  the  Volunteer  Conjolidation  Bill ;  vohich  paffes  both 
Houfes.  Bill  for  fufpending  the  Army  of  Referve  Adi ;  jnotion  by  Mr. 
Fox  ;  anfwer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  attack  on  Minifiers  by 
Mr.  Pitt;  obfervations  of  the  Attorney  -  General ;  Mr.  Windham;  and 
Mr.  Tierney  ;  Mr.  Fox’s  motion  negatived ;  further  progrefs  of  the  bill. 
E  iew  of  the  fit  nation  of  Min  filers  ;  they  determine  to  refign  ;  the  event  an¬ 
nounced  to  Parliament.  Mr.  Addington  makes  the  financial  arrangements 
for  the  year;  Budget;  new  Taxes;  Supplementary  Army  Efiimates  ;  Irijh 
Budget  ;  1 rifh  Militia  Bills. 


HILE  the  difcuffions  al¬ 
ready  noticed  were  pro¬ 
ceeding,  a  fyftematic  attack  on  the 
miniftrv  was  purfued  by  all  the 
parties  in  oppolition,  through  the 
medium  of  invelligations  on  the 
military  and  naval  affairs  of  the 
empire.  This  oppolition  was  moft 
particularly  difplayed  in  the  pro¬ 
grefs  through  parliament  of  a  bill 
to  explain,  amend,  and  confolidate 
the  provifions  contained  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  ads  relative  to  yeomanry  and 
volunteer  corps,  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom*. 


Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  on  g  ^ 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  , 
in  this  bill,  explained  its 
fcope  and  objeds.  Having  de¬ 
precated  all  paffionate  and  partial 
confiderations  of  the  important  fub- 
jed  of  national  defence,  and  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  evident  neceffity  of 
making  every  exertion  for  proted- 
ing  the  country  againft  the  defigns 
of  France,  he  propofed  to  point 
out  the  defeds  in  the  volunteer 
fyftem,  and  the  remedies  for  them, 
which,  he  faid,  would  be  perfedly 
fimple  and  eafy.  Perhaps  the  re- 


*  It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  a  fhort  time  before  the  introdu&ion  of  this  bill,  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  given  in 
writing,  and  publilhed,  had  decided  that  a  volunteer  was  at  liberty  to  re&gn  whenever 
ke  might  think  proper. 
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gular  force  of  the  country  could, 
under  particular  arrangements,  and 
by  the  obfervance  of  the  moft  rigid 
economy,  be  augmented  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent ;  but  that  force,  now- 
amounting  to  about  90,000,  could 
not  be  augmented  to  any  very  con- 
fiderable  amount,  conliftently  with 
a  due  regard  either  to  views  of 
conftitiuional  liberty,  or  of  finan¬ 
cial  refources.  The  militia  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  2000  lefs  in  number  than 
in  the  laft  war,  but  that  force 
could  not  with  prudence  be  aug¬ 
mented  5  on  the  contrary,  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  the  regulars  of 
this  country  was  required  to  pre- 
ferve  that  portion  of  the  empire 
from  the  dangers  of  invafion,  and 
of  popular  infurreftion.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  it  became  a 
matter  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  ne- 
ceflity,  that  a  great  proportion  of 
the  population  fhould  be  trained  to 
the  ufe  of  arms,  a  principle  far 
from  novel.  It  wasfirft  introduced 
during  the  Shelburne  adminiftra- 
tion,  near  the  clofe  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  revived  in  1794,  and 
from  that  period  it  had  continued 
in  full  aftivity .  On  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace,  the  houfe  and  the 
public  were  fo  well  convinced  of 
the  excellence  of  the  volunteer 
eftablifhment,  that  it  was  judged 
politic  to  encourage  its  perpetuity, 
by  continuing,  on  a  limited  fcale, 
the  exemptions  formerly  granted  ; 
and  for  this  purpofe  the  aft  of  the 
42d  of  his  Majefty  was  palfed. 
When  the  war  broke  out,  an  im¬ 
mediate  want  of  extraordinary 
means  of  proteftion  was  expe¬ 
rienced,  and  the  voluntary  fpirit  of 
'the  country  manifefted  itfelf  in  a 
way  equally  honourable  to  the  na¬ 
tional  charafter,  and  the  indivi¬ 
duals  by  whom  this  fpirit  was  dif- 


played.  A  new  aft  of  parliament 
became  necefiary,  and  the  43d  ot 
his  Majefty  was  framed,  which 
contained  the  terms  under  which 
voluntary  was  to  be  preferred  to 
corwpulfory  fervice.  Under  this 
aft,  voluntary  offers  to  the  amount 
of  400,000  men  were  received, 
while  the  whole  number  liable  to 
ferve  under  the  general  training 
aft  did  not  exceed  500,000.  The 
number  of  volunteers,  fpeaking  in 
round  numbers,  was  now  upwards 
of  350,000,  exclufive  of  thofe  in 
Ireland,  and  thus  the  intention  of 
the  legiflature  was  fulfilled.  Thefe 
troops,  under  proper  regulations, 
were  fully  adequate,  in  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  our  regular  force,  to  put 
the  country  out  of  all  danger.  Mr. 
Yorke  then  adverted  to  the  recent 
decifion  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  declaring  himfelf  not  quite 
convinced  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  was  not  correft, 
and  entered  into  a  refutation  of 
fome  of  the  moft  ufual  objeftions  to 
the  exemptions  and  difeipline  of 
the  volunteers.  On  the  fubjeft  of 
the  corps  elefting  their  own  offi¬ 
cers,  lie  obferved,  that  there  was  a 
great  diftinftion  between  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  officers  by  a  volunteer 
corps  previous  to  its  being  regu¬ 
larly  embodied,  and  the  fuppofed 
right  of  filling  up  vacancies  among 
the  officers,  as  often  as,  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  circumftances,  they  might 
take  place.  Aneleftion,  in  the  latter 
cafe,  was  only  a  permiffion  given, 
and  not  a  right  conferred  ;  and,  in 
the  inftance  of  a  vacancy  occurring, 
it  never  was  meant  that  volunteer 
corps  fhould  exercife  the  right  of 
chufing  their  own  officers.  Having 
noticed  fome  other  topics,  con- 
nefted  with  this  fubjeft,  he  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  queftion  now  woul4 
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be,  whether  parliament  fhould  ad¬ 
here  to  this  fyftem,  with  all  its 
defers,  at  the  prefent  critical  pe¬ 
riod,  or  refort  to  another,  which, 
though  in  Come  refpedls  more  per¬ 
fect,  was  in  others  far  more  liable 
to  objection,  and  infinitely  Id's 
adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
times.  He  considered  it  better  to 
go  on  temperately  and  coolly,  than 
by  rafhnefs  to  overturn  a  fyftem, 
capable  of  the  moll  ufeful  ends  and 
the  higheft  purpofes.  The  objeft 
of  his  bill  would  be,  to  confolidate 
the  three  ads  for  the  regulation  of 
the  volunteer  fyftem.  As  to  the 
exemptions,  feveral  important  al. 
terations  would  be  introduced.  As 
the  law  Hood,  a  certain  defcription 
of  volunteers  was  exempted  from 
the  ballot  of  the  militia,  by  five 
days  attendance  at  drill.  This 
attendance  would  not  exempt  them 
from  the  ballot  for  the  army  of  re- 
ferve ;  but  if  drawn,  they  were 
exempted  from  actual  fervice,  pro¬ 
vided  they  had  attended  twenty- 
four  drills  in  the  year,  or  a  pro¬ 
portionate  number,  before  the  time 
of  their  being  drawn  to  ferve.  It 
was  meant  by  this  new  bill,  that  the 
time  entitling  to  exemption  fhould 
be  equalized,  and  that  none  fhould 
claim  exemption  from  the  militia 
who  had  not  been  drilled  twenty- 
four  times  in  the  year.  Every 
member  of  a  volunteer  corps  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  refign  at  his  op¬ 
tion  ;  but  all  volunteers  fhall  be 
fubjefl  to  the  ballot  both  for  the 
m  litia  and  army  of  referve.  A 
lift  of  thofe  actually  ferving  in  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps,  and  who  had  certifi¬ 
cates  of  regular  attendance,  was  to  be 
feparately  preferved.  When  a  mem¬ 
ber  was  either  difcharged,  or  chofe 
to  quit  a  volunteer  corps,  then  his 
name  fhould  be  returned  to  the 


clerks  who  prepare  the  county  lifts, 
and  from  that  time  he  would  be 
liable  to  fupply  any  vacancy  which 
might  occur.  Another  objeft  of 
the  bill  would  be  to  fimplify  the 
returned  or  effective  force,  and  to 
point  out  the  manner  in  which  re- 
fignation  was  to  take  place,  which 
was  to  he  done  by  notice  from  the 
individual  fo  intending,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  reftitution  of  his 
arms  and  accoutrements.  From 
this  option,  Mr.  Yorke  faid,  he 
feared  no  dangerous  confequences. 
Surely  thofe  who,  in  Auguft  and 
September  laft,  ftepped  forward  to 
defend  their  country,  threatened 
by  an  implacable  foe,  would  not 
fhowlefs  zeal  now  that  the  enemy's 
preparations  were  ft  ill  further  ad¬ 
vanced,  or  rather  nearly  completed, 
and  that  he  only  waited  the  fa¬ 
vourable  moment  to  land  on  our 
fhores.  He  was  confident  that 
they  were  now,  as  much  as  ever, 
alive  to  the  calls  of  patriotifm,  of 
duty,  and  of  honour  ;  and  that  they 
would  not  defert  their  king  and 
their  country  at  this  great  crifis. 
Even  thofe  whom  circumftances 
might  oblige  to  withdraw  from  re¬ 
gular  attendance,  would,  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  rally  round  the 
ftandard  of  freedom,  and  expire  in 
the  fame  grave  which  fhould  fw al¬ 
low  up  the  liberties  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  their  country. 

A  debate  of  confiderable  length 
and  fpirit  enfued,  although  all  par¬ 
ties  profefled  that  it  was  defirable 
in  that  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  to 
avoid  difeuftion.  Mr.  Windham 
and  Mr.  Sheridan  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  by  the  diver- 
fity  of  their  opinions,  and  by  the 
wit  and  eloquence  with  which  each 
maintained  his  own.  The  quef- 
tion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 

bill 
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nil  was  carried  without  a  divi¬ 
sion. 

The  difcuflions  which  enfued 
Tiring  the  piogrefs  of  this  bill, 
were  fo  frequent  and  fo  long,  that: 
it  would  be  an  impracticable  en¬ 
deavour  to  reduce  them  within  the 
compafs  of  a  moderate  narrative, 
and  the  attempt  is  the  lefs  necef- 
fary,  as  in  the  debates  already  no¬ 
ticed,  the  general  intereft  of  the 
fubjeCt  is  exhaufted.  In  the  out¬ 
line  which  follows,  therefore,  it  is 
intended  only  to  mark  the  courfe 
©f  the  conteft  for  power,  main¬ 
tained  by  the  parties  in  oppofition, 
and  to  feleft  fuch  particular  topics 
from  the  various  fpeeches  as  pro¬ 
duced  the  greateft  efFeCl,  or  appear 
mod  entitled  to  commemoration, 

,  Before  the  fecond  read- 

Feb  t^e  bill,  Mr. Thomas 

Grenville  moved  for  various 
papers,  which  were  ordered  with¬ 
out  an  objection  ;  but  the  indifpo- 
fition  of  his  majefty  having  occa- 
fioned  fome  delay  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  bill,  he  commenced  his 
fpeech  in  oppofition  to  the  fecond 
reading,  by  a  farcaftical  ob- 
fervation,  that  minifters  had 
determined  to  give  the  houfe  the 
liberty  of  refuming  the  debate, 
which  they  themfelves  had  thought 
proper  fo  long  to  fufpend. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  in  an- 
fwering  fome  of  the  objections  of 
Mr.  Grenville,  obferved,  that  the 
fyftem  of  volunteering  did  not,  as 
had  been  fuppofed,  impede,  but 
rather  aided  other  fervices.  As 
a  proof,  he  inftanced  two  corps, 
the  Norwich  and  the  St.  George's 
volunteers,  from  both  which  the 
military  habits  acquired  by  the 
men  had  induced  them  to  inlift  in 
the  regulars,  in  a  far  greater  pro¬ 
portion  than  the  fame  number  of 


men  other  wife  would  have  done, 
during  both  the  laft  and  prefent 
war.  From  the  St.  George’s  corp^, 
from  the  i  ith  of  March,  1795,  to 
1  §01,  out  of  600,  or  at  molt  780 
men,  94  had  entered  the  navy, 
and  33 7  into  other  regiments. 
During  the  prefent  war,  from  the 
fame  corps,  40  had  already  inlifted. 
So,  of  the  Norwich  corps,  confid¬ 
ing  of  300,  twenty-five  had,  dur¬ 
ing  this  war,  already  enter  d  the 
army.  In  order  to  (hew  that  go¬ 
vernment  were  upon  the  alert,  and 
provided  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom*,  he  dated  a  lift  of  the 
quantity  of  arms  in  the  Tower, 
and  at  the  feveral  outports,  for  fe- 
veral  years  paft.  In  1755)  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
feven  years  war,  there  were  36,098 
ftand  of  fire-arms  in  the  Tower, 
&c.  ;  in  17 75,  during  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  98,488  ;  in  1783,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  war,  94,786  ;  in 
1790,  during  the  Spanifh  arma¬ 
ment,  92, 1 3 1 ;  in  1793,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  French  war, 
53,482  ;  and  in  1803,  at  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  war,  no 
lefs  than  329,246  ftand  of  arms. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  number  of 
arms  delivered  out  :  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1803,  there  were  delivered 
out  101,034  ftand  of  arms;  and 
up  to  the  27th  of  February  of 
the  prefent  year  (the  day  on  which 
he  was  fpeaking)  365,426  ftand 
of  arms,  exclufive  of  pikes,  &c. 
amounting  to  1 8,000.  Of  this 
pumber,  217,196  were  delivered 
to  the  volunteers  of  Great  Britain, 
and  32,051  to  thofe  of  Ireland. 
A  very  confiderable  portion  of 
arms  had  been  furnifhed  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  volunteers  themfelves ; 
and,  from  the  bed  information 
which  he  could  gain,  upwards 
g  of 
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of  250,000  fire-arms  had  been 
provided,  for  adding  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
and  able  fpeech,  regretted  to  find 
that  the  country  was  not  more  ad¬ 
vanced  in  military  quality,  that 
the  army  was  ftill  extremely  in¬ 
adequate  to  its  objeCfc,  and  that 
the  proper  means  of  promoting  its 
difcipline  had  not  been  as  yet 
adopted.  To  promote  the  effici¬ 
ency  which  he  had  in  view,  he 
would  propofe,  that  the  volunteer 
corps  fhould  be  encouraged  to  go 
on  permanent  duty,  fuppofe  for  a 
week,  or  two,  or  three,  as  was  the 
cafe  lafl  fummer,  in  particular  dif- 
tri&s  on  the  coaft,  always  taking 
care  to  affemble  the  corps  in 
places  convenient  to  their  native 
home.  For  this  purpofe,  he  fhould 
propofe  that  a  fmall  bounty  be 
given  to  each  volunteer  who  would 
confent  to  march  on  fuch  permanent 
duty,  namely,  7s.  per  week,  above 
his  regular  allowance  of  is.  per 
day.  This  plan  would  do  more  to¬ 
ward  promoting  difcipline  and  mi¬ 
litary  habits  among  the  men,  than 
any  drilling  at  different  and  de¬ 
tached  periods.  About  two  or 
£'.300,000  would  be  quite  fufEcient 
to  defray  the  expence. 

Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
fpoke  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
but  there  was  no  divifion. 

th  The  general  principle  of 
*  the  volunteer  fyftem  was 
again  molt  fully  difcuffed,  when, 
on  a  propofal  for  the  fpeaker  to 
leave  the  chair,  Mr.  Francis  op- 
pofed  the  motion,  not  as  meaning 
finally  to  refill,  but  to  delay  it. 
He  difapproved  the  mode  of  con¬ 
ducing  the  war.  On  our  fide,  it 
was  purely  and  ftri&ly  defenfive, 


and  in  all  appearance  it  never  could 
be  any  thing  elfe.  But  what  was 
a  defenfive  war  ?  What  was  a  war 
in  which  we  could  not  oftWd  our 
enemy  ?  This  was  not  the  prin¬ 
ciple  on  which  that  wife  perfonage. 
Queen  Elizabeth,  afiled  in  parallel 
circumftances.  Fler  language  was, 
that  ((  having  advifed  with  her- 
felf,  file  was  refolved  either  to  make 
war  or  peace,  for  'via  di  me’zxo  was 
very  unfafe  ;  and  befides  a  courfe  of 
continual  charge  and  continual  fear; 
and  to  Hand  only  on  the  defenfive, 
was  to  live  at  the  difcretion  of  her 
enemies.”  Such  was  her  wifdom, 
or  fuch  were  the  counfels  of  the  great 
men  who  advifed  her;  of  Raleigh, 
ofWalfingham,  of  Burleigh,  whofe 
characters  would  not  fuffer  much 
by  comparifon  with  that  of  the 
gentlemen  oppofite. 

Colonel  Craufurd,  in  a  fpeech  of 
great  length,  cenfured  the  volunteer 
fyftem  as  altogether  inadequate  to 
any  defirable  purpofe.  If  thehoufe 
would  effeCt  any  thing  great,  they 
muft  not  proceed  upon  this  infigni- 
ficant  bill,  but  muft  come  to  a  com¬ 
plete  revifion  of  our  whole  military 
fyftem.  He  would  not,  however, 
recommend,  at  this  moment,  to 
undo  any  thing  that  had  been 
done,  with  a  view  to  any  future 
and  diftant  improvement ;  he  would 
not  make  one  retrograde  ftep  ;  but 
would  propofe,  to  pafs  as  quickly  as 
pofiible  from  a  bad  fyftem  to  a 
good  one ;  not  by  abruptly  un¬ 
doing  what  had  been  done,  but  by 
improving  what  was  faulty,  and 
adding  what  was  deficient.  He 
therefore  oppofed  all  further  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  bill. 

General  Maitland,  having  an- 
fwered  this  fpeaker,  Mr.  Fox  ve¬ 
hemently  cenfured  many  of  his 
ftatements,  declaring  Colonel  Crau- 
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turn's  tb  be  a  fpeech  for  which  the 
houfe  was  highly  indebted  to  him  ; 
a  fpeech  containing  more  profef- 
fional  information  than  any  fpeech 
perhaps  he  ever  heard  in  the  houfe, 
and  conveyed  in  a  manner  fo  per- 
fpicuous  as  to  be  more  intelligible 
to  men  unacquainted  with  military 
taCtics,  than  military  effays  gene¬ 
rally  are.  Mr.  Fox  cenfured  the 
defence  of  the  country,  as  at  pre- 
fent  conduced,  and  the  volunteer 
eftablifhment  in  particular,  prefer¬ 
ring  a  general  arming  of  the  whole 
people.  A  noble  lord,  he  ob- 
ferved,  in  treating  this  fubjeft,  had 
faid,  that  he  was  old  enough  to  re¬ 
collect  the  American  rebellion,  as 
he  called  it,  and,  certainly,  if  he 
recollected  all  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe  he  fo  defcribed,  he  fhould 
be  aware  that  the  term  rebellion 
was  not  applicable,  and  that  the 
ufe  of  it  was  long  fince  abandoned. 
He  would  alfo  recoiled  that  which 
was  very  fortunate  to  the  fubjed  of 
this  debate,  that  America  was  vic¬ 
torious  over  her  opponents,  not  be- 
caufe  fhe  had  a  large  regular  army, 
but  becaufe  (he  was  an  armed  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  refult  of  that  popular 
armament  was,  that  two  of  our  belt 
generals,  at  the  head  of  fome  of 
the  belt  troops,  were  compelled  to 
furrender.  Precifely  that  kind  of 
force  which  fo  conquered  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  emancipated  Holland, 
which  triumphed  in  Switzerland, 
and  which  performed  fuch  prodigies 
of  valour  in  La  Vendee  and  Ire¬ 
land,  was  what  he  fhould  recom¬ 
mend  to  be  reforted  to  in  this 
country.  The  misfortune  was, 
with  a  view  to  this,  that  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  had  taken  fo  many  arms, 
that  enough  were  not  left  for  arm¬ 
ing  the  peafantry  ;  but  there  were 
weapons  in  abundance  to  be  found 
.  V*l.  XLVI,  or  Vol.  IV.  Ne 


to  fuit  them,  and  they  would  not 
require  much  training. 

Mr.  Pitt,  while  he  differed  from 
Mr.  Fox  on  many  points  relating 
to  the  volunteer  eftablifhment,  fup- 
ported  the  effed  of  his  argument  by 
joining  in  a  cenfure  of  ininifters, 
for  not  deriving  the  greateft  pof- 
fible  advantage  from  the  general 
glow  of  public  fpirit.  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  alfo  recapitulated  many  of  his 
objections,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
debate,  although  the  queftion  for 
the  fpeaker’s  leaving  the  chair  was 
carried  without  a  divifion,  the  iate- 
nefs  of  the  hour  prevented  further 
proceeding. 

In  the  committee,  Mr.  , 
Secretary  Yorke  pro-  *  . 
pofed  fome  amendments 
in  the  bill,  the  firft  was,  to  con- 
fiae  its  operation  to  Great  Britain, 
excluding  Ireland  ;  the  fecond  re¬ 
lated  to  fines  and  penalties,  and  the 
third  was  to  authorife  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  corps  now  in  exif- 
tence,  unlefs  his  Majefry  fhould 
pleafe  to  difcontinue  the  fervices  of 
any  corps,  or  part  of  a  corps,  by 
an  order  through  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Thefe  amendments  being  agreed 
to,  one  was  moved,  by  which,  ex¬ 
emptions  from  other  duties  were  to 
be  confined  to  thofe  corps  whofe 
fervices  had  been  accepted  be¬ 
fore  the  27th  of  July  laft.  This 
propofition  was  ftrenuoufty  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  other 
members,  and  at  length  with¬ 
drawn  ;  but  as  the  introduction  of 
claufes  from  various  parties,  with¬ 
out  order  or  method,  threatened 
great  embarraffment  to  the  courfe 
of  proceeding,  it  was  at  length 
agreed,  that  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke 
fhould  firft  propofe  all  his  amend¬ 
ments,  and  that  afterward  Mr. 
’Series,  [L]  Pitt, 
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Pitt,  and  every  other  member, 
might  propofe  thofe  which  they 
had  in  contemplation. 

In  confequence  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Yorke,  in  an  able 
fpeech,  vindicated  the  proceedings 
of  government  with  refpecl  to  the 
volunteers,  and  pointed  out  the 
amendments  intended  to  b°  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  prefen r  bill.  He  was 
anfwered  at  confiderable  length  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  disapproved  of  Some 
of  the  alterations  propofed  by  go¬ 
vernment,  pointed  out  the  Supe¬ 
riority  of  thofe  he  meant  to  offer 
to  the  confideration  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  enforced  the  necefiity  of 
attending  to  Some  intimations 
which  he  had  formerly  given,  re¬ 
specting  the  employ  of  field  officers 
and  other  perfons  on  half- pay,  to 
perfect  the  discipline  of  the  volun¬ 
teers. 


6th 

March. 


In  the  next  fitting  of 
the  committee,  after  Se¬ 
veral  amendments  had 
been  difcuffed  and  difpofed  of,  a  de- 
fultory  debate  arofe  on  a  claufe  in 
the  bill  for  enabling  the  command¬ 


ing  officers  to  difcharge  volunteers 
for  non-attendance,  mifbehaviour, 
or  other  Sufficient  caufe.  This 
claufe  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Lafcelles,  as  of  too  great  latitude; 
and  he  and  Some  other  members 
wifhed  that  Some  more  definite  li¬ 
mitation  fltould  be  Set  to  the  power 
of  the  commanding  officer.  Mr. 
Fox,  and  Some  others,  infilled  that 
the  commanding  officer  ought, when 
he  difcharged  a  volunteer,  to  affign 
the  caufe  of  his  doing  fo,  that  he 
might  be  Subject  to  an  atftion  at 
law,  if  the  reafon  was  infufficient. 
Mr.  Pitt  objeded  to  the  claufe  as 
altogether  unneccffary,  bccaufe,  he 
conceived,  that  without  it,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  a  volunteer  corps 


had  the  power  of  discharging  an y 
volunteer  he  thought  proper. 

After  this  claufe  had  been  long 
debated,  and  an  amendment  pro¬ 
pofed,  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  whole  claufe 
be  rejefted  but  the  ffrft  two  lines. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
deprecated  the  idea  of  dividing  the 
houfe  on  a  queftion  of  this  nature. 
He  hoped  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  infill  on  a  di- 
vifion,  as  the  queftion  was  fo  deli¬ 
cate,  and,  in  fome  refpeCts,  fo  in¬ 
tricate.  He  thought  it  the  duty  of 
the  houfe  not  to  come  to  any  de- 
cifion  at  prcfent,  but  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  interval  between  this 
and  the  report,  to  confider  the  Sub¬ 
ject  more  maturely.  He  would 
afk  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Pitt),  if  it  was  confident  with 
hia  principles  to  debar  gentlemen 
from  coniidering  the  fubjeH,  and 
to  hurry  on  an  immediate  decifion, 
without  regard  to  the  many  confe- 
qucnces  it  might  occafion ;  to  de¬ 
cide  ralhly  a  queftion  on  which  the 
volunteer  interefts,  the  very  fare 
indeed,  of  the  volunteer  corps 
might  ultimately  depend.  Thefe 
arguments  were  combated  by  Mr. 
Fox,  and  a  divifion  being  infilled 
on,  the  queftion  was  put  on  the 
amendment  ffrft  propofed,  and  the 
minifter  had  a  majority  of  fourteen 
only,  the  numbers  being  ioi  to  87. 

Other  claufes  and  amend-  , 
menus  were  debated  with  9  * 
great  fpirit,  but  no  divifion  , 
took  place,  until  Mr.  Pitt,  IOt 
in  a  committee  thinly  attended, 
propofed  to  give  the  commander  of 
a  corps  a  power  to  order  any  mem¬ 
ber  milbehaving  himfelf,  while  un¬ 
der  arms,  into  cuilody,  during  the 
time  the  corps  remained  under 
arms ;  to' inflict  fines  as  high  as  js. 
5  in 
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in  cafes  of  non-attendance,  not 
taking  care  of  their  arms,  &c. 
This  propsfition  was  refilled,  not 
fo  much  becaufe  it  was  exception¬ 
able  in  itfelf,  as,  becaufe  it  at¬ 
tempted  to  effe<!ft  too  much  in  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps,  and  would  create 
jealoufy,  and  produce  numerous  re- 
fignations.  It  was  loft,  on  a  di- 
vilion*  by  a  majority  of  one  only, 
the  numbers  being  27  to  26.  The 
next  divilion  was  on  an 
amendmen  t  propofed  by  M f . 
Grey*  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
volunteers  difmiffed  by  their  com¬ 
manding  officer  an  appeal  to  a  board 
of  Inquiry ;  this  was  loft  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  47,  there  appearing  on 
the  divifion  1 16  againft  it*  while 
only  69  fupported  it. 

j  The  courfe  of  debate  on 
^  *  the  volunteer  bill  was  in¬ 

terrupted  by  a  motion  of  which 
Mr.  Pitt  had  before  given  notice, 
on  a  fubjedl  of  much  higher  inte- 
reft,  the  naval  defence  of  the  coun¬ 
try  5  a  queftiOn  which  was  ex¬ 
pelled*  more  than  any  other,  to  try 
the  ftrength  of  the  rhiniftry,  and 
even  to  (hake  their  power  to  its 
foundation; 

Mr.  Pitt  began  by  exprefting 
his  expeflation  that  part  of  the  ob¬ 
jects  he  intended  to  move  for  would 
be  granted  by  minifters  without  re- 
fiftance.  His  firft  motion,  he  faid, 
would  be  for  an  addrefs,  requeft- 
ing  that  his  Majefty  would  order 
to  be  laid  before  parliament  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  number  of  fhips  of  the 
line,  fhips  of  50  guns,  frigates, 
floops  of  war*  bombs,  hired  armed 
veffels,  &c.  in  commiffion  on  the 
31ft  of  December  1 793,  on  the  30th 
of  September  1801,  and  on  the 
31ft  of  December  1803,  fpecifying 
the  fervice  in  which  they  were  re- 
fpe&i vely  employed.  He  made  this' 


motion,  he  faid,  becaufe  he  was 
convinced  that  if  the  papers  were 
granted,  it  would  appear  that  the 
number  of  that  defcription  of  our 
naval  force,  fit  to  repel  the  acftuat 
attempts  of  the  enemy,  was  at  the 
prefent  moment  much  inferior  and 
lefs  adequate  to  the  exigency  of 
the  danger,  than  at  any  period  in 
former  times.  Having  faid  a  few 
words  on  the  imperious  neceffity 
v/hich  exifted  for  a  great  and  vi¬ 
gorous  effort  to  fecure  our  coaffs 
from  attack,  he  adverted  to  the 
fpecies  of  naval  force  beft  calcu¬ 
lated  to  meet  and  defeat  that  pre¬ 
paring  by  the  enemy,  to  aecom- 
plifti  the  great  and  favourite  ob= 
je<ft  of  invafion.  The  Admiralty 
had  confidered  gun -veffels  to  be 
beft  calculated  for  this  purpofe,  and 
yet  only  twenty-three  gun;. veffels 
were  provided,  as  an  augmentation 
to  this  fpecies  of  naval  force,  five 
of  which  were  to  be  completed  in 
three,  and  the  remainder  in  fix 
months.  Vigorous  exertion  had 
been  evidently  neceffary  through 
the  whole  fummer.  In  the  month 
of  Augdft,  vve  had  feen  tranfports 
for  the  conveyance  of  troops  col- 
ledfting  daily  in  the  port  of  Bou¬ 
logne  ;  we  had  feen  them  gaining 
new  ftrength  and  new  additions* 
during  the  fine  weather,  until  the 
months  of  November  and  Decem¬ 
ber  ;  and  we  knew  that  they  had 
increafed  to  upwards  of  1000  in 
the  fame  port,  independent  of  the 
armament  inHelvoet,  in  the  Texel, 
in  Breft,  and  other  points  of  at¬ 
tack  ;  what  reafon  then  could  be 
affigned  for  the  grofs  negleft  which 
had  taken  place  in  this  refpedl  ? 
He  hoped  he  (hould  not  be  thought 
unreafonable  in  afking,  why  the 
beft  and  moft  effectual  means  of 
meeting  and  triumphing  over  the 
[£  2]  danger* 
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danger,  had.  been  fo  long  f expend¬ 
ed  ;  and  why  a  part  of  our  coun- 
tera&ing  exertions,  in  the  naval 
department  of  our  ftrength,  had 
been  deferred. for  three  months,  and 
the  more  conhderable  part  had  been 
poftponed  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
months  ?  If  the  documents  he  re¬ 
quired  were  granted,  he  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  prove,  that  the  means 
of  defence  by  pun. boats  had  been 
improperly  ufed,  and  much  lefs  vi¬ 
gour  difplayed  in  preparing  them, 
than  had  been  (hewn  in  the  laft  war, 
and  particularly  in  1794,  1 797, 
and  1801,  Thefe  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  grounds  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  praying  him  to  ufe  addi¬ 
tional  vigour  and  expedition  in  pre¬ 
paring  aud  maturing  our  naval 
means  of  defence,  againft  the  ene¬ 
my's  armaments;  for  employing  re¬ 
doubled  adlivitv  againft  the  danger 
with  which  we  were  threatened  ; 
and  for  guarding  the  narrow  feas 
with  more  ftridenefs  and  vigilance. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  if  his  frft  motion 
was  granted,  his  next  would  be 
for  a  copy  of  the  contracts  made, 
and  the  orders  given  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  1793,  1797, 
and  1803,  with  -  refpedl  to  the 
number  o(  gun-veffels  to  be  built, 
diftinguifhing  the  time  at  which 
caph  contract  was  made,  the  period 
In  which  it  was  to  be  brought  to  a 
conclufion,  and  the  amount  of  the 
furrt  to  be  paid  for  the  performance 
of  it.  This  account  would  fhew 
the  opinion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  on  the  fubjedi,  and  would 
alfo  afford  the  means  of  comparing 
our  naval  ftrer.gth  in  this  refpedi, 
as  it  afluaiiy  exifted,  with  what  it 
was  in  former  inftances,  and  tend 
mod  ieffentially  to  promote  that 
end  for  which  we  could  not  be  too 
zealous  in  our  wilhes,  the  feeurity 


of  the  country.  Another  obje£l/ 
of  the  higheft  importance  to  the 
country,  and  to  Europe  at  large, 
might,  to  fome,  appear  fame  what 
remote  from  the  prefen  t  fubjedl ;  it 
related  nor  to  our  prefen t  danger, 
and  our  adtual  exertions,  but  to  what 
fliould  be  our  fyftem  of  conduft, 
even  were  peace  to  be  concluded, 
with  refpeT  to  any  future  war.  In 
1  80 1,  it  was  impofiible  to  fuppofe 
that  the  navy  did  not  require  more 
exertion  than  in  1793*  for  every 
thing  indicated  that  it  was  not  fo 
promifing  as  in  the  beginning  of  the 
former  war.  Minifters  were  bound 
to  make  every  poffible  exertion, 
and  even  efforts  altogether  unpre¬ 
cedented,  to  augment  and  repair 
the  navy  at  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  war,  from  motives  and 
caufes  which  did  not  exift  in  the 
commencement  of  the  former  war. 
There  were  two  modes  of  increaf- 
ing  our  naval  ftrengthwith  refpe<fk 
to  our  (hipping  ;  the  one  by  build¬ 
ing  veffels  in  the  King’s  yards,  the 
other  in  building  them,  in  confe- 
quence  of  private  contracts,  in  the. 

merchants’  yards.  If  w?e  were 
* 

to  look  to  the  progrefs  of  our 
naval  improvement  for  a  very  long 
time,  we  fhould  find  that  no  lefs. 
than  two  thirds  of  it  had  been  built 
in  the  merchants’  yards  ;.  and  build¬ 
ing  in  the  King’s  yards,  in  timeo^ 
war,  was  nearly  fufpended  altoge¬ 
ther.  It  was  alfo  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  great  augmentation  of  our 
navy  did  not  arife  from  drips  begun 
in  a  period  of  war,  but  from  fhips 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the  ftocks 
for  feveral  years  antecedent.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  war,  out  of  twenty- 
four  (hips  of  the  line,  prepared  and 
ftnifhed  for  adlual  fervice,  two  alone 
were  fupplied  from  his  Majefty’s 
yards.  From  thefe  fafts,  he  wifhed 
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to  eftablifh  it  as  a  fyftem  which 
fhould  be  aCted  upon,  that  when 
the  circuraftances  of  the  times  re¬ 
quired  extraordinary  efforts,  mi- 
nifters  fhould  look  to  the  building 
of  fhips  by  contraCt,  and  alfo  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  navy  ;  not  in 
the  precife  moment  when  neceffity 
calls  for  exertion,  but  many  years 
antecedent  to  the  preffure  of  ary 
unforefeen  exigency.  Now,  iince 
the  prefent  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
had  come  into  office,  only  two  fhips 
of  the  line  had  been  contracted  for 
to  be  built  in  the  merchants’  yards. 
Entering  on  the  prefent  war,  when 
our  navy  could  not  be  in  fo  good  a 
condition  as  at  the  beginning  of  the 
former  war,  every  poffible  means 
fhould  have  been  taken  to  augment 
and  ftre'ngthen  it ;  it  wTas  a  period 
which  required  greater  exertion, 
and  yet  only  two  fhips  of  the  line 
had  been  contracted  for ;  while, 
during  the  lad  war,  out  of  29  (hips 
of  the  line,  the  King’s  yards  fur- 
nifhed  hut  two.  Nor  did  this  de¬ 
ficiency  arife  from  the  impractica¬ 
bility  of  forming  contracts,  for 
there  were,  at  the  moment,  docks 
and  flips  in  the  River,  unoccupied, 
calculated  for  building  14  or  15 
fhips  of  the  line.  His  next  mo¬ 
tion,  therefore,  would  be,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  houfe  a  lift 
of  fuch  fhips  as  had  been  built  in 
the  King’s  yards  in  1793  and  1  801. 
But,  if  gentlemen  fhould  think  any 
information  on  this  head  might  be 
the  channel  of  improper  intelli¬ 
gence  to  the  enemy,  he  would  ab- 
ftain  from  preffing  the  motion  on 
the  houfe. 

On  the  fubjeCt  of  manning  the 
navy,  he  obferved,  that  in  the  for¬ 
mer  war  we  fet  out  with  16,000 
men, who  were  foon  after  augmented 
with  2000  more,  and  in  the  courfe 


of  the  year  were  incrcafed  to  the 
number  of  75  or  76,000,  includ¬ 
ing  marines.  In  the  prefent  war 
wre  ftarted  with  50,000  men, 
and  it  fhould  not  pafs  unnoticed, 
that  we  alfo  engaged  in  it  when 
our  mercantile  marine  was  increafed, 
in  a  material  proportion.  Yet,  - 
what  was  done  ?  Why,  although 
we  began  with  50,000  men,  and 
had  all  the  great  advantages  arifing 
from  an  unprecedented  profperity 
of  trade  and  commerce,  our  naval 
force  did  not  exceed  in  the  number 
of  men  86,000,  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Thus,  in  the  firft  year  of 
the  former,  war,  we  had  an  increafe 
of  60,000  feamen#  and  on  the  firft 
year  of  the  prefent  war,  an  augmen¬ 
tation  of  36,000  only.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving  his  firft  refolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tierney  rofe  to  anfwer  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  began  by  remarking  how 
extraordinary  it  was  that  a  motion 
of  inquiry,  tending  to  a  cenfure  of 
the  Admiralty,  fhould  be  propofed 
juft  at  a  time  when  all  the  enemy’s 
ports  were  fealed  up,  our  commerce 
proteCted  in  every  direction,  and 
our  trade  profperous  in  an  unex¬ 
ampled  degree.  If  I  recoiled 
right,  he  proceeded,  there  was  a 
time  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  unbounded  in  his 
expreffions  of  efteem  for  the  capa¬ 
city  and  talents  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  I  fhould  wifti 
to  know  how  long  it  is,  fince  he  has 
changed  his  mind  refpe&ing  that 
noble  lord.  It  cannot  be  out  of 
recollection  of  the  houfe,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  fpoke 
in  terms  of  the  higheft  panegyric 
of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and  that, 
when  he  recomended  others  to  fill 
fituations  under  government,  as 
likely  to  execute  the  duties  of  their 

[£3]  sffies 
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office  with  credit,  he  mentioned 
the  noble  earl  as  one  fo  admirably 
qualified  to  prefide  over  the  naval 
department,  that,  the  whole  country 
looked  up  to  him  as  the  only  per- 
fon  fitted  for  the  fituation  of  firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  great  talents  of  Earl 
St.  Vincent,  let  me  fay,  although 
they  can  derive  no  fupport  from  my 
feeble  praife,  I  believe  no  man  is 
fuperior  to  him  as  an  admiral  ;  and 
1  am  confident  I  fhall  be  borne  out 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
public,  when  I  ftate,  that  his  fer- 
vices  have  been  no  lefs  fplendid 
than  produdiive  of  folid  and  per¬ 
manent  advantages.  I  alfo  know, 
that  fuch  are  his  patriotifm  and  his 
fenfe  of  honour,  that  the  noble  lord 
would  rather  fuffer  every  thing, 
than  Jofe  what  he  values  beyond  all 
other  confiderations,  the  confidence 
of  his  countrymen.  Mr,  Tierney 
objected  ftrongly  to  the  production 
of  the  papers  required,  and  W2s  at 
a  lofs  to  conceive  how  the  meafure 
could,  for  a  fingle  inftant,  be  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  houfe,  when  no 
cauie,  no  fact,  was  brought  forward 
in  fupport  of  it ;  when  every  pofi- 
fible  energy  pervaded  the  whole 
branch  of  the  public  fervice  over 
which  the  noble  lord  prefided ; 
when,  naval  (kill,  vigilance,  and 
activity,  were  displayed  in  every 
quarter,  and  the  belt  officers  were 
employed  in  every  direction,  with 
the  higheft  honour  to  themfelves, 
and  the  greatefl  advantages  to  their 
country, 

Mr.  Tierney  treated  the  charge 
refpecting  the  fmall  preparation  of 
gun-boats,  as  calculated  to  deprefs 
the  fpirit  of  the  nation,  but  in  an- 
iwer,  he  undertook  to  (hew  that 
there  was  an  ample  force  of  all 
kinds,  and  particularly  of  that  pt~ 


* 

culiar  kind  of  naval  force,  which 
was  adapted  to  meet  the  enemy's 
armament  on  the  coaft.  The  (hips 
of  the  line,  frigates,  (loops  of  war, 
bombs  and  other  veflels,  amounted 
to  51 1  ;  block-lhips,  fupplied  by 
the  Trinity  Houfe,  9;  the  lighters 
and  fmall  craft,  fitted  in  the  King's 
yards,  were,  according  to  the  laft 
returns,  373  ;  the  (hips  furnilhed 
by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  19; 
and  the  flotilla,  completely  equipped 
and  ready  for  immediate  fervice, 
amounted  to  624 .  Making  alto¬ 
gether  1,536  ;  and  yet  this  force 
of  1,536  veflels  had  been  prepared 
and  completed  by  this  unworthy 
Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  1  On 
the  fubjeCt  of  gun-boats,  as  well  as 
on  the  preference  to  be  given  to 
merchants'  yards  over  the  royal 
yards  for  building  (hips,  Mr. Tier¬ 
ney  faid,  the  country  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  more  inclined  to  confide, 
and  might  more  fafely  confide  in 
the  judgment  of  Lord  St.  Vincent, 
than  in  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  whofe 
obfervations  on  this  head,  he  faid, 
fmelt  of  a  contract. 

On  the  fubjeft  of  feamen  raified, 
Mr.  1  ierney  faid  he  had  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  agree  to  the  production  of 
that  account ;  but  the  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  had  not  taken 
a  fair  comparative  view  of  the 
number  raifed  within  the  firft  year 
oi  the  laft  war  and  the  year  i  803 e 
At  the  former  period,  after  a  peace 
of  ten  years,  the  navy  derived  a 
very  confiderable  increafe  of  men 
from  the  fpirit  of  enterprize,  the 
profpeCt  of  prize-money,  and  the 
great  diftrefs  of  the  mercantile  in- 
tereft.  There  was  alfo,  at  that 
time,  nofuppleinentary  militia,  no 
army  of  referve,  nor  a  variety  of 
collateral  circumftances,  which,  in 
the  actual  conjuncture  of  affairs, 

prevented 
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prevented  the  fupplies  of  men  for 
the  fea  fervice.  Thefuccefs  which 
had  attended  the  levy  of  men  in 
the  prefent  year  was  truly  fatisfac- 
tory,  confidering  that  the  land 
fervice  had  required  great  efforts, 
that  the  volunteer  force  alone 
amounted  to  450,000  m<m  ;  and  fo 
farfhould  parliament  be  from  blam¬ 
ing  Lord  St.  Vincent,  that  his  con- 
dud  in  this  refped  was  intitled  to 
the  higheft  praife.  It  appeared, 
that  of  the  100,000  men  voted  by 
parliament,  there  were  not  quite 
2000  deficient  ;  for,  by  the  re¬ 
turns  made,  there  were  in  adual 
fervice,  to  the  3 ill  of  December, 
76,000  men  ;  according  to  the  re¬ 
turns  made  to  the  Admiralty  by  the 
regulating  captains,  6,441  ;  and 
the  marines  amounted,  on  the  10th 
of  March,  to  15,673  men  ;  giving 
a  total  of  98,174  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines.  Could  a  more  fuccefsful 
exertion  have  been  made  in  the 
teeth  of  the  volunteers,  of  the  army 
of  referve,  and  of  the  fupplementary 
militia,  where  only  1.700  men 
were  wanting  to  complete  the  whole 
of  the  ell i mate  ?  But  we  had  alfo 
a  force  of  25,000  fea  fencibles  for 
Great  Britain,  putting  Ireland  out 
of  the  queftion.  After  a  high  pa- 
negyric  on  the  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  an  obfervation 
that  Mr.  Pitt's  fpeech  would  tend 
to  infpirit  the  enemy,  Mr.  Tierney 
concluded,  by  declaring  his  readi- 
nefs  to  grant  two  of  the  papers  re¬ 
quired,  but  withholding  the  reft, 
and  he  moved  an  amendment  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  and  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Pellew  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  Admiralty.  The  latter 
fpoke  with  great  contempt  of  the 
fhips  built  by  contract  at  the  mer¬ 
chants’  yards,  two  of  them  he  had 
fecn,  the  Ajax  and  the  Achilles, 
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and  took  them  for  Frenchmen. 
The  boafted  gun-boats  too,  he  de¬ 
cried  as  the  moll  contemptible  mof- 
quito  craft  that  could  be  employed. 

Admiral  Berkeley,  on  the  other 
fide,  controverted  Mr.  Tierney’s 
aflertion,  that  the  naval  force 
voted  by  parliament  had  been  all 
raifed  except  ahout  1700  men.  To 
hear  him  make  fuch  a  ftatement, 
he  muft  fuppofe  that  he  was  fo 
newly  come  into  office,  and  as  yet 
felt  himfelf  fo  little  at  home  in  it, 
that  he  had  neither  examined  the 
truth  of  his  affertions,  nor  aiked 
any  profeflional  peifon  if  they  could 
poflibly  be  exa <T.  The  fa 61  was, 
that  he  had  taken  the  whole  of  the 
returns  of  the  Navy  Office  from 
the  monthly  books  of  the  (hips, 
which  amounted  to  76,000  men,  in 
which  the  marines  were  included, 
and  had  added  the  15,000  marines 
which  were  returned  to  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  from  the  head  quarters.  Did  he 
mean  to  fay,  that  there  were  1 5,000 
marines  at  this  time  who  were  not 
embarked.  Becaufe  certainly  the 
fact  was  not  fo.  There  was  hardly 
a  marine  at  any  of  the  head  quar¬ 
ters.  They  were  all  embarked  on 
board  the  fleet,  and  included,  as 
well  as  the  6000  imprefled  feamen, 
in  the  returns  of  the  Navy  Office, 
and  confequently  included  in  the 
76,000  men  ;  which  brought  the 
queftion,  if  it  had  any  reference  to 
the  motion  before  the  houfe,  to  a 
ftate  much  nearer  the  truth,  viz. 
that  inftead  of  the  feamen  being 
equal  to  the  vote,  which  was  for 
100,000  men,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  1700  fliort  of  that  vote,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  deficiency 
was  nearly  20,000.  The  Admiral 
alfo  denied  the  corredlnefs  of  the 
ftatement  refpedting  the  number  of 
vt  flels,  unlefs  it  was  meant  to  call 
every  cockle-ftiell  in  which  a  gun 
[L  4]  was 
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was  placed,  a  gun-veflel.  He  com¬ 
plained  too  of  the  infufficient  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  to  trade  ;  giving, 
as  an  indance,  that  out  of  a  late 
convoy ,  1 9  had  been  taken  and  car¬ 
ried  into  Spanifh  and  French  ports ; 
and  even  between  Spithead  and  the 
Downs,  a  rich  Well  lndiaman  had 
been  captured  by  the  enemy’s  pri¬ 
vateers.  He  wifhed  to  fee  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  every  part  of  the  naval 
fyftem,  into  the  treatment  of  the 
officers  and  men,  into  the  lituatlon 
and  date  of  the  (hips,  into  the  date 
of  the  dock-yards,  and  into  the 
want  of  dores  and  artificers ;  for, 
of  thefe  lad,  he  underdood,  there 
was  a  defalcation  of  800  fhip- 
wrights  lefs  than  the  ufual  war 
eftablifhment.  This  inquiry  would 
either  prove  the  negligence  and  in¬ 
capacity  of  the  Admiralty,  or  place 
their  fame  fo  high  as  not  to  be 
touched  by  the  breath  of  dander. 
Upon  thefe  heads,  however,  he 
fhould  not  enlarge,  as  they  were 
extraneous  to  the  motion  before  the 
ho ufe  ;  not  but  he  held  papers  on 
this  fubjedt,  which  might  make  the 
Jioufe  dart.  Thefe  contained  fub- 
jetds  which,  even  in  that  houfe, 
were  too  dreadful  and  too  delicate 
to  date  publicly.  But  this  lie  did 
not  hefitate  to  affirm,  and  he  begged 
the  houfe  to  remember,  that  he 
warned  them  of  it  5  that  if  the  pre¬ 
fer!  t  fyftem  was  purfued,  whoever 
might  be  at  the  Admiralty,  if 
this  fyftem  was  not  immediately 
changed,  the  mod  dreadful,  the 
mod  fatal  calamity  that  ever  hap¬ 
pened  to  this  country  might  be 
expedled. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  having  made 
a  fpeech  of  confiderabje  length,  in 
fupportof  Mr.  Pitt’s  motions,  Mr. 
Sheridan  delivered  his  opinions  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  After  noticing 


feveral  paffages  in  Mr.  Wilber- 

force’s  fpeech,  he  treated  the 

prefent  motion  as  a  direfl  at¬ 
tack  on  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and 

really,  lie  faid,  he  had  never  heard 
of  any  public  character  for  whom 
men  were  more  forward  to  profefs 
refpeft,  nor  one  that  was  fo  much 
refpefted,  and  yet  fo  much  afperfed. 
He  would  afk  the  right  honourable 
mover  of  this  propofition,  what 
were  the  reafons,  for  he  certainly 
had  not  dated  any,  which  had  pro¬ 
voked  him  to  alter  his  fentiments 
with  refpedf  to  the  noble  lord  who 
was  the  fubjedl  of  fuch  warm  pane¬ 
gyric,  upon  the  firft  acceftion  of  the 
prefent  minifters  to  office ;  and  who, 
he  would  be  curious  to  know,  did 
the  right  hon,  gentleman  think  more 
adequate  to  the  high  ftation  he 
filled ;  whom  would  he  recommend 
to  fucceed  him  ?  If  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  did  pronounce 
the  fpiendid  panegyric  upon  this 
noble  lord  upon  light  grounds,  he 
was  certainly  very  cenfurable,  for 
he  was,  as  it  were,  giving  a  falfe 
character,  and  that  of  a  great  pub¬ 
lic  fervant ;  but  it  was  well  known 
that  thofc  grounds  were  not  light, 
they  reded  upon  the  higheft  public 
fervices,  and  were  fupported  by  the 
warm  and  unanimous  applaufes  of 
the  country.  Why  then  had  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  or  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
lad,  changed  their  opinions  ?  Why 
had  they  altered  their  fentiments 
of  the  noble  lord  ?  What  fadls  had 
they  in  their  power  to  produce  ? 
On  every  fuch  motion  heretofore, 
particularly  during  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  ample  grounds 
were  laid  to  demand  inquiry  ;  but 
in  this  indance  the  demand  was 
unfupported,  not  merely  by  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  but  by  common  decency  => 

He 
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He  did  not  intend  to  attribute  im¬ 
proper  motives  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  mover  ;  but  would  aik 
what  good  could  he  accomplifh  by 
the  production  of  papers  refpedting 
the  Hate  of  our  navy  in  a  former 
war  ?  What  were  his  views  ?  Did 
he  mean  to  inftitute  a  comparifon 
between  Lord  St.  Vincent  and  Lord 
Spencer?  To  afcertain  which  of 
the  two  was  better  qualified  to 
manage  our  naval  concerns  ?  He 
could  not  fee  the  purpofe  of  fuch  a 
contrail.  Indeed,  if  a  ftranger 
were  ro  obferve  the  whole  of  this 
proceeding,  he  would  not  hefitate 
to  pronounce  that  it  could  be  only 
actuated  by  factious  and  party  mo¬ 
tives.  He  then  noticed  the  utter 
inutility  of  gun. boats,  obferving 
that  out  of  t  20,  built  bv  contraft 
during  the  late  war,  87  were  fold, 
after  advertifement,  for  almoft  no¬ 
thing;  fome,  which  could  not  be 
difpofed  of,  were  retained,  and  fix 
were  fent  to  Jer fey,  which  were 
found  fo  utterly  ufelefs,  that  Capt. 
D’Auvergne  knew  not  what  to  do 
with  them.  He,  however,  fent 
five  of  them  home  fome  time  after, 
and  was  obliged  to  fend  fome  of  his 
beft  cruifers  to  tow  them  fafely. 
Of  thefe  boats,  he  further  obferved, 
that  whatever  might  be  their  ufe 
in  the  fhoals  along  the  French 
coaft,  they  fnrely  were  incapable  of 
any  degree  of  utility,  comparable 
to  that  which  might  be  derived 
from  large  (hipping  upon  our  own 
coaft.  Wherever  the  latter  could 
be  employed,  the  former  mud.  be 
comparatively  ufelefs.  It  was  no¬ 
torious  that,  all  along  from  Peven- 
fey  to  Dungenefs,  a  man  of  war 
could  anchor  clofe  in  (hore,  fuch 
was  the  depth  of  water.  This, 
therefore,  was  the  defcription  of 
force  upon  which  he  would  place  his 


[169 

confidence,  either  for  attackorde- 
fence.  As  to  the  former,  who  could 
entertain  a  doubt  that  if  French 
gun-boats  fhould  venture  out,  and 
the  flighted;  breeze  fhould  arife, 
that  Captain  Markham,  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Pellew,  Sir  Thomas  Trow¬ 
bridge,  or,  in  fad,  any  officer 
known  in  our  naval  records,  would 
not,  with  a  fingle  74,  fhoot  through 
and  fink  a  crowd  of  that  con-? 
temptible  craft.  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  reflated  and  vindicated  Mr, 
Tierney’s  affection,  refpedting  the 
manning  of  the  navy,  treated  the 
notion  of  relying  on  gun-boats 
when  men  of  war  could  ad,  as  a 
revival  of  the  age  of  chivalry,  ap¬ 
plauded  the  board  of  Admiralty  for 
their  general  condud,  proved  their 
fuperiority  to  their  predeceifors,  by 
referring  to  fome  reports  already 
publifhed  by  the  Commiffionets  of 
Naval  Inquiry,  and  renewed  his 
panegyric  on  the  firft  lord  in  parti¬ 
cular.  He  noticed  Mr.  Pitt’s  ftate- 
ment  of  the  preference  to  be 
given  to  private  yards  over  the 
royal  dock-yards,  in  thefe  terms : 
f(  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  faid,  that  it  is  impoffible,  during 
war,  to  build  any  number  of  fhips 
in  the  King’s  dock-yards,  and  that, 
therefore,  a  necefiity  arifes  of  re¬ 
folding  to  the  merchants’  yards. 
What  a  melancholy  expreflion ;  that 
in  thofe  yards,  where  there  are 
3,200  men  employed,  nothing  more 
than  the  mere  repair  of  ffiips  could 
be  done!  If  fo,  then  our  furprife 
mull  be  diminilhed,  that  a  French 
fleet  fhould  have  been  permitted,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  war,  to  find 
its  way  to  Egypt,  and  another 
French  fleet  to  fail  to  Ireland, 
where  nothing  but  the  elements 
offered  to  prevent  a  formidable 
French  army  from  landing.  If, 

however. 


AN N UAL  REG  ISTER,  1 S04. 


170] 

however,  the  King's  clock -yards 
are  really  fo  little  ufeful,  or  rather 
fo  tifelefs,  they  ought  to  be  abo- 
lifhed  altogether.  A  new  fyftem 
ought  to  be  adopted.  If  they 
could  only  finifh  in  thefe  yards 
24  fail  of  the  line,  15  frigates,  and 
fome  few  Hoops,  in  the  courfe  of 
twenty  years,  although  it  is  known 
that  45  fhipwrights  can  build  a  74 
in  one  year,  that  there  are  3,200 
fhipwrights  in  thofe  yards,  and 
that  the  expence,  &c.  could  not 
be  lefs  in  twenty  years  than 
^.4,100,000,  a  fum  equal  to  the 
building  of  the  whole  navy  of  Eng¬ 
land,  it  follows,  of  courfe,  that  it 
is  bad  policy  to  continue  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  thefe  dock-yards.  It  is 
befides  well  known  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  fyftem  of  thefe  yards  is  bad. 
There  is  no  difference  in  the  wages 
allowed  to  the  workmen;  theunfkil- 
ful  can  earn  as  much  as  thofe  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  defcription.  Thus  emulation 
is  prevented,  and  many  advantages, 
of  courfe,  loft  to  the  employers.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  may 
anfwer  this,  and  fay,  that  although 
fo  many  abufes  have  been  detected 
by  the  Commiffioners  of  Naval  In¬ 
quiry,  that  Hill  the  fyftem  of  the 
dock-yards  is  good  :  but  I  affert, 
and  am  prepared  to  maintain  the 
affertion,  that  abufes  pervade  every 
department  of  the  fyftem.  Does 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
know  of  the  frauds  which  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  have  found  to  have  been 
committed  in  every  article  -with 
which  thefe  yards  are  furnifhed,  par¬ 
ticularly  blocks  ?  From  thefe  abufes 
arifes  the  neceiiity  of  advertifmg 
for  contra&ors  to  build  (hipping  ; 
and  as  to  correct  them,  to  produce 
integrity  and  arrangement  in  all 
the  departments  of  the  navy,  is  and 
has  been  the  great  endeavour  of  the 


high  character  upon  whom  it  ap* 
pears  to  be  the  objedl  of  the  motion 
before  the  houfe  to  fix  an  imputa¬ 
tion,  I  fhall  vote  againft  it,  with 
as  much  fatisfafrion  as  ever  I  gave 
a  vote  fince  I  had  the  honour  of  a 
feat  in  this  houfe,  fully  convinced 
that  fuch  a  motion  is  calculated  to 
gratify  the  corrupt,  to  frown  upon 
reform,  and  to  aflari  the  reputation 
of  a  gallant  officer,  whofe  claims  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  country  can 
only  be  equalled  by  the  efteem  and 
attachment  he  enjoys  among  all  that 
are  great  and  good.5' 

Mr.  Fox  acknowledged  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  had  made,  as  ufual, 
a  brilliant  fpeech,  and  concurred  in 
his  praife  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  but 
minifters,  he  faid,  had  but  two 
courfes  which  they  could  with  pro¬ 
priety  purfue,  either  to  fay  that  no 
cafe  whatever  had  been  made  out, 
and  then  refufe  all  the  papers  afked, 
or  to  produce  all  the  papers  which 
could  reafonably  be  afked  for,  and 
upon  the  confideration  of  thofe  to 
call  for  the  cenfure  or  acquittal  of 
the  houfe.  But  the  line  of  conduct 
which  they  had  taken,  did  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other.  By  grant¬ 
ing  fome  papers  and  refufing  others, 
they  admitted  enough  to  counte¬ 
nance  the  fufpicion  of  fomething 
wrong  in  the  naval  adminiftration, 
and  did  not  go  far  enough  to  let 
that  fufpicion  be  wiped  away. 
They  wifhed  to  have  defended 
Lord  St.  Vincent  as  they  would 
have  defended  themfelves ;  they 
wifhed  to  put  him  on  a  level  with 
them,  to  obtain  the  precedent  of 
his  great  name  to  refift  inquiry,  fo 
that  every  other  inquiry  might  be 
fruflrated ;  they  wifhed  to  put  him 
on  a  level  with  Lord  Hardwicke, 
fo  that  the  refufal  of  inquiry  in  the 
inftance  of  one  that  could  bear  it, 

,  might 
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might  be  an  argument  for  fetting 
inquiry  afide,  when  it  might  tend 
to  produce  difcoveries  they  would 
jupprefs.  Mr.  Fox  then  confidered 
the  miniftry,  and  Mr.  Wilbcrforce, 
if  not  Mr,  Pitt,  as  enemies,  rather 
than  friends  to  the  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  afcribed  their 
hoftility  to  his  great  exertions  in 
deteding  and  preventing  corrup¬ 
tion  and  jobs.  On  the  14th  of 
February,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  he  en¬ 
gaged  and  vanquifhed  the  enemy  ; 
but  he  has  waged  a  war  no  lefs  dif¬ 
ficult,  with  jobs,  and  contrads, 
and  frauds.  He  has  broken  the 
embattled  line,  no  lefs  arduous  than 
to  penetrate  that  of  the  enemy. 
My  admiration  of  him  is  increafed 
to  find  him  poffefs,  in  fo  high  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  which  is  more  rare  than 
gallantry  in  the  field,  civil  cou¬ 
rage  and  decifion,  as  well  as  per- 
fonal  bravery.  During  the  whole 
debate,  he  added,  the  only  perfon 
who  has  made  any  dired  charge 
againft  the  condud  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  in  general,  is  my  honourable 
and  gallant  relation  (Admiral 
Berkeley).  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  the  motions, 
feems  to  me  to  have  made  out  little 
or  no  cafe.  He  then  adverted  to 
the  fubjed  of  gun-boats,  and  after 
animadverting  on  feveral  parts  of 
Mr.  Tierney’s  fpeech,  made  the 
following  obfervations.  On  the 
general  charader  of  minifters  with 
the  public,  I  fhall  give  no  tefti- 
mony  ;  but  if  the  condud  of  mi¬ 
nifters  were  to  be  the  fubjed  of 
difcuffion,  and  decided  by  argu¬ 
ment,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
{how  what  the  public  ou^ht  to 
think  of  them.  This,  fufter  me  to 
illuftraie,  by  one  of  thofe  good- 
humoured  comparifons,  which,  on 
general  principles,  often  afford  the 
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beft  illuftrations.  In  one  of  Mo- 
Here’s  plays,  a  grave  old  gentle¬ 
man  marries  a  young  wife,  or  does 
fomething  or  other  not  very  fuit- 
able  to  his  charader.  Every  body, 
however,  is  mightily  qontent  with 
what  he  had  done,  except  that 
when  it  is  mentioned  every  one 
burft  out  a-laughing.  In  the  fame 
manner,  though  it  happens  that 
every  body  is  fo  well  content  with 
the  prefen  t  minifters,  yet,  when 
their  merits  are  fpoken  of,  it  ge¬ 
nerally  produces  a  laugh,  or  at 
leaft  a  fmile,  on  every  counte¬ 
nance. 

The  debate  was  continued  fome 
time  longer,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  turned  on  the  queftion,  whether 
it  would  be  more  demonftrative  of 
high  confideration  for  Lord  St, 
Vincent  to  vote  for  or  againft  Mr. 
Pitt’s  motion.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  feveral  other 
members,  were  againft  the  motion, 
and  Sir  William  Curtis,  inanfwer 
to  the  charge  that  the  trade  of  the 
country  was  negleded,  faid,  that 
it  was  never  fo  well  proteded  as  at 
the  prefent  moment.  In  the  year 
1793,  the  number  of  veflels  taken 
by  the  enemy  was  41  8;  in  1794, 
they  were  484;  in  1795,  493; 
and  in  1 796,  there  were  no  lefs  than 
793  veflels  of  various  defcriptions 

loft.  He  did  not  know  what  gentle¬ 
men  would  wi(h  to  have,  when  we 
had  fleets  at  prefent  every  where. 
Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  Mr.  Courte¬ 
nay,  and  fome  other  members  were 
heard  in  fupport  of  the  motion* 
when  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  to  reply. 

After  treating  on  the  charader 
of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and  the  ne~ 
ceflity  of  inquiry,  that  he  might  be* 
fully  vindicated;  Mr.  Pitt  re¬ 
proached  minifters  fcverely  for  not 
availing  themfeives  of  the  in, 

termedi^t# 
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termediate  fpace  between  peace  and 
war,  when  they  fa w,  according  to 
their  own  confeffionj  the  hollile 
difpofition  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  Our  naval  fpirit  had  already 
done  wonders  in  the  fyftem  of  pre¬ 
paration,  but  miniflers  had  done 
little  or  nothing.  Miniflers,  in- 
flead  of  encouraging  that  fpirit,  had 
frequently  checked  its  progrefs. 
Their  meafures  had  fometimes  been 
fo  feebly  concerted,  as  to  prefent  to 
the  mind  of  a  candid  obfervcr  no¬ 
thing  but  inftantaneous  deftrudlion, 
ruin,  and  difgrace.  To  aid  them 
in  their  duty  to  the  public,  to  dif- 
tharge  his  own  duty  to  the  nation, 
he  wilhed  for  the  information  now 
mentioned,  but  which  they  refilled 
without  aligning  a  fufficient  caufe. 
Glancing  at  Mr.  Tierney,  he  ridi¬ 
culed  the  powerful  fupport  which 
he  gave  them ;  but  dated,  that  per¬ 
haps. it  might  be  unfair  yet  to  form 
a  judgment  of  his  zeal  and  adlivity 
in  thecaufe;  for,  as  he  had  evinced 
zeal  and  adlivity  in  oppodng  a  for¬ 
mer  government,  he  might  perhaps 
Hill  evince  zeal  and  activity  in 
fupporting  the  prefent.  But  Mr, 
Pitt’s  principal  attack  was  on  Mr, 
Sheridan  :  of  whom  hefaid — Among 
the  many  alfaults  which  I  have  had 
to  repel  this  evening,  was  one  from 
a  very  brilliant  flafh  of  lightning, 
a  meteor  which  for  fome  time  has 
moved  neither  on  the  one  lide  nor 
on  the  other  ;  a  meteor  whofe  ab- 
fence  all  may,  with  me,  have  re¬ 
gretted  ;  a  meteor  which,  on  its 
return,  having  concentrated  its 
force,  has  fixed  its  rays  of  refent- 
ment  and  indigration  againd  me  ; 
but  in  whofe  blazing  face  I  can 
look  without  fear  or  dread.  No 
jnfinuations,  however  bitter  and 
bold,  will  ever  induce  me  to  fur- 
jender  my  freedom  in  this  houfe. 


1 9'h 

to 

2  2d, 


I  am  fully  determined  not  to  re¬ 
nounce  my  privileges  as  a  member 
of  parliament.  Mr.  Pitt,  while 
he  admired  the  uncommon  valour, 
and  extolled  the  vad  renown  and 
glorious  achievements  of  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  would  not  fhrink  from 
his  duty  in  cenfuring  him,  when 
prefiding  at  the  board  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  if  he  deferved  it.  His  mo¬ 
tion  implied  blame  on  his  Lord- 
fhip,  and  he  candidly  avowed,  that 
he  did  not  come  forward  on  this 
occafion  from  a  tender  regard  to  his 
character  or  conduct  while  at  the 
Board  of  Admiralty. 

On  a  dividon,  the  numbers  were, 
for  Mr.  Pitt’s  motion,  130;  againd 
it,  201  ;  majority,  7  1 . 

In  its  further  progrefs 
through  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  the  v©lunteer  confo- 
lidation  occadoned  feveral 
animated  debates,  aud  fome  divL 
dons,  in  which  the  majorities  were 
flattering  to  miniflers. 

The  bill  was  received 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
with  fome  fhew  of  oppo-  T  .. 

dtion,  in  which  Lord  12  Pn  * 
Grenville  and  Lord  Spencer  took 
the  lead,  and  propofed  feveral 
amendments,  but  the  miniftry  ge¬ 
nerally  had  a  majority  exceeding 
two  to  one.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
difcuflions,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk 
moved  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  date  of  the  defence  of  the 
country,  but  the  propodtion  was 
negatived  without  a  dividon,  and 
the  bill  was  finally  enabled  into  a 
law. 

Another  meafure,  connefled  with 
the  defence  of  the  country,  which 
occadoned  ftrenuous  debates  and  di- 
vidons,  was  a  propodtion  for  fuf- 
pending  the  operation  of  the  army 
of  refer ve  aft,  in  order  to  graft  on 

k 
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it  a  plan  for  the  augmentation  and 
improvement  of  the  regular  army. 
To  this  proportion  Mr.  Pitt  fhewed 
the  moft  decided  hoftility.  Some 
,  difcuffion  took  place  on  the 
.  ..  motion  for  going  into  a 

fn  *  committee,  and  a  delay  of 
the  meafure  having  been  thus 
,  obtained,  Mr.  Fox,  pur- 
23;i  fuant  to  a  notice  he  had 
frxi*  given,  moved  that  it  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  revife  the  feveral 
bills  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  to  confider  of  fuch  further 
meafures  as  might  be  neceffary  to 
make  that  defence  more  complete 
and  permanent.  In  fome  prelimi¬ 
nary  obfervations,  Mr.  Fox  ex¬ 
tolled  the  great  t&eal  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  all  ranks  to  Tupport  the 
war,  but  was  anxious  to  prevent 
that  circumftance  from  being  con- 
ftrued  into  an  approbation  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  war  was 
commenced,  or  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  conduced.  He  fpoke 
of  invafion  as  probable,  or  at  lead 
fo  far  fo,  that  the  nation  was  not 
to  build  hopes,  or  form  an  idea, 
that  becaufe  the  enemy  had  not 
hitherto  put  his  threats  in  execu¬ 
tion,  he  had  given  up  his  defign. 
Such  reafoning  wouid  be  fallacious 
in  the  extreme.  Omitting  the  fub- 
jeft  of  naval  defence,  hepropofed  to 
confine  himfeif  to  the  land  fervice. 
To  enable  parliament  to  judge  of 
the  date  of  defence,  mi  aiders  ought 
to  lay  on  the  table  an  exaft  account 
of  the  drength  of  the  regular  army, 
and  of  the  artiUery,  with  its  dri¬ 
vers,  horfes, carriages,  ammunition, 
&c.  He  profeffed  himfeif  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  large  regular  army  in 
time  of  war,  but  difapproved 
the  mode  of  recruiting,  and  pre¬ 
en  for  a  limited 


f erred  ruling 


time,  to  enliding  them  for  life.  To 
prove  that  the  fydem  actually  pur- 
fued  injured  the  recruiting  fervice, 
he  would  mention  a  faft,  well 
known  to  have  happened  within 
the  lad  twelvemonths  A  whole 
regiment  of  the  propofed  army  of 
referve  would  have  enlided  into  the 
regular  armv,  if  it  had  been  for  a 

O  9 

limited  fervice,  but  as  it  was,  very 
few  indeed  had  been  prevailed  on 
to  do  fo,  with  all  the  influence  that 
could  be  exerted.  Having  treated 
this  fubjeft  in  its  various  points  of 
view,  he  noticed  another  circum¬ 
ftance-  which,  he  faid,  had  greatly- 
retarded  and  injured  the  recruiting 
for  the  regular  army,  which  was 
the  pernicious  confequence  of  raid¬ 
ing  men  for  rank  ;  but  as  this 
cuftoin  had  long  prevailed,  ic 
would  require  great  fteadinefs  and 
perfeverance  to  prevent  it.  Turn¬ 
ing-  from  the  regular  force,  Mr* 
Fox  arraigned  the  compofltion  of 
the  volunteer  army,  reflating  and 
enforcing  many  of  his  former  ob- 
jeftions,  and  particularly  dwelling 
on  the  preference  to  be  given  to  a 
general  arming  of  the  people.  He 
cenfured,  with  great  feverity,  the 
aflertion  in  the  preamble  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  defence  aft,  that  the  King  had 
a  right  to  command  all  his  liege 
fubjeeb  to  take  up  arms,  and  fup- 
ported  his  opinion  by  a  reference 
to  the  work  of  Mr.  Juftice  Fofter* 
He  reprobated  the  enactments  which 
proceeded  on  the  principle  con¬ 
tained  in  this  preamble  ;  the  ballot 
was,  from  its  generality,  unjuft,  as 
men  moft  unfit  and  incapable  might 
be  drawn  and  compelled  to  ferve, 
and  the  ufe  made  of  the  aft  to  fti- 
mulate  the  volunteers,  was  like 
putting  them  in  front,  and  com¬ 
pelling  them  to  march  on  through 
fear  of  the  bayonet  behind  them. 

But, 
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But,  in  truth,  he  added,  what  is 
this  bugbear  ?  Miniflers  admit 
that  this  aft  might  have  given  way  I 
What  was  the  value  of  this  threat, 
this  ftimulus  of  the  general  defence 
aft,  which  had  its  ufe  ?  At  any 
rate,  if  the  people  wanted  a  fpur, 
as  they  do  not,  wouid  you  employ 
a  menace,  which,  in  faft,  had  in  it 
nothing  that  could  really  alarm  ? 
At  leaft  you  ought  not  to  threaten 
what  you  cannot  enforce.  I  re¬ 
member  an  anecdote  of  one  of  your 
predeceffors,  Sir,  who  is  allowed  to 
have  maintained  the  dignity  and 
authority  of  the  chair  in  a  manner 
fuperior  to  all  thofe  who  went  be¬ 
fore  him,  however  he  may  have 
yielded  to  thofe  who  have  corae 
after  him.  It  was  a  cuftom  of  that 
perfon  (Mr.  Speaker  Onflow),  when 
any  member  was  guilty  of  any  ir¬ 
regularity,  to  cry,  ft  Take  care, 
Sir,  or  I’ll  name  you.”  And,  on 
one  occafion,  a  member,  not  much 
frightened  by  the  threat,  a  iked 
coolly,  u  and  fuppofe  you  do  name 
me,  what  will  be  the  confequence  r” 

The  confequence !”  replied  the 
Speaker,  “God  only  knows!” 
Mr.  Fox,  in  conclufion,  declared 
hlmfelf  flrongly  of  opinion  that 
there  ihould  be  an  armed  peafantry, 
and  enforced  the  neceffity  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  confider  the  means  of 
cftabfifhing  and  giving  it  effeft. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  confidered  Mr.  Fox’s  obfer- 
vations  on  the  origin  of  the  war 
as  molt  unwarranted,  the  conduft 
of  government,  in  that  refpeft, 
having  been  fanftioned  almoit  una- 
tiimoufly  by  parliament,  and  on  one 
queftion,  by  Mr.  Fox  himfelf.  He 
had  made  a  motion  which  was  one  of 
the  moil  extraordinary  ever  brought 
before  the  houfe ;  a  motion  for  which 
there  was  no  precedent  in  parlia¬ 
mentary  hiftory,  to  which  there 


was  nothing  analogous  in  partial 
mentary  ufage,  and  which  he  was 
well  j uflified  in  defcrlbing  as  a 
meafure  mod  uncommon  and  ex- 
traordinay,  when  coupled  with  the 
flrange  and  lingular  matter  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  con¬ 
trived  to  mix  with  it.  Its  ob- 
jeft  was  to  appoint  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  revife  the  afts  that  had 
been  palled  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  to  confider  of,  and 
provide  adequate  means  for  the 
proieftion  of  it  in  future.  While 
he  admitted  the  power  of  the  houfe 
to  do  this,  he  might  fafely  confide 
in  thedifcrer.ion  of  gentlemen,  that 
they  would  not,  by  fupporting  the 
motion,  countenance  the  eftabliflu 
ment  of  a  committee,  which,  by 
its  proceedings  and  refult,  mud 
terminate  in  and  become,  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purpofes,  a  committee  of  a 
purely  military  nature.  The  peculi¬ 
arity  was  not  to  be  exclufively  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  purport  of  the  mo¬ 
tion,  or  the  various  details  that  it 
was  intended  to  embrace. The  mover 
had  fo  worded  it,  as  totake  in  all  de¬ 
fer!  ptions  of  perfon s  in  the  houfe* 
with  all  their  floating  and  contradic¬ 
tory  opinions  ;  one  man  objecting  to 
too  great  an  extenflon  of  one  part  of 
our  force,  another  lamenting  any  at- 
tempt  at  its  diminution  ;  fome  re¬ 
commending  a  greater,  fome  a  Idler 
addition  to  the  regular  army,  arid 
others,  who  differed  as  to  the  parti¬ 
cular  fpecies  of  naval  force  we 
flieuld  employ  ;  forne  preferring  a 
large  number  of  fmail  vefiels,  and 
fome  a  fmail  number  of  large  vef- 
lels  ;  all,  all  tliefe,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  found  means  to  gra¬ 
tify,  in  their  individual  caprices 
and  opinions,  and  to  include  them 
wi  thin  the  compafs  of  this  fweep- 
ing  and  general  motion;  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 

analyzed 
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analyzed  Mr.  Fox’s  argument,  and 
vindicated  minifters  againft  the 
charges  he  had  adduced.  He  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  for  the  origin  of 
this  motion,  he  looked  to  other  mo¬ 
tives  than  thofeMr.  Fox  had  thought 
prudent  to  avow.  He  was  to  feek 
for  other  reafons  for  a  motion  pe¬ 
culiarly  calculated  to  collet  all  the 
floating  opinions  of  the  houfe,  and 
create fuch an oppofition  to  minifters 
as  would  tend  to  produce  a  change. 
If  that  be  the  objeCf  of  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman’s  motion,  he  faid, 
let  him  (tale  it  broadly  and  une¬ 
quivocally  ;  let  him  produce  home 
fpecific  accufation  ;  let  him  bring 
forward  home  di  redd, explicit  charge, 
and  let  him  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  on  it ;  but  let  him  not  bring 
it  forward  in  this  covert  and  un¬ 
derhand  mode,  and,  by  a  detour, 
endeavour  to  ftigmatize  thofe  he 
has  not  the  courage  to  accufe 
frankly  and  manfully.  Let  not  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  fay,  have 
recourfe  to  a  paltry  expedient  of 
this  nature;  it  is  unworthy  of  him. 
If  we  are  fairly  attacked,  if  we  are 
accufed  upon  fpecific  grounds,  we 
are  ready  and  willing  to  meet  the 
charge,  and  we  (hall  find,  I  truft, 
no  difficulty  in  defending  and  jufti- 
fying  ourfelves,  upon  fair,  open, 
and  conffitutional  principles. 

Mr.  Pitt,  although  he  did  not 
in  all  points  agree  with  Mr.  Fox, 
fupported  his  motion,  and  in  a 
fpeeeh  of  confiderable  length,  made 
a  violent  attack  on  minifters,  af¬ 
firming,  that  after  twelve  months 
of  war,  preceded  by  a  peace 
which,  by  the  confeflion  of  minif¬ 
ters  themfelves,  was  a  mere  notice 
of  that  war,  and  a  war  in  which 
they  themfelves  had  been  exhaufted 
in  their  (kill ;  they  had  brought 
forward  nothing  in  which  there  had 
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not  been  a  variety  of  contradi&ions 
in  the  plans,  repugnancies  in  the 
meafures,  and  imbecility  in  the  ex. 
ccution.  Nothing  in  which  every 
ftep  had  not  been  marked  by  un- 
neceffary  delay  ;  and  meafures  at 
laft  adopted,  amounting  almoft  to 
a  retraction  of  the  principle  upon 
which  it  was  founded.  After  re¬ 
newing  his  objections  to  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  every  point  relating  to 
the  conduCt  of  the  war,  and  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  national  force,  he 
confidered  the  conduCt  purfued  with 
refpeCt  to  the  volunteers  alone 
enough  to  expofe  the  mind  of  mi¬ 
nifters  ;  to  thew  their  difacquaint- 
ance  with  the  means  of  executing 
their  own  purpofes.  Indeed  every 
circumftance  ferved  to  (hew  their 
want  of  vigour,  and  that  they  were 
incapable  of  aCting  upon  any  thing 
like  fyftem,  of  adopting  or  exe¬ 
cuting  any  well-digefted  or  ener¬ 
getic  plan  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

As  the  object  of  this  motion 
was  avowedly  to  difplace  the  mi- 
niftry,  much  of  the  debate  turned 
on  fubjeCfs  connected  with  that 
event.  Their  conduit  was  de¬ 
fended  by  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke, 
Mr,  G.  Vanfittart,  Sir  William 
Pulteney,  the  Attorney-General, 
and  Mr.  Tierney;  and  cenfured  by 
Mr.  Windham  and  fome  other 
members.  The  Attorney-General, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeeeh,  depre¬ 
cated  the  fuppofed  coalition  of  par¬ 
ties,  and,  after  a  ftrong  and  manly 
appeal  to  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  pro¬ 
bable  confluences  of  uniting  with 
the  other  portion  of  oppofition,  in 
fupport  of  fome  public  meafures 
which  they  would  be  anxious  to 
bring  forward,  he  addreffed  him- 
felf  particularly  to  Mr.  Windham, 
conjuring  him,  by  the  many  well 

fought 
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fought  day's  of  argument  he  had 
maintained  in  the  houfe;  by  the 
memory  of  his  departed  friend, 
Mr.  , Burke,  by  a  memory  he  fhould 
and  he  ought  to  refpefl  ftill  more, 
the  memory  of  his  departed  felf, 
to  paufe  before  it  was  too  late, 
ana  before  he  fhould  fign  and  feal 
for  ever  his  own  inconfiftencv. 

j 

Was  he  prepared  to  join  the  ad  vo¬ 
cates  of  French  principles  ?  or  did 
he  confider  this  as  the  proper  mo¬ 
ment  for  the  introduction  of  fuch 
principles  ?  And  he  conjured  the 
houfe  to  look  feriouhy  to  the  con- 
fequences  of  agreeing  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  motion,  as  it  rnuft  infallibly 
lead  to  the  introduction  of  a  new 
ixiiniftrv,  worfe  than  that  which  at 
prefent  exifted. 

Mr.  Windham  eonfidered  this  as 
a  mere  profeffional  fpeech,  and  ex¬ 
horted  the  learned  gentleman  to 
jecolleCl  that,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  he  was  both  advocate  and 
client.  Before  deprecating  fo 
warmly,  however,  the  union  of  op- 
pofite  fentiments,  which  he  feemed 
to  apprehend,  he  would  requeil  the 
learned  gentleman  to  look  to  a 
member  not  more  than  four  or  five 
benches  from  him  (Mr.  Tierney), 
whofe  fentiments  and  his  had  not 
been  always  congenial,  and  who 
had  been,  for  many  years,  the 
friend  and  companion  of  the  admi¬ 
rers  of  French  principles ;  who 
had  been  the  champion  of  reform, 
and  thofe  other  queflions  which 
were  fo  obnoxious  to  the  learned 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Tierney  thus  called  upon, 
Vindicated  his  own  conduCl,  and 
decried  the  coalition  of  three  large 
bodies,  who,  although  they  agreed 
in  nothing  elfe,  united  their  efFoits 
to  get  rid  of  the  prefent  miniflers. 
The  leaders  of  the  combined  par¬ 


ties  had  many  partizans  Undoiibu 
edly  ;  but  he  was  perfeftly  con¬ 
fident,  that  if  they  fucceeded, 
there  would  be  a  general  feeling  of 
regret  in  the  public  mind,  when¬ 
ever  the  prefent  adminift  ration 
fhould  retire.  The  feelings  of  the 
public  were,  he  was  certain,  with 
the  prefent  miniflers.  Where  were 
the  petitions  againft  them  ?  From 
what  city,  county,  or  borough  ? 
Some  gentlemen  in  oppofition  had 
a  pretty  good  notion  of  the  mode 
of  procuring  them  ;  but  they  did 
not  appear.  Perhaps  he  might  hear 
of  them  by  and  by  There  might 
be  fome  meetings  A  Palace  Yard 
for  that  purpofe,  and  very  pro¬ 
bably  in  the  Borough  of  South¬ 
wark  too;  but,  at  prefent,  gen¬ 
tlemen  knew,  that  to  procure  any 
thing  of  importance  in  this  way 
was  impracticable.  He  was  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied  with  the  conduCl  of 
miniflers,  and  fhould  always  look 
back  to  his  connexion  with  them 
with  fatisfaCtion. 

Mr.  Fox  was  heard  in  reply, 
and  at  a  late  hour,  his  motion  was 
loft,  by  a  majority  of  52  ;  the 
numbers  being  204  and  256. 

On  the  next  night  but  . 
one,  Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the  2 
motion  for  the  Speaker  to  leave 
the  chair,  that  the  houfe  might  go 
into  a  committee,  on  the  bill  for 
fufpending  the  operation  of  the 
army  of  referve  adl.  In  a  long 
fpeech,  he  renewed  and  enforced 
many  of  his  former  arguments 
againft  the  conduft  of  government 
in  military  matters ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  long  debate,  was  fup- 
ported  by  his  ufual  friends,  and  by 
Mr,  Fox  and  his  party.  The 
miniflers,  however,  had  ftill  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  37,  the  numbers  bein^ 
240  to  203. 

But,, 
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But,  although  the  victory  over 
the  united  oppofition  on  the  quef- 
lion  of  naval  defence,  the  majo¬ 
rities  in  both  houfies  on  the  volun¬ 
teer  confoiidation  bill,  and  the  dill 
greater  majorities  in  thefe  de¬ 
bates,  feerhed  to  prove  that  mi- 
nifters  might  continue  with  fuceefs 
to  refill  he  efforts  which  were 
rrlaking  againft  them  ;  they  were, 
in  faff,  convinced  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  retreating  from  office. 
Their  principles  did  not  permit 
them  to  weaken  the  energies  of  p-d- 

o  o 

vernment,  by  drawing  out  the  in¬ 
tire  flrength  of  their  party  on  every 
qtieflion,  nor  could  Mr.  Addington, 
however  irritated  fo  intirely  for¬ 
get  his  long  friehdfhip  for  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  to  wage  undiferiminating 
hoftility  againft  him,  as  united 
with  thofe  whofe  principles  he  had 
ever  opnofed.  He  had  it  in  his 
power  to  have  detached  from 
the  exifting  oppofition  lome  por¬ 
tion  of  its  ftreneth,  but  he  would 
not  lacrifice  to  that  oh j eft  any 
great  principle  of  his  foreign  or 
domeftic  policy,  and  he  would  not 
by  accumulating  occalions  of  re¬ 
peated  inconfiftency,  render  the  go¬ 
vernment  which  fhould  fucceed 
him  inefficient,  through  popular 
diftruft,  or  weak  from  the  burthen 
ot  pledges,  which  it  might  be  in¬ 
convenient  or  impoffible  to  redeem. 
To  retire  and  leave  the  frame  of 
government  unfhaNered,  and  its 
wheels  unclogged,  was  the  part 
which  wifdom  and  dignity  alike 
tuggelled  ;  but  to  difeern  that  the 
time  was  arrived  at  which  fuch  a 
meafure  was  indifpen fable,  was  not 
fo  eafy  as  that  all  fhould  agree  in  opi¬ 


nion  on  the  fubjeHu  Hence,  fome 
variances  among  the  minifters  were 
occafionally  obferved  ;  one  fpoke 
of  their  retreat  as  fpeedily  approach¬ 
ing,  while  another  announced  with 
confidence  their  ability  and  their 
r elocution  to  retain  their  ftation.  At 
length,  however,  their  refignation 
was  finally  refolved  on,  ^  ^ 
and  on  a  propofition  to  de-  W. 
lay  a  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  x 
relative  to  the  employment  of  Ha¬ 
noverian  troops  in  the  Britifh  fer- 
vice,  Mr.  Role  announced  to  the 
houfe,  that  Mr.  Pitt  Had  received 
his  Majefly’s  commands  to  lay 
before  him  a  plan  of  a  new  ad  mi¬ 
ll  i  (1  ra  t  i  on . 

When  on  the  eve  of  quit-  , 
ting  office,  Mr.  Addington 
fulfilled  his  dury  as  Chan-  P11  * 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  pro¬ 
viding  the  fnpplies  for  the  current 
year.  In  his  fpeech,  introducing 
what  is  called  the  bndyet,  he  re- 
capitulated  the  financial  principles 
on  which  he  had  afted,  which 
were,  in  fubftance,  to  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  the  national  debr, 
and  at  the  fame  time  enable  the 
country  to  maintain  its  exertions, 
however  lone;  the  conteft  might 
continue,  which  it  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  enter  into  in  fupport 
of  its  honour  and  independence. 
He  recapitulated  the  fyftem  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  gave  a  general 
view  of  the  amount  of  the  debt  and 
the  refources  of  the  country.  Hav¬ 
ing  made  thefe  preliminary  obfer- 
vations,  he  proceeded  to  flate  the 
Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
p  refen  t  year. 


'•  Vol,  XLVX,  or  Vol.  IV.  New  Ssries.  [M] 
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Supply. 

Navy  (exclufive  of  £’3-5,000  ordnance  fca  fervice) 
Army  (England)  -  -  15,236,000 

(Ireland)  -  _  3,887,000 


Ordnance  (England) 
(Ireland) 


3,093,000 

369,000 


Vote  of  credit,  including  £'300,000  for  Ireland 
Mifcellaneous  (England)  including  £’40,000 

for  fervices  not  yet  voted  -  .  617,000 

Ditto  (Ireland)  including  £  50,000,  to  be 

Voted  for  civil  contingencies  >  -  266,000 


Irifh  permanent  grants 

Joint  charge  for  England  and  Ireland 

Add  England  feparate  charges. 

Totilonefe  fhips 
Deficiency  of  malt  duty 
American  awards  - 

Exchequer  bills,  V.  C.  1803 


265,000 
1 1 5,000 
41  2,000 

I  j  jj  00, 00*0 


Total  fupplics 

Deduft  on  account  of  Ireland. 

2-  iyths  of  theabove  fum  of £'.38,703,000  4,5  53,294 

a.i^ths  of  £".  1 ,346,043  for  civil  lift,  and 
other  charges  on  the  confolidated  fund, 
not  relating  to  the  public  debt  -  158,358 


Leaving,  to  be  provided  on  account  of  Great  Britain 


£  1  1,715,000 
i9,l43,ooc 

4,062,000 

2,500,000 


883,000 

400,000 


£38>7°  3»OQO 


2,292,009 

£40,995,000 


4,7 1 1,652 
36,283,34  s 


To  thefe  particulars  was  to  be  added  the  amount  of  exchequer  bill* 
outftanding,  exclufive  of  £  3,000,000  in  the  poifdTion  of  the  bank,  to  pay 
for  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  in  1806. 

Exchequer  bills  on  aids,  1804,  to  be  replaced  by  a  like  amount 

on  aids,  1805  : 

Per  aft  43  Geo.  III.  cap.  36,  part  of  £'4,000,000 
Per  afl  43  Geo.  III.  cap.  147,  bank 
Ditto  -  - 


3,000,000 
1 ,500,000 
5,000,000 


£9,500,000 


Mr, 


r 
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Mr.  Addington  then  recapi¬ 
tulated  the  Ways  and  Means,  under 
the  varioas  heads  of  new  taxes, 
furplus  of  consolidated  fund,  and 
loan.  The  new  taxes  he  intro¬ 
duced  in  thefe  terms  :  It  will  be  re- 
eolle&ed  by  the  committee*  that  in 
the  ways  and  means  of  laft  year,  a 
duty  of  £  20  per  tun  was  propofed 
to  be  laid  on  wine  j  but,  in  confe- 
qirence  of  reprefentations,  it  was 
deemed  proper  to  reduce  it  to  £12. 
The  duty,  howevrer,  continued  to  be 
charged  to  the  individual  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  original  proportion. 
The  effeft  of  the  original  propo¬ 
rtion  would  be  only  to  charge  a 
duty  of  4d.  a  bottle,  and  that  duty 
has,  in  point  of  fad,  been  charged 
on  the  confumer,  though  only  /'io 
a  tun  has  been  laid,  on  by  parlia¬ 
ment.  I  now  propofe  to  charge 
the  original  duty  of  £  20  per  tun, 
which  would  yield  an  addition  of 
£200,000,  I  alfo  propofe  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  1  2|  per  cent,  on  all  im¬ 
ports,  exclufive  of  tea,  wine,  and 
cotton  wool ;  and,  as  an  additional 
duty  on  fweets  is  necelfary,  being 
the  material  from  which  Britifh 
wines  are  manufactured ;  but  it  is 
thought  better  to  charge  that  duty 
on  the  raw  material.  I  would  alfo 
propofe  a  double  duty  on  raifins, 
as  countervailing  the  wine  duty. 
The  addition  from  the  whole  of 
thefe  fources  will  be  £^800, 000, 
making,  with  the  £200,000  al¬ 
ready  Hated,  an  addition  of 
£"1,000,000  to  the  war  taxes, 
which  will  raife  their  amount  from 
1 4,440,000  to  £'15,440,000  on 
the  5th  of  April,  1805.  That 
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cannot  be  calculated  for  every  year. 
It  is  necelfary  to  deduft  from  it 
the  difference  between  the  probable 
annual  produce  of  the  property  tax* 
and  the  £"7,000,000,  which  X 
alfume  It . will  produce,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1805,  The  amount  of 
the  loan  was  fourteen  millions  and 
a  half.  The  miniHer  alfo  noticed 
the  arrangements  already  made  for 
confolidating  feme  of  the  leading 
branches  of  the  public  revenue  in 

1 

the  excife,  cuftoms,  and  •  alfelfed 
taxes;  bur  it  was  found  impodible, 
at  that  time,  to  apply  them  to  the 
article  of  itamps.  From  this  fource, 
therefore,  he  hoped  that,  without 
any  conliderable  preffure  being  felt, 
a  provifton  might  be  made  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  fum  fufliciently  large  to  an- 
fwer  the  new  demands  on  the  public 
purfe.  He  propofed  then,  to  im« 
pofe  additional  duties  upon  damps 
already  chargeable  on  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  on  the  transfer  of 
property.  Great  inconvenience 
had  alteady  been  felt  from  the  va¬ 
riety  of  Itamps  already  in  ufe ; 
their  number  was  Hated  to  exceed 
300,  and  owing  to  this  multipli¬ 
city,  the  mode  of  applying  them 
was  not  well  underHood.  It  was 
propofed,  then,  to  reduce  and  clafs 
them  into  about  thirty,  whilft,  by 
giving  facility  to  proceedings  in 
the  Courts  of  Juft  ice,  he  hoped 
to  be  able,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
countervail  any  preffure  that  might 
be  produced  by  an  addition  of 
taxes.  Having  explained  this  part 
of  the  fubject,  the  miniHer  reca¬ 
pitulated  the  amount  of  the  Sup¬ 
plies  which  had  been  voted  ; 
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Navy,  exclufive  of  325,000/.  ordnance  fea  fervice 
Army  (Great  Britain)  -  15,256,000 

(Ireland)  -  -  3,887,000 


Ordnance  (Great  Britain) 
(Ireland) 


£3*693,000 

369,000 


Vote  of  credit,  including  800,000/.  for  Ireland 
Miscellaneous  (England)  including  40,000/. 

for  fervices  nor  yet  voted  -  -  617,000 

Ditto  (Irtdand)  including  50,000 /.  to  be 

voted  for  civil  contingencies  -  -  266,000 


Irifh  permanent  grants  - 

Joint  charge  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

Add  feparate  charges  for  England* 

Toulonefe  Ships  -  265,000 

Deficiency  of  malt  duty,  1802  -  115,000 

American  awards  -  a  -  -  412,000 

Exchequer  bills,  1803  -  *  1,500,000 


Total  Supplies 

Deduct  on  account  of  Ireland 
Leaving,  on  account  of  Great  Britain 

Waji  and  Means. 

Malt  duty  -  - 

Duty  on  penfions,  offices,  &c. 

Surplus  of  Ways  and  Means,  1803 
W  ar  taxes 

Surplus  cor.folidated  fund  to  5 tit  Aprils  1805 

Lottery  - 

Loan  *■  — 


Making  in  all 

Thcfe  taxes  were  all  adopted 
by  parliament ;  the  Stamp  duty  oc¬ 
casioned  the  greateft  portion  of  dif- 
cufiion,-but  the  fimplification  of  that 
complex  fyftem  feemed  to  compen- 
fate  for  the  increafe  in  amount. 

The  meafures  taken  for  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  military  force  00- 


£11,715,000 

19^43,000 

4,062,000 

2,500,000 


883,006 

400,000 


38,703,000 


2,292,000 


40,995,000 
4,71 1,652 

£36,283,348 

£■ 

750,000 
2y0C0,000 
1,370,000 
I  5,440,000 
5,000,000 
250,000 
10,000,000 

£36, 5  10,000 


cafioned  an  additional  ex  pence, 
which  the  minilter  had  fiated  and 
provided  for,  in  a  motion 
for  an  increafe  of  the  futn  .6. 
allotted  as  the  army  efti-  ~  * A 

J 

mates,  comprifing  the  following 
items  ; 


Recruiting 
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Recruiting  and  contingencies  for 
Ireland 

General  and  ftaff officers  for  dirto 
Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  offi¬ 
cers 
Officers 

Allowance  to  innkeepers,  &c. 
Half-pay  and  military  allowances 
Ditto,  American  forces 
Ditto,  Scotch  brigade* 
Out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  and 
Kilmainham  Hofpitals 
In-pen fioners  of  ditto 
Widows’  perifions 
Barrack  department 
Hofpital  expences 
Volunteer  Corps,  further  fum 
for  1803 
Ditto,  for  1  804 
Foreign  Corps  (12,359) 

Royal  Military  College 
Royal  Military  Afylum 
Garrifon  Companies  in  the  Weft 
Indies  and  America  (311) 
Augmentation  of  the  forces 


Great  Britain.  Ireland. 


£. 

2.. 

d. 

£• 

S. 

d. 

98,635 

1  2 

2 

61,037 

3 

9 

32,53° 

0 

7 

934 

6 

? 

1 58,2 1 4 

7 

0 

8,844 

H 

3 

347,000 

0 

0 

j  08,464 

9 

a 

1 50,000 

0 

0 

44,801 

0 

t  ! 

50,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

Q 

/ 

169,826 

1 2 

2 

29,377 

10 

I 

29,981 

1 

5 

15,863 

1 2 

Q 

2  1 ,8o  1 

1  r 

9 

6,000 

0 

O 

2,183,930 

9 

0 

461,887 

6 

IO 

23.73s 

9 

3 

500)  000 

0 

0 

570,000 

0 

0 

559>4{3 

2 

5 

2  2,849 

*7 

6 

11,280 

1 

2 

32,600 

0 

0 

8,884 

l9 

2 

• 

130,000 

0 

0 

70,000 

O 

Q 

The  refult  of  this  ftarement  was  comprifed  in  the  following  particulars: 


In  Great  Britain  - 

In  Ireland  * 

Printing  of  Journals,  Votes,  Bills,  Reports,  &c4 
Printing  1350  copies  57  vols.  of  the  journa  s 
Reprinting  of  Journals,  Indexes,  &c. 

Publi filing  Records  _ 

Alien  Offices  , 

Profecu  fions  relating  to  Coin,  1803  -  » 

Ditto  1804 

Repairs  of  Military  Roads  in  North  Britain 
Works  done  at  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  at  the 
houfe  of  the  Speaker 
Public  Record  Office 
Repairs  at  the  King’s  Bench  Prifon 
Lazaret  at  Chetney  Hill  '  - 

Board  of  Agriculture 

[M3] 


£• 

1,400,000 
6)00,000 
l 6,623 
2,  50O 
10,000 
i,767 

1,609 

1,7°° 

5,000 

r2i34S’ 

74i 

3>OI° 

30,000 

3,000 

Civil 
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Civil  EilabB&mentof  Upper  Canada 

Nova  Scotia 
New  Brunfwick 
Prince  Edward's  Ifland 
Cape  Breton 
Newfoundland 
Bahama  Iilands 
Bermuda  I  Bands 
Dominica 
New  South  Wales 


£. 

7,16^ 

2.3C0 

2,040 

4, 100 
580 
600 
10,049 


^  ,  That  the  fubjedl  of 
^  finance  may  be  at  once  dif- 
Pri  *  pofed  of,  it  may  here  be 
mentioned,  that  Mr,  Corry  pro- 
pofed  the  loan  for  Ireland,  As 
the  permanent  charges  upon  the 
Irifh  eftablilhment,  he  faid,  had, 
for  fome  years  pa  ft,  exceeded  the 
appropriated  funds,  it  had  been 
thought  proper  to  obtain  by  loan 
1,250,0001,  to  be  railed  in  Ire- 
land,  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
This  loan  was  to  be  funded  in  the 
5  pe*  cents,  ;  the  intereft  to  be 
paid  in  Ireland,  to  commence  from 
the  25th  of  March  laft,  and  dis¬ 
count  to  be  allowed,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Great  Britain,  on 
anticipated  payments,  at  the  rate 
of  5  per  cent,  For  every  tool,  the 
fuhfcriher  was  to  have  112I.  7 s.  3d. 
in  ftock.  The  capital  to  be 
created  amounted  to  no  more  than 
1,404,003!.  The  intereft  on  the 
jog!,  money  was  at  the  rate  of 
5].  12s.  qd,  per  annum,  A  fink- 
in£  fund  was  created  of  one  ner 
cent,  to  reduce  the  capital,  which 
gave  the  whole  charge  of  intereft 
and  finking  fund  of  84,271!.  fo 
that  the  eontradl  was  89b  for  100I. 
ftock. 

,  At  an  advanced  period 
?°?  of  the  feftion,  Mr,  Fofter, 
Jjne’  Mr.  Corry  !s  fuccefl'or, 


brought  in  the  budget  for  making 
good  this  lean,  and  traced  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  public  debt  in  Ire^ 
land.  In  1793,  he  faid,  the  na, 
tional  debt  of  Ireland  amounted  to 
2,4.00,000!.;  in  1800,  the  year 
before  the  Union,  it  amounted 
to  25,000,000!.;  laft  year  to  ’ 
43,000,000!.  and  9, 500,000!,  had 
been  added  to  it  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  year,  which  made  it 
nearly  53, qoo.qgoI.  If  England 
was  to  increafe  her  debt  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  that  fum,  according  to 
the  fettled  rates  of  duties  in  each 
country,  the  fum  of  that  increafe 
would  amount  to  64,000,000!, 
But  it  was  evident  that  England  did 
not  increafe  her  debt  this  year  to 
any  fuch  amount.  If  the  due  pro¬ 
portion,  therefore,  was  not  kept 
up,  and  if  Ireland  continued  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  a  much  larger  debt  than 
fhe  fhould  do,  according  to  the 
rate  of  debt  accumulated  in  Eng¬ 
land,  it  was  plain  that  the  former 
country  was  going  upon  a  fyftem 
wholly  ruinous,  and  one  which  it 
required  the  whole  energy  of  per-, 
fons  connected  with  Ireland  to  put 
a  ftop  to.  Ireland  was  in  as  bad  a 
Bate,  with  regard  to  her  revenues, 
as  her  debt.  It  was  alfo  an  effedi 
of  the  increafe  of  the  debt,  that 
the  ordinary  revenues  to  pay  the 

intereft 
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*nterefl  of  it  were  on  the  decline. 
In  the  year  1800,  the  amount 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  was 
2,8oo,qoo1.  when  the  debt  was 
but  25,000,0001.;  laft  year  the 
revenue  was  2,784,0001.  16, cool, 
lefs  than  the  year  before  the  Union, 
and  the  debt  of  Ireland  was  at  pre¬ 
fect  53,000,000b  But  a  {Turning  the 
net  produce  of  the  ordinary  re¬ 
venue  at  2, 800, oool.  the  amount 
of  intereft  and  charges  to  be  de- 
frayed  thereout  was  2 ,500, cool, 
fo  that  fcareely  300. cool,  would 
remain,  to  be  applied  to  the  joint 
charge  of  the  Empire,  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  which,  that  had  fallen 
upon  Ireland  in  the  prefen t  year, 
had  amounted  to  4,000, oool.  But 
the  profpedl  was  even  worfe,  for  it 
appeared  that  the  revenue  had  de- 
ereafed  fmee  January  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  from  2  to  300,000b  ; 
and  if  it  were  to  continue  to  di- 
nunifh  in  the  fame  ratio  ro  the  end 
of  the  year,  there  would  remain 
nothing  for  the  joint  charge,  and 
Ireland  would  be,  in  that  re- 
fpe<ft,  as  a  blank  fheet  of  paper. 
The  firit  means  of  affixing  the  re¬ 
venue  would  depend  on  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland 
to  prevent  private  diftillenes;  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  aug-. 
ment  the  revenue,  fo  that,  who¬ 
ever  might  be  the  future  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  fhouid  not  be 
under  a  neceffity  of  referring  to  a 
direct  tax  on  their  properties.  The 
incidents,  over  and  above  falaries 
and  penfions,  in  1S00,  amounted 
to  106, pool., .  and  the  la  ft  year  to 
129,000b  The  revenue  had  been 
coileded  in  1800  for  10b  per  cent, 
la'll  year,  the  expence  of  collection 
was  13b  per  cent.  ;  the  abufes  in 
the  collection,  therefore,  defer ved 
attention.  Anorher  point  that 
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called  for  ferious  confideration  was, 
the  amount  of  the  balances  in  the 
hands  of  the  collectors.  Here,  on 
the  immenfe  revenue  of  England, 
there  had  been  a  balance  only  of 
30,000b  in  the  hands  of  the  col¬ 
lectors  laft  year,  whereas  the  ba, 
lances  in  Ireland  were  nearly 
600, cool.  In  1803,  l^ie7  were 
460,000b;  in  1804,  505,000!, 
and  this  in  the  hands  of  colledors 
now  in  office.  What  was  in  ar- 
rear  from  collectors  retired  or  de,. 
eeafed,  amounted  to  120,000b,  all 
to  be  fued  for  by  law,  and  of 
doubtful  recovery.  The  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  {lamp  collectors 
was  So, oool.  ;  the  whole  amount 
of  the  duties  on  damps  was  only 
1 82 ,  oool.  though  the  Stamp 
Office  was  in  Dublin,  and  the 
money  was  paid  there.  The  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  Poflmafters- 
General  was,  in  1803,  1 6,000b  5 
this  year,  22,900b  ;  though  the 
whole  Pod  Office  revenue  was  only 
25,000,1.  The  taxes  he  meant  to 
recommend  were,  firft  an  additi¬ 
onal  duty  on  wine.  The  duty  on 
French  wines  he  propofed  to  raife 
per  tun  to  97b  ;  on  Port  65],  op 
Maderia  70b  on  Rhenifh  60b  alj 
others  6qb  ;  being  an  addition  of 
22b  on  French  wine,  20b  on  Port, 

1 6b  7s.  on  Madeira,  zil.  9s.  q.d, 
on  Rhenifh,  and  of  24b  per  tun  on 
all  other  wines  ;  this,  on  the  ave¬ 
rage  of  feven  years,  would  pro¬ 
duce  109,000b.  The  next  object 
was  malt,  the  duty  on  which  he 
propofed  to  raife  from  7s,  pe^ 
barrel  to  9s,  being  a  rife  of  is,  £d. 
which  would  produce  63,^50].  He 
propofed  to  double  the  exifling 
duties  on  tea,  which  would  make 
the  whole  on  black  teas  51b  per¬ 
cent.  and  on  the  finer  forts  841.14s. 
and  would  produce  iSo,qoob  The 
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duty  on  tobacco  was  to  be  further 
railed  from  is.  i  |d.  per  lb.  to  i  s^d. 
'which,  on  an  average  of  three 
years,  would  produce  ii2,oqq1. 
The  duty  on  home-made  fplrits, 
now  3s.  9Td.  per  gallon,  was  to  be 
yaifed  to  4s.  which  would  yield 
41,000!.  rrhe  duty  on  raw  and 
refined  fugar  was  to  be  equalised, 
as  in  this  country,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  yield  an  addi¬ 
tional  reveque  on  the  former  of 
35,000b  on  the  latter  3,300b 
All  affidavits  fworn  before  magis¬ 
trates  w^re  fubjedl  to  a  ilamp 
duty,  except  thofe  relating  to 
grand  jury  prefemments  for  roads, 
and  for  charities  ;  he  faw  no  rea- 
fon  for  the  exception,  and  there¬ 
fore  propofed  they  fhould  alfo  be 
fubjett  to  the  Ilamp  duty.  Per¬ 
mits  alfo  for  excifeable  goods  were 
to  bear  a  {lamp,  to  vary  between 
2d.  and  is.  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  article.  The  duty  of 
6b  per  cent,  on  retail  imports 
was  to  be  revived,  which  would 
yield  S,oocb  The  next  and  laft 
duty  he  had  to  propofe,  would  not 
only  affi'ft  the  revenue,  but  have 
other  beneficial  efretfls,  in  fami- 
liarifing  the  Irifh  people  to  the 
Englifh  currency,  preparatory  to 


fome  meafure  for  affimilating  the; 
currency  of  both  countries.  The 
duty  was  to  arife  from  making  the 
whole  of  the  revenues  of  Ireland 
payable  in  Englifh  currency,  which 
would  yield  290,000b  making, 
with  the  whole  of  the  other  addi¬ 
tional  duties,  833,000.  He  had 
fome  propofitipns  to  fuqmit  at  a 
fnture  opportunity  to  the  houfe,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  excife  in 
Ireland,  which  would  produce 
400,000b  The  whole  then,  to  be 
added  to  the  revenue  by  actual 
duty  and  regulation,  would  amount 
to  1,253,000b  Thefe  proportions 
were,  after  fome  debate,  agreed  tp 
by  the  houfe. 

A  propofed  augmentation  of  the 
Irifh  militia,  a  provision  for  the 
families  of  fubal terns  and  privates, 
and  an  offer  made  by  fome  regi¬ 
ments  to  ferve  in  Great  Britain 
during  the  war,  which  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  parliament  by  a  menage 
from  his  Majelty,  were  provided 
for  in  feveral  bills,  which  were 
debated  with  great  eagernefs,  and 
occafione.d  feveral  divifions,  but 
finally  pa  fled,  before  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  Mr.  Addington’s  admini- 
{{ration. 

x  5  * 


CHAP,  IX. 


j View  of  the  State  of  Parties  oft  the  Removal  of  Mr.  Addington  from  power  ; 
general  exp.  ft  at  ion  of  a  Coalition  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  Exa¬ 
mination  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  expectation  ;  great  dif appointment  on. 
the  intelligence  that  Mr.  Pitt  alone  had  received  his  Majeftf  s  commands 
to  form  an  Adminijl ration  ;  rumours  concerning  the  caufe  of  this  Event ; 
Mr.  Pitt  courts  the  union  of  Lord  Grenville  and  his  Friends  with  him  : 
but  is  ref  rife  d ;  Lord  Grenville3  s  Letter  ;  Embarraffment  of  Mr.  Pitt;  he 
forms  a  Cabinet  by  retaining  a  Majority  of  the  late  Minijiry  ;  new  Mi¬ 
ni  Fry;  Obfervations ;  Situation  of  Mr.  Addington  on  his  Retreat  ;  Situa¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  its  Difficulties  ;  firft  Attack  on  him  in  Parliament  on  the 
Subject  of  National  Defence  ,*  he  brings  forward  the  Additional  Force 
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Aft  ;  the  Outline  difclofed  in  his  Speech  ;  oppnfed  hy  Mr.  W indham  ;  Dip l 
cujjions  and  Divifions  during  the  Progrefs  of  the  Bill ;  the  Divifions  not 
flattering  to  Minifters  ;  they  are  unexpectedly  in  a  Minority  :  but  recover  a 
Majority  iu  the  courfe  of  the  evening  ;  Obfervations  in  Parliament  on  the 
State  of  Parties  ;  by  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  Anfwer  of  Mr-  Pitt;  Speech  of  Mr, 
Windham  on  the  third  reading  ;  the  Bill  paffes  the  louver  Houfe  ;  and  the 
upper  Houfe ,  after  fame  oppofition ;  ftmilar  Bills  pafs  for  Scotland  and 
Ireland;  a  Bill  paffes  for  the  Employment  of  Foreign  Troops ;  Motion  by 
Mr.  Whitbread  on  a  Letter  written  by  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  re - 
/petting  the  conduCt  of  one  Mr.  M or  if  on,  in  relation  to  a  Volunteer;  An - 
fiver  of  the  Lord  Advocate;  Mr.  Whitbread's  Motion  rejetted;  other 
Meafures  for  Defence  of  the  Country  ;  the  Board  of  Ordnance  empowered 
to  pur  chafe  Lands;  additional  Eftimate  for  the  Navy;  Vote  of  Credit . 


Vv 


7 HEN  it  became  certain 
that  the  minifters  intended 
to  retire  before  the  united  parties 
in  oppofition,  many  entertained  an 
expectation  that  the  country  would 
derive  from  the  event  the  benefit 
of  a  new  (late  ol  politics:  that  the  two 
great  leaders  who  had  for  fo  many 
years  divided  public  opinion,  and 
whofe  rival  pretenlions  had  kept 
men  of  the  greateft  rank  and  abi¬ 
lity  in  perpetual  conflict,  would, 
in  the  prefent  great  emergency, 
combine  their  mighty  talents  and 
energies  for  the  welfare  of  the  ltate, 
and  "by  acting  in  union,  prevent 
or  crufh  in  their  birth  all  attempts 


which  might  be  made  by  minor 
pretenders  in  the  art  or  popular  op- 
pofitiop,  to  diffract  the  public 
mind  from  the  great  objeCts  of  na¬ 
tional  concern.  That  inch  a  coa¬ 
lition  or  co-operation  would  have 
been  folidly  beneficial,  or  even 
long  practicable,  it  is  very  reafon- 
ahle  to  doubt,  hut  the  experiment 
was  fo  promifipg,  and  had  been  fo 
ftrenuouflv  recommended  by  the 
adherents  both  of  Mr.  Put  and  Mr. 
Fox,  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
public  feemed  to  entertain  great 
hopes  from  it,  and  to  view  its  ap¬ 
proach  with  a  confidence  which 
precluded  the  operations  of  corn- 


men  juflice  in  considering  the 
merits  of  the  adminiif ration  about 
to  be  removed.  It  is  true,  that 
neither  Mr.  Pitt  nor  Mr.  Fox  had 
diftindly  (fated  in  parliament,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  that  they  had 
formed  or  fanftioned  any  fyftern  of 
co-operation  ;  but  when  the  ani- 
mofity  which  had  prevailed  be¬ 
tween  them  in  debate  for  more 
than  twenty  years  was  contrafted 
with  the  mildnefs  and  forbearance 
with  which  differences  of  opinion 
had  been  expreffed  during  the  pre¬ 
fent  feffion  ;  when  the  public  wit- 
neffed  the  care  with  which  each 
party  avoided  dilating  on  ihofe 
topics  which  were  calculated  to  call 
forth  violent  declarations  from  the 
other ;  when  they  faw  Mr.  Pitt 
vindicating  the  propriety  of  mo¬ 
tions  made  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr* 
Fux  fupporting  amendments  moved 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  both  influencing, 
aiding,  fpeaking,  and  dividing  to¬ 
gether,  it  was  not  too  much  to 
prefume  that  their  union  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  of  longer  duration 
than  the  mere  day  or  oppofition. 
If  Mr.  Fox’s  principles  were  not 
fa  alarming  as  to  prevent  Lord 
Grenville  and  Mr.  Windham  from 
avowing  an  indilioluble  connexion 
with  bun,  and  if,  a t\er  that,  Mr. 

Pitt 
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Pitt  and  all  his  adherents  continued 
to  treat  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr. 
Windham  not  only  as  exalted  cha¬ 
racters  in  the  {late,  but  as  their 
bed  and  warmed  friends,  and  if 
Mr.  Pitt  withdrew  his  fupport  from 
government  to  join  the  oppofition 
conduced  by  thefe  two  patties,  it 
was  natural  to  conclude  that  thofe 
friends  and  adherents  of  his  who 
had  united  with  Mr.  Fox  had  found 
means  to  render  their  eon  drift  a 
precedent  for  his  ;  that  he  had  with 
them  confirmed  to  oblivion  much 
of  the  paft,  and  with  them  viewed 
the  future  through  the  medium  of 
hope.  No  one  could  believe  that 
Lord  Grenville,  Mr,  Windham, 
and  their  party,  joined  Mr.  Fox 
with  the  view  of  excluding  Mr. 
Pitt  from  government,  and  ft  ill 
lels  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  the 
old  adherents  of  Mr.  Fox  toiled  to 
remove  Mr.  Addington,  of  whcfe 
meafures  they  had  in  part  approved, 
to  replace  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  they 
had  never,  until  the  prefent  occa_ 
fiorj,  in  any  degree  fupported.  A 
eo-operation  in  oppofition  between 
thefe  two  leaders  mult  evidently  be 
underftood  by  a  great  majority  of 
mankind  to  imply  an  intended 
junftion  in  administration,  if  their 
oppofition  fhould.  fucceed  ;  they 
knew  that  fuch  a  conitruftion  was 
put  on  their  conduft  ;  their  parti¬ 
sans,  in  print,  avowed  it,  and  all 
parties  in  parliament,  except  the 
two  leaders,  {poke  of  it  without 
difguife,  and  attacked  or  defended 
it,  as  fuited  their  feelings  or  their 
party  views  ;  and,  by  continuing 
to  aft  together,  without  declaim¬ 
ing  the  imputed  alliance,  they  fo 
far  fanftioned  it  as  to  expofe  either 
pi  them  to  confiderable  cenfure, 
who  fhould  difappoint  the  expecta¬ 
tions,  and  ftuftrate  the  hopes  Tq 


anxioufly  formed  and  fo  confidently 
expreffed. 

Under  thefe  eircumflances,  it 
was  Fa r  from  a  moment  of  triumph 
in  parliament,  when  Mr.  Rofe  an¬ 
nounced  that  Mr.  Pitt,  alone,  had 
received  his  Majefty’s  commands 
to  lay  before  him  the  plan  of  a  new 
government.  The  fenfation  occa- 
fioned  by  the  event  was,  a  few 
days  afterward,  thus  ex- 
preffed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Stafford  in  the  Honfe  of 
Lords.  “  I  am  informed, **  he  faid, 
i(  a  new  adminifl ration  is  about  to 
be  formed  ;  an  adminiftration,  I  am 
afraid,  not  formed  upon  that  broad 
and  extenfive  bafis  which  will  in¬ 
clude  all  the  talent  and  ability  of  the 
country  ;but,  it  will  include  a  right 
hon.  member  of  another  houfe,  a 
right  hon.  friend  of  mine,  in  whofe 
talents  and  abilities  I  place  the 
higheft  confidence,  and  whofe  great 
merits  are  well  known  to  your 
Lordfnips.  He  has  of  late  direfted 
his  attention,  in  a  particular  man. 
ncr,  to  the  defence  of  this  country, 
againlt  the  gigantic  efforts  of  the 
enemy.  He,  my  Lords,  may  be 
truly  called  “  a  giant  refrefhedP’ 

The  general  expectation  from 
the  late  debates  was,  at  lead,  that 
the  whole  cabinet  would  be  diF- 
placed,  and  unlefs  that  were  in  his 
power,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  never 
accept  office  ;  but  it  was.  foon 
known  that  even  this  was  not  to 
be  expected.  To  acconnt  for 
events  which  occafioned  a  great 
and  general  furprife,  it  was  itated 
by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  in 
no  flight  or  moderate  terms  com¬ 
mented  on  by  his  opponents,  that 
when  the  late  miniftry  formed  their 
refolution  to  refign,  Lord  Eldon, 
by  command  of  his  Majefty,  waited 
on  Mr.  Pitt,  and  made  him  a  tender 
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of  the  high  fituation  he  had  fo  long 
held,  but  on  condition  that  he  fhould 
rot  urge  thedifcuffionoftheCathoiic 
quell  ion  ;  and  it  was  alfo  faid,  that 
a  determination  was  expreffed  not 
to  admit  Mr,  Fox  into  the  cabinet. 
After  feveral  di  feu  (lions  on  thefe 
points  with  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Mr,  Pitt,  it  is  faid,  had  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  King,  who  left  to 
him  the  formation  of  a  mlniftry, 
fubje<51  only  to  thefe  reftridions, 
and  without  any  objedion  to  Lord 
Grenville,  Mr,  Windham,  or  any 
ol  thofe  who  formed  the  party 
called  the  new  oppolition.  Thus 
empowered,  Mr.  Pitt  loft  no  time 
in  feeking  a  communication  with 
Lord  Grenville  and  his  friends,  not 
doubting  that  they  would  readily 
accept  office  on  the  fame  terms  that 
he  had  deemed  fatisfadory  ;  but 
here  he  met,  perhaps  for  the 
firft  time  in  his  life,  a  ferious  and 
mortifying  repnlfe.  A  letter  was 
publilhed,  and  never  difavowed,  as 
having  been  written  to  him  by 
Lord  Grenville  on  the  occafion,  in 
which  his  Lordfhip,  without  cir¬ 
cumlocution,  informed  him  that 
all  the  perfons  with  whom  lie  had 
communicated  on  the  fubjed, 
agreed  with  him  in  the  decided 
opinion,  that  he  ought  not  to  en¬ 
gage  in  the  adminiftration  which 
Mr,  Pitt  was  employed  in  form¬ 
ing.  His  Lordlhip  declared,  that 
this  determination  did  not  proceed 
from  any  defire  to  withhold  his 
fer vices,  and  thofe  of  his  friends, 
nor  from  any  fear  of  refponfibility 
in  the  offices  they  might  under¬ 
take,  but  from  their  ftrongfenfeof 
the  impropriety  of  their  becoming 
parties  to  a  fy  ft  dm  of  government 
which  was  to  he  formed,  at  fuch  3. 
moment  as  the  prefen t,  on  a  prinT 
cfple  of  exclufion.  It  is  unne- 


ceffiary,”  his  Lordfh ip  proceeded, ' 
“  to  dwell  on  the  mifehiefs  which 
have  already  refulted  from  placing 
the  great  offices  of  government  in 
weak  and  incapable  hands.  We 
fee  no  hope  of  any  effedual  remedy 
for  thefe  mifehiefs,  but  by  uniting 
in  the  public  fervice  as  large  a  por-, 
tion  as  poffible  of  the  weight,  ta- 
lents,  and  character,  to  be  found 
in  public  men  of  all  deferiptions, 
and  without  any  exceptions.  An 
opportunity  now  offers,”  he  added, 
“  fuch  as  this  country  has  feldom 
feen,  for  giving  to  its  government, 
in  a  moment  of  peculiar  difficulty, 
the  full  benefit  of  the  Lrvices  of  all 
thofe  who,  b;>  the  public  voice 
and  fen ti merit,  are  judged  mod 
capable  of  contributing  to  its  prof- 
perity  and  fafety.  The  wilhes  of 
the  public  on  this  fubjedd  are  com¬ 
pletely  in  union  with  its  intereils ; 
and  the  advantages  which,  not  this 
country  alone,  but  all  Europe,  and 
the  whole  civilized  world,  might 
derive  from  the  eftablilhment  of 
fuch  an  adminiftration,  at  fuch  a 
crifis,  would  probably  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  molt  fang  nine  expedta* 
tions.’* 

Whether  the  public  w, idles,  or 
the  political  advantages  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  fuch  a  comprehenfive 
union  as  the  writer  meditated,  are 
rightly  deferibed  or  not,  is  not 
here  to  be  difeuffed.  The  pe¬ 
remptory  refufal  conveyed  in  the 
letter  muft  have  been  extremely 
embarreffing  to  Mr.  Pitt.  He  fore- 
faw  an  oppolition  to  whatever  ad¬ 
miniftration  he  (hould  now  form, 
more  difficult  to  encounter  than  any 
he  had  yet  been  doomed  to  con¬ 
tend  with.  He  could  not  treat  this 
united  oppofition  as  he  had  that 
which  had  added  in  hoftility  to  his 
dormer  adminiftration,  as  deficient 

in 
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in  patriotifm,  and  actuated  by 
views  hoftile  to  the  real  interefts  of 
the  country  ;  the  co-operation  of 
Lord  Spenfer,  Lord  Grenville,  Mr. 
Windham,  and  their  principal 
friends,  as  well  as  Mr.  Pitt’s  own 
temporary  junction  with  Mr.  Fox, 
would  deprive  him  of  that  refource  ; 
nor  could  he  difplay  towards  this 
oppofition  the  lofty  difdain  he  had 
fhewn  toward  the  laft  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  ftigmatize  their  imbe¬ 
cility  and  want  of  vigour,  for  he 
had  afted  with,  and  courted  the 
fupport  of  a  great  portion  of  their 
body.  Yet  it  was  neceffary  to 
create  a  new  government,  and  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  late  adminiftration 
and  the  united  oppofition,  Mr. 
Pitt  found  that  he  had  not  per- 
fonal  friends  fuffieiept  to  form  a 
cabinet. 

In  this  emergency,  he  was 
obliged  to  court  the  affiftance  of 
thofe  whom  he  had  of  late  been  in 
the  habit  of  reviling,  and,  in 
making  up  a  cabinet  of  eleven  per- 
fons*  to  affign  fix  of  the  feats  to 
members  of  the  late  adminiftratian. 
The  Duke  of  Portland  continued 
Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Eldon  Chan¬ 
cellor,  the  Earl  of  Weft  m,or  land 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  Earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham  Mafter  of  the  Ordnance,  and 
Lord  Caftlereagh  Prefident  of  the 
Board  of  Controul  for  India  Affairs. 
Lord  Hawkefbury  continued  in  the 
cabinet,  although  he  changed  his 
office  of  Secretary  of  State  from 
the  Foreign  to  the  Home  Depart¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Pitt  was  firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Lord  Melville  firft; 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty H  Lord  Har 
rowby  Secretary  for  Foreign  A,f- 
fairs,  Earl  Camden  for  War  and 
Colonies,  and  Lord  Mulgrave 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 


cafter,  with  a  feat  in  the  cabinet. 
The  perfons  displaced  were  Mr. 
Addington,  Earl  St.  Vincent,  Lord 
Hobart,  and  Mr.  Yorke. 

In  the  departments  of  office 
which  do  not  give  feats  in  the  ca¬ 
binet,  the  following  changes  were 
effected.  Mr.  William  Dundas  was 
appointed  Secretary  at  War  inftead 
of  Mr.  Bragge ;  Mr.  Canning 
(”  ho,  it  was  faid,  for  fome  time, 
had  refolved  to  attach  himfelf  to 
the  party  of  Lord  Grenville),  re¬ 
ceived  the  place  of  Treafurer  of 
the  Navy,  vacated  by  Mr,  Tier¬ 
ney  ;  Mr.  Rofe  and  Lord  Charles 
Somerfet  were  made  Joint  Pay- 
mafters  of  the  Forces,  inftead  of 
Mr.  Steele  and  Mr.  Hiley  Adding¬ 
ton  ;  Lord  Charles  Spencer  re¬ 
tained  his  fitqation  as  one  of  the 
Poftmafters  General,  but  the  other 
part  of  the  appointment  was  taken 
from  Lord  Auckland,  and  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  Duke  of  Montrofe  ; 
Mr,  Hufkilfon  and  Mr.  St  urges 
Bourne  were  made  Secretaries  of 
Treafury,  inftead  of  Mr.  Vanftt tart 
and  Mr,  Sargent  ;  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General  remained  in 
their  places,  and  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  no  change  was 
effected. 

It  is  impoftible  to  contemplate 
the  mimftry,  thus  formed,  and 
prefied  inro  office  by  the  means  al¬ 
ready  related,  without  regretting 
the  influence  which  prevailed  with 
Mr.  Pitt  about  a  twelvemonth  be¬ 
fore,  when  he  was  induced  to  re- 
fufe  to  place  himfelf,  without  a 
ftruggle,  and  without  the  fufpicion 
of  an  inconfiftent  or  disgraceful  af- 
fociatian,  at  the  head  of  a  cabinet 
which  he  might  have  formed  of  all 
the  materials  which  compofed  this, 
and  in  which  no  individual  would 
have  had  to  regret  the  ties,  of 

friendfhip 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


friendship  loofened,  or  to  complain 
ef  an  infult  or  unkindnefs  endured ; 
while  no  member  of  oppofition 
would  have  had  to  boaft  that  he 
had  fpurned  power,  offered  by  the 
hand  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Any  predi- 
leftions  which  might  be  entertain¬ 
ed  for  the  new  adminiftration,  were 
confiderably  damped  by  the  evident 
ftrength  of  the  certain  oppofition 
with  which  it  was  to  be  encoun¬ 
tered,  and  by  the  probability  that 
Mr.  Addington  and  his  party  would 
affift  againft  Mr-  Pitt,  as  he  had 
againft  them.  The  ex-minifter, 
however,  had  difclofed  no  fuch  in¬ 
tention,  nor  did  the  perfons  who 
knew  him  believe  that  he  enter¬ 
tained  it.  His  pofition  was,  in 
fad,  moft  enviable.  The  parties 
by  whom  he  had  been  removed,  far 
from  glorying  could  hardly  rejoice 
in  their  fuccefs.  The  oppofition 
certainly  had  no  reafon  to  do  either, 
and  the  new  members  of  the  cabi¬ 
net,  by  co-operating  with  fo  many 
of  his  coadjutors  pronounced  a  de¬ 
em  ve  judgment  on  the  corrednefs 
of  his  principles,  and  the  purity  of 
his  condud.  Mr.  Addington  re¬ 
tired  from  office  leeking  no  indem¬ 
nity,  and  making  no  apology  for 
any  ad  of  his  government ;  no  man 
was  fo  hardy  as  to  fay  that  he  me¬ 
ditated  an  accufation,  or  that  he 
forbore  to  make  one  out  of  lenity; 
the  people,  who  never  had  a  com¬ 
plaint  againft  his  rule,  could  not 
cordially  rejoice  at  his  removal, 
and  his  Sovereign  attefted  his  opi¬ 
nion  of  his  virtues,  by  unequivocal 
expreffions  of  approbation,  regard, 
and  confidence  ;  and,  in  teftimony 
of  thofe  fentiments,  prefented  him 
with  a  portion  of  land  and  a  houfe 
in  Richmond  Park, 

,A  A  few  days  neceffarily 

'  ^  1  *  elapfed  after  the  change 
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of  the  miiiiftry,  before  Mr.  Pitt 
could  be  re-el eded,  and  for  fome 
days  after  he  had  refumed  his  feat, 
none  but  ordinary  buftnefs  was 
tranfaded.  Party  feeriied  to  be 
fufpended,  and  the  planning  and 
arrangement  of  fuchafyftem  as  the 
altered  pofition  of  affairs  required, 
appeared  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
members  in  both  houfes.  Public 
opinion,  however,  was  not  at  reft, 
and  the  prefs  was  bufily  employed 
both  in  reprobation  and  in  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  new  ftate  of  things, 
and  while  feveral  writers  who  had 
always  before  been  attached  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  became  his  violent  opponents, 
there  were  not,  in  his  fituation,  fuf- 
ficient  topics  of  exultation,  to  ani¬ 
mate  any  vigorous  writer  in  his 
caufe.  His  conqueft  was  of  power, 
which  at  any  time  he  might  have 
had  without  a  ftruggle ;  his  triumph 
was  over  the  friends  and  adherents, 
who  had,  on  no  occafion,  thwarted 
or  deferted  him  ;  he  had  miffed  his 
aim  of  eftablilhing  fuch  an  admi¬ 
niftration  as  he  wifhed  to  prefide 
in  ;  and  he  had  the  mortification 

•  -  V  ■  ■■  V  -  ! 

now  to  rank  among  his  political 
adverfaries  thofe  men,  without 
whom  he  had  declared  his  refolu- 
tion  not  to  accept  office.  That  the 
oppofition  would  be  formidable, 
both  from  number,  tharafter,  and 
talent,  he  had  no  room  to  doubt, 
yet  he  had  no  reafon  for  alarm,  nor 
was  he,  perhaps,  capable  of  feeling 
it.  He  knew  the  mighty  refources 
of  his  own  mind,  relied  with  con¬ 
fidence  on  bis  own  readinefs  to  re¬ 
pel  all  attacks  in  parliament,  and 
on  his  own  popularity  in  the  coun¬ 
try;  and,  although  he  could  not 
be  blind  to  the  difficulties  with 
which  his  fituation  was  befet,  he 
prepared  to  meet  them  with  firm- 
trufting  that  he  Should  diffi 
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perfe,  or  furmount  them  by  per¬ 
severance. 

^  He  was  not  long  per- 
31  *  mirtcd  to  remain  in  doubt 
as  to  the  fubjedl  or  the  mode  of 
intended  attack.  A  motion  on  the 
defence  of  the  country  having  been 
propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  for 
fome  time  poftponed,  Mr.  Ker 
faid,  he  coul  I  not  refrain  from 
making  fome  obfervations.  Above 

O 

a  month  ago,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  told  the  houfe,  that  not 
one  moment  fhould  be  loft  in 
bringing  it  forward,  and  \  et  it 
feemed  it  was  ftill  unprepared,  nor 
was  the  houfe  affured  when  it 
would  be  ready.  The  late  admi- 
niftration,  which  he  rejoiced  in  the. 
recollection  of  having  fupported, 
were  often  charged  with  tardincfs 
and  hefitation,  and  particularly  by 
that  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who,  in  this  inftance,  was  guilty 
of  the  faults  which  he  had  imputed 
to  his  predeceftbrs — delay,  inde- 
cifion,  and  want  of  energy  and 
promptitude. 

,  On  the  day  he  had  fixed, 

j  Mr.  Pitt  moved  for  leave 
June.  tQ  ^rjngr  jn  tpe  pe 

u 

framed  for  augmenting  the  military 
flrength  of  the  country,  and  which 
was  afterward  known  by  the  name 
of  the  additional  force  a<ft.  In  a 
fpeech  of  great  length  and  ability, 
he  unfolded  his  plan,  which  was.  to 
maintain  a  permanent  additional 
force.  He  felt  peculiar  fatisfa&ion 
in  being  enabled  to  ftate,  that  the 
principle  of  the  meafure  feemed  to 
be  pretty  unanimoufly  agreed  on. 
Not  only  thofe  gentlemen  who  had 
hitherto  appeared  to  have  turned 
their  attention  moft  to  the  military 
defence  of  the  country,  but  gentle¬ 
men  on  every  fide  of  the  houfe,  had 
exprefled  very  plainly,  that  it  was 


their  clear  and  decided  opinion^ 
that  it  was  now  important  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  devife  thofe  means  which 
might  be  moft  effe&ual  for  increaf- 
ins:,  not  only  our  internal  ftrenoth 
and  fecurity,  but  alfo  for  confide  r- 
ably  augmenting  our  regular  army. 
The  objects  of  his  plan  were  three  ; 
ift,  To  do  away  thofe  obftacles 
which  impeded  the  recruiting  for 
the  regular  army,  and  which,  in 
a  great  meafure,  owed  their  birth 
to  that  competition  which  prevail¬ 
ed  among  thofe  who  recruited  for 
that  fervice,  and  thofe  who  re¬ 
cruited  for  a  more  limited  deferip. 
tion  of  fervice,  from  which  com¬ 
petition  the  bounties  were  fo  high. 
In  the  fecond  place,  he  propofed  to 
create  a  new  additional  force,  that 
might  be  a  permanent  foundation 
for  a  regular  increafe  of  the  army. 
And  the  third  object  was,  to  adopt 
a  mode  for  creating  a  force  which* 
whilft  it  would  produce  the  de~ 
fired  effecT  of  furnifhing  recruits 
for  the  regular  army,  would  alfo  fo 
far  partake  of  the  benefits  of  a  re¬ 
gular  army,  as  to  render  our  troops 
ol  the  line  a  more  difpofeable  force 
for  military  fervices  out  of  the 
kingdom,  which  they  could  not  be, 
whilft  chained  down,  as  at  prefent, 
for  our  home  defence.  What  he 
had  further  to  fuggeft  might  be 
comprehended  under  three  heads : 
!firft,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  force 
to  be  r«si fed  ;  fecondly,  the  deferip- 
tion  of  that  force,  including  its 
limitation  of  fervice p  and  thirdly, 
the  mode  by  which  it  was  propofed 
to  be  faifed  and  maintained.  With 
refpedt  to  the  amount  of  the  force, 
his  object  was  only  to  propofe  fome 
new  regulations,  with  the  view  of 
rendering  more  produdfive  thofe 
wlpch  the  legiflature  had  already 
made.  His  firft  propofal  was,  that, 
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in  addition  to  all  the  force  already 
raifed  by  the  ad  of  referve,  mea- 
fures  fhould  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  completion,  and  make  good  the 
deficiencies  in  the  amount  of  the 
quota  enjoined  to  be  raifed  under 
that  ad.  The  amount  of  this  de¬ 
ficiency  might  probably  be  between 
8  and  9,000  men.  His  next  pro- 
pofition  was  founded  on  a  defire  of 
reducing  the  militia  to  its  ancient 
eftablifhment  of  40,000  men  for 
England,  and  8,000  for  Scotland, 
exclufively  of  the  fupplementary 
jnilitia  ;  not  that  he  meant  to  pro- 
pofe  any  immediate  redudion,  but 
only  to  interfere  fo  far  as  that 
force  was  not  complete.  Vv  hat 
remained  due,  fhould  be  railed 
forthwith,  and  carried  to  the  ad¬ 
ditional  force  now  propofed  to  be 
created.  There  were  about  7000 
fnen  wanting  to  complete  the  efta. 
blifhment  of  the  militia  of  England 
to  the  number  of  60,000.  He  pro¬ 
pofed  that  this  deficiency  fhould  be 
raifed  and  transferred  to  the  army 
of  referve.  He  alfo  propofed,  with 
regard  to  the  vacancies  in  the  mi¬ 
litia,  that  inftead  of  their  being 
fuppiied,  no  means  fhould  be  taken 
to-fill  up  thefe  deficiencies  till  the 
fcale  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  number 
of40,ooo.  Sofar,  then,  his  plan  went 
to  the  extent  of  9,000  mememain- 
ing  to  be  raifed  for  the  army  of  re¬ 
ferve, and  7000  tor  the  militia.  Sup* 
pofing  then,  that  the  militia  and  the 
army  of  referve  would  be  completed 
in  their  numbers  by  this  bill,  he 
w idled  to  render  the  force  now  to 
be  raifed  available,  fo  as  to  fet  the 
regular  army  at  liberty,  and  to 
render  it  a  difpofeable  force,  and  fit 
to  aft  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 
ftation  which  this  country  ought 
to  maintain  amongft  the  powers  of 
Europe.  He  would,  therefore,  pro- 
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pofe,  that  in  proportion  as  any  of 
this  force  fhould  inlift  into  the  re¬ 
gular  army,  whatever  might  be 
the  number  of  vacancies  thus  occa. 
fioned,  they  fhould  be  diftributed, 
in  order  to  their  being  filled  up 
among  ft  the  feveral  counties;  and 
by  the  fame  quotas  which  were  al¬ 
ready  fixed,  according  to  the  po¬ 
pulation  or  the  refpeftive  counties  ; 
but  with  this  provifo,  that  the 
number  thus  to  be  railed  fhould,  in 
no  cafe,  excetd  one-fixth  part  of 
the  force  fo  to  be  created.  This, 
he  calculated,  would  produce  a  flip- 
ply  of  recruits  for  the  regular  army 
of  not  lefs  than  12,000  men. 

After  making  Come  calculations 
on  this  fubjeft,  he  came  to  the  other 
point  he  had  referred  to  in  recom¬ 
mendation  of  this  plan,  that  of  its 
removing  the  ex  filing  obftacles  to 
the  regular  mode  of  recruiting. 
Thefe  obftacles  arofe  from  the  com¬ 
petition  between  the  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  force,  and  from  the  high 
bounties  given  to  raife  men  for  the 
army  of  referve.  To  prevent  thefe 
effefts,  he  vvifhed  to  propofe  a  mode 
of  ballot  lefs  burthenfome  than  that 
aftuaily  in  force,  by  impofing  a 
moderate  fine,  and  excluding  thofe 
on  whom  the  ballot  fhould  fall 
from  every  temptation  to  offer  ex¬ 
traordinary  bounties.  But  the  per., 
fon  balloted  fhould  either  Ter  ye  or 
fine,  [f  he  declined  to  ferve,  the-' 
ballot  fhould  go  on  ;  but  if  no  fuch 
perfon  willing  to  ferve,  nor  fubftu 
tute,  could  be  found  by  the  indi¬ 
vidual,  then  the  parifh  fhould  be. 
bound  to  provide,  but  guarding, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  no  higher 
bounty  fhould  be  offered  than  that 
which  was  already  fixed  by  law* 
He  propofed  that  the  call  to  be 
made  on  each  county  for  the  fup* 
ply  of  this  force,  fhould  be  in  pro*' 
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portion  to  its  population,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  regulations  already 
framed  in  the  a&s  for  raifing  the 
militia  and  the  army  of  referve^ 
and  that  the  deputy-lieutenants 
fhould  arrange  the  numbers  to  be 
railed  in  each  divilion.  But  were 
Individuals  unwilling  to  ferve  per- 
fonally,  then  the  parifhes  fhould  be 
obliged  to  raife  the  fpecified  num¬ 
ber.  The  means  of  recruiting 
were  to  be  referred  to  the  parifh- 
bfficers,  to  thofe  who  might  be 
fuppofed  to  have  acquaintance,  and 
a  degree  of  influence  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  parifnes ;  and  in  the  event 
of  individuals  being  fined,  fuch 
jiarifh  fhould  incur  no  pecuniary 
burthen  whatever,  and  he  wifhed 
this  fine  not  to  be  confidered  in  the 
nature  of  a  tax,  as  it  was  called 
for  only  as  the  price  of  fervice. 
Therefore,  if  perfons,  in  their  re- 
fpeHive  parilhes,  could  be  induced, 
throughout  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  to  influence  their  neighbours 
to  come  forward,  it  ought  to  lie 
with  the  State  to  find  the  means  of 
paying  the  men  thus  to  be  brought 
forward,  and  the  receiver-general 
of  the  land-tax  fhould  be  empow¬ 
ered  to  advance  the  money.  This 
plan,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  afforded 
a  confiderable  profpeft  of  increaf- 
ing  the  army,  and  at  the  fame  time 
of  diminifiiing  the  hardlhips  which 
the  country  had  already  fuffered 
from  the  prefent  method  of  re¬ 
cruiting.  At  all  events,  the  trial 
ought,  at  lea  ft,  to  be  made,  becaufe 
it  could  be  done  without  hazard  to 
any  other  fyftem  on  which  the 
country  muff  exclulively  rely,  if 
this  plan  were  not  adopted.  With 
his  ufual  eloquence  and  ability,  he 
detailed  and  defcanted  on  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  expected  from  this 
plan,  unfolded  the  details  of  its 


execution,  and  anticipated  fome 
of  the  objections  which  might  be 
made.  He  concluded  a  long  and 
brilliant  fpeech  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Windham  o’ppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion,  with  no  lefs  vivacity  than  he 
•  ^ 

had  (hewn  in  attacking  the  plans 
of  the  late  minifter,  to  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  allowed  that  it  was  fupe- 
ribr.  He  agreed  in  the  propriety 
of  reducing  the  number  of  the  mi¬ 
litia,  and  in  rejecting  the  principle 
of  ftib'ftirurion.  He  was  alfo  happy 
to  underftand  from  his  ripht  ho¬ 
nourable  friend,  at  the  clofe  of  his 
fpeech,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  for  a  change 
in  the  condition  of  feh  ice  in  our 
regular  army,  by  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  him  to  mean;  that  men 
fhould  be  inlifted  for  a  certain  term 
of  years,  in  lieu  of  the  prefent 
ctillom.  With  this  obfervarion 
Mr.  Wind  ham’s  approbation  ended ; 
he  complained  that,  in  the  whole  of 
the  propofed  proceeding  for  raif¬ 
ing  men,  there  was  introduced  an 
injudicious  mixture  of  the  volun¬ 
tary  and  the  compulforv,  of  which 
the  latter  appeared  to  be  much  too 
ftrong  ;  it  was  ftrong  to  a  degree 
not  warranted  by  the  immediate 
exigency  of  the  time*,  nor  con* 
fiftent  with  the  free  fpirit  of  the 
Brttifh  conftitution.  u  In  the  pre¬ 
fent  inftance,”  he  obferved,  i(  it 
happens  that  both  the  compulforv 
part,  as  there  is  all  reafon  to  think, 
is  unneccftary,  the  voluntary  be¬ 
ing  fuff c lent  without  it ;  and  that 
the  voluntary  will  not  be  able  to 
do  i tr  work,  if  the  other  is  per- 
fifted  in.*5  He  had  alio  the  ftrongeft 
objeHions  to  this  new-fangled 
fcheme  of  dividing  our  public 
force  into  two  parts;  of  crippling 
that  part  which  was  difpofcable, 
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and  increafmg  that  which  was  not, 
in  the  ill -grounded  hope  of  pro¬ 
viding,  through  the  latter,  an  aug¬ 
mentation  for  the  former.  This 
was  the  modern,  indirect,  circu¬ 
itous,  and  fallacious  mode  of  re¬ 
cruiting  the  army.  “  It  appears 
now,"  he  proceeded,  “  that  the 
propriety  of  abandoning  the  ballot¬ 
ing  fyftem  is  admitted,  and,  in  lieu 
of  a  ballot,  my  honourable  friend 
propofes  to  raife  men  in  another 
way  ;  he  means  t©  commit  the  re¬ 
cruiting  to  parifh  officers.  I  will 
not  fay  that  this  is  not  an  improve¬ 
ment,  compared  to  the  mode  pur- 
fued  of  late,  which,  befides  being 
fo  griev cully  oppreffive  to  indivi¬ 
duals,  interfered  fo  materially  with 
the  fupply  of  the  regular  army  by 
high  bounties*  &c. ;  but  yet  I 
would  not  be  underftood  to  believe 
that  the  plan  before  the  houfe  will 
not  operate  confiderably  in  the 
fame  way.  For,  although  the 
amount  of  bounty  to  be  paid  by 
the  parilh-officers  is  limited  in 
form,  we  can  have  no  fecurity  that 
that  bounty  will  not  be  generally 
exceeded.  Some  parilhes  may, 
from  pride,  even  exceed  the  fine 
in  the  allowance  of  bounty,  rather 
than  not  bring  forward  their  quota. 
A  great  deal  has  been  faid  now, 
and  upon  former  occafions,  about 
the  hopes  tc.  be  formed  from  indi* 
vidual  exertion  ;  but  this  appears 
to  me  to  be  altogether  imaginary. 
Nothing  can  be  conceived  more 
helplefs  than  an  unfortunate  coun¬ 
tryman,  who,  in  the  midft  of  his 
day’s  wmrk,  or  at  his  return  home 
tired  in  the  evening,  is  told  that  a 
ballot  has  taken  place,  and  that  he 
is  cne  of  the  unlucky  number  upon 
whom  the  lot  has  fallen.  If  he 
does  not  happen  to  be  infured,  by 
being  a  member  of  an  affociation- 
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club,  he  is  as  much  ftruck  down 
by  the  news,  as  he  would  by  sl 
ftroke  of  the  apoplexy.  His  firft 
refource  is,  probably*  to  vent  hii 
complaints  among  his  neighbours  2 
but  finding  that  this  is  but  of  little 
avail,  and  being  told  by  fome  one 
of  a  fubftitute  that  has  been  heard 
of  in  a  parifh  not  far  diftaht,  he 
fets  out  On  his  miffion,  roaming 
about,  like  David  Simple,  looking 
for  a  true  friend.  In  this  way  he 
wanders  on,  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
and  from  village  to  village,  fpend- 
ing  his  money,  lofing  his  time,} 
tiring  his  horfe  ( or  his  neighbour’s 
horfe,  as  the  cafe  may  be),  filling 
the  alehoufes  with  his  complaints, 
but  helping  to  empty  them  of  their 
beer,  till  good  fortune  or  good  ad.* 
vice  directs  him  to  one  of  thofe 
obnoxious,  but,  in  thefe  cafes,  ne- 
ceffary  perfonages,  called  a  crimp* 
There,  at  laft,  his  labour  ends  ; 
and,  by  the  help  of  fome  forty  or 
fifty  guineas,  he  is  able  to  procure 
a  recruit  for  the  fervice,  and  an 
exemption  forhimfelf;  at  leaft,  until 
the  recruit  fhall  happen  to  runaway* 
The  fame  thing,  withcircumflances 
in  a  like  degree  a  little  varying,  muft 
happen  in  the  cafe  of  the  parifh- 
officers.  What  means  upon  earth 
have  the  parifh -officers  to  get  men, 
but  thofe  which  they  ought  not  to 
have  ?  This  meafure,  therefore, 
which,  among  its  other  profeflions, 
profeffes  to  abolifh  crimping,  will 
go,  if  I  am  net  miftaken,  to  extend 
and  eflablifh  that  fyftem.'*’  Mr. 
Windham  purfued  his  argument  to 
a  great  length,  fometimes  invefti- 
gating  the  plan  ferioufiy,  and  at 
others  illuftrating  his  notions  by 
humourous  and  happy  allufions. 
Much  of  his  objection  applied  to 
the  railing  of  men  lor  one  fepvice, 
and  fuppofing  that  would  difpofe 
Series,  [  Arj  them 
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them  to  enter  into  another.  f<  A 
notion  feems  to  prevail,”  he 
faid,  (t  that  a  foldier  is  a  thing 
that  cannot  be  produced  by 
ens  continued  a£l,  That  there 
in  nil  be  a  fecond  operation. 
We  create  this  army  of  men  for 
limited  fervice,  as  a  kind  of  falfe 
ftomach,  in  which  the  aliment  is  to 
be  lodged  for  a  time,  till  it  can 
be  removed  to  its  proper  recep¬ 
tacle,  and  there  finally  elaborated 
for  the  ufe  and  fuftcnance  of  the 
Hate.  Of  the  whole  of  this  plan 
the  honfe  has  heard  enough  before. 
Experiments  have  already  been 
made  on  many  parts  of  it,  and 
certainly  not  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  to 
encourage  a  perfeverance  in  the 
fy ftem ,  But  nothing  will  deter  us. 
There  is  a  perfect  pafflon  for  legis¬ 
lating  upon  this  Tab j eft,  and  for 
effecting  every  thing  by  the  moft 
complicated  and  circuitous  means. 
My  honourable  friend  feems  to  be 
actuated  by  the  fame  fort  of  feeling 
as  that  of  the  lover  in  the  Appren¬ 
tice,  (who,  when  he  is  to  efcape 
with  his  mid  refs,  will  not  fufrer 
her  to  go  out  by  the  flreet  door, 
though  he  is  told  it  is  open,  but 
infills  upon  her  defcending  from 
the  window,  by  the  means  of  his 
ladder  of  ropes.  It  is  in  vain  that 
the  maid  protefls  that  the  door  is 
open,  and  that  her  mill  refs  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  but  walk,  down  the 
great  hairs.  Oh  no!  fays  he,  but 
what  then  becomes  of  my  rope- 
ladder  ?.  Such  is,  in  truth,  the 
language  of  the  prefent  moment. 
In  all  this  multiplication  of  plans, 
I  repeat,  that  very  little  is  to  be 
found  congenial  with  the  true  mi¬ 
litary  fyftem  of  the  country.  Every¬ 
thing  that  has  \  ct  been  brought 
forward  on  the  fubjeft  has  proved 
to  be  extravagant,  and  calculated 


to  produce  the  oppofite  of  good  to* 
wards  the  fubflantial  defence  of  the 
country  ;  and  of  the  fame  nature, 
I  am  perfuaded,  will  the  plan  be 
which  the  houfe  has  juft  heard.” 

The  introduction  of  the  bill  was 
not  direftly  oppofed,  but  feveral 
members  gave  opinions  again!!  the 
outline  fketched  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
Among  thefe  were  Mr.  Addington, 
Sir  William  Geary,  and  Mr.  Fox  ; 
it  was  defended  by  Lord  GafUe- 
reagh;  and  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  reply, 
happily  contrafled  the  fentiments 
exprefied  by  fome  of  the  fpeakers. 

In  all  its  fubfequent  ftages,  the 
bill  was  warmly  and  ably  debated. 
On  the  motion  for  a  fecond  g^ 
reading,  the  difcuffion  con¬ 
tinued  till  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  many  members  ex- 
preffed  themfelves  very  flrongly  ot> 
the  late  changes  in  the  cabinet. 
The  houfe  divided  on  the  queflion. 


and  the  minifter  found,  that  in  a 
large  attendance  of  members,  he 
poke  fled  a  majority  of  no  more  than 
40,  the  numbers  being,  for  the  fe¬ 
cond  reading  221,  again!!  it  1S1. 

On  the  motion  for  the  ^  ^  ^ 
Speaker  to  leave  (he  chair,  “  ' 

that  the  houfe  might  go  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  bill,  another  long  and 
animated  debate  took  place,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  Coionei  Craufurd, 
at  great  length,  fluted  his  reafons 
for  difapproving  the  bill,  which, 
he  cenfured  both  as  to  its  military 
provifions  and  its  political  effedls. 

Some  amendments  hav-  , 

ing  been  made  in  the  com-  1  *  * 

mittee,  they  were,  according  to 
parliamentary  ufage,  re-  , 

ported  to  the  houfe,  and  a  1  ^ 
motion  that  they  fhould  be  read  a 
fecond  time  being  made,  a  divifior 
was  fuddenly  called  for,  and  the 
queflion  of  a  fecond  reading  wa« 
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loft  by  a  majority  of  fix,  the  num¬ 
bers  being  69  againft  63.  In  this 
embarraffing  circumftance,  a  new 
difcuflion  was  ftarted  ;  Mr.  Rofe 
affirmed,  that  Mr.  Fox,  and  at 
lead  fix  of  his  friends,  had  entered 
the  houfe  after  the  queftion  had 
been  put  from  the  chair,  and  thus 
gained  a  majority  by  furprize. 
Mr.  Fox  anfwered  that  he  was  un- 
confcious  of,  and  far  from  being  a 
party  to,  any  unfair  advantage  be¬ 
ing  taken  ;  but  he  candidly  owned 
that  he  had  been  fometime  out  of 
the  houfe  ;  and,  in  the  confufion 
the.  houfe  was  in,  when  the  quef¬ 
tion  was  called  for,  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  members,  who,  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  ufually  were* called  away 
from  the  refrefhinents  they  might 
be  taking,  he  could  not  take  upon 
him  to  fay  pofitively,  whether  he 
was,  or  was  not  in  the  houfe  at  the 
moment  it  was  put  from  the  chair. 
A  converfation  enfued,  during 
which,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
parliament  in  fuch  cafes,  the  mem¬ 
bers  delivered  their  opinions  fit¬ 
ting  and  with  their  hats  on,  and 
the  Speaker  terminated  this  part  of 
the  difcuffton  by  deciding,  that 
every  member  who  came  in  before 
adivifion,  had  a  right  to  vote. 

Mr.  Grey  then  moved  that  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  amendments 
Ihould  be  poftponed  for  fix  months, 
when,  after  a  debate,  in  which 
great  irritability  was  difplayed, 
and  frequent. interruptions,  calls  to 
order,  and  explanations  took  place, 
an  amendment  for  reading  them  at 
the  next  fitting  of  the  houfe  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  29  only, 
the  numbers  being  214,  to  183. 
This  ftruggle  was  not  of  great  im- 
poitance  in  itfelf,  but  it  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  animate  oppofition,  by 
obliging  the  minifters  to  make 
great  efforts  to  colled  even  this 
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fmall  majority;  the  debate  having 
for  that  piirpofe,  been  protraded 
by  his  own  Iriends,  who  fpoke  one 
after  another,  when  no  member  of 
the  oppofing  party  delivered  an 
opinion^  to  give  time  for  the  arri* 
val  of  their  partisans. 

When  the  queftion  for  Q  , 
ingroffing  the  bill  Was  1  *  * 
put,  the  debate  was  renewed  with 
increafed  vehemence.  Mr.  Elliott, 
General  Maitland,  Serjeant  Beil, 
Earl  Temple,  Mr.  Braggp  Ba- 
thurft,  Tord  Henry  Petty,  and 
Mr.  Addington,  delivered  their 
opinions  at  great  length. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  beiides  the  ob* 
fervations  called  for  by  the  bill, 
made  fome  remarks  on  the  ftate  of 
parties,  and  on  the  relative  por¬ 
tions  of  the  miniftry  and  their  op¬ 
ponents.  In  fo  doing,  he  profeff- 
ed  to  follow  Mr.  Canning,  who, 
he  faid,  had  not  confined  himfelf 
to  the  bill  under  confideration, 
but  had  thought  proper  to  intro¬ 
duce  matter  not  ftridly  relevant, 
but  yet  of  infinitely  more  impor¬ 
tance  than  the  bill  itfelf;  namely, 
an  allufion  to  the  degree  of  confi¬ 
dence  to  wrhich  the  prefent  ad- 
miniltration  was  entitled.  (i  My 
right  honourable  friend,”  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  “  ftated,  that  he  was  not 
difpofed  to  adulation  toward-  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  for  whom,  no  doubt,  he 
entertains  the  moft  fincere  refpedt 
and  regard.  I  hope  he  will  do  me 
the  juftice  to  think,  that  I  am 
equally  incapable  of  adulation 
toward  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Fox.  I  certainly  am  no  flat¬ 
terer,  although  in  point  of  attach¬ 
ment  to  my  honourable  friend,  I 
will  not  yield  to  that  which  my 
right  honourable  friend  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  can,  or  does  profefs  to 
feel  for  his  right  honourable  friend 
befide  him;  with  this  difference, 
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however,  on  my  part,  that  my 
attachment  is  of  a  much  longer 
handing ;  that  it  is  the  firft,  the 
ftrongeft,  and  the  only  political 
attachment  of  my  life.  But  my 
right  honourable  friend  difelaims 
adulation,  and,  indeed,  he  feems 
to  me  to  have  had  no  occalion  to 
do  fo,  for  he  certainly  did  not  at 
all  deal  in  it ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
has  taken  occafion  to  pronounce 
upon  the  conduct  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  one  of  the  bit- 
tereft  fa  tires  that  could  well  be 
imagined.  Mv  right  honourable 
friend  expreffes  his  furprize,  that 
we,  who  oppofe  this  bill,  can  con¬ 
trive  to  co-operate,  and  that  we 
can  avoid  quarrelling  when  we 
get  together  in  the  lobby  ;  but 
is  it  not  equally,  if  not  more, 
a  matter  of  lurprize,  that  he  can 
avoid  quarrelling  with  fbme  of 
his  friends  near  him,  to  whom 
he  has  been  fo  very  lately  in  de¬ 
cided  opposition,  and  particularly 
with  the  noble  Lord  (Caftlereagh), 
who  appears  now  to  have  deter¬ 
mined  which  of  the  two  (<  firings 
he  fhould  put  to  his  bow.5'  If  my 
right  honourable  friend  will  look 
at  thofe  about  him,  he  will  find 
that  the  compliments  and  the  cen- 
fure  which  he  meant  for  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  lower 
bench  (Mr.  Addington),  were  ap¬ 
plicable  aifo  to  fome  of  his  prefent 
connexions.  Whatever  praife  or 
condemnation  applies  to  the  one, 
applies  equally  to  the  other,  with 
this  difference,  that  the  compli¬ 
ment  called  forth  by  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  the  one  from  office,  when 
the  voice  of  parliament  and  the 
country  called  for  it,  is  not  de¬ 
fer  ved  by  the  other,  who  flill  re¬ 
mains  in  power.  Some  part  of  the 
adminiftration  of  that  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  I  molt  cordially 


approved,  and  his  intentions  in 
every  inftance  I  refpeXed,  becaufe 
I  firmly  believed  them  to  be  pure 
and  honourable.  I  thought  I  faw 
in  many  prominent  features  of  his 
adminiflration,  a  regard  for  the 
rights  and  feelings  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  an  attachment  to  the 
Conftitution  of  the  country  ;  and  it 
gave  me  great  pain  to  find,  that 
in  my  fupport  of  that  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  I  was  com¬ 
pelled  on  feverai  occafions  to  differ 
from  my  deareft  friends.  But  I 
now  fay  of  that  right  honourable 
gentleman’s  minifterial  career,  that 
his  entering  into  office  was  a  facri- 
fice ;  his  going  out  a  triumph. 
Bur  did  my  right  honourable 
friend,  I  would  afk  him,  mean  it 
as  a  compliment  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  that  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  his  retirement  from 
office,  he  darted  into  an  open, 
manly,  and  fy  Hematic  oppofition, 
or  did  he  mean  it  as  an  indifereet- 
farcafm  upon  the  conduX  of  his 
right  honourable  friend  ?  When 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
went  out  of  office,  he  gave  no  in- 
fidious  promifes  of  fupport.  He 
did  not  take  his  feat  immediately 
behind  his  fucceffor,  profefling  and 
pretending  to  proteX  him,  by  all 
the  aids  of  his  talents  and  his 
influence,  and  defert  him  when, 
his  aid  was  mold  wanted.  He 
did  not,  when  direX  aecufations, 
and  threatened  impeachments,  and 
every  other  mode  of  determined 
oppofition  was  employed  againft 
him,  he  did  not  eome  down  to  the 
houfe,  and  offer  him  the  fhabby 
fhelter  or  the  previous  queftion, 
which  to  have  agreed  to,  would 
have  conferred  eternal  difgrace  on 
thofe  who  compofed  the  leading 
part  of  the  late  adminift ration. 
No,  fays  my  right  honourable 
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friend,  that  was  not  his  conduft. 
He  went  at  once  into  a  fair,  a 
jsaanly,  and  open  oppofition.  Why 
then,  fir,  what  mult  we  think  ot 
thofe  who  having  experienced  all 
this,  have  neverthelefs  become  the 
fupporters  of  the  prefen t  arrange¬ 
ment,  as  it  is  called  j  who  have  not 
adopted  this  “fair,  manly,  open” 
fyftem  of  oppofition,  which  he 
affe&s  to  compliment ;  but  have 
a&ed  in  a  way  dire&ly  contrary 
to  what  he  has  afte&ed  to  pane¬ 
gyrize  ?  Nothing,  he  fays,  in  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  mi- 
nifterial  capacity,  was  fo  becoming 
of  him,  as  his  leaving  his  fituation. 
When  that  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  found  himfelf  oppofed  by  fo 
formidable  a  minority  in  this  houfe, 
he  retired  from  the  helm,  for  which 
fee  has  my  right  honourable  friend’s 
unqualified  eulogium.  Why  then, 
Sir,  I  am  to  exped,  if  he  defer  ves 
fuch  approbation  for  that  condud, 
in  having  taken  the  broad  hint 
that  was  given  him,  that  my  right 
honourable  friend  will  lofe  no  time 
in  advifing  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite,  (Mr.  Pitt)  to 
purfue  a  fimilar  line  of  condud, 
and  entitle  himfelf  equally  to  his 
high  approbation.  But  what  will 
he  fay  of  the  fix  members  of  the 
laft  adminiftration,  who,  inftead 
of  adopting  the  fame  noble  plan  of 
adion,  which  would  have  given 
them  a  claim  to  his  praife,  have 
thought  it  more  advifeable  to  keep 
their  places  and  flay  in  ?  If  the  one 
line  of  ading  be  fo  open,  fair,  and 
manly,  furely  the  other  mult  be, 
in  my  right  honourable  friend’s 
opinion,  equally  mean,  fhabby, 
and  unbecoming  :  but  yet,  with¬ 
out  any  explanation  or  j  unification 
of  himfelf,  he  feems  perfedly  con¬ 
tent  to  take  an  official  fituation. 


and  ad  under  them.  But  there  is 
yet  one  confolation  remaining. 
His  praifes  are,  beyond  all  doubt, 
firicere,  and  1  hope  he  will,  in  a 
juft  regard  to  the  confiftency  of  his 
fentiments,  give  a  fimilar  hint  to 
his  right  honourable  friend,  and 
fhow  to  him  alfo  the  prudence,  and 
indeed  the  neceftity  of  retiring. 
The  laft  minifter  did  retire  when 
he  found  he  had  no  greater  a  ma¬ 
jority  than  thirty-feven,  furely 
then,  if  it  were  neceflary,  or  at 
leail  prudent  for  him  to  give  up  in 
fuch  circumftances,  it  muft  appear 
advifeable  for  his  right  honourable 
friend  to  yield  in  his  turn,  when 
he  can  only  count  upon  a  majority 
of  twenty-eight.  I  hope,  there¬ 
fore,  that  my  right  honourable 
friend  will  induce  him  to  follow 
that  noble,  patriotic,  and  gallant 
example,  and  not  dream  of  going 
on  with  a  fmall,  miferable,  and 
pitiful  majority,  fuch  as  no  mi¬ 
nifter  can  think  an  honour  to  him. 
Let  him  not  perfift  in  keeping  his 
place,  when  he  finds,  and  muft 
deeply  feel,  that  he  has  loft,  the 
confidence  of  the  great  interefts  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  members 
of  this  houfe.  My  right  honour¬ 
able  friend  has  told  the  houfe,  that 
he,  as  much  as  any  man  in  the 
kingdom,  wifhed  for  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  an  adminiftration,  on  a 
broad  and  comprehenfive  feale.  No 
man  in  the  country,  he  fays,  was 
more  difappointed  than  himfelf,  in 


the  failure  of  thofe  hopes  and  wifhes 
which  he  entertained  upon  that  im¬ 
portant  fubjeci:.  Sir,  I  believe 
him.  I  think  he  is  fincere  in  that 
declaration,  and  every  v:ew  that 
I  can  take  of  public  ifiatters,  tends 
to  confirm  me  in  that  opinion  ;  for 


when  he  confiders  what  his  right 
honourable  friend  was,  and  what 
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he  now  is,  I  am  readily  perfuaded, 
that  he  mud  be  inclined  to  enter¬ 
tain  fuch  wiflies  and  hopes.  He 
fays,  his  right  honourable  friend 
has  taken  a  fituation  in  which  there 
is  much  difficulty  and  danger.  I 
believe  that  both  he  and  his  right 
honourable  friend  know,  and  feel 
it ;  and  I  believe  more,  that  his 
jright  honourable  friend  has  no  idea 
that  this  adminiftration  can,  or  that 
it  ought  to  lad;  for  they  mud  be 
aware,  that  it  is  an  arrangement 
which  has  excited  difcontent  and 
complaint  through  every  part  of  the 
country.  My  right  hon.  friend 
in  the  courfe  of  the  juft  ideation 
which  he  has  attempted  for  his  con- 
du<din  co-operating  with  his  right 
honourable  friend,  has  dwelt  a 
good  deal  upon  the  happy  event  of 
the  removal  of  what  he  termed  the 
late  inefficient  minifters  ;  but  my 
right  honourable  friend  feemed  to 
forget  that  that  removal  was  far 
from  being  complete.  To  be  fure, 
iome  of  thofe,  with  whom  my  right 
honourable  friend  profeffed  to  have 
been  diffatisfied,  have  been  remov¬ 
ed.  He  was  diffatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  the  department  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  and  therefore  out 
goes  my  Lord  Hawkefbury  :  and 
here,  Sir,  with  grief  and  vexation 
I  perceive,  that  that  noble  lord 
has  put  the  feal  to  his  own  con¬ 
demnation  ;  that  being  charged 
with  rnifmanagement  and  incapa¬ 
city,  he  conferits  to  be  degraded  in 
order  to  make  room  for  another 
noble  Lord  (Harrowby),  who  cer¬ 
tainly  has  yet  to  prove  his  ability, 
and  who  has  at  lead  no  experience 
to  recommend  him..  But  this  alone 
was  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  my 
right  honourable  friend,  and  to  re¬ 
concile  him  to  the  adminiftration. 
He  difliked  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
miahy,  and  therefore  that  filly, 


incapable  perfon,  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
is  removed  ;  and  his  place  is  filled 
by  that  mod  tried  and  experienced 
Teaman,  Lord  Melville.  The  mi¬ 
litary  department  did  not  pleafe 
him,  and  therefore  that  mod  mi¬ 
litary  perfonage,  Lord  Camden, 
who,  fo  far  from  being  formerly 
confidered  a  man  eminently  quali, 
fied  for  military  affairs,  was  re¬ 
moved  from  the  government  of 
Ireland,  in  troublefome  times,  to 
make  way  for  Marquis  Cornwallis, 
is  now  difcovered  to  be  the  fitted 
perfon  to  prefide  over  the  war  de¬ 
partment,  in  the  prefent  important 
fituation  of  the  country.  Buty 
after  all,  there  is  another  change, 
and  that  is  one  made  in  what  my 
right  honourable  friend  confiders 
the  great  fituation  which  regulates 
and  directs  all  the  red  ;  this  change 
is  made  in  favour  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr. 
Pitt)  ;  and  to  that,  as  a  matter  of 
change,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  It 
mud,  however,  be  remembered  by 
all,  for  it  is  not  a  very  old  affair; 
that  the  lad  adminiftration  was 
compofed  of  ten  members ;  now  of 
thefe  ten,  fix  actually  remain.** 
Mr.  Sheridan  purfued  this  fubjeft 
for  fome  time  longer,  with  his 
ufual  force  and  eloquence,  and  in 
conclufion,  mentioned  the  report 
that  the  exclufion  of  Mr.  Fox  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  king.  ((  Of  the 
perfonage  to  whom  this  report  re¬ 
fers, he  faid,  “  I  cannot  fpeak 
from  any  particular  knowledge; 
but  of  him  who  is  next  in  rank  and 
confequence,  I  can  fay,  that  that 
illudrious  perfonage,  whofe  name 
1  know  my  duty  too  well  to  men¬ 
tion,  who  itood  forward  at  the 
commencement  oi  the  war,  difplay- 
ing  a  noble  example  of  his  wifh  to 
promote  unanimity,  to  rally  all 
parties  round  the  dandard  of  the 
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country,  entertains  no  political 
prejudice  againft  any  public  man  ; 
though,  God  knows,  he  has  had 
much  to  forgive.  Far,  however, 
from  indulging:  refentment,  I  am 
fure  that  he  would  be  forward  to 
accept  of  the  fervices  of  any  poli¬ 
tical  character  who  could  contri¬ 
bute  in  this  great  crifis  to  the 
fafety  of  the  emDire." 

In  anfvvering  this  part  of  Mr. 
Sheridan's  fpeech,  Mr.  Pitt  dif- 
played  the  acknowledged  force  of 
his  reafoning,  and  the  refolute  man- 
linefs  of  his  cha rafter.  “  Of  the 
mode  of  oppofition  which  this 
meafure  has  experienced,"  he  laid, 
<(  I  have  a  right  to  complain.  There 
has  been  a  difpofition  to  draw  into 
argument  foreign  topics,  which  di¬ 
vert  the  attention  from  the  real 
fiibjeft,  and  in  fuch  hands  as  thofe 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  may  be  produftive  of 
entertainment,  and  relieve  the  te- 
dioufnefs  of  debate  by  the  brilliant 
difplay  of  wit  which  we  have  juft 
witnefled.  As  to  the  argument, 
that  the  adminiftration  is  not  wor¬ 
thy  of  confidence,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
conjefture  upon  what  ground  it 
refts.  This,  its  firft  meafure,  fir  re¬ 
ly  cannot  be  the  caufe,  for  it  looks 
to  an  objeft  upon  which  all  perfons, 
of  all  parties  and  all  deferiptions, 
are  agreed.  There  mult  then  be 
fomething  awkward  or  unfortunate 
in  the  manner  of  bringing  it  for¬ 
ward,  if  it  be  the  caufe  of  this  lofs 
of  confidence.  I  confefs  this  is  a 
very  delicate  fubjeft,  and  I  know 
not  well  how  to  deliver  myfelf  up* 
on  it.  But  whatever  opinion  feme 
people  ma.y  entertain  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  an  adminiftration 
formed  on  a  broad  bafts,  I  am 
fatisfied  that  the  principle,  that  it 
is  the  prerogative  of  his  ma jelly 
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tochoofe  his  minifters,  will  not  be 
denied.  I  am  the  more  convinced 
of  this,  when  I  remember  that  feme 
weeks  ago,  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  oppoftte  (Mr.  Fox)  ftated  in 
this  houfe  when  it  was  thrown  out 
as  a  matter  of  (peculation,  who 
were  to  be  the  new  minifters,  if  the 
late  miniftry  were  obliged  to  retire, 
that  it  was  not  within  the  province 
of  the  houfe  to  take  any  notice  of 
fuch  a  circumftance,  and  if  it  won  Id 
have  been  unconftitutional  to  agi¬ 
tate  fuch  a  topic  before  the  removal 
of  that  miniftry,  it  is  equally  un¬ 
conftitutional  to  deny  the  king's 
prerogative  as  to  feleftion  in  every 
inftance  ;  and  is  it  reconcileable 
with  any  ideas  of  cooftitutional 
principle  and  of  public  duty,  that 
when  a  miniftry  has  been  changed, 
their  fucceftfors  fhould  be  obftrufted 
in  their  very  firft  operations,  by 
any  combination  founded  upon  any 
circumftances  connected  with  the 
recent  exercife  of  his  majefty’s  pre¬ 
rogative  ?  It  has  been  laid,  in¬ 
deed,  that  I  fhould  take  the  hint 
to  refign,  which  the  proceedings 
of  the  houfe,  on  this  queftion,  have 
given;  and  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  thus  admits  the  objeft  of  the 
extraordinary  zeal  with  which  this 
bill  has  been  contefted ;  but  I  can 
allure  him  that  the  hint  is  not 
broad  enough  lor  me  to  take  it. 
I  am  fanguine  enough  to  believe 
that  the  bill  will  pais  with  an  in- 
creafed  majority.  I  am  fanguine 
enough  to  hope,  the  oppofition  to 
the -bill  being  now  avowed,  r  will 
make  its  way  through  the  houfe 
with  an  increafed  concurrence  ;  if 
not,  1  lhall  lament  the  failure  of  a 
meafure  which  I  fincerely  believe 
to  be  calculated  to  promote  the 
public  advantage.  It  is  now  ob¬ 
vious  what  are  the  motives  for  that 
,  [Ar4]  zeal 
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zeal  and  perfeverance  that  have 
animated  the  late  contefts,  and  have 
combined  in  one  cry  troops,  who 
upon  no  other  occasion  could  ever 
be  made  to  fpeak  the  fame  language. 
I  truft,  at  lead:,  that  the  honour¬ 
able  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
will  not  feel  themfelves  under  the 
Beeeftity  of  queftioning  as  to  every 
individual  objed,  the  right  of  the 
king  to  choofe  his  minifters.  I 
have  been  at  iffue  upon  this  point 
in  former  times,  and  I  am  now 
peatdy  to  maintain  it  as  neceffary  to 
pur  free  and  as  yetmonarchial  con¬ 
stitution.  As  to  my  fufficiency, 
or  the  fufficiency  of  thofe  in  office 
with  me,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  fay 
a  great  deal  upon  that  fubjed  ; 
but  I  am  furprifed  at  the  language 
that  has  fallen  from  a  noble  Lord 
(Temple).  I  think  it  a  little  lingular 
that  my  ading  in  concert  with  a 
part  of  the  late  adminiftration 
fhould  be  made  a  bar  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  him  and  hi?  friends. 
Does  my  noble  relative  think,  that 
on  this  account,  I  have  jullly  for¬ 
feited  the  confidence  of  him  and 
his  friends ;  I  do  remember  the 
time  when,  in  the  moment  of  his 
bittereft  oppofition  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington),  the  noble  lord  and  his 
friends  were  fo  partial  to  me,  that 
they  declared,  that  my  admiffion 
to  a  fhare  of  the  executive  power 
Would,  in  a  confiderable  d  igree, 
remove  their  apprehenfions  of  the 
public  danger.  I  hope  that  fince 
that  time  I  have  not,  by  concur¬ 
ring  very  frequently  and  ading 
very  cordially  with  my  noble  re¬ 
lative  and  his  friends,  forfeited  the 
good  opinion  they  were  then  fo 
partial  to  exprefs  of  me.  I  confefs 
my  furprife  too,  that  after  fuch 
public  declarations  concerning  me, 


they  fo  foon  find  themfelves  com,, 
pelled  to  withhold  their  Services 
from  the  public,  on  account  of  the 
exclufion  of  an  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  (Mr.  Fox),  with  whom  they 
have  been  fo  little  accuftomed  to 
think  or  ad  in  unifon.  Much  has 
been  faid  of  the  inefficiency  of  the 
members  of  the  prefent  cabinet. 
But  is  it  to  be  faid,  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters  are  unequal  to  the 
duties  of  the  ftations  they  fill  ? 
With  refped  to  the  members  of 
the  prefent  miniftry,  and  who  were 
members  of  the  laft,  being  liable  to 
the  charge  of  inconfiftency,  I  can¬ 
not  fee  that  there  is  the  leaft  foun? 
dation  for  it,  The  prefent  bill  is 
better  than  that  which  it  fuper- 
fedes,  and  aiming  at  the  fame  end 
by  jufter  means,  is  fairly  entitled 
to  the  fupport  of  thofe  who  fup- 
ported  the  former  bill.  It  is  faid, 
however,  though  not  quite  cor- 
redly,  that  the  members  of  the 
laft  adminiftration  are  a  majority 
of  the  prefent.  But  what,  if  it 
were,  would  be  the  inference  ? 
There  is  no  reafon  why  thofe  who 
fat  in  the  former  cabinet  fhould 
not  fit  in  this.  I  hope  the  present 
cabinet  is  not  one  in  which  there 
will  always  be  a  ne^effity  of  count¬ 
ing  nofes,  and  of  coming  to  a  vote 
upon  every  meafure.  When  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion  exift,  there  is 
room  for  mutual  conceffion  and  ac¬ 
commodation,  where  men  agree  in 
a  general  objed.  If  this  were  not 
thp  cafe,  how  could  any  adminif¬ 
tration  go  on  ?  far  more  an  admir 
niftration  formed  on  the  broad  bafts 
which  fome  gentlemen  confider  fo 
defirable  ?  Were  I  to  take  the 
•{  broad  hint”  which  has  been 
given  me;  had  that  fort  of  admi- 
niftration  been  formed,  the  failure 
of  which  has  been  reprefen  ted  3  s 
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having  flruck  fuch  defpair  through¬ 
out  the  country,  how  could  any 
meafure  have  been  carried  in  the 
cabinet  among  men  who  have  had 
long  and  important  differences,  un- 
lefs  mutual  accommodation  and 
conceffion  had  taken  place  ?  It  is 
faid,  however,  that  there  has  not 
been  a  fufficient  change  in  the  mi- 
niftry.  But,  furely,  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  below  (Mr. 
Addington),  muft  at  leaft  be  fatif- 
fied  that  the  change  is  fufficient, 
and  that  the  prefent  is  really  a  new 
adminiftration.  And,  notwith- 
Handing  all  that  has  been  faid  of 
it,  I  hold  it  to  be  fubftantial  enough 
to  anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which 
it  was  formed.  Many  objections 
have  been  urged  againft  it  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
lalt,  who  has  indulged  himfelf  in 
that  vein  of  pleafantry  and  humour, 
for  which  he  has  moil  defervedly 
acquired  fo  much  celebrity,  in  com¬ 
paring  fome  of  the  members  of  the 
prefent  adminillration  with  thofe 
whom  they  have  fucceeded  in  office, 
and  has  indulged  himfelf  particu¬ 
larly  in  cqntrafting  Lord  Melville 
with  . Earl  St.  Vincent.  1  fliould  un- 
queftionably  think  my felf  extreme¬ 
ly  wrong,  were  I  to  fay  that  Lord 
Melville  was  as  good  a  failor, 
or  underftood  how  to  work  or  fight 
a  fhip  of  war  as  well  as  Earl  St, 
Vincent ;  but  yet  I  can  havenohefi- 
tation  to  fay,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
Lord  Melville  will  make  a  better 
Firfl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  for 
experience  has  often  forcibly  (hewn 
Us,  that  it  is  by  no  means  peceflary 
that  a  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
fhould  be  a  naval  charaCler,  and, 
though  it  may  not  be  fit  to  fpeak 
of  myfelf,  it  finely  will  not  be 
tconfidered  that  it  is  no  change  that 


[201 

the  office  of  Firfl  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  reckoned  that  which  has 
a  leading  influence  in  the  executive 
government,  is  now  held  by  me. 
Few  will  doubt  that  a  very  real 
change  has  taken  place.  With  re* 
fpe£l  to  any  differences  of  opinion 
which  I  may  have  had  with  the 
late  adminiftration,  it  will  not  be' 
pretended  that  they  were  of  fuch 
a  nature  as  to  prevent  us  from  a6l- 
ing  in  the  moil  cordial  and  fatif- 
fadory  manner  upon  general  affairs. 
For  thofe  my  right  honourable 
and  noble  friends,  I  have  uniform¬ 
ly  entertained  the  utmoft  private 
friendfhip  and  efteem.  With  them 
I  have  thought  and  adled  almoft 
without  interruption  on  every  pub¬ 
lic  queftion  fmce  our  acquaintance 
commenced.  Neither  is  there  the 
flighted:  ground  to  imagine  that 
another  noble  friend  of  mine  (Lord 
Hawkefbury),  whom  I  have  always 
loved  and  efteemed,  is  degraded 
by  taking  the  home,  inftead  of  the 
foreign  department ;  though  I  con- 
fefs  there  were  fome  parts  of  the 
foreign  fyftem  which  I  did  not  ap¬ 
prove,  and  of  which  it  is  not  now 
neceffary  to  fay  more.  Thofe  who 
know  the  fatt,  know  how  far  that 
change  was  from  any  motive  that 
could  infer  degradation.  Indeed, 
Sir,  I  cannot  fee  with  what  view 
fuch  a  thing  could  be  mentioned, 
unlefs  it  was  for  the  purpofe  of 
fowing  jeaioufies  and  diffentions 
among  his  majefty’s  prefent  minif- 
ters,  and,  as  fuch,  it  deferves  my 
feverell  animadverfion.  If  the  pre¬ 
fect  bill  fhould  be  loft,  I  fhall  be 
forry  for  it,  becaufe  the  houfe  and 
the  country  will  thereby  lofe  a 
good  meafure  :  but  the  honourable 
gentlemen  oppofite  will  be  much 
miflaken,  if  they  think  they  w  ill 
thereby  be  gny  thing  the  nearer 
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getting  rid  of  me.  It  is  well 
known,  and  has  ever  been  allowed 
to  be  one  of  the  firft  and  mod 
edablifhed  privileges  and  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown,  that  his  ma- 
jedy  has  a  right  to  choofe  and  no¬ 
minate  his  own  miniders  ;  and  with 
that  convi&ion  on  my  mind,  I 
(hall  not  be  deterred  from  bringing 
forward  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
neceffary  in  aid  and  fupport  of  the 
prefent  bill,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  a 
confiderabie  majority,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  oppofition  it  has 
met  with  from  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
houfe.” 

At  half-pad  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  Mr.  Fox  concluded  the 
debate  with  a  fpeech  of  great  abi¬ 
lity,  and  on  a  divifion,  the  ma- 
joriry  for  the  minider  was  found 
to  be  forty- two  ;  the  numbers 
were  265  to  223. 

.  The  motion  for  a  third 
*9*  *  reading  produced  a  debate, 
but  no  divifion  ;  Mr.  T.  Gren¬ 
ville  delivered  his  opinion  againd 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Windham,  in  a 
fpeech  of  exquifite  wit  and  great 
eloquence,  finally  expreffed  his 
difapprobation  of  the  meafure.  He 
declared  that  comparing  the  plan 
now  propofed,  with  the  fentiments 
delivered  by  Mr.  Pitt  while  in  op- 
pofition,  the  bill  was  a  lurprizeon 
the  houfe,  and  on  the  country. 
Till  within  a  few  days,  (almod  a 
few  hours)  he  faid,  of  the  motion 
being  made,  not  an  idea  was  enter¬ 
tained  that  the  plan  about  to  be 
propofed,  was  any  other  than  that 
which  had  been  opened  by  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  fome  months, 
before.  It  was  not  till  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  performance,  and  when 
the  curtain  was  afutaliy  drawn  up, 


that  the  manager  dept  forward 
(without  an  apology)  and  fignified 
that  the  whole  was  changed,  and 
that  inllead  of  the  piece  which  had 
been  announced,  we  were  to  have, 
not,  as  an  honourable  and  learned 
friend  of  his  had  faid  the  other 
night,  the  good  old  play  of  The 
Recruiting  Officer ,  but  a  11  range  fan- 
tadical  piece,  produced  for  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  got  up  in  a  hurry,  call¬ 
ed  The  Regimental  Vejlry ,  or,  The 
Recruiting  Churchwardens.  It  was 
difficult  to  conceive  what  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  counfels  could  have 
been,  that  gave  rife  to  fo  happy  an 
idea.  It  could  never  have  beeu 
formed  at  once,  or  in  any  ordinary 
circumllanCes,  but  mud  have  been 
the  refult  of  a  confultation,  fuch 
as  that  deferibed  in  Foote’s  farce 
of  The  Minor.  ‘  A  great  day. 
coming  on  ;  the  greated  day  this 
feafon  ;  all  the  world  to  be  there  : 
old  oppofition,  new  oppofition,  a 
vad  attendance  from  the  country. 
Nothing  in  the  meanwhile  fettled. 
Ballot  found  to  be  impoflible,  and 
no  expedient  thought  of  by  which 
its  place  could  be  fupplied.’  In 
this  lituation  fomebedy  feems  to 
have  conceived  the  idea  of  a  fort- 
of  proceeding  which  fhould  be  nei¬ 
ther  compulfory  nor  not  compul- 
fory  ;  fhould  not  be  a  quota ,  yet 
fhould  be  connected  with  diftrids 
and  parifhes  ;  fhould  be  a  fydem  of 
recruiting,  yet  be  carried  on  by 
perfons  not  named  by  government, 
though  poffefiing  a  certain  degree 
of  authority,  and  known  in  the 
country.  ‘  I’ll  be  hanged,’  fays 
fome  one,  1  if  you  don’t  mean  re¬ 
cruiting  by  parifh  officers.’  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  feems 
to  have  jumped  at  the  hint,  and 
parifh  officers  it  lias  been.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has 
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vapoured  a  great  deal,  and  afked 
triumphantly,  what  they  had  to 
offer  by  whom  the  prefen  t  meafure 
was  objected  to  ?  To  this  it  might 
be  fufficient  to  anfwer,  that  they 
who  objected  to  a  meafure  were 
not  therefore  bound  to  be  provided 
with  a  better  in  its  room.  It  was 
enough  if  they  could  reafonably 
prefume  that  a  better  might  be 
provided.  But  he  was  willing  to  go 
further,  and  having  frequently  Hat¬ 
ed  what  his  own  ideas  were,  to 
compare  thofe  ideas  with  what  was 
now  adopted.  Your  ideas,  faid  the 
honourable  gentleman,  are  merely 
negative  :  they  are  nothing  at  all. 
They  would  do  well  to  afk,  before 
they  prefled  that  topic,  were  their 
own  plan  ft  ripped  of  its  negative 
merits,  how  much  of  it  would  re¬ 
main  }  The  negative  merits  of  the 
plan,  the  houfe  would  recoiled, 
were  all  that  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  infilled  upon.  The  plan 
was  good,  becaufe  it  abolifhed  the 
ballot,  becaufe  it  reduced  the  mili¬ 
tia,  becaufe  it  removed  competi¬ 
tion,  becaufe  it  limited  the  boun¬ 
ties.  So  it  certainly  was  :  and  fo 
equally,  and  on  the  very  fame  ac¬ 
counts,  was  the  plan  oppofed  to 
them.  All  the  ideas  above  enu¬ 
merated,  the  honourable  gentlemen 
would  recoiled,  were  ours  as  well 
as  theirs;  and,  what  was  not  lefs 
to  the  purpofe,  were  ours  long  be¬ 
fore  they  were  theirs,  and  when 
in  truth  they  were  made  a  matter 
of  reproach  to  thofe  who  held  them. 
There  was  nothing  on  thofe  points, 
therefore,  in  which  one  plan  differ¬ 
ed  from  the  other.  The  great  ad¬ 
vantage  which  we  had  was,  that 
with  us  all  was  negative,  and  that 
in  addition  to  the  red,  we  got  rid 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
fcheme  of  fining  parifhes,  and  re¬ 


cruiting  by  parifh  officers.  It  was 
curious,  therefore,  to  hear  the  right 
honourable  gentlemen  calling  upon 
us  to  know  what  were  our  ideas, 
and  what  we  had  to  propofe  in  the 
room  of  what  we  objeded  to. 
We  were  in  the  fituation  of  a  man, 
who,  having  been  ft  ripped  of  all 
he  had,  is  afked  by  the  robber  were 
his  money  was.  Where  is  my 
money  ?  he  would  fay  :  why,  in 
your  pocket.  Where  were  onr 
ideas,  why,  in  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  bill.  He  muft  not  be  un« 
derftood  to  mean,  however,  that 
in  claiming  thefe  ideas  for  himfelf 
and  his  honourable  friends,  he  would 
be  willing  to  take  them,  fuch  as 
they  had  now  become  in  the  hands* 
of  thofe  who  had  lately  pofleflion 
of  them.  The  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  had  made  them  his  own  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  treated 
them.  He  muft  fay  with  the  Ro¬ 
man  epigrammatift, 

Quam  recitas  meus  eft,  o  Fidentiney 
libellus. 

Sed  male  cum  recitas  incip.it  eife  tuus. 

The  bill  was  introduced 
to  the  upper  houfe  by  Earl 
Camden,  and  an  oppofition  im¬ 
mediately  commenced  by  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  the  Duke  of  Clarence,, 
Earl  Spenfer,  Lord  Grenville,  and 
feveral  other  peers ;  but  the  divi~ 
fion  was  far  more  flattering  to  mi- 
nifters  than  thofe  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  their  meafure  being 
fanftioned  by  1 54,  while  only  69 
divided  againft  it.  The  further 
progrefs  of  the  bill  produced  fome 
debates,  but  they  were  neither  iiru 
portant  nor  ftriking. 

Before  the  end  of  the  -r  . 
feffion  a  bill  was  paffed 
for  amending  this  aH, 
but  it  related  only  to  the  purchase 

of 
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of  lands  for  the  ere&ion  of  fortifi¬ 
cations  or  military  works. 

Bills  were  brought  in  for  railing 
an  additional  force  in  Scotland  and 
in  Ireland,  on  a  plan  conformable, 
as  nearly  as  circumftanccs  would 
allow,  to  that  adopted  in  England  ; 
they  palled  without  auy  remark* 
able  difcufiion. 

In  addition  to  the 
other  means  of  defence, 
a  bill  was  brought  in  to 

o 

enable  his  ma jelly  to  raife  foreign 
corps,  and  indemnifying  thofe  who 
had  taken  foreigners  into  his  ma. 
jelly’s  fervice.  This  meafure  did 
Rot  pafs  without  fome  animadver¬ 
sion.  At  an  early  period  of  the 
fffiion,  Mr.  Fox  had  given  notice 
of  a  motion  relative  to  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  Hanoverian  troops  ;  but 
on  the  change  of  adminillration 
being  announced,  he  had  with¬ 
drawn  it.  As  the  troops 
now  employed  were  not 
‘all  Hanoverians,  Mr. 
Francis,  and  Mr,  Moore  endea¬ 
voured,  but  without  effedl,  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  attention  of  parliament  on 
the  fubjeft  ;  the  former  received 
an  anfvrer  from  the  Secretary  at 
War;  the  fpeech  of  the  latter  was 
heard  without  a  comment. 

j  A  matter  connected 

Jl1ne  with  the  Volunteer  fer- 
22‘  vice,  furnifhed  the  fub- 
jeft  of  a  motion  to  Mr.  Whitbread. 
That  gentleman  having  been  in¬ 
formed  of  a  letter  written  nearly 
fix  months  before,  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  to  George 
Forbes,  Efquire,  Sheriff  Subllitute 
ofBamffihire,  thought  proper,  at 
a  late  period  of  the  feffion,  and 
when  the  Lord  Advocate  had  quit¬ 
ted  London  to  fulfil  his  duties  in 
Scotland,  to  draw  the  attention  of 
parliament  to  this  cafe.  It  appear. 


june 

25th 


ed  tint  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Morifon,  had  difcharged  his  fer- 
vant,  whofe  name  was  Garrow, 
for  having  attended  as  a  private 
in  a  corps  of  volunteers,  at  an  in- 
fpedfion,  by  the  Marquis  of  Hunt- 
ly,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  his 
mailer.  This  condusff  being  view¬ 
ed  with  confiderable  indignation 
by  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Bamff,  a  cafe  was  laid 
before  the  Lord  Advocate,  for  an 
opinion  whether  by  law  Morifon 
could,  on  fuch  aground,  jullify  his 
refufal  to  fulfil  his  original  contract 
with  his  fervant,  who  had  offered 
to  make  a  proportionate  deduction 
from  his  wages.  In  anfwer,  be- 
fide  an  opinion  on  the  matter  re¬ 
ferred,  the  Lord  Advocate  wrote* 
letter,  which  was  entered  on  the 
public  records  of  the  court  of 
Bamff.  In  this  letter,  the  Lord 
Advocate  declared,  that  thecircum- 
ftances  were  fuch  that  he  mull  de¬ 
cline  taking  a  fee  for  his  opinion, 
but  after  obferving  that  the  precife 
cafe  was  not  provided  for  by  the 
volunteer  a£ls,  he  pronounced  the 
conduct  of  Morifon  moll  atrocious, 
and  added  that,  i(  every  pofiible 
means  ought  to  be  taken  to  ftigma- 
tize  him,  and  to  punilh  him  by  the 
fcorn  and  contempt  of  all  the  re- 
fpedtable  men  in  the  county,  who 
ought  to  enter  into  a  refolution  to 
have  no  communication  or  dealings 
with  him  whatever.  And  further,’* 
he  faid,  u  as  I  conlider  that  Mori- 
fon’s  conduct  can  only  have  arifen 
from  a  fecret  fpirit  of  difaffedtion 
and  dilloyalty,  it  is  my  orders  to 
you,  as  Sheriff  Subllitute  of  the 
county,  that  on  the  firlt  French¬ 
man  landing  in  Scotland,  you  do 
immediately  apprehend  and  fecure 
Morifon  as  a  fufpetled  perfon  ;  and 
you  will  not  liberate  him  without 

a  com* 
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a  communication  with  me  ;  and 
you  may  inform  him  of  thefe  my 
orders.  And  further,  that  I  fhaJl 
do  all  I  can  to  prevent  him  from 
receiving  any  compenfation  for  any 
part  of  his  property  which  may  be 
either  deftroyed  by  the  enemy,  or 
by  the  king's  troops,  to  prevent  it 
from  falling  into  the  enemy’s 
hands.” 

On  this  letter  Mr.  Whitbread 
grounded  bis  accufation,  and  after 
Hating  the  fafts,  he  called  on  the 
lawyers  of  England,  and  on  the 
lawyers  of  Scotland,  to  deliver 
their  opinions  on  the  fuhjeft,  and 
pot  to  fuffer  fo  foul  a  ftigma  on  the 
law  of  the  country  as  this,  to  pnfs 
without  the  fevereft  cenfure.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  while 
in  the  exercife  of  this  moll  illegal  and 
oppreflive  conduct  had  not  a  ftngle 
motive  of  reafonable  juflification. 
He  had  no  proof  of  mifbehaviour 
on  the  part  of  Morifon,  in  the  par¬ 
ticular  tranfaftion  under  coafider- 
ation  ;  and  it  furely  was  but  fair 
to  believe  that  Morifon  was  a  man 
ofdifloyal  principles,  at  a  moment 
when  all  ranks  of  the  community 
partook  of  a  general  feeling  of  ar¬ 
dour  and  patriotifm  in  the  defence 
of  the  liberties  and  independence  of 
their  common  country.  What 
right,  then,  had  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  to  prefume  that 
Morifon  was  a  man  of  nefarious  or 
dangerous  principles  ?  From  the 
internal  evidence  of  the  letter,  it 
appeared  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  determined  to  re- 
prefent  Morifon  as  a  dangerous  in¬ 
dividual,  but  not  a  tittle  of  evi¬ 
dence  exilled,  to  fhow  that  Mori¬ 
fon  was  a  man  at  all  of  difcontent- 
principles ;  not  one  overt  aft 
manifefted  fuch  a  difpofition  to 
have  exifled  on  his  mind.  He 
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vindicated  the  conduft  of  Morifon, 
in  the  whole  tranfaftion,  and  cen- 
fured  that  of  the  lord  advocate  as 
highly  oppreflive,  and  grofsly  ille¬ 
gal.  Againft  Morifon,  no  infor¬ 
mation  was  lodged.  There  was  no 
prefumption  of  his  guilt.  There 
was  no  pretence  for  threatening 
him  with  the  privation  of  his  li¬ 
berty.  There  was  no  warrant  or 
writ  pretended  to  be  exe-cuted. 
The  whole  buflnefs  was  condufted 
in  a  way  fatal  to  the  very  exigence 
of  perfonal  liberty.  Nor  was  there 
any  fair  pretext  for  fe verity  to 
Morifon  on  any  fuppofed  ground 
of  danger.  Tfinvafion  did  not  take 
place,  but  was  expefted,  it  would 
have  been  eafy  to  have  feized  him, 
if  really  of  a  fufpicious  charafter, 
independent  of  the  inftruftions  con¬ 
tained  in  the  letter.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  invafion  did  take  place, 
Morifon  could  do  no  harm,  as  he 
was  fut  rounded  by  thoufands  of 
men  diftinguifhed  for  their  loyalty 
and  public  fpirit. 

The  lord  advocate,  in  his  de* 
fence,  fir  ft  noticed  the  hardfhip  to. 
which  he  was  fubjefted,  by  the 
motion  being  brought  forward  fo 
late  in  the  feflion,  when  he  was 
already  on  his  journey  toward 
Edinburgh,  in  the  difeharge  of 
his  public  duty,  but  recalled  to 
London  to  anfwer  this  accufation. 
He  then  vindicated  himftlf  by  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  defeneelefs  ftate  of 
Scotland  at  the  time  of  the  trans¬ 
action,  and  the  confcquent  alarms 
and  anxiety  which  prevailed. 
There  were  only,  in  all  Scotland, 
two  weak  battalions  of  the  Army 
of  Referve,  without  cloathing,  and 
without  arms,  and  one  folitary 
regiment  of  dragoons;  and  at  that 
very  moment,  the,  noble  lord,  at 
the  head  of  the  troops  in  Scotland, 
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had  received  orders  to  detach  fome 
part  of  the  force  to  Ireland,  and 
two  of  the  bed  appointed  and  mod 
fteady  regiments  of  militia  were 
actually  under  marching  orders, 
for  a  diftrift  in  Northumberland. 
There  remained  then  only  thirteen 
battalions ofmilitia;  the  fupplemen- 
tary  militia  weie  then  hardly  in  the 
ranks,  and  of  the  volunteers  a  great 
proportion  were  alfo  deftitute  of 
arms,  and  in  every  point  of  view 
unprepared  for  lervice  on  the  eaft 
coaft  of  Scotland.  With  regard  to 
the  north  of  Scotland,  its  whole 
fafety  depended  upon  the  voluntary 
exertions  of  the  people.  Under 
fuch  circumftances,  he  appealed  to 
the  candour  of  the  houfe  to  judge 
what  his  feelings  muft  have  been, 
when  called  on  to  offer  an  opinion 
refpefting  the  condudl  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  whofe  proceedings  went  to 
the  direct  difcouragement  of  the 
exertions  of  the  volunteers,  on 
whom  the  fafety  of  the  north  of 
Scotland  depended.  Was  he  to  be 
feverely  condemned  for  not  having 
guided  himfelf  wholly  by  the  cold 
formal  terms  of  law?  Unqueftion- 
ably  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man 
to  difcourage  any  attempt  to  damp 
the  ardour  of  the  volunteers,  and 
though  he  had  no  idea  of  dragoon¬ 
ing  men  into  volunteers,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  did  feel,  that  the  condudl  of 
Morifon,  under  all  the  circum¬ 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  was  highly  to 
be  reprobated.  Having  made  fome 
more  ohfervadons  on  this  (late  of 
affairs,  he  proceeded  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  office  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  hold,  and  which  might 
tend  to  enable  the  houfe  more  fairly 
and  impartially  to  judge  of  the 
queftion  at  iffue.  Hefhewed  how 
diftindt,  how  different  it  was  from 
that  of  the  Attorney  General,  or 


any  other  law  officer  in  England  f 
that  it  extended  to  many  judicial 
departments,  and  that  it  was  often 
in  the  courfe  of  his  duty  to  give 
advice  to  government  not  only  on 
civil,  but  on  military  matters. 
Scotland,  he  obferved,  was  dill  in 
every  refpeft,  except  legiilature, 
a  feparate  kingdom  from  England. 
Its  laws,  its  cuftoms,  and  its  man¬ 
ners  had  undergone  no  change.  In 
the  application  of  general  a<fts, 
much  local  explanation  was  re¬ 
quired,  and  therefore  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland  muft  fre¬ 
quently  adt  upon  his  refponfibility. 
Of  this  mode  of  adling  he  gave 
feveral  inftances,  both  in  the  acts 
of  his  predeceffor  and  himfelf.  It 
was  not  as  public  profecutor  that 
he  wrote  the  letter  in  queftion  ;  it 
was  not  his  object  to  have  Mr. 
Morifon  apprehended  as  a  fufpected 
perfon,  but  he  felt  it  a  duty  incum¬ 
bent  on  him  from  the  fttuation  he 
held,  arifing  from  the  official  in¬ 
formation  which  he  had  received. 
His  opinion  and  his  letter  were  in¬ 
deed,  as  Mr.  Whitbread  had  dated, 
different,  for  they  were  founded  on 
very  different  information,  and 
were  given  under  very  different 
circumftances.  The  one  was  an 
opinion  delivered  by  him  to  a  cli¬ 
ent  ;  the  other  was  a  letter  written 
in  confequence  of  communication 
made  to  him  in  his  official  capacity, 
by  a  perfon  holding  an  official  ii- 
tuation  in  the  county  in  which  the 
tranfadlion  occurred.  The  memo¬ 
rial  or  ftatement,  on  which  his 
opinion  was  formed,  was  not  laid 
before  him  by  the  Sheriff  Subftitute, 
but  by  the  private  agent  of  Gar- 
row.  It  dated  the  fadl  of  the 
fervice,  of  Garrow's  difmiffal,  and 
concluded  with  the  queftion,  ((  Is 
he  entitled  to  payment  for  his  fer¬ 
vice. 
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vice,  during  the  period  of  his 
fervice?”  The  letter,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  written  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  communication  made 
to  him  officially  by  Mr.  Forbes, 
■Sheriff  Subftitute  of  the  county, 
whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  impart 
fuch  occurrences  in  the  county  as 
he  might  deem  of  any  public  im¬ 
portance,  or  as  likely  to  aid  or 
impede  the  public  fervice.  He 
then,  at  great  length,  and  with 
much  ability,  vindicated  the  ex- 
preffions  in  his  letter  which  had 
been  cenfured,  and  anfvvered  many 
of  the  arguments  advanced  by  Mr. 
Whitbread. 

When  he  had  withdrawn,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rule  of  parliament 
on  fuch  occafions,  Mr.  Whitbread 
moved  a  refolution,  that  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Charles  Hope,  His  Majefty’s  Ad¬ 
vocate  for  Scotland,  in  writing  the 
faid  letter,  had  been  oppreffive, 
illegal,  and  contrary  to  his  official 
duty. 

The  Attorney  General  moved 


the  order  of  the  day  ;  an  animated 
debate  enfued,  in  which  Mr.  Grey, 
Mr.  Windham,  Lord  Henry  Petty, 
and  Mr.  Fox  took  a  part  againfl 
the  Lord  Advocate.  He  was  de¬ 
fended  by  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Kin- 
naird,  the  Secretary  at  War  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  on  a  divifion,  the  Attorney 
General's  motion  was  carried  ;  the 
numbers  for  it  being  159,  againft 
82,  leaving  a  majority  of  7.7. 

Some  meafures  befides  thofe  al¬ 
ready  noticed  were  reforted  to  for 
completing  the  military  prepara¬ 
tions.  Powers  were  given  to  the 
board  of  ordnance  to  make  perma¬ 
nent  put-chafes  of  lands  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice  ;  an  additional  eft i mate 
amounting  to  £'310,000  was  laid 
before  parliament  for  the  expences 
of  the  navy  ;  and  to  meet  thefe, 
and  other  incidental  charges,  the 
two  houfes  in  confequence  of  a 


meffage  from  his  Majefty 


7  th 


pa  fled  a  vote  of  credit  for  J  . 
two  millions  and  a  half.  ^  ^ 


CHAP.  X. 


Affairs  of  India .  Motion  by  Mr .  Creevey  refp effing  the  W ar  hi  Ceylon  ; 
feme  papers  granted ;  others  refuted.  Motion  by  Mr.  Francis  ref  petting 
the  Mahratta  War :  anf aver  of  Lord  Caftlereagh  ;  the  Motion  'withdrawn. 
Motion  by  the  Fajl  of  Carjlile  ref  petting  l  he  communication  of  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  Hof il it  us  between  Great  Britain  and  France ;  objections  of  Lord 
Hawke  fury  ;  Reply  of  the  Earl  of  Carlife;  his  Motion  carried  on  a  Divi¬ 
fion.  Motion  of  thanks  to  the  Marquis  of  Welle/ley  carried  unanimoujly  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  \  a  fmilar  Motion  frenuoufy  oppofed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  but  carried  without  a  Divifion.  India  Budget. 


THE  affairs  of  India  occupied 

their  ufual  portion  of  the 

,  attention  of  Parliament. 

.  Before  the  change  of  the 
IV1  arch.  ••/>  a/t 

miniftry,  Mr.  Creevey 

made  a  motion  refpe&ing  the  ex¬ 


pedition  in  Ceylon.  ‘He  narrated 
in  terms  of  fevere  reprehenfion  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  this  difaftrous 
conteft,  and  obferved  that  the 
Britifh  Governor  had  not  fallen 
into  error  for  want  of  any  light 

which 
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which  experience  could  afford. 
The  Dutch  had  made  this  parti¬ 
cular  experiment  of  fubduing  the 
Candians,  over  and  over  again  ; 
they  had  twice,  with  as  little  lofs 
as  curfelves,  feized  the  capital  and 
expelled  the  king  ;  but  on  every 
pccafiori  their  army  was  fina  lly 
deftroyed  by  the  fame  caufes  which 
had  deftroyed  ours.  It  was  lin¬ 
gular,  that,  on  one  occalion,  the 
precife  calamity  which  had  befallen 
our  garrifon  at  Candia  befel  the 
Dutch.  Their  garifon  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  capitulate,  and,  on  their 
march,  and  within  two  days  jour¬ 
ney  of  Col  umbo,  the  troops,  to  the 
amount  of  400  men,  were  all  mur¬ 
dered.  The  effeCf  of  thefe  experi¬ 
ments  upon  the  Dutch  was,  to  con¬ 
vince  them,  that  all  attempts  upon 
the  interior  of  Candia  were  not 
only  fruitlefs,  but  fatal  to  them- 
felves  ;  and,  accordingly,  for  the 
la  ft  twenty  years  of  their  fett  le¬ 
nient  in  that  ifland,  fuch  projects 
were  never  repeated.  The  prefent 
governor  of  Ceylon  was  in  poifef- 
fion  of  thefe  fads,  and  of  this 
experience,  before  he  doomed  our 
foldiers  to  fuch  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion  ;  they  were  recorded  in  a 
valuable  and  interefting  account 
of  Ceylon,  written  b)  an  officer  of 
the  army  we  firft  fent  there,  and 
the  materials  for  which  hiftory 
were  collected  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  eye  of  the  governor.  Hav¬ 
ing  ftated  the  difafters  of  this  war, 
and  the  many  evils  that  muft  refult 
from  it,  among  the  greateft  of 
which  he  reckoned  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  difaffeCtion,  and  a  fpirit  of 
reftftance  into  die  Indian  army. 
Mr.  Creevey  concluded  by  mov  ing 
for  1.  Copies  of  all  papers,  letters 
and  difpatches,  fr<5m  the  governor 
pf  CeyloQ  to  the  government  of 


Candia  in  that  ifland,  and  from  the 
Candian  government  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Governor,  refpeCting  the 
caufe  or  origin  of  the  war  in 
Ceylon  :  2.  Copies  of  ail  corref- 

pondence,  between  the  Governor 
of  Ceylon,  and  officers  command¬ 
ing  his  majefty's  troops  in  that 
ifland  during  the  war  :  3.  Copies 
of  all  treaties  entered  into  between 
the  Governor  and  the  Candians: 
and  4.  all  the  returns  of  his 
majefty’s  forces  in  Ceylon,  from 
the  firft  of  January,  1803,  to  the 
prefent  time. 

Without  entering  into  the  ge¬ 
neral  topics  defcanted  on  by  Mr. 
Creevey,  or  vindicating  the  war 
in  Ceylon  in  all  its  particulars. 
Lord  Caftlereagh  modified  the  firft: 
refolution,  and,  in  its  altered  form, 
it  pa  fled  without  a  divifton  ;  the 
other  papers,  after  a  ftiort  but 
fpirited  debate,  were  refufed ;  the 
numbers  on  a  divifton  being  70  to 
47. 

On  the  fame  day,  Mr.  Francis 
made  a  motion  for  a  great  number 
of  papers  relative  to  the  Mahratta 
war.  As  an  introduction  to  his 
fpeech,  Mr.  Francis  directed  the 
Clerk  of  the  houfe  to  read  the  34th 
fediou  of  the  Statute  24th  Geo. 
III.  Sefs.  2.  chap.  25,  which 
recites,  that  to  purfue  fehemes  of 
conqueft  and  extenfion  of  dominion 
are  meafures  repugnant  to  the 
with,  the  honour,  and  policy  of 
this  nation  ;  and  enaCts,  that  it 
fhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Governor 
General  to  engage  in  wars,  with¬ 
out  the  exptefs  command  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  and  except 
where  hoftilities  have  been  commen¬ 
ced,  or  preparations  to  that  effeCt, 
adually  made  againft  the  Fritifh 
nation  in  India,  or  its  allies.  This 
regulation,  the  principles  on  which 
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it  was  founded,  and  the  dangers 
which  muft  always  flow  from  a 
difobedience  of  it,  formed,  Mr. 
Francis  obferved,  a  rational  ground 
of  parliamentary  fufpicion  and  in¬ 
quiry,  whenever  the  government 
of  India  fhould  appear  to  be  engag¬ 
ed  in  meafures  which  the  law  pro¬ 
hibited.  The  bufinefs  and  duty  of 
the  day  did  not  call  upon  him  to 
accufe  any  man,  or  to  affirm  that 
any  thing  deferving  the  cenfure  of 
parliament  had  been  done.  His  ob¬ 
ject  was  to  inquire,  and  then,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  refult  of  the  inqui¬ 
ry,  to  delift  or  to  proceed.  A  Bri- 
tifh  governor  commencing  a  war  in 
India,  was  prima  facie,  doing  that 
which  the  law  prohibited  ;  his  own 
aft  of  itfelf  put  him  on  his  defence  ; 
he  was  bound  to  juftify  on  the 
cafe;  and  until  he  had  fo  juftified 
hisconduft,  the  prefumptions  were 
againft  him.  All  the  authorities 
ot  this  country  had  united,  with 
one  voice  to  condemn  and  forbid 
the  carrying  on  war  in  India  for 
any  purpofe  but  defence,  'or  on  any 
ground  but  neceffity  ;  but  the 
praftice  in  India  had  been  alrnoft 
uniformly,  or  with  very  fhort  ex¬ 
ceptions,  direftly  oppofed  to  the 
prohibitions.  Since  the  prohibi¬ 
tory  Aft  paffied  in  1783,  had  the 
houfe  heard  of'  any  thing  from 
India  but  war  and  conqueft  ?  many 
viftories,  and  great  acquifitions, 
with  only  now  and  then  a  fliort 
interval  of  repofe,  to  take  breath 
and  begin  again.  There  was  ano¬ 
ther  ground  of  preemption  againft 
the  neceffity  and  juftiee  of  thefe 
wars,  which  feemed  very  ftrongand 
cone lufi ve,  it  was  that  they  were 
almoft  all  fuppofed  to  originate  in 
afts  of  provocation  and  aggreffion, 
committed  by  the  weak  againft 
the  ftrong.  The  ftrength  of  any 
Vol.  XL VI,  or  VolIV.  New 


fingle  Indian  State,  at  any  time, 
and,  now  perhaps,  of  all  of  them 
put  together,  was  not  to  be  com¬ 
pared  to  the  military  power  and 
refources  of  the  Englifh,  and  con- 
fidering  the  great  difparity  of 
force,  it  would  require  very  clear 
evidence  to  make  it  credible,  that 
whereas  the  difpofnion  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  power  in  India,  is  always,  if 
poffible,  to  preferve  the  peace,  and 
to  be  fatisfied  with  what  they 
poiTefs  ;  this  excellent  difpofition 
was  never  fuffered  to  prevail, 
becaufe  the  Indian  princes  were  fo 
reftlefs  and  unruly,  that  we  could 
not,  in  common  juftiee  to  our- 
felves  refrain  from  invading  them. 
Mr.  Francis  then  treated  at  con- 
fiderable  length  on  the  force  of  the 
Mahrattas,  particularly  in  cavalry, 
and  the  means  they  pofleffed,  al¬ 
though  they  could  not  make  a 
Hand  againft  us  in  the  field,  of 
ravaging  the  provinces  under  our 
command,  and  thus  reducing  us  to 
great  {freights  and  diftrefs.  He 
next  obferved  on  the  delay  in  com¬ 
municating  to  the  government  at 
home  the  proceedings  in  India, 
which  he  faid  was  alfo  contrary  to 
the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  aft  of 
parliament.  Thefe  circumftances 
demand  inquiry,  and  therefore  he 
hoped  minifters  would  grant  a  large 
number  of  papers  which  he  moved 
for. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  agreed  with 
the  mover  as  to  the  propriety  of 
inquiries,  but  denied  that  fuch  an 
inquiry  as  was  demanded  could 
with  lalety  be  made,  under  pre- 
fent  circumftances.  Independently 
of  the  difadvantages  that  might 
arife  from  fuch  an  inveftigation, 
during  a  war  not  yet  terminated, 
on  which  he  was  notdifpofed  to  lav 
very  great  ftrefs ,  he  had  itronger 
Series.  [O]  mid 


210]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


and  very  ollenfible  reafons  for  ob¬ 
ject  :ng  to  the  motion.  The  go¬ 
vernment  were  not  in  poffeffion  of 
the  circumltances  that  preceded  the 
rupture;  and,  therefore,  any  in- 
veiHgation  of  the  kind  propofed 
by  the  prefent  motion,  muft  necef- 
iarily  terminate  u>  fatisfailorily, 
and  to  the  obvious  prejudice  of  the 
noble  lord  to  whom  the  govern™ 
nienf  of  India  was  entrufted.  It 
was  right  to  wait,  therefore,  till 
the  neceffary  communications 
fhould  be  received  by  government. 
Such  a  communication  was  loon  to 
be  expeited,  That  it  fhould  have 
been  made  fooner  was  impoffibie, 
from  the  date  at  which  the  war 
took  place. 

Thefe  reafons  were  not  fatisfac- 
tory  to  Mr.  Johnftorie,  who  infift- 
ved,  that  according  to  the  ail  of 
parliament,  the  Governor  General, 
ought,  as  foon  as  the  army  began 
Its  march,  to  have  made  a  lull 
communication  to  government,  but 
Mr,  Francis  cqnfidering  Lord 
Caftlereagh's  fpeech  as  an  engage¬ 
ment  to  inform  the  houfe  when  the 
difpatches  fhould  arrive,  withdrew 
his  motion. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
the  affairs  of  India  were  in 
T  a  certain  degree  brought 
tinder  difcuffion,  in  confequence  of 
fome  reports  derived  from  French 
papers,  of  the  fuccefsful  exploits  of 
Admiral  Linois  againft  our  (hip¬ 
ping  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
The  Earl  of  Carlifle  moved  that 
there  fhould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  an  account  of  the  ifilt  ruitions 
fent  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
naval  force  in  t\  e  EafLIndies,  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  majeffy’s  meflage  to 
parliament  on  the  prefent  rupture, 
with  the  date  of  their  arrival  in 
jlndia  ;  and  alfp  the  date  of  in  If  rue - 
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tions  fent  previous  to  the  ailual 
rupture,  with  the  time  of  their 
arrival. 

This  motion  was  oppofed  by 
Lord  Hawkefbury,  on  the  ground 
that  as  the  papers  required,  related 
to  proceedings  growing  out  of  the 
diferetionary  exercife  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  ;  and  although  it 
was  competent  to  parliament  to 
call  for  papers  of  this  kind,  it  was 
riot  a  parliamentary  cuifom  to  make 
a  motion  to  that  effeit,  without 
affioming  the  reafon  which  fhould 
induce  the  houfe  to  interpofe  its 
authority  in  that  particular  cafe. 
The  rnotion  of  the  noble  Earl  came 
diftiqdtly  under  this  laid  divifion  ; 
and  he  rnuft  oppofe  it  becaufe  he 
had  .heard  no  reafon  urged  to  prove 
its  neceffi ty  or  ufe. 

The  Earl  of  Carlifle,  in  anfwer 
to  this  objection,  hated,  that  the 
matter  was  of  no  fmall  moment ; 
there  were  very  difagreeable  ru¬ 
mours  abroad,  the  public  opinion 
did  not  coincide  wi.h  his  lord- 
fhipY ftatement,  and  the  houfe  had 
a  right  to  know  the  fails  from  do¬ 
cuments,  and  could  not  bejuftified 
in  a  matter  of  this  confequence,  n 
taking  the  mere  affertion  of  one  of 
his  ma  jelly's  minifters.  1  'he re  was 
a  report,  on  authority,  perhaps  as 
good  as  his  lordfhip's,  that  Admi¬ 
ral  Rainier  did  not  receive  his  in- 

ruitions  from  Government  till 
feventeen  days  after  the  rupture 
was  announced  in  India,  by  private 
letters  from  England  ,  and  that 
the  French  Admiral,  Linois,  had, 
in  the  interval,  while  the  Englifh 
admiral  was  near  him,  cut  his 
cables  in  the  night,  and  withdrawn 
his  fquadron  in  fafety  ;  having,  no 
doubt,  received  his  inftruitions 
from  his  government.  He  was 
informed^  that  when  the  difpatches 
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were  Tent  by  Government  to  India, 
they  were  Tent  by  a  frigate,  which, 
fo  far  from  going  di  redly,  and 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  con¬ 
voyed  a  fleet,  and  touched  at  Lif- 
bon.  He  did  not  know  how  far 
this  was  true  or  not;  he  did  not 
know  what  might  be  the  exad 
foundation  of  the  public  opinion  on 
this  fubjed ;  it  was  his  duty,  and 
that  of  the  houfe,  to  afcertain  the 
truth,  and  to  enquire  if  there  had 
been  any  culpable  negled. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  and  Lord 
Hobart  offered  frefh  reafons  again# 
granting  the  papers,  particularly 
infilling  that  public  rumour  was 
not  a  fufficient  parliamentary 
ground  for  demanding  them.  They 
were  anfwered  by  Earl  Spencer 
and  the  Earl  of  Caernarvon,  and 
on  a  divifion,  the  motion  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  i  ;  the  num¬ 
bers  being  contents  31  ;  non  con¬ 
tents  30. 

,  The  war  againfl:  the 
-  „  „  Mahrattas  was  not  at  all 
^  *  difcuflfed  in  the  upper  houfe, 
until  Lord  Hobart  moved  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Marquis  Wellefley, 
and  to  the  other  civil  and  military 
officers  in  India,  and  to  our  forces 
there,  for  their  great  zeal  and 
courage  manifefted  in  our  late 
fucceffes  in  that  quarter.  In  fup- 
porting  this  motion,  all  parties 
concurred,  or  rather  vied  with 
each  other  ;  Lord  Grenville  reiter¬ 
ated  and  extended  the  eulogy  pro¬ 
nounced  by  Lord  Hobart,  and  his 
applaufes  were  re-echoed  b)  Lord 
Melville,  Lord  Hawkefbury,  and 
Earl  Camden. 

The  fame  unanimity  did 
r  not  prevail  in  the  Houfe  of 
*  Commons,  where  the  thanks 
were  ably  moved  by  Lord  Caflle- 
reagh,  in  a  fpeech  in  which  he  vin¬ 
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dicated  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Governor  General. 

Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Johnflone,  Mr.  Grey,  and  fome 
other  members  oppofed  the  motion. 
The  eminent  gallantry  and  fkill 
with  which  all  the  military  opera¬ 
tions  againfl:  the  Mahrattas  had 
been  conduded  were  allowed  ;  but 
whether  fo  many  valuable  lives 
had  been  wifely  or  unprofitably 
loft  ;  or  in  a  quarrel  which  ought, 
or  ought  not  to  be  avowed  by  par¬ 
liament,  or  whether,  fuch  great 
exertions  had  been  made  with  a 
fufficient  confideration  of  the  po¬ 
licy,  the  juftice,  and  the  neceflity 
of  the  war,  were  queftions  which 
it  was  not  advifeable,  nor  in  any 
Drape  neceffary,  to  be  brought  this 
day  into  debate.  The  noble  lord's 
motion  forced  them  to  a  difcuffion 
without  neceflity,  and  in  effed 
would  oblige  them  to  decide  with¬ 
out  knowledge.  The  merits  of  the 
war  itfelf,  ought  to  have  been  left 
untouched  and  entire  for  future  de¬ 
liberation.  By  this  motion  that 
queftion  was  -  prejudged  ;  or  at 
leaft,  the  ufe  and  effed  of  that  de¬ 
liberation  were  precluded.  It 
would  be  impoffible  for  parliament 
to  go  with  a  free  and  unbiaffed 
mind  to  examine  the  wifdom  or  the 
juftice  of  a  war,  to  the  author  and 
diredor  of  which  they  had  already 
returned  their  thanks  in  fuch  exalt¬ 
ed  terms,  firft  for  the  plan,  and 
then  for  the  fuccefs  of  it,  It  was 
a  new  principle  to  vote  the  appro¬ 
bation  •  of  the  houfe  to  any  but 
thofe  adually  engaged  in  the  ex¬ 
ploits,  which  it  from  time  ro  time 
had  thought  proper  to  diftinguifh 
by  that  honour.  It  was,  however, 
ftated,  that  Marquis  Wellefley 
had  fet  the  army  in  motion.  He 
might  have  given  commands  to 
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that  effect,  but  if  fuch  connection 
with  an  army  were  to  be  admitted 
as  a  claim  to  parliamentary  thanks, 
the  commander  in  chief  of  this 
country  would  have  a  right  to  be 
included  in  any  vote  for  any 
achievement  performed  by  the 
Britilh  army  ;  and,  upon  the  fame 
principle,  the  Admiralty  fhould 
have  participated  of  the  thanks 
voted  to  Lord  Howe  and  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  for  their  glorious  vic¬ 
tories  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war. 
The  two  queftlons  fhould  be  kept 
diflinCt  ;  and  the  execution  fhould 
not  be  blended  with  the  arrange¬ 
ment.  It  was,  indeed,  contended, 
that  all  had  been  done  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Captain  General ;  but  was 
it  a  matter  of  doubt  the  title  of 
Captain  General  was  in  this  in- 
llance,  entirely  of  a  civil  fignifica- 
tion,  and  the  perfon  who  filled  it, 
however  refpeCtable  in  other  points 
of  view,  was  a  perfon  of  a  per¬ 
fectly  civil  education,  without 
any  military  experience  whatso¬ 
ever  ;  a  perfon  who  could  not  be 
trufted  with  the  command  of  the 
army  ?  The  vote,  it  was  alfo 
contended,  would  be  premature. 
It  was  to  be  feared  the  Mahrattas 
would  prove  more  dangerous  ene¬ 
mies  now  that  they  were  difperf- 
ed,  than  when,  by  a  mode  of  war¬ 
fare  unufual  to  them,  they  were 
united  in  large  bodies,  and  ven¬ 
tured  on  pitched  battles :  this  ap- 
prehenfion  was  increafed  by  the 
iaCjt  of  there  having  been  no  intel- 
licence  from  General  Welleflev 
for  twenty  days  before  the  laft 
difpatches  left  Bombay.  Perhaps 
the  difperfed  armies,  by  putting 
off  his  fupplies  in  the  hilly  country 
Into  which  he  had  entered,  had 
Compelled  him  to  raife  the  fiege 
Which  he  had  undertaken,  and  to 


retire  with  lofs.  No  mifchief 
could  arife  from  delay,  while  much 
would  proceed  from  hafte.  It 
fometimes  happened  from  too  great 
precipitancy,  that  a  perfon  receiv¬ 
ed  a  vote  of  thanks,  whom  it  was 
afterwards  thought  neceffary  to 
remove  from  his  command.  The 
cafe  of  Copenhagen  muft  be  frefh 
in  every  one’s  memory,  and  the 
expedition  to  Holland  was  alio  ari 
inftance  of  the  rafhnefs  of  voting 
the  thanks  of  thehoufe  toohaftily. 

Thefe  obfervations  were  an- 
fwered  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr,  Hobhoufe,  and 
Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe.  Suffi¬ 
cient  grounds,  they  faid,  were  laid 
to  juftify  the  vote  propofed  to  the 
noble  marquis.  This  motion,  in 
faff,  was  fuftained  by  the  fame 
principles  upon  which  all  fimilar 
votes  of  thanks  refted.  The  houfe 
was  fully  apprized  of  the  fplendid 
exploits  alluded  to,  and  it  was 
propofed  to  thank  the  noble  Mar¬ 
quis,  not  in  his  civil,  but  in  his 
military  capacity  ;  not  as  Governor 
General  of  India,  but  as  Captain 
General  of  the  forces,  -  The  quef- 
tion  before  the  houfe  was  only 
directed  to  the  military  operations 
of  the  war ;  and  though  they 
might  lament  the  evils  of  war,  yet 
feeing  that  neither  the  juftice  nor 
the  policy  of  this  conteft  was  in¬ 
volved  in  what  was  fubmitted  to 
the  houfe,  parliament  could  not  be 
juftified  in  withholding  a  vote  of 
thanks  from  the  perfons  who  had 
achieved  fo  much  for  the  honour 
and  glory  of  their  country.  The 
houfe  had  done  the  fame,  or  more, 
in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  our  officers 
and  troops  in  Egypt ;  they  had 
received  the  thanks  of  the  houfe 
for  the  manner  in  which  they 
efFe&ed  their  landing,  and  they 

were 
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were  afterwards  thanked  by  the 
fame  Houle  of  Commons,  at  the 
end  of  the  campaign.  There  was 
a  moft  ft  rong  mark  of  genius  in  the 
conception  of  fuch  extenfive  plans 
as  thofe  executed  in  India,  and  in 
the  direction  of  every  part  of  the 
operations  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
be  moft  completely  in  unifon,  not- 
withftanding  their  vaft  diftance 
from  each  other. 

The  oppoftng  members  did  not 
divide  the  houfe,  but  fuffered  the 
thanks  to  be  recorded  as  unani¬ 
mous. 

t  1  At  a  late  period  of  the 

n  I  feftion,  Lord  Caftlereagh 

laid  before  Parliament  the 
general  view  of  the  finances  of 
India,  called  the  India  Budget. 
The  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  his  lordhip  call¬ 
ed  their  attention  to  the  accounts 
before  them,  hoping  they  would 
keep  in  mind  the  cireumftances 
under  which  the  affairs  alluded  to, 
occurred.  The  account  relating 
to  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April, 
1803,  was  the  adual  account  of 
that  year,  according  to  the  general 
cuftom  obferved  in  the  manner  of 
ftating  thefe  matters  to  the  houfe 
every  year.  The  houfe  would 
have  to  confider,  in  looking  to 
thefe  accounts,  that  war  had  com¬ 
menced  laft  year  in  Europe,  which 
had  afFeded  the  fales  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  ;  that  a  war  of  no 
lefs  confiderable  effeft  had  exifted 
in  India,  earlier  in  fad,  but  much 
earlier  in  preparation.  The  ac¬ 
count  of  the  preparation  in  the  event 


of  anticipated  hoftilities,  which  had 
been  fent  out  in  March,  muft  have 
afFeded  the  fale  of  goods  which  ar¬ 
rived  about  the  month  of  July  ;  the 
account  of  adual  hoftilities,  refolv¬ 
ed  on  in  May,  muft  have  reached 
India  In  September.  The  varia¬ 
tion  created  by  the  preparation  for 
war  had  kept  the  public  mind 
afloat  for  ten  months,  and  the  flow, 
nefs  of  intelligence  relating  to 
adual  hoftilities,  had  kept  them 
afloat  from  April  to  Odober.  The 
preparations  for  the  Mahrattawar, 
had  originated  in  Odober  1802. 
1  he  principal  particulars  of  expence 
under  this  head,  occurred  at  Bom¬ 
bay  and  Madras.  It  w/as  true, 
hoftilities  had  not  been  commenced 
till  Auguft,  1803,  but  the  expence 
of  preparation  had  been  confider¬ 
able.  He  would  not  enter  into 
the  general  policy  of  the  grounds 
of  this  war,  nor  of  the  advantages 
of  its  conclufion.  He  would  pro¬ 
ceed  Amply  to  the  ftatement  of  the 
accounts.  The  ftatement  was 
generally  divided  into  three claffes  : 
1  ft.  revenues  and  charges  ;  2d. 

commercial  inveftments;  and  3d. 
debts  and  aflfets,  abroad  and  at 
home.  And  firft  for  the  year  of 
adual  account,  ending  April  1803. 
The  firft  view  was  the  average 
expenditure  of  three  years,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  adual  produce  of 
the  laft  year ;  and  whether  from 
that,  the  probable  revenue  of  the 
next  year  would  be  adequate  to  the 
probable  expenditure.  His  lord- 
ftiip  then  read  the  ftatement,  which 
was  as  follows ; 
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GENERAL  VIEW* 

'Revenues. — No.  r,  average  1 800-1  to  1802-3 
More  than  average  la  ft  drawn 

No.  3,  eftimated  for  1802-3 
Actual  amount 

✓ 

More  than  eftirnate 

Charges,, — No.  3,  eftimated  for  1802-3 
Actual  amount 

More  than  eftirnate 


-  £’7-388,804 

627,205 


7,612,384 
8,33  0,087 


767.703 


4,539,066 

4.775.312 


240,446 


Deduct  excefs  of  charge  from  excefs  of  revenue,  the 
net  revenue  is  more  than  eftimated 


52  7.257 


And  the  net  revenue  for  1802-3  is 

Eftimates,  1803-4. 

Revenues— -No.  1 
Charges— No.  2 

Net  revenue 


3.604,575 


8,064,981 

5,066,940 


2,998,041 


Revenue  eftimated  lefs  than  adiual,  1802-3 
Charges  ditto,  more  than  ditto 

Net  revenue  eftimated  for  1803-4,  lefs  than  pre¬ 
ceding  year  -  - 


3i5,ic6 

291,428 


606,534 


Madras. 


Revenues  .—The  obje&ion  to  drawing  an  average  on  the 
grofs  receipts  of  three  years  ftill  prevailing,  as  it 
would  not  give  a  correct  view  of  the  annual  re- 
four  ces  of  the  Prefidency,  or  be  a  proper  mode  of 
comparifon  with  former  years,  on  account  of  the  large 
addition  acquired  by  treaty  in  particular  years,  the 
fame  principle  is  reforted  to  as  formerly,  ‘viz.  by 
ftating  the  average  of  the  receipts  on  the  more  an¬ 
cient  revenues  of  the  Company,  wholly  excluding 
the  fubftdiary  or  other  refources  derived  either  from 
treaty  or  conque'ft.  On  this  principle,  the  average 
on  three  years,  18001  to  1802-3,  by  the  ftatement 
No.  4,  amounts  to  1,1 74,533 


Which 
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Which  is  more  than  the  average  on  the  three  years, 
1799-1800  to  1801-2,  by 

Revenues.—- No.  6,  eftimated  for  1802-3 
A&uai  amount  - 

More  than  eftimate  - 

Charges. — No.  6,  eftimated  for  1802.3 
Adual  amount  - 

More  than  eftimate  » 

Deduft  excefs  of  revenue  from  excefs  of  charge,  the 
net  charge  is  more  than  eftimated 

\ 

And  the  net  charge  of  the  year  1802-3  is 


[215 

37.9  36 

4.670,369 

4,724,904 


54.535 

4,755,67  6 
4.9  25.560 


379.83o 


325.295 

2I0,602 


Eftimates,  1803-4. 

Revenues— No.  4  -  -  -  -  4,888,895* 

Charges— No.  5  5,088,157 

Net  charge  «  «  *  129,262 

Revenue,  eftimated  more  than  actual,  1802-3  »  163,091 

Charges,  ditto  -  82*651 

Net  charge  eftimated  for  1803-4,  lefs  than  pre¬ 
ceding  year  -  81,340 


Bombay  0 

Revenues.— No.  7,  excluding,  as  laft  year,  the  revenues 
of  the  ceded  counties,  likewife  the  Guicowar  fubfidy ; 
the  average  receipts  on  the  three  years  1800-1  to 
1802-3,  amount  to 

Which  exceeds  the  average  on  the  three  years, 
1799- 1800  to '1801-2*  by 

No.  9,  eftimated  for  1  So 2-3  *  „ 

Actual  amount  . 

Lefs  than  eftimate  *  * 


So  9,042 
57*586 

410,280 

359.546 

5°.734< 


[03 


Charges# 
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Charges. — No.  9,  eftimated  for  1802-3 
Actual  amount 

-  ■» 

More  than  eftimate 

Add  deficiency  of  revenue  to  excefs  of  charge,  the 
net  charge  is  more  than  eftimated 

And  the  net  charge  of  the  year  1802-3  is 

Eftimates,  1803-4. 


Revenues — No.  7  - 

Charges — No.  8  - 

«»  •» 

Net  charge 

Revenue,  efth  ated  more  than  a&ual,  1802-3 
Charges,  ditto  - 

Net  charge,  eftimated  for  1803-4,  mere  than  pre¬ 
ceding  year  *  - 

\ 

Bencoolen  and  other  Settlements. 

No.  10.— -Revenues  of  Fort  Marlbro’,  on  average,  three 


years,  1798-9  to  1  800-1 

Charges,  ditto  ditto 

10 

Net  charge 

Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Fort  Marlbro’,  eftimated  for 


1802-3  - 
No.  18.— Adual  amount 

- ,  - 

More  than  eftimated 

«s>  s* 

No.  1 1..— Supplies  eftimated  for  1803-4 

GENERAL  VIEW. 

Rejult  of  the  Year  1802-3  colleBhvetj , 

Revenues.-— Bengal,  by  No.  3  -  8,380,087 

Madras  6  -  4,933,306 

Bombay  9  -  1,229,306 

Total  revenues  -  - - 
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Charges.  — —  Bengal  No.  3 

Madras  6 

Bombay  9 

4»775>5 1 2 

4>9  35>5°6 
359j  3°^ 

Total  charges 

10,940,324 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  Prefidencies 
Deduft  fuppiies  to  Bencoolen,  See.  No.  18 

- 

2,524,213 

196,843 

Remaining  net  revenue 

2.327,365 

Deduft  intereft,  &c.  paid  on  the  debts. 

At  Bengal,  No.  18 

Madras  1 9 

Bombay  20 

972>234 

295,054 

190,089 

Dedufl  intereft  on  fecurities  purchafed  by 
finking  fund,  in  fmall  part  eftimated 

Ji457>377 

95,924 

Net  intereft  - 

The  remainder 

is  the  furplus  from  the  territorial,  &c.  revenues,  after 
defraying  the  charges  and  intereft,, 

Add,  amount  of  fales  of  imports,  by  No.  15  ..  . 

1,561,49  3 
965,912 

537>94° 

The  total  - 

is  the  fum  applicable  to  commercial  purpofes. 

1,503,852 

Amount  advanced  for  the  purchafe  of  Inveftments,  Payment  of  Commer„ 

cial  Charges,  and  in  aid  of  China  : 


At  Bengal,  No.  18 
Madras  19 

Bombay  20 

Marlbro*  22 


1,3^3*036 
590,2  2 1 
156,655 
16,2 19 


Total  advances  for  inveftments 

Cargoes  invoiced  to  Europe  in  1802-3,  with  charges, 

by  No.  22  .  „  - 


2,117,031 


W  2>373 


GENERAL  VIEW. 


Refult  of  the  Efimates  for  the  Years  1803-4  collectively . 


Revenues.- — Bengal,  No.  4 
Madras  4 

Bombay  7 

Total  revenues 


8,064,98 1 
4,888,895 

si8>m 

-  13,4.72,451 

Charges. 
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Charges.  — Bengal,  No.  2  -  5,066,940 

Madras  5  -  5,018,157 

Bombay  8  „  1,478,881 


Total  charges 

Net  eftimated  revenue  of  the  three  Prefidencies 
Deduct  fupplies  to  Bencoolen,  &c.  No.  11 

Remainder  ~ 

Deduft  further  intereft  on  the  debts, 

by  No.  16  ~  1,574,011 

Dedudt  intereft  on  fecurities  purchafed 

by  finking  fund  -  -  126,360 


11,563,978 

1,908,473 
2 1  2,628 

695,845 


t.  Net  intereft  - 

The  fum  then  remaining 

is  the  furplus  revenue,  after  defraying  the  charges  and 
intereft. 

Add,  amount  eftimated  to  be  received  on  the  fales  of 
import.  No.  15 

4 

The  total  - 

is  the  fum  eftimated  to  be  applicable,  in  the  year 
1803-4,  to  the  purpofes  of  commerce. 


1,147,651 

248,194 


535b  952 


784D4* 


Debts  in  India, 


Amount  ftated  laft  year 

Dedudt,  in  the  hands  of  the  commifiion- 

!9>96J>739 

ers  of  finking  fund 

i>31xj358 

Net  amount  of  debts  laft  year 

1 8,654,381 

Amounts  this  year,  by  No.  16 

21,881,571 

Deduct  finking  fund,  as  above 

2,012,348 

Net  amount  of  debts  this  year 

- 

19,869,223 

Increafe  - 

* 

1,214,842 

Debts  transferred  in  the  year,  by  No.  1 7 

m 

4j484 

Debts  bearing;  Intereft , 

o 


Amount  laft  year  -  -  16,994,833 

Deduct,  in  the  hands  of  the  commilfion- 

ers  of  linking  fund  -  .  1,136,332 

Ne£ 
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Net  amount  of  debts  bearing  intereft  laft  year 
Amount  this  year,  by  No.  16  -  18,712,933 

Deduct  finking  fund,  as  above  -  1,686,917 


Net  amount  of  debts  bearing  intereft  this  year 

Increafe  of  debts  bearing  intereft 

Amount  of  intereft  payable  by  accounts 

of  laft  year  -  .1,481,070 

Dedud,  on  fecurities  in  hands  of  com- 

miflioners  of  finking  fund  -  86,900 


Net  amount  of  intereft  payable  laft  year 

Amount  this  year,  by  No.  16  -  1,574,011 

Deduct  finking  fund,  as  above  -  126,360 


Net  amount  of  intereft  payable  this  year 
Increafe  of  intereft  payable 


AJfets  in  India , 

Confifting  of  cafh,  goods,  ftores.  See . 

laft  year  -  i3j>372j74?: 

Dedutft,  balance  and  fecurities  in  hands 

of  commiffioners  of  finking  fund  -  1,311,358 


Net  amount  of  allots  laft  year 
Confifting,  as  above,  by  account  No.  21, 

this  year  .  -  ~  »  14,630,971 

Deduct  finking  fund,  as  above  »  2,012,348 

Net  amount  of  affets  this  year  »  - 

Increafe  of  affets  -  - 

Deducing  increafe  of  affets  from  increafe  of  debts,  the 
ftate  of  the  Company’s  affairs  in  India  appears  worfe 
in  this  view,  by  -  - 


Home  Accounts, 

No.  2  5,— ~ Aggregate  amount  of  Tales 

Lefs  than  laft  year  •-  3,202,863 
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£, 

15,858,481 

17,026,016 

l>l67>535 


1,447,651 

53481 


12,061,383 

12,618,623 

557441 


657,601 


8,425,26s 

/  ^ 

The 
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The  amount  of  Tales  of  Com¬ 
pany’s  goods,  lefs  by 
Ditto,  private  goods,  ditto 
Ditto,  neutral  property,  ditto 

Difference,  as  above  -  1,202,863 

The  Tales  of  the  Company^  goods  were  eftimated  at 
The  a&ual  amount  was  - 

Being  lefs  than  eftimated,  by 

The  receipts  on  the  Tales  of  the  Company's  goods, 
eftimated  at  - 

No.  23.  Actually  amounted  to  - 

Being  lefs  than  eftimated,  by 

Charges  and  Profits  on  private  trade,  eftimated  at 
Actually  amounted  to 

Exceeded  the  eftimate,  by 

GENERAL  RESULT. 

The  balance  of  Cafh,  eftimated  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
Company  on  ift  March,  1804,  amounted  to 
The  balance,  by  the  actual  accounts,  is  in  favour 

Being  better  than  eftimated 
Principally  in  confequence  of  the  difburTement  for  India 
and  China,  and  on  Tome  other  accounts,  being  lefs  than 
eftimated,  which*  with  the  protraction  of  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank,  exceeded  the  greater 
expenditure  on  freight,  bonds,  &c,  added  to  the  de¬ 
ficient  receipt  on  the  Tales  of  goods. 

Eftimate,  1803-4. 

No.  23.  Receipt  for  Tale  of  Company’s  goods 

GENERAL  RESULT. 

The  receipt  from  the  Tale  of  goods  being  calculated  at 
a  larger  amount  than  laft  year,  and  the  expe&atiorv 
Hated  of  a  re-iffue  of  bonds,  paid  in  the  fupply  for 
India  and  China,  being  taken  on  a  fmaller  fcale,  and 
the  liquidation  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank  not  being 
reckoned  upon,  the  balance,  on  the  1  ft  of  March, 
1805,  is  eftimated  to  be  in  favour,  in  the  fum  of  - 


£• 

170,439 
970,1 19 
62,285 
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Debts  at  Home . 


)n  i  ft  March,  1803 

)a  1  ft  March,  1804,  No.  2.3 


Increafe 


Ajjets  at  Home • 


3n  1  ft  March,  1803 
9n  1  ft  March,  1804 


Increafe 


Deducing  the  increafe  of  debts  from  the  increafe  of 
aftets,  the  improvement  in  the  Home  concern  in  the 
year  is  » 


Balance  at  China  laft  year,  in  favour 
Balance  at  China,  by  the  prefent  ac¬ 
counts,  No.  24,  againft 


China  and  St.  Helena. 

9H434 

260,900 


Decreafe  at  China 
Balance  at  St.  Helena,  on  30th 
Sept,  1 801,  in  favour  -  78,848 

Ditto  at  ditto,  on  30th  Sept, 

1802,  in  favour,  No.  24  105,194 


352>324 


Increafe  at  St.  Helena 
Met  decreafe  at  China  and  St,  Helena 


26,346 


£.4,773,886 

4,788,865 


H>979 


i7,44<M93 

19,  !  68,736 

1,728, !43 


325,98s 


GENERAL  COMPARISON  OF  DEB 

TS  AND  ASSETS, 

Increafe  of  debts  in  India 

Increafe  of  debts  at  home 

1,214,84  z 
14,979 

Total  increafe  of  debts 
Increafe  of  aftets  in  India 

Increafe  of  aftets  at  home 

557,240 

>.72W3 

1,229,821 

Dedufl,  net  decreafe  of  balance  at  China 
and  St,  Helena  - 

325,988 

Net  increafe  of  aftete 


The 
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The  net  improvement  of  the  year,  in  this  view,  appears 
to  be 

From  this  fum  fhould  be  deduced  the  amount  of  cargoes 
arrived  in  India  previous  to  the  30th  April,  1803, 
and  included  in  the  quick  flocks  there,  which  formed 
part  of  the  cargoes  afloat  outward,  in  the  aiTets  at 
home 


£■ 

729>574 


417,000 


The  remainder  is  -  -  3izj575 

Which  may  be  confidered  as  Hill  liable  to  Further  ad- 
j ulimen ts,  when  the  final  arrangement  of  the  claims 
of  the  Company  upon  Government,  as  Hated  in  the 
Home  affets,  fhall  be  completed. 


This  flatement  being  concluded, 
the  Noble  Lord  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  to  the  efli- 
mates  which  he  had  brought  for¬ 
ward  for  1802-3.  He  had  then 
exprefled  his  languine  convidtiori, 
not  only  that  the  public  would  re¬ 
ceive  a  participation  of  500,000!. 
but  that  the  Company,  in  addition 
to  this  contribution  to  the  public, 
would  be  able  to  eflablith  a  fink¬ 
ing  fund  for  the  extinction  of  their 
debt,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions 
a  year.  He  allowed  that  thefe  ex¬ 
pectations  had  not  yet  been  realifed, 
but  attributed  the  temporary  fail¬ 
ure  to  merely  accidental  circum- 
Iknces;  to  the  war  in  India,  and 
to  the  renewal  of  hoflilities  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  France. 
The  Noble  Lord  alfo  explained  the 
difHcultiek  which  obftruftcd  the  re, 
payment  of  the  Company's  debts, 
and  endeavoured  to  (hew  thefe  dif¬ 
ficulties  principally  arofe  from  the 
advances  made  toward  the  fupport 
of  government.  It  were  much 
better,  he  obferved,  if  thefe  means 
were  provided  from  Europe,  for  the 
rate  of  interefl  in  India  rendered 
them  far  more  enormous.  Indeed, 


if  the  whole  of  the  accounts  were 
fairly  looked  to,  and  alfo  the  cir- 
cumflances  under  which  they  Hood, 
he  ventured  to  hope  that  a  far%nore 
favourable  profpeft  would  be  open¬ 
ed  both  to  the  Company  and  the 
public  than  generally  feemed  to  be 
expedited. 

Thefe  Hatements  met  with  fome 
oppofition  from  Lord  Archibald' 
Hamilton,  Mr.  JohnHone,  and  Lord 
Henry  Petty,  towhofe  obfervations 
Lord  Caftlereagh  gave  fatisfadlory 
replies.  Mr.  Francis  alfo  made  a 
long  feries  of  reflections  on  the  af¬ 
fairs  and  conduct  of  the  Eafl  India 
Company,  to  which  an  anfwer  was 
given  by  Mr.  Charles  Grant,  who 
concluded  with  aflerting,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  that  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  affairs,  were,  on  the  whole, 
much  better  now  than  in  1793  ; 
and  that,  by  the  help  of  a  finking 
fund,  which  had  been  wifely  efla- 
blifhed  abroad,  he  hoped  to  fee 
them  ere  long  relieved  from  all 
their  incumbrances. 

The  refolutions  propofed  by 
Lord  Cafllereagh  were  agreed  to 
without  a  diviflon. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.  XI. 


1 Wifcellaneous  Franfadions  in  Parliament .  Mr.  Dent’s  Motion  refpeding  the 

Loyalty  Loan;  J up ported  by  Air .  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox;  but  ref  fled  by 
Air.  Addington ,  and  rejeded.  Arrangement  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  after 
the  Change  oj  Minify  ;  oppofed  by  Air.  Dent,  but  carried.  Motion  of 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  Arrears  of  the  Civil  Lift ;  agreed  to  without  a  Divifion » 
Finance  Reflations  moved  by  Mr.  Johnftone  and  Mr.  Pitt.  Bill for  regu¬ 
lating  Prize-  Agents  ;  debated  and  abandoned.  Bill  againft  counterfeiting 
Bank  Dollars ;  oppofed  in  both  Houjes ,  but  paftcs.  Meafures  for  Relief 
and  Regulation  of  the  Clergy  ;  Relief  afforded  to  Curates  ;  Ad  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  Age  at  which  Perfons  can  take  Deacon’ s  and  Prift's  Orders . 
Bill  for  affording  an  additional  Allowance  to  the  Clergy  in  the  City  of 
London  ;  oppofed  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  ;  Obfervations  of  the  Bifhop  of 
London;  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  the  Debate  adjourned  ;  able  Speech  of  the 
Bifhof  of  St.  Afaph  ;  the  Bill pcffes.  Regulations  concerning  Commerce  * 
in  the  Corn-Laws  ;  a  Bill  brought  in  ;  Reflations  moved  by  Lord  Stan¬ 
hope  ;  rejeded.  Regulations  in  the  Cotton  Frade.  Money  advanced  to  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company.  Motion  on  the  Slave  Frade  ;  Speech  of  Air,  W ?"/«. 
be r force  ;  Bill  for  aboljhing  the  Frade  pajfes  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but 
loft  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Petitions  in  both  Houfes  refpeding  the  Condud 
of  Judge  Fox  ;  Debates  on  them  ;  two  other  Petitions  prefented ;  Charges 
framed  by  the  Marquis  of  Ahercorn  ;  further  Proceedings  ordered  to  take 
place  in  the  next  Sefjion .  Eledion  Petitions.  Aylefbury  Cafe;  Bill  for 

altering  the  right  of  voting  in  that  Borough  ;  oppofed  but  pa  fed.  Proceed¬ 

ings  on  the  Middlefex  Eledion;  Report  of  the  Committee,  implicatt  s  the 
Sheriffs  in  a  Charge  of  encouraging  Perjury;  a  new  Writ  ordered,  but 
further  Proceedings  on  the  Report  poft ported  until  the  next  Sefjion.  Proro¬ 
gation.  King’s  Speech. 


HpHE  mifceilaneous  tranfa&ions 
JL  of  this  aflive  feffion  are  in- 
titled  to  conliderable  notice. 

Before  the  change  of  the 
miniftry,  Mr.  Dent  made  a 
motion  that  the  act  for, 
what  was  called  the  Loyalty  Loan, 
fhould  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  taking  into  confideration 
the  interefts  of  the  holders.  He 
entered  into  a  minute  hiftory  of  all 
the  particulars  in  any  fort  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  negotiation  of  that 
loan,  the  palling  the  aft  which  le¬ 
galized  the  traniadion,  and  every 


24th 

April 


fubfequent  event,  by  which  he 
thought  the  faith  of  government  in 
the  leaft  implicated,  or  the  interefts 
of  the  holders  affected.  The  loan 
was  propofed  on  Thutfday  the  iff 
of  December,  and  by  ten  o’clock 
on  Monday,  the  5  th,  names  were 
put  down  for  the  whole  amount  of 
18  millions.  On  the  23d  of  the 
fame  month,  when  the  bill  received 
the  royal  affent,  the  furn  of  one 
million  and  a  half  was  actually  paid 
down,  on  the  faith  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  which  had  been  made  by  the 
then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Several  meetings  were  afterward 

held, 
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held,  and  different  opinions  were 
known  to  have  been  given  as  to  the 
legal  interpretation  of  the  preciie 
terms  of  the  ach  On  the  whole, 
he  argued  that,  if  the  fubfcribers 
did  a&ually  expeft  to  have  a  right 
to  demand  re-payment  in  two  years 
after  the  ratification  of  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty  of  peace,  it  could  not  be 
deemed  confident  with  the  honour 
or  good  faith  of  the  nation,  to  per¬ 
mit  individuals  to  fuffer  by  any 
embarraffment  or  doubtfulnefs  in 
the  formation  of  an  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  motion  was  fupported  both 
hy  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  but  as 
it  was  brought  forward  on  the  very 
eve  of  a  meeting  which  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington  had  appointed  with  the 
parties  who  were  to  negotiate  for  a 
new  loan,  it  was  confidered  as  a 
mere  party  manoeuvre,  and  as,  not 
only  the  law  advifers  of  the  crown, 
but  Mr.  Piggott,  who  was  known 
to  be  attached  to  the  oppofition 
party,  had  given  decided  opinions 
on  the  aft  of  parliament,  minifters 
determined  to adt  according  to  thofe 
legal  opinions,  and  poftpone  the 
pay  merit  or  funding  of  that  portion 
of  debt.  Mr.  Pitt  endeavoured  to 
fbew  that  after  the  bargain  had 
been  concluded  between  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  fubfcribers  to  the  loan, 
parliament  had  varied  the  terms, 
without  the  confent  of  the  other 
contracting  party,  and  Mr.  Fox 
argued  the  matter  with  fuch 
warmth,  as  to  draw  on  himfelf  the 
animadverfions  ^of  Mr.  Tierney, 
bur  on  a  divifmn,  Mr.  Dent’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
24 ;  the  numbers  being  joo  to  76. 

^  ,  By  the  part  he  took  on 

1  O  e  i  A  •*  *  r  ,v  * 

,  ^  this  occalion,  Mr.  ritt  en- 
**  *  tailed  on  himfelf  the  ne- 

cefiity  of  making  feme  arrangement 


for  the  fatisfaftion  of  thefe  pub¬ 
lic  creditors,  when  he  came  into 
office..  Accordingly,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  he  en¬ 
tered  into  a  detailed  review  of  the 
tranfadlion,  declaring  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  houfe  was  pledged, 
on  principles  of  good  faith,  to  ad¬ 
here  to  the  original  refolution  of 
the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  therefore  propofed  that  all  thofe 
concerned  in  this  loan,  who  fhould 
apply  before  a  time  to  be  limited, 
fhould  have  the  equivalent  of  their 
money  in  capital  Pock,  with  an 
addition  of  one  quarter’s  intereft. 
The  value  of  the  ftock  to  be  com¬ 
puted  by  the  average  of  the  lateft 
ten  days  for  transferring  it.  In 
order  to  guard  againft  artificial 
means  that  might  be  employed  for 
lowering  the  price  of  ftock  previous 
to  the  payment,  it  would  be  requi- 
fite  that  an  option  fhould  be  left  to 
the  commiflioners  of  the  Treafury, 
whether  the  ftock  fhould  be  give® 
in  the  3  per  cents,  or  in  the  3  per 
cent,  confols  or  reduced.  It  ought 
alfo  to  be  underftood,  that  it  was 
in  cafe  the  5  per  cent,  ftock  was 
accepted,  that  the  addition  of  one 
quarter’s  intereft  was  to  be  given. 
In  cafe  the  3  per  cents,  fhould  be 
chofen,  as  much  ftock  would  be 
given  as  would  be  merely  equiva¬ 
lent  to  £  100  for  every  £100  lent, 
Thofe  who  did  not  ehufe  to  agree 
to  this  arrangement,  were  at  liberty 
to  claim  their  money,  and  mea- 
fures  would  be  taken  early  in  the 
next  feftion,  for  the  payment  of 
that  money,  with  the  difference  off 
the  intereft,  from  the  10th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  till  the  time  of  payment. 

This  propofal  was  not  quite  fa* 
tisfadtory  to  Mr.  Dent,  who  doubt¬ 
ed  whether  the  loan-holders  would 
avail  themfelves  of  it  5  the  refolu- 

tions 
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ti'ons  were,  however,  voted  with¬ 
out  a  divifion  ;  but  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton,  who  had  not  been  prefent  at 
this  debate,  took  the  opportunity, 
v  when  the  report  of  the  com- 

x  a  t  n  t>  .  •  .  i  « 

mittee  was  brought  up,  to 
re-affert  his  former  opinions,  that 
the  holders  of  flock  in  that  loan 
were  not  intitled  to  payment  be¬ 
fore  April  1805  ;  a  majority  of  the 
houfe  had  fo  determined  on  a  for¬ 
mer  night;  and  relying,  as  he  did, 
upon  the  firft  law  authorities  in  the 
land,  he  was  Hill  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion. 

^  The  Hate  of  the  civil 
I  *  lift  had  been  mentioned  to 
•  parliament  during  the  laft 
feftion  by  the  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  was  now  again 
introduced  to  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  by  Mr.  Pitt.  The  report 
made  by  a  committee  on  this  fub- 
je<ft,  fhewed,  he  fa  id,  that  a  con- 
fiderable  exceeding  had  taken  place 
in  feveral  articles  in  the  year 
1802,  beyond  the  eftimates  of 
1787.  This  exceeding,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  had  taken  place  only  in 
articles  of  three  defcriptions  :  firft-, 
in  the  3d  clafs,  which  comprehend¬ 
ed  the  falaries  and  eftablifhments 
cf  foreign  minifters  ;  next,  in  the 
4th  clafs,  comprehending  the  ex- 
pences  ol  the  houfehold ;  and 
laftly,  in  that  clafs  of  expenditure, 
ranked  under  the  head  of  occalional 
payments.  Many  of  the  items  of 
increafe  under  this  head,  arofefrom 
the  additional  expences  of  foreign 
fervice,  from  objects  of  internal 
police,  from  the.  augmented  ex¬ 
pences  of  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
from  fecret  foreign  fer vices,  and 
the  additional  expence  in  meflen- 
gers,  in  confequence  of  the  renewal 
ol  hoflili ties-  When  parliament  had 
difcharged  thefe  arrears  in  1 802, 
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an  opinion  had  been  clearly  ex- 
prefled  that  a  further  provifion 
ought  to  be  made  ;  it  had  not  been 
done;  two  years  and  a  half  had 
ftnce  elapfed,  and  the  debt  which 
he  had  then  to  propofe  to  make 
a  provifion  for,  amounted  to 
£5go>ooo.  With  refpedt  to  the 
future  Hate  of  the  civil  lift:,  all  the 
committees  that  had  reported  on 
the  fubjedi,  had  agreed,  that  there 
were  many  changes  that  ought  to 
be  transferred  to  the  eftimates 
annually  voted  by  the  houfe,  moll 
of  them  new  in  their  nature,  or 
carried  to  an  extent  not  forefeen 
in  the  former  eftimates.  Many  of 
thofe  arofe  from  the  war,  from  the 
internal  circumftances  and  fttuation 
of  the  country,  from  increafed  law 
expences,  from  the  additional  ex¬ 
pence  of  ftationary  for  Parliament, 
from  the  arrangement  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  both  houfes,  and 
from  the  multiplication  of  private 
bills,  none  of  which  ought  properly 
to  be  charged  on  the  civil  lift. 
Thefe  charges  came  all  under  the 
head  of  occalional  payments,  but 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  propofe 
to  transfer  them  all  to  be  annually 
voted,  but  fuch  a  proportion  of 
them  as  would  amount  to  the  fum 
£1 35)000,  on  the  fcale  on 
which  they  were  eftirnated  for  the 
prefent  year,  and  which  would  be 
fubjedl  to  fome  diminution  on  the 
return  ot  peace.  For  reafons  which 
he  afiigned,  he  did  not  think  it  pro¬ 
per  to  relieve  the  civil  lift  from  this 
payment  at  prefent,  he  mentioned 
it  only  by  way  of  explanation,  of 
what  he  meant  u?  fubrnit  ;o  the 
houfe  on  a  future  day.  The  other 
propofal  that  he  had  to  make  was 

addition 
The  expences 
revenue,  under 
certain 


a  grant  of  a  pofitive 
to  the  civil  lift, 
chargeable  on  this 

Vol.  XLVI.  or  Vol.  IV.  New  Series, 
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certain  heads,  which  he  enumerat¬ 
ed,  amounted  in  1802  to£-2  1 8,ooo, 
and  he  was  convinced,  that  a  posi¬ 
tive  addition  of  £  60,000  to  meet 
the  increafe  in  the  different  articles, 
would  appear  moderate,  efpecially 
when  it  was  conftdered  that  thefe 
were  articles  that  moll  intimately 
contributed  to  the  comforts  of 
every  branch  of -the  royal  family. 
After  Several  other  intexefting  ex¬ 
planations,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved  that 
the  efiimated  charges  on  the  civil 
lift... amounted  to  £  975,000;  the 
revenue  of  the  civil  lift,  did  not 
quite  amount  to  £900,000:  it 
appeared,  however,  that  certain- 
fees  which  had  been  added  to  the 
civil  lift,  raifed  it  to  £"921,000; 
which  left  a  deficit  of  £  64,000. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
therefore  propofed  to  vote  a  poll _ 
five  addition  of  £”60,000  to  the 
civil  lift,  and  t rafted  that  the 
grounds  he  had  ftated  would  be  fo 
fatisfadory  to  the  committee,  that 
they  would  feel  no  repugnance  to 
adopt  his  propofiticn.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving,  that  the  fum 
of  £'501,842  3s.  lodf.  be  granted 
to  his  majefty,  for  defraying  the 
arrears  of  the  civil  lift. 

In  the  difcullion  which  enfued, 
feveral  very  fatisfadory  explana¬ 
tions  were  given  refpeding  the 
amount,  and  application  of  the 
civil  lift,  Mr.  Addington  faid, 
that  on  comparing  the  furas  grant¬ 
ed  in  aid  of  the  civil  lift,  with  the 
produce  of  the  hereditary  revenue 
given  up  by  the  king,  if  there 
could  be  a  matter  of  account  be¬ 
tween  the  foveraign  and  his  people, 
she  people  were  gainers.  The 
application  now  made  was  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  more  than  the  generoftty  of 
Parliament,  and  he  was  fure  the 


ho ufe  would  have  no  difficulty  iff 
acceding  to  it. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  made  a  long 
fpeech  in  his  ufual  manner,  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  national  debt,  the 
taxes,  and  the  general  fyftem  of 
expenditure  ;  but  the  houfe  agreed 
to  the  propofed  refolutions  without 
a  divifton. 

On  the  general  fubjed  of  ^  ^  ^ 
finance,  a  firing  of  refolu-  T  r 
lions,  too  long  for  infertion  ]  ' 
in  this  place,  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Johnftone,  who  profeffed  to  have 
taken  up  the  fame  ground  as  Mr. 
Tierney  had  formerly  done. 

Two  days  afterward,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro¬ 
duced  a  longer,  more  detailed,  and* 
in  its  refult,  more  fatisfadory  fet 
of  refolutions  j  for  while  Mr. 
Johnftone  attempted  to  prove  that 
the  difference  between  the  receipt 
and  the  expenditure  left  an  annua.! 
deficiency  of  £'1,771,585,  Mr. 
Pitt  convinced  the  houfe,  that  the 
deficiency,  on  the  moft  extravagant 
calculation,  did  not  amount  to 
£ 200,000 ,  and  gave  good  rea- 
fons  for  believing  that  there  would 
in  fad  be  a  furplus.  Mr.  John- 
Hone's  refolutions  were  all  nega- 


1 6tha 


lived,  and  thofe  of  Mr.  Pitt 
adopted  by  the  houfe. 

In  confequence  of  one  of  the 
reports  from  the  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  abufes 
in  the  navy*  *  a  bill  had  been 
brought  into  Parliament  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  bufinefs  of 
Prize  Agents.  This  bill,  although 
confiderably  patronized  by  Mr. 
Addington’s  adminiftration,  was 
much  dill  iked  by  that  of 
his  fueceffor.  On  the  mo¬ 
tion  lor  a  fecond  reading, 

Mr.  Pitt  made  fevers!  objedions- 


*  See  Aan.u»l  Remitter,  1S03.  p.  172. 
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to  its  regulations,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Ward,  who  held  fame  office  under 
Mr.  Pitt,  Paid,  Mr.  Addington 
would  find  himfelf  miftaken  in 
fuppofing  that  no  member  could 
olyjed  to  the  principle  ot  this  bill. 
For  his  own  part  he  thought  it 
very  objectionable.  It  propfoed 
to  introduce  a  new  code  quite 
different  from  that  which  had  ex¬ 
ited  fmce  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  to  ered  a  new  office 
tinder  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  with  falaries  of 
£6,000  a  year.  Every  man  in 
the  navy,  below  the  rank  ot 
Captain,  was  alfo  to  be  deprived 
of  the  right  of  nominating  his  own 
agent;  and  that  controul  over  the 
proceeds  of  prize  money  while  an 
appeal  was  pending,  which  feamen 
now  had  in  confequence  of  a  late 
aCt,  was  to  be  done  away.  On 
further  examination,  however,  the 
Hieafure  was  found  not  to  be  fuffi- 
^  ciently  matured  for  prefent 
‘  1  *  enaCtment,  and  the  friends 
of  the  bill  put  a  period  to  its  ex- 
iftence,  by  the  ufual  motion  for  a 
reading  that  day  three  months. 

In  confequence  of  the  complaints 
made  in  the  early  part  of  the  fef- 
fion  of  the  deficiency  of  filver  coin¬ 
age  both  in  England  and  Ireland, 
the  Bank  in  each  country  iffued 
filver  tokens  for  the  immediate 
purpofes  of  circulation.  Thofe  of 
England  were  Spanifh  dollars, 
ft  ruck  by  a  machine,  made  by 
Mr.  Bolton  of  Birmingham,  fo  as 
completely  to  extinguifh  the  fove- 
reign  and  arms  of  Spain,  and  to 
fubftit  ute  a  handfome  likenefs  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  on 
the  reverfe  a  figure  of  Britannia, 
with  appropriate  embellifhments. 
1  hefe  were  to  pafs  for  five  (hil¬ 
lings  each  ;  thofe  of  the  Bank  of 
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Ireland  wh’ch  paffed  for  five  (hil¬ 
lings  were  confiderably  fmaller, 
and  there  were  half  crowns  and 
tenpenny  pieces  of  proportionate 
magnitude.  But  as  thefe  tokens 
might  eafily  be  counterfeited  in 
either  country,  and  the  offenders 
could  not  be  reached  by  the  laws 
againft  coiners,  it  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  bring  in  a  bill  declaring 
the  offence  of  counterfeiting  thefe 
tokens  to  be  felony,  punifhable  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  other  felonies* 

This  bill  met  with  con-  _  , 

fiderable  oppofition.  Mr. 

Prinfep  ohjeded  to  its  in-  June’ 
trodudion,  on  the  ground  that  no 
coin  fhould  be  allowed  to  be  in 
circulation  but  what  had  been 
coined  at  his  ma  jelly’s  mint,  ^ 
In  a  fubfequent  ft  age  of  the  T  . 
bill,  Mr.  Francis,  Lord 
Folkftone,  and  Mr.  Windham 
made  fimilar  objedions,  and  cen- 
fured,  as  a  grofs  fraud  and  an  in** 
fult  to  the  royal  prerogative,  the 
ftamping  of  the  king’s  head  on  the 
tokens  of  the  bank. .  In  the  v  , 
Upper  Houfe,  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  treated  the  matter  in  fimilar 
terms,  and  was  indignant  at  the 
fcheme  by  which  a  profit  of  ten 
per  cent  was  to  be  given  to  the 
bank  by  making  Parliament  func¬ 
tion  and  enforce  the  circulation  of  a 
coinage  for  five  (hillings,  which 
was  worth  only  four  (hillings  and 
fix-pence,  or  perhaps  lefs.  The 
bill  paffed  without  a  divifion. 

Some  porrion  of  the  attention  of 
Parliament  was  belt  owed  cn  the 
ft  ate  of  the  cieigy,  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  which  two  meafures 
were  adopted,  and  one  ad  paffed 
for  their  regulation.  By  a  vote  of 
the  Houfe  oi  Commons  a  furn  not 
exceeding  £'8ooo  was  iffued  to 
form  a  fund,  ior  compeufation  to 
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thole  falaried  curates  who  had  been  * 
deprived  of  their  fubfiftence  by  the 
act  of  the  lad  fefiion,  for  enforcing 
^  ^  ..  refidence.  An  aft  paffed 
*  for  the  obfervance  of  the 
eccleftaftical  regulation  fated  in 
the  rubrick,  but  not  eftahlifhed  by 
any  legislative  pravifion,  that 
none  fhould  receive  deacons’  orders 
until  he  fhould  have  attained  his 
twenty-third  year*  nor  priefts’ 
orders,  until  he  fhould  have  at¬ 
tained  his  twenty-fourth  year 
Complete,  and  declaring  all  ordi¬ 
nations  contrary  to  this  ftatute 
merely  void,  and  all  benefices  held 
in  confeqnence  of  fuch  ordinations 
in  future  to  be  vacant. 

A  bill  brought  in  for  making 
further  provifion  for  the  clergy 
within  the  city  of  London,  occa¬ 
sioned  in  the  upper  houfe  fome 
,  animated  debates.  On  the 
jA  ''  motion  for  a  third  reading, 
-'?•  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
allowing  the  objeft  of  the  bill  to 
be  defirable,  objefted  to  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  propofed  to  effeft 
that  objeft,  as  wholly  inconfiftent 
with  the  principles  upon  which 
that  houfe  had  hitherto  legi fTa ted 
in  whatever  affected  the  rights  of 
private  property.  He  would  call 
upon  their  lordfhips  to  fay  whether 
they  could,  in  honour  and  con_ 
fcience,  pafs  the  bill,  except  the 
previous  con  fen  t  of  every  perfon 
upon  whom  it  would  operate  as 
a  tax  had  been  obtained.  The 
clergy  of  London,  from  the  time 
of  the  reformation  to  the  reign  of 


Charles  II,  was  maintained  by  a 
certain  poundage  upon  the  rental 
of  houfes.  After  the  great  fire, 
by  a  ftatute  of  Charles  II,  that 
poundage  was  commuted  for  a  fum 
certain,  and,  at  that  proportion, 
it  had  continued  until  that  mo¬ 


ment.  He  would  freely  admit, 
that  falary  was  by  no  means  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  proper  maintenance 
of  the  clergy,  and,  much  as  he 
was  inclined  to  concur  in  any 
meafure  that  fhould  enable  them  to 
fupport  their  due  rank,  yet  he 
could  not  bring  himfelf  to  confent 
to  this  bilk  He  moved  therefore 
that  the  third  reading  fhould  be 
poftponed  until  that  day  three 
months. 

The  Bifhop  of  London,  after  a 
juft  eulogy  on  the  worth  and 
merits  of  the  clergy  in  his  city, 
maintained,  that  their  incomes 
were  not  fufHcient  to  fupport  them 
with  that  decency  that  became 
their  fituation  :  there  were  fifty 
livings,  the  higheft  of  which  was 
£ 200  ;  others  were  of  /T50,  and 
many  only  of  £100  per  annum. 
An  aft  had  paffed  to  enforce  the 
refidence  of  the  clergy.  Many  of 
the  London  clergy  had  no  houfe 
on  their  livings  :  others  had  houfes 
not  habitable,  fit  only  for  green 
grocers  and  coblers.  It  was  his 
duty  to  enforce  refidence  within 
the  city.  From  the  population 
and  the  value  of  houfes,  a  clergy¬ 
man  could  not  get  a  houfe  for  lefs 
than  £  180  or  £  150  per  annum. 
How  was  this  to  be  done  with 
their  incomes  f  It  was  all  that 
moft  of  them  had.  He  could  not 
enforce  refidence.  It  would  be 
ruin  to  the  clergy  of  London,  while 
their  incomes  remained  as  at  pre- 
fent. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  not 
willing  that  the  Bill  fhould  be 
read  a  third  time  now,  nor  \  oft- 
poned  for  three  months.  He  would 
propofe,  that  it  be  deferred  a  few 
days  only,  that  he  might  fatisfy 
his  mind,  if  poftible,  that  the  oh- 
jeft  of  the  bill,  and  the  rights  of 
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private  property,  were  reconcile- 
able  in  the  mode  taken  by  the  bill. 
He  hid  traced  the  hiftory  of  the 
revenues  of  the  London  clergy. 
They  were,  at  firft,  in  the  ihape 
of  offerings  on  faint’s  days ;  and 
were,  on  the  average,  about  two 
(hillings  and  nine-pence  in  the 
pound,  on  rateable  houfes.  That 
was  commuted  for  the  prefent  fixed 
income.  In  following  this  hiftory, 
he  had  found  that  the  legislature 
had  dealt  by  the  clergy  of  London 
on  principles  peculiar  to  that  part 
of  its  legiflation.  One  claufe  in 
the  bill,  however,  he  was  furprifed 
at.  How  it  could  gain  admiffion 
he  could  not  conceive.  It  was  that 
which  exempts  the  additional  re¬ 
venue  of  the  London  clergy  from 
all  parochial  and  parliamentary 
taxes.  He  never  knew  fo  abfurd 
a  propofition  fubmitted  to  parlia¬ 
ment. 

■  ,  On  the  day  fixed  by 
'  adjournment,  the  Biftiop 
of  St.  Afaph,  in  a  warm  and  elo¬ 
quent  fpeech,  of  great  length,  en¬ 
tered  into  all  the  details  and  ob- 
fervations  which  the  fubjedt  re¬ 
quired.  He  began  by  obferving 
that  the  bill  was  for  the  relief  of 
certain  incumbents  ;  thefe  certain 
incumbents,  to  whofe  relief  this 
bill  applied,  was  a  great  majority 
of  the  beneficed  clergy  of  the  city 
of  London.  It  had  been  aliened, 
that  the  incumbents  to  be  relieved 
by  this  bill,  were  a  minority  only 
of  the  London  clergy.  It  had  been 
fard,  that  the  pari  flies,  to  which 
what  is  called  the  Fire  Adi  applies, 
and  to  which  of  confequence,  this 
adl  which  was  an  amendment  of 
the  fire  adl,  would  apply,  were 
in  number  only  48  ;  while  the 
par  ifhes  within  the  city,  not  a  fre  di¬ 
ed  by  the  fire  adl,  nor  by  this  bill. 


were  51.  This  was  a  mod  out¬ 
rageous  falfehood.  The  paridies 
which  fell  under  the  fire  adl,  and 
under  this  bill,  were  not  fewer  than 
86;  though  the  livings  were  no 
more  than  3  1  ;  for  after  the  Fire  of 
London,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
rebuild  only  51  of  the  86  churches 
deftroyed  by  that  calamity,  and 
by  uniting,  to  reduce  69  of  the 
benefices  to  34.  And  thus  the  86 
paridies  made  only  51  livings. 
Still  they  were  86  paridies.  But 
the  paridies  which  efcaped  the  fire 
and  were  not  affedled  by  the  fire 
adl,  were  19  and  no  more.  The 
incumbents,  therefore,  for  witofe 
relief  this  bill  was  introduced, 
were  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
London  clergy.  My  Lords,  he 
proceeded,  your  lordflitps  have 
heard  much,  I  believe,  of  the 
opulence  of  thofe  nineteen  livings, 
in  which  the  rights  of  the  clergy 
were  not  curtailed  by  the 'fire  adt. 
Your  lordfhips  have , heard,  that 
the  revenues  of  thofe  nineteen 
livings  are  immenfe,  enormous, 
far  beyond  the  proportion  of  the 
wants  of  any  private  clergyman, 
too  much  for  clergymen  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  enjoy-'!  My  Lords,  this 
is  another  falfehood.  One  of  thofe 
livings  is  fa  id  to  produce  £']oo 
per  annum,  another  £'Soo.  I 
fpeak  of  reputed  values,  which  are 
generally  bevond  the  truth.  But 
tiie  average  of  the  nineteen  is  no 
more  than  £ 290  per  aonnm.  The 
learned  prelate  then  entered  into 
an  inveftigation  of  the  means  by 
which  the  maintenance  of  t  he  clergy 
in  general  was  add  red.  It  was 
derived  principally  from  two 
sources:  tv  thes  and  oblations.  Of 

7  J 

rythes  predial  or  mixed,  London, 
like  every  other  city,  was  utterly 
unprodydlive.  Of  perfonal  tythes 
[/>3]  they 
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they  might  hear  much  indeed  in 
the  old  canonifts,  and  fotnething 
in  the  llatute  book,  but  the  claim 
nhver  was  generally  enforced  ;  and 
no  where  lefs  than  in  the  city  of 
London.  The  oblations  therefore 
had  been,  in  all  times,  the  princi¬ 
pal  maintenance  of  the  London 
clergy.  It  was  true  yhere  were  adds 
of  parliament  purporting  to  be  for 
regulating  the  payment  of  tythes 
in  London.  But  the  word  was  in¬ 
accurately  uft  d,  as  a  general  name 
for  the  legal  dues  of  the  clergy,  of 
whatever  defcription  ;  or. tythes,  if 
any  there  were,  were  meant  to  be 
included  under  the  general  provi- 
lions  or  thofe  a£ts.  His  lordfhip 
then  traced  with  great  prccifion, 
the  rife,  progrefs  and  quantum  of 
the  oblations  in  the  city  of  London, 
from  the  times  of  Roger  Niger, 
who  was  bifhop  early  in  the  thir¬ 
teenth  century,  down  to  the  pre- 
fent,  and  in  like  manner  noticed 
what  had  been  done  by  Parliament 
on  the  fame  fubjedl,  particularly 
alter  the  great  lire,  when  the  Stat. 
32  Char.  li.  commonly  called,  the 
Fire  AH  was  framed.  *  The  provi- 
fion  made  for  the  clergy,  he  ob- 
ferved,  might  be  adequate  at  that 
time,  but  the  mifehief  con  filled  in 
making  the  annual  income  certain  ; 
fur  certain  annual  income  is  unim- 
proveable  income.  If  the  income 
was  only  a  competence  then,  it 
evidently  mull  be  downright  beg- 
'  gary  now.  And  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion,  and  at  the  fame  pace,  at 
which  their  parilhi oners  had  been 
growing  rich,  the  clergy,  with 
this  unimproveable  income,  had 
bt'n  growing  poor.  If  the  clergy¬ 
man,  by  his'  income,  was  upon  a 
level  with  the  merchant  at  the 
time  of  the  relloration,  he  was 
now 3  with  the  fame  income,  hard¬ 


ly  upon  a  level  with  the  junior 
clerk  in  the  merchant’s  counting 
houfe.  If  he  was  to  be  railed  to 
his  true  level,  his  income  mufc  be 
enlarged.  To  prove  that  the  ad. 
dition  now  propofed  was  rather  to 
be  cenfured  for  its  fcantinefs  than 
reprobated  lor  its  extravagance, 
he  faid,  it  had  been  obferved  by  a 
right  reverend  prelate  the  other 
day,  that  of  the  5T  livings  which 
are  the  objeH  of  the  lire  act,  fix 
only  amounted  to  £  200  per  annum. 
Thefe  fix  will  be  raifed  by  the 
prefent  bill  to  £333  6s.  8d. 

Another  indeed  would  be  advanced 
totheamazing  fum  of  £^3 66  13s. 
qd  !  This  was  the  great  prize, 
which  turns  up  from  a  late  union  of 
two  parifhes,  which  by  the  old  a  <51, 
produced  by  their  feparate  incomes 
put  together,  £'220.  But  of  the 
51  livings,  the  far  greater  part 
would  hull  be  under  £300  per 
annum  for  the  maintenance  of  an 
incumbent  of  a  London  living  in 
the  prefent  times.  Having  treat¬ 
ed  this  fubjeH  with  great  force, 
and  animadverred  on  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  could  be  produced 
againh  the  bill  in  any  of  its  parts, 
the  reverend  prelate  noticed  the 
argument  drawn  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  from  the  want  of  the 
alien  t  ot  every  individual  to  be 
affeHed  by  the  meafure  in  ihefe 
terms.  {(  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
fay,  that  upon  a  meafure  6f  the 
greateh  public  importance,  if  an 
individual  has  an  apprehenfion  of 
injury  in  his  private  property,  he 
has  not  a  right  to  petition  your 
lordfhips.  That  it  is  not  your 
lordPnips  duty,  if  he  fers  forth  his 
cafe,  to  hear  him  at  the  bar  upon 
his  petition,  and  to  take,  mealures 
.to  prevent  injury  to  private  pro- 
peity,  if  injury  is  likely  to  arife. 

For 
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For  although  the  interefts  of  indi¬ 
viduals  may  be,  without  injustice, 
in  fome  degree  deteriorated  for  the 
fake  of  a  public  end,  which  cannot 
otherwife  be  attained  ;  yet  injury 
is  not  to  be  done  to  private  rights, 
even  for  the  fake  of  public  good, 
unlefs  the  confideration  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  good  involve  confideratians  of 
juftice,  which  may  juftify  what 
otherwife  might  be  unjuft.  But, 
my  lords,  in  the  cafe  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  bill,  has  any  individual  dis¬ 
covered  any  apprehenfion  of  detri¬ 
ment  to  his  property  ?  Have  we 
had  any  petitions  againft  the  mea- 
fure  ?  My  lords,  this  thing  has 
not  been  donje  in  a  corner.  There 
has  been  no  concealment.  The  in- 
trodudlion  of  the  bill  into  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  a  matter  of  the  great  eft 
public  notoriety.  The  draft  of 
the  bill  was  communicated  to  the 
court  of  common  council.  The 
court  referred  it  to  the  confider¬ 
ation  of  a  committee,  and'  that 
committee  to  a  fub-committee ; 
which,  I  am  told,  is  the  ufual 
way,  in  which  fuch  bufinefs  is  con¬ 
duced  in  the  city.  The  principal 
committee  report  to  the  court  of 
common  council,  that  the  fub- 
committee  had  reported  to  them, 

6  that  having  taken  the  faid  bill  into 
their  confideration,  and  having  held 
feveral  conferences  with  the  com¬ 
mittee  ol  clergymen  thereon  (who 
agreed  to  fome  alterations  upon 
their  fuggeftion)  they,  alter  duly 
conlidering  every  circumftance  in 
favour  of  the  faid  incumbents,  as 
alfo  ot  their  refpchtive  pariftiioners, 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  bill 
as  it  now  ftands,  will  not  be  an 
unreafonable  charge  on  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  city  ;  and,  therefore, 
may  with  propriety,  be  acceded  to 
by  the  corporation!'  And  we 
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(viz.  the  principal  committee, 
agreeing  in  opinion  with  the  faid 
fub-committee,  humbly  fubrnit  ths 
fame,  &c.  But  my  lords,  this  is 
not  all.  A  public  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London 
was  called,  not  by  any  authority, 
but  by  thofe  who,  delighting  in 
public  meetings,  volunteered  their 
fer  vices.  One  meeting  at  leaft 
was  held,  and  came  to  fome  wife 
refolutions,  in  reference  to  this  ap¬ 
plication  ofthe  clergy  to  parliament; 
which,  by  order  of  the  meeting, 
were  to  be  communicated  to  the 
lord  mayor,  the  aldermen,  deputies, 
and  common  council  of  the  feveral 
wards,  and  the  churchwardens  of 
the  feveral  parifhes,  to  be  by  them 
communicated  to  the  inhabitants 
at  large  ;  with  the  very  evident, 
though  not  avowed,  defign  of  ex¬ 
citing  an  oppofition  to  this  bill. 
But,  my  lords,  what  did  ail  this 
advertifing  and  meeting,  and  re- 
folving,  and  communicating  pro¬ 
duce  ?  Nothing  at  all,  my  lords. 
It  certainly  tended  to  turn  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  city  to  the  bill.  But  no 
petition  was  produced  ;  not  a 
mouth  was  opened,  till  in  the  very 
laft  ftage  of  the  bill,  and  when  the 
prefent  feftion  of  parliament  was 
fuppofed  to  be  within  a  few  days, 
or  rather  a  few  hours  of  its 
clofe,  a  paper  was  prefented  pur¬ 
porting  to  be  a  petition  of  the  city 
of  London  againft  this  bill.  My 
lords,  if  a  petition  againft  any 
private  bill  had  come,  in  fuch  a 
ftage  of  the  bill,  and  at  fuch  a 
period  of  the  feftion,  before  a  com¬ 
mittee  above  ftairs  ;  I  know,  what 
the  impreftlon  would  have  been 
upon  the  mind  of  a  noble  friend  of 
mine,  who  deferves  highly  of  the 
country  for  the  vigilance  with 
[^4]  which 
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which  he  watches  the  iniquity  of 
private  bills ;  I  know*  what  the 
impreffton  would  have  been  upon 
my  noble  friend’s  mind,  and  upon 
my  own.  The  mode  of  oppofition 
would  have  prepofleffed  us  ftrongly 
in  favour  of  the  bill  fo  oppofed. 
We  Ihould  have  faid,  i  This 
fmells  too  ftrong  of  trick/  A  pe¬ 
tition  againft  a  bill  that  has  been 
the  whole  feffion  pending!  In  this 
ftage  of  the  bill !  and  in  thefe  ex¬ 
piring  moments  of  the  feffion  i 
The  opponents  feel  they  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  againft  the  bill,  and 
they  would  kill  it  by  ftratagem. 
I  am  too  little  acquainted  with 
city  politics,  to  pretend  to  guefs 
in  what  way  this  fame  petition 
againft  the  bill  before  your  lord- 
fhips  might  be  procured  ;  after  the 
bill  had  received  itsfecond  reading, 
after  the  report  of  th'e  committee 
above  fairs  upon  the  bill,  when  it 
was  before  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  previous  to  its  third 
reading.  When  firft  I  heard  of 
this  famous  petition,  I  thought  it 
might  be  a  ftep  taken  only  for  the 
good  of  the  Common  Serjeant, 
that  this  bill  might  not  be  carried 
through  without  his  deriving  fome 
emolument.  I  mean  no  difrefpeft 
to  that  learned  gentleman ;  far 
from  it.  When  he  appeared  at 
your  lordlhip’s  bar,  he  felt,  I 
fuppofe  that  he  had  little  to  fay  in 
fupport  of  the  petition,  and  he  had 
the  good  fenfe  to  fay  very  little. ” 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ftill  re¬ 
tained  fome  doubts ;  but  the  Earl 
of  Eofslyn,  and  the  Bifnop  of 
London  ftrenuoufly  fupporting  the 
opinion  of  the  Bifnop  of  St.  Afaph, 
the  bill  palled  without  a  divifton, 
although  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  ftill  objected 
to  it  on  the  ground  of  precedent. 

1  -  i  •  v'  ’  .  '  1  .  !  .  — «* 


Some  regulations  concerning 
commerce  alfo  engaged  a  conftderr 
able  fhare  of  the  attention  of  par¬ 
liament.  Mr.  Addington,  , 
while  he  was  Chancellor  of  A  J.. 
theExchequer,  had  obtained  ^rl  * 
the  appointment  of  a  feleft  com¬ 
mittee,  to  inquire  into  certain  pe¬ 
titions  fo  far  as  they  related  to  the 
aft  palled  in  J791,  for  regulating 
the  exportation  and  importation  of 
corn.  It  was  not  his  intention,  he 
f’aid?  to  call  in  queftion  the  policy 
of  thofe  laws,  nor  to  enter  into  any 
difeuffion  how  far  they  were  wife 
and  good  at  the  time  when  they 
were  enafted  ;  but  he  fhould  pro. 
pofe  to  make  it  a  fubjeft  of  in¬ 
quiry  whether  the  principle  of  the 
aft  palfed  in  1791,  for  regulating 
the  import  and  export  of  corn,  had 
been  carried  completely  into  effeft ; 
and  whether  thofe  prices  that  had 
been  then  fixed  upon  as  the  cri¬ 
terion  for  allowing  importation 
and  exportation,  were  adequate  to 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
country  ;  whether  they  were  equal 
to  the  prefent  rate  of  money,  the 
price  of  labour,  and  all  the  necef- 
laries  of  life.  During  the  conllift 
of  parties  previous  to  the  diflfolu- 
tion  of  Mr.  Addington’s  admini- 
ftration  this  matter  was 
further  noticed,  but 


not 


20th 

before  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fion,  the  report  was  taken  into 
conlideration  by  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  and  after  a  de¬ 
bate,  in  which  many  circumftances 
connected  with  the  commercial 
and  agricultural  interefts  of  the 
country  were  ably  and  fairly  dif- 
culfed,  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

A  bill,  formed  on  the  bafts  of 
this  report  was  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  Some  petitions 
were  prefented  againft  it,  and  Earl 

Stanhope 
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Stanhope  {bowed  himfelf  its  deter. 

^  ,  mined  opponent  in  all  its 
Jodi  n  rA  .  r 

y  ,  itages.  On  the  motion  lor 

'  '  '  *  a  fecond  reading,  his  lord- 

fhip  derailed  his  objections  at  con- 

flderable  length,  and  was,  in  fome 

degree  fupported  by  the  Bifhop  of 

St.  Afaph  ;  he  was  atifwered  by 

Lord  Hawkelbury,  and  when  a 

divifion  was  taken  on  his  motion 

for  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  he 

divided  alone,  againfi:2i  peers. 

,  The  oppolition  to  this 
bill  in  the  HGufe  of  Com- 

-  *  mons  proceeded  principally 
from  the  members  for  the  city  of 
London,  who  acled  in  obedience 
to  the  directions  of  their  confti- 
tuents.  Alderman  Combe  endea¬ 
voured  to  procure  the  rejection  of 
the  bill  for  the  prefent  feffion  at 
ieaff  by  moving  its  next  reading 
fhould  be  poftponed  lix  months, 
but  although  this  meafure  failed, 
fome  alterations  were  made,  which 
rendered  it  necelfary  to  return  it 
to  the  Lords. 

k  On  its  return  to  the 
Upper  houfe,  it  was  again 
*^U  ^ '  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of 
Stanhope,  who  detailed  his  general 
views  on  the  fubjTt  by  fubmitting 
to  confideration  three  refolutions. 
They  were,  ill'.  That  public 
granaries  fhould  be  eftablifhed  to 
receive,  in  years  of  plenty,  corn 
and  grain  grown  in  this  country, 
in  order  to  keep  down  the  prices 
in  years  of  fcarcity,  and  effectually 
to  fecure  to  this  nation,  in  all  fea- 
fons,  a  fufncient  fupply,  and  like- 
wife  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
farmers  at  all  times  a  certain 
market  for  their  corn  and  grain, 
and  to  diminifh  fluctuation  in  the 
price  of  the  neceffaries  of  life, 
id.  That  all  impediments,  created 


by  any  law  or  laws,  to  the  free 
warehoufing  of  corn  or  grain, 
ought  to  be  removed,  abolifhed, 
and  repealed ;  and  3d.  That  in 
order  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
corn  and  grain  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  decreafe  the  price  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  at  large,  and 
for  the  increafe  of  our  manufactures 
and  commerce,  farmers  fhould  be 
for  ever  difcharged  from  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  all  direCf  taxes,  parifh  and 
county  rates,  cedes,  dues,  tythes, 
and  parliamentary  impofitions 
whatever ;  fave  only  and  except 
thofe  rates  of  the  nature  of  a 
penalty  which  might  be  raifed  on 
any  hundred  as  fuch.  Thefe  refo¬ 
lutions  were  feverally  fupported  by- 
arguments  applicable  to  each* 
They  drew  down  fome  fevere  ani- 
madverfions  from  feveral  noble 
lords,  and  were  fuperfeded  by  a 
motion  of  adjournment.  The  bill 
pa  fled  the  next  day. 

The  Bate  of  the  cotton  trade 
was  alfo  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  on  the  application  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers,  an  aft  palled  for  fettling 
differences  between  them  and  the 
journeymen.  A  fimilar  attempt 
was  made  in  behalf  of  the  woollen 
manufacturers,  $nd  on  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  journeymen,  the  cafe  of 
the  calicoe  printers  was  referred  to 
a  committee.  Both  thefe  efforts 
failed;  and  in  the  latter  inflance 
the  committee  having  adjourned 
fine  die ,  without  making  any  re¬ 
port,  Mr.  Sheridan  mentioned  the 
matter  to  the  houfe,  as  one  deferv- 
ing  their  vigilant  and  jealous  at¬ 
tention.  'The  province  of  a  com¬ 
mittee,  he  faid,  was  merely  to  lay 
before  the  houfe  a  brief  of  the  cafe, 
and  the  evidence,  with  their  opi¬ 
nion 
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man  annexed,  but  it  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  them  to  aflame  to  be  the 
ultimate  judge. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fe'ffion,  in 
confequence  of  a  petition  from  the 
Sierra- Leone  Company,  a  fum  of 
£'28,000  was  granted  for  the  fup- 
port  of  that  fettlement.  In  a  de¬ 
bate  on  the  fubjeCt,  the  formation 
of  the  colon v  was  viewed  in  two 

j 

lights  ;  as  a  commercial  fpecula- 
tion,  which  it  was  owned,  had 
completely  failed  ;  and  as  a  mean 
to  abolifh  the  Slave  trade,  by  in¬ 
troducing  civilization  into  Africa, 
which  was  by  many  conftdered  as 
its  moil  commendable  purpofe. 

TheLfUve  trade  itfelf  was  alfo 
the  fubject  of  considerable  difcuf- 
fion,  on  various  occafions  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feffion.  Mr. 
Wilberforce  introduced  the 
fnhjefl,  and  began  by  moving  for 
conies  of  correfpondence,  and  for 
certain  accounts.  Having  obta.r 
,  ed  tlrefe,  he  moved  that 
^1C  ^ou^e  diould  refolve  it- 
"  •/*  felf  into  a  committee,  to 
coniider  of  the  propriety  of  intro¬ 
ducing  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of 

vT> 

the  Slave  trade  within  a  time  to 
be  limited.  In  fupport  of  this 
motion,  he  made  a  long  fpeech,  in 
which  he  recapitulated  the  meafures 
already  adopted  by  parliament  on 
the  fubjefl  ;  and  enlarged  on  the 
evils  refulting  to  Africa  from  the 
continuance  of  this  traffic.  So 
pernicious  had  been  our  connexion 
with  the  unfortunate  Africans, 
that  the  general  prog  refs  oi  civi¬ 
lization  had  been  rcverfed,  and, 
contrary  to  former  experience,  the 
interior  of  the  country  had  be¬ 
come  the  moil  refined,  while  thofe 
on  the  coaft,  who  had  had  the 
greatcft  correfpondence  with  us, 


had  become  the  moil  profligate, 
the  moil  ignorant,  and  the  moll 
corrupt.  Not  only,  indeed*  is 
this  the  cafe  *  but  even  where  any 
fparks  of  civilization  had  appear, 
ed,  our  traders  had  taken  care  to 
extinguifh  them.  In  the  interior 
of  Africa,  agriculture  and  feveral 
of  the  arts  are  known.  They  were 
fo  far  civilized  as  to  aflemble  in 
large  towns,  which  was  always  a 
concomitant  of  refinement.  They 
could  work  in  iron,  and  had  feveral 
other  manufactures,  according  to 
the  accounts  of  the  befl  informed 
travellers.  But  on  the  coafl,  there 
were  neither  arts  nor  commerce, 
nor  any  veftige  of  civilization  ; 
bur,  on  the  contrary,  wretched- 
nefs,  ignorance,  and  fuperftition 
of  the  lowed  and  mod  degrading 
kind.  Even  their  fuperftition,  in 
order  to  be  confident  in  our  wick- 
ednefs,  we  attempted  to  encourage, 
and  notwithdanding  our  profeflions 
of  chriftianity,  endeavoured  to 
confirm  and  even  inc-reafe  their 
abfurd  ideas  of  witchcraft,  and 
their  other  prejudices,  which  were 
found  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes 
of  our  avarice.  If  there  were  any 
corruptions  of  chriftianity,  we 
fcrupied  not  to  communicate  them; 
but,  whatever  could  enlighten  or 
improve,  we  carefully  withheld. 
Thefe  evils  were  not  extended  over 
a  fmall  trafl  of  country,  or  they 
might  perhaps  be  lefs  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  ;  but  they  were  extended 
over  a  coaft  of  not  lefs  than  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  thoufand 
miles,  and  to  a  diftance  of  feven 
hundred  miles  up  into  the  interior. 
It  was  impoffible  to  refiefl  on  the 
wretched  date  of  fuch  a  vaft  popu¬ 
lation  without  pity  and  indigna¬ 
tion  ;  and  of  what  bafenefs  might 
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we  not  accufe  ourfelves,  when  it 
was  cOnfidered  that  we  are  in  a 
o-reat  meafure  the  caufe  of  many  of 
their  evils.  After  tome  obterva. 
tions  on  the  mode  of  carrying  the 
(laves  to  the  Weft  Indies  and  the 
treatment  of  them  after  their  arri¬ 
val,  Mr.  Wilberforce  noticed  fome 
of  the  arguments  which,  on  former 
occafions  had  been  ufed  againft 
him.  And  firft,  he  animadverted 
with  great  feverity  on  the  affertion 
made  by  fome  writers,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  by  Mr.  Long,  in  his 
Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  that  the  negro 
was  incapable  of  civilization,  little 
fuperior  to  the  general  race  of 
brutes,  and  that  for  a  negro  wo¬ 
man  an  oran-outang  would  be  no 
diferaceful  hufband.  Mr.  Wilber- 

O 

force  was  willing  to  allow  that 
they  were  very  deficient  indeed  in 
the  arts  of  life,  and  in  many  re- 
fpeCts  infenfible  to  the  finer  feelings 
of  our  nature.  He  would  allow 
that  fome  ad  vocates  engaged  in  the 
fame  caufe,  had  hurt  the  intereds 
of  his  clients,  by  reprefenting  them 
as  fuperior  to  other  men  in  the 
acutenefs  of  their  feelings,  and 
in  the  alevation  of  their  natural 
fentiments.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
could,  by  no  means,  think  they 
were  dejfitute  of  thofe  qualities. 
And  as  to  their  being  mere  brutes, 
the  fame  opinion  had  been  exprefi- 
ed  concerning  the  original  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  continent  of  America 
by  thofe  who  were  anxious  to  rob 
and  butcher  them,  but  fo  long  ago 
as  the  year  1537,  the  pope  by  a 
bull  ordained  that  it  had  pleafed 
him  to  acknowledge  the  Americans 
to  be  true  men.  He  went  through 
the  writings  of  many  of  the 
travellers  in  Africa,  to  fhew  that 
the  Have  trade  was  the  caufe  of  all 
the  miferies  of  that  continent,  for 
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that  wars  were  entered  into  by  the 
natives  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  (laves ;  all  punifhments 
were  commuted  into  (la very,  and. 
many  innocent  perfons  were  con¬ 
demned  for  the  fake  of  the  profit- 
Mr.  Wilberforce  then  examined 
another  argument  of  his  opponents  ; 
that  the  Africans  were  fo  wretch¬ 
ed,  and  fo  poor,  that  their  (it na¬ 
tion  could  not  be  altered  for  the 
worfe.  On  this  head  he  introduced 
the  accuftomed  topics  of  fepa rating 
men  from  their  families,  their  con¬ 
nexions  and  their  native  and,  and 
contended  that  their  condition  at 
home  comprized  many  comforts. 
Another  argument,  the  honourable 
gentleman  (aid,  had  been  derived 
from  Providence,  and  even  from 
feripture  itfelf.  He  could  not  help 
regarding  fuch  an  argument  as  in 
the  higheft  degree  profane  ;  and 
thofe  who  offered  it,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  could  have  little  claim  to 
religion.  As  to  the  injury  to 
accrue  to  the  Wed  Tndia  colonies 
from  the  abolition  of  the  trade, 
he  obferved  that  the  agents  for  the 
idands  had  already  (hewn  them- 
felves  midaken  in  the  predictions 
they  hazarded  when  redriftions 
were  in  quedior.,  and  it  was  not 
too  much  for  Parliament  to  fup- 
pofe  that  they  were  fo  dill,  in 
thofe  they  promulgated  refpeXing 
the  entire  abolition.  He  proceed¬ 
ed  to  argue  at  great  length,  the 
probability  that  the  people  of 
colour  would,  if  properly  treated, 
hot  only  keep  up,  but  increafe 
their  numbers.  But  there  was 
another  condderation  which  could 
not  fail  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  houfe  :  that  was,  that  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  trade  was  a  con- 
ftant  and  alarming  drawback:  to 
the  population  of  the  country. 
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As  far  back  as  the  American  war, 
the  colonial  aflembly  of  Jamaica 
had  reprefented  to  government  the, 
meceffity  of  having  an  additional 
number  of  troops  for  the  prote&ion 
of  the  external  fafety  as  well  as  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  the  illand. 
Under  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  it  was  evident 
that  through  neceftity  frefli  demands 
for  Britifh  troops  muft  be  preferred. 
New  bodies  of  Britifh  fubjefts 
muft  be  fent  out  to  inhofpitable 
climates,  which  had  been  the 
grave  of  fo  many  unfortunate 
Europeans.  Thefe  levies,  too, 
•yvere  to  be  fent  to  protect  and  up¬ 
hold  the  very  injullice  which  had 
been  fo  folemnly  condemned,  and 
to  give  that  fec-urity  which  the 
importation  of  frefh  fhip  loads  of 
Haves  had  rendered  precarious. 
In  this  part  of  his  argument,  Mr. 
Wilberforce  adverted  to  the  fate 
of  St.  Domingo,  which  was  almoft 
in  fight  of  Jamaica,  and  Gauda- 
loupe,  which  was  in  the  centre  of 
our  Leeward  iflands.  It  had  been 
contended,  that  the  agitation  of 
the  queftion,  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  was  ticklifh,  and  might, 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  be  productive 
of  very  ferious  confequences.  It 
was  a  proper  anfwer  to  this  ob¬ 
jection  to  hate,  that  whatever 
danger  might  be  fuppofcd  to  exift, 
arofe,  not  from  the  queftion  of 
abolition,  but  of  emancipation. 
After  the  queftion  of  abolition  was 
difpoied  of,  any  fubfequent  mea- 
fures  muft  be  left  to  the  colonial 
affemblies  themfelves,  and  with 
them  it  would  reft  how  far  the 
condition  of  the  negroes  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  greater  improvement. 

Several  members  oppofed  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and 
fupported  one  for  the  order  of 


the  day,  which  was  made  upon  it ; 
among  thefe  were  Mr.  Fuller, 
General  Tarlefon,  Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Devaynes,  and  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton.  In  fupport  of  the  original 
motion  a  great  many  members 
were  heard,  and  in  the  number, 
both  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  they 
prevailed  on  a  divifton,  the  num¬ 
bers  being  124  to  49,  giving  a 
majority  of  75. 

In  confequence  of  this  vote,  a 
bill  was  brought  into  Parliament 
for  abolilhing  the  Slave  Trade. 
Some  petitions  were  prefented 
againft  it,  and  fome  debates  arofe 
during  its  progrefs ;  an  ineffectual 
attempt  was  made  to  refer  to  a 
committee  the  confideration  of  a 
compenfation  to  be  made  to  thofe 
who  fhould  be  fufferers  by  the 
abolition ;  counfel  were  heard  at 
the  bar  in  fupport  of  the  petitions, 
but  all  efforts  againft  the  meafure 
wrere  unavailing  ;  and  on  a  motion 
for  a  third  reading,  the  2%th 
affirmative  was  carried  by  T 
a  majority  or  36  ;  ayes  69,  J 
noes  33.  The  lateft  period  at 
which  fhips  were  to  be  allowed  to 
clear  out  from  an  Englifh  port  for 
this  traffic  was  to  be  the  ift  of 
October,  1 804, 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ^ 


July. 


the  Duke  of  Clarence  pre. 
fented  petitions  from  two 
quarters  againft  the  bill ;  , 

and  on  the  motion  for  a  ^ 
fecond  reading  Lord  Hawkefbury, 
on  the  ground  that  the  late  period 
of  the  feffion  would  prevent  the 
attainment  of  complete  juftice, 
moved  to  poftpone  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  till  that  day  three  months  ;  a 
motion  which  was  fecanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  and  carried  with¬ 
out  a  divifton,  although  oppofed 
by  Lord  Grenville,  the  Bifhop  of 

St, 
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St.  Afaph,  and  Tome  other  peers. 
In  fupporting  this  motion,  the 
Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  as  a  peer 
of  the  realm,  took  pride  in  the 
eonfideration  that  the  people  at 
large,  the  merchants  interefted  in 
the  Have  trade,  and  the  colonifts, 
would  fee  that,  though  not  re- 
prefented  in  that  houfe,  yet 
their  interefU  were  as  much  at¬ 
tended  to  as  if  they  were. 

Some  matters  which  related  to 
the  concerns  and  conduH  of  indivi¬ 
duals  rather  than  the  general  in- 
terefts  of  the  Hate,  alfo  occupied  a 
portion  of  the  attention  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Among  the  mod  confpi- 
cuous  of  thefe  were  petitions  which 
were  prefented  to  both  houles,  im¬ 
puting  to  Luke  Fox,  Efquire,  one 
of  the  Judges  of  His  Majefty’a 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Ireland, 

ill  gro^s  niifconduH  in  the 

r  exercife  of  his  high  office, 

*  The  Marquis  of  Abercorn 

introduced  the  fir  it  petition  to  the 

n  Houfe  of  Loids-  and  Sir 

I  it  ■% 

j  James  Stewart,  prefented 

June.  Houfe  of  Com¬ 

mons.  It  purported  to  proceed 
from  John  Hart,  of  Ballymagard, 
in  the  liberties  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  who  was  deferibed  as  a 
very  refpeftabte  magiftrate  in  that 
part  of  Ireland.  It  Hated  that  the 
petitioner  attended  the  late  Hum¬ 
mer  affixes  at  Donegal,  as  one  of 
the  grand  jury,  when  Mr.  Juftice 
Fox  prefided  in  the  Crown  court, 
and  a  perfon,  named  Anderfon 
Dobfon,  was  put  on  his  trial,  for 
a  raifdemeanor,  in  having  procur¬ 
ed  a  magiftrate  to  fign  an  affidavit, 
without  having  actually  admi- 
niftered  the  oath  to  the  perfon 
Hated  to  have  made  it.  That  the 
petitioner  was  called  upon,  by 
Anderfon  Dobfon,  to  bear  tefti* 


mony  to  his  being  a  man  of  a  fair 
and  honeft  character,  which  tefti- 
mony  he  gave  ;  and  the  evidence 
being  clofed,  Mr.  JuHice  Fox,  in 
charging  the  jury,  fa  id,  “  But, 
((  who,  gentlemen,  will  give  a 
“  character  of  this  Mr.  Hart,  de- 
fS  graded  and  difgraced  as  he  is 
((  by  this  tranfadtion,  which  will 
u  entail  eternal  infamy  and  dif- 
(i  grace  on  his  pofterity  ?”  though 
the  petitioner  had  not,  in  any  man¬ 
ner,  been  concerned  in  the  tranf- 
aHion  which  caufed  the  trial ;  nor 
was  any  evidence  then,  or  at  any 
time,  given  to  warrant  even  a 
fufpicion  he  could  be  guilty  of 
fuch  an  offence.  The  petitioner 
then  proceeded  to  ftate  that  the 
jury  not  agreeing  in  their  verdiH, 
the  judge  fent  for  them  twice  into 
court,  and  the  fecond  time  inform¬ 
ed  them,  that  unlefs  they  could 
agree  in  ten  minutes,  he  ffiould 
adjourn  the  court  till  fix  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  next  day 
but  one,  being  Monday,  and  that 
at  near  eight  o’clock  in  the  even-, 
ing,  he  did  io  adjourn,  and  went 
to  dinner  with  the  grand  jury; 
but,  'before  lie  got  to  the  head  of 
the  dinner  room,  and  dinner  not 
having  been  ferved,  he  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  fub-fheriff,  who 
informed  him,  that  the  jury  had 
agreed  ;  to  which  Mr.  JuHice  Fox 
replied,  they  may  cool  their 
‘c  confidences  till  fix  o’clock  on 
tf  Monday  morning and  the 
jury,  being  under  the  neceffity  of 
remaining  inclofed  till  the  Monday 
following,  and  having  aeain  .re¬ 
turned  to  their  former  opinions  in 
confequence  of  their  confinement, 
they  were  on  that  day  conveyed 
to  the  verge  cl  the  county,  and 
difeharged  by  the  fa  id  judge. 
The  petitioner  then  Hated  fome 

acts 
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a'fts  of  the  judge,  with  refpetft  to 
himfelf,  ter  di  g  to  (hew  that,  at 
his  inftance  and  procurement,  he 
had  been  illegally  detained  a 
prifoner,  put  to  the  bar  like  a 
felon,  difmiffed  upon  bail,  and 
srrefted  on  an  unfounded  charge  ; 
the  judge  all  the  while  abiding 
and  threatening  him,  and  particu¬ 
larly  declaring  in  public,  that  he 
would  return  next  circuit  for  the 
purpofe  of  trying  the  petitioner 
himfelf,  and  defired  that  his  lodg¬ 
ings  fhould  be  kept  for  him,  lor 
that  purpofe.  But  at  the  Spring 
circuit  the  grand  jury  threw  out 
the  biii  preferred  again  ft  the  peti¬ 
tioner!,  and  as  he  had  no  means  of 
redrefs  by  appeal  to  any  court  of 
law,  or  of  vindicating  his  cha¬ 
racter  from  the  imputations  mod: 
unjuftly  thrown  upon  him,  he  fuh- 
mitted  the  conftderation  of  his  cafe, 
to  the  houfe,  as  involving  a  fub- 
jedt  of  equal  importance  to  the 
public  and  the  individual,  and  in 
which  parliament  alone  was  com¬ 
petent  to  give  redrefs. 

This  petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  of  each  Houfe,  the 
Marquis  of  Abercorn  particularly 
exprefling  his  expectation  that  go¬ 
vernment  would  make  it  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  fome  proceeding.  This 
„  ^  not  being  done,  Lord  Carl- 
t  ton  prefen  ted  a  petition  to 

june*  the  Houfe  of  Lords  from 
the  learned  judge,  complaining 
that  he  had  no  notice  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  but  from  the  public  prints, 
and  requesting  that  he  might  be 
allowed  a  copy  of  the  petition. 
He  was  alfo  informed,  he  faid, 
|hat  the  Noble  Lord  who  pre¬ 
sented  the  petition  had  given  no¬ 
tice  that  he  intended  to  follow  the 
petition  up  by  fome  motion  ;  he 

wiflied  to  be  prepared  for  his  de- 
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fence,  and  whenever  that  period 
fhould  arrive,  he  was  fatisfled  he 
fhould  eilablifh  his  innocence  in 
the  cleared:  point  of  view.  He 
t ruffed  that  period  was  not  far  dif- 
tant,  efpecialiy  as  the  duties  of  his 
judicial  flation  would  require  his 
prefence  in  Ireland. 

The  Judge’s  petition  be.  , 
ing  complied  with,  the  ' 
Marquis  of  Abercorn  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  vindicating  himfelf 
againfl  any  imputation  of  improper 
motives  in  the  proceeding,  as  he 
had  never  feen  judge  Fox  in  his 
life.  He  had,  however,  received 
many  petitions  againfl  him,  gene¬ 
rally  conceived  in  terms  fo  unpar¬ 
liamentary,  that  they  muff  be  fent 
back  to  be  altered  in  that  refpect. 
1  he  perfons  complaining  were 
many,  and  lay  at  a  great  diftance. 
All  this  would  neceffarily  confume 
time  ;  and  he  underftood  that  the 
Judge  was  not  prepared  to  meet 
all  the  charges  againfl  him  ;  and, 
on  his  part,  wifhed  for  delay.  He 
would  accede  to  every  wifh  of 
that  kind,  confidently  with  the 
ends  of  juftice  ;  and  did  not,  for 
the  reafons  he  had  afligned,  think 
the  bufinefs  could  be  brought  to  an 
lfl'ue  during  this  feflion. 

Another  petition  againfl  28th 
the  learned  Judge  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
from  twelve  individuals  who  had 
formed  a  petit  jury  at  the  la  ft  fum- 
mer  aflizes  held  at  Ennilkillen,  for 
the  county  of  Fermanagh,  to  try 
three  perfons  of  the  names  of  John 
Fletcher,  Hugh  Keys,  and  James 
Sharpe,  for  the  murder  of  one  Ni¬ 
cholas  Morris.  It  ftated,  that  the 
petitioners  knowing  the- bad  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  witnefi'es  for  the 
crown,  and  confidering  that  they 
were  probably  influenced  by  the 

expectation 
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fcxpeflation  of  rewards  which  would 
have  amounted  to  nearly  £8oo, 
and  further  confidering  the  evi¬ 
dence  not  fufficient  to  warrant  a 
conviction,  had  brought  in  a  ver- 
didt  of  Not  Guilty.  They  then 
ftated,  that  when  they  delivered 
their  verdibl,  the  Judge  expreffed 
much  diffatisfadtion  ;  and  that,  on 
the  next  morning,  when  the  court 
was  full,  he  called  on  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  to  furnifh  him  with  a 
.lift  of  the  names  of  the  petitioners, 
which  having  received,  he  caufed 
the  whole  of  the  Q-rand  inqueft  of 
the  county,  then  fworn,  and  fitting 
in  their  room  of  public  hufinefs,  to 
be  called  into  the  Court-houfe, 
when,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
county,  he  ftigmatized  the  peti¬ 
tioners  as  men  not  worthy  to  be 
believed  on  their  oaths,  and  as  un¬ 
fit  ever  again  to  adt  in  the  capa¬ 
city  of  jurors,  and  cautioned  the 
grand  jury  and  others  never  there¬ 
after  to  hold  communion  or  inter- 
eourie  with  them  ;  that  lie  ordered 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  deliver 
in  a  lilt  of  their  names  to  every 
fucceeding  judge,  as  men  unfit  to 
be  jurors,  that  they  might  prevent 
their  ferving  aS  fuch  thereafter ; 
and  that  he  ordered  the  hieh  and 

O 

under  fheriff  to  deliver  a  lift  of  the 
names  to  the  fucceeding  fheriff, 
with  a  direction  to  hand  them  down 
from  fheriff  to  fheriff,  as  branded 
with  the  infamy  of  a  verdidt, 
which  was  for  ever  to  render  them 
unworthy  of  credit,  and  ordered 
that  their  names  fhould  be  pub¬ 
licly  polled  up  as  fuch  in  the  grand 
jury  room. 

j  A  third  petition  was 
I  I  r  prefented  from  Gerard  Ir- 
**U  vine,  Efq.  of  Robhfield,  in 
the  county  of  Fermanagh,  the  late 
high  fheriff  of  that  county,  com- 
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plaining  of  fome  very  rude  be¬ 
haviour  (hewn  to  him  by  Judge 
Fox,  on  no  other  occafion  than  a 
difappointment  he  felt  at  not  being 
met  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county,  nor  by  the  fheriff  him- 
felf,  till  he  had  proceeded  two 
miles  beyond  the  frontier.  Befide 
treating  him  perfonally  with  great 
rudenefs  and  violence,  the  judge, 
in  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury, 
delivered  in  the  face  of  the  county, 
ufed  the  moft  grofs  and  degrading 
language  to  the  petitioner,  who 
was  then  afting  as  high  fheriff,  for 
not  having  come  to  meet  him  on 
his  entering  the  bounds  of  the 
county,  and  charged  him  in  the 
groffeft  manner,  with  farming  out 
to  hire  his  bailiwick,  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  impofmg  on  him  a  fine 
of  /  500,  merely  for  not  meeting 
him  at  the  bounds  of  the  county. 
Similar  petitions  were  , 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  $  “ 
upper  houfe,  and  the  Mar-  jU  ^  * 
quis  of  Abercorn  prefented  his 
charges  againft  judge  Fox,  which 
comprifed  not  only  the  matters  al- 
ledgedin  thefe  petitions,  but  others 
of  Hill  more  weight  and  importance. 
The  articles  of  complaint  were 
under  four  principal  heads ;  the 
firft  ftated,  that  Mr.  j  uft ice  Fox 
had  urged  upon  the  grand  jury  of 
the  county  of  Fermanagh,  that  is 
was  their  duty  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  remove  the  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant  and  government  of  Ireland, 
with  the  intent  to  excite  difcontent 
againft  his  Majefty’s  government.- 
The  fecond  ftated,  that  Mr,  juftice 
Fox  had  endeavoured  to  induce  the 
commanding  officer  of  a  corps  oi 
volunteer  yeomanry  to  procure 
an  addrefs  from  the  corps  to 
the  fame  effetft,  and  that  this  was 
done  with  the  fame  evil  defign. 
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'The  third  Hated  all  the  Complaints 
which  appeared  in  the  petitions  of 
the  high  fheriff  of  the  county,  and 
of  the  petty  jurors ;  and  the  com¬ 
plaint  of  Mr.  Hart.  The  laft 
Hated,  that  Mr.  Juflice  Fox  had 
grofsly  and  wantonly  inful  ted  the 
Marquis  of  Abercorn,  reprefen  ting 
him  as  withdrawing  himfelf  from 
his  duty*  as  a  governor  of  a 
county,  from  fulky  and  felfifh  mo¬ 
tives  ;  and  this  article  concluded 
with  Hating,  that  Mr.  Juflice  Fox 
afterward  publicly  acknowledged 
that  he  had  done  fo,  to  vex  and 
annoy  the  fa  id  Marquis.  The  ar¬ 
ticles  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table;  and  further  proceedings  on 
them  were  expefied  in  the  enfuing 
feffion  of  parliament. 

Several  of  the  petitions  on  elec¬ 
tion  cafes  excited  a  great  portion 
of  public  intereft,  and  occafioned 
animated  debates  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  befides  the  time  they 
occupied  and  the  labour  they  occa¬ 
fioned  in  the  committees  to  which 
they  were  referred.  Among  thefe 
were  the  cafes  of  Waterford,  Lif- 
keard,  and  Ilchefter ;  but  thofe  of 
of  Aylefbury  and  Middlefex,  de- 
ferve  for  their  peculiarity  a  more 
detailed  notice. 

On  the  production  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  Aylefbury 
eleCtion,  it  was  moved  that  the 
Attorney-General  fhould  be  di¬ 
rected  to  prcfecufe  Mr.  Bent,  the 
candidate  who  had  been  petitioned 
againft,  for  briber}/,  but  on  a  full 
jnveftigation,  ir  was  decided,  that 
there  was  not  fufficient  ground  for 
fo  fevere  a  proceeding  ;  he  had  not 
corrupted  the  voters,  but  a  certain 
number  of  them,  being  already 
corrupt,  had  invited  him  to  come 
down  as  a  candidate,  and  had  ©b- 


23d 

Marchi 

in  the 

ferve  in 


tained  from  him  certain  fuirrs  of 
money  as  the  price  of  their  votes « 
Sir  George  Cornwall 
moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption 
election  of  members  to 
parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Aylefbu-ry,  and  was  fupported  by 
feveral  members,  who,  from  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  the 
evidence  on  which  it  was  founded, 
Rated  the  following  circumRances. 
It  had  been  the  cuRom  among  the 
electors  of  this  borough  to  demand 
ChriRmas  boxes  of  their  repre-. 
fentatives,  and  to  enforce  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  them,  they  faid,  that 
they  fhould  always  have  a  third 
candidate  at  the  election,  in  order 
to  enhance  their  own  value.  They 
had  become  difcontented  with  the 
old  candidates  at  the  laft  election, 
and  they  contrived  to  find  a  third, 
of  whom  they  made  ufe  to  plunder 
the  other  two  and  himfelf  alfo. 
For  this  purpofe,  they  had  de¬ 
puted  fome  of  their  body  to  fearch 
for  a  third,  whom  they  found  out, 
and  from  whom  they  received  a 
-certain  fum  of  money,  as  a  reward 
for  their  fupport  at  the  election. 
On  his  report,  a  letter  of  invita¬ 
tion  had  been  fent  to  this  third 
candidate,  which  was  ligned  by 
200  electors,  each  of  whom  cove- 

7 

nan  ted  for,  and  received  his  bribe. 
When  he  came  to  Aylefbury,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  invitation,  his  carriage 
was  dragged  through  the  town, 
and  at  the  houfe  where  he  flopped, 
all  the  voters  inclined  to  fell  their 
fupport  to  him  were  affembled, 
none  being  admitted  but  perfutis 
qualified  to  vote.  They  were 
collected  in  a  room,  on  the  table  of 
which  there  was  at  one  end  a  bowl 
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T  punch,  and  at  the  other  a  bowl 
T  guineas,  from  which  each  man 
:iad  his  doceur  ;  that  of  the  270 
who  fupported  Mr.  Bent,  only  50 
votes  were  free  votes*  They  had 
wen  carried  a  funeral  proceflion 
through  the  town  for  the  other 
:andidate,  becaufe  he  did  not  pay 
at  the  fame  rate.  The  motion  for 
eave  to  bring  in  the  bill  was  op- 
pofed  by  the  Marquis  of  Titch- 
field  and  Mr.  Hurft  ;  and  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr*  Ad¬ 
dington)  and  the  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls,  although  they  a  {fen  ted  to 
the  propriety  of  bringing  in  fome 
bill  on  fuch  a  report,  did  not  pledge 
themfelves  to  fupport  it,  if  it  went 
further  than  the  really  guilty,  by 
disfranchifing  the  borough. 

The  bill  which  was 


brought  in  propofed  to  ex- 


16  th 

^Pr^*  tend  tpe  right  of  voting  for 
members  for  this  borough  to  all 
perfons  who  had  freeholds  of  the 
annual  value  of  40s.  in  either  of 
the  three  hundreds  of  Aylefihury. 
The  motion  for  a  fecond  reading 
was  'oppofed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Titchfield,  Mr.  Hurft,  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis,  Mr.  Peter  Moore,  the  Mafter 
of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Serjeant  Beft, 
and  Mr.  Fox,  but  on  a  divifton, 
the  majority  in  its  favour  was  19, 
the  numbers  68  to  49. 

.  The  motion  for  com- 

1  mitring  the  bill  was  fimi- 
1  Y'  larly  refitted,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  adding  himfelf  to  the  number 
of  its  opponents,  but  on  a  divifton 
its  fupporters  ftill  triumphed  in  a 
majority  of  16  ;  they  counted  72 
votes  againft  56,  and  finally,  after 
forne  further  reftftance,  and  another 
ineffectual  divifton,  the  bill  paffed 
the  Houfe  of  Commons* 


In  the  upper  houfe,  the  ^  ^ 
bill  was  patronized  by  Lord  T 
Grenville,  and  as  the  evi-  jUne# 
dence  offered  before  the- committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  not 
be  received  there,  witneffes  were 
again  examined  in  fupport  of  the 
meafure,  and  its  opponents  were 
heard  by  counfel.  The  refult  was, 
that  notwithftanding  the  oppofitiom 
of  Lord  Auckland,  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  and  Lord  Ellenborough,  in 
its  various  ftages,  it  finally  palled, 
and  received  the  royal  affent. 

In  a  former  volume,  mention 
was  made  of  the  conteft  for  Mid- 
dlefex,  and  the  means  by  which 
a  return  was  procured  for  Sir  Francis 
Burdett.*  Mr.  Mainwaring,  and 
certain  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  prefented  petitions 
againft  this  return,  which  occa- 
ftoned  feveral  debates  during  the 
preceding  feftion  of  parliament,  but 
owing  to  the  prefiure  of  fimilar 
buftnefs,  and  the  probable  duration 
of  the  inveftigation,  a  committee 
was  not  appointed  until  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  feftion.  Before  the  day 
of  naming  the  committee,  y  , 
Mr.  Fox  endeavoured  to 
induce  the  houfe  to  re j eft  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  the  freeholders,  which  con¬ 
tained  the  moft  ferious  charges 
againft  the  fitting  member,  on  the 
ground,  that  although  it  was  in- 
titled  the  petition  of  certain  free¬ 
holders  of  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
yet  it  was  not  in  any  part  of  the 
petition  alleged  that  the  petitioners 
had  fuch  freeholds  as  intitled  them 
to  vote  for  members  of  parliament, 
or  that  they  were  poftefted  of  fuch 
freeholds  at  the  time  of  the  elec¬ 
tion.  This  notable  quibble  occa- 
fioned  a  long  debate,  in  which 


Mr, 
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Mf.  Fox  was  fupported  by  Mr, 
Francis,  Mr.  Jekyll,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Belt,  Mr.  Fonblanque,  and  Mr.. 
Sheridan.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (hewed 
from  precedents,  and  from  ihe  fair 
«N)nflrudion  of  the  terms  of  the  pe¬ 
tition,  that  it  was  within  the 
fpirit  and  even  the  letter  of  the 
ftatutes  Mr.  Fox  had  referred  to, 
and  that  to  receive  it  was  perfedly 
confident  with  the  practice  of  the 
houfe  on  fimilar  oceafions.  Mr. 
T.  Grenville,  Mr.  Tierney,  the 
Attorney-General,  Mr.  Jervis,  Mr. 
Dallas,  and  Sir  William  Pulteney, 
fpoke  on  this  fide,  and  on  a  divi- 
fion,  their  opinion  prevailed  by  a 
great  majority,  the  numbers  being 
96  to  24. 

,  The  committee  being 
balloted  on  the  following 
day,  proceeded  to  bufinefs 
without  lofs  of  time,  and  during 
an  inveftigation  which  engaged 
them  upwards  of  fixty  days,  had 
proofs  exhibited  before  them  of 
riot,  violence,  perjury,  and  hib¬ 
ernation,  to  an  extent  unparalleled 
in  parliamentary  hiifory.  It  was 
proved,  that  a  mob,  hired,  encou¬ 
raged,  and  fed  by  the  agents  and 
bofom  friends  of  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  attended  the  huftings  every 
day,  during  the  whole  time  of 
polling,  abufing  Mr.  Main  waring 
and  his  friends  in  the  moil  grofs 
and  virulent  terras,  exhibiting  pro- 
cefiions  cf  men  in  chains  and  being 
Hogged,  flags  inferibed  <(  No  Baf- 
tille/’  and  fimilar  devices,  to  in¬ 
flame  the  populace,  in  all  which 
they  were  encouraged  by  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Burdett,  his  friends,  and  agents, 
and  by  the  two  fheriffs.  It  was 
further  proved  that  nearly  300 
perfons  had  been,  fuborned  to  corn- 
suit  perjury,  by  flaring  themfeives 


to  be  freeholders  intitled  to  vote 
at  that  eledion,  from  a  purchafe 
efleded  the  night  before  for  trifling 
fums  of  money,  in  an  adventure 
called  the  Good-intent  Mill  ;  and 
the  perfon  who  planned  and  recom¬ 
mended  this  contrivance  was  named 
in  the  evidence.  After  this  long, 
laborious,  and  expenfive  inveftiga- 
tion  had  been  gone  through,  and 
it  was  clearly  proved  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  never  had,  nor 
could  have  pretended  to  a  right  to 
the  feat,  he  called  fome  witnefles, 
who  proved  that  an  agent  of  Mr. 
Mainwaring  had  given  inftruc- 
tions  to  an  innkeeper  at  Brentford, 
to  open  his  houfe  for  the  reception 
of  Mr.  Mainwa ring’s  friends,  and 
although  it  was  raoft  notorious 
that  all  the  other  houfes  in  the 
town  were  opened  for  the  voters  of 
his  opponent,  this  was  relied  on 
as  eflablifhing  proof  of  corruption 
within  the  fiatute  called  the  treat¬ 
ing  ad. 

On  this  evidence,  Lord 
Marlham,  who  had  been 
elected  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  conduded  himfelf, 
through  the  long  courfe  of  its  fit¬ 
ting,  with  great  ability  and  inte¬ 
grity,  reported  to  the  houfe  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
Bart,  was  not  duly  eleded  ;  that 
W,  Mainwaring,  Efq.  was  duly 
elided,  and  ought  to  have  been 
retarned  as  the  fitting  member  at 
the  faid  eledion.  But  it  having 
been  proved  before  the  committee 
that  W.  Mainwaring,  Efq.  did 
commit  certain  ads  of  bribery  at 
that  eledion,  the  committee  re- 
folved,,  that  he  was  thereby  inca* 
pacitated  from  fitting  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  parliament ;  and  that  the  faid 
eledion  was  void,  fo  far  as  it  re¬ 
lated 
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lated  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  The 
committee  alfo  refolved,  that  none 
of  the  petitions,  nor  the  oppofition 
made  to  them,  were  frivolous  or 
vexatious*  Lord  Marfham  then 
moved,  “  that  a  new  writ  be 
iffued  for  the  eleiftion  of  a  Knight 
of  the  Shire  for  the  county  of  Mid^ 
dlefcx,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Francis 
..Burdett,  whofe  election  was  de¬ 
clared  void.” 

Lord  Marfham  further  reported 
certain  other  relolutions  from  the 
committee,  which  were  as  follow, 
“  That  on  the  23th,  14th,  and 
15th  days  of  the  poll,  when  there 
was  a  majority  of  legal  votes  in 
favour  of  W.  Mainwaring,  Efq. 
Robert  Albion  Cox,  Efq.  and  Sir 
William  Rawlins,  Knight,  the 
Sheriffs  who  prefided  at  the  elec¬ 
tion,  did  wilfully,  knowingly,  and 
corruptly  poll  300  perfons,  claim- 
ing  a  right  to  vote,  under  a  fidi- 
tious  pretence  that  they  were  free¬ 
holders,  in  confequence  of  being 
joint  proprietors  of  a  certain  mill, 
called  the  “Good-intent  Mill,” 
iituate  in  the  parifh  of  ifleworrh  ; 
and  that  on  the  1 5th  day  of  the 
poll,  after  a  majority  was  thus  efia- 
blifhed  for  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
the  faid  Sheriffs  rejeded  the  votes 
of  feveral  other  perfons,  on  the 
fame  grounds  for  which  they  had 
admitted  thofe  of  others ;  that 
they  refufed  to  hear  counfel  upon 
thofe  votes.  That  the  faid  she¬ 
riffs,  in  thus  deciding  on  the  vali¬ 
dity  of  fuch  votes,  had  aded  con¬ 
trary  to  the  condud  purfued  by 
thenffelves  on  other  occafions,  and 
in  grofs  violation  of  their  duty. 
And  it  appeared  to  the  committee, 
that  the  obvious  tendency  of  their 
condud  was  to  admit  perfons  not 
having  a  right  to  poll,  and  to  hold 
out  an  encouragement  to  the  com¬ 
mit  on  of  perjury* 


The  advanced  period  of  the  fef- 
fion  at  which  this  report  was 
brought  in,  prevented  further  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  it  for  theprefent,  but 
the  evidence  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  that  in  the  next  feffion, 
members  might  be  fully  prepared 
to  decide  what  meafure  of  puniftu 
ment  fhould  be  applied  to  the  re. 
turning  officers,  whofe  delinquency 
Was  thus  fignalized. 

His  Majefty  clofed  the  - 
feffion  by  a  fpeech  from  the  ^  , 
throne,  in  which,  after  the 
cuffomary  acknowledgments  to 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  he  re. 
commended  to  the  members  to 
carry  into  their  refpedive  counties 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  inte- 
reft  which  had  guided  all  their 
proceedings*  “It  will  be  your 
particular  duty,”  he  faid,  ff  to  in¬ 
culcate  on  the  minds  of  all  claffes 
of  my  fubjeds,  that  the  preferva- 
tion  oi  ali  that  is  molt  dear  to 


them  requires  the  continuance  of 
their  unremitted  exertions  for 
the  national  defence.  The  prepa¬ 
rations  which  the  enemy  has  beer* 
long  forming,  for  the  declared  pur- 
pofe  of  invading  this  kingdom,  ar© 
daily  augmenting,  and  the  attempt 
appears  to  have  been  delayed  only 
with  the  view  of  procuring  addi¬ 
tional  means  for  carrying  it  into 
execution.  Relying  on  the  {kill, 
valour,  and  difcipline  of  my  naval 
and  military  force,  aided  by  the 
voluntary  zeal  and  native  courage 
ol  my  people,  I  look  with 
confidence  to  the  iffue  of  this  great 
conflict,  and  I  doubt  not  that  it 
will  terminate,  under  the  bleffing 
of  Providence,  not  only  in  repelling 
the  danger  of  the  moment,  but  in 
eftablifhing,  in  the  eye*  of  foreign 
nations,  the  fecurity  of  this  coun¬ 
try  on  a  bafis  never  to  be  fnaken. 
In  addition  to  this  firft  and  great 
12  A  object. 
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object,  I  entertain  the  animating 
hope,  that  the  benefit  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  our  fuceefsful  exertions 
will  not  be  confined  within  our- 
felves  ;  but  that,  by  their  example 
and  their  confequences,  they  may 
lead  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  fuch 
a  fyflem  in  Europe,  as  may  refcue 


it  from  the  precarious  fiate  to 
which  it  is  reduced,  and  may 
finally  raife  an  effectual  barrier 
againft  the  unbounded  fchemes  of 
aggrandifement  and  ambition  which 
threaten  every  independent  nation 
that  yet  remains  on  the  conti¬ 
nent 


CHAP.  XfL 

Condiiii  and  Principles  of  the  French  Government ;  Views  of  Bonaparte ; 
Meeting  of  the  Legiflative  Body  ;  M.  Fontanes  Prefdent  ;  Expofe  :} 
Contains  an  allufion  to  the  Plots  of  Affafpns:  Report  on  the1  Executions 
of  tu.no  Confpirators ;  a  Plot  announced  headed  by  Moreau ,  Pichegrn 
and  Georges  ;  Moreau  ar  refled;  Report  drawn  up  by  Reguier ,  the  Mi- 
vifter  of  J-uJlice  ;  Jenfation  in  the  Legflature;  Proceeding  in  the  Tri¬ 
bunate;  the  Xecefjity  of  raifing  Bonaparte  to  fovereign  Rank  intimated ; 
an  Addr, fs  propofed ;  Speech  of  Moreau  in  behalf  of  his  Brother  the 
General ;  anfwered  by  l  rielhardy  although  he  was  not  a  Member  of  the 
Tribunate  ;  all  the  Legiflative  Bodies  prejent  Addrejfes  ;  they  intimate 
the  Propriety  of  re-efiablfhing  feme  Portion  of  the  old  Order  of  Things  ; 
Bonaparte’s  An f Veer ;  Addrejfes  from  Military  Bodies  ;  from  the  Clergy 
of  Paris;  fume  addrefs  Madame  Bonaparte;  Add  refs  of  the  Seamen  of 
the  Flotilla.  Arrejl  of  Pichegru  5  a  new  Law  pa  fed  againji  thofe 
who  jhould  harbour  Georges  and  his  Friends  ;  further  Meafures;  Georges 
js  arrejled.  Ufe  made  of  thefe  Events  by  the  French  Government.  Pub¬ 
lications  in  favour  of  the  Affumption  of  Sovereignty  by  Bonaparte  ;  Mif- 
fon  of  Lucien  Bonaparte  to  Rome  ;  the  King  of  Prujfia  required  to  fend 
Louis  XV III  Prifoner  into  France;  he  refufes.  Seizure  and  inhuman 
Murder  of  the  Due  d  ’ Enghien ,  Eagernejs  of  Bonaparte  to  obtain  the 
Throne ;  Cure'e  propojes  in  the  Tribunate  that  Bonaparte  Jhall  be  Em. 
per  or y  and  the  imperial  Dignity  hereditary  in  hrs  Family;  oppofed  by- 
Carnot;  the  Motion  carried  without  any  other  Oppofition ;  Proceedings- 
in  the  Confervative  Senate  ;  their  Addrefs  to  Bonaparte  ;  his  Anfwer  ; 
Addrefs  of  the  Municipality  of  Parts ;  Senatus  Confultum  ;  the  Oiiefiion\ 
whether  the  imperial  Title  Jhall  be  hereditary  fubmitted  to  the  People  ;; 
Titles  and  Dignities  conferred  by  Bonaparte  ;  Orders  to  the  Clergy  ;  Am-, 
nejfies  and  Chanties.  Proceedings  againji  the  State. Prifouers  ;  Exami¬ 
nation  of  Pichegru;  his  fudden  Death  in  the  Temple  ;  he  is  J'aid  to  have-, 
deflroyed  himjelf ;  the  Proceedings  and  Report  on  that  Subject ;  abfurck 
and  incredible.  Efforts  of  the  French  Prefs  to  raife  and  confrm  a  Preju¬ 
dice  againji  England  ;  Pamphlets  by  Mehee  de  la  Touche  and  the-. 
Marquis  de  Montgaillard.  Interrogatory  of  Georges;  Moreau’s  Letter 
to  Bonaparte  ;  the  Pr filers  brought  to  Trial;  great  Efforts  1 fed  to  pro¬ 
cure 
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cure  a  Con-vision  of  Moreau;  his  Speech  to  the  Court;  he  is  fentenced  to 
two  Years'  Imprifonment  ;  Georges  and  fome  others  capitally ;  they  are 
executed;  Moreau  permitted  to  go  to  America.  Suppojed  Plot  to  ppifon 
Louis  XV 1 11 ;  Narrative  of  one  Coition;  Indifference  of  the  Prufftan 
Government  ;  Louis  XVIII  leaves  Warfuw  for  Grodno.  Preparations 
for  the  Coronation  of  Bonaparte  ;  the  M  infers  from  foreign  Courts  prefe?it 
their  renewed  Credentials  ;  Celebration  of  the  I  eyth  of  July  ;  Bonaparte’ s 
Excurfion  to  various  Parts  of  France  ;  his  Reception  at  Boulogne  ;  and  at 
various  other  Places  ;  Intention  of  the  Pope  to  perform  the  Ceremony  of  the 
Coronation  announced  ;  Cardinal  Maury  attaches  himfelf  to  Bonaparte; 
the  Pope’s  Journey  ;  his  Reception  ;  the  People  decide  in  favour  of  here¬ 
ditary  Monarchy  ;  the  Corseiation. 


WHILE  the  topics  already 
detailed  engaged  a  large 
portion  of  the  attention  of  the  le- 
gillature  and  people  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
government  and  nation  were  cal¬ 
culated  to  excite  a  great  degree  of 
fpeculation,  not  unmixed  with  anx¬ 
iety  and  alarm.  The  more  the 
principles  and  views  of  that  go¬ 
vernment  were  unfolded  in  its  acts, 
the  more  evident  it  became  that 
their  necelfary  tendency  and  the 
determined  refolution  of  fhofe  who 
exereifed  the  fupreme  rule  was,  to 
eftablilh  and  confirm  a  rigid  fyf- 
tem  of  military  defpotifm  at  home, 
and  not  an  influence  alone,  but  a 
peremptory  control  over  every 
other  country  with  which  France 
had  any  connexion.  In  purfuit  of 
this  plan  the  rights  of  foreign  na¬ 
tions  were  no  more  regarded  than 
the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  domef- 
,tic  fubjefts  ;  the  invafion  of  either 
depended  on  caprice  or  on  conve¬ 
nience,  aggreffions,  which,  in  for¬ 
mer  ages,  would  have  roufed  the 
energetic  indignation  of  all  civil¬ 
ized  people,  were  now  committed 
without  an  apology,  and  crimes, 
at  which  human  nature  would  re¬ 
coil,  were  now  perpetrated  and 
avowed  without  a  blufh.  Such 


was  the  degraded  date.  of  Europe 
that  France  difdained  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  opinion  of  other  dates 
as  a  tribunal  to  which  her  conduct 
could  be  referred,  and  fuch  the 
fcandalous  effeft  of  the  in  cedant 
zeal  with  which  every  crime  of 
that  nation  fince  the  revolution 
had  been  defended,  that  pad  guilt 
was  adduced  as  an  extenuation  of 
p-refent  turpitude,  and  they  who 
had  fo  long  been  the  advocates  of 
every  Ipecies  of  infamy,  were  now 
content  to  overwhelm  with  abufe 
thofe  who  charged  their  favourite 
heroes  with  enormities  too  grofe 
for  concealment,  and  too  evident 
for  denial. 

The  French  legiflature 
was  aflembled  and  governed 
in  a  manner  which  left  no  i  ’ 
doubt  that  the  nominal  date  of 
France  was  fpeedily  to  be  changed, 
and  that,  not  content  with  being 
really  Sovereign,  Bonaparte  was 
foon  to  be  avowmdly,  under  what¬ 
ever  title  it  might  be,  the  monarch 
of  France.  l  he  deps  which  had 
been  previoufly  taken  did  not  feem 
to  render  this  laid,  and  greatefl:  ef¬ 
fort,  fo  fecure  and  eafy  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  neceflity  for  confufing  the 
underltandings  of  men  by  reporrs 
of  plots  and  confpiracics,  and  dif- 
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trading  their  attention  by  a  great 
variety  of  criminal  enter  prizes 
both  at  home  and  in  foreign 
countries.  The  prefidency  of  the 
legiflative  body,  regulated  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  law  recently  palled,  was 
conferred,  for  the  year,  on  M. 
Fontanes,  a  roan  of  great  learning 
and  ability,  who  had  long  been 
perfecuted  for  his  attachment  to 
the  party  called  the  moderes ,  and 
bis  fuppofed  adherence  to  the 
eaufe  of  the  Bourbons,  but  who 
was  now  content  to  transfer  his 
fervices  and  his  allegiance  to 
the  profperous  ufurper  of  their 
rights. 

The  ceremonies  of  addreffes 
occupied  foroe  days,  in  which  the 
legiilature  did  not  forget  to  offer 
to  the  firff  conful  his  favourite 
topic  of  flattery,  a  comparifon 
between  him  and  Charlemagne. 

f  .  The  public  attention  was 
1  1 then  called  to  the  official 
Hatement  of  public  affairs  annually 
prefented  under  the  name  of  the 
Expose,  in  which  the  government 
detailed  to  the  people  through 
■the  legiilature  their  refources, 
means,  hopes  and  projedls  for  the 
enfuing  year.  This  paper  def- 
cribed,  with  laborious  minutenefs, 
the  progrefs  which  the  republic 
was  making  in  public  works,  in 
commerce,  in  agriculture  and  in 
■political  regulation,  when  the 
Brit iili  government  chcfe  to  alarm 
its  nation,  to  cover  the  channel 
with  fhips,  to  inful t  the  commerce 
of  France  by  injurious- infpehtlons, 
and  her  coafts  and  ports,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  her  allies,  by  the 
prefence  of  its  menacing  forces. 
The  date  of  the  war  was  then 
reviewed  with  much  exultation. 

JBy  the  difperfion  of  our  fhips,5> 
/aid  the  firft  conffil  in  this  paper, 


44  and  the  fecurlty  of  our  com. 
4  4  merce,  our  Ioffes  might  have 
f(  been  immenfe  ;  we  forefaw  thefe 
44  circumftances,  and  we  would 
44  have  fupported  them  without 
44  difcouragement  or  weaknefs, 
44  but  happily,  they  have  been. 
44  lefs  than  we  apprehended  \  our 
44  fhips  of  war  have  returned  to 
44  European  ports,  one  only  ex- 
44  cepted,  which  had  long  been 
44  employed  merely  as  a  tranfport, 
44  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
44  the  enemy.  Of  two  hundred 
44  millions,  which  the  Englifn 
44  cruizers  might  have  raviffied 
44  from  our  commerce,  more  than 
44  two  thirds  have  been  pre- 
44  ferved.  Our  privateers  have 
44  avenged  thefe  Ioffes  by  impor- 
44  tant-  captures,  and  they  will 
44  complete  their  revenge  by 
44  others  more  important.'  To- 
44  bago  and  St,  Lucia  were 
44  defencelefs,  and  were  obliged 
44  to  furrender  to  the  firft  force 
44  which  appeared  ;  but  our  great 
44  colonies  are  yet  preferved,  and 
44  the  attacks  made  againft  them 
44  by  the  enemy  have  proved 
44  fruitlefs.  Hanover  is  in  our 
44  power;  25,000  of  the  beft 
44  troops  of  the  enemy  have  laid 
44  clown  their  arms,  and  become 
44  prifoners  of  war.  Our  cavalry 
4<  has  been  remounted  at  the 
44  expence  of  that  of  the  enemy  ; 
u  and  a  poffeffion  which  was  dear 
44  to  the  king  of  England,  is  in 
44  our  hands,  a  pledge  of  that 
44  juft  ice  which  he  will  be  corn. 
44  pelled  to  render  to  us.’*  The 
ftate  of  foreign  countries,  depen¬ 
dent,  allied,  and  neutral,  was 
alfp  reviewed  with  equal  gram- 
lation  to  the  people  of  France, 
and  equal  applaufc  to  its  govern¬ 
ment  o 

This 
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This  publication  would  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  Tome  notice,  as  being  the 
laft  of  the  kind  which  was  addreff- 
ed  to  the  French  nation  as  a  repub¬ 
lic,  and  the  laft  in  which  their  ru¬ 
ler  was  to  be  contemplated  as  a  ci¬ 
tizen,  giving  an  account  to  his  fel¬ 
low  citizens,  of  the  origin  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  meafures.  But  it  con¬ 
tained  one  fentence  which,  at  the 
time  of  publication  might  be  con- 
fidered  by  many,  as  merely  one  of 
the  general  calumnies  by  which 
France  was  to  be  exalted,  and  Eng¬ 
land  infulted,  but  which  afterward 
appeared  to  have  a  foundation  on 
the  moft  alarming  and  daring  at¬ 
tempt  which  had  yet  menaced  the 
government  of  Bonaparte.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  fuppreflion  of  rebellion 
throughout  the  republic,  the  author 
of  the  Expofe  faid,  i(  the  Britifo 
government  will  attempt  to  throw, 
and  perhaps  has  already  thrown, 
on  our  coaft,  fomeof  thefe  monfters 
whom  it  nourifoed  in  its  bofom 
during  the  peace,  in  order  to  tear 
in  pieces  the  land  which  gave  them 
birth  ;  but  they  will  no  longer  find 
in  it  thofe  impious  bands  which 
were  the  inftruments  of  their  former 
crimes ;  terror  has  diffolved  them, 
or  juftice  has  purged  our  territory 
of  them  ;  they  will  find  neither 
that  credulity  which  they  abufed, 
ror  that  animofity,  the  poignards 
of  which  they  whetted.  Experi¬ 
ence  hasenlighted  every  mind  j  the 
moderation  of  the  laws,  and  the  ad- 
miniftradon  of  them,  has  recon¬ 
ciled  every  heart.  Surrounded 
every  where  by  the  public  force, 
overtaken  every  where  by  the  tri¬ 
bunals,  thefe  dreadful  men  will,  in 
future,  neither  be  able  to  make  re¬ 
bels,  nor  to  re-organize  with  im¬ 
punity  their  horde  of  brigands  and 
aftaftlns,’' 


Such  expreftions  in  the  report 
were  confidered  by  moft  men  as  a 
mere  continuation  of  that  coarfe  in- 
veftive  and  illiberal  abide  with 
which  the  French,  ever  fince  the 
Revolution,  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  adailing  all  governments,  and 
even  all  individuals,  who,  in  per- 
fon  or  condidi,  were  inimical  to 
them.  Nor  was  this  opi- 
nion  materially  changed  by  j 
an  announcement  in  the  offi-  J 
cial  paper  of  the  execution  of  fome 
confpiratorsandthe  arreft  of  others. 
Two  of  thefe,  named  PicotandLe- 
bourgeois,  were  foot  in  the  plain 
ofGrenelle,  and,  in  narrating  their 
fate,  the  French  journalift  deferibed 
them  as  notorious  Chouans,  who, 
after  committing  every  kind  of  de¬ 
predation,  had  fought  refuge  in 
London,  where  they  were  received 
in  like  manner  with  Georges,  and 
many  others  to  whom  England  af¬ 
forded  countenance  in  defiance  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens.  They  had 
been  fent,  it  was  faid,  from  Lon¬ 
don  furnifoed  with  plenty  of  mo¬ 
ney,  with  air  guns,  and  with  canes 
for  darts,  in  order  to  kill  Bona¬ 
parte  when  an  opportunity  foould 
offer,  and  they  had  befide  planned  a 
new  machine  inf e male*  The  police 
had  watched  and  arrefted,  and  the 
military  tribunal  had  ordered  their 
execution.  A  third  culprit,  it  was 
added,  named  Guerella,  had  alio 
been  arrefted  and  fentenced  to 
death,  but  had  obtained  a  reprieve, 
on  his  promife  to  make  fome  im¬ 
portant  difclofures. 

As  neither  of  the  parties  who 
were  executed  had  made  any  difeo- 
very,  this  report  was  not  received 
with  much  attention,  more  efpeci- 
ally,  as  it  was  publicly  ftated  that 
the  fufferers  had  been  offered  a  free 
pardon,  on  condition  of  fubferibing 
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a  declaration  charging  the  Britifh 
government  with  a  plot,  and  on 
their  refilling,  had  been  executed 
without  even  the  form  of  a  trial. 
Guerella,  it  was  added,  was  a  low 
and  inconfiderable  perfon,  who  ha, d 
no  means  of  giving  authentic  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  an y  govern¬ 
ment,  or  even  any  individual  of 
rank  and  didindrion. 

,  But  the  clifcredit  and 
contempt  which  would  at¬ 
tend  fuch  an  imputation  as 
that  above  alluded  to,  were  chang¬ 
ed  to  fentiments  widely  diiferent, 
when  it  was  authentically  announc¬ 
ed  that  the  French  government  had 
fully  difcovered  a  counter-revolu¬ 
tionary  plot,  in  which  General  Mo¬ 
reau  was  combined  with  Pichegru 
and  Georges,  who  both  had  been  re¬ 
cently  in  London,  and  neither  of 
whom  was  known  to  be  in  France 


'  *  publifhed.  The  matter  was 

announced  to  the  public  in  a  report 
to  theFirftCoriful,  drawn  up  by  Reg- 
nier,  the  Minider  of  Judice,  and, 
as  no  publication  of  any  authority, 
could,  from  the  circumdances  of  the 
cafe,  be  made,  except  by  the 
French  government,  their  reports 
muff  be  relied  on,  fubjedl  to  fuch 
obfervations  as  fhall  a  rife,  as  the 
only  means  of  flaring  this  moll  ex¬ 
traordinary  tranfadtion.  At  the 
time  when  the  report  of  the  Minif- 
ter  of  judice  was  made,  General 
Moreau,  Lajollais,  and  fome  other 
individuals  implicated,  were  in  cuf- 
tody.  The  report,  afcribing  the 
whole  plot  to  England,  began  by 
Hating,  as  an  extraordinary  fa  ft, 
that  Pichegru  and  Moreau,  whom 
every  honourable  feeling  ought  to 
have  Simulated  to  an  eternal  en¬ 
mity,  had  effected  a  criminal  recon¬ 
ciliation,  Lajollais,  the  friend  and 


confidant  of  Pichegru,  having  been 
the  agent  betvveen  them.  In  pur¬ 
suance  of  a  plot  combined  by  them, 
but  the  Cxadt  fcope  of  which  was 
not  defined,  three  difembarkations 
of  confpirators  had  been  effecled,  at 
an  appointed  fpot,  between  Dieppe 
and  T report.  The  fi i ft  confided 
of  Georges  and  eight  of  his  compa¬ 
nions  ;  in  the  fecond  were  Coder, 
St.  Vidlor,  and  ten  others,  and  in 
the  third  were  Pichegru,  Lajollais, 
Arrnand  Gaillard,  Jean  Marie,  a 
daunch  friend  of  Georges,  and  fome 
more  of  the  fame  clafs.  The  par¬ 
ties  who  had  landed  found  perfons 
prepared  to  receive  them,  and  men 
paid  to  guide  them  by  night,  from 
fiatfon  to  dation,  till  they  fhould 
reach  Paris.  There,  retreats  were 
provided  for  them  in  houfes  hired 
beforehand,  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  and  kept  by  trudy  individuals. 
Georges  and  Pichegru,  after  their 
arrival  in  Paris,  lived,  for  fome 
time,  in  the  fame  houfe,  and  Piche- 
gru  had  feveral  interviews  with 
Moreau ;  this,  the  reporter  faid,was 
dcmonfi rated  by  numerous  and  in- 
contedible  proofs.  Georges  and  Pi¬ 
chegru,  the  reporter  proceeded,  have 
been  traced  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
Thofe  who  affided  at  their  landing  * 
thofe  who  in  the  darknefs  of  night 
conduced  them  from  pod  to  pod  ; 
thofe  who  gave  them  an  afylum  at 
Paris-  their  confidants  and  accom¬ 
plices,  Lajollais,  their  principal 
agent,  and  General  Moreau,  arear- 
reded ;  the  effedls  and  papers  of 
Pichegru  have  been  feized,  and  the 
police  is  employing  the  greateft 
adivity  to  find  him.  I  mud  add, 
he  concluded,  that  the  citizens 
need  be  under  no  uneafinefs.  The 
greater  part  of  the  brigands  have 
been  arreded  ;  the  reft  have  fled, 
4nd  are  clofely  purfued  by  the  po¬ 
lice. 
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lice.  No  fufpicion  attaches  to  any 
clafs  of  citizens,  nor  to  any  branch 
of  adminiftration. 

On  the  prefentment  of  this  paper, 
the  genius  of  the  French  nation 
difplayed  itfelfin  a  tumult  of  legif- 
lative  provifion,  andin  copious  and 
abject  addreffes.  Not  greater  acti¬ 
vity  and  zeal  were  fhewn  in  1794, 
in  behalf  of  Robefpierre  and  Collot 
d’Herbois,  when  the  life  of  the  one 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  menaced 
by  the  knife  of  a  country-girl,  and 
of  the  other  by  the  piltol  of  an  in- 
yalid. 

The  tribunate  on  its  meeting  was 
attended  by  Treilhard,  Lacuee, 
and  Fleurieu,  three  orators  deputed 
1 ay  government,  who  having  pre- 
fented  and  fpoken  on  the  above  re¬ 
port,  jaubert  the  Prelident,  made 
anfwer  in  the  name  of  the  whole  af-. 
fembly.  After  a  violent  invettive 
againft  England,  he  ufed  thefe  ex- 
preflions.  “  IF  our  hrft  anxiety,  is 
always  for  the  people,  fhall  it  not 
alfo  extend  to  him  whom  the  peo¬ 
ple  have  chofen  for  their  chief,  and 
whom  our  afFedion,  as  well  as  our 

•  -  fi 

judgment,  would  daily  prompt  us 
to  raife  tofovereign  rank,  but  that 
the  French  nation  has  already  in¬ 
verted  him  with  a  power,  unbound¬ 
ed  as  their  confidence.  As  citizens, 
foldiers,  minifters,  we  make  our- 
felv.es  refponfible  to  our  own  age, 
and  to  ages  to  come,  to  hiftory 
which  never  had  fach  great  events  ? 
to  relate,  and  which  neverthelefs 
is  in  expectation  of  new  prodigies^, 
we  all  make  ourfelves  refponfible 
for  the  life  of  Bonaparte,  whofe 
cxiftence  guarantees  to  France  her 
glory  and  her  profperity.”  He 
alfo  moved  that  the  whole  tribu¬ 
nate  fhould  go  in  a  body  to  exprefs 
to  the  Firlt  Conful  the  horror  with 
which  fo  great  a  crime  had  infpired 


them,  and  at  the  fame  time,  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  efcape  from 
the  danger  which  furrounded  him. 

Before  the  tribunate  fet  out  with 
this  addrefs,  Moreau,  brother  of 
the  General,  and  who  had  before 
demanded  leave  to  fpeak,  obtained 
an  audience.  After  noticing  the  re¬ 
port  which  had  juft  been  read,  and 
a  general  order  to  the  army  as  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  general,  he  faid,  he 
was  infpired  with  fentiments  of  the 
deepeft  grief,  to  find  that  attempts 
had  been  fo  long  made  to  calumni¬ 
ate  a  man  who  had  rendered  im¬ 
portant  fervices  to  the  Republic, 
and  who,  at  prefent,  had  not  the 
liberty  of  defending  himfelf.  He 
declared  to  the  whole  nation,  that 
his  brother  was  innocent  of  the 
atrocities  imputed  to  him.  <(  Let 
him  have  an  opportunity  of  jufti- 
fying  himfelf,”  he  proceeded, 
“  and  he  will  do  it.  1  demand  in 
his  name,  in  my  own,  and  in  the 
name  of  his  whole  dift refled  family*, 
that  he  may  be  brought  to  trial  in 
the  moft  formal  manner.  I  de¬ 
mand  that  he  may  be  tried  only  by 
a  common  tribunal :  it  will  be  eafy 
for  him  to  make  his  innocence  ap¬ 
pear.  I  declare  that  every  thing 
which  has  been  faid  is  an  infamous 
calumny,” 

Thefe  expreflions  having  been 
noticed  with  difapprobation,  by  a 
member  named  Curee,  Treilhard, 
although  reminded  by  the  prelident 
that  he  had  then  no  right  to  fpeak 
in  that  aflembly,  obtained  a  hear¬ 
ing.  He  animadverted,  with  fome 
afperity,  on  the  obfervations  of 
Moreau,  as  unjuft  reflections  on  the 
moderation  and  impartiality  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  concluded  by  pro- 
mifing  that  the  General,  his  rela¬ 
tions,  and  friends  fhould  be  allow¬ 
ed  every  latitude  of  defence,  as 

there 
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there  was  no  one  who  did  not 
defire  to  find  him  guiltlefs. 

The  tribunate,  the  fenate  and 
the  legifiative  body,  all  prefented 
addreffes  to  the  firft  conful,  vying 
with  each  other  in  bombaftic 
terms  and  fervile  fentiments.  They 
all  concurred  in  alluring  him,  that 
thirty  millions  of  Frenchmen  were 
full  of  inquietude  and  alarm  at 
an  attempt,  which  by  menacing 
his  life,  expofed  to  imminent 
danger  the  peace,  the  happinefs, 
and  the  glory  of  the  country. 
They  conjured  him  not  to  give, 
as  he  had  hitherto  done,  all  his 
cares  to  the  people,  but  to 
beftow  fome  portion  on  his  own 
precious  life,  which  had  been  fo 
often  menaced,  and  fo  often  mi- 
raculoully  preferved  by  the  fpecial 
interpofition  of  that  watchful 
genius  which  prefided  over  the 
deftinies  of  the  nation.  Hints 
were  given  of  a  new  era  in  hiftory 
which  was  to  commence  from 
him,  and  he  was  advifed  to  revive 
fuch  a  portion  of  the  pad  order  of 
things,  as  he  hiinfelf  fhould  judge 
ufeful  and  necefifary  to  the  prefen t. 
This  was  pretty  plainly  fuggefting 
to  Bonaparte  the  affurnption  of 
regal  authority ;  and  in  his  anfwer 
to  the  fenate,  he  let  it  appear  that 
the  fame  fubjedf  had  occupied  his 
contemplations,  when  he  profefled 
^reat  indifference  as  to  his  own 

O 

life,  but  acknowledged  his  fears 
led  an  abrupt  termination  of  it 
fhould  place  the  great  people  whofe 
firft  magiftrate  he  was,  in  a 
dangerous  and  uncertain  halation  ; 
for,  faid  he,  the  confpiracy  was 
principally  directed  againft  the 
->lorv,  the  freedom,  and  the  def- 
times  of  the  French  nation. 

The  foidiers  of  the  confular 
ruard,  and  thofe  of  the  garrifoft 


of  Paris  had  an  audience,  and 
made  an  addrefs  through  the 
medium  of  Cefar  Berthier,  the 
chief  of  the  ftaff.  The  mayor 
and  other  officers  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Seine,  and  thole  of 
feveral  public  eftablifhments,  in 
and  about  Paris,  prefented  fimilar 
homage.  The  clergy  of  Paris, 
by  the  mouth  of  their  archbilhop, 
the  Cardinal  de  Belloy,  rather 
exceeded  than  fell  fhort  of  the 
laity  in  adulation.  They  declared 
that,  as  minifters  of  religion,  they 
fhould  always  make  it  their  glory 
to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  committed  to  the  care 
of  Bonaparte,  that  their  duty 
toward  him  was,  fubmiflion  and 
gratitude.  Several  other  corpo¬ 
rate  bodies  fent  addreffes,  and  the 
members  of  the  national  inftitution, 
and  the  officers  of  the  government 
guard,  added  to  their  felicitations 
to  the  firft  eonful  a  feparate 
addrefs  to  Madame  Bonaparte, 
who  received  them  moft  graci- 
onfly,  and  made  a  becoming  reply. 
To  clofe  this  account  of  fulfome 
addreffes,  we  fhall  notice  that  from 
the  flotilla  which  was  figned  by 
admirals  Bruix  and  Lacroffe  and 
the  captains  ferving  under  them 
at  Boulogne.  They  expreffed  the 
moft  lively  indignation  againft 
the  perfidy  of  Great  Britain,  and 
faid,  “  Yes,  citizen  firft  eonful, 
“  the  French  flotilla  fhall  bound 
<(  over  the  fhort  {pace  which 
“  feparates  us  from  thofe  fhores 
“  which  are  deftined  to  be  a 
<(  new  theatre  for  the  triumphs 
i(  of  the  brave  armies  of  the 
i(  republic.  In  vain  will  the 
“  fleets  of  the  enemy  endeavour 
t!  to  oppofe  our  paffage ;  you 
i(  have  calculated  it ;  the  means 
tc  are  ready  ;  give  but  the  order, 

and 
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and  the  event  (hall  prove  to  all 
*f  Europe  that  every  thing  is  pof- 
fible  which  your  genius  can 
e<  conceive,  and  which  is  intruded 
tf<  to  Frenchmen  to  execute, 
The  right  wing  of  the  fame  ar¬ 
mament  dating  an  addrefs  from 
Oftend,  exprefied  their  hatred  of 
Moreau,  Pichegru,  and  Georges, 
and  with  refped  to  England,  de¬ 
clared  that  they  waited  with  im¬ 
patience  for  the  moment  when  the 
firft  conful  fhould  proclaim  the  hour 
of  vengeance. 


g  ^  Thefe  gratulatory  homages 
did  not  f°  much  engrofs  the 
attention  of  government  as 
to  make  them  neglect  the  purfnit 
of  the  perfons  inculpated.  Some 
fufpicion  had  been  thrown  on  their 
narrative  by  the  fuppofition  that 
Pichegru  was  not  in  France,  but 
before  the  end  of  the  month,  all 
doubt  was  removed  by  the  arrefL 
of  that  general,  the  means  and 
piode  of  which  are  thus  related. 
He  had  hired  of  one  Le  Blanc,  a 
broker,  a  fmall  apartment  at 
an. enormous  price,  relying  on  his, 
fidelity  and  attachment.  Le  Blanc, 
however,  obtained  an  introdu&ion 
to  Murat,  governor  of  Paris,  and 
brother  in  law  of  Bonaparte,  and 
having  obtained  from  him  a  pro- 
mife  of  100,000  livres  betrayed 
his  gueft.  By  Le  Blanc’s  contri¬ 
vance,  fix  gens  d’armes  who  had 
been  fecreted  in  the  houfe,  entered 
Pichegru’s  apartment  while  he  was 
afleep,  and  fecured  his  piftols  and 
dagger  which  were  laid  on  a  night 
table  near  his  bed.  Awakened 
by  their  noife,  the  general  fprang 
from  his  bed,  naked  and.  unarmed, 
and  inflead  of  yielding  to  their 
fummofis  to  furrender,  defended 
himfelf  bravely.  Wounded,  and 
at  lad  exhautte.d  by  fatigue  and 
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lofs  of  blood,  he  was  obliged  to 
capitulate,  and  become  a  prifoner, 
on  condition  that  he  fhould  not  be 
led  through  the  ftreets  in  irons, 
nor  have  his  hands  tied.  He  un¬ 
derwent  a  fhort  interrogatory, 
which  produced  nothing  fatisfac- 
tory  to  his  enemies,  and  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon. 

The  following  day,  at 
the  recommendation  of  go¬ 
vernment,  the  legiflature  paffed  a 
law,  that  any  perfon  concealing 
Georges  or  any  of  the  fixty  indi¬ 
viduals  who  were  named  as  par¬ 
ticipators  in  his  plot,  fhould  be 
conlidered  as  principals  in  guilt. 
All  perfons  were  to  come  within 
the  penalties  of  this  law,  who  from 
the  time  of  its  publication  fhould 
fecretly  receive,  conceal  or  keep 
any  of  the  perfons  in  queftion,  un- 
lefs,  within  twenty-four  hour® 
from  the  moment  of  their  being 
fo  received,  the  parties  gave  notice 
to  the  police.  And  ail  perfons 
who,  at  any  time  before  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  that  law,  had  received  Pi¬ 
chegru  or  any  of  his  accomplices, 
were  to  give  notice  to  the  police, 
within  eight  days,  on  pain  of  fix 
years  imprifonment  in  irons.  This 
cruel  law  was  recommended  to  the 
tribunate  by  Trielhard,  and  |p 
the  legiflative  body  by  Simon,  in 
fpeeches  of  much  art ;  but  the  la-* 
hour  was  needlefs ;  each  body  by 
its  prefident  returned  an  anfwer 
of  moll  abjedl  compliance,  the  law 
was  carried  without  a  diffenting 
voice. 

To  aid  the  operation  of  this 
ftatute,  the  police  caufed  it  to  b# 
printed,  polled  and  publilhed  with 
more  than  ufual  probation  and  affi- 
duity,  and  the  office  was  to  be  open 
for  communications  from  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning  till  mid¬ 
night. 
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night.  They  published,  befide,  a 
minute  defcription  of  the  perfon, 
gait  and  habits  of  Georges ;  they 
placed  officers  all  along  the  walls 
of  Paris,  fo  that  nobody  could  pafs 
the  barriers  by  night,  and  by  day 
every  paffiport  was  rigoroufly  ex¬ 
amined,  and  every  perfon  and  vehi¬ 
cle  carefully  infpeHed  by  officers 
of  police,  adjutants  and  military 
officers.  Daftly,  an  or  donna  nee 
ijnas  publifhed  by  Dubois,  prefect 
of  the  police,  affirming  that  Georges 
was  ftill  in  Paris,  and  commanding 
all  perfons  to  make  known  to  the 
police  fuch  individuals  as  might 
be  liable  to  fufpicion,  who  refided 
with  them,  or  in  their  neighbour¬ 
hood.  Mailers  of  furnifhed  houfes 
were  ordered  to  examine  every  in¬ 
dividual  lodging  with  them,  and 
to  fee  they  had  complied  with  the 
regulations  of  police,  and  that 
there  was  nothing  fufpicious  about 
them,  and  the  drivers  of  hackney 
coaches  were  informed,  that  thefe 
perfons  made  frequent  ufe  of  their 
carriages. 

,  Thefe  multiplied  pre- 

,  cautions  produced,  at 
1  arC  length,  the  defired  effedl. 
Georges,  and  his  confidential 
iriend,  Leridan  the  younger,  were 
flopped  in  a  chaife,  in  one  of  the 
Squares  in  Paris,  intending,  it  was 
fuppofed,  to  pafs  the  Barrier,  by 
means  of  a  falfe  paffiport,  and  efcape 
through  the  country.  Georges 
fhot  the  police  officer  who  hopped 
him  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  wounded 
another  who  endeavoured  to  lay 
hold  on  him.  He  w'as  however, 
at  length,  after  much  more  refin¬ 
ance,  overpowered,  fecured  and 
conveyed  to  prifon.  A  lift  was 
now  publilhed  naming  and  def- 
cribing  thirty-nine  perfons  who 
had  been  arrefted  or  were  pux- 


fued  in  Paris  as  accomplices  In 
the  plot;  but  arrefts  much  more 
numerous,  amounting,  it  is  faid,  to 
near  five  thoufand  perfons  were 
made  at  Rouen,  Hamburgh,  Mentz, 
Helvoetfluys,  the  Hague-,  and  many 
other  places  within  the  compafs  or 
under  the  controul  of  France. 

The  efforts  of  .the  French  go. 
verninent  were  moft  adli vely  em¬ 
ployed,  in  every  diredfion,  in 
turning  to  advantage  this  great 
event,  in  which  contrivance  and 
fortune  had  fo  happily  co-operated 
for  their  benefit.  The  points 
chiefly  aimed  at  were,  the  af- 
fumption  of  an  unlimited  afeen- 
dancy  in  all  the  cabinets  of  Europe, 
to  the  utter  exclufion  of  England, 
and  the  .eftablifhment  of  Bonaparte 
on  the  throne  of  France.  The 
gratification  of  private  malice  and 
perfonal  revenge  was  alfo  amply 
attended  to,  but  that  wras  more 
within  reach,  and  attainable  with 
lefs  effort  than  the  other  two  oh? 
jedls. 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out 
that  the  anfwrers  of  Bonaparte  tq 
fome  of  the  addreffes  fhevved  his 
ftrong  inclination  to  be  invited  to 
affume  the  fovereignty,  and  fome 
of  thofe  who  prefented  congratu¬ 
lations  appeared  to  be  well  ap- 
prifed  of,  and  perfectly  ready  tq 
accede  to  his  wifhes.  Still  myf- 
tery  and  reftraint  were  deemed 
neceffary,  and  perhaps  fome  appre- 
henfions  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
royalift  and  jacobin  parties  who 
would  be  alike  indignant  at  the 
donation  of  the  throne  to  a 
foreigner,  unallied  in  any  refpeft, 
to  the  old  dynafty,  occafioned  a 
great  degree  of  caution.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cuftom  of  France,  the 
ftate  of  the  public  mind  wras  firft 
effayed  by  unauthorized  publi¬ 
cations! 
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cations,  fueh  as  might  produce 
effect  if  they  fucceeded,  or  if  they 
failed,  would  not  require  a  dis¬ 
avowal,  fince  no  individual  who 
had  a  public  chara&er  had  ever 
acknowledged  them.  Thus  in  a 
difcufiion  on  a  pi&ure  of  Jacob’s 
dream,  the  prophecy  of  the  patri¬ 
arch’s  pofleflion  and  fovereignty 
over  the  land  was  applied  to  Bo¬ 
naparte  and  to  France;  while  ano¬ 
ther  writer  was  indignant  that  fo 
great  a  hero  fhould  be  compared 
to  the  run-a-way  fhepherd  who 
had  defrauded  his  elder  brother  of 
his  birth-right,  but  infilled  that 
the  firft  conful  was  intitled  to  fo- 
\ereign  power  by  his  great  deeds 
and  great  merits,  and  could  have 
no  opponents  to  his  claim  but  the 
impure  relidue  of  the  difgraced  and 
difcomhted  jacobins,  or  the  ft  ill 
more  defpicable  agents  of  War- 
fa  w,  and  fragments  of  the  royal 
catholic,  army  of  Conde. 

Such  infults  on  the  exiled  family 
of  the  Bourbons  did  not  proceed 
trom  the  mere  fpleen  and  groflnefs 
of  the  writers,  but  were  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  the  views  and  aifts  of 
Bonaparte.  His  brother  Lucien 
had,  about  this  time,  been  fent  on  a 
myfterious  e  mb  a  fly  to  various 
parts  of  the  Continent,  and  at  laft 
was  placed  at  Rome,  an  event  that 
excited  much  conjecture,  but  about 
which  no  1’atis  faCtory  opinion 
could,  for  the  prefent,  be  formed. 
Laforet,  the  French  minifter  at 
Berlin,  had  frequent  audiences  with 
the  minifter  Haugwitz,  the  object 
of  which,  as  publicly  announced, 
was  to  demand  that  Louis  XVIII. 
who  was  refiding  at  Warfavv, 
(hould  be  fent  prifoner  into  France 
as  implicated  in  the  lateconfpiracy, 
but  it  was  faid  that  the  court  of 


Pruflia  refufed  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
pofal. 

But  if  Bonaparte  was  difap- 
pointed  by  the  unexpected  refufal 
of  the  viftim  he  had  thus  de¬ 
manded,  he  found  means  to  fatiate 
his  thirft  for  blood  by  the  facrificc 
of  one  of  the  Bourbon  family,  in 
a  manner,  confidering  all  its  cir- 
cumftances,  fcarcely  rivalled,  and 
certainly  not  exceeded  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  the  mod  favage  deftroyer 
that  ever  fcourged  the  human  race- 
Louis  Antoine  Henri  de  Bourbon, 
due  d’Enghien,  foxi  of  the  prince 
of  Conde,  was  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  age.  Following  the 
fortunes  of  his  family,  he  had 
emigrated  at  an  early  age,  and 
during  the  whole  of  the  laft  war 
had  ferved  with  diftindiou  in  the 
royaiift  army.  Nature  had  been 
liberal  in  the  endowment  of  his 
perfon,  and  his  mind  was  enriched 
by  many  virtues,  and  adorned  with 
the  acquirements  ot  a  liberal  and 
judicious  education.  At  the  end 
of  the  war,  he  had  fought  a  retreat, 
in  the  dominions  of  the  elector  of 
Baden,  where  he  lived  in  a  ftate 
of  cautious  privacy,  avoiding  alike 
that  activity  which  would  have 
expofed  him  to  fufpicion,  and  that 
publicity  which  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  him  the  objeCt  of  mortifying 
curiofity  or  of  illiberal  reflection. 
Early  in  the  prefent  year,  ?  . 
feeling  the  irkfomenels  of  pqa/ 
his  lituation,  and  the 
difgraceful  oblivion  to  which  he 
feemed  to  be  configned,  he  had 
w  ritten  to  the.  Britifh  minifter  at 
Vienna,  foliciting  to  be  employed 
in  the  armies  of  his  majefty,  in 
any  way  that  might  be  thought 
proper,  and  he  declared  that  as  he 
could  have  no  individual  nor  family 

intereifc 
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intereb  to  advance,  his  hopes  were 
limited  to  the  obtainment  of  a 
commiffion  in  the  army,  or  any 
other  honourable  employment  that 
government  might  be  pleafed  to 
affign. 

,  While  the  duke  was 

1 5  .  thus  employing  himfelf, 

March-  in  the  fuppofed  fecurity 
which  a  neutral  territory  biould 
afford,  a  party  of  1500  French 
dragoons,  headed  by  Caulincourt, 
an  aid-de-camp  of  Bonaparte, 
croffed  the  Rhine  in  the  night,  in 
three  divifions.  They  obliged  the 
guards  of  the  eledor  to  open  to 
them  the  gates  of  Offenburg  and  of 
Ettenheim  where  the  duke  had 
fixed  his  abode,  and  proceeding  to 
his  houfe,  feized  him  and  a  few  old 
priefts  and  invalids  who  dwelt  with 
him,  and  loading  his  feet  and 
hands  with  irons,  immediately  re¬ 
palled  the  river  and  conveyed  him 
a  prifoner  into  France.  With  the 
utmoft  rapidity,  without  fleep  and 
in  fetters,  he  was  obliged  to  travel 
day  and  night,  until  he  reached 
Paris.  When  his  guards  brought 
him  to  the  Temple,  they  found 
an  order,  in  obedience  to  which, 
they  immediately  carried  him  away 

n  to  the  cable  of  Vincennes. 
2  I  it 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  there, 
a  military  committee  compofed  of 
feven  perfons,  fele&ed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  by  Murat,  repaired  to  the 
cable  to  try,  or  rather  to  order 
him  for  execution.  In  his  abfence 
the  charges  againb  him,  and  the 
proofs  in  fupport  of  them  were 
read.  The  charges  were,  1  b,  hav¬ 
ing  borne  arms  againb  the  repub¬ 
lic  ;  2d,  having  offered  his  fervices 
to  England ;  3d,  having  received 
and  confpired  with  agents  of 
England;  4th,  having  put  him¬ 
felf  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  emu 

5 


grants  in  the  pay  of  England  in 
Fribourg  and  Baden;  5th,  having 
endeavoured  by  correfpondences 
with  Strafburgh,  to  caufe  infur- 
re&ions  in  the  neighbouring  de¬ 
partments,  to  make  a  diverfion 
in  favour  of  England ;  and  6th., 
having  aided  the  late  confpiracy 
againb  the  life  of  the  firb  conful. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  reading 
of  thefe  charges  and  papers  that 
the  prifoner  was  admitted  into  the 
court ;  and  then,  the  report  of  the 
trial  publifhed  by  the  French 
government  fays,  he  was  interro¬ 
gated  and  allowed  to  make  his  de¬ 
fence  ;  bur  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  interrogatory  or  of  the  defence 
no  information  was  ever  given. 
Indeed  it  appears  that  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  prince  was  brought  to  his 
trial  rather  dead  than  alive  ;  ex- 
haubed  with  fatigue,  with  the? 
weight  of  his  irons,  and  with  want 
of  beep  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  with 
difficulty  he  could  keep  his  eyes 
open.  The  court,  without  much 
deliberation,  found  him  guilty  of 
all  the  charges,  and  fentenced  him 
to  death.  The  fame  night,  he 
was  taken  from  his  dungeon,  led, 
at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  by 
torch-light,  to  the  wood  of  Vin¬ 
cennes,  and  by  the  Italian  foldiers 
in  the  iervice  of  Bonaparte,  inhu¬ 
manly  foot.  He  met  his  fate  with 
a  calmnefs  and  bravery  chara&er- 
ibic  of  his  illubrious  houfe.  He 
heard  the  fentence  pronounced  on 
him  with  dignified  compofure,  is 
faid  in  his  way  to  the  place  of  ex¬ 
ecution,  to  have  expreffed  joy  that 
his  murderers  were  to  be  foreign¬ 
ers  and  not  Frenchmen,  refufed  to 
permit  a  bandage  to  be  placed  over 
his  eyes,  and  when  the  mulkets 
were  pointed  at  him,  advifed  the 
foldiers  to  level  them  lower,  as  they 

would 
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would  otherwife  only  wound,  or 
mifs  him.  In  his  lad  hours  he  was 
allowed  to  have  the  attendance  of 
a  pried,  but  with  the  barbarity 
and  meannefs  i'o  often  difplayed  by 
the  French,  in  revolutionary  times, 
they  were  not  allowed  to  be  alone 
together,  nor  to  have  any  inter- 
courfe  but  in  a  tone  of  voice  fuf- 
ficiently  loud  to  be  heard  by  the 
bye  -danders. 

The  effeft  of  this  event  formed 
a  driking  con  trad  to  that  of  the 
difcovery  of  the  confpiracy. 
Gloom  overfpread  every  counte¬ 
nance,  and  filence  difled  every 
emotion.  No  one  ventured  to 
congratulate  the  firfi  conful  on  his 
efcape,  or  on  the  dedrutdion  of  his 
mortal  enemy  ;  no  one  dared  to 
blame,  and  no  one  was  allowed 
to  vindicate  the  a<51.  The  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  trial  and  the  execution 
were  fird  imparted  in  papers 
printed  out  of  France,  for  it  was 
not  until  feveral  days  after  the 
event,  that  the  Paris  newfpapers 
contained  any  narrative  on  the 
fubjed.  In  private,  where  men 
could  venture  to  intimate  an  opi¬ 
nion,  every  one  declared  his  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  aft,  and  every 
Frenchman  fought  to  alleviate  his 
portion  of  the  burthen  of  national 
infamy,  by  congratulating  himfelf 
that  he  was  not  one  of  the  Italians 
who  had  performed  this  talk  of 
midnight  butchery.  In  foreign 
countries,  where  any  free  opinion 
could  be  expreded,  the  murder  was 
ftigm«tcized  in  becoming  terms, 
and  in  fome,  folemn  funeral  ob- 
fequies  were  performed  in  honour 
of  the  victim.  The  grofs  violation 
of  neutral  territory  occafioned 
fome  remondrances,  which  will  be 
noticed  in  a  fubfequent  page. 

Amidft  the  profound  fenfation 


occafioned  by  this  mod  wicked 
tranfa&ion,  the  ruler  of  France  was 
ufing  every  effort  to  fecure  and 
accelerate  the  completion  of  his 
great  defire,  that  of  being  pro¬ 
claimed  emperor  of  the  French. 
His  acquaintance  with  the  people 
on  whom  he  was  to  praftife,  en¬ 
abled  him  to  know  that  it  was 
not  politic  to  allow  too  much  time 
for  the  formation  of  deliberate 
opinions,  but  that  it  was  fit  that 
he  fhould  avail  himfelf  of  the  agi¬ 
tation  which  engaged  every  mind, 
and  by  a  fucceffion  of  furprizes 
gain  the  objeft  for  which  he  was 
fa  anxious. 

This  important  propo-  ^  * 
fition  was  introduced  to 
the  tribunate  by  Curee,  ^)ri  * 
the  member  who  drd  expreded  in¬ 
dignation  at  the  fuppofed  treafcn 
of  Moreau.  He  fubmitted  it  for¬ 
mally  as  a  motion  of  order,  con¬ 
taining  three  propofnions,  the  mod 
material  of  which  were  that  the 
government  of  the  republic  fhould 
be  entruded  to  an  emperor,  and 
that  empire  fhould  be  hereditary- 
in  the  family  of  Napoleon  Bona-* 
parte.  On  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  difcuffiori, 

Curee  prefaced  his  motion  by  a 
prepared  fpeech,  in  which  he  had 
confiderable  difficulties  to  encoun¬ 
ter.  Addreffing  himfelf  to  an  af. 
fembly  of  profeded  republicans, 
whom  in  his  outfet  he  dyled  citi¬ 
zens,  he  had  to  recommend  .’he 
re-edablifhment  of  a  throne,  and 
while  he  was  to  paint  in  glowing 
colours  the  advantages  of  a  mo- 
narchial  government,  he  was  to 
juftify  the  overthrow  of  a  throne 
edablifhed  during  fourteen  centu¬ 
ries,  and  affign  a  preference  to  a 
new  man,  whofe  perfon  and  fa¬ 
mily  had  not  been  known  ten  years. 

Hit 
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His  fpeech  was  confequently  a  tnix- 
ture  of  the  extravagant  bombad 
which  had  prevailed  fo  much  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  of  an  obfcure  and 
fenfelefs  jargon,  mixed  with  fpe- 
cious  promifes  and  aufpicious  pro-^ 
phecies.  He  fpoke  with  enthu- 
fiafm  of  that  memorable  epoch 
of  the  French  revolution,  when 
the  people,  with  an  unanimous 
movement,  and  with  a  voice, 
powerful  as  that  of  the  Creator 
on  the  fird  day  of  exigence  of 
the  univerfe,  cried,  “  let  equality 
s(  be  eftablifhed,  let  privileges  dif- 
ec  appear  ;  and  let  the  nation  be 
s(  what  it  ought  be.’ *  This  im¬ 
pious  trafh  was  fucceeded  by  an 
hiftorical  iketch,  in  which  the  date 
of  the  kingdom  was  traced  from 
the  days  of  Charlemagne,  all  its 
woes  being  afcribed  to  the  invest¬ 
ment  of  the  monarchy  in  one  of  the 
mod  powerful  families  of  the 
feudal  fyltem,  and  it  was  men¬ 
tioned  as  the  greated  fault  com¬ 
mitted  in  1789,  that  the  people 
left  the  fovereign  power  in  the 
hands  of  a  family  eflentially  feudal. 
From  fuch  reafonings  what  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  derived  ?  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  purfue  the  details  : 
the  conclufion  was,  an  earned  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  motions  Cu- 
ree  had  propofed.  Having  given 
a  view  of  the  evils  under  which 
France  had  laboured  fince  the  re¬ 
volution,  and  the  alarms  of  the 
prefent  times,  he  fa  id.  What  fe- 
curity  can  we  give  to  the  people 
ngaind  the  fear  of  fo  many  woes  ? 
What  remedy  can  we  apply  to  fuch 
numerous  evils  ?  The  opinion  of 
the  army,  and  that  of  the  whole 
people.  An  hereditary  fuccddon 
in  a  family  rendered  illudrious  by 
the  revolution,  confecrated  by 


liberty  and  equality,  in  the  family 
of  a  chief  who  was  the  fird  fol- 
dier,  before  he  became  the  fird 
magidrate  of  the  republic,  a  chief 
who  would  always  have  been  emi¬ 
nently  didinguifhed  by  his  civil 
qualities,  even  if  he  had  not  filled 
the  whole  world  with  the  fame  of 
his  arms,  and  the  fplendor  of  his 
victories. 

Almod  all  the  members  of  the 
tribunate  expreffed  a  defire  to  fpeak 
on  the  occafion,  but  all  who  de~ 
fired  could  not  be  heard nor  in¬ 
deed  was  it  necdfary,  for  one 
only  ventured  to  raife  his  voice 
againd  theprcpofitionofCuree,  and 
that  one  was  Carnot.  His  difcourfe, 
is  intitled  to  fome  notice,  not  for 
its  own  value,  lor  it  is  feeble  in 
argument,  and  trite  in  expreffion, 
but  as-  the  lad  effort  made  in  a 
public  affembly  in  France,  to  give 
a  preference  to  the  republican,  over 
the  monarchial  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  From  the  moment,  faid 
Carnot,  when  it  was  propofed  to 
the  French  people  to  vote  on  the 
quedion  of  the  confulate  for  life,  it 

j. 

was  eafy  for  every  man  to  perceive 
that  there  was  a  defign  in  referve, 
and  to  anticipate  a  further  aim. 
In  faff,  fince  that  time,  we  have 
witneffed  in  rapid  fucceffion,  a 
crowd  of  inditutions,  evidently, 
monarchial,  but  when  any  one  of 
them  was  propofed,  care  was  taken 
fpeedily  to  lull  thofe  who  were 
uneafy  on  the  fubjeCt,  by  pro tef- 
tations  that  thefe  inditutions  were 
only  devifed  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
curing  to  liberty  the  highed  and 
greated  podible  protection.  But 
at  this  day,  we  fee  clearly  dif- 
clofed  the  end  of  all  thefe  pre¬ 
liminary  meafures.  Without  dif- 
cufiing  the  preference  due  to  a 
republican  or  a  monarchial  govern¬ 
ment  3 
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meM ;  lie  obferved  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  arguments  produced  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  latter,  reduced  them, 
fel  ves  to  an  aflertion  that  with¬ 
out  it  no  means  could  exift  of  fe- 
curing  the  (lability  of  government, 
and  the  public  tranquillity ;  of 
avoiding  internal  difcord,  and 
uniting  all  the  powers  of  the  Hate 
againft  foreign  enemies.  On  this 
point,  he  obferved,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  an  individual  was  not, 
in  any  refpeft,  a  pledge  of  liabi¬ 
lity  or  quiet  ;  the  duration  of  the 
Roman  empire  was  not  longer  than 
that  of  the  Roman  republic.  But 
during  the  imperial  dominion,  in¬ 
ternal  commotions  were  greater  ; 
crimes  were  more  multiplied  ;  and 
for  the  republican  pride,  heroifm, 
and  ail  the  manly  virtues,  were 
fubftituted  a  ridiculous  oftentation, 
vile  adulation,  unbounded  avarice, 
and  an  undifguifed  indifference  to 
the  national  profperiry.  What  re¬ 
medy  could  be  fapplied  by  heredi¬ 
tary  fucceflion  ?  Was  it  not  con¬ 
fide  red  as  the  legal  inheritance  of 
the  houfe  of  Auguftus  ?  Was  not 
a  Domitian  the  Ion  of  Vefpafian  ; 
a  Caligula  of  Germanicus  ;  and  a 
Commodus  of  Marcus  Aurelius  ? 
And  although  the  late  royal  family 
of  France  had  maintained  thenj- 
felves  on  the  throne  eight  hundred 
years,  how  many  internal  com¬ 
motions  had  attended  its  fvvay ; 
how  many  foreign  wars  founded 
on  pretended  rights  of  fucceflion, 
arifing  out  of  marriages  between 
that  royal  family,  and  tliofe  fo¬ 
reign  fovereigns  }  After  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  Carnot  continued,  Bo¬ 
naparte  had  the  choice  between  a 
republic  or  a  monarchy  ;  but  he 
had  fworn  to  defend  the  former, 
and  to  refpeff  the  withes  of  France, 
which  had  made  him  their  guar¬ 


dian.  Now  it  was  propofed  to 
make  of  that  power  a  property, 
of  which  at  prefent,  only  the  admi- 
niftration  is  pofTefTecjL  The  Roman* 
were  moft  jealous  of  their  liberty, 
and  Cam  ill  us,  Fabius  and  Cincin- 
natus  only  faved  the  country  be- 
caufe  they  relinquifhed  the  power 
which  had  been  confided  to  them, 
after  they  had  faved  their  coun¬ 
try-  But  the  liberty  of  Rome 
perifhed  as  foon  as  Cpefar  wifhed 
to  ufurp  abfolute  power.  He  cited 
the  example  of  the  United  States.  It 
was  referved  for  the  new  world  to 
fhew  to  the  old  the  practicability 
of  a  nation's  enjoying  liberty,  and 
tie  riling  prosperity  of  the  peop'ej 
and  the  deftinies  to  which  they  ap. 
pea  red  to  •  be  called,  left  no  doubt 
remaining  of  the  exigence  of  that 
truth.  After  difeuffing  a  variety 
of  general  principles,  Carnot  made 
fome  .  particular  obfervations. 
4i  Will  the  opinion  of  the  public 
“  functionaries,”  he  faid,  “  be 
*c  the.  flee  wife  of  the  whole 
nation  ?  Will  there  not  be  in- 
“  conveniencies  attending  the  ex. 
i(  preffion  of  an  oppofite  fenti- 
“  ment  ?  Is  the  liberty  of  the 
((  prefs  fo  much  retrained  and  de- 
0  graded,  that  it  will  be  impof- 
f‘  fible  to  make,  in  the  public 
“  prints,  the  moft  refpe&ful  re- 
Ci  monftrances  againft  the  pro- 
“  pofed  arrangement  f"  He  then 
coniidered  the  queftion  in  another 
point  of  view.  He  afked,  if  the 
cxpulfion  of  the  Bourbons  at  all  in¬ 
volved  the  neccfti ty  of  a  new  dy- 
nafty  ;  if  the  eftablifhment  of  that 
dynafty  would  not  place  obftacles 
in  the  wav  of  a  general  o*  ace  ;  if 
it  would  be  recognized  by  foreign 
powers,  and  if  in  cafe  of  a  retulal 
to  recognize  it,  arms  would  ne- 
celfarily  be  reforted  to,  and  for 
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an  empty  title  the  fecurity  of  the 
French  nation  would  not  perhaps 
be  endangered  ?’5 

This  fpeech  was  heard  with  in- 
dign  at  ion  by  molt  of  the  members 
of  the  trih&nate,  and  in  their  re¬ 
plies,  many  of  them  indulged  in 
fevere  reflexions  on  the  principles 
and  motives  of  Carnot,  who  had, 
neverthelefs,  taken  all  proper  pre¬ 


caution  to  fhield  himfelf  againft 


mifmter  retation,  by  palling  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  Bonaparte, 
and  by  profeffing  his  determination 
to  live,'  as  he  always  had,  quietly 
and  peaceably  under  the  govern 
ment  to  be  eftablifhed,  however 
he  might  difapprove  of  its  forms. 

Carnot  alone  diffenting,  the  tri- 

v  O  J 

bunate  paffed  refolutlons  declaring 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  emperor  of 
the  French,  the  title  and  imperial 
authority  to  be  hereditary  in  the 
male  line,  according  to  the  order 
of  primogeniture. 

i  The  conferva  five  fenate 

Jth 

found  no  difficulty  in  adopt- 

ing  the  meafure  which  had 
paffed  the  tribunate.  Indeed  their 
opinions  feemed  to  have  preceded 
thofe  of  the  other  body  of  legiila- 
tors,  for  when  the  orators  of  the 
tribunate  attended  them  to  com¬ 
municate  the  refolutions  they  had 
paffed,  the  vice  prefident  of  the 
fenate  ffiid,  that,  although  he 
could  not  for  the  moment  lift  the 
veil  which  covered  the  labours  of 
the  body  over  which  he  prefided, 
he  ceuld  give  an  affurance  that 


many  days  ago,  that  body  had 


called  to  the  confideration  of  this 
important  topic  the  in  tire  atten¬ 


tion  of  the  chief  magiftrate. 

O 


When  the  veil  was  withdrawn, 
it  appeared  that  in  the  courfe  of 
an  addrefs  on  another  fubjeX, 


the  fenate  had  given  fome  ^  , 

t  n  1 i  m  n  t  m  n  c  fn  t  1a  A  f  f  r  ilr  • 

March. 


intimations  to  the  find 
conful  of  their  wifh  that 
he  fhould  affume  the  fovereign 
rank.  Anxious  that  the  ^  , 
difeuflion  of  a  fubjebt  fo  2?X  \ 
interefling  fhould  not  be  * 
allowed  to  deep,  Bonaparte  font  a 
meffage  to  the  fenate,  requefting 
them  freely  to  open  to  him  their 
whole  mind  upon  it  ;  he  was  de- 
firous,  he  faid,  that  on  the  next 
14th  of  July  the  government 
might  have  to  fay  to  the  people  ; 
On  this  day  fifteen  years,  by 
a  fpontaneOus  movement,  you 
flew  to  arms,  and  acquired  li¬ 
berty,  equality  and  glory. 
Thefe,  the  greateft  property  of 
nations,  being  fecured  above  all 
danger,  it  remains  only  to  put 
an  end  to  the  plots  of  our  mod 
mortal  enemies,  by  the  adop- 
(C  tion  of  every  thing  which  the 
experience  of  ages  and  of  na¬ 
tions  has  demonftrated  to  be 
t(  neceffary  to  guarantee  thofe 
rights  which  the  people  have 
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“  deemed  neceffarv  to  their  dig- 
<c  nity, 


their  freedom  and  their 
“  welfare.”  In  their  reply,  the 
fenate  came  fully  to  the  point  de- 
fired,  and  after  a  long  panegyric 
on  hereditary  royalty,  declared 
that  glory,  gratitude,  love,  rea- 


fon,  and  the  interefts  of  the  nation 


all  concurred  in  proclaiming  Na¬ 
poleon  Bonaparte  hereditary  em¬ 
peror.  This  reply  was  given  on 
the  day  the  tribunate  fent  their 
orators,  and  in  courfe  denoted  the 
concurrence  of  the  fenate  in  their 
refolves.  The  municipality  of  Pa¬ 
ris  alfo  prefen  ted  an  addrefs,  in 
which  they  talked  of  their  fears ; 
they  were  watched  by  implacable 
enemies,  who  were  capable  of  hor¬ 
rid 
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and  durable 
gent  :  th 

o 


i  S  th 


rid  plots  and  who  would  never 
ceafe  to  contrive  their  ruin,  until 
the  nation  fnould  derive  fecurby 
from  in.ftitutions,  ftrong,  generous 
;  the  occafion  was  uf- 
was  not  a  moment  to 

be  loft. 

All  per  Tons  thus  concur- 
ring  in  fentiment,  an  or¬ 
ganic  fenatus  confultum 
was  prepared,  and  being  voted  by 
thefenare,  they  repaired,  with  the 
Conful  Cnmbaceres  at  their  head, 
to  Saint  Cloud,  to  prefent  their 
decree  to  Bonaparte,  and  greet 
him  by  the  deft  red  title  of  em¬ 
peror.  He  made  a  floor t  anfwer, 
declaring  his  acceptance  of  the 
title,  and  the  fenate,  being  -ad- 
mitted  to  Madame  Bonaparte,  con¬ 
gratulated  her  on  the  great  event. 
Proclamation  was  immediately 
made,  and  the  title  of  emperor 
was  thus  conferred  on  Bonaparte. 
The  queftion  whether  the  throne 
fhould,  orlhould  not  be  hereditary, 
was  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  people, 
and  for  that  purpofe  regifters  were 
to  be  kept  open  twelve  days  ;  but 
as  no  one  doubted  the  event,  no 
one  was  anxious  about  the  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

One  of  the  earlieft  adls  of  the 
new  emperor  was  to  conftitute  his 
brother  Jofeph,  grand  eledlor,  and 
his  brother  Louis,  conftable  of  the 
empire.  The  ex-conful  Camba¬ 
ceres  was  appointed  arch-chan¬ 
cellor,  and  the  ex-conful  Le  Brun 
arch-treafurer.  Bonaparte  addreff- 
ed  to  them  a  letter  conceived  in 
terms  of  great  kindnefs,  aftliring 
them  that,  although  their  titles 
were  changed,  their  functions,  and 
his  confidence  in  them,  remained 
unaltered,  and  he  added  that  he 
had  nothing  to  reejuire  from  them, 
but  a  continuance  of  their  wonted 


fenriments  toward  the  ft  a  re  and 
himfelf.  An  imperial  decree  was- 
i fiued,  fixing  the  titles  of  the  fe- 
vcral  branches  of  the  imperial  fa¬ 
mily,  and  great  officers  of  ft  ate. 
The  princes  and  princeftes,  and 
the  fillers  of  the  emperors,  were 
to  be  called  imperial  highnefs,  and 
they,  together  with  the  high  dig¬ 
nitaries  of  the  empire,  were  to 
have  the  title  of  Monfeigneur. 
r{  he  minifters  were  to  preferve  the 
title  of  Excellency,  and  were  by 
the  functionaries  in  their  refpec- 
tive  departments  to  bo  ft y led  Mon- 
feigneur.  The  marfhals  of  the 
empire  were  to  be  called  Monfieur 
le  Marechal,  and  when  fpoken  or 
written  to,  Monfeigneur ;  and 
the  prefident  of  the  fenate  was  to 
be  entitled  his  Excellency.  By 
another  decree,  the  dignity  of 
Marfhal  was  conferred  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  generals  :  Berthier,  Mu¬ 
rat,  Moncey,  Jourdan,  Maftena, 
Augereau,  Bernadette,  Souit, 
Brune,  Lannes,  Mortier,  Ncy, 
Davouft,  and  Beftleres  ;  and  on  the 
fenators  Kellermann,  Leiebvre, 
Perignon,  and  Serrurier.  It  oc- 
,  caftoned  no  fimall  furprize,  and 
produced  as  much  animadvtrfion, 
both  in  converfation  and  in  print, 
as  the  ftate  of  France  would  allow, 
that  in  all  thefe  tranfadf ions,  the 
name  ofLucien  Bonaparte,  to  whom 
his  brother  owed  every  thing  he 
pofitfled,  was  never  mentioned. 
Some  imagined  that  he  was  re_ 
ferved  to  play  a  great  part  in  a 
new  exhibition  of  imperial  or  royal 
dignity  which  was  in  preparation  ; 
while  others  did  not  fcruple  to 
aflfert  that  he  had  offended  his  bro¬ 
ther  Napoleon,  by  an  un refer ved 
cent ure  of  his  prefent  proceeding, 
and  that  he  was  preparing  to  retire 
into  Italy,  to  enjoy  in  privacy 
[*'*]  "  the 
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the  wealth  which  had  fallen  to  his 
ihare  in  the  courfe  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion. 

The  organic  fenatus  confultum 
already  alluded  to,  was  either  pre¬ 
pared  before  the  decree  for  making 
Bonaparte  emperor,  or  drawn  up 
with  great  difpatch  afterward.  It 
confided  of  fixteen  chapters  or  ti¬ 
tles,  fubdivided  into  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  fedions,  and  com¬ 
prizing  every  thing  which  was 
deemed  neceffary  to  give  effect  and 
a&ivity  to  the  new  arrangement?. 
As  this  document  is  given  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  this  volume  *,  it 
will  not  be  analyzed  here ;  the 
only  extrad  to  be  made  from  it, 
as  worthy  of  obfervation,  is  the 
oath  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  the 
emperor,  which  is  in  thefe  terms  ; 
ci  I  fwear  to  maintain  the  in- 
“  tegrity  of  the  territory  of  the 
ec  republic  ;  to  refped  and  to 
6S  caufe  to  be  refpeded  the  laws 
of  the  concordat  and  the  liberty 
i(  of  public  worfnip  ;  to  refped 
*s  and  to  caufe  to  be  refpeded  the 
<f  equality  of  rights,  political  and 
ec  civil  liberty,  the  irrevocability 
fe  of  the  fales  cf  national  domains  ; 
€C  to  levy  no  duty,  to  impofe  no 
<(  tax,  but  by  virtue  of  the  law-; 
to  maintain  the  inditution  of 
the  legion  of  honour  ;  and  to 
(t  have  no  view  in  governing,  but 
*s  the  intereft,  the  happinefs,  and 
u  the  glory  of  the  French  peo- 


«  pie.** 


^  Vo  add  a  mockery  of 

religion  to  the  red:  of  the 
1  burlefque  folemnities  of 


this  proceeding,  Bonaparte  addreif- 
ed  a  circular  letter  to  the  arch- 
Indio  ps  and  other  dignitaries  of  the 
church,  informing  them  that  in 


his  defire  to  make  the  new  order 
of  things  beneficial  to  the  people 
of  France,  he  relied  with  con- 
fidence  on  the  powerful  aid  of  the 
mod  high  ;  he  would  infpire  his 
fervants  with  a  defire  to  be  inftru- 
mental,  as  far  as  was  in  their 
power,  in  the  great  ends  propofed. 
They  would  enlighten  the  people 
by  their  wife  indrudions,  and  by 
preaching  to  them,  a  love  of  their 
duties,  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
the  pradice  of  every  virtue,  chrif- 
tiari  and  civil  ;  and  they  would 
call  down  the  blefiings  of  heaven 
on  the  date  and  on  its  fupreme 
ruler.  As  a  beginning,  they  were 
directed  to  order  Vent  Creator , 
and  Te  Deuin  to  be  fung  in  all  the 
churches  in  their  diocefe,  and  to 
take  care  that  all  perfons  (hould 
be  prefen t,  who  ufually  aflided  at 
fuch  ceremonies. 

Asa  further  ornament  to  . 
this  great  occafion,  a  de-  -  ' 

cree  was  alfo  ilfued,  de-  line* 
daring  certain  amnedies,  and  al¬ 
lowing  certain  pecuniary  donations, 
which  were  however  very  fniall 
in  their  amount,  and  little  confid¬ 
ent  with  the  general  affectation  of 
fplendour  which  pervaded  all  the 
preparations  for  the  coronation. 
Indeed,  the  great  expence  which 
was  known  to  be  dedined  for 
dreffes,  liveries,  jewels,  crowns, 
feeptrcs,  and  globes  on  this  occa¬ 
fion,  might,  in  fome  fort,  apolo¬ 
gize  for  the  parfimony  difplayed  in ; 
other  refpeds.  1  he  people  of  Pa¬ 
ris  awaited  this  great  day  of  re-, 
joking  with  anxious  curiodty,  al¬ 
though  other  objcds  of  confider-. 
able  importance,  were  not  wanting; 
to  fix  their  attention  and  gratify 
their  love  of  novelty. 


*  State  Papers,  p„  233. 
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Amid  the  purfuits  of  ambition, 
and  in  view  of  the  completion  of 
thofe  intrigues  which  Were  to 
carry  him  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
higheft  title,  combined  with  the 
molt  ex  ten  five  power  which  any 
man  had  ever  enjoyed,  Bonaparte 
did  not  permit  his  vengeance  to 
fleep,  or  omit  any  thing  which, 
by  whatever  means,  legal  or  fe- 
cret,  could  infure  the  definition 
,  of  thofe  he  hated.  Imme- 

Feb  diatel7  on  arre^i  Pi- 
chegru  underwent  an  inter¬ 
rogatory  before  the  prefect  of  the 
police,  to  whofe  queflions,  fome- 
times  mild  and  artificial,  at  others 


infulting  and  boifterous,  he  always 
returned  firm  and  proper  anfwers. 
The  object  of  one  part  of  the 
examination  was,  to  obtain  from 
him  a  confeifion  that  he  came  to 
France  under  the  diredlion  of  the 
French  princes,  and  for  fome  pur. 
pofe  connected  with  them  ;  but  to 
a  queftion,  what  was  his  motive 
in  leaving  England  to  come  to 
France,  he  returned  the  following 
anfwer  :  (C  It  is  now  fix  years 
*(  'fince  I  left  France  in  confe- 
“  quence  of  the  proceedings  of 
(c  Bonaparte,  whofe  hatred  againft 
i(  me  originated  on  the  13  th  Ven- 
“  demiaire  (5th  Odlober,  1795) 
“  in  confequence  of  my  having 
((  expreffed  myfelf  like  a  true 
<{  Frenchman,  on  the  events  of 
t(  that  day.  But  he,  viewing  me, 
perhaps,  as  an  obflacle  in  the 
“  way  of  his  ambition,  concurred 
t(  fpecially  in  the  proceedings  of 
“  Frudlidor,  in  confequence  of 
((  which,  I  was  banithed  from 
((  France.  Since  that  period,  I 
i(  have  travelled  through  many 
countries,  and  laflly,  I  fixed 
iC  my  abode  in  England.  Wear y 
“  of  fo  long  an  abfence  from  my 


ec  country  ;  wCary  of  the  calum- 
((  nies  which  the  French  journals 
conftantly  repeated  about  me, 
((  fometimes  faying  that  I  was  at 
fi<  the  head  of  the  armies,  and 
sc  fometimes  of  the  councils  of 
foreign  princes,’  I  thought  it 
€(  my  befl  coiirfe  to  return  to 
France.”  This  account  Was 
perhaps  true,  but  evidently  it  was 
not  the  whole  truth,  nor  ought  it 
to  be  expedled  that  a  prifoner  oa 
an  interrogatory  fhould  give  any 
account  of  his  conduct  which  would 
facilitate  proceedings  againft  him, 
and  make  his  defence  hopelefs. 
In  the  fequel,  he  was  a  Iked  re- 
fpedling  Moreau  and  Georges,  and 
exprefsly  denied  that  he  had  feen 
either  of  them  fince  his  arrival  in 
Paris.  At  the  clofe  of  this  day's 
examination,  the  prefect  addrefied 
to  the  prifoner  thefe  words  :  ((  In 
sc  terminating  this  interrogatory, 
((  I  invite,  nay,  I  fummon  you, 
((  in  the  name  of  your  own  ho- 
<(  tiouf*  to  tell  the  truth,  in  an* 
(<  fwer  to  the  queflions  I  have  put 
“  to  you  ;  I  invite  you  not  to 
<f  deny  fadts,  which  being  evident 
((  and  proved,  add  to  a  ferious 
((  offence,  the  difgraceful  varnifh. 
u  of  a  lie.  I  repeat,  that  the 
<f  fyllem  which  might  be  fuitable 
(<  to  obfeure  knaves,  is  beneath  a 
<(  man,  who,  like  you,  has  headed 
(C  the  armies  of  the  republic,  and 
(t  filled  Europe  with  the  fame  of 
<(  his  exploits.  The  crimes  fm- 
(c  puted  to  you  are  odious,  with* 
((  out  doubt,  but  reflect,  that 
(c  you  add  to  thofe  crimes  fome- 
(C  thing  bale  and  degrading,  by 
(C  perfifting  in  ufelefs  denials.” 
Pichegru  anfwered  ;  (<  The  only 
“  reflection  which  arifes  in  my 
<c  mind  from  thefe  obfervations 
“  is,  that  you  aflume^an  un* 
[.iC  3J  a  war- 
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<f  warrantable  licence,  in  taxing 

(t  my  anfwers  with  falfehood,  and 

(C  uttering:  infmuations  which  are 

ie  repugnant  to  truth/5  When 

the  interrogatory  and  anfwers 

were  read  over  to  him,  he  refilled 

to  lign  them,  alleging  that  tire 

greater  part  of  the.  quell  ion's  were 

^  infidious  and  abufive.  On 

,  *  ,  his  fecor.d  inte-rrogatorv, 

March.  ,  ,  ,  °  -  \ 

they  produced  to  confront 

Him,  feveral  peifons,  of  whom  he 
denied  all  knowledge,  nor  did  lie 
the  lefs  perfifi  jn  thefe  declarations, 
although  the  perfons  produced  al¬ 
leged  that  they  had  feen  him  in 
various  places  lin.ce  his  arrival, 
and  in  places  where  he  denied  he 
Had  ever  been,  and  accompanied 
by  perfons  with  whom  he  difid 
claimed  all  intercourfe. 

Little  fitisfied  with  the  efFed 
of  thefe  experiments/  the  govern¬ 
ment  committed  him  to  the  Tower 
of  the  Temple,  -where,  for  about, 
a  month,  the  attention  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  was  not  di reeled  toward  him, 
and  then  on  a  Hidden,  the. 
government  announced  that 
he  had  terminated  his  ex¬ 
igence  by  filicide.  The  account 
which  they  gave  of  the  event  was 
this.  In  confequence  of  his  re¬ 
peated  re  quells,  accompanied  with 
affu  ranees,  on  his  word  of  honour, 
that  he  would  make  no  attempt 
on  his  own  life,  his  guards  had 
been  removed  from  his  chamber 
during  the  night,  and  every  morn¬ 
ing,  a  boy  brought  a  faggot  to 
light  his  fire.  From  one  of  thefe. 
faggots,  Pichegru,  it  was  fa  id, 
contrived  to  fecrete  a  fiiek  of  fome 
tficknefs,  and  on  the  night  in 
which  he  carried  his  delign  into 
execution,  having  made  a  hearty 
fupper,  he  went  to  bed  about  mid¬ 
night.  Whin  the  boy  avh®  availed 


on  him  had  retired ,  Pichepru  drew 

J  o 

from  beneath  his  bolder ,  where  he 
had  fecreted  it ,  a  hi  ick  fill:  cravat y 
which  he  wound  round  his  throat, 
and  introducing  the  piece  of  Hick 
he  had  taken  from  the  faggot, 
into  the  two  ends  of  the  cravat, 
twilled  it  about  until  ifranguiation 
was  produced,  and  then  he  pre¬ 
vented  the  llick  from  returning  fo 
as  to  untwift  the  cravat,  by  plac¬ 
ing  one  end  behind  his  ear.  To 
lb  cure  all,  he  laid  down,  with  that 
ear  on  his  pillow,  and  died  in. the 
courfe  of  the  night.  One  of  the 
fientineb,  it  was  added,  heard  him 
cough  and  fpit  at  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  it 
ftruck.  him  that  the  found  was  like 
that  of  a  perfon  labouring  under 
fome  opprefiion ;  but  hearing  no 
more,  he  did  not  enter  the  room. 
At  feven,  the  turnkey  entered,  to 
light  the  fire,  but  feeing  the  pri- 
foner  a  corpfe,  he  immediately 
gave  the  alarm.  Eight  phyficians  . 
and  furgeohs  were  lent  by  the 
criminal  tribunal  to  infixed  the 
body,  and  their  report  was  pub¬ 
licly  read,  in  the  tribunal  of  the 
fed  ion ,  by  the  officer  of  health 
who  had  drawn  it  up.  This  re¬ 
port  contained  a  great  many  trifling 
and  unimportant  particulars,  fuch 
as  the  fex  of  the  corpfe,  the  height, 
the  colour  of  the  hair,  and  eye¬ 
brows  ;  it  alfo  detailed  the  Hate 
of  the  veins,  the  difeompofure  of 
the  countenance,  and  that  the 
cheek  of  the  do  coaled  had  been 
icratched  by  the  ftick,  and  they 
came  to  the  conclufion  that  he  had 
Hrangled  himfelf.  The  com  ini  Afar  v 
of  government,  after  hearing  this 
report  read,  made  a  fpeech  con¬ 
gratulating  the  tribunal  on  the 
publicity  which  had  been  given  to 
their  proceedings,  and  pronouncing 
•  *  what 
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what  would  be  the  opinion  of  pof- 
terity  refpeding  the  deceaied. 
By  order  of  the  Court,  two  of  its 
officers  fuperintended  the  funeral, 
and  depofited  the  body  in  the 
church  yard  of  Sr.  Catherine. 

With  whatever  art  and  care 
thefe  proceedings  were  drawn  up, 
the  account  they  contained  was, 
by  no  means,  fatisfa&ory  even  to 
the  people  of  France,  but  much 
iefs  fo  to  the  reft  of  Europe.  The 
formation  of  an  artificial  tourni¬ 
quet,  by  means  of  a  piece  ot  fag¬ 
got  ftick,  and  the  perfevering  ufe 
of  it  as  defcribed,  were  considered 
improbable  and  unnatural.  The 
description  of  Pichegru  taking  his 
black  handkerchief  from  under  his 
bolder,  at  a  time  when  nobody 
could  fee  him  or  know  what  he 
did,  was  deemed  an  abfurd  inven¬ 
tion.  The  moral  and  religious 
..character  of  the  man,  and  the 
firmnefs  with  which  he  had  en¬ 
dured  incredible  hardihips  during 
his  tranfportation  to  Guiana,  by 
order  of  the  Diredory,  were 
confidered  as  ftrong  presumptive 
proofs,  that  he  had  not  now  com¬ 
mitted  the  crime  imputed  to  him. 
No  one  who  entertained  a  doubt, 
felt  it  at  all  removed  by  the  re¬ 
port  of  men  employed  by  govern¬ 
ment,  who  viewed  the  body  in 
fecret  ;  and  the  careful  manner  in 
which  all  approach  to  the  corpfe, 
except  by  appointed  and  confiden¬ 
tial  perfons,  was  denied,  was  cal¬ 
culated  rather  to  confirm  than  to 
remove  fufpicion.  If  accounts  fub- 
fequently  publilhed  are  entitled 
to  credit,  Pichegru  was  inhumanly 
murdered.  His  bold  and  fturdy 
anfvvers  in  his  two  interrogatories 
afforded  no  fatisfadion  to  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  while  he  was  in  prifon, 
they  endeavoured  by  torture  to 
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ex  trad  from  him  confefilons  fa¬ 
vourable  to  their  caufe.  But  his 
great  firmnefs  rendered  this  at¬ 
tempt  aifo  unavailing,  and  at  laft, 
finding  that  the  marks  of  torture 
were  fo  vifible  on  his  whole  per- 
fon,  and  his  courage  fo  inflexible, 
that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
he  would  difciofe,  if  brought  to  a 
trial,  all  that  had  paffed  during 
his  confinement,  it  was  fotlnd  ne- 
ceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  laft; 
expedients  of  a  defpotic  and  unprir- 
cipled  government,  private  affafii- 
nation,  and  a  calumnious  charge 
of  filicide  againft  the  vidim. 

The  police  in  all  parrs  of  France 
was  actively  employed  in  making 
fearch  after  other  perfons,  befide 
thofe  already  in  cnftody,  who 
were  fuppofed  to  be  implicated  in 
the  confpiracy,  and  frequent  re¬ 
ports  gave  affurance  that  thefe 
fearches  were  attended  with  fuci 
cefs.  The  prefs  too,  was  em¬ 
ployed,  in  the  French  manner,  to 
impart  to  the  public  the  fenfation 
which  was  defired  by  government. 
Befide  the  publication  of  reports, 
fpeeches,  examinations  and  adr 
dreffes  on  this  fubjed  in  the  official 
paper,  two  pamphlets  were  iffued, 
from  which  a  confiderable  effed: 
was  expeded,  efpecially  in  con¬ 
vincing  the  people,  that  England 
shifted  in  forming,  and  fupported 
thofe  who  were  to  execute  thefe 
confpiracies.  One  of  thefe  pam¬ 
phlets  was  by  Mehee  de  la  Touche, 
a  man  defended  as  a  mod  pro¬ 
fligate  charader,  one  of  the  af~ 
faflins  of  September,  1792,  and 
fubfequently  fentenced  to  tranf¬ 
portation  for  his  numerous  crimes. 
This  man,  employed  by  the  French 
government,  had  certainly  con¬ 
trived  to  recommend  himfslf  to 
the  Englifh  miniftry,  and  was  by 
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them  confidentially  employed  in 
fome  fecret  arrangements  with  their 
minifies  at  foreign  courts.  He 
was  alfo  introduced  to  them  and 
their  friends,  and  to  many  of  the 
principal  French  emigrants-  in  Hon¬ 
do#.  Thus  he  had  the  means  of 
giving  to  whatever  falfehoods  he 
was  difpofed  to  circulate,  fo  much 
appearance  of  truth  as  would  ren¬ 
der  the  contradiction  of  them  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult,  and  he  was  not 
delicate  in  ufing  all  the  advantages 
he  poffefted.  His  book  was  read 
with  great  avidity,  and  its  con¬ 
tents  much  relied  on  in  France, 
although  the  author  declared  that, 
in  time  of  peace,  he  was  fent  over 
to  England  as  a  fpy,  and  that  the 
Britifh  government  refufed,  at  that 
time,  to  communicate  with  him  or 
avail  themfelves  of  his  proffered  fer- 
vices,  becaufe  the  two  countries 
were  not  in  a  flare  of  hoflility.  The 
other  writer  was  the  Marquis  de 
Montgaillard,  who,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  revolution,  had 
fought  protection  and  found  encou¬ 
ragement  in  England  ;  who  had 
Afterward  reconciled  himfelf  with 
the  French  government,  and  who 
now,  with  occafional  facrifices  of 
time  and  place,  pretended  to  dif- 
clofe  a  feries  of  confpir'acies  in 
which  Pichegru  had  been  engaged 
from  the  year  1795"  till  the  time 
of  his  arrefl.  The  bafenefs  of  this 
man  tv  as  more  often  five  than  that 
of  Mehee  de  la  Touche,  as  he  was 
better  born,  and  on  his  coming  to 
England,  had  carried  his  preten- 
fions  of  loyalty  to  his  fovereign  to 
an  enthuafiaftic  height,  publishing 
a  periodical  pamphlet  more  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  French  government  then 
in  being,  than  any  other  which 
was  circulated. 

Georges,  like  Pichegru,  had 


undergone  an  interrogatory,  but 

ho  fatisfaftory  refult  was  obtained. 

He  bluntly  acknowledged  that  he 

came  to  Paris  to  attack  Bonaparte, 

but  denied  that  he  was  conneffed 

with  Pichegru,  or  had  even  feen 

Moreau,  and  when  afked  as  to  fome 

particular  circumflances,  flernly 

refufed  to  anfwer,  faying  there 

were  victims  fufficient  already,  and 

he  would  not  be  the  means  of  in- 

creafmg  their  number.  g  j 

After  he  had  Been  im-  •. „  , 

•r  j  j  c  March, 

pnioned  upward  or  a 

month,  Moreau  wrote  a  letter  to 
Bonaparte,  complaining  of  his  long 
detention,  recapitulating  many  of 
the  afts  of  his  former  life,  and 
flaring  fuch  circumflances  a-s  Teem¬ 
ed  to  him  befl  calculated  to  prove 
that  he  could  not  have  had  fuch 
intercourfe  with  Pichegru  and 
Georges  as  was  imputed  to  him. 
This  letter  was  afterwards  pub- 
Hfhed,  but  does  not  appear  to  have 
produced  any  effect  on  the  perfon 
to  whom  it  was  addreffed. 

Soon  after  the  elevation 
of  Bonarparte  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  emperor,  it  was 
thought  fit  to  bring  all  the  parties 
accuied  to  a  trial  before  the  cri¬ 
minal  tribunal  of  the  department 
of  the  Seine.  A  moil  voluminous 
a of  accufation  was  prepared 
againft  them  ;  fo  large  that  when 
printed,  it  occupied  three  hundred 
and  forty  clofe  oflavo  pages.  The 
perfons  accufed  were  forty-fix  in 
number.  The  principal  among 
them,  befide  General  Moreau,  were 
Georges  Cadoual,  and  his  brother, 
Pierre  Jean,  Bouvet  de  Lozier, 
General  ftoufiltbn,  Armand  Po- 
lignac  and  his  brother  Charles,  ancf 
General  Lajollais.  The  refidue 
was  compofed  of  fome  landed  pro¬ 
prietors,  forne  perfons  without  & 

defiiription. 
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defcription,  and  fome  tradefmen 
and  fome  perfons  who  let  furnifhed 
lodeines.  From  the  details  which 
competed  the  body  of  the  charge, 
the  government  profecutor  deduc¬ 
ed  three  proportions,  ift,  That 
there  was  a  confpiracy  ;  2-d,  that 
the  Englifh  'government  was  the 
foul  of  it  ;  and  3d,  that  all  the 
individuals  taken  up  by  virtue  of 
warrants  of  arreft  were  authors  of 
or  accomplices  in  this  confpiracy, 
or  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  law 
againft  thofe  who  conceal  ftate 
criminals.  The  proofs,  it  was 
faid,  would  refult  from  the  ads 
imputed  to  the  accufed,  and  the 
depofitions  received  in  the  various 
interrogatories  which  they  had  un¬ 
dergone. 

The  anfwers  to'thefe  interroga¬ 
tories  were  then  fet  forth  ;  and  it 
is  to  be  obferved  that  it  was  not 
pretended  that  any  prifoner  was 
inculpated  by  his  own  anfwers,  but 
the  anfwer  of  every  other  prifoner 
was  read  as  evidence  againft  him. 
Thus  againft  General  Moreau  no 
evidence  could  be  deduced  from 
his  own  interrogatory,  but  Gene¬ 
ral  K.oufillon,  Bouvet  de  Lozier, 
one  Holland,  and  fome  other  per¬ 
fons  accufed  were  allowed  to  ftate 
that  he  had  firft  engaged  in  a  con¬ 
fpiracy  to  overturn  the  exifting 
government,  and  reftore  Louis 
XVIII,  but  afterward  preferred 
being  diUator  himfeif,  and  was 
making  exertions  for  that  purpofe. 
Witneftes  were  called  againft  the 
ihveral  parties,  and  according  to 
the  French  mode  of  jurifprudence, 
each  prifoner  was  interrogated  by 
the  Court,  and  required  to  fhew 
what  he  had  to  allege  in  anfwer 
to  the  evidence  adduced.  Each 
of  the  parties  accufed  made  a  de¬ 
fence  by  counfel,  and  added  what¬ 

► 


ever  he  thought  proper  from  him¬ 
feif.  The  feveral  defences  made 
by  the  parties  had  little  intereft, 
except  that  of  Moreau.  Georges 
avowed  the  fame  intentions  as  he 
had  declared  in  his  interrogatory, 
and  Armand  Polignac  admitted 
that  he  came  to  France  for  the 
purpofe  of  re-eftablifhing  the  Bour¬ 
bons.  Moreau,  he  faid,  had  at 
firft  been  underftood  to  be  well 
affefted  to  this  plan,  but  afterward 
it  was  ftated  that  he  was  defirous 
of  being  Di&ator  himfeif,  and  this 
made  Armand  Polignac  repent  that 
he  had  embarked  in  the  plot.  Jules 
Polignac  did  not  corroborate  thefe 
aftertions ;  he  denied  having  any 
concern  in  any  plot,  but  allowed 
that  be  knew  there  was  a  plan  to 
attack  the  Firft  Conful. 

After  Moreau  had  undergone 
an  interrogatory,  in  which  he  dif- 
tincily  denied  the  facts  alleged 
againft  him,  and  before  his  advo¬ 
cate  was  heard  in  his  defence,  he 
addreffed  a  fhort  fpeech  to  the 
Court,  not,  as  he  faid,  becaufe  he 
did  not  feel  a  perfect  confidence  in 
his  profeffional  adviiers,  through 
them  he  would  addrefs  himfeif  to 
the  juftice  of  the  Court,  but  he 
felt  it  right  to  fay  a  few  words 
to  the  judges  and  to  the  nation. 
Unfortunate  circumftances,  pro¬ 
duced  by  chance  or  prepared  by 
malevolence,  he  obferved,  might 
for  a  few  moments  call  a  (hade 
over  the  character  of  the  moft  up-* 
right  of  men.  By  dint  of  addrefs, 
a  real  criminal  rhight  remove  from 
himfeif  all  proof  and  even  all  fuf- 
picion  of  crime,  but,  a  whole  life 
always  afforded  the  fafeft  tefti- 
mony  tor  or  againft  a  party  ac¬ 
cufed.  On  this  principle,  he  en¬ 
tered  into  a  fhort  review  of  his 
own  life,  from  the  time  when  his 

ardour 
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ardour  in  the  caufe  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  induced  him  to  quit  the  ftucfy 
of  the  law,  and  embrace  the  mili¬ 
tary  profeffion,  (hewing  that  in 
the  mod  troublefome  times,  and 
when  the  conduct  and  motives  oi 
men  were  moil  open  to  reproach, 
his  had  always  been  free  from  fnf- 
picion,  and  that  whatever  oppor¬ 
tunities  the  change  of  circumftances 
in  many  eventful  years  might  have 
prefen  ted,  he  was  always  exempt 
from  the  charge  of  felfiftmefs  or 
ambition.  The  defence  read  by 
his  counfel  was  eloquent  and  argu¬ 
mentative,  it  (hewed  in  the  (trong- 
eft  manner,  the  probability  that 
Moreau  was  innocent,  and  re¬ 
futed  by  demonftrating  its  impro¬ 
bability,  the  evidence  againft  him. 

p  ^  In  conclusion,  the  Court 
j  fentenced  twenty  of  the 

1  *  prifoners  capitally;  among 
whom  were  Georges,  Bouvet  de 
Lozier,  Roufillon  and  Armand 
Polignac.  Five  were  condemned 
to  two  years  imprifonment,  §nd 
in  this  lift  were  Moreau  and  Jules 
de  Poli  g  ac.  Fifteen  were  ac¬ 
quitted,  and  five  were  tranfmitted 
to  the  qorreftional  police.  All 
thofe  who  were?  capitally  convicted, 
except  Georges,  appealed  to  the 
Court  of  Error,  but  this  proceed¬ 
ing  was  of  no  avail.  The  great 
efforts  made  to  procure  a  capital 
fentence  againft  Moreau  were  evi. 
dent  to  every  one,  and  probably 
the  difguft  generally  exprefied  on 
this  fubjeft,  and  the  fear  of  the 
effeft  which  might  be  produced 
on  the  arrqy,  prevented  the  great 
aim  of  the  profecution  from  being 
accomplifiied.  Of  thofe  condemn*, 
ed  to  death,  eight  obtained  pardons 
on  condition  of  being  imprifoned 
four  years  in  different  places  fixed 
©n  for  that  purpofe,  and  it  was 


remarked  that  this  bounty  was 
particularly  extended  to  thofe 
whofe  examinations  had  moft  tend¬ 
ed  to  criminate  Moreau.  General 
Roufillon  and  Armand  de  ftoiig- 
nac  were  in  the  number  ;  the  latter 
is  faid  to  have  owed  his  life  to  the 
moft  abjeel  and  degrading  (ap¬ 
plications.  Georges  and  his  com¬ 
panions  underwent  their  fate  with 
confpicuous  bravery,  and  the  pity 
excited  in  many  bofoms  was  un. 
difguifed.  On  the  day  of  their 
execution  it  was  publicly  given 
out  that  Moreau  had  failed  for 
America,  but  this  was  afterward 
believed  to  be  a  feint  to  prevent 
any  commotion  which  might  have 
been  railed  on  his  behalf  among 
the  military,  and  the  crcud  a f- 
fembled  to  fee  the  execution.  It 
was  alfo  afferted,  that  he  had  died 
fuddenly  in  prifon,  and  probably, 
the  public  would  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  with  a  new  report  fimilar 
to  that  on  Pichegru,  but  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  military  manifefted  fo 
ftrong  a  fenfation  on  the  rumour, 
that  government  was  aiarmed,  and 
a  formal  denial  of  Moreau’s  death 
was  publithed  by  authority.  As 
revenge  and  fear  could  not  be 
fatiated,  it  was  found  convenient 
to  afi'ume  the  air  of  humanity,  and 
the  General  was  finally  permitted 

»  i 

to  take  his  departure  for  America. 

Whether  there  really  was  any 
plot,  or,  if  that  is  to  be  believed, 
what  its  nature  and  extent  might 
be,  are  utterly  unknown  ;  but  it 
is  judicioufly  obferved,  that  it  is 
clear  from  thefe  trials,  that  one; 
perfon  was  deeply  and  inexpiably 
guilty,  and  that  was,  the  mur¬ 
derer  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien,  for, 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  depo- 
fitions,  not  one  word  occurred  to 
(hew  that  that  unfortunate  prince 

was. 
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was,  in  the  flighted  degree,  con¬ 
nected  with  any  plot  or  confpiracy 
of  any  kind,  or  that  he  was  con- 
fulted  by,  or  had  intercourfe  with 
any  perfon  who  was  fo  concerned. 

.  „  Soon  after  this  confpi- 

'  .  ^  racy  was  difpofed  of,  an- 
other  of  a  very  different 
kind  occupied  the  attention  of 
Europe.  Louis  "X  v  ’Til.  had  for 
feme  time  re  Tided  at  Warfaw,  and 
was  about  to  quit  that  place  for 
the  dominions  of  the  Emperor  of 
Rufiia,  when,  on  the  day  intended 
for  his  departure,  his  journey  was 
ilaid  by  a  remarkable  difehofure. 
A  man  named  Coulon,  who  kept 
a  billiard  room,  came  and  informed 
fome  noblemen  of  the  houfehold  of 
the  King  of  France,  of  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  converfations  which 

j 

had  paffed  between  him  and  two 
perfons  unknown,  and  placed  in 
their  hands  a  packet  containing 
three  carrots  Looped  out  and  filled 
with  arfenick,  and  a  wickered 
bottle,  which  he  faid  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  fame  perfons  un¬ 
known.  His  narrative  was,  that 
on  the  20th  of  July,  thefe  two 
perfons  came  to  his  billiard  room, 
and,  as  he  was  a  Frenchman,  dif- 
courfed  a  good  deal  about  Louis 
XVIII.  and  difeovered  that  Cou¬ 
lon  was  much  acquainted  with  the 
domeftics  of  that  prince.  The 
next  day  they  returned,  and  again 
afked  feveral  questions,  particu¬ 
larly  whether  the  king  went  abroad 
frequently  ? — if  he  went  out  by 
himfelf? — what  were  the  number 
and  perfons  of  his  fuite  ? — and  if 
they  were  armed  ?- — Finding,  in  the 
cotirfe  of  their  converfation,  that 
Coulon  had  not  paid  for  his  bil¬ 
liard  table,  and  vvasbtherwifc  dif- 
treffed  for  money,  one  of  them 
took  occafion  to  obferve,  that 
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there  was  a  way  by  which  he 
might  eafiiy  obtain  a  large  fum, 
but  the  matter  muff  be  a  profound 
fecret,  or  his  life  would  anfwer 
for  it.  He  pro  mi  fed  to  do  what¬ 
ever  fhould  be  required,  and  was 
anxious  for  an  explanation.  Haw, 
ing  thus  excited  his  curiofity,  and 
fixed  his  attention,  they  explained 
their  plan  ;  and  faid,  that  being 
acquainted  with  all  the  fervanrs  of 
the  king’s  family,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  cook,  he  could  go  into 
the  kitchen  at  any  time  without 
exciting  fufpicion.  “  If  you 
i(  fnould  fucceed,”  (added  they) 
(<  your  fortune  is  .made.”  Cou- 
Ion  hefitating,  they  called  for 
punch,  and  made  many  promifes, 
to  furmount  his  fcruples  and  in- 
fpire  him  with  courage.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  they  affured  him  of  ^  fafe 
retreat  into  France,  and  a  good 
eflablifhment  for  himfelf  and  his 
wife.  The  next  day,  being  Sun¬ 
day,  an  emiffary  from  thefe  un¬ 
known  perfons  called  on  him  in 
the  evening,  and  led  him  eir- 
cuitoully,  and  in  the  dark,  through 
many  flreets,  to  a  houfe,  where 
he  found  one  of  the  men  he  had 
converfed  with  the  night  before. 
He  was  afked  whether  he  was  Fill 
refolved  to  do  what  he  was  de¬ 
ft  red,  and  on  his  anfwering  in  the 
affirmative,  champaign  was  brought 
in,  and  one  of  the  Grangers  foon 
became  intoxicated.  They  fettled, 
the  mode  of  executing  their  plan. 
Coulon  was  to  go  and  vifit  the' 
king’s  cook,  and  tell  him  that  for 
a  long  time  paft  he  had  not  tailed 
mutton  chops ;  and  that  he  fhould 
afk  him  to  drefs  a  few.  After  the 
precaution  of  making  the  cook 
drunk,  he  was  to  throw  into  the 
pot  a  parcel  with  which  he  was  to 
be  provided,  “  Very  well,” 

(faid 
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{{aid  Coulon]  Cf  but  the  money  ; 
«*  you  have  promifed  me  400 
iC  louis,  but  you  have  given  me 
cc  nothing.”  The  ftranger,  who 
was  drunk,  faid,  <£T  don’t  know 
•r  if  Boyer  would  give  you  fo 
te  much  as  that.”  Boyer  was  a 
French  commercial  agent,  eftablifh- 
ed:  at  Warfa#,  where  no  perfon  of 
that  defcription  had  ever  been 
appointed  before.  The  man  who 
was  foher,  Teamed  alarmed  at  this 
indifcreet  mention  of  the  agent’s 
rame,  and  haftily  faid,  <£  What 
“  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  Boyer 
(C  is  not  here  ;  he  is  gone,  and 
(C  will  not  return  for  two  days.” 
Coiilon  infilled  on  the  money  ; 
again  mentioned  his  wife,  and  the 
expences  of  his  journey.  They 
told  him  not  to  be  uneafy  on  that 
fcore  ;  he  had  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  come  next  day  at  eleven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  be 
within  twenty  yards  of  die  village 
Neuf ;  that  there  fome  one  would 
give  him  the  packet ;  that  he  was 
to  put  it  into  the  pot  on  Tuefday 
the  24th  of  July  ;  that  then  he 
ihould  go  to'  the  five  gallowfes, 
where  he  friould  find  a  perfon  who 
would  conduct  him  to  a  place  of 
fafety,  and  carry  him  into  France. 
(t  And  my  wife  ?” — faid  Cordon. 
€c  Give  yourfejf  no  trouble  on  that 
ss  head  ;  and  there  is  a  ducat  to 
ic  drink  with  the  cook.” — At  one 
in  the  morning-  they  conducted 
Coulon  home  through  bye-ways  to 
prevent  his  making  obfervations. 
He  immediately  informed  fome 
officers  of  the  king’s  houfehold  of 
all  that  had  palled,  and  the  Count 
D’Avaray,  captain  of  the  king’s 
guards,  ordered  that  the  report 
Ihould  be  put  in  writing,  figned 
and  cyphered. 

Alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  the 
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king  and  queen  and  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Angouleme,  thus  me¬ 
naced,  the  Count  d’Avaray  dif- 
clofed  the  whole  matter  to  M.  de 
Hoym,  prelident  of  the  chamber,' 
in  whofe  power  it  was  to  take  the 
neceftary  meafures  of  vigilance 
and  precaution  on  fuch  an  occafion. 
The  prelident,  at  this  time,  en¬ 
tered  with  great  warmth  and  fen- 
fibility  into  the  matter,  promifed 
every  affillance  in  detefb'ng  the 
confpi razors,  and  after  advifing  the 
friends  of  Louis  how  to  aft,  pointed 
out  the  places  where  they  might 
apply,  if  necelfary,  for  further  af- 
fiftance. 

According  to  arrangements  en. 
tered  into,  Coulon  was  directed  to 
attend  at  the  appointed  fpot,  and 
with  fear  and  trembling  obeyed. 
It  was,  in  courfe,  impoffihle  for 
any  of  the  adherents  of  the  royal 
family  to  go  with  him,  and  con- 
fequently  the  relation  of  what  fol¬ 
lows  depends  entirely  on  Coulon. 
He  ft  a  ted,  that  after  palling  the 
barriere  leading  to  the  village 
Neuf,  he  was  followed  by  a  man, 
who  in  a  few  minutes  cried— 
<£  Are  you  Coulon  ?”  — fC  Yes/’ 
replied  he.  Then  another  man 
came  out  from  a  field  of  corn. 
Both  of  them  told  Coulon  not  to 
go  any  farther,  left  the  dogs  Ihould 
raife  an  alarm.  They  alked  him 
if  he  continued  in  the  fame  inten¬ 
tions  ?  Coulon  anfwering  in  the 
affirmative,  they  gave  him  a  packet 
and  fix  crowns,  exprefsly  recom¬ 
mending  to  him  not  to  turn  the 
packet  upfide  down,  becaufe  it 
contained  carrots,  hollow  in  the 
inlide,  and  what  was  in  them 
might  fall  out.  Coulon  demanded 
the  money  promifed.  The  others 
anfwered,  that  they  could  not 
give  more,  having  already  been 
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feveral  times  deceived,  and  not 
confidering  themfelves  perfectly 
fure  of  him.  On  this,  Coulon  faid 
to  him,  “  If  you  di draft  me,  let 
one  of  you  go  along  with  me, 
(C  I  will  get  him  introduced, ** 
They  refufed,  faying  it  was  im- 
poflible  ;  befides  too,  he  might 
alrealy  have  prated  of  the  affair, 
though  they  did  not  believe  he 
had.  “  For  the  reft,”  added  they, 
“  if  you  do  not  fucceed,  it  will 
“  be  your  own  fault,  if  you  do, 
((  you  have  only  to  repair  on  Sa~ 
“  turday  to  Sochaczer.  The 
C(  poftmafter  of  the  .place,  who 
fc  knows  you,  will  make  yon  wel- 
tl  come,  and  will  give  you  what- 
Ci  ever  you  want.  When  you 
<(  arrive  there,  he  will  give  you 
<l  the  four  hundred  louis  d’ors, 
<f  and  we  will  fet  off  for  France 
iC  together.  If  you  do  not  do 
ft  this  on  Saturday,  on  Sunday 
<f  you  (hall  not  be  in  life.  We 
fc  have  promifed  you  four  hundred 
(t  louis  d’ors,  but  you  fhall  have 
((  one  hundred  more  for  every 
((  perfon  who  dies  within  a 
f(  month.”  They  then  pointed 
out  to  him  the  forty-ftfth  tree  from 
the  barrier  on  the  road  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  Neuf;  At  the  foot  of  this 
tree  they  buried  a  handkerchief, 
oue  of  the  corners  of  which  they 
Jeft  above  the  ground.  Should 
Coulon  be  unable  to  execute  the 
projed;  in  the  courfe  of  Tuefday 
the  24th,  he  was  to  take  away  the 
handkerchief,  and  in  cafe  of  fuc- 
cefs  he  was  to  leave  it.  At  part¬ 
ing,  they  gave  him  a  fmall  bottle, 
and  faid,  “  You  will  drink  two 
u  gluffes  of  this  before  entering, 
<f  which  will  give  you  courage, 
*(  and  when  you  have  put  in  the 
packet  you  need  not  be  afraid, 
becaufe  it  will  not  operate  fud- 
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u  denly.”  They  then  told  him, 
that  if  he  fhould  remove  the  hand¬ 
kerchief,  they  would  fee  him  again 
in  the  evening.  Coulon  aiked 
where  ?  They  told  him  to  give 
himfelf  no  trouble,  for  they  knew 
very  well  where  to  find  him* 
Coulon  declared  that  he  could  not 
be  certain,  if  the  two  men  who 
met  him  on  the  night  between  the 
23d  and  24th,  were  the  fame  who 
firft  made  the  proportion  to  him  ; 
but  that  he  was  very  certain,  that 
the  tailed:  of  the  two,  who  was 
prefent  at  all  the  interviews,  was 
the  perfon  who  gave  him  the  pac- 
quet,  and  placed  tire  handkerchief, 
&c.  The  two  men  followed  him 
to  the  end  of  the  road.  On  their 
leaving  him,  he  fainted  away, 
and  was  aftifted  by  a  Pruflian  offi¬ 
cer,  who  happened  to  be  palling* 
Having  given  fome  neceffary  in- 
ftruTions  to  the  cook,  in  cafe  any  of 
the  confpirators  fhould  come  to  him 
in  company  with  Coulon,  the  Count 
d’Avaray  obtained  another  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Prefident  de  Hoym, 
and  told  him  all  that  had  palled, 
but  found  his  difpofition  ftrangely 
altered.  The  count  wiftied  the 
prefident  to  put  his  name  as  an 
atteftaticn  to  the  faifts  he  had  dif- 
clofeJ,  and  requefted  him  to  put 
his  feal,  together  with  his  own, 
on  the  packet  containing  the  car¬ 
rots,  as  a  rneafure  of  precaution, 
for  the  purpofe  of  teftifying  the 
identity  of  the  contents,  when  they 
fhould  be  fubmitted  to  an  analyfis. 
The  prefident,  at  firft,  thought 
thefe  requefts  reafonable,  but,  on 
recollection,  refufed  to  affix  his 
feal  ;  he  even  declined  going  with 
the  count  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Rheims,  who  lived  next  door,  and 
took  his  leave,  with  empty  affuiu 
ances  of  profound  perfonal  refpeft 
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for  the  Count  de  LTfle,  which  was 
the  title  by  which  the  King  of 
France  was  known.  The  packet 
was  at  length  fealed  by  the  Count 
d’Ayaray  and  the  .archbifhop. 

As  the  day  prefixed  for  the 
king’s  departure  was  come,  and 
as  the  inquiry  would  occafion  fome 
delay,  it  became  neceffary  to  in¬ 
form  him  a  d  other  members  of 
the  royal  family  of  the  tranfadfion. 
The  king  received  the  intelligence 
with  great  firmnefs,  and  other  ap¬ 
plications  having  been  made  with¬ 
out  fuccefs,  wrote  letters  himfelf, 
foliciting  M.  de  Hoym  to  take 
the  nece/fary  meafures  for  invefti- 
gating  the  bufinefs,  and  to  appoint 
a  chvmift,  and  a  phyfi.cian  to  be 
prefent  at  an  analyfis  of  the  veget¬ 
ables,  produc  rd  by  Coulon.  To 
the  former  requeft  the  prefident 
anfwered,  that  in  fuch  affairs,  his 
duty  confined  him  to  a  part  in¬ 
ti  rely  paffive,  and  the  latter  he 
altogether  declined.  The  analyfis 
was  made  in  prefence  of  the  king’s 
phyfician,  and  feveral  officers  of 
his  houfehold,  by  M .  Gagatkie- 
wiefh,  one  of  the  moft  celebrated 
phyficians,  and  M.  Gudeil,  an 
eminent  apothecary  of  the  place. 
Their  report  was,  that  the  hollow 
where  the  carrots  had  been  fcoopcd 
out  was  filed  with  a  mixture  of 
white,  yellow  and  red  arfenic,  and 
that  the  bottle  contained  a  mere 
fpirituous  liquor. 

This  inveffigation'  having  fufti- 
ciently  proved  that  for  fome  pui- 
pofe  or  other,  poifon  had  really 
been  prepared,  and  Coulon  kill 
declaring  that  he  was  alarmed  for 
his  lile,  in  confequence  of  ti  c 
threats  of  the  perfons  by  whom  he 
had  been  employed,  the  king  wrote 
to  M.  de  Tilley,  prefident  of  the 
police  of  the  town,  requeuing  him 
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to  take  fuch  meafures  as  his  dif.. 
cretion  fhould  fuggeft,  to  difeover 
the  guilty  parties.  To  this,  after 
fome  delay,  M.  de  Tilly  returned 
for  anfwer,  that  he  had  depofited 
the  packet  in  proper  hands,  to  be 
returned  wherever  it  fhould  be  or¬ 
dered,  but  that  the  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  affair  did  not  de¬ 
pend  on  but  on  t lie  courts  of 
juftice.  Hopelefs  of  deriving  any 
fatisfadfion  from  the  Pruffian  offi¬ 
cers  of  police,  M.  d’Avaray 
thought  it  needlefs  any  longer  to 
obferve  the  rule  of  forbearance 
which  hitherto  fwaved  him.  He 
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fent  for  Coulon,  with  whom  he 
had  before  avoided  all  connection 
beyond  the  mere  receipt  of  his  in¬ 
formation,  and  at  two  interviews, 
examined,  re-examined  and  fifted 
his  whole  narrative  with  fuch  mi- 
nutenefs,  that,  at  the  end,  he  and 
eight  other  perfons  of  the  king’s 
retinue,  among  whom  were  the 
Archbifhop  of  Rheims,  the  Duke 
de  Pienne,  and  the  Abbe  Edge- 
worth,  figned  a  memorial  of  all  the 
faffs,  and  declared  themfelves,  in 
their  fouls  and  conferences,  fully 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  Coulon’s 
report.  On  leaving  War- 
faw  for  Godno,  Louis 
XVIII,  gave  an  account  of  the 
affair  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  ;  and 
particularly  recommended  Coulon 
to  his  care  and  benevolence. 

This  ft  range  affair  was  differ¬ 
ently  viewed,  as  prejudice  or  party 
prevailed.  Some  adopted  the  opi¬ 
nion  expreffed  by  the  adherents  of 
Louis,  while  others  declared  their 
belief  that  Coulon  was  a  fharper, 
who  fabricated  the  ftory  to  extort 
from  the  credulity  of  Louis  or  his 
adherents  a  fum  of  money,  4s  the 
price  of  his  intelligence.  The 
whole  narrative  is  certainly  very 
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extraordinary,  not  in  itfelf  eafily 
credible,  and  reding  intirely  on 
the  teftiinony  of  Coulon  ;  but  there 
was  no  application  from  him  for 
money,  nor  for  a  promife  of  any  ; 
his  depofition,  if  it  had  been  at 
ali  inveftigated  by  the  P ruffian  go¬ 
vernment,  would  have  been  ana¬ 
lyzed  with  the  utmoft  feverity, 
and  'imprifonment  for  life  was  the 
lead  punifhment  he  could  expeft, 
if,  upon  examination,'  he  was 
difhelieved.  The  eagernefs  of  M. 
de  Hoym,  and  his  fubfequent  cold- 
nefs  about  the  bufmefs,  form  a  re¬ 
markable  feature  in  the  tranfacdion, 
and  it  is  not  a  little  extraordinary 
that  Boyer,  the  French  com¬ 
mercial  a  pent,  ftiould  never  think 
that  his  honour  or  that  of  his 
employers,  required  that  he  fhould 
demand  fome  further  inveftigation. 
The  general  apathy  of  the  Pruffian 
government,  efpecially  after  the 
firft  demonllrations  made  by  M, 
de  Hoym,  could  only  be  attributed 
to  the  fear  of  offending  France  ; 
Bonaparte’s  offers  to  Louis  XVIII. 
a  year  before,  and  the  recent  af- 
faffination  of  the  due  d'Enghien 
were  ft  rang  in  every  recollection, 
and  the  preponderating  probability 
feemed  to  be,  that  however  ftrong 
in  point  of  force  Bonaparte  might 
feel  his  newly  acquired  fovereignty 
to  be,  he  would  gladly  have  ad¬ 
ded  to  its  liability  by  the  removal 
of  a  family  whofe  title,  confirmed 
by  ages,  would  be  a  perpetual  re¬ 
proach  to  his  ufurpation. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bonaparte 
was  enjoying  the  Itate  and  ex- 
ercifing  the  authority  of  emperor, 
and  amidft  his  other  occupations, 
bellowed  no  fmall  portion  of  care 
and  attention  on  the  ceremony  of 
his  coronation,  which  was  to  take 


place  in  the  enfuing  winter.  „  , 
The  minifters  of  foreign  -  | 
courts  in  amity  with  -  ^  * 

France  had  their  credentials  re¬ 
newed,  and  made  conformable  to 
the  new  date  of  things,  and  a 
day  was  fet  apart,  on  which  with 
great  date  and  ceremony,  the  new 
letters  were  prefented.  The  mi- 
niders  were  admitted  in  the  order 
of  their  fending  to  announce  their 
intentions  ;  embafladors  were  ac¬ 
commodated  with  date  carriages 
belonging  to  Bonaparte,  minifters 
went  in  their  own.  The  firft  who 
was  prefented  was  cardinal  Ca» 
prara,  legate  a  latere  from  the  pope, 
he  had  an  audience  of  the  emperor 
and  emprefs  at  ten  in  the  morning. 
After  the  grand  parade,  the  others 
were  admitted.  They  were,  the 
embaffadors  and  minifters  of  the 
kings  of  Spain,  Pruffia,  Naples  and 
Denmark;  the eleftor  archchancel- 
lor,  the  electors  of  Baden,  Wir- 
temberg,  Heffe  Caffel  and  Heffe 
Darmftadf,  the  republics  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  Liguria,  and  J_.ucca,  and  the 
Helvetic  confederation.  The 
powers  who  did  not  at  firft  pay 
this  mark  of  friendfhip  and  refpeft, 
but  were  expeffed  foon  to  do  fo, 
were  the  emperors  of  Germany, 
Ruffia  and  Turkey,  the  king  of 
Sweden,  the  prince  regent  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  the  queen  regent  of  Etru¬ 
ria,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  the 
Gifalpine  republic,  and  the  United 
States  of  America.  According: 
to  the  accounts  which  were  pub- 
lifhed  by  authority,  all  the  letters 
concurred  in  expreifing  the  lively 
fatisfaflion  of  the  fovereigns  and 
dates  at  feeing  the  deftinies  of  the 
great  French  nation  for  ever  united 
to  thofe  of  the  emperor  of  the 
French.  In  return  for  thefe  ex- 

preffions* 


t 


2?2j  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1304. 


preffions,  Bonaparte  publifhed  an 
addrefs  to  thefe  embaffadors  and 
minifters,  displaying  his  own  good 
intentions,  and  vaunting  his  own 
moderation.  He  particularly  de¬ 
claimed  all  views  of  aggrandizing 
the  French  dominions,  treating 
every  fufpicion  of  the  kind  as 
a  mere  idle  rumour.  <c  People 
f‘  fay,1*  he  obferved,  (i  that  the 
4e  emperor  is  about  to  unite  under 
i(  his  government  the  Italian  and 
(i  Ligurian  republics,  Lucsa,  the 
i(  kingdom  of  Etruria,  the  ftates 
st  of  the  holy  father,  and  by  ne- 
ec  ceiTary  confequence,  Naples. 

They  fay  that  Switzerland  and 
6C  Holland  will  fhare  the  fame 
44  fate,  and  they  fay  that  Hanover 
will  offer  to  the  emperor  the 
€e  means  of  becoming  a  member  of 
ii  the  Germanic  body.”  Each  of 
thefe  affertions  was  feparately  no¬ 
ticed  and  refuted,  and  it  was 
proved,  from  paft  moderation  and 
prefent  policy,  that  every  one  of 
the  attempts  fuppofed  to  be  in 
contemplation,  was  next  to  im- 
poffible. 

The  anniverfary  of  the 
taking  of  the  Baftille,  a  ce¬ 
remony  inftituted  by  La 
Fayette  during  the  momentary 
gleam  of  his  pride  and  popularity, 
was  now  for  the  firft  time  in 
twelve  years  to  be  celebrated  in 
the  prefence  of  a  fovereign.  In 
1792,  the  unfortunate  Louis  and 
his  queen,  then  in  the  midft  of 
their  diftreftes,  and  on  the  eve  of 
their  dethronement,  attended  this 
ceremony  amid  fufpicions  and  in- 
fults  of  every  defcription.  Bona¬ 
parte,  on  this  day,  prefided  in  the 
midft  of  military  pomp,  and  in  the 
full  exercife  of  defpotic  authority, 
and  while  be  diftributed  honours, 
and  exacted  oaths  of  fidelity,  was 
greeted  with  cries  of  vive  I’ Em* 
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pereur>  and  every  motion  of  hint- 
felf  and  his  eonfort  was  announced 
to  the  people  by  difcharges  of 
artillery.  The  oath  was  admi- 
niftered  to  the  members  of  the 
legion  of  honour  in  the  Hotel  des 

O 

Jnvalides,  where  La  Cepede  the 
grand  chancellor  made  a  fpeech  on 
the  happinefs  of  the  nation  which 
had  made  the  faviour  of  France, 
emperor  of  the  French,  and  con¬ 
cluded,  exprefling  a  wifh  that  ho¬ 
nour,  the  country  and  Napoleon, 
might  for  ever  be  the  motto  of 
F ranee,  and  the  pledge  of  her  eter¬ 
nal  profperity. 

In  the  midft  of  this  pomp,  fear 
and  inquietude  marked  fome  of  the 
proceedings  of  government.  Ru¬ 
mours  of  new  plots  were  fet  afloat, 
fecret  arrefts  were*  very  numerous, 
and  Real,  who  had  been  nominated 
minifter  of  police,  was  difplaced  to 
reftore  Fouche,  whofe  known  vigi¬ 
lance,  intelligence  and  character, 
left  no  doubt  of  the  reafons  of  his 
re-appointment. 

As  a  fumrner  excurfion,  , 
and  for  evident  political  20t  '* 
pur  poles,  Bonaparte  went  to  vifit 
fome  of  the  fea. ports  and  other 
diftant  parts  of  France.  He  per¬ 
formed  this  tour  alone,  Madame 
Bonaparte  having  gone  to  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.  In  travelling  with 
his  ufual  velocity,  he  arrived 
at  Boulogne,  where  he  re¬ 
viewed  his  fmall  fleet  of  gun¬ 
boats  and  flat-boats,  and  his  great 
army  which  by  their  aid  was  to 
pafs  over  to  England.  While  he 
was  there,  a  violent  ftorm  did 
great  damage  to  the  pigmy  fleet, 
as  if  to  convince  him  by  experi¬ 
ment,  how  incapable  it  was  of  re¬ 
filling  the  elements.  Another 
leffon  which  he  received  while  at 
Boulogne,  arofe  from  a  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Havre,  during  three  days, 
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by  captain  Oliver  of  the  Melpo¬ 
mene,  an  operation  which  the  fleet 
of  fmall  craft  could  not  prevent, 
and  the  capture  of  two  of  thefe 
boafted  gun- boats,  the  one  of  20, 
the  other  of  14  guns,  by  an  Eng- 
^  ^  lifh  frigate.  While  Bona- 

.  L1  parte  was  at  Boulogne,  a 

magnificent  fete  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  honour  of  his  birth  day. 
From  Boulogne,  he  continued  his 
courfe  by  the  coaft,  and  vinted  vari¬ 
ous  towns  in  Flanders.  At  Bruflels 
he  was  received  with  great  pomp 
,  and  magnificence,  and  then 

r  t  a1  ®  . 

q  proceeded  to  Aix-la-Cha- 

*  *  pelle,  where  he  was  met 

by  his  great  officers,  and  the  mi- 
nifters  and  plenipotentiaries,  who 
bad  not  before  prefented  their  re¬ 
newed  credentials,  performed  that 
ceremony.  Continuing  his  tour, 
he  arrived  fucceffively  at  May- 
ence,  Cologne  and  other  parts  of 
the  low  countries.  In  all  the 
places  he  viiited,  Bonaparte  fa- 
gacioufly  blended  magnificence  of 
appearance  with  an  apparent  at¬ 
tention  to  thofe  circuinftances 
which  would  adminifler  to  the 
pride  of  the  inhabitants.  Befides 
reviewing  his  military  force,  he 
perfonally  examined  the  hate  of 
the  manufactures,  viflted  the  ca¬ 
thedrals  and  public  buildings,  and 
received  very  gracioufly  depu¬ 
tations  which  attended  him,  with 
congratulations  and  compliment.. 
The  people,  on  their  parts,  did  not 
fail  to  fulfil  the  orders  they  re¬ 
ceived,  by  honouring  their  vifator 
with  all  poffible  marks  of  fatis- 
fadion,  and  all  the  external  figns 
of  homage  and  affection.  Trium¬ 
phal  arches,  trophies,  emblems, 
chorufes  of  women,  and  pro- 
ceffions  were  raifed  and  difplayed 
at  the  feveral  towns  through 
Vol.  XLVI.  or  Vol.  IV.  Mew 


which  he  palled,  and  the  refources 
of  adulation  appeared  to  be  ex- 
haufted  in  the  compliments  which 
were  paid  to  him,  and  to  Madame 
Bonaparte,  who  accompanied  him 
in  his  progrefs  after  he  quitted 
Aix-la-Chapelle. 

During  this  period,  the  great 
bufinefs,  which  abforbed  every 
other  confideration,  was  that  of 
preparing  for  the  approaching  co¬ 
ronation.  Early  in  July,  a  decree 
had  been  iffued,  appointing  the 
manner  in  which  deputations  irom 
the  various  military  bodies  were 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
regulating  fome  of  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  forms.  The  robes  and 
crowns  of  the  emperor  and  em* 
prefs  were  befpoke,  and  were  to 
be  of  the  utmoft  fpiendor.  Thofe 
of  tiie  princes  and  the  grand  dig¬ 
nitaries  were  to  be  proportionably 
magnificent.  The  members  of  the 
legion  of  honour  were  to  be  de¬ 
corated  with  a  Far,  in  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  which  a  crown  of  oak  and 
laurel  was  to  contain  the  head  of 
Bonaparte,  with  the  legend,  c<  Na- 
l<  poleon  Emperor  of  the  French. ** 
The  reverfe  was  to  exhibit  the 
French  eagle  carrying  lightning, 
with  a  legend  (C  Honour  and  our 
<(  Country. **  The  Ears  of  the 
great  officers  were  to  be  of  gold, 
thofe  of  inferior  degree  of  filver, 
and  they  were  always  to  be  worn 
at  a  button  hole  of  the  coat  fuf- 
pended  by  a  three  coloured  ribbon. 
Into  this  legend  nor  only  military, 
but  many  ecclefiaftical  and  civil 
officers  were  admitted.  A  new 
imperial  feal  was  alfo  devifed. 

To  the  aftonifhment  even  of 
thofe  who  had  rnoft  contemplated 
the  changes  effected  in  morals  and 
politics  fince  the  French  revo¬ 
lution,  it  was  formally  announced 
Series.  [<S]  that 
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that  the  Pope  was  to  travel  from 
Rome  to  Paris  to  perform  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  the  coronation,  and  to 
their  {till  greater  furprize,  Cardi¬ 
nal  Maury,  the  fuppofed  im¬ 
moveable  adherent  of  lawful  mo¬ 
narchy,  proftrated  himfelf  at  the 
feet  of  the  ufurper.  For  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Pope,  fome  political 
jeafons  might  be  affigned,  but  the 
proftration  of  the  cardinal  feemed 
to  be  fpontanemis  and  caufelefs. 
He  wrote,  it  is  faid,  unexpectedly 
and  without  folicitation,  to  the 
archbifliop  of  Baris  and  to  Bo¬ 
naparte,  declaring  his  intire  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  new  dynafty,  and  to  the 
newly  adopted  principles  of  go¬ 
vernment.  The  Pope  certainly 
did  not  make  a  voluntary  tender 
of  his  fervices,  he  was  invited, 
which  could  only  be  confidered  as 
a  command,  by  Bonaparte  ;  he 
complied  as  a  matter  of  neceffity, 
and  his  fentiments  on  that  fubjebt 
are  faid  to  have  been  authorita¬ 
tively  and  explicitly  declared. 

n  The  compliance  of  his 
oa.  holinefs  was  extremely 
agreeable  to  Bonaparte,  and 
his  journey  into  France  was  per¬ 
formed  with  every  circurrffiance  of 
Pate  and  magnificence.  Some  of 
his  efcort  preceded  him  three  days. 
His  cardinal  and  fuperior  officers 
were  in  coaches  and  four  ;  himfelf 
in  a  coach  and  lix,  his  military- 
train  was  numerous,  the  journey 
was  by  Piort  Pages,  and  theavant- 
couriers  and  the  purveyors  took 
care  that  nothing  ihould  be  vyant- 

-d  to  tQ  accommodation, 
2  - tfo  ^ree  weeks,  the  pope 
Nov.  ^Ned  at  f'ontainbleau, 
where  Bonaparte  was  hunt- 
ing,^  who  on  being  informed  of  his 
coming,  haPened  to  meet  him. 
The  refpeft  which  Bonaparte  ofo 
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tentatiouily  paid,  was,  however, 
tempered  by  an  anxious  care  not 
to  fantPion  any  notions  *he  Pope 
or  his  poffible  fucceffors  might  en¬ 
tertain  or  wifn  to  revive,  of  their 
own  temporal  fuperiority.  At 
Saint  Herem,  where  they  met, 
Bonaparte  alighted  from  his  horfe 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  pope 
depended  from  his  carriage,  they 
advanced  an  equal  number  ol  Peps 
to  embrace.  Six  carriages  then 
coming  up,  Bonaparte  hr  it  feated 
himfelf  in  one  of  them,  and  Pius 
VII.  getting  in  afterwards,  was 
placed  on  his  right  hand.  A 
double  line  of  foldiers  was  formed, 
through  which  they  palled  to  the 
caPle,  their  progrefs  being  ho¬ 
noured  by  frequent  difeharges  of 
artillery,  and  his  holinefs,  having 
been  received  in  great  Pate  by  the 
domepic  officers,  paid  his  vifits,  pf 
form  to  Bonaparte  and  his  wife. 

The  ceremony  of  making  an. 
emperor  was  now  drawing  to  3 
clofe.  It  was  announced  in  the 
Moniteur,  that  the  propofition  that 
the  imperial  dignity  fhall  be  here¬ 
ditary  in  the  lineal  dependants, 
natural,  legitimate  or  adoptive  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  in  the 
lineal  dependants,  natural  and 
legitimate  of  Jofeph  and  Louis, 
had  been  fubmitted  to  the  people  ; 
and  that  out  of  3, 5 24, 254  voters, 
3,521,675  had  voted  in  the  affir¬ 
mative,  and  confequently  that  fuch 
was  the  will  of  the  nation,  law¬ 
fully  expreffed. 

As  the  day  appointed  for  ^ 
the  coronation  drew  near,  ^ 
deputations  from  public 
bodies  preffed  to  offer  their  con¬ 
gratulations  and  homage  to  the 
emperor,  the  emprefs  and  the  pope  ; 
a  programme  or  plan  of  proceeding 
was  publilhed,  detailing  iqinutely 


/ 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


the  form  and  courfe  of  the  procef- 
lion,  and  of  the  ceremonial,  which 
was  exaftly  followed.  At  fix 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  day 
was  ufhered  in  by  the  ringing  of 
bells  and  firing  of  cannon,  a  vafl 
concourfe  admitted  bv  means  of 
tickets  only,  filled  the  places  al¬ 
lotted  for  fpeiflators  in  the  metro¬ 
politan  church  ;  the  refidiie  of  the 
void  fpace  was  occupied  by  the 
conftituted  authorities  and  by 
troops,  great  numbers  of  whom 
were  alfo  on  duty  in  the  city. 
The  Pope  fet  out  at  9  o’clock  ex¬ 
actly,  and  a  grand  proceflion  w^ls 
formed  of  militarv  and  public  funcV 
tionaries  to  attend  him.  Every 
Sh.ing  which  met  the  eye  proved 
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how  much  care  had  been  employed 
in  completing  a  moll  finking  and 
magnificent  exhibition.  The  dref- 
fes  and  ornaments  of  Bonaparte, 
his  family,  and  his  officers  mili- 
tary  and  civil  were  fuperb.  The 
Pope  performed  the  ceremony  with 
the  confecrations  and  benedictions 
prefcribed,  and  it  was  not  the 
lead  remarkable  part  of  the  tranf. 
aftion  that  Bonaparte  was,  in  great 
form,  prefented  with  the  crown, 
fceptre,  and  fword  of  Charlemagne. 
The  grand  mafs  fin  idled  at  three 
o’clock  ;  the  city  was  brilliantly 
illuminated  at  night,  and  fo  great 
a  concourfe  was  never  known  on 
any  previous  occafion. 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Efforts  of  Bonaparte  to  diffolve  all  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Continent  ;  obfervations  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Spencer  Smith  to 
be  Minifer  of  the  Elector  of  V/irte?nbcrg  ;  Report  of  Regnier  on  fome  fup- 
pofed  intrigues  of  Mr.  Drake  at  Munich  ;  Circular  Letter  of  Talley  rand 
to  Foreign  Mimfiers  on  this  fubjedt ;  their  Anfwer  s  ;  mention  of  this 
Matter  in  the  Englijh  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Lord  Morpeth  ;  Anfwer  of 
Mr.  Addington  ;  Circular  Letter  of  the  King  of  England  ;  Mr.  Drake 
dif miffed  by  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria.  Second  Report  of  Regnier  ;  Attack 
on  Mr.  Spencer  Smith  ;  its  motives.  Capture  of  Captain  Wright  ;  he  is 
fent  to  Paris  ;  his  Fate.  Seizure  of  Sir  George  Rumbold  at  Hamburgh  ; 
Remonfrance  of  the  Britijh  Government  to  ail  Neutral  Nations ;  Sir 
George  Rumbold  is  carried  to  Paris  and  there  relenfed.  Seizure  of  two 
Britijh  Merchants  near  Altona  projedied  by  France ,  but  prevented .  Tal¬ 
leyrand*  s  tardy  Reply  to  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Britjh  Government . 
Indiffe  rence  of  the  King  of  PrnJJia  to  thefe  Events.  Protejl  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Ruffin  againfi  the  Murder  of  the  Due  d'Enghien  ;  Anfwer  of 
Talleyrand ;  Reply  of  Ruff  a  containing  certain  demands  ;  Counter-Demands 
of  France  ;  the  Ruffian  Charge  des  Affaires  quits  Paris.  Wavering 
Condudl  of  Ruff  a  ;  Indifference  of  the  Powers  of  Germatty  •  Enthufafm. 
of  the  King  of  Sweden.  He  is  abufed  in  the  Moniteur ;  refent?nent  of 
the  King  of  Sweden.  Treaty  of  Bonaparte  with  the  Count  of  Ben , 
theim ;  Protejl  of  the  King  of  England.  The  Emperor  of  Germany 
changes  his  Eitle  to  Emperor  of  Aufr'ia.  Abjedl  fate,  of  Spam .  Portu¬ 
gal  pur  chafes  Neutrality .  Demands  of  France  on  Naples  ;  re  fifed* 
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Mijery  of  Holland.  Capture  of  Surinam*  Capture  and  re -capture  of 
Goree.  Exploits  of  the  French  Admiral  Linois .  <  Independence  of  St9 
Domingo.  Dfputes  in  Jamaica.  State  of  Affairs  in  England  ;  Attack 
an  the  Boulogne  Flotilla  ;  Middlefex  Election. 


ONE  great  and  avowed  objeCt 
of  Bonaparte’s  policy  was  to 
feparate  Great  Britain  from  the 
continent  pf  Europe,  by  dif- 
folviug  all  her  political  connexions 
with  every  power,  and  rendering 
the  renewal  of  them  impcffible. 
This  defign  had  been  unremitting¬ 
ly,  and  almoft  openly  purfued  dur¬ 
ing  the  peace,  but  on  the  re. com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities,  forbear¬ 
ance  feemed  to  be  nq  longer  ne« 
ceffary,  and  no  limits  were  fet  to 
the  eagernefs  and  violence  with 
which  this  plan  was  followed. 

k  The  intended  attack  was 
jp  k  preceded,  as  ufual,  by  a 
coarfe  inveCtive  in  the 
French  official  paper.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Mr.  Spencer  Smith 
to  be  minifter  to  the  elector  of 
Wir  tern  berg,  occafioned  one  of 
thefe  abufive  efFufions,  in  which  it 
Was  reprefented  that  Mr.  Smith 
was  to  be  the  fubftitute  of  Mr. 
Wickham  in  the  operations  relat¬ 
ing  to  fpying,  corruption,  and 
plots  ;  but  it  might  happen  that 
the  fir  ft  conful  would  one  day  in¬ 
quire,  whether  the  law  pf  nations 
permitted  England  to  maintain 
fuch  agents  under  a  political  cha¬ 
racter,  either  at  Munich  or  at 
Stutgard. 

t6th  This  attack  was  foon 

Marchi0110'^1  b>:  a  lo"S  reP°’I 
trom  Regnier  the  grand 

judge,  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  fup. 

pofed  plot  in  which  Mr.  Drake, 

the  Brit illi  minifter  to  the  ele&or 

of  Bavaria,  was  the  agent,  and 

which  was  defcribed  as  a  part  of 

the  confpiracy  then  preparing  for 


trial  at  Paris,  but  publiffied  fepa« 
rately  for  the  purpofe  of  opening 
the  eyes  ot  Europe  to  the  defpr- 
cable  character  of  the  Englifh  mi¬ 
ni  (fry,  the  meannefs  of  its  agents, 
and  the  miferable  expedients  it 
had  recouife  to,  for  accomplifhing 
its  view's.  The  direft  co.rrefpon- 
dence  of  Mr.  Drake,  Regnier  faid, 
was  continued  for  four  months 
with  agents  fent,  paid,  and  em¬ 
ployed  by  him  in  the  heart  of  the 
republic,  and  confined  of  ten  ori¬ 
ginal  letters,  written  in  his  own, 
hand.  It  was  not  as  the  reprefen. 
tative  of  his  fovereign  that  Mr. 
Drake  came  to  Munich  with  the 
title  of  plenipotentiary.  This 
was  merely  his  oftenfthle  character, 
a  pretence  for  fending  him  ;  the 
genuine  objeCt  of  his  million  was 
to  recruit  for  agents  of  intrigue, 
revolt,  and  aftaffination  ;  to  ftir  up. 
a  war  of  plunder  and  murder 
againft  the  French  government, 
and  to  wound  the  neutrality  and 
the  dignity  of  the  government 
where  he  refided.  Qftenfibly,  he 
was  a  public  character,  he  was  in 
reality  (as  his  private  inftruCtions 
would  prove)  the  fecret  director 
of  Engiilh  machinations  on  the 
continent  ;  the  finews  of  which 
were  gold,  corruption,  the  foolifh 
hopes  of  thofe  concerned  in  the 
plot,  and  of  all  the  ambitious 
people  in  Europe.  The  plan  of 
operations  and  means  of  communi¬ 
cation  were  then  briefly  analyfed, 
and  finally  it  was  mentioned,  that 
the  great  point  was  to  gain  parti- 
zans  in  the  army.  On  this  fuby 
je£I  Regnier  exclaims  ;  (€  Blow 

vain 
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Vain  thefe  hopes  were,  is  fuffici- 
ently  charaderifed  by  the  driking 
unanimity  that  prevails  every 
where>  now  that  the  danger  with 
which  France  was  menaced  is  dif- 
covered.  But  the  attempt  to 
commit  a  crime,  the  bare  idea 
of  which  is  an  outrage  to  huma¬ 
nity,  and  the  execution  of  which 
would  not  only  have  been  a  na¬ 
tional  calamity,  but  I  may  add, 
a  calamity  for  all  Europe,  demands 
not* only  a  reparation  for  the  pad, 
but  a  guarantee  for  the  future.  A 
folitary,  fcattered  banditti,  a  prey 
to  want,  without  harmony,  and 
without  fupport,  is  always  weaker 
than  the  laws  which  are  to  punifh 
it,  or  the  police  which  ought  to 
Intimidate  it.  But  if  they  have 
the  power  of  uniting,  if  they  could 
correfpond  with  each  other,  and 
the  brigands  of  other  countries,  if 
in  a  profeffion  the  mod  honourable 
of  all,  inafmuch  as  the  tranquillity 
of  empires,  and  the  honour  of  fove- 
reigns,  depend  thereon,  there 
(hould  be  found  men  authorized  to 
make  ufe  of  all  the  power  their 
iituation  affords,  ro  pradife  vice, 
corruption,  infamy,  and  villainy, 
and  to  raife  out  of  the  refufe  of 
human  nature,  an  army  of  afl'aflins, 
rebels,  and  forgers,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  mod  immoral  and  mod 
ambitious  of  all  governments,  there 
would  be  no  fecurity  in  Europe  for 
the  exidence  of  any  date,  for  pub¬ 
lic  morality,  nor  even  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  principles  of  civili¬ 
zation.  It  is  not  my  duty  to  dif- 
cufs  the  means  you  may  podefs  to 
fecure  Europe,  by  guaranteeing  her 
againd  fuch  dangers.  I  content 
myfelf  with  informing  and  proving 
to  you,  that  there  exids  at  Mu¬ 
nich  an  Englifhman,  called  Drake* 
inveded  with  a  diplomatic  charac¬ 


ter,  who,  profiting  of  this  guife, 
and  of  the  vicinity  of  that  place, 
direds  dark  and  criminal  efforts 
to  the  heart  of  the  republic ;  wild 
recruits  for  agents  of  corruption 
and  rebellion;  who  reddes  beyond 
the  environs  of  the  town,  that  his 
agents  may  have  accefs  to  him 
without  fhame,  and  depart  with- 
out  being  expofed  ;  and  who  di« 
reds  and  pays  men  in  France* 
charged  by  him  with  paving  the 
way  to  an  overthrow  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  This  new  fpecies  of  ' 
crime,  efcnping  from  its  nature* 
the  ordinary  means  of  fuppredion, 
which  the  laws  put  in  my  power, 

•  I  mud  confine  myfelf  to  the  un¬ 
making  it  to  you,  and  pointing 
out  to  you  at  the  fame  time,  the 
fources,  circumdances,  and  confe- 
quencesF’ 

The  papers  on  which  this  report 
was  founded,  confided  of  ten  let¬ 
ters  written  by  Mr.  Drake  to  his 
agent  and  correfpondent  in  Paris, 
who  was  no  other  than  the  Mehee 
deia  Touche,  mentioned  in  the  lalt 
chapter,  and  two  papers  intitled 
<(  Indrudions,”  and  “  Additions  t® 
the  Indrudions.’*  That  the  let¬ 
ters  are  genuine,  there  is  no  reafon 
to  doubt ;  of  the  inftrudions,  the 
reporter  does  not  pretend  to  give 
a  true  copy,  but  only  the  fubdance, 
and  there  is  much  reafon  to  fufpect 
that  as  fome  portion  of  that  which 
was  written  is  fuppreffed,  fome 
part  of  that  which  was  publifhed 
is  fabricated.  The  firft  part  di¬ 
rects,  in  a  very  ordinary  way,  the 
manner  in  which  Mehee  de  la 
Touche  (hall  pay  and  correfpond 
with  his  inferior  agents,  and  how 
he  dial!  convey  intelligence  to  his 
employer.  Mehee  de  la  Touche 
is  particularly  indruded  to  inform 
his  affociates,  that  having  the  high- 
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eft  opinion  of  their  prudence,  the 
purity  of  their  intentions,  and 
their  patriotifm,  they  may  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  pecuniary  a  ill  ft  a  nee, 
to  enable  them  to  overthrow  the 
prefent  government,  and  afford 
means  for  the  French  nation  to 
choofe  the  form  of  government, 
1110ft  likely  to  allure  its  happinefs 
and  tranquillity  ;  a  point  which 
ten  years  experience  ought  to  have 
rendered  very  obvious.  The  ad¬ 
ditional  inftru&ions  contained  the 
means  to  be  ufed  for  overthrowing 
the  exilting  government  of  France, 
and  the  firft  recommended  are  moll 
obvious  and  natural  ;  the  obtain¬ 
ing  exaffc  intelligence  of  all  the 
plans  of  government  through  per¬ 
sons  employed  in  the  public  offices, 
to  the  end  that  thofe  plans  may  be 
erfedlually  counteracted  and  fruf- 
trated.  It  was  a  particular  requeft 
that  Mr.  Drake  might  be  inform¬ 
ed  of  Bonaparte’s  plans  with  re. 
fpeCt  to  Turkey  and  Ireland,  and 
of  the  plots  of  the  Irilh  refugees. 
All  this  was  no  more  than  the 
common  mode  ufed  in  the  time  of 
war  for  obtaining  intelligence  of 
the  defigns  of  an  enemy,  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  refidne  of  the 
iuft rtnftions  is  filled  up  v\ith  direc¬ 
tions  for  writing  with  fympathetic 
ink,  ufing  fictitious  names,  and 
eluding  the  fufpi cions  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  vigilance  of  the  poft- 
office.  The  great  objeCt  to  be  de- 
fired  was  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
the  ancient  monarchy,  and  for  that 
purpofe  committees  were  to  be 
formed,  and  a  correfpondence 
eftablifhed  with  England.  Two 
more  abfurd  directions  were  pro¬ 
bably  interpolated ;  the  one  was 
to  buy  over  thofe  employed  in  the 
powder  mills,  for  the  purpofe  of 
blowing  them  up,  as  might  be 


found  convenient ;  the  other  t& 
try  all  poffible  means  to  diforga- 
nize  the  armies,  both  within  and 
without  the  republic. 

The  agent,  Mehee  dela  Touche, 
the  report  proceeds,  having  been 
fent  from  England  to  Bavaria, 
there  to  receive  Mr.  Drake’s  in- 
ftruCtions,  before  he  commenced 
his  operations,  announced  to  him, 
by  a  note,  his  arrival  at  Munich; 
to  which  having  received  a  fatis- 
faCiory  anfwer,  and  made  his'  ar¬ 
rangements,  he  proceeded  to  Paris. 
There  he  faw  that  nothing  was  to 
be  done  ;  however,  he  did  not 
ceafe  to  fupply  Mr.  Drake  with 
letters  and  bulletins  for  his  money, 
but  he  alfo  let  the  police  into  the 
fecret  of  this  correfpondence. 

That  the  Britifh  government 
was  grofsly  duped  by  this  adven¬ 
turer,  employed  for  the  purpofe  by 
Bonaparte,  cannot  be  doubted,  but 
Mr.  Drake’s  letters  contain  no¬ 
thing  which  fupports  the  alfertion 
of  the  Grand  judge  with  refpeCt 
to  his  criminal  defigns,  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  intelligence  required, 
and  the  plans  fuggefted,  were  quite 
within  the  bounds  of  qualified  hof- 
tiliry.  Far  from  requiring  the 
affaflination  of  Bonaparte,  Mr. 
Drake  feemed  to  forefee  his  eleva¬ 
tion  to  the  imperial  dignity,  and 
at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  ufed 
thefe  expreffions  :  “  I  have  juft 

had  an  interview  with  a  perfon 
lately  arrived  from  Paris,  from 
whom  I  learn,  that  the  firft  con- 
ful  becomes  every  day  more  and 
more  extravagant ;  that  the  reign 
of  terror  is  re-eftablifhing  rapidly; 
that  his  violent  conduct  announces 
fufficiently  that  he  is  perfectly  eafy 
as  to  his  own  fituation  :  in  fhort, 
that  all  that  piaffes  prefages  fome- 
thing  remarkable,  more  or  lefs, 

at 
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St  ft  didance.  It  is  evident,  that 
the  invafion  of  England  embarraffes 
him  greatly  ;  for  though  he  pre¬ 
tends  to  be  refolutely  determined 
upon  if,  yet  is  he  fenfihle  of,  and 
fears  the  dangers  of  it,  without 
knowing  well  how  to  recede.  I  beg 
of  you  to  give  all  your  attention 
to  this  fituation  of  affairs,  the 
which  (according  to  the  perfon 
from  whom  I  heard  thefe  remarks) 
mud  bring  things,  fooner  or  later, 
to  the  definitive  cribs.”  In  the 
fame  letter,  he  obferves,  that  he 
knows  nothing  of  what  is  paffing 
in  La  Vendee,  and  a  fubfequent 
letter  (hews  how  falfely  any  co¬ 
operations  in  the  plans  of  Georges 
and  his  affociates  was  imputed  to 
England.  (f  It  is  only  through 
you/'  Mr.  Drake  fays  to  Mehee 
de  la  Touche,  “  that  I  learn  the 
circumftances  relative  to  Gcorees, 
&c.  I  have  no  other  knowledge 
of  his  projects,  than  that  with 
which  your  letter  furnifhes  me  ; 
but  if  you  poffels  the  means  of  ex¬ 
tricating  any  of  his  affociates  from 
their  difficulties,  fail  not  to  employ 
them.  I  befeech  you  earnestly, 
to  have  written  and  printed,  at 
once,  a  fhort  addrefs  to  the  army 
(officers  andfoldiers)  exciting  them 
not  to  fuffcr  Moreau,  their  fellow 
foldier,  who  has  fo  often  led  them 
to  vidlory,  to  perifh,  a  vidlim  to 
the  rage  and  the  jealoufy  of  the 
firft  conful.  Yon  may,  in  this  ad¬ 
drefs,  obferve,  that  the  merit  of 
Moreau  has,  for  a  long  time,  been 
offenfive  in  the  fight  of  the  petty 
tyrant;  and  that  the  firft  conful, 
to  get  rid  of  his  rival,  has  feledled 
the  moment  of  the  arrival  of  the 
news  of  the  unfortunate  fate  of  St. 
Domingo,  to  draw  off  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  nation  from  a  difafter, 
fingly  arifing  from  his  bad  conduct. 


[27  9 

You  will  do  well  not  to  lofe  a  mo¬ 
ment  in  making  this  fhort  addrefs, 
and  to  get  it  circulated  among  all 
the  armies  with  the  greateft  dili¬ 
gence.’ J 

As  this  report  was  publifhed  a 
very  few  days  after  the  murder  of 
the  due  d’Enghien,  all  poffible  ex¬ 
ertions  were  made  to  give  it  the 
utmoft  publicity,  and  by  making  it 
&  general  theme,  to  divert  the  at¬ 
tention  of  mankind  from  that  raofl 
atrocious  tranfadfion.  Accordingly 
it  was  printed  in  all  the  papers  in 
France,  and  all  the  other  ftates  on 
the  continent  to  which  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  France  extended  ;  a  copy 
was  fent  to  every  member  of  the 
diplomatic  body  in  Paris,  with  a 
circular  letter  from  Talleyrand® 
In  this  addrefs,  the  French  minif- 
ter  affirmed  that  a  confpiracy  was 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Drake,  which 
by  its  objedl,  as  well  as  its  date, 
connedfed  itfelf  with  the  infamous 
plot  which  was  then  under  inquiry- 
before  the  proper  tribunals.  Such 
a  proftitution,”  he  proceeds,  44  of 
the  moft  honourable  fun&ion  that 
can  be  entrufted  to  man,  was  unex¬ 
ampled  in  the  hiftory  of  civilized 
nations.  It  will  aftonifti,  it  will 
affiidl  all  Europe,  as  the  fcandal  of 
an  unheard-of-crime,  a  crime  which, 
till  this  moment,  the  moft  pervert¬ 
ed  governments  had  not  dared  even 
to  contemplate.” 

IT  this  letter  the  minifters  from 
the  different  courts  returned  an- 
fwers  more  or  lefs  flattering  to  the 
feelings  of  the  firft  conful.  The 

O 

anfvvers  of  cardinal  Caprara,  the 
Pope’s  legate,  and  Schimmelpen- 
ninck,  the  Dutch  minifter,  were  in 
the  abjedf  ftyle  which  might  be 
expedfed  from  the  dependent  con¬ 
dition  of  their  governments. 
That  of  Luccheflni,  the  envoy 
[5  4]  from 
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from  Pruffia,  was  temperate,  rot 
announcing  any  pofitive  decifion  on 
the  Lifts  in  queftion.  De  Souza, 
the  envoy  from  Portugal,  wrote  in 
terms  of  mere  civility.  Count 
Cobentzel,  the  imperial  ambaflador, 
a!fo  avoided  giving  any  opinion, 
and  the  note  of  D’Oubril,  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  charge  des  affaires,  was  fome- 
thing  like  a  fatire  in  difguife,  for 
it  declared  the  fatisfaftion  it 
would  afford  his  imperial  majedy 

to  ohferve,  that  the  care  taken  by 
*  * 

the  diplomatic  body  in  France,  to 
obferve,  on  all  occafions,  the  drift 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations 
was  honourably  appreciated  by  the 
chief  of  the  French  government. 
On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Living- 
don,  the  American  minifter,  wrote 
a  long  and  vehement  condemnation 
of  the  conduct  of  England,  not 
hef  taring  to  affirm,  that  the  papers 
proved.  Mr.  Drake  to  be  guilty  ; 
that  his  conduct,  even  if  he  ex¬ 
ceeded  his  authority,  was  fo  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  intentions  of  his 
government,  that  it  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  fubvert  focial  order,  and 
throw  nations  back  toward  the 
date  ofbarbarifm.  The  ambalfa- 
dor  of  Sweden  fent  a  letter,  but 
it  was  fo  little  fatisfactorty  to  Bo¬ 
naparte,  that  it  was  not  published 
with  the  red. 

A  fubjeft  of  this  nature 
and  importance  could  not, 
in  courfe,  efcape  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
a«d  accordingly,  Lord  Morpeth,  in 
a  very  moderate  and  manly  fpeech, 
mentioned  the  matter  in  the  lower 
houfe.  It  was  with  pain,  he  faid, 
he  was  compelled  to  advert  to  fo 
difagreeable  a  fubjeft ;  but  the 
tranfaftions  that  had  lately  taken 
place  in  France  relative  to  it,  ren¬ 
dered  it  neceffary  to  refeue  the 


April 


ch  a  rafter  of  the  government  and 
of  the  country  from  the  infamous 
charges  made  by  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  againd  one  of  our  mi¬ 
niders  at  a  foreign  court.  To 
juflify  the  aft  of  violence  which 
had  been  committed  by  the  French 
government,  it  had  been  urged, 
that  inftruftions  had  been  given 
by  our  government  to  that  minif¬ 
ter,  to  encourage  and  excite  the 
fubjefts  of  France  to  the  cojnmif- 
fion  of  the  mod  abominable  crimes. 
As  long  as  the  charge  againd  this 
country  had  been  confined  to  the 
vehicles  of  the  rancour  and  male¬ 
volence  of  the  French  government, 
the  noble  lord  would  have  thought 
it  wife  to  treat  them  with  the 
fcorn  and  filence  fuch  unfounded 
calumnies  merited ;  but,  in  his 
opinion,  the  cafe  was  now  altered, 
A  publication  had  been  circulated 
at  Paris,  purporting  to  be  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  our  minider, 
refident  at  Munich,  and  a  French¬ 
man,  refident  in  Paris.  This  pub¬ 
lication  had  been  communicated  to 
all  the  foreign  miniders  at  Paris ; 
and  from  their  replies,  it  would 
appear,  that  they  had%ll,  with  the 
fingle  exception  of  the  Ruffian  mi- 
nlder,  prejudged  the  matter,  on 
allegations  unproved,  and  he  trud- 
ed  unproveable,  He  fhould  not 
dwell  upon  the  fervility  with 
which  Europe  bowed  to  the  power 
of  France,  but  he  fhould  wifh  to 
fee  that  fervility  confined  to  the 
continent,  and  to  have  it  proved 
to  the  world,  that  there  was 
©ne  country  a i  lead,  which  was 
neither  to  be  awed  by  its  menaces, 
nor  afperfed  by  its  calumnies.  At? 
to  the  charges  which  had,  in  this 
indance,  been  made,  he  truded  he 
fhould  be  judified  in  calling  on  his 
Majefty’s  miniders  to  prove  to 

the 
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the  world  that  they  had  not  armed 
the  hand  of  the  affaffin,  that  they 
had  not  aimed  the  dagger  in  the 
dark,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
they  had  condndled  their  fyftem 
of  hoftilities  in  that  fair,  open,  and 
manly  manner,  which  belongs  to 
legitimate  warfare. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  (Mr.  Addington)  faid,  he 
felt  obliged  to  the  noble  lord  for 
having  afforded  him  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  repelling  one  of  the  moll 
falfe  and  unfounded  charges  that 
had  ever  been  brought  againft  the 
government  of  any  civilized  na¬ 
tion.  He  trufted  the  houre  would 
not  expert  from  him,  on  this  oc- 
calion,  more  than  an  expreffion  of 
that  indignation,  in  which  he  was 
lure  every  individual  in  the 
country  participated,  at  the  atro¬ 
cious  calumnies  propagated  by  a 
tyrannical  government,  for  the 
purpofe  of  covering  adls  of  the 
mod;  outrageous  and  defpotic  na¬ 
ture.  He  could  aver  with  the 
greateft  truth,  that  no  inftrudlions 
or  authority  inconliftent  with  the 
rights  of  independent  nations,  or 
with  the  eftablifhed  laws  by  which 
civilized  nations  are  bound,  had 
been  given  to  any  minifter,  or  to 
any  individual,  by  his  Majefty’s 
government.  As  to  the  contrac¬ 
tion  that  had  been  put  upon  the 
publication,  he  trufted  the  houfe 
would  not  expedf  him  to  enter  into 
it ;  and,  with  refpedl  to  the  cor- 
refpondence  fo  publifhed,  it  was 
impoflible  to  be  particular,  inaf- 
much  as  no  communications  had 
yet  been  received  on  the  fubjedt 
from  the  individual  concerned. 
He  (hould  be  as  anxious  as  the 
noble  lord,  he  fhould  even  be  more 
anxious*  on  the  part  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  government,  to  take  the 


mod  efficacious  meafures  to  vin¬ 
dicate  the  offended  honour  of 
his  Majefty,  for  he  could  not 
but  confider  the  honour  of  his 
Majefty,  and  of  the  country 
affected  by  fo  infamous  a  calum¬ 
ny. 

When  government  had  ^ 

obtained  more  exadt  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  fubjedl,  a  circular 
letter,  in  his  Majefty ’s  name,  was 
addreffed  to  all  the  minifters  of  fo¬ 
reign  courts  in  London,  It  began 
by  obferving,  that  the  experience 
which  all  Europe  muft  have  had  of 
the  condudt  of  the  government  of 
France,  would  have  induced  his 
Majefty  to  treat  any  charges 
which  might  have  been  brought 
by  them  againft  his  government, 
with  filence  and .  contempt,  if  the 
very  extraordinary  and  uoautha- 
rized  anfwers  which  many  of  the 
minifters  of  foreign  powers  had 
thought  proper  to  return  to  a  re¬ 
cent  communication  of  the  minif¬ 
ter  for  foreign  affairs  at  Paris,  had 
not  given  to  the  fubjedt  of  that 
communication  a  greater  degree  of 
importance  than  it  could  otherwife 
have  poffeffed.  The  affertion,  that 
the  Englifh  government  had  en¬ 
gaged  in  or  countenanced  any  plot 
of  affaffmation  was  treated  as  an 
unfounded  and  atrocious  calumny  ; 
an  accufation  moll  falfely  and  ca- 
lumnioufly  advanced  under  the 
fame  authority  againft  members  of 
his  Majefty's  former  government 
in  the  laft  war ;  an  accufation  in¬ 
confiftent  with  his  Majefty’s  ho¬ 
nour,  and  with  the  known  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Britifti  nation  ;  and  fo 
completely  unfupported  by  even 
any  fhadow  of  proof,  that  it  might 
jullly  be  prefumed  to  have  been 
brought  forward  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  di- 
*  verting 
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verting  the  attention  of  Europe 
from  the  contemplation  of  that 
fanguinary  deed,  which,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law  ol  nations,  and  of 
the  plained;  dictates  of  honour  and 
humanity,  had  been  recen  ly  per¬ 
petrated  by  the  direft  order  of  the 
Firft  Conful  of  France.  The  let¬ 
ter  then  vindicates  the  right  of 
government,  in  time  of  war,  to 
liden  to  the  complaints  of  thofe 
fubjeds  of  France,  who  were  dif- 
fatisfied  with  their  yoke,  and  to 
affid  them  in  their  deligns  of  eman¬ 
cipating  themfelves  from  it,  fo  far 
as  thofe  deligns  were  fair  and  jus¬ 
tifiable.  The  expediency  of  aid¬ 
ing  upon  this  right  [even  if  the 
right  were  in  any  degree  doubt¬ 
ful)  would,  in  the  prefen t  cafe,  be 
mod:  fully  fanilioned ;  not  only  by 
the  aftual  date  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion,  but  by  the  conduct  of  the 
government  of  that  country, 
which,  ever  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  war,  had 
maintained  a  communication  with 
the  difaffedted  in  his  Majedy’s  do¬ 
minions,  particularly  in  Ireland, 
and  had  actually  ademblcd,  on  the 
coad  of  France,  a  body  of  Irifh. 
rebels  for  the  purpofe  of  aiding 
their  defigns  againd  that  part  of 
his  united  kingdom.  If  any  mi- 
nider,  the  letter  proceeded,  accre¬ 
dited  by  his  Majedy  to  a  foreign 
court,  has  held  correfpondence 
with  perfons  in  France,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  information  of 
the  proje&s  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  or  for  any  other  legiti¬ 
mate  purpole,  he  has  done  no  more 
than  miniders  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumdances  have  been  uni  for  ml  V 
confidered  as  having  a  right  to  do, 
with  refpeft  to  the  countries  with 
which  their  fovereigns  was  at  war; 
and  much  lefs  than  the  miniders 


and  commercial  agents  of  Franc*? 
in  neutral  countries  can  be  proved 
to  have  done  with  regard  to  the 
difaffectcd  in  parts  of  his  Majedy’s 
dominions.  But  of  all  govern* 
ments  pretending  to  be  civilized, 
that  or  France  has  the  lead  right 
to  appeal  to  the  law  of  nations. 
With  what  confidence  can  they 
appeal  to  that  law,  who,  from  the 
commencement  of  hodilities,  have 
been  in  the  courfe  of  conftantly 
violating  it  ?  Indances  were  given 
in  the  detention  of  the  Britifh  fub- 
jeds  in  France,  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  promife  of  that  govern¬ 
ment  ;  their  feizure  of  two  veffels, 
under  circumdances  the  mod  un¬ 
warrantable  ;  and  the  proceedings 
with  refped  to  the  garrifon  of 
Saint  Lucie.  The  principal  fort 
of  that  idand  was  taken  by  affault, 
but  the  garrifon  was  allowed  all 
the  privileges  of  prifoners  of  war, 
and  differed  to  proceed  to  France 
upon  an  underdanding  that  a  pro¬ 
portionate  number  of  Englifh  pri- 
foners  fhould,  in  return,  be  fet  at 
liberty  ;  yet,  notwithdanding  this 
indulgence  on  the -part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  commander,  to  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  cafe,  the  French 
garrifon  could  not  have  the  fmalled 
pretendon,  not  a  dngle  Englifh 
prifoner  had  been  redored  to  this 
country.  (i  Such,3’  it  was  added, 
(<  has  been  the  conduft  of  the 
French  government  with  refpeft  to 
the  power  with  whom  they  are  at 
war.  What  has  been  their  con¬ 
duct  to  thofe  with  whom  they 
have  remained  at  peace  ?  Is  there 
a  treaty'  they  have  not  broken  ? 
Is  there  a  neighbouring  territory 
whofe  independence  they  have  not 
violated?  It  is  for  the  powers  on 
the  continent  to  determine  how 
long  they  will  tolerate  fuch  unpa¬ 
ralleled 
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ralleled  outrages ;  but  it  is  too 
much  to  fay  that  if  fuch  a  courfe  of 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  any  go¬ 
vernment  can  be  fuffered  to  conti¬ 
nue  without  refinance  or  control, 
there  mud  foon  ceafe  to  exift  that 
falutary  fyftem  of  public  law,  by 
which  the  communities  of  Europe 
have  for  ap-es  maintained  and  en- 

O  _ 

forced  the  facred  obligations  of 
humanity  and  juftice?” 

„  In  the  mean  time,  the 
.  French  government  was 
arC  lp  ufing  all  its  influence  and 
adivity  in  fecuring  the  defired  ef¬ 
fects  from  the  difclofure  of  Mr. 
Drake's  correfpondence.  On  re¬ 
ceipt  of  Regnier’s  report,  the  Ba¬ 
ron  de  Montgelas,  minifter  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  announced  it 
to  Mr.  Drake,  with  the  addition, 
that  the  originals  in  Mr.  Drake’s 
own  hand. writing  were  then  be¬ 
fore  him.  t(  His  Electoral  high- 
nefs,”  be  faid,  i(  is  deeply  pene¬ 
trated  with  grief  at  the  difcovery, 
that  his  capital  has  been  the  centre 
point  in  a  correfpondence,  which 
is  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  million 
with  which  his  excellency  Mr. 
Drake  was  invefled  at  this  court; 
and  he  owes  it  to  his  dignity  and 
to  the  welfare  of  his  fubjeds,  to 
declare,  that  from  this  moment,  it 
is  impoffible  for  him  to  have  any 
communication  with  Mr.  Drake, 
or  to  receive  him  at  his  court.” 

Some  fubjeds  of  the  Eledor 
were  arretted  as  having  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  this  fuppofed  plot,  mea- 
fures  of  feverity  were  reforted  to 
with  refped  to.  emigrants,  which 
were  imitated  at  Stutgard  and 
other  places,  and  Mr.  Drake  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  his  million. 

In  furtherance  of  the 
fame  objeds,  Regnier  foon 
publiihed  a  fecond  report, 


i  ith 
April 


in  which  he  informed  Bonaparte, 
that  Mr.  Drake  was  not  the  only 
agent  of  England  whofe  political 
million  was  merely  the  plaulible 
malk  of  a  hidden  miniflry  of  feduc- 
tion  and  infur  region.  Mr.  Spen¬ 
cer  Smith  was  fimilarly  implicated. 
In  the  manner  of  his  former  report, 
Regnier  recapitulated  the  lubftancep 
and  made  deductions  from  the  let¬ 
ters  annexed.  In  conclufion,  he 
gave  fome  advice,  which  he  would 
not  have  ventured  to  give,  had  he 
not  known  that  it  was  precifely 
what  his  matter  wifhed  to  receive, 
but  it  is  too  remarkable,  both  in 
import  and  expreffion  to  be  omit¬ 
ted.  (S  Perhaps,”  he  fays,  “  I 
tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  my  func¬ 
tions  ;  but  I  mutt  tell  you,  with 
that  truth  which  you  love  to  hear, 
that  France  cannot  fuller  a  hoftile 
power  to  eftablifh,  on  neutral  ter¬ 
ritory,  accredited  agents,  whofe 
principal  milflon  is  to  carry  difcord 
to  the  bofom  of  the  republic.  You 
are  at  the  head  of  a  nation  great 
enough,  ftrong,  and  brave  enough, 
to  obtain,  as  your  right,  an  abl'o- 
lute  neutrality.  You  have  con- 
ftantly  commanded  me  not  to  fuller 
that  confpiracies  be  framed  in  any 
part  of  our  immenfe  territory, 
againft  any  exitting  government ; 
and  already,  during  the  Ihort  fpace 
of  time  elapfed  fince  I  have  been 
intruded  with  the  adminiftration 
of  the  police,  have  I  repeatedly  an¬ 
nulled  machinations  which  threat¬ 
ened  the  king  of  Naples  and  the 
Holy  See ;  I  have  purfued  as  far 
as  Stralhurgh  the  forgers  of  Vi¬ 
enna  Bank  notes.  All  thefe  fads 
have  proved  how  fincere  your  wilh 
is  to  fecure  eftablilhed  govern¬ 
ments  againtt  every  kind  of  propa¬ 
gandas  and  plots.  Why  fhould 
vou  not  have  the  right  to  demand 
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an  entire  reciprocity  from  the 
ftates  of  the  Germanic  empire  ? 
Why  fhould  Munich,  Stutgard, 
Ettenheim,  and  Fribourg,  have 
the  right  of  remaining  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  confpiracies,  which 
England  never  ceafes  to  form 
againft:  France  and  Helvetia? — 
Thefe  objefts  deferve  your  ut- 
moft  folicitude,  Citizen  Firft  Con- 
ful ;  and  I  dare  to  tell  you  fo,  be- 
caufe  this  privilege  belongs  to  the 
chief  minifter  of  juftice,  and  the 
moil  ferious  attention  in  this  re. 
fpedt  forms  part  of  your  firft  du¬ 
ties. — It  may  be  objected,  I  know, 
that  England,  as  a  friendly  power, 
has  a  right  to  fend  minifters  to 
the  Electors  of  Bavaria,  Baden, 
and  Wirtemburgh.  But  Englilb 
diplomacy  is  compofed  of  two 
forts  of  agents,  whom  all  the  con¬ 
tinent  well  know  how  to  diftin- 
guifh.  Such  minifters  as  Corn¬ 
wallis  and  Warren,  are  never  ac¬ 
credited  but  for  honourable  mif- 
fions,  to  maintain  a  good  under- 
ftanding  between  nations,  and  to 
regulate  the  grand  interefts  of 
policy  or  of  commerce ;  whilft 
the  Wickhams,  the  Drakes,  and 
the  Spencer  Smiths,  are  known 
throughout  Europe,  as  the  artifi¬ 
cers  of  crimes,  whofe  cowardice  is 
prote&ed  by  a  facred  character. 
I  will  fay  more :  the  prefence  of 
thefe  contemptible  agents  is  very 
mortifying  to  the  princes  in  friend- 
fhip  with  France;  and  the  Courts 
of  Munich  and  Sturgard  cannot 
fupport,  without  difguft,  Drake 
and  Spencer  Smith,  whom  num- 
berlefs  reafons  render  fufpedfed  of 
a  very  different  million  from  that 
which  is  announced  by  their  of¬ 
ficial  title.  In  confequence  of 
the  demand  that  you  have  made 
of  them,  the  Ele&oxs  of  Bavaria 
8 


and  Wirtemburgh  have  driven 
from  their  ftates  the  impure  re¬ 
mains  of  the  French  who  are  ene¬ 
mies  to  their  country,  and  whofe 
hatred  has  furvived  the  calamities 
of  civil  war,  and  the  pardon  which 
you  have  granted  them.  Let 
them  equally  drive  away  thefe  ar¬ 
tificers  of  confpiracy,  whofe  mif- 
fion  has  no  other  objedf  but  to  re¬ 
animate  the  inteftine  diflenfions  of 
France,  and  to  fow  frefh  difcord 
on  the  continent.  Ought  not  our 
neighbours  to  fufferan  equal  alarm 
with  ourfelves  at  the  return  of 
political  troubles,  and  of  all  thofe 
horrors  of  war,  which  can  be  pro. 
Stable  only  to  that  nation  which 
is  the  enemy  of  every  other  ?  I 
demand,  in  the  moft  earneft  man¬ 
ner,  and  every  duty  I  owe 
you,  Citizen  Firft  Conful,  im¬ 
pels  me  to  make  the  requeft,  that 
the  cabinet  may  take  fuch  effec¬ 
tual  meafures,  that  the  Wick¬ 
hams,  the  Drakes,  and  the  Spen¬ 
cer  Smiths,  may  not  be  received 
by  any  power  in  friendfhip  with 
France,  whatever  may  be  their 
title  or  character;  men  who  preach 
up  affafiination,  and  foment  do- 
meftic  troubles ;  the  agents  of 
corruption,  the  miffionaries  of  re¬ 
volt  againft  all  eftablifhed  govern¬ 
ments,  are  the  enemies  of  all 
ftates,  and  of  all  governments. 
The  law  of  nations  does  not  exift 
for  them.  I  have  fulfilled  my 
duty,  Citizen  Firft  Conful,  in 
expofing  to  your  view  the  fadts 
which  prove,  that  Drake  and 
Spencer  Smith  exercife  upon  the 
continent  the  fame  million  with 
which  Wickham  was  charged  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  war.  Your  fupreme 
wifdom  will  do  the  re^t.,, 

Among  the  papers  annexed  to 
the  report,  not  one  letter  of  Mr. 
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Spencer  Smith  was  found  ;  but 
that  defend  was  to  be  fupplied  by 
a  narrative  of  an  adventurer,  call¬ 
ing  himfelf  Colonel  Rofey,  who 
acting  under  the  inftrudions  of 
Mehee  de  la  Touche,  had  drawn 
considerable  fums  from  Mr.  Drake, 
and  fome  letters  from  the  latter 
gentlemen.  From  thefe  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  had  been  duped  of  about 
8000I.  by  thefe  impoftors,  and 
the  French  had  to  triumph  in 
their  fuperior  fagacity ;  but  no 
eiifcovery  was  made  of  any  plot  of 
affafiination,  or  of  any  defign  but 
thofe  which  were  avowed  and  vin¬ 
dicated  in  his  Majefiy’s  circular 
letter. 

The  attack  on  Mr.  Spencer 
Smith  was  accounted  for  on  grounds 
little  honourable  to  the  magnani¬ 
mity  of  Bonaparte,  and  appa¬ 
rently  founded  on  truth.  His 
iniffion  to  the  Eledor  of  Wirtem- 
burgh  gave  great  offence,  and  was 
the  fubjed  of  the  abufe  mentioned 
in  this  chapter,  even  before  he 
had  arrived  at  Stutgard,  and  this 
fcurrilous  attack  was  inferted  not 
only  in  the  Moniteur,  but  alfo  in 
a  paper  pubiifhed  under  French  in¬ 
fluence,  and  circulated  in  the  do- 
pinions  of  the  Eledor,  called 
Miroir  de  la  France.  Mr.  Smith, 
from  the  moment  of  his  arrival, 
was  furrounded  by  the  fpies  and 
agents  of  France.  In  'the  narra¬ 
tive  of  Rofey,  a  converfation  was 
ftated  to  have  taken  place  between 
him  and  Mr.  Smith,  and  between 
him  and  the  Abbe  Pericaud,  whom 
he  defcribed  as  the  fecretary  of 
the  Ex-bifnop  of  Se’ez,  and  to 
whom  he  afcribed  fentiments  of 
moil  rancorous  hatred  toward 
France.  Mr.  Smith,  foon  after 
the  publication  of  the  reports. 


quitted  Stutgard,  and  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  London,  the  Abbe  Peri¬ 
caud  gave  an  account  of  his  con- 
verf ition  with  Rofey,  fo  probable 
as  to  be  well  entitled  to  belief, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fo  contra¬ 
dictory  to  that  of  Rcfey,  as  to 
throw  great  doubt  on  all  his  nar¬ 
rative  where  converfations  are  re¬ 
lated. 

The  enmity  againft  England, 
which  produced  thefe  reports,  was 
not,  however,  confined  to  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  them.  Chance  threw 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  a  vic¬ 
tim,  on  whom  their  malice  could 
be  fuccefsfully  exercifed,  . 
Captain  Wright,  cruizing  ,1$*“ 
on  board  a  corvette  in  the  a^* 
Bay  of  Quiberon,  was  becalmed, 
and  taken  by  the  French  gun¬ 
boats.  He  was  a  perfon  in  whofe 
capture  Bonaparte  would  for  every 
reafon  rejoice.  He  had  been  the 
fellow  prifoner  in  the  Temple  with 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  efcaped  with 
him,  ferved  under  him  in  Egypt 
and  Syria,  and  had  already  been 
named  in  the  reports  as  the  perfon 
who  effeded  the  landing  of 
Georges,  Pichegru,  and  their  com¬ 
panions.  This  capture  was  deem¬ 
ed  worthy  of  an  exprefs  communi¬ 
cation  to  the  government,  which 
was  written  by  Julliem,  general 
of  brigade,  prefed:  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Morbihan,  to  the  grand 
judge.  This  general  obtained  an 
interview  with  Captain  Wright  as 
he  was  marched  through  Vannes, 
with  the  intention,  as  he  Pates  it, 
of  obtaining,  by  artifice,  fome 
admiffion  or  accounts  relative  to 
the  traitors  who  might  be  aiding 
him  on  the  coaft,  or  of  the  ac¬ 
complices  in  the  confpiracy  who 
might  have  fecreted  themfelves 
aboard  the  veffel,  to  efcape  to 
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England.  Having  himfelf  ferved 
in  Egypt,  Julliem  knew  Captain 
Wright,  and  thought  he  might 
wake  fome  ufeful  difcoveries,  or, 
at  lead,  might  endeavour  to  acquit 
himfelf,  by  avowing  that  it  was 
by  order  of  his  government  that 
he  difembarked  on  the  French 
coaft  the  fuppcfed  confpirators,  and 
might  thus  furnifh  a  new  and  au¬ 
thentic  proof  of  the  participation 
of  the  Britifh  cabinet  in  this 
tranfaftion,  and  therefore  fent  him 
off  by  the  diligence,  and  under  the 
efcort  of  the  gendarmerie.  u  Mr. 
Wright/*  Julliem  proceeds,  il  is 
very  refer ved  and  cunning,  a  fa¬ 
natical  enemy  of  the  French,  vain 
enough  to  confider  himfelf  dedined 
to  play  a  confiderable  part,  and 
fo  infolent  as  to  believe  that  his 
iituation  fecures  him  from  danger. 
But  this  may  fail  him,  if  he  is 
placed  in  the  alternative  of  throw¬ 
ing  the  blame  of  his  million  upon 
his  government,  or  of  palling  for 
an  oftenfibie  confpirator,  and  fo 
liable  to  juftice.  Although  I 
wilhed  to  conceal  from  him  the 
motive  of  the  extraordinary  mea- 
fure  adopted  towards  him,  he  was 
not  to  be  duped  ;  and  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  from  my  conver- 
fation  with  him,  that  he  had  du- 
died  his  part,  and  is  determined  to 
remain  filent,  on  the  principle 
that  he  ought  only  to  render  an 
account  of  his  military  exertions 
to  his  own  government,*’  The 
general  had  not  mifcalculated  the 
firmnefs  ofCaptain  Wright’s  mind, 
but  he  had  edimated  far  too  highly 
the  generolity  of  his  own  govern¬ 
ment,  when  he  recommended  that 
he  (hould  receive  no  treatment  un¬ 
worthy  a  prifoner  of  war.  The 
unfortunate  vi&im,  on  his  arrival 
in  Paris,  was  imprifoned  in  the 


Temple,  and  refilling  every  temp¬ 
tation  which  was  held  out  to  al¬ 
lure  him  to  make  declarations  in¬ 
jurious  to  his  country,  he  was 
progrehively  tortured  and  mangled 
from  day  to  day  until  his  life  was 
the  facririce  of  his  virtue,  honour, 
and  condancy. 

Another  difplay  of  the  ^  ^ 

French  government,  and  £ 
their  total  difregard  of  ePt* 
every  principle  of  the  law  of  na. 
tions,  was  foon  afterward  made  in 
the  neutral  territory  of  Hamburgh. 
Fouche,  the  minider  of  police, 
fent  to  Bernadotte,  the  general  of 
the  army  of  Hanover,  a  letter,  in 
which  he  dated  that  he  had  mate~ 
rial  proofs  that  Sir  George  Rum- 
bold,  the  Britilh  agent  at  Ham¬ 
burgh,  was  following  the  fame 
courfe  of  fpying  and  machination 
which  had  already  excited  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  Europe  againd  Drake 
and  Spencer  Smith,  and  therefore 
it  was  the  exprefs  command  of 
Bonaparte,  that  Sir  George  Ihould 
be  feized,  and  all  the  papers  in  his 
houfe  fecured.  The  proper  com¬ 
munications,  Fouche  added,  will 
be  made  as  foon  as  the  operation 
fhall  be  complete,  and  Rumbold, 
with  all  his  correfpondence,  fhall 
be  within  your  lines; 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  in- 
dru&ions,  a  detachment  of 
350  French  troops,  under 
the  order  of  Frere,  was  embarked 
in  the  night  on  board  three  boats 
at  Harbourg,  a  little  town  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Electorate  of  Han¬ 
over,  and  dtuated  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Elbe.  As  it  is  only 
a  mile  from  Hamburgh,  they  foon 
landed  at  Hambergerberg,  between 
that  town  and  Altona,  and  a 
party  of  eighty  men  marched  to 
Grindel,  where  Sir  George  Rum- 

bold 
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bold  refided.  Grindel  confifts  only 
of  a  few  houfes,  and  the  family 
of  the  Britifh  minister  was  com- 
poled  only  of  a  man  and  maid  fer- 
vant.  The  party  arrived  at  about 
one  in  the  morning,  furrounded 
the  houfe,  forced  the  door,  and 
feized  their  captive',  who  could 
make  no  refiftance,  carried  him 
off,  fecured  his  papers,  and  all 
this  with  fo  little  difturbance, 
that  at  eight  o’clock  the  faCt  was 
not  known  in  Grindel.  Sir  George 
was  hurried  into  a  carriage,  which 
drove  to  the  bank  of  the  Elbe, 
and  conveyed  immediately  to 
Harburg,  and  fubfequently  to  Han¬ 
over,  in  order  to  be  taken  to 
Paris.  His  protections  againft 
this  outrage  produced  no  effeCt, 
and  the  only  liberty  he  could  ob¬ 
tain  was  that  of  fending  a  fhort 
account  of  this  abandoned  tranf- 
action  to  government. 

As  the  French  minifter  at  Ham¬ 
burgh  was  not  apprized  of  the 
intended  proceeding,  the  excla¬ 
mations  of  the  fenate  of  that  town 
againft.  the  violation  of  their  rights 
,  could  produce  no  effedt.  On 

<T  receipt  of  the  news,  the 
-Nov.  t,  •  A  j 

Britilh  government  ad- 

dreffed  a  note  to  the  diplomatic 
body,  appealing  in  ftrong  terms 
to  their  common  feeling  againft 
the  grofs  in  juft  ice  and  violence  of 
France.  This  ft  ate  paper  varied 
in  its  form  as  it  was  applied  to 
different  fovereigns,  and  the  King 
of  Pruflia  was  particularly  invok¬ 
ed,  not  only  as  a  fovereign,  and 
in  that  character  deeply  interefted 
in  this  outrage,  but  alfo  by  the 
ft  ill  greater  intereft  he  mull  feel 
on  account  of  the  nearnefs  of  the 
tranfadtion  to  his  own  dominions, 
and  of  his  quality  as  director  of 
flic  circle  of  Lower  Saxony,  and 
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guarantee  of  the  Germanic  con- 
ftitution. 

It  was  believed  that  this  fove- 
reign  was  preparing  on  this  occa- 
fion  to  lhew  fome  refentment,  but 
before  his  indecifion  could  be 
roufed  into  action,  the  occafion 
had  ceafed.  Sir  George  Rumbold, 
on  his  arrival  at  Paris,  to  which 
place  he  was  conveyed  with  great 
fwiftnefs,  and  under  the  efcort  of 
a  large  body  of  dragoons,  was 
lodged  in  the  Temple,  until 
Fouche  had  finiihed  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  his  papers.  At  the  end  of 
three  days’  clofe  confinement,  an 
officer  waited  on  him,  with  infor¬ 
mation,  that  he  was  to  be  fet  at 
liberty,  nothing  having  been  found 
to  warrant  the  fuppofition  that  he 
was  a  party  to  Mr.  Drake’s  con- 
fpiracy.  In  vain  he  required  the 
reftoration  of  his  papers  ;  that 
could  not  be  obtained  ;  and  when 
he  required  a  perfonal  interview 
with  Talleyrand  or  Fouche,  and 
warmly  exprefied  his  indignation 
at  the  treatment  he  had  under¬ 
gone,  the  officer  coolly  told  him, 
he  might  think  himfelf  very  for¬ 
tunate  in  'getting  off  fo  eafily. 
He  added,  that  he  was  not  to  ftay 
fo  much  as  an  hour  in  Paris,  and 
he  and  his  fervant  were  immedi¬ 
ately  placed  in  a  carriage,  and 
conveyed  to  Boulogne.  Here  they 
waited  five  days,  in  expectation 
of  a  boat  to  convey  them  acrofs 
the  channel,  but  none  being  found 
to  perform  this  fervice,  Sir  George 
was  carried  three  hundred  miles 
further  to  Cherbourg,  where  he 
was  embarked  in  a  boat,  which 
meeting  with  the  Britifh  Tri¬ 
gs  te  Niobe  at  fea,  put  him  on 
board,  and  being  landed  ~  ? 
at  Portfmouth  moft  un-  1  1 T* 
expectedly,  and  to  the  great  joy 
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of  his  friends,  he  arrived  in 
London, 

.  .  The  French  government 
4t  t  *  did  not  limit  their  inva- 

0Xm  fions  of  this  neutral  ter¬ 
ritory  to  this  aft,  A  plan  was 
formed  for  the  feizure  of  Meffrs. 
Thornton  and  Pariih,  two  Eng. 
lifh  merchants,  who  refilled  at  Ot- 
tenfen,  a  village  clofe  to  Altona, 
The  Danifh  government  being  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  plan,  fruft  rated  it 
hy  placing  a  fuperior  force  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  patroles  were 
fubfequently  placed  to  guard  the 
Banks  of  the  Elbe.  But  in  ail 
thefe  efforts,  fuccefs  or  difap- 
pointment  were  the  only  things 
confidered  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  The  fentiment  of  Europe, 
or  the  refentment  of  injured  na¬ 
tions,  they  had  learnt  to  brave 
and  to  defpife.  Of  the  particular 
aft  in  queftion,  no  formal  public 
¥indication  was  attempted ;  but 
to  give  fome  employment  to  thofe 
who  were  to  defend  the  caufe  of 
France,  a  very  abufive  and  fcur- 
rilous  anfwer  to  the  Britifh  cir¬ 
cular  letter  on  the  fubjeft  of  Reg- 
nder’s  report  refpefting  *Mr.  Drake 
was  pro'fufely  circulated,  and  au¬ 
thenticated  by  the  fignature  of 
Talleyrand.  That  this  was  a 
mere  device  becomes  very  obvious, 
when  it  is  recollefted  that  Lord 
Hawkefbury’s  note  was  publifhed 
the  30th  of  April,  and  the  French 
anfwer  did  not  appear  until  after 
the  sjth  of  November,  although  it 
was  dated  the  5th  of  September. 

However  atrocious  thefe  and 
other  afts  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  ho  probability  of  an  effeftual 
refiftance  to  them  was  at  this  time 
apparent.  It  was  clearly  under¬ 
load,  that  unlefs  Auftria,  Ruflia 
and  Pruffia  made  common  caufe  in 


repelling  the  aggreffions  of  France, 
the  fingle  oppofition  of  either  was 
not  likely  to  produce  any  perms-, 
nent  effeft.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
feemed  ro  be  rouzed  for  a  moment 
by  the  feizure  of  Sir  George  Rum- 
bold,  but  that  temporary  warmth 
fpeedily  fubfided,  and  he  reiapfed 
into  his  former  date  of  felfifhnefs 
and  indifference. 

The  diet  of  Rati  (bon  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  thefe  three 
fovereigns  to  vindicate  their  own 
honour,  and  dand  forward  for  the 
future  fecurity  of  their  dominions  ; 
but  there  was  evidently  no  com¬ 
mon  feeling  or  opinion  among 
them,  and  each  viewed  with  jea- 
loufy  or  diftade  the  proceedings  of 
the  other.  The  Emperor 
of  Ruffia  prefcnted  a  manly 
and  energetic  note,  on  the 
feizure  of  the  Duke  d’Enghien, 
being  a  duplicate  of  one  which 
had  been  tranfmitted  to  the  French 
government.  He  declared 
his  poignant  grief  at  the 
event,  which  he  viewed 
with  the  greated  concern,  as  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  tranquillity  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  German  territory. 
He  never  could  have  expefted  that 
a  power  which  had  undertaken, 
in  common  with  himfelf,  the  office 
of  mediator,  and  was  confequently 
bound  to  exert  its  care  for  the 
welfare  and  tranquillity  of  Ger¬ 
many,  could  have  departed  in 
fuch  a  manner  from  the  facred 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  duties  it  had  fo  lately 
taken  upon  itfelf. 

To  this  note  Talleyrand 
returned  a  lofty  anfwer. 

He  treated  the  interference  of  the 
emperor  as  the  effeft  of  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  the  enemies  of  France  in 
his  cabinet,  which  would  now  put 
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in  fiaz-ard  the  good  underftanding 
which  was  eftablifhed  with  fo 
much  pains,  and  which  appeared 
to  he  fo  well  confirmed  by  the 
happy  effe&s  which  it  had  pro¬ 
duced.  “  The  Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  the  King  of  Pruflia,”  it 
-proceeded,  <(  who  undoubtedly  are 
the  two  powers  the  molt  concerned 
in  the  fate  of  the  German  empire, 
have  underftood,  that  the  French 
government  was  fufHciently  autho¬ 
rized  to  arreft,  at  two  leagues 
diftance  from  her  frontiers,  French 
rebels,  who  confpired  againft  their 
own  country,  and  who,  by  the 
nature  of  their  plots,  as  well  as 
by  the  terrible  evidence  which 
corroborated  them,  had  placed 
themfelves  out  of  the  protection 
of  the  law  of  nations/’  The  im- 
poffibility  of  making  France  afraid 
was  then  infultingly  ftated,  and 
it  was  added,  that  as  France  did 
rot  meddle  with  the  parties  or 
opinions  between  which  Rufiia 
might  be  divided,  his  Imperial 
Majefty  could  have  no  right  to 
meddle  with  the  parties  or  opi¬ 
nions  between  which  France  might 
be  divided.  The  emperor  was 
accufed  of  maintaining  at  Drefden 
and  at  Rome,  authors  of  plots, 
who  might  feek  to  abufe  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  their  refidence,  for  the 
purpofe  of  difquieting  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Hates.  The  interference 
of  Alexander  with  refpeCl  to  the 
Due  d’Enghien,  it  was  faid,  leads 
to  this  queftion  : — If,  when  Eng¬ 
land  planned  tiie  murder  of  Paul  I. 
(fuppofing  intelligence  to  have 
been  received,  that  the  authors 
of  the  plot  were  at  a  league 
from  the  frontier),  would  not 
pains  have  been  taken  to  arreft: 
them  ? 


T wo  months  elapfed  be* 
fore  a  reply  was  made  to  this 
paper,  and  then  M.  D’Ou- 
bril,  the  Ruffian  charge  d’affaires, 
firft  complaining  of  it,  as  in  all 
refpefts  evafive,  and  by  no  means 
an  anfwer  to  the  note  he  had  de¬ 
livered,  contrafted  the  difpofitions 
and  conduct  of  the  Ruffian  and 
French  governments.  Ruffia  had 
on  every  occafion  endeavoured  to 
maintain  peace  and  to  mediate 
between  France  and  thofe  nations 
with  which  (he  had  any  difputes* 
The  French  government,  on  the 
contrary,  thought  itfelf  competent 
to  occupy  thofe  countries,  and  de¬ 
prive  them  of  their  commerce, 
which  in  vain  appealed  to  their 
neutrality  ;  his  Imperial  Majefty 
was  thereby  alarmed,  not  indeed 
on  his  own  account,  ftnee  from 
the  aCtiial  fttuation  and  power  of 
his  empire,  his  Majefty  could  re¬ 
main  a  quiet  fpe&ator  of  thofe 
diftreffing  feenes ;  but  he  was 
alarmed  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
other  ftates  of  Europe.  He  faw, 
in  fpite  of  all  his  exertions  and 
remonftrances,  the  danger  increas¬ 
ing  daily  ;  French  troops,  on  the 
one  fide,  occupying  the  Adri¬ 
atic  ;  on  the  other,  levying  con¬ 
tributions  on  the  Hanfe  towns, 
and  menacing  Denmark.  The 
manner  in  which  France  affeCled 
to  preferibe  to  other  countries  the 
mode  of  conduti.  they  fhould  adopt 
toward  the  emigrants,  was  ftre- 
nuonfly  decried.  The  emperor 
denied  that  he  was  the  protector 
of  confpirators,  but  at  the  prefent 
moment,  when  Portugal  -was 
obliged  to  purchafe  her  neutra¬ 
lity  ;  when  Naples,  to  fave  her’s, 
was  compelled  to  contribute,  at 
an  enormous  expence,  to  the  main- 
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tenance  of  the  French  troops  on 
her  own  territory  ;  when  all  Italy, 
efpecially  thofe  republics  that  had 
been  promifed  independence  and 
fiappinefs  ;  when  Swifferland  and 
Holland  were  confidered  merely  as 
French  provinces  ;  when  one  part 
of  the  German  empire  was  occu¬ 
pied,  while  in  another  part  French 
detachments  executed  arreFs  in 
contempt  of  tire  facred  law  of  na¬ 
tions  ;  at  fuch  a  moment  the  em¬ 
peror  would  leave  to  all  the  Fates 
alleged,  nay,  to  the  impartial 
Opinion  of  the  Cabinet  of  Saint 
Cloud  itfelf,  the  decifion  of  ihe 
queFion,  which  of  the  two,  RuFia 
or  France,  menaced  the  fecurity 
of  Europe  ?  which  of  them  aCted 
on  principles  the  moF  favourable 
to  the  independence  of  other 
Fates  ?  which  interfered  mod  in 
the  government  and  internal  po¬ 
lice  of  other  countries,  and  prac- 
iifed  the  moll  arbitrary  aCts 
againF  them  ?  The  charge  d’af¬ 
faires  concluded  by  faying  he  uras 
ordered  to  declare,  that  he  could 
not  prolong  his  Fay  at  Paris  unlefs 
the  following  demands  were  pre- 
vioufly  granted  : 

1.  That,  conformably  to  the 
4th  and  5th  articles  of  the  fecret 
convention  of  the  iith  of  OClo- 
ber,  1801,  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  fhould  order  its  troops  to 
evacuate  the  kingdom  of  Naples ; 
and  when  that  wras  done,  that  it 
{hould  engage  to  refpeft  the  neu¬ 
trality  of  that  kingdom/  during 
the  prefent  and  any  future  war. 

2.  That,  in  conformity  to  the 
feeond  article  of  the  faid  conven¬ 
tion,  the  French  government  fhould 
promife  to  eFablifh.  immediately 
fome  principle  of  concert  with  his 
imperial  majeFy,  for  regulating 
the  bafis  upon  which  the  affairs 


of  Italy  (hould  be  finally  ad* 
juFed. 

3.  That  it  (hould  engage,  in 
conformity  to  the  6th  article  of 
the  convention  aforefaid,  and  the 
promifes  fo  repeatedly  given  to 
Rufiia,  to  indemnify,  without  de¬ 
lay,  the  King  of  Sardinia  for  the 
Ioffes  he  had  fuftained. 

LaFly,  4.  That  in  virtue  of 
the  obligation  of  a  mutual  gua¬ 
rantee  and  mediation,  the  French 
government  fhould  promife  imme¬ 
diately  to  evacuate  and  withdraw 
its  troops  from  the  North  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  enter  into  an  engage¬ 
ment  to  refpeCI,  in  the  FriCteF 
manner,  the  neutrality  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  body. 

Talleyrand  anfwered 
this  letter  by  referring  to 
an  article  in  the  fame  treaty  which 
D’Oubril  cited,  by  which  the 
two  contra&ing  governments  en¬ 
gaged  not  to  fuffer  their  refpec- 
tive  fubje&s  to  maintain  any  cor- 
refpondence,  direCl  or  indireCl, 
with  the  enemies  of  the  two  Fates, 
or  to  propagate  principles  con¬ 
trary  to  their  refpeCtive  conFitu- 
tions,  by  fomenting  any  diFur- 
bance  whatsoever ;  and  that'  in 
confequence  of  this  agreement, 
every  fubjeCI  of  thefe  powers  in¬ 
habiting  the  Fates  of  the  other, 
who  Hiould  do  any  thing  contrary 
to  its  fafety,  fhould  be  removed 
from  the  faid  country,  and  be 
tranfported  beyond  its  frontiers, 
without  having  any  claim  to  the 
proteCiion  of  his  own  govern¬ 
ment.  The  promotion  of  French 
emigrants  to  places  of  honour  and 
truF  in  RuFia,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  Ruffian  Embaffador,  M. 
Markoff,  while  at  Paris,  were 
cited  as  breaches  of  this  article  ; 
and  the  writer  alked,  whether  the 
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mourning  which  the  Court  of  Ruf¬ 
fia  aflumed  for  a  man  whom  the 
tribunals  of  France  had  condemned 
for  having  plotted  againft  the 
fafety  of  the  French  government, 
was  a  conduct  conformable  to  the 
letter  or  the  fpirit  of  this  article  ? 
France  demanded  the  execution  of 
this  article  in  the  treaty,  alfo  of 
the  9th  article,  by  which  Ruffia 
engaged  to  guarantee  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Seven  Iflands,  and 
of  the  zd  article,  the  evident  ap¬ 
plication  of  which  fhould  have 
been,  that  inftead  of  manifefting 
fuch  a  partiality  for  England,  and 
of  becoming,  perhaps,  the  fir  ft 
auxiliary  of  its  ambition,  Ruffia 
fhould  have  been  united  to  France, 
in  order  to  confolidate  a  general 
peace,  to  re-eftablifh  a  juft  ba¬ 
lance  in  the  four  parts  of  the 
world,  and  to  procure  the  liberty 
of  the  feas. 

2 8th  rc$Y*  d’Oubril 

»  recapitulated  all  his  com- 

**  plaints,  noticed  the  9  v#  five 
manner  in  which  they  had  been 
anfwered,  and  finally  demanded 
his  pafi ports. 

If  this  correfpondence  alone 
could  be  viewed,  the  conduft  of 
Pvuffia  would  appear  to  be  wife  and 
dignified,  but  there  was  nothing 
of  correfponding  energy  in  the 
proceedings  of  her  government. 
While  the  progrefs  of  this  cor- 
refpondence  was  unknown,  the 
wavering  conduct  of  Alexander 
occafioned  much  furprlze,  and  the 
haughtinefs  of  France  feemed  evi¬ 
dently  to  be  formed  on  a  con¬ 
viction  of  his  inability  or  unwil¬ 
lingness  to  fupport  his  arguments 
with  the  requisite  force.  But,  in 
faCt,  as  the  principal  ground  of 
the  emperor’s  complaint  was  the 
violation  of  the  German  empire, 
by  the'feizure  of  the  Due  d’Eng- 


hien,  the  conduct  of  the  princes 
of  that  empire  was  fuch  as  to 
leave  him  almoft  without  a  pre¬ 
text  for  interfering.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  powers  contented  themfelves 
with  coldly  faying,  that  ,  . 
they  had  duly  tranfmitted  ^ 
from  the  Diet  the  impe*  A  a^e 
rial  note  of  Ruffia  to  the  Court  of 
Baden,  and  entertained  a  well 
founded  hope  that,  the  firft  conful 
would  ot  himfelf  be  inclined  to 
give  a  full  and  fatisfaClory  expla¬ 
nation  on  the  fubjeCt.  The  , 
EleClor  of  Baden  himfelf,  ,2 
while  he  expreffied  the 
livelieft  gratitude  for  the  bene¬ 
volent  friendfhip  of  the  emperor, 
could  not  fupprefs  his  profound 
grief,  that  the  occurrence  in 
queftion,  which  took  place  on  his 
territory,  fhould  be  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  difagreeable  differences,  that 
might  be  productive  of  the  molt 
dangerous  confequences  to  the 
peace  of  Germany.  This  impor¬ 
tant  confideration,  added  to  a  full 
confidence  in  the  well  intentioned 
fentiments  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  and  its  exalted  head,  made 
him  moft  earneftly  wiih  that  the 
reprefentations  made  to  the  Diet 
migl)t  have  no  further  confe- 
quences,  and  that  thus  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  anxiety  might  be  difpelled, 
fince  othervvife  the  tranquillity 
and  welfare  of  the  German  ern- 
pire,  and  probably,  indeed,  of 
all  Europe,  might  be  again  dis¬ 
turbed  and  endangered. 

The  King  of  Sweden  alone  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  animated  with  a  cou¬ 
rageous  refolution  to  fupport  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  make  common  caufe  with  the 
Emperor  Alexander.  As  , 
Duke  of  Pomerania,  he  2  y  f 
charged  hi$  envoy  to  enter  J 12 
his  vote  in  the  protocol  of  the 
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Diet,  by  which  he  declared,  that 
he  could  not  learn  without  the 
greateft  anxiety  and  alarm,  the 
events  which  took  place  in  the 
Electorate  of  Baden  in  the  month 
of  March  laft,  events  bv  which 
the  territorial  rights  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire  were  flagrantly  vio¬ 
lated,  and  its  future  lecurity  ex- 
pofed  to  the  grearelt  danger.  He 
confidered  full  and  fatisfadiory  ex¬ 
planations  due  from  the  French 
government  to  the  emperor  and 
the  empire. 

This  note,  together  with  one 
which  the  King  of  Sweden  had 
written  fix  months  before,  re¬ 
commending  the  erection  of  a  da- 
tue  in  honour  of  the  Archduke 
Charles,  excited  the  indignation 
of  the  French  government,  which 
was  difplayed  in  their  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  by  a  paragraph  of  grofs  fcur- 
rili  ty  in  the  Moniteur.  This 
difgufting  piece  of  reproach  con¬ 
tained  every  thing  of  contempt 
and  malevolence  which  could  hurt 
rhe  feelings  of  a  young  and  gallant 
fovereign.  He  was  taunted  with 
the  condudf  of  his  ancedors  and 
immediate  predeceffors,  and  affur- 
ed  that  his  utter  want  of  impor¬ 
tance  would  fecure  him  from  the 
refentment  of  France,  whatever 
line  of  condudf  he  might  chufe  to 

y  Fired  with  indignation 
J'  at  this  infolence,  the  king 
€Pr*  iffued  a  decree,  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  introdudfion  of  French 
publications  into  his  dominions, 
and  on  the  fame  day  tranfmitted  a 
note  to  M.  Gailiard,  the  French 
charge  d'affaires  at  Stockholm, 
dating  his  refentment  at  what  he 
termed  the  improper,  the  infolent, 
and  the  ridiculous  obfervations 
which  Monjieur  Napoleon.  Bonaparte 
4 


had  allowed  to  be  inferted  in  hits 
Moniteur.  In  confequence,  he 
declared  that  all  diplomatic  inter- 
courfe  of  every  kind,  both  pri¬ 
vate  and  public,  was  immediately 
to  ceafe  between  the  French  lega¬ 
tion  at  Stockholm  and  his  govern  ¬ 
ment,  but  he  would  allow  com¬ 
merce  to  continue  between  the 
two  countries. 

Such  proceedings,  however  h n- 
cerely  meant,  and  however  loftily 
announced,,  jvere  not  calculated  to 
abridge  the  power  or  lower  the 
pretenfions  of  France,  and  undif. 
turbed  by  any  plans  which  might 
be  in  agitation,  Bonaparte  exe¬ 
cuted  and  ratified  a  treaty  ^ 
with  the  reigning  Count 
of  Bentheim,  by  which  x  dj  * 
that  prince,  on  paying  into  the 
Hanoverian  treafury  8oo,coo 
livres,  the  fum  for  which  his 
territory  had  been  mortgaged  to  the 
Elector  of  Hanover,  was  rein, 
dated  and  guaranteed  by  France, 
in  the  full  poffeffion  of  his  domi. 
nions.  This  new  mode  of  plunder, 
and  difgraceful  manner  of  cancel¬ 
ling  a  debt,  occasioned  a  proteft 
from  the  King  of  England,  deli¬ 
vered  in  the  form  of  a  note  to  the 
Diet  of  Ratifbon  j  but  no  effect 
was  produced,  or  probably  ex. 
pefted* 

In  the  time  was 

now  arrived  when  the 
Germanic  body  was  no 
longer  to  be  confidered  as  united 
under  one  imperial  head.  The 
Emperor  Francis  fuddenly  iffued  a 
decree,  by  which  his  title  of  Em¬ 
peror  of  Germany  was  changed  for 
that  of  Emperor  of  Auftria.  He 
graced  this  abdication  by  a  pre¬ 
text,  that  he  was  following  the 
example  of  Ruffta  in  the  la ft  cen¬ 
tury,  and  France  in  the  prefent 
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day,  in  conferring  on  his  family 
an  hereditary  imperial  title  ;  but 
the  events  of  late  years  had  taught 
all  obfervers  to  conftder  this  as  a 
mere  pretext.  This  event  was 
hailed  with  undiflembled  joy  by 
France  and  Pruflia  ;  and  when  it 
was  announced  to  the  Diet  of 
Ratiflion,  it  excited  no  animad- 
verfion,  except  from  the  King  of 
Sweden,  who  confidered  this  change 
fo  infeparably  eonnedied  with  the 
compofition  of  the  German  em¬ 
pire,  that  it  was  not  to  be  laid 
before  the  Diet  merely  as  a  noti¬ 
fication,  but  as  a  fubjedt  for  de¬ 
liberation,  in  the  difcuflion  of 
which  all  the  members  of  the  Diet 
might  exprefs  their  opinions  as  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  conftitution.  No 
tribute  could  have  been  more  flat¬ 
tering  to  Bonaparte  than  this  con- 
cefiion,  which  made  the  fovereign, 
hitherto  confidered  as  the  firft  in 
Europe  in  point  of  dignity,  not 
only  more  recent  in  the  creation 
of  title  than  himfelf,  but  even  re¬ 
cording  Bonarparte's  example  as 
one  ot  the  motives  of  his  con. 
dudL 

If  from  the  powers  which  re¬ 
tained  their  independence  the  at¬ 
tention  is  turned  on  thofe  which, 
under  the  appearance  of  alliance, 
were  forced  into  war,  or  under  the 
Semblance  of  neutrality,  were 
compelled  by  France  to  contribute 
to  the  charges  of  it,  the  view  is 
ftill  more  odious  and  afflidfive. 
Spain,  which  whatever  might  be 
its  nominal  condition,  was  con¬ 
fidered  as,  in  faft,  a  mere  engine 
in  the  hands  of  France,  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  retain,  till  near  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  the  name  and  appear¬ 
ance  of  neutrality,  while  it  was 
known  that  the  treafure  of  the 
country  flowed  into  the  coffers  of 
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Bonaparte,  and  that  its  govern¬ 
ment  was  devoted  to  the  interefts, 
or  rather  blindly  obedient  to  the 
commands  of  France.  The  peo¬ 
ple  faw  with  anxiety  this  por¬ 
tentous  ftate  of  vaflalage,  but  their 
opinions  had  no  influence,  and  the 
courfe  of  events  foon  led  to  thofe 
hoftilities  which,  from  the  begin, 
ning  of  the  war,  many  had  con- 
fidered  as  inevitable.  The  pro* 
grefs  of  this  difpute  and  the  firft 
ads  of  violence  will  be  related  in 
the  next  volume. 

As  a  natural  friend  to  Great 
Britain,  Portugal  was  expofed  to 
all  the  rancour  of  French  info- 
lence,  and  all  the  enormities  of 
French  exadion.  At  an  early 
period  of  the  year.  General  Lafnes, 
the  French  minifter  at  Lifbon,  was 
faid  to  have  received  orders  of 
recal,  in  confequence  of  fome  com¬ 
plaints  which  he  made  of  ill  treat¬ 
ment,  and  about  the  fame  period. 
Lord  Strangford,  a  nobleman 
celebrated  for  his  acquaintance 
with  the  literature  of  Portugal, 
was  appointed  embaffador  from 
England.  It  was  foon,  however, 
announced,  that  the  Court  of  Lif- 
bon  had  infured  a  neutrality,  by 
an  exprefs  treaty,  concluded  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  it  was  no  fe- 
cret  that  the  price  of  this  neu¬ 
trality  was  a  very  large  annual 
itipend  to  France. 

While  Italy,  aa  the  dominion 
of  Bonaparte,  was,  generally  en¬ 
gaged  in  unimportant  efforts 
againfl  England  as  a  common  ene¬ 
my,  great  exertions  were  made  to 
induce  the  King  of  Naples  to  join 
in  the  fame  defigns  ;  but  although 
ruin  and  dethronement  were  the 
probable  confequences  of  giving 
offence  to  France,  compliance 
with  thefe  demands  was  refoutely 
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with-held.  The  prefence  of  Lord 
Nelfon  in  the  Mediterranean  with 
a  fleet,  gave  occafion  to  France  to 
exprefs  doubts  of  the  fincerity  of 
Naples  in  its  neutrality,  and  as  a 
left,  it  was  propofed  that  the  King 
fnOuid  give  up  three  fortified 
places  to  Bonaparte's  troops,  and 
it  was  faid  that  a  further  demand 
was  made  of  the  Neapolitan 
(hipping  to  augment  the  French 
navy.  To  enforce  thefe  requi- 
fitions,  was  fnppofed  to  be  one 
chief  caufe  of  the  million  of  Lucien 
Bonaparte  into  Italy ;  but  by 
whomfoever  propofed,  or  however 
fupported,  the  effort  failed,  and 
the  King  ©f  the  two  Sicilies  re¬ 
mained  inflexible. 

Holland,  which  had  been  for  fo 
many  years  the  victim  and  fport 
of  thole  who  were  invited  to  de¬ 
liver  her  from  the  imaginary  op- 
prefiion  of  her  old  paternal  govern¬ 
ment,  was  now  rapidly  approach¬ 
ing  to  that  ftate  in  which  the  very 
name  of  independence  is  loll. 
France  purfued  toward  her  that 
mode  of  conduct  which  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  produce  a  defire  even  of 
tranquil  fiavery,  as  lefs  galling 
than  a  pretended  freedom,  fub- 
jeFted  to  hourly  oppreffion.  While 
the  country  was  exhaulted  by  ef¬ 
forts  to  ‘co -operate  in  the  war, 
and  by  exactions  rigoroufly  en¬ 
forced  for  the  purpoie  of  profe- 
cuting  it,  the  French  government 
was  incetfantly  reproaching  that 
of  Holland  for  its  coldnefs  and 
infincerity  in  the  common  caufe, 
and  claiming  exertions  which  it 
was  known  the  wretched  dates 
could  not  make,  and  fupplies  which 
it  was  evident  they  could  not 
contribute.  Too  much  fe  pa  rated 
by  ra&fon  to  join  in  univerfal  co¬ 
operation,  and  too  much  diipirited 


for  any  vigorous  effort,  the  peo¬ 
ple  feemed  to  await  their  future 
deftiny  in  flupid  torpor.  The 
French,  as  they  felt,  treated  them 
with  more  ignominy  than  any  of 
the  mod  enflaved  countries.  Their 
towns  and  cities  were  fubjefled  to 
all  the  bx cedes  of  military  info- 
lence,  and  wherever  an  armed 
force  directed  its  way,  the  feenes 
exhibited  were  not  thofe  of  a  mere 
paffage  through  a  friendly  terri¬ 
tory,  but  of  a  town  taken  by  af- 
fault.  Fatigued  with  the  repe¬ 
tition  of  thefe  feenes,  many  of  the 
families  which  could  realize  their 
property  retired  into  France  and 
Flanders,  where  they  thought 
proteftion  would  be  the  reward 
of  fubmifiion,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  an  unfubdued  national 
hatred,  thefe  who  wifhed  for  the 
welfare  of  their  country,  began  to 
talk  of  an  incorporation  with 
France  as  the  bed  means  of  at* 
taining  that  objefl.  Before  the 
end  of  the  year,  it  was  generally 
believed  that  a  new  conflitution 
for  the  united  dates  had  been  fet¬ 
tled  at  Paris;  but  when  its  an* 
nouncement  was  expected,  it  was 
put  off,  and  Schimmelpenninck 
wa*  fummoned  to  Paris. 

A  colony  of  this  A  A  f;j 

power  red  into  the  J  r 

hands  of  Great  Bri-  „ f °  rx /r 

,  i^th  May. 

tarn,  early  in  the  ^  J 
fummer.  In  purfuance  of  a  plan 
concerted  between  Major  General 
Sir  Charles  Green  and  Commo¬ 
dore  Hood,  a  force  of  about  600 
men  was  embarked  at  Barbadoes, 
and  part  of  them  landed  at  the 
Warappa  Creek,  about  ten  leagues 
to  the  eafiward  of  the  Surinam 
river,  where  the  enemy  occupied 
a  poll.  At  the  fame  time,  an¬ 
other  body  was  landed,  under 
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Brigadier-general  Hughes,  and 
took  poffeflion  of  Braam’s  point, 
where  a  battery  of  feven  guns 
defended  the  entrance  of  the  river 
Surinam.  The  governor  of  the 
colony  was  then  fummoned,  but 
refufing  to  capitulate,  preparations 
were  made  tor  an  attack  on  the 
principal  town,  which  was  ren¬ 
dered  difficult  both  by  its  poiit ion, 
and  the  care  which  had  been  taken 
to  arm  both  fides  of  the  river. 
After  fome  difappointments  and 
failures,  a  paflage  through  the 
woods  was  difcovered,  which  ena¬ 
bled  the  affailants  to  reach  the 
rear  of  Frederici,  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  batteries,  and  having  gal¬ 
lantly  fecured  this  poft,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  fort  Leyden,  which, 
after  a  determined  refinance,  fell 
alfo  into  their  hands.  Thefe  great 
points  being  fecured,  a  general 
difembarkation  was  effected,  and 
fome  days  were  fpent  in  prepara¬ 
tions  for  an  effeHual  attack, 
which  were  rendered  ufelefs  by 
the  Dutch  commander  accepting, 
with  fome  flight  modifications* 
the  terms  of  capitulation  he  had  at 
f.rft  rejcded.  The  inhabitants 
did  not  difguife  their  opinion  that 
their  capture  was  a  deliverance, 
and  openly  teftified  their  happi- 
nefs  at  exchanging  precarious 
fafety  and  certain  oppreffion  for 
freedom  of  perfon  and  fecurity  of 
property. 

^  The  French  obtained  a 
momentary  poffeflion  of  the 
*^an‘  British  fettlement  of  Go- 
ree,  which  they  afi'aiied  with 
a  large  body  of  troops  formed 
at  Cayenne,  and  reinforced  at 
Senegal,  and  'compelled  Colonel 
Frafer  of  the  African  corps  to 
furrender.  The  refill  a  rice  was 
fpirited,  and  if  the  Britifh  com¬ 


mander  had  had  a  force  at  all 
comparable  with  that  of  the  enemy 
would  moft  probably  have  been  c fi¬ 
fe  Huai,  as  the  Englifh  loll  19  men 
in  killed  and  wounded,  and-  the 
enemy  75.  In  two  months  the 
ifland  was  recaptured  by  ^ 
a  force  uhder  Captain  JJP. 
Dick fon  of  the  Inconifant,  x  aicl 
and  fo  amply  garrifened,  and  fup- 
plied  as  to  be  confide  red  in  per¬ 
fect  fafety. 

In  the  Indian  feas,  the  French 
had  the  advantage  of  making  nu¬ 
merous  captures  without  any  ade¬ 
quate  retaliation.  Immediately 
on  the  king’s  mefiage  being  fent  to 
parliament  announcing  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  hoftilities  between  the 
two  countries,  intelligence  was 
forwarded  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  India,  and  received  long 
before  any  communication  arrived 
from  England.  The  tranfport 
which  carried  the  papers  was 
brought  to  by  an  Englifh  frigate, 
and  taken  to  the  Englifh  fleet  be¬ 
fore  Pondicherry,  but  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  of  India,  unapprized 
of  the  date  of  affairs  in  Europe, 
gave  orders  for  her  reieafe.  In 
confequence  of  the  information  he 
obtained,  vice-admiral  Linols 
withdrew  from  Pondicherry  where 
the  Englifh  fleet  lay,  to  the  Ills 
of  France,  and  having  there  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  of  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  of  which  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  were  Fill  unapprized,  he  put 
to  fea  on  a  cruife,  with  fix  frigates, 
bolides  corvettes  and  other  light 
yeiTeis,  and  eight  cutters  armed 
in  the  country.  His  efforts  were 
crowned  with  great  fucccfs,  he 
captured  feverai  very. valuable  In- 
diamen,  and  at  Bencoolcn  dell royed 
or  compelled  the  Englifh  to  de- 
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ftroy  a  great  many  veflfels.  En¬ 
couraged  by  this  good  forrune  he 
joined  the  Dutch  force  at  Batavia, 
and  in  hopes  of  capturing  the 
China  fleet,  put  to  fea  with  a  very 
flrong  force,  confifting  of  the 
Marengo  of  So  guns,  the  Semil- 
lante  and  Belle  Poule  of  44  each,  a 
cutter  and  brigantine  of  18,  and 
,  a  corvette  of  28  guns.  He 
met  the  fleet  as  heavily  and 
as  richly  laden  as  he  could 
<defire,  but  the  captains,  although 
only  of  merchant  veflfels,  fhewed 
a  difpofition  to  refiftance  which  he 
neither  defired  nor  expected.  Af¬ 
ter  manoeuvring  for  four  and  twen¬ 
ty  hours,  and  making  fome  at. 
tempts  to  cut  off  a  part  of  the 
convoy,  which  were  feebly  pro¬ 
jected  and  eafily  fruftrated,  he  was 
furprized  to  find  the  merchant  fhips 
bearing  down  on  him,  and  they 
actually  compelled  him  to  forego 
his  purpofe,  and  feek  refuge  at 
Batavia,  where  he  fold  his  prizes 
to  the  natives  for  133,000  piaf. 
tres.  This  fignal  inftance  of  bra¬ 
very  in  the  Britifh  captains  was 
eonfidered  as  highly  honourable  to 
them,  and  befide  the  applaufe  of 
the  whole  public,  they  received 
from  the  committee  of  merchants, 
valuable  tokens  of  approbation 
and  gratitude. 

In  confequence  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  this  ye:  r,  Saint  Domingo 
ceafed,  for  fome  time  at  lead,  to 
have  any  connexion  with  Europe. 
After  the  furrender  of  general 
Rochambeau,  Deflfalines  proclaim- 
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ed  the  independence  of  the  colony  ; 
he  was  firft  appointed  governor  for 
life,  and  afterward,  in  imitation 
of  Bonaparte,  emperor,  while  the 
ifiand  was  deprived  of  its  modern 
name,  and  reftored  to  its  original 
appellation  of  Hayti. 


Jamaica  was  agitated  by  dlf 
putes  between  the  governor  and 
the  reprefentative  body,  occafion- 
ed  by  a  demand,  forwarded  by 
lord  Hobart,  for  the  ifiand  to  con¬ 
tribute  a  certain  {hare  toward  its 
own  defence,  a  meafure  to  which 
the  planters  would  by  no  means  be 
brought  to  agree.  A  correfpon- 
dence,  of  fome  length,  and  confi- 
derable  heat,  pa  fled  between  their 
agent,  and  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  during  Mr.  Addington’s  ad- 
miniftration,  and  on  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  retreat  from  office,  a  memo¬ 
rial  was  laid  before  his  fucceflfor, 
in  hopes  of  inducing  him,  not  only 
to  withdraw  the  requifition  for 
further  aid,  but  alfo  to  grant  the 
colony  fome  indulgences  and  al¬ 
lowances  with  refpeCt  to  com¬ 
merce. 

In  England,  the  year  elapfed 
with  few  events  to  create  emotion 
or  merit  detail.  The  threats  of 
invafion,  frequently  repeated,  while 
the  execution  of  them  was  never  at¬ 
tempted,  loft  their  effeCt  with  their 
novelty, and, although  a  formidable 
armed  force  was  ft  ill  maintained, 
and  great  exertions  were  ufed 
to  replenifh  the  ranks  of  the  army, 
according  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  new  plan, 
ftill  the  apprehenfion  of  invafion 
was  almoft  annihilated,  and  the 
poffibility  of  fuch  an  event  began 
to  be  doubted.  The  reviews  and 
parades  of  the  Boulogne  and  other 
flotillas  were  heard  with  contemp¬ 
tuous  apathy,  and  a  failure  in  ap 
attack  on  one  of  their  greateft  af- 
femblages  was  regarded  with  fome 
derifion,  but  all  the  force  of  party 
couid  hardly  impart  to  that  deri¬ 
fion  any  portion  of  ill  humour. 

A  projeCt  having  been 
formed  and  communicated  to 
government  for  deftroying  L  ° 

the 
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the  flotillas  of  'he  enemy  even  un¬ 
der  their  own  batteries ;  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  talk  was  confided 
to  Lord  Keith,  and  fuch  was  the 
anxiety  of  minifters  to  witnefs  its 
effeds,  that  lord  Melville  accom¬ 
panied  the  admiral  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  while  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Har- 
rowby,  from  the  heights  oppolite 
Boulogne,  were  fpedators  of  the 
fcene.  The  plan,  in  its  general 
outline,  was  to  deltroy  the  French 
flotilla  belonging  to  that  port,  and 
which  amounted  in  number  to 
about  200,  by  firelhips,  and  newly 
devifid  machines,  fome  of  which 
refembling  large  coffers,  and  others 
barrels,  were  to  be  towed  into 
proper  flat  ions,  and  then,  being 
left  to  themfelves,  would  explode 
by  means  of  machinery  contained 
within  them,  which  acted  like  a 
clock,  was  moved  by  a  pendulum, 
and  would  {Like  fire  at  a  regulated 
moment.  Although  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  thefe  machines  was  not 
known  to  the  French,  dill  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  attack  gave  them  to 
tinderftand  that  their  flotilla  would 
be  attacked  by  fireihips,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly,  although  the  aflatrlt  was 
conducted  with  great  (kill  and  cou- 
rage,  the  enemy  had  made  fuch 
judicious  arrangements  that  their 
Veffels  could  at  pleafure  be  Wit  Hi- 
drawn  from  the  pofit-ions  where 
danger  threatened,  and  thus  very 
little  damage  was  fuftained.  The 
batteries  kept  up  a  vigorous  but 
ir.effedual  fire  on  iheEnglifh  boats. 
Lord  Keith  was  of  opinion  that 
the  explofion  of  the  machines 
(hewed,  that,  under  more  favour¬ 
able  circumfiances,  they  might  be 
rendered  eminently  ufeful.  Ad¬ 
miral  Bruix,  and  the  French  wri¬ 
ters  treated  the  affair  as  a  horrible 
and  cowardly  attempt  which  had 
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failed  in  the  moft  difgraceful  man¬ 
ner  ;  the  Britifh  public,  after  the 
firfi:  moments  of  irritation,  occa- 
(toned  perhaps  by  fome  abfurd  and 
hafty  accounts,  which  announced 
fignal  and  extenfive  fuccefs,  view¬ 
ed  the  failure  with  good-humoured 
derifion,  ahd  nick -named  the  at¬ 
tack,  from  the  machines  employed, 
(i  the  Catamaran  Expedition/' 

In  clofing  the  view  of  domeftie 
tranfadions,  it  may  be  proper  to 
mention  the  election  for  Middle- 
fex,  which  was  occafioned  by  the 
decifion  of  the  committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Mainwaring.  As  foon  as 
this  determination  was  made 
known,  Sir  Francis  Burdett  an¬ 
nounced  his  intention  again  to  of¬ 
fer  himfelf  as  a  candidate.  The 
freeholders  who  oppofed  his  prin¬ 
ciples  held  a  meeting,  and  after 
much  confideration,  refolved,  as 
Mr.  Mainwaring  was  difqualified 
by  the  vote  of  the  committee,  to 
fupport  his  fon  George  Boulton 
Mainwaring,  Efq.  As  foon  as 
this  determination  was  known, 
the  engines  of  abufe  were  un- 
fparingly  fet  it  work,  and  no 
mode  of  invedivfe  which  could  be 
painful  to  the  feelings  or  injurious 
to  the  iuterefts  of  the  candidate 
was  forborne.  But,  on  this  occa-, 
fion ;  the  affailanfs  were  n6f,  as 
they  had  been  before,  unrefifted. 
The  views,  condud,  and  connex¬ 
ions  of  the  popular  candidate  were 
difplayed  with  a  boldnefs  and  vi¬ 
gour  the  more  oflenfive,  becaufe 
founded  on  truth.  The  (heriffs  of 
this  year,  Mr.  Alderman  Shaw, 
and  Sir  William  Leighton,  avoid¬ 
ed  a  great  error  into  which  their 
predeceffors  had  fallen,  and,  inftead 
of  relying  for  advice  on  the  attar, 
ney  who  ads  in  Middlefex  as  their 
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imder-fherifF,  and  whofe  party-lean¬ 
ing  was  well  known,  they  engaged 
as  affefior  Mr.  Knowlys,  a  gentle* 
man  of  long  (landing  and  high  re¬ 
putation  at  the  bar,  and  who  had 
recently  been  appointed  common* 
ferjeant  of  the  city  of  London. 

The  eledlion  began  with 
the  fame  tumult,  violence, 
and  inceflant  abufe  from  an 
hired  mob  which  had  di(lingui(hed 
the  lad,  and  it  foon  became  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  fame  means  were  to 
be  reforted  to,  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a  return,  in  defiance  of 
the  fenfe  and  votes  of  the  real  free¬ 
holders.  The  fame  agents  who 
had  been  proved  on  the  late  invef- 
tigation  to  have  been  guilty  of  all 
the  ails  by  which  the  return  had 
been  obtained,  were  employed 
again,  the  fame  houfes  opened,  the 
fame  fpecies  of  voters  tendered, 
and  as  a  confummation  of  impu¬ 
dence  and  infamy,  the  voters  for 
(hares  in  the  Ifleworth  mill  were 
again  brought  forward  to  perjure 
themfelves  in  droves,  but  the  (he- 
riffs,  defpifing  the  clamours  and 
threats  with  which  they  were  af- 
failed,  refolutely  refufed  to  admit 
them  on  the  poll.  Still  the  con¬ 
tinual  efforts  which  were  made 
during  fifteen  days,  kept  expecta¬ 
tion  in  fufpence  ;  on  the  day  before 
the  lad,  Mr.  Mainwaring  had  a 
confiderable  majority,  but  on  the 


lad  day,  every  exertion  was  rfiadfc 
which  unprincipled  refolution  verg¬ 
ing  on  defpair  could  fugged,  and 
the  number  for  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  at  three  o’clock,  approached 
that  of  his  competitor.  At  that 
hour  the  poll  was  clofed,  but  as 
fome  votes  tendered  for  each  of  the 
candidates  had  been  objected  to, 
and  their  cafes  could  not  be  argued 
before  three  o’clock,  a  long  difcuf- 
lion  took  place  befbre  the  (heriff 
for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  or  were  not  incitled 
to  be  put  on  the  poll.  It  was  at 
length  decided  that  they  (hould  be 
polled,  and  accordingly  ten  for 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  four  for 
Mr.  Mainwaring  were  added,  the 
effeCl  of  which  would  be  to  give  to 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  a  majority  of 
one.  The  final  declaration  was, 
however,  adjourned  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  when  a  requifition  being 
figned  by  feveral  freeholders,  de¬ 
manding  that  the  poll  (hould  be 
declared  as  it  flood  at  three  o’clock, 
the  point  was  very  ably  debated 
on  the  one  fide  by  Mr.  Plumer,  the 
counfel  for  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
and  on  the  other,  by  Mr.  Pigott, 
for  the  freeholders,  when,  as 
length,  the  (heriff  decided  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  requifition,  and  Mr. 
Mainwaring  was  declared  duly 
ele&ed  by  a  majority  of  five* 
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Deer.  r~Y  "’HE  tides  in  the 
31ft.  X  river  Thames  this 
day  were  uncommonly  high;  that 
in  the  afternoon  was  the  higheft, 
and  exceeded  in  height  any  tide 
for  feven  years  pad  ;  it  flowed  till 
near  half  paft  four,  and  then  flood 
about  eight  inches  higher  than  the 
ufual  fpring  tides,  but  was  not  fo 
high,  by  near  fix  inches,  as  the 
great  tide  in  February  1791.  The 
tide  of  this  morning  fell  fhort  of 
that  in  the  afternoon,  not  more 
than  three  or  four  inches ;  and 
much  damage  was  done  on  the 
banks  of  ihe Thames,  by  the  filling 
of  warehoufes  and  cellars.  Weft- 
minfter  Hall  would  have  been  again 
inundated  5  but,  fince  1791,  a  new 
floor  has  been  laid  upon  arches 
laid  on  the  ftone  of  the  old  floor, 
which  has  raifed  it  out  of  the  reach 
6f  tides.  It  is  curious  to  remark 
the  pofition  of  the  fun,  moon,  and 
neareft  planets,  with  refpeft  to  the 
earth  at  this  juncture,  as  they  tend 
to  confirm  the  remark  of  fome  af- 
tronomers  after  the  tide  of  1791, 
on  the  pofition  of  the  moon  and 
planets  at  that  time.  e‘  That  ex¬ 
traordinary  high  tides  may  be  pre- 
vioufly  determined,  and  might  be 
fet  down  in  our  almanacks,  with 
nearly  as  much  certainty  as  eclip- 

Vol,  XLVI.or  Vol,  IV.  Nr 
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fes  ando  ther  phenomena.”  That 
fome  of  the  efreH  was  owing  to  the 
ftrong  S„  W.  winds  which  had  pre« 
vailed  for  fome  days  previous  to 
Saturday  laft,  is  not  improbable  : 
the  effect  may  have  in  fome  degree 
been  heightened  alfo  by  the  late 
floods  which  there  prevailed. 

Durham ,  Jan .  S'.  Yefterday 
about  2  o’Clock  in  the  morning, 
iVlr.  Salven  s  cotton  manufadlory, 
which  comprifes  a  very  extenfive 
range  of  building,-  near  El  vet 
church,  was  difeovered  to  be  ori 
fire.  Thefe  premifes  have  long 
been  admired  by  fl rangers,  on  en¬ 
tering  the  town,  lor  their  ftupen- 
dous  fize,  and  containing  exaH- 
!y  as  many  windows  as  there  are 
days  in  the  year.  The  Durham 
volunteers  were  immediately  rou~ 
fed  from  their  beds,  and  With  the 
greater!  alacrity  beat  to  arms  ~ 
their  example  was  followed  by  the 
Lanarkfhire  Militia,  quartered 
here.  As  faft  as  the  military  af- 
fembled,  they  repaired  to  the  fpot 
where  the  fire  Was  raging  wdth  in¬ 
credible  fury  ;  both  officers  and 
privates  uied  their  greatefl  ef¬ 
forts  to  extinguifh  the  flames,  by 
carrying  buckets  of  water,  to  aid 
the  few  fire  engines  which  were 
colleded  from  different  parts  of  the 
town ;  nothing,  however  could 
avail.  It  being  now  near  four 
Series,  *  iB  0  Clock, 
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o’CIock,  the  conflagration  had 
gained  too  much  power  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  controul;  its  blazes 
were  feen  for  nearly  20  miles 
round  the  country,  particularly  at 
Gatefhead  Fell,  Harnfterly,  and 
Houghton  le  Spring,  which  had  a 
grand  and  awful  effect.  At  7  in 
the  morning*  nothing  remained  of 
the  ftupendous  building  but  the 
{hell,  the  greateft  part  of  which 
fell  to  the  ground  in  the  courfe  of 
tire  day.  1 1  is  underftood  that  on¬ 
ly  6000  pounds  is  infured  on  the 
premifes  ;  the  lofs  fuftained  will 
amount  to  upwards  of  20,000 
pounds. 

Francis  Smith,  officer 
J^t  '  of  Lxcife,  was  induced  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  for  the  murder  of 
Thomas  Millwood,  by  {hooting 
him. 

Mr,  John  Lock,  wine  merchant, 
in  Hammerfmith  laid,  that  on  the 
night  of  the  3rd  of  January,  about 
half  pall  ten  o’clock,  as  he  was 
going  to  his  own  houfe,  in  compa¬ 
ny  with  a  Mr,  Stow,  he  met  the 
prifoner,  who  informed  him  that  he 
had  fhot  a  man,  believing  him  to 
be  a  pretended  Ghoft:  that  fhfefted 
Hammerfmith.  There  had  been 
a  rumour  of  fuch  a  circumflance. 
The  watchman  coming  up,  they  all 
went  into  Limekiln-lane,  where 
they  found  the  deceafed  lying.  Mr. 
Stow  and  the  wirnels  confulted  to¬ 
gether  what  was  bell  to  be  done, 
and  they  fent  for  the  High  Con  {fa¬ 
ble.  They  obferved  the  head  of 
the  deceafed,  and  that  a  (hot  had 
entered  the  lower  part  of  his  left 
jaw.  Iflie  witnefs  told  the  pri¬ 
foner  the  confeqoence  of  whit  he 
had  done.  He  faid  he  did  not  know 
the  individual.  It  was  an  ex¬ 
tremely  dark  night.  He  feemed 
very  much  agitated  ;  faid  he  had 


fpoken  to  the  perfon  twice,  but  re. 
ceived  no  anfwer. 

Crofs-examined — There  had 
been  a  rumour  of  a  Ghoft  for  five 
weeks  previous,  but  the  witnefs 
had  not  feen  the  figure  himfelf. 
Several  parties  had  gone  out  for 
the  purpofe  of  difeovering  it.  It 
was  publicly  known  and  talked  of. 
Its  drefs  had  been  deferibed,  and 
much  refembled  the  drefs  of  the 
deceafed.  He  was  all  in  white, 
and  his  trowfers  reached  down  to 
his  heels.  The  mifehievous  per¬ 
fon  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
terrifying  the  neighbourhood,  was 
dreffed  fometimes  in  white,  fome- 
times  as  if  in  the  fkin  of  a  beafh 
The  witnefs  obferved  the  prifoner 
to  be  in  wonderful  trepidation. 
He  faid,  that  when  called  to,  the 
deceafed,  inftead  of  anfwering, 
marched  up  to  him,  which  increaf- 
ed  the  prifoner3 s  fear.  1  he  lane 
was  very  dark  :  fo  much  fo,  that, 
though  narrow,  it  was  impoffibk 
to  fee  a  perfon  at  the  oppofite  fide 
of  it.  The  prifoner  wifhed  to  fur- 
render  himfelf  immediately,  but 
the  witnefs  advifed  him  to  go  tc 
his  lodgings  in  the  firfi  inftance, 
that  they  might  fee  what  was  tc 
be  done.  The  witnefs  has  knowr 
the  prifoner  feme  time.  He  is  o 
a  very  mild  difpofition,  a  man  0 
humanity  and  gcncrofity,  and  ef 
teemed  by  every  perfon  in  th< 
place. 

William  Girdler,  a  watchman  a 
Hammerfmith,  faid,  that  on  tli 
night  of  the  3rd  of  January,  abou 
half  paft  ten  o’clock,  he  met  Mr 
Smith  at  the  corner  of  Beaver-lane 
who  told  him  he  was  going  to  loo! 
after  the  Ghoft.  The  witnei 
faid,  that  he  would  come  and  mee 
him,  fo  foon  as  he  called  the  hour 
that  they  would  fearch  the  lanefo 


CHRONICLE.  *  3 


him,  and  take  him  if  fhey  poffibly 
could.  They  agreed  on  a  watch¬ 
word,  by  which  to  know  each 
other.  The  one  was  to  fay, 
“  Who  comes  there  ?”  and  the 
other  toanfwer,* f  Advance, friend. ” 
They  then  feparated.  Shortly 
after  this,  as  the  witnefs  was  com¬ 
ing  towards  Black -Lion-lane,  he 
heard  the  report  of  a  gun.  He 
was  not  furprized  at  the  cireum- 
flance  ;  as  it  frequently  occurs 
during  the  night  time,  and  he 
therefore  took  no  notice  of  it.  In 
a  minute  or  two,  however,  the 
fervant  of  Mrs.  Honour,  who  keeps 
the*  White  Hart,  came  up  and  in¬ 
formed  the  witnefs  that  Mr.  Smith 
wilhed  to  fee  him.  When  he  came 
to  the  prifoner,  he  informed  him 
that  he  had  hurt  a  man.  The  wit¬ 
nefs  faid,  he  hoped  not  much  ;  and 
the  prifoner  replied,  he  was  afraid 
very  bad.  Mr.  Lock  and  Mr. 
Stow  then  came  up,  and  they  all 
went,  to  the  corner  of  Black  Lion- 
lane,  where  they  found  the  deceas¬ 
ed.  lying  on  his  back,  quite  dead 
with  a  wound  in  his  left  jaw,  ap¬ 
parently  by  a  fhot.  They  theq 
carried  the  deceafed  to  the  Black- 
Lion.  The  prifoner  told  Lock 
and  Stow  that  he  would  deliver 
himfelf  up  immediately. 

Ann  Millwood,  filler  to  the 
deceafed,  being  called,  (he  faid 
that  file  lived  in  her  father’s  houfe. 
On  the  3rd  of  January,  between 
ten  and  eleven  o’clock  at  night, 
her  brother  came  in.  He  had 
been  to  feek  his  wife,  who  was  at  a 
friend's  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  witnefs  and  her  mother  was 
then  going  to  bed.  She  lighted 
up  the  fire,  however,  and  her  bro¬ 
ther  fat  down  for  about  half  an 
hour.  The  watchman  having  then 
called  the  hour,  Ihe  reminded  her 


brother  to  go  for  his  wife,  who 
fhe  was  afraid  was  flaying  too  late. 
He  accordingly  went  away,  and 
Hint  the  door.  The  witnefs  went 
to  the  door  a  minute  or  two  after¬ 
wards,  and  heard  a  voice  exclaim, 
6(  Damn  you,  who  or  what  are 
you  ?  Speak,  elfe  I’ll  fhoot  you.’' 
And  immediately  the  report  of  a 
gun  was  heard.  The  witnefs  cried 
out,  Thomas,”  meaning  her 
brother.  No  perfon  anfwered,  and 
the  witnefs  faid  to  her  mother, 
that  fhe  believed  her  brother  had 
been  fhot.  Her  father  and  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  flaid  in  the  houfe,  paid 
no  credit  to  her  apprehenfions ;  but 
the  witnefs  declared  that  fhe  would 
fee  after  her  brother,  though  it 
fhould  coll  her  her  life.  She  ac¬ 
cordingly  ran  out,  and  about  half 
way  between  her  father’s  houfe  and 
the  houfe  to  which  the  deceafed 
was  going,  fhe  found  him  lying 
dead  on  the  ground.  No  perfon 
was  near  him  at  the  time.  She 
did  not  believe  that  any  animofity 
fubfifled  between  the  prifoner  and 
her  brother ;  they  hardly  knew 
each  other. 

Mr.  Flower,  furgeon,  faid  that 
he  faw  and  infpecled  the  body  of 
the  deceafed,  and  found  that  he  had 
received  a  gun-fhot  wound  in  the 
left  fide  of  his  lower  jaw,  feemw 
ingly  from  fmall  fhot,  No.  4* 
The  fhot  had  penetrated  the  verte¬ 
bra  of  the  neck,  and  injured  the 
fpinal  marrow.  He  examined  the 
brain,  and  found  it  had  received 
no  injury.  The  witnefs  entertain¬ 
ed  no  doubt  that  the  wound  which 
he  faw  was  the  caufe  of  the  perfon’s* 
death.  The  face  was  much  difco- 
loured,  and  the  jaw-bone  broke. 

The  prifoner  was  now  called  on 
for  his  defence,  who,  being  informa 
ed  that  his  Counfel  could  notfpeak 
*  B  z  foy 
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for  him,  fa  id,  f‘  I  can  only  declare, 
that  I  went  out  with  a  perfeft- 
ly  good  intention  :  after  calling  to 
the  deceafed  twice,  and  receiving 
no  anfwer,  I  became  fo  agitated 
that  I  did  not  know  what  I  was 
about ;  but  I  folernnly  declare 
that  I  am  innocent  of  any  malici¬ 
ous  intention  again#  any  perfon 
whatever.” 

The  mother- in. law  of  the  de¬ 
ceafed  was  called  to  prove  that  the 
deceafed  had  once  before  been  ta¬ 
ken  for  the  Gho#,  in  eonfequence 
of  his  white  drefs,  and  that  (he 
therefore  advifed  him  to  wear  a 
great  coat, 

A  number  of  refpeff able  witnef- 
fes  gave  the  prifoner  an  excellent 
character  ;  one  gentleman,  who 
had  known  him  for  fifteen  years, 
faid  his  life  had  been  marked  by 
lingular  acts  of  humanity  and  be¬ 
nevolence. 

As  to  the  defence  made  by  the 
prifoner,  his  Loi-dfhip  thought  it 
rather  remarkable,  that  the  pri- 
foner  fli ould  have  gone  out,  under 
the  perfuafion  that  it  was  a  mere 
man  whom  he  expe&ed  to  meet, 
and  yet,  in  his  defence,,  fhouid  al¬ 
ledge  that  he  was  fo  completely 
agitated,  as  not  to  know  what  he 
was  doing.  His  character,  how¬ 
ever  good,  his  Lordfhip  was  afraid 
could  not  avail  him.  It  was  his 
Lordfhip’s  painful  duty  to  fay, 
that  nothing  occurred  in  this  cafe 
which  could  take  it  out  of  the 
legal  definition  of  Murder . 

The  prifoner  feemed  much  af- 
fe&ed  during  the  trial.  At  the 
ccmclufron  of  the  Charge  to  the 
Jury,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  for 
a  few  minutes  into  the  air. 

The  Jury  retired  for  an  hour 
and  five  minutes,  when  they  found 

.a  verdiftof  Manslaughter  ! 

/  ; 


The  L©rdnchief  Baron  remljlded 
the  jury,  on  the  oath  they  had’ 
taken,  that  this  was  a  verdiCt 
that  they  could  not  give.  The 
prifoner  could  not  be  found  guilty 
of  Manilaughter,  Their  vtrdiCb 
muff  be,  Guilty,  or  not  guilty,  of 
Murder . 

Mr.  j  office  Rooke,  Mf.  juftice 
Lawrence,  and  the  Recorder,- 
Hated  their  concurrence  in  this* 
opinion. 

The  Jury  then  deliberated  a  few 
minutes  in  their  box,  and  returned' 
their  verdivl- — Guilty  of  Mur¬ 
der. 

The  Recorder  immediately  pro¬ 
nounced  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
fep fencing,  the  prifoner  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  on  Monday  next,-  and  his 
body  to  be  differed  and  anatomi¬ 
zed,  according  to  the  flatute. 

When  the  jury  returned  the  ver¬ 
dict  of  Guilty,  the  Lord  Chief- 
Baron  faid  he  would  immediately 
report  the  cafe  ;  and  a  refpite  was 
lent  to  Newgate  in  the  courfe  of 
the  evening. 

[Smith  has  fioce  been  pardoned 
on  condition  of  a  year’s-  imprifon- 
ment  in  Newgate.} 

At  a  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries, 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Jackfon  was 
read,  On  the  ancient  Utica ,  which 
was  next  in  extent  and  magnitude’ 
to  Carthage,:  and  in  the  fame 
Gulph.  Here  Mr.  J.  vifited  the 
fubterraneous  vaults,-  in  which  the' 
cielings  were  covered  with  bats- of 
enormous  lize,  called  by  Virgil 
harpies ,  which  being  difturbed  left 
t^eir  places,  and  nearly  extinguifh-- 
ed  the  flambeaux  ;  and,-  but  for  a? 
kmthorn,  the  curious  vifitors  might 
have  been  loft  in  the  dark.  In 
the  fame  place  Mr.  J.  found  foxes, 
burrowing  in  the  under-ground1 

ruins,- 
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rums.  The  air  in  thefe  cavern  s 
was  oppreffive  ;  but  by  firing  pif- 
£ols  was  much  cleared,  and  became 
more  refpirable. 

,  This  day,  two  gen- 
n*  tlemen,  of  the  name  of 
Gordon,  brothers,  and  one  of  them 
in  deacon’s  orders,  dined  with  Mrs. 
Lee,  a  lady  of  considerable  proper¬ 
ty,  in  Bolton  row,  Piccadilly  ; 
&nd  in  the  evening,  having  Sent  out 
her  footman,  they  endeavoured  to 
force  her  from  her  houfe.  She 
made  much  refinance  ;  and  on  being 
afiifted  by  her  two  female  Servants, 
one  of  the  gentlemen  drew  a  piftol 
and  threatened  to  Snoot  them, 
while  the  other  Succeeded  in  forc¬ 
ing  the  lady  into  a  poft-chaife  in 
waiting  at  a  Short  diltance,  which 
inftantly  drove  off.  The  next 
day,  a  hue  and  cry  was  raifed  by 
the  friends  of  the  Lady  ;  and  the 
Low  Street  officers  apprehended 
one  of  the  gentlemen,  who  had  re¬ 
turned  to  Bolton  row  for  Mrs  Lee’s 
clothes.  The  purfuit  was  of  courfe 
continued  ;  and  on  Thurfday  night 
(the  19th.}  Miller,  the  officer,  ar¬ 
rived  with  Mr,  Lauden  Gordon, 
and  Mrs,  Lee,  whom  he  had  traced 
to  Gloucefler.  On  a  further  exa¬ 
mination,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  L. 
G.  ordered  his  houfe-keeper  on 
Sunday  to  prepare  him  linen  for 
travelling,  and  to  hire  a  chaife  for 
Uxbridge.  On  Tuefday  evening, 
a  letter  was  brought  to  Mrs,  L/s 
maid  in  Bolton  Row,  by  a  )Oung 
man,  whofaid  that  it  came  inclofed 
to  him  from  his  mother,  who  keeps 
an  Inn  at  Tetfworth,  Oxfordfhire, 
and  where,  it  appeared,  they  had 
(topped  on  Sunday  night;  but, 
from  their  ft  range1  behaviour  to 
each  other,  much  aftonifhment  was 
excited,  efpecially  as  the  lady  re- 
planed  while  her  gown  and  flock* 


ings  were  walked.  Mrs.  L’s.  let-, 
ter,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  was 
written  privately,  and  in  great 
hafte  ;  the  words  were  very  few 
and  nearly  thus  ;  (i  No  clothes,  no 
money;  death,  or  compliance  !*' 
Another  examination  took  place 
on  Friday  the  20th  :  Mrs.  L’s  de- 
pofnion  wasfirft  taken  privately; 
and  afterwards  on  being  confronted 
with  the  Gordons,  fhe  ftated  that 
She  had  been  acquainted  with  them 
about  fourteen  years,  and  that 
their  acquaintance  was  renewed 
about  two  months  ago.  The  Gor¬ 
dons  were  again  brought  to  Bow 
Street  on  the  27th;  and  after  a 
long  examination,  the  parties  were 
bound  over  to  profecute  at  the  next 
affizes  for  Oxfordfhire,  the  offence 
having  been  committed  in  that 
county.  Mr.  Lockhart  Gordon 
then  applied  to  the  magiftrates  for 
permiflion  for  his  brother  to  be 
committed  to  Tothill-fields  Bride¬ 
well,  with  him ;  which  requeft 
was  readily  complied  with,  both 
by  the  magiftrates  and  Mr.  Parkin, 
there  being  now  no  reafon  for  their 
being  kept  feparate  ;  they  will 
therefore  remain  in  that  prifon  un¬ 
til  the  next  Old  Bailey  Seffions, 
when  they  will  be  removed  to 
Newgate,  and  afterwards,  by  an 
Order  of  Court,  be  taken  to  Ox. 
ford  for  trial. 

Mrs.  Lee  (late  Rachael  Fanny 
Antonina  Dafhwood)  has  no  chil¬ 
dren.  She  was  married,  about  1794, 
to  Matthew  Allen  Lee,  Efq.  and 
after  the  marriage,  a  fettlement 
was  made  of  her  property  by  thq 
Court  of  Chancery,  by  which 
nearly  the  whole  of  her  property 
was  veiled  in  the  truft  of  Mr, 
Parkin  and  three  other  gentlemen* 
who  were  authorized  to  pay  a 
certain  fum  to  Mrs.  Lee  for  her- 
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.own  foie  and  feparate  ufe  ;  and  in 
i  795  a  reparation  took  place,  when 
it  was  agreed  that  Mrs.  Leefhould 
receive  1000  pounds  per  year  for 
her  life,  which  has  been  paid  to  her 
ever  fince  that  period,  fhe  con¬ 
tinuing  to  live  feparated  from  her 
faid  hufhand,  who  is  fcill  living. 

In  Chancery .  Lady  Augufia 
Murray,  v.  His  Royal  High n e/s  the 
Duke  of  Suffex  and  others .  This 
bill  was  filed  by  Lady  Augufia 
Murray,  praying,  amongft  other 
things, '  that  the  Defendant  Mr. 
Courts,  might  be  refrained,  by  an 
injunction  of  the  court,  from  his 
paying  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Suffex  a  fum  of  4000 
pounds  per  annum,  part  of  an  an¬ 
nual  penfion  of  1  2,000  pounds  fet¬ 
tled  upon  His  Royal  Highnefs  ;  and 
which  fum  of  4000  pounds  had 
been  fettled  by  deed  upon  Lady 
Augufia,  in  confderation  of  her 
educating  and  maintaining  the 
children  fhe  already  had,  or  might 
have,  by  his  Royal  Highnefs.  It 
alfo  fated,  that  Mr.  Coutts  re¬ 
ceived  the  1 2 coo  pounds  under  the 
authority  of  a  power  of  Attorney 
from  the  Duke  of  Suffex,  who  was 
at  prefent  at  Lifbon,  and  not  of  the 
jurifdibKon  of  the  Court.  The 
motion  was  refifed,  upon  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Coutts  was  mere¬ 
ly  authorized  to  receive  this  mo¬ 
ney  under  a  letter  of  Attorney,  and 
accountable  to  his  confituent  alone 
for  the  application  of  it.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  faid,  that  he  never 
yecolleblcd  a  fimilar  cafe,  where 
the  grantor  of  the  deed  was  not 
before  the  Court,  and  who,  if  pre- 
fent,  might  be  fet  up  many  objec¬ 
tions,  which  might  perhaps  be  fatal 
to  the  exifi ence  of  the  inf  rument. 
HisLordfinip  faid,  it  was  impoffi- 
]ble  in  this  ltage  of  the  caufc,  to 


grant  the  injunctions  prayed  ;  blit 
that  he  faw  no  objebfion  to  refrain 
Mr.  Coutts  from  receiving  the 
money  at  all  at  prefent  ;  and  if  the 
plaintiff  chofe  to  make  any  other 
motion,  he  fhould  certainly  hear  it; 
affiled  by  the  judgments  of  the 
Rolls  and  the  Lord  Chief  Juft  ice  of 
the  Common  Pleas. 

A  large  portion  of 
the  excavated  cliff,  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Royal 
Crefcent,  at  Brighton,  fell  down 
with  a  moft  tremendous  crafh, 
forming  thereby  a  frightful  chafm 
acrofs  the  main  road  quite  up  the 
adjacent  corn-field.  This  accident 
took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  which  luckily  rendered  it  lefs 
dangerous  in  its  confequences.  A 
eonfderable  part  of  the  cliff,  near 
Southwich,  to  the  weft  ward  of  the 
town,  has  likewife  fallen  in  fince 
the  above,  in  confequence  of  which 
it  has  been  judged  expedient  to 
remove  the  road  further* to  the 
northward. 

An  immenfe  affemblage  of  rep¬ 
tiles,  infebts,  and  fluffed  animals, 
all  in  a  high  ftate  of  prefervation, 
the  produce  of  Cayenne,  and  its 
vicinity,  the  Weft- Indies,  were 
lately  fold  by  aubfion,  at  a  bro¬ 
ker’s  warehoufe,  near  the  Steel¬ 
yard.  Several  of  the  fnakes  were 
10  feet  and  upwards  in  length; 
and  there  were  feme  ourang-ou- 
tangs,  nearly  6  feet  in  height. 
Many  of  the  fpecimens  of  the 
quadrupeds  were  abfolutely  un¬ 
known  to  the  naturalifts  of  this 
country.  This  curious  cargo, 
which  was  captured  by  one  of  our 
privateers,  was  addreffed  to  the 
Firft  Confu! :  and  when  fold  fetch- 
ed  the  high  price  of  3000  guineas. 
Nearly  fix  years  had  been  employ¬ 
ed  in  making  the  above  coliebiion, 

A  beautifu 
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A  beautiful  teflelated  Roman 
pavement  was  lately  difeovered  by 
fome  workmen,  who  were  employ¬ 
ed  to  dig  in  Leadcnhall -llreet,  op- 
pofite  the  India-houfe,  in  this  me¬ 
tropolis.  The  entire  pavement  is 
judged  to  have  been  a  fquare  of 
nine  feet,  in  the  centre  of  which  is 
a  circle  of  four  feet,  which  circle 
contains  a  Bacchus,  holding  in  his 
hand  a  thyrfus,  or  wand,  and  riding 
on  a  tyger.  The  figure  is  adorn¬ 
ed  with  a  purple  robe,  and  the  at¬ 
titude  of  the  animal  is  peculiarly 
grand  and  linking,  his  head  look¬ 
ing  at  the  figure  on  his  back,  one 
of  his  fore  feet  raifed,  hepping  well 
forward,  and  the  tail  extended. 
One  piece  of  the  pavement,  of 
about  four  feet  by  two,  has  been 
raifed  uninjured,  through  the  at¬ 
tention  of  forne  antiquarian  gentle¬ 
men  that  were  prefent.  An  urn 
in  good  prefervation,  has  been 
likewife  brought  out,  containing  a 
quantity  of  bones,  among  which  a 
finger  and  jaw-bone  were  plainly 
difcernible. 

Died. — At  Aherfedie,  in 
Perthshire,  at  the  very  advanced 
and  well  authenticated  age  of  i  i  i, 
John  Stewart,  tinker,  who  retain¬ 
ed  his  faculties  in  full  vigour,  and 
earned  a  fubfiftence  by  his  labour, 
till  his  death,  which  is  generally 
thought  to  have  been  haltencd  by 
the  felt i v i ties  of  the  feafon.  His 
children  are  all  long  fince  dead  ; 
but  he  has  left  a  widow,  whom  he 
married  laid  fummer. 

At  Grantham,  aged  i  oo,  Mrs, 
Dewick, 


FEBRUARY. 


6th, 


This  morning  about  9 
O'clock.,  Captain  Fitzge* 


raid,  of  the  marines,  came  to  the 
No  r  t  h  u  mbe  r  1  a  nd  coffeehoufe,  w  here 
he  was  well  known  and  occasionally 
lodged,  to  a  Ik  for  a  bed.  On  being 
fhewn  to  his  chamber,  he  defired 
he  might  not  be  disturbed  till  fix; 
in  the  evening,  Hating  that  he  had 
been  up  the  whole  of  the  preceding 
night.  When  the  waiter  went  to 
call  him  at  the  appointed  time,  he 
found  the  Captain,  though  yet 
warm,  quite  dead.  A  neighbour¬ 
ing  furgeon  was  inflantly  lent  for 
by  the  mailer  of  the  houfc,  who 
opened  an  artery,  but  without  ef- 
feft.  The  Coroner’s  jury,  after 
a  very  minute  investigation  of  the 
cirsumllances,  pronounced  a  ver- 
died;  of  u  Died  by  the  Vilitation 
of  God.”  He  had  dined  on  the  5th 
at  the  Northumberland  colfee 
houfe,  in  company  with  a  friend, 
in  apparent  health  and  fpirits.  He 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  about  33 
years  of  age. 

A  very  fevere  Ihock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  at  the  Hague  ; 
.which  phenomenon  was  alfo  ob~ 
ferved  at  Rotterdam,  Haarlem* 
Schiedam,  and  Maafslins.  In  the 
laft  of  thefe  cities,  the  chandeliers 
of  the  Reformed  Church  were  in 
motion  during  the  time  of  Divine 
Service,  fo  as  to  be  frequently  re¬ 
moved  between  two  and  three  feet 
from  their  ufual  pofition.  The 
direction  of  this  motion  was  front 
Well  to  Fall. 

Bath.  Feb.  9,  The  Harmonic 
meeting  was  very  brilliantly  at¬ 
tended  at  Bath  on  Wednefday 
evening  :  after  which,  nearly  600 
perfons  of  the  firft  diflinHion  fat 
down  to  an  elegant  (upper,  Lord 
Clarina  in  the  chair.  Afterwards 
various  of  the  moll  admired  glees 
and  canzonets  were  fung  by  the 
*  B  4  amateur 
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amateurs,  &c.  of  the  club.  The  ders  under  which  a  confiderablg 
French  General  of  Brigade*  Boyer,  body  of  Turks  had  been  murdered 
was  introduced  by  a  fubfcriber’s  in  Egypt ;  declaring  upon  his  ho^ 
ticket ;  and  in  confequence  of  fome  nour,  that  he  was  at  that  time  ferv- 
current  reports  of  that  foreigner’s  ing  under  General  Deffaix  in  Upper 
condud,  a  buz  went  round  the  ta-  Egypt,  and  that  this  atrocious  deed 
bles,  fome  queftioning,  and  others  was  perpetrated  by  General  Bonne, 
defended  the  propriety  of  his  in-  who  afterwards  loft  his  own  life  at 
troduflion  ;  winch  atlaft  broke  out  the  fiegeof  Acr e.” 
into  a  more  open  difcufiion,  when  The  fun  was  this  day  ^  ^  ^ 
fome  warmth  was  exprefted  on  ei-  viftbly  eclipfed.  The  fol- 
ther  fide.  In  confequence  feveral  bowing  tvere  the  particulars  fo£ 
fongs  in  ridicule  of  Bonaparte  were  London  ; 


fung;  and,  at  the  conclufion,  after 
God  fave  the  King,”  had  been 
encored,  the  aftembly  gave  three 
enthufiaftic  cheers,  peculiarly  ex- 
prefiive  of  their  attachment  to  their 
Sovereign.  It  is  due,  however,  to 
the  foreign  captive  to  fay  ,  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  on  that  even-p 
Ing,  proved  that  the  polite  atten¬ 
tions  which  he  has  received  at  Bath 
have  not  been  improperly  beftowed. 
He  laughed  heartily  at  the  lyric 
ridicule  againft  the  Chief  Conful, 
and  faid  ‘ 4  he  fhould  have  joined  him- 
felfin  the  cheers  of  loyalty  to  the 
King  of  England,  but  for  fear  fuch 
admiration  of  the  national  feeling 
might  be  mifreprefenteddk  Being 
alked,  whether,  in  his  opinion,  a 
defcent  would-be  attempted  in  Eng¬ 
land  ?  he  laid,  “  Unqueftionably, 
but  he  was  convinced,  that  if 
the  troops  of  France  were  as  well 
informed  of  the  prefent  fpirit  and 
temper  of  the  country,  even  the 
chief  Conful  himfelf  would  have  but 
few  followers.”  Speaking  of  his 
own  fituatipn,  he  remarked,  ((  it 
It  ad  beer,  made  fo  enviable,  that 

ynoit  of  his  own  countrymen  in 

✓ 

'Paris  would  gladly  exchange  their 
liperty  for  the  captivity  which  he 
enjoyed.”  He  concluded  by  ftating, 
f4  that  he  had  been  very  cruelly 
lyprefented  as  having  given  the  or- 


H.  M. 

Beginning  of  the  eplipfe  io  27 
Greateft  obfeuration  -11  39 

End  of  the  eclipfe  -  -  12  53 

Digits  eclipfed  -  -  8d.  36  m, 

About  half  paft  fix  o’clock  it 
.blew  a  moft  terrible  ftorm,  and 
rained  the  whole  morning,  and  du¬ 
ring  the  eclipfe,  particularly,  it 
rained  a  torrent. 

Mifs  O’Hara  was  feized  , 
with  a  fit  in  Drury  Lane-  I^t 
Theatre  at  9  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  Saturday  the  1  ith.  She  wa$ 
taken  to  Carpmeal’s  hpufe  in  Bow- 
Street,  where  fhe  was  treated  with 
every  attention.  Two  medical 
men,  Meffrs.  Rivers  and  Hunt, 
were  called,  whofe  aid  was,  how¬ 
ever,  without  effecl ;  file  expired 
this  morning  at  4  o’clock.  Lady 
Ely,  and  feveral  other  fafhionables 
called  on  Sunday  to  make  their  en¬ 
quiries.  She  was  a  beautiful  and 
accompiifhed  woman,  and  had 
fcarcely  attained  her  22nd  year. 

At  the  Guildhall  feffions,  Mary 
Brown,  alias  Monday,  was  tried 
upon  a  new  indictment  for  child 
'ftealing;  fhe  is  the  woman  who 
was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  for 
ftealing  a  child,  twenty- two  days 
old,  from  Mary  Johnftpn,  in  St. 
Andrew’s  Workhoufe,  on  the  16th 
of  Auguft  1802;  but  was  acquit- 
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£ed  In  confequence  of  a  flaw  in  the 
indictment, — The  prifoner  endeav¬ 
oured  to  prove  an  alibi,  but  fhe  was 
found  guilty  ;  and  her  fentence  was 
deferred  till  next  feftion,  in  order  tq 
give  her  an  opportunity  ofreftoring 
the  child,  or  difcovering  thofe  who 
employed  her.  The  Recorder  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  {he  did  not  make 
fuch  difcovery,  her  punifhment 
would  be  exemplary. 

,  Found  dead  on  the 
1  4  n*  coach  box,  (fuppofed  to 
have  received  a  mortal  blow  from 
another  coachman  in  a  cufpute  for 
precedence)  while  waiting  at  the 
Opera  houfe  for  his  lady,  Thomas 
Simmons,  coachman  to  Lord  Wal- 
fingham.  On  the  17th  his  body 
was  conveyed  to' an  undertaker’s  in 
Mount  ftpeet,  for  the  purpofe  of 
having  the  head  opened,  that  it 
might  be  ascertained  whether  the 
marks  of  violence  which  appeared 
on  his  face  had  been  the  caufe  of  his 
death.  In  order  that  the  poor 
man’s  friends  might  be  completely 
Satisfied,  Lord  Walfingham  under¬ 
took  to  pay  every  expence  attend¬ 
ing  the  operation,  and  employed 
two  furgeons  and  two  apothecaries 
on  the  occafion.  The  principal 
operator,  was  Mr.  Lynn,  who,  after 
infpeCting  every  part  about  the 
head,  was  convinced,  as  well  as 
the  other  gentlemen  of  the  profef- 
fion  prefen  t,  that  the  deceafed  had 
not  died  from  the  blow  which  ap¬ 
peared  on  his  head  and  face.  How¬ 
ever,  as  the  gentlemen  had  proceeded 
fo  far,  they  were  defirous  of  find¬ 
ing  out  the  true  caufe,  and  for  that 
purpofe  opened  the  cheft,  when  it 
foon  appeared  that  he  had  broken 
a  blood  veftel,  which  hadcomplete- 
Jy  inundated  'the  heart,  and  had 
pecafipned  his  death,  coach¬ 


man  fufpefled  of  linking  the  de¬ 
ceafed  abfconded. 

His  Majefty  became  fo  much  in* 
difpofed  at  the  Queen's  Houfe,  as  to 
require  the  clofe  attendance  of  Sir 
Francis  Millman,  Dr.  Heberden,  of 
Pall  Mall,  and  Dr.  Dundas,  of 
Richmond,  during  the  whole  day® 
4t  Twelve  o’clock,  the  following 
Bulletin  was  iffued  andfhewn  to  the 
nobility  and  gentry  who  came  to 
enquire  after  his  Majefty’ s  health. 

Feb.  14,  1804. 

(i  His  Majefty  is  much  indifpofed 
to-day,” 

A  Coroner’s  inqueft  was  held  on 
the  body  of  Mr.  Lacey,  attorney 
of  Bread-ftreet-hill,  who  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening  cut  his  throat  with 
a  razor  in  a  dreadful  manner.  By 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Jury, 
it  appeared  that  the  unhappy  gen¬ 
tleman  had  lately  been  vifited  with 
feveral  fevere  attacks  of  the  gout 
in  his  head ;  in  one  of  the  paroxyfms 
of  which,  it  is  fuppofed  lie  commit¬ 
ted  the  lamentable  aft.  V erdict— « 
Lunacy . 

Mr.  Aflett  was  put  to  the  A  . 
bar  of  the  Old  Bailey  ;  and  l6!"! 
’the  Judge  (Baron  Hotham,)  after 
recapitulating  the  counts  of  the  in¬ 
dictment  on  which  he  was  convict¬ 
ed,  reported  the  opinion  of  the 
Twelve  Judges ;  the  majority  of 
whom  had  determined  that  the  em¬ 
bezzlement  of  the  bills  by  the  pri¬ 
foner  had  fubjeCted  him  to  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  the  aft  of  the  15  th  Geo? 
II, ;  or  in  other  words,  that  he 
was  guilty  of  felony  as  laid  in  the 
indictment.  Mr.  A.  was  then 
removed  from  the  bar.  He  was 
dreffed  in  black,  and  bowed  refpec- 
fully  to  the  Court, — [Mr.  A.  ha® 
fmee  received  fentence  pf  death.  ] 

Colonel 
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«  ,  Colonel  Pifton,  late 

1  "  n*  governor  of  the  ifland  of 
Trinidad,  appeared  hefore  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice,  and  gave  bail,  him- 
felf  in  ioool.  and  two  fureties  in 
500I.  each,  to  anfwer  to  an  indi<fL 
ment  upon  which  a  bill  was  found 
the  laft  day  of  Term,  by  the  Grand 
Jury  of  Middlefex,  for  the  inflic¬ 
tion  of  tortures  on  Louifa  Calderon, 
a  free  Spanifh  girl,  under  fourteen 
years  of  age. 

r  ,  With  the  moft  heart- 

2  t1#  felt  fatisfadfion  did  many 
thoufands  this  day  join,  in  the  nu¬ 
merous  churches  and  chapels  of  this 
widely  extended  metropolis,  in¬ 
cluding  the  limits  of  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  in  a  form  of  prayer  and 
thankfgiving  to  Almighty  God, 
upon  the  profpedt  of  his  Majefty 
the  King’s  recovery  from  his  dan¬ 
gerous  ficknefs. 

Some  workmen  who  were  lately 
employed  in  digging  a  foundation 
in  Sewel’s  lane,  in  Scotch-ftreer, 
city  of  Carlifle,  difcovered,  juft 
time  enough  to  prevent  a  fatal  ac¬ 
cident  to  themfelves,  a  well,  which 
upon  further  inveftigation  by  the 
plumb  line,  proved  to  be  twenty. 
feven  feet  deep,  of  which  fpace 
about  twenty-four  feet  were  filled 
with  water.  On  draining  the  faid 
well,  feveral  valuable  remains  of 
Roman  antiquities  were  taken  up, 
amongft  which  were  two  brafs  fa- 
crificial  vafes ;  one  of  them  eleven 
inches  in  height,  and  twenty-one 
in  circumference  ;  feveral  bones, 
horns,  &c.  were  likewife  found  at 
the  fame  time.  Thcfe  antiquities 
are  of  incalculable  value,  both  from 
their  extreme  rarity,  and  from  the 
elegance  of  the,  workmanfhip.  The 
Latin  name  of  tbev afejs prafericuhim 
and  it  is  believed  to  have  been  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  puipofe  of  holding 


the  incenfe,  &c.  ufed  in  the  facriflce. 
Many  that  have  been  brought  from 
Greece  and  Sicily  are  in  high  efti- 
mation  with  the  curious,  for  the 
grace  and  elegance  of  the  work¬ 
manfhip,  and  the  beauty  of  the  re¬ 
lief,  in  the  ornaments.  The  Gr e-. 
chan  veffels  are  principally  of  fine 
clay  or  bronze.  The  vafes  we 
are  here  treating  of  are  fuppofed  to 
be  the  firft  that  have  been  ever  dif¬ 
covered  in  Britain  ;  as  there  is  but 
one  fuch  a  fculptured  vefl'el  among 
all  the  altars  found  in  this  country, 
and  that  is  a  beautiful  Roman  altar, 
difcovered  at  Ellenboro’,  and  which 
is  now  in  the  poffefiion  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Lowther  :  The  laft  men¬ 
tioned  altar  has  the  following  in- 
feription  :  “  Genioloci ,  Fortune  re- 
duct  Roma’  aterna ,  et  Fata  bo?ia,,t 
It  is  particularly  deferibed  by 
Camhden  and  Horfley,  with  a 
number  of  obfervations  on  the  in- 
ftruments  fculptured  on  its  fides, 
which  inftruments  are  the  praeferi- 
culum,  the  patera,  the  axe,  and  the 
knife.  The  metal  which  the  vafes 
recently  difcovered  are  formed  of, 
appears  to  be  a  compofition  of  re¬ 
fined  brafs,  capable  of  receiving  a 
very  high  polifh,  and  fo  very  flex¬ 
ible  that  it  allowed  the  artificer  to 
form  them  remarkably  thin.  At 
the  top  and  bottom  of  the  vafes, 
they  have  unqueftionably  been 
turned  and  finifhed  in  a  lathe.  As 
there  is  no  accompanying  altar  or 
infeription,  it  is  difficult  to  affign 
exactly  at  what  time  of  the  empire 
thefe  {acred  veffels  were  ufed.  The 
only  guide  is  the  elegant  Sculpture 
of  the  handles,  which  confifts  of 
four  tiers  of  groupes  of  figures,  of 
admirable  workmanfhip,  and  all 
apparently  illuftrative  of  the  cere¬ 
monials  of  facrifice.  Hie  upper- 
moft  represents  two  perfons  hoi  .ling 

Or 
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or  preparing  a  cow  or  bullock  for 
the  a<St  of  facrifice  ;  the  next  a  per- 
fon  taking  hold  of  a  bear  for  the 
fame  purpofe ;  the  third  a  pried 
attired  in  his  robes,  (landing  at  an 
altar,  and  holding fomething  on  it ; 
the  lower  one,  which  is  the  mod 
beautiful,  reprefents  on  theonefide, 
a  man  cloathed  in  complete  armour, 
holding  a  knife,  as  if  about  to  fa¬ 
crifice  a  (beep,  or  a  lamb,  which 
another  perfon  below  holds  up  for 
the  fame  purpofe  ;  and  on  the  other 
fide  (lands  the  prieft ,  with  another 
knife  or  fword,  attending  the  ce¬ 
remony,  &c.  & c. 

Died. — Aged  84,  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Lennox ,  a  lady  who  has  long  been 
d i ft ingu idled  for  her  genius  and  li¬ 
terary  merit.  She  was  the  protegee 
of  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  the  friend  of 
Richardfon  and  Mrs.  Yates.  Mrs. 
Lennox  publifned,  in  the  year  1752, 
The  Female  Quixote,”  and 
“  Memoirs  of  Harriet  Stuart.” 
In  the  former  of  thefe  novels,  the 
character  of  Arabella  is  the  coun¬ 
terpart  of  Don  Quixote  :  and  the 
work  was  very  favourably  received. 
In  the  following  year  (he  publifhedt 
<(  Shakfpeare  Illuftrated,”  in  2 
vols,  1 2  mo.  to  which  (he  after¬ 
wards  added  a  third.  This  work 
con  ft  (Is  of  the  novels  and  hiftories 
on  which  the  Plays  of  Shakfpeare 
are  founded,  colle&ed  and  tranflated 
from  the  original  authors ;  to  which 
are  added  critical  notes,  intended 
to  prove  that  Shakfpeare  has  ge¬ 
nerally  fpoilt  every  ftory  on  which 
his  Plays  are  founded,  by  torturing 
them  into  low  contrivances,  abfurd 
intrigues,  and  improbable  incidents. 
In  1756,  Mrs.  Lennox  publifhed, 
“  The  Memoirs  of  the  Countefs  of 
Berci,  taken  from  the  French,”  2 
yols.  1 2mo ;  and  “  Sully’s  Me¬ 


moirs/'  tranflated,  3  vols.  4to  ; 
which  have  fince  been  frequently  re¬ 
printed  in  8 vo,  and  are  executed 
with  no  (mail  ability.  In  1738, 
(lie  produced,  “  Philander,  a  Dra¬ 
matic  Paftoral/’  and  “  Henrietta,” 
a  novel  of  conftderable  merit,  2 
vols.  1  2mo  ;  and,  in  17 60,  with 
the  afliftance  of  the  Earl  of  Cork 
and  Orrery,  and  Dr.  Samuel  John¬ 
fon,  (lie  publifhed  a  tranflation  of 
“Father  Brumoy’sGreekTheatre,” 
3  vols.  4to  ;  the  merit  of  which  va¬ 
ries  materially  in  different  parts  of 
the  work.  Two  years  after,  (he 
publifhed  “  Sophia,  a  Novel,”  2. 
vols.  i2mo,  which  is  inferior  to  her 
earlier  performances  ;  and,  after, 
an  interval  of  fevcn  years,  (lie 
brought  out,  at  Covent  Garden 
theatre,  “  The  Sifters,  a  Comedy/' 
taken  from  her  novel  of  Henrietta, 
which  was  condemned  on  the  firft: 
night  of  its  appearance.  In  1773, 
(he  furnifhed  Drury-lane  theatre 
with  a  comedy,  inti  tied,  “Old 
City  Manners  and  has  only  writ-, 
ten,  we  believe,  fince  that  time, 
“  Euphemia,  a  Novel,  1750,”  4 
vols.  i2mo  ;  a  performance,  which 
by  no  means  deviates  from  the  cre¬ 
ditable  line  in  which  (he  always 
moved.  Her  father  was  a  field-of¬ 
ficer,  lieutenant  governor  of  New- 
York,  whofent  her  over  at  the  age 
of  15  to  a  wealthy  aunt,  who,  un¬ 
fortunately,  on  the  arrival  of  her 
niece,  was  out  of  her  fenfes,  and 
never  recovered  them  ;  immediately 
after  which,  the  father  died,  and 
the  daughter  from  that  time  fup- 
ported  herfelfby  her  literary  ta¬ 
lents,  which  (lie  always  employed 
ufefully.  Her  latter  days  have 
been  clouded  by  penury  and  fick- 
nefs  ;  calamities  which  were  in  a 
conftderable  degree  alleviated  by 
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the  kindnefs  of  fome  friends,  who 
revered  alike  her  literary  and  her 
moral  character.  Among  thgfe  it 
would  be  unjuft  not  to  mention  the 
names  of  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Rofe  and  the  Rev.  Wm,  Beloe. 
But  the  moft  effectual  balm  to  her 
wounded  fpirit  arofe  from  the  abid¬ 
ance  (he  has  receive^  from  The  Li¬ 
terary  Fund  Society ,  by  whofe  timely 
aid,  her  only  fon  was,  a  few  years 
lince,  enabled  to  fit  himfelf  out  for 
an  employment  in  the  Anglo  Ame¬ 
rican  States  ;  and  by  whofe  bounty 
the  means  of  decent  fubfiftence 
have,  for  the  laft  twelvemonth, 
been  afforded  to  the  mother. 

At  Wallace- town,  Ayr,  Jane 
George,  aged  no  years  and  10 
fnonths.  This  woman  was  born  at 
Edinburgh,  never  had  any  illnefs, 
retained  her  faculties  to  the  laft, 
and  died  without  a  ft  niggle.  She 
attended  the  late  Earl  of  Eglin- 
toun  in  his  infancy,  and  has  enjoyed 
a  penfion  from  that  noble  family 
ever  fince.  In  her  47th  year  fhe 
had  a  fon,  who  is  now  64  years  of 
age. 

Aged  106,  Mr.  j.  Mellor,  of 
Lane-end;  his  remains  were  at¬ 
tended  to  the  grave  by  thirty  of 
fis  friends  and  acquaintances,  whofe 
united  ages  amounted  to  1296! 

At  Kingfton,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  109  years,  George  Gregory, 
fuppofed  to  be  the  laft  of  the  crew 
of  the  Centurion,  which  (hop  cir¬ 
cumnavigated  the  world,  with  Lord 
Anfon;  and  what  is  more  remark¬ 
able,  he  never  had  a  day’s  illnefs 
fince  he  went  to  fea,  which  was  in 
the  year  1714,  v/hen  he  was  im- 
preffed  in  the  Downs  out  of  the 
Mary  brig,  belonging  to  North 
Shields, 


MARCH* 

This  day,  at  a  hunt  near 
Kinfwood,  Northumberland, 
the  fox  being  hard  prefled,  took 
fhelter  in  a  cleft  of  a  high  rock. 
The  hunters  provided  themfelyes 
with  fpades,  <&c.  and  wrought  for 
a  confiderable  time,  until  they  were 
on  the  point  of  reaching  the  fox, 
when  one  of  them  putting  in  a 
leaver,  gave  a  Ihock  to  the  rock, 
which  was  near  forty  feet  high, 
and  it  immediately  gave  way,  and 
three  men  that  were  at  the  top, 
with  fome  hundred  tons  of  the 
rock,  were  hurled  together  down 
the  precipice.  The  ponderous  load 
(hivered  feveral  trees  in  its  way, 
and  two  of  the  men  were  almoft  co*, 
vered  with  the  fragments ;  the  third 
was  hurled  to  the  bottom,  and  in 
the  aft  of  recovering  his  feet,  when 
a  large  piece  of  the  rock,  which 
followed,  knocked  him  down  and 
buried  him.  The  former  two  were 
taken  c-ut  much  bruifed;  the  third 
was  in  appearance  lifelefs ;  but 
fome  figns  of  life  returning,  a  fur, 
geon  was  fent  for,  and  he  is  now 
in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

This  day  the  Grand  Jury 
at  Oxford  found  a  true  bill 
againft  the  Rev.  Lockhart  Gordon 
aud  Mr.  Laudoun  Gordon  :  it  con¬ 
fided  of  feveral  counts,  and  charged 
them  with  having  “  to  the  great 
difpleafure  of  Almighty  God,  the 
difparagement  of  Rachael  Fanny 
Antonina  Lee,  and  the  evil  example 
of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  forcibly 
carried  away  and  defiled  her,  eon» 
trary  to  the  Statute.”  - 

The  prifoners  were  put  to  the 
bar  on  Tuefday  morning,-  and  Mr. 
Mills,  for  the  profecution,-  opened 
the  cafe,  by  defcrjbing  it  as  the 
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tiitjft  violent  and  extraordinary  out¬ 
rage  that  had  ever  been  ftibmitted 
to  a  jury  ;  and  adverting  to  the 
statute  of  Henry  VIII.-  fhewed  that 
the  crime  of  the  prifoners  amount¬ 
ed  to  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy. 

Mr.  Mills  in  conclufion  faid.*  that 
Mfs.  Lee  was  the  natural  daughter 
of  the  late  Lord  le  de  Spencer,  who 
left  her  property  to  the  amount  of 
7o,oool.  She  ran  away  with  Mat¬ 
thew  Allen  Lee,  Efq*  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  him  at  Haddington,  in  Scot¬ 
land  ;  but  parting  with  him,  fhe 
retired  with  1,200!.  per  annum, 
with  power  to  will  away  the  moiety . 
She  had  become  acquainted  with 
the  Gordons  from  having  been  at 
fchool  with  their  mother  at  Ken- 
lington,  and  her  intimacy  was  re¬ 
newed  in  December  lad.  On  Sun¬ 
day  the  15th  of  January  they 
dined  together,  and  carried  oft  Mrs. 
Lee. 

The  events  that  followed  being 
gone  through  by  Mr.  Mills,  the 
wifneffes  were  called. 

Mrs.  Wedgarth,  with  whom'  the 
prifoners  lodged  in  Alfop’s  build¬ 
ings,  proved  the  extreme  embarraff- 
ment  of  their  affairs.  She  had  hired 
the  chaife  by  their  order. — Janet 
Davifon  proved  the  forcibly  carry¬ 
ing  off  of  her  miftrefs,  which  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  corroborating 
evidence  of  William  Martin,  Sarah 
Hunt,  and  others.— ‘Two  podboys 
were  next  called.  One  of  them 
faid,  that  Lockhart  threatened  to 
fhoot  him  if  he  did  not  make  hade. 
There  was  no  force  ufea  whatever  ; 
the  lady  laughed  when  fhe  got  into 
the  chaife. 

Mrs.  Lee  was  lad  called.  She 
very  Itrongly  denied  her  aequief- 
eenc.e  in  being  taken  away,  and 
faid  (lie  had  frequently  advifed  them 
4 


to  defid.  She  laid,  that  in  various 
parts  of  the  tranfadion  die  was  fo 
much  agitated  as  not  to  know  whac 
was  going  forward. 

Mr.  Abbot  afked  her,  if,  when 
fhe  left  her  houfe,  die  had  not  a 
fteel  necklace  about  her  neck,  to 
which  was  fufpended  a  bag  with 
camphor  in  it  ?  Whether  it  was 
not  cudomary  with  fome  people  to 
wear  fuch  a  thing  as  an  amulet,  or 
charm,  to  dide  paffions,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  paffion  of  love  ?  'This 
fhe  admitted.  He  then  aiked  her,* 
if  fhe  did  not  remember  throwing 
it  out  of  the  chaife  window  on 
fome  part  of  her  journey,  with  fuch 
an  expreffion  as  this — 1  have  no- 
more  need  of  this  charm ;  I  have 
given  rnyfelf  zip  ;  and  novo  welcome 
pleafure  f  ’  * 

Mrs.  Lee  ;  t  had  my  common- 
drefs  deel  necklace  which  I  ufually 
wear— T  threwit  out  of  the  window* 
—I  can’t  fay  when — nor  can  I  fay 
that  it  was  before  we  came  to  Ux¬ 
bridge.— I  faid  that  was  my  charm' 
againd  pleafure— 1  had  no  occafion 
for  it  now  ;  at  that  moment  I  gave 
rnyfelf  up. — I  afterwards  expoft tr¬ 
ialed.  I  believe  the  word  charm* 
alludes  to  the  medical  property  of 
camphor — I  wore  it  as  a  fedative— 
it  is  fuppofed  to  calm  the  padions 
and  quiet  the  nerves.  I  went  up 
dairs  at  Tidworth;  the  chamber¬ 
maid  afked  me  when  X  would  be  in 
bed,  or  when  the  gentleman  fhould 
come  up  l  I  faid  in  zo  minutes.  I 
was  then  under  the  impreflion  that 
my  life  was  in  danger  from  Lock¬ 
hart,  and  alfo  of  fome  ferious  feuffle 
at  the  inn,  in  which  blood  might 
be  loft.  I  recoiled!  inquiries  were 
made  as  to  the  health  of  Laudoun 
— Don’t  recoiled;  giving  advice 
that  thefheets  fhould  be  well  aired, 
—When  I  thought  it  inevitable,  I 


14*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804 


gave  myfelf  up. — My  demeanour 
might  be  fuch  from  defperation,  as 
to  eive  Laudoun  an  idea  that  he 

<D 

might  approach  my  bed.1’ 

Mr.  Abbot  afked  her  if  her  no¬ 
tions  of  religion  were  not  fcepticcil? 
She  anfwered  Yes,  and  that  (he 
had  not  been  to  church  for  feveral 
years. 

Here  the  trial  flopped,  when 
Judge  Lawrence  entered  into  a  con- 
verfation  with  Mr.  Abbot,  and  the 
Counfel  on  the  part  of  the  profecu- 
tion,  who  admitted  that  no  compul- 
fion  was  ufed  to  bring  her  into  the 
county  of  Oxford,fhe  having  declar¬ 
ed  her  free  confent  when  fhe  threw 
away  the  charm.  The  trial  here 
ended.  Several  queftions,  which 
were  put  by  the  Counfel  to  Mrs. 
Lee,  are  omitted  for  obvious  rea- 
fons . — Acquitted. 

Dublin ,  March  8.  This  day  the 
Earl  of  Hardwicke,  accompanied 
by  feveral  of  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,  laid  the  foundation  done  of 
the  new  Bank  of  Ireland,  on  the 
feite  of  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  College  Green. 

,  This  evening  died  the 
IOt  *  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pitt 
Lord  Camelford,  aged  30.  His 
Lordfhip  conceiving  himfelf  af¬ 
fronted  by  Mr.  Bed,  a  gentleman 
of  Wimpole-ftreet,  and  fome  hafty 
expreffions  taking  place  between 
them  on  Tuefday  evening  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  Coffee- houfe  in 
Conduit-ftreet,  a  meeting  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  next  morning  in  the 
grounds  of  Holland  Houfe,  Ken- 
jftngton.  When  the  parties,  with 
their  feconds,  &c.  had  arrived  at 
the  place  agreed  on,  Mr.  Beft  en¬ 
deavoured  to  appeafe  his  Lordfhip, 
and  to  divert  him  from  the  purpofe 
of  f  ghting  a  duel.  Lord  C.  would 
hear  of  no  accommodation  what¬ 


ever,  and  each  took  his  ftation. 
His  Lordfhip  firft  fired,  and  miffed. 
Then  Mr.  Beft  fired,  and  fhot  his 
Lordfhip  in  the  right  breaft  ;  he 
was  conveyed  to  Mr.  Ottey’s,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Holland 
Houfe,  where  he  expired  at  the 
time  above  mentioned.  The  ball 
had  fraftured  the  fifth  rib,  paffed 
through  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs, 
and  lodged  in  the  canal  for  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  fpinal  marrow  through 
the  iixth  vertebra  of  the  back.  In 
the  right  fide  of  the  cheft  there 
were  upwards  of  fix  quarts  of  ex- 
travafated  blood,  which  comprefted 
the  lungs  fo  much  as  totally  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  performing  their 
office.  His  remains  have  been  de- 
pofited  in  the  vault  of  St.  Anne’s 
Church  ,  until  they  can  be  fent  to 
Switzerland,  to  be  buried  between 
three  trees,  on  a  fpot  named  by  his 
Lordfhip,  in  the  Canton  of 
Berne. 

The  Coroner’s  Jury  have  re¬ 
turned  a  verdidl  of — Wilful  Murder 
agaiufi  fame  Per  [on  or  Perfous  unknown . 
It  appears,  that  Lord  Camelford, 
taking  all  blame  to  himfelf,  re- 
fufed  to  name  his  antagonift  or  the 
feconds  ;  and  in  a  written  paper  he 
has  expreffed  his  hope  that  no  pro- 
fecution  might  take  place  ;  or  that, 
in  cafe  of  neceffary  conviction,  a 
petition  to  the  King  for  mercy  may 
be  prefented,  as  hislaft  requeft. 

It  is  ftated  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cockburne,  in  a  pamphlet  refpedt- 
ing  Lord  Camelford,  that  his 
Lordfhip,  on  his  death -bed,  ex¬ 
preffed  the  warmeft  contrition  for 
his  paft  irregularities,  and  earneftly 
exhorted  one  of  his  friends  to  lead 
a  life  of  peace  and  virtue.  The 
principal  reafon  that  induced  his 
Lordfhip  to  perfift  in  fighting  Mr. 
Beft  was,  that  as  the  latter  was 
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deemed  the  befit  fhot  in  England, 
to  have  made  an  apology  would 
have  expofed  his  courage  to  fufpi- 
cion. 

Lately,  at  a  garden  at  Swine,  in 
Holdernefs,  in  the  occupation  of  a 
Mr.  Keffeltine,  a  few  ancient  filver 
and  copper  coins  were  found,  turned 
up  by  the  gardener,  with  his  fpade, 
one  of  which  is  precifely  of  the  fame 
kind  as  the  one  figured  in  the  cuts 
of  Roman  coins,  in  Camden's  Bri¬ 
tannia,  p.  954  No.  xviii.  and  to 
which  he  alludes  in  his  notes  upon 
them,  page  104,  in  the  following 
words:  “  XVIII  FLAVIUS 
CON3TANTINUS  MAXI¬ 
MUS  AVGUSTUS,  the  great  or¬ 
nament  in  Britain,  damped  this 
coin  in  Conftantinople,  as  we  are 
taught  by  thefe  characters  under¬ 
neath,  CONS  with  this  GLORIA' 
EXERCITUS  ;  that  is,  the  Glory 
of  the  Army ,  to  curry  favour  wrh 
the  foldiers,  in  whofe  choice  in 
thofe  days,  and  not  at  the  difoofal 
of  the  emperor,  was  the  fovereign 
rule  and  government. ”  Ir  (hould 
be  obferved  that  the  figures  repre- 
fenting  the  head  of  Flavius,  on  one 
fide,  and  two  men  in  armour,  with 
bows  and  fpears  in  their  hands,’ 
Handing  on  each  fide  two  banners ; 
on  the  other  fide,  are  remarkably 
legible,  confidering  the  very  great 
antiquity  of  the  coin,  which  is  up¬ 
wards  of  1350  years  old.  There 
was  formerly  an  abbey  at  Swine  ; 
a  circumftance  which  may  probably 
account  for  the  difeovery  of  ancient 
coins  in  that  parifh. 

Ireland . — Lately,  three  boats 
laden  with  proyifions  arrived  at  the 
Grand  Canal  Harbour,  in  James’s- 
ftreet,  Dublin,  from  Carrick-on- 
Shannon,  in  the  county  of  Leitrim. 
In  this  paffage  they  had  to  pafs 
through  fixty-fiye  miles  of  that  part 


of  the  river  Shannon,  which  is 
called  the  Great  Shannon,  above 
Banagher,  and  likewife  through 
fixty-one  miles  of  the  Grand  Canal. 
Thefe  are  the  firft  velTels  that  ever 
arrived  in  Dublin,  after  a  mediter¬ 
ranean  voyage  through  the  heart 
of  the  kingdom,  by  rthe  above 
grand  communications.  There  are 
now  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles 
of  the  Shannon  open  for  navigation, 
from  Banaghar,  through  the  city 
of  Limerick,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean 
— fo  that  Ireland  may  now  boafl  of 
having  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
fixty  miles  of  internal  river  naviga¬ 
tion,  communicating  with  the  capi¬ 
tal,  near  the  centre,  by  means  of  rhe 
above  61  miles  of  the  Grand  Ca¬ 
nal. 

At  two  in  the  morning,  a  ^  ^ 
fire  broke  out  in  a  cottage  at 
Kempsford,  Glouceilerfhire,  inha¬ 
bited  by  an  indudriotis  labourer, 
named  Poole,  his  wife,  and  five 
fmall  children.  The  houfe  was 
completely  enveloped  in  flames  be¬ 
fore  the  family  were  alarmed.  The 
mother,  after  efcaping  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  returned,  and  penetrated 
three  times  fucceflively  through  the 
fire  to  faveher  children,  in  which  fine 
fortunately  fucceeded  ;  but,  (hock¬ 
ing  to  relate,  (lie  was  herfelf  fo 
much  fcorchcd  in  the  attempts,  as 
to  furvive  only  a  few  hours.  The 
poor  man  and  two  of  the  children 
are  fo  much  burnt  as  to  leave  but 
little  hopes  of  their  recovery. 

Mr.  Light,  a  refpeft-  ^  , 
able  farmer,  of  Sondley,  in  2  t  U 
Shropshire,  and  a  man  of  great  pro¬ 
perty,  being  at  Newport,  approach¬ 
ed  a  waggon  loaded  with  lime, 
which  was  palling  through  the  town, 
and,  taking  off  his  hat,  placed  his 
head  clofe  to  one  of  the  wheels! 
which  palled  over  him,  and  crufhed 
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him  to  death  indantaneoudy*  We 
have  not  heard  any  reafon  aligned 
fbr  the  commiffion  of  thi£  ftrange 
and  melancholy  aft. 

A  melancholy  accident  lately 
occurred  at  Docking*  Norfolk. 
Thomas  Callaby,  who  had  been 
only  a  few  days  difcharged  from 
Bethel  Hofpital,  Norwich,  (and 
who  appeared  to  have  recovered  his 
fenfes,)  went  to  bed  on  Saturday 
the  7th  ink.  apparently  compofed 
and  eafy  ;  but  about  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning  he  arofe  from  his  bed, 
tinder  pretence  of  being  thirdy, 
when  he  fecured  a  cafe  knife,  which 
lie  hid  in  his  fhoe,  and  about  four 
o'clock  the  fame  morning  dabbed 
his  wife  in  a  dreadful  manner ;  cut 
the  throat  of  his  grandchild,  about 
three  years  of  age,  and  alfo  dabbed 
his  daughter,  the  mother  of  the 
child.  The  maniac  was  at  length 
confined  by  his  Neighbours,  to 
whom  the  alarm  was  given  by  his 
fon,  who  efcaped  from  the  houfe, 
or  the  event  might  have  been  much 
more  dreadful.  The  child  is  fince 
dead,  but  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
likely  to  recover.  The  above  un¬ 
happy  man  was  a  fervant  of  Mr. 
Dufgate,  of  Summerfield,  and  had 
formed  the  horrid  defign  of  mur¬ 
dering  Mrs.  Dufgate  and  her  child, 
by  feereting  himfelf  in  a  lane  where 
they  were  accuftomed  to  walk  in 
fine  weather,  but  this  intention  was 
happily  frudrated  by  their  being 
accidentally  prevented  from  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  lane  that  evening. 

Lately,  the  remains  of  the  larged 
perfon  ever  known  in  Ireland,  at 
lead  fince  the  days  of  Phil  Macoul, 
the  famous  Irifh  Giant,  were  in¬ 
terredin  the  church. yard  of  Rofeu- 
nallis,  in  the  Queen’s  county.  The 
coffin,  with  its  contents,  weighed 
fifty-two  done®  It  was  borne  on 


a  very  long  bier,  by  thirty  drdiij* 
menj  who  were  relieved  at  inter¬ 
vals.  The  name  of  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  perfon  is  faid  to  have  been 
Roger  Byrne,  who  lived  at  or  near 
Burros,  in  Odory,  and  is  reported 
to  have  died  of  no  other  difeafe, 
but  a  fuffocatiori,  occadoned  by  an 
extremity  of  fat  that  dopped  the 
play  of  the  lungs,  and  put  a  period 
to  his  life,  in  the  74th  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  thirteen  done  hea¬ 
vier  than  the  noted  Mr.  Bright,  of 
Maldon,  whofe  w  aid  coat  inclofed 
feven  large  men,  Byrne  was  2 
married  man  ;  his  widow  is  a  very 
fmall  woman,  by  whom  he  left  four 
boys. 

A  gentleman  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Stockbridge  has  lately  had 
great  havock  committed  among  his 
fheep  by  dogs,  which  aflemblcd 
with  lingular  regularity,  on  dif¬ 
ferent  nights,  to  worry  and  dedroy 
the  harmlefs  dock.  No  lefs  than 
fifty-nine  ewes  were  killed  in  one 
night  5  but  fortunately  the  offenders 
were  detefted,  nine  of  them,  (dip.  . 
pofed  to  be  the  whole  gang)  have 
been  taken,  and  all  hung  up  toge¬ 
ther,  Mod  of  the  ewes  had  lambs 
by  their  fides,  none  of  which  were 
hurt. 

An  alarming  fire  broke  ^ 
out  this  morning  in  a  diftil- 
lery  of  Meffrs.  Calvert  Clarke/ 
and  Co.  at  Vauxhall,  It  happened 
by  the  burking  of  the  great  dill,- 
which  contained  10,000  gallons  of 
wadi,  which  indantly  was  inflamedy 
and  threatened  the  immenfe  efta- 
biidiment,  as  well  as  the  neiyh- 
bourhood,  with  ruin.  It  was  very 
near  the  fecond  dill,  which  was 
charged  with  a  quantity  of  fpirit- 
above  proof,  the  explodon  of  which 
would  have  communicated  to  400 
tons  of  manufactured  gin,  almoffi 

equal* 
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«qual  in  {Length  to  ipirits  of  wine. 
The  prefence  of  mind,  courage, 
and  activity  of  the  two  men  at¬ 
tending  the  ftill,  faved  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  whole,  by  throwing  a 
quantity  of  grains  into  the  ftoke- 
nole  and  fmothering  the  flames. 
But  for  this  prudent  aft,  400  tons 
of  fpirit,  upon  which  the  duties 
have  been  paid,  with  all  the  pre- 
mifes,  would  have  been  deftroyed. 
They  are  infured  for  between  50 
and  6o,oool.  in  the  Britifh  and  Im¬ 
perial  fire  offices :  the  aftual  da¬ 
mage  is  eftimated  at  from  12  to 
15,000b  as  half  the  wafh  ran  into 
a  barge,  which  lay  clofe  to  the 
houfe. 

Died. — At  his  houfe  in  Great 
George-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  Gen. 
Sir  William  Fawcett,  K.  B.  Co- 
lonel  of  the  3d  regiment  of  dra¬ 
goon  guards,  and  Governor  of 
Chelfea  College.  He  was  of  a 
very  ancient  and  refpeftable  family  ; 
and  born  at  Shipden-hall,  near  Ha¬ 
lifax,  in  Yorkfhire,  which,  for  many 
centuries,  had  been  in  the  poffefllon 
of  his  anceflors.  He  was  brought 
up  at  a  free  fchool  in  Lancafhire, 
where  he  was  well  grounded  in 
claflical  learning,  and  became  alfo 
a  remarkable  proficient  in  the  ma¬ 
thematics.  He  always  felt  the 
ftrongeft  predileftion  for  the  army, 
which  his  mother  and  nearefl  rela¬ 
tions  conftantly  endeavoured  to  dif- 
fuade  him  from ;  but  finding  all 
their  arguments  ineffeftual,  they 
either  bought,  or  he  had  an  en- 
figncy  given  him,  in  Gen.  Ogle¬ 
thorpe’s  regiment,  then  in  Georgia ; 
but  the  war  being  then  going  on  in 
Flanders,  he  gave  up  his  enfigncy, 
and  went  there  as  a  volunteer,  fur. 
nifhed  with  letters  from  the  late 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  and  Mr, 
Lafcelles  (afterwards  Lord  Hare- 

Vei.,  XUV,  or  You  IV,  N#w 
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wood)  to  the  commander  and  fe- 
veral  others  of  the  officers.  This 
ftep  was  at  the  time  far  from  unu- 
fual  for  young  men  of  fpirit,  of  the 
firfl:  rank  and  fortune,  to  take. 
He  entered  as  a  volunteer,  but 
meffed  with  the  officers,  and  was 
very  foon  prefen  ted  with  a  pair  of 
colours.  Some  time  after  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  lady  of  good  fortune  and 
family,  and,  at  the  prefling  intrea~ 
ties  of  her  friends,  he  moft  re- 
luftantly  refigned  his  commiflion  | 
which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  than 
he  felt  himfelf  miferable,  and  hif 
new  relations  finding  that  his  pro- 
penfity  to  a  military  life  was  in¬ 
vincible,  agreed  to  his  purchafing 
an  enfigncy  in  the  3d  regiment  o£ 
guards.  When  he  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  guards,  he  tranflated  from 
the  French,  i(  The  Reveries  ;  or. 
Memoirs  upon  the  Art  of  War,  by 
Field  Marfhal  Count  Saxe,’*  which 
was  publifhed  in  quarto  in  1757, 
and  dedicated  (i  To  the  General 
Officers/*  He  alfo  tranflated  from 
the  German,  (t  Regulations  for  the 
Pruflian  Cavalry,**  which  was  alfo 
publifhed  1757,  and  dedicated  to 
Major  General  the  Earl  of  Albert 
marie,  Colonel  of  the  King’s  own 
regiment  of  dragoons.  And  he 
likewife  tranflated  from  the  Ger¬ 
man,  (<  Regulations  for  the  Pruf- 
flan  infantry,”  to  which  was  added, 
i(  The  Pruflian  Taftics,’*  which 
was  publifhed  in  1759,  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Lieutenant  General  the 
Earl  of  Rothes,  Colonel  of  the  3d 
regiment  of  foot  guards.  Having 
attained  the  fituation  of  adjutant 
in  the  guards,  his  abilities  and  un¬ 
remitting  attention  foon  became 
confpicuous ;  and,  on  the  late  Gen. 
Elliot’s  being  ordered  to  Germany 
in  the  feven  years  war,  he  offered 
to  take  him  as  his  aid-de-camp, 
Ieries,  *G  which 
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which  he  gladly  accepted.  He  was 
foon  promoted  to  a  company  in  the 
Guards  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  army,  and  became 
military-fecretary  to,  and  the  inti¬ 
mate  and  confidential  friend  of, 
Lord  Granby.  The  many  eminent 
and  honourable  fixations  he  has 
fince  held  are  too  well  known,  both 
In  England  and  Germany,  to  be 
here  mentioned;  and  the  manner 
In  which  he  performed  the  duties 
of  his  feveral  offices  will  long  be 
gratefully  remembered  by  his  coun¬ 
try,  as  well  as  by  every  individual 
who  had  bufinefs  to  tranfad  with 
him. 

At  Exeter,  aged  100,  Mrs. 
Mackenzie,  mother  of  Lieut.  Col. 

M. 

Aged  104,  Mrs.  Anne  Kent,  of 
Tottenham,  a  very  pleafing  perfon, 
appearing  to  be  about  80  years  of 

age* 

Lately,  at  Littleton,  near  Wells, 
Samuel  Curtis,  aged  307. 


•  '  APRIL. 

,  At  Taunton  affixes,  Alex- 

^  *  ander  Davifon,  Efq.  of  Saint 
James’s  Square,  and  two  others, 
were  convifted  of  bribery  at  the 
llchefter  eledion. 

1  At  the  Weftminfler  feffions, 

^  ‘  Mary  Edwards  and  Mary  Ann 

Edwards,  mother  and  daughter, 
were  indided  for  feloniouily  deal¬ 
ing  a  quantity  of  wearing  apparel, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Rogers,  of 
Manchefter  Buildings,  Weftmin¬ 
fler.  It  appeared,  that  on  the  2d 
of  March,  about  half  paft  one 
o’clock,  the  child  from  whom  the 
clothes  were  taken  was  decoyed 
from  the  door  of  her  father’s  houfe, 
and  was  not  heard  of  until  late  in 


the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day ; 
when  (he  was  found  naked  on  the 
flight  of  fteps  leading  to  the  wate*, 
on  the  Surry  fide  of  VVeftminfter 
Bridge.  On  fearching  the  houfe 
of  the  prifoners,  in  Brooke’s-court, 
Lambeth,  the  child’s  bonnet  and 
fhoes,  with  other  parts  of  her  ap¬ 
parel,  were  found.  Both  were 
found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to  be 
tranfported  for  feven  years. 

This  night  a  fire  broke  -  , 
out  near  Sun  Tavern  Fields,  1  1 
Shadwell,  in  the  rope  ground  and 
warehoufes  of  Mr.  Corny/ell.  The 
warehoufes  were  filled  with  cables, 
pitch,  and  other  combuftible  mat¬ 
ter,  to  a  very  great  amount :  of 
courfe  the  flames  burnt  with  great 
fury,  and  extended  themfelves  with 
extraordinary  rapidity.  They  foon 
communicated  to  the  deal-yard  of 
Mr.  Miles,  all  of  which  were  in- 
ftantly  in  a  blaze.  The  immediate 
fcene  of  the  conflagration  was  in- 
acceffible  to  the  engines,  and  the 
volume  of  fire  fo  great,  as  to  afford 
r,o  hope  that  they  could,  if  within 
reach,  make  any  impreffion  upon  it. 
In  this  extremity,  the  firemen 
turned  their  attention  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  houfes,  and  exerted  them¬ 
felves  to  cut  off  all  communication 
between  them  and  the  burning  pre- 
mifes.  They  played  the  engines 
upon  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Mr. 
Cornwell ;  but  all  their  energy,  it 
was  feared,  would  not  be  able  to 
fave  it,  as  the  wind  blew  the 
flames  directly  upon  it.  A  more 
dreadful  fire,  or  a  more  awful  fpec- 
tacle,  has  not  been  feen  for  many 
years  in  London.  The  damage  is 
eftimated  at  20, cool.  Happily  no 
lives  were  loft:. 

The  celebration  of  High  .  . 
Mafs,  and  a  folemn  Requiem  1  1 
for  the  late  Duke  d'Enghein,  took 

place 
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place  this  morning,  at  the  French 
chapel,  in  King-ftreet,  near  Port- 
man-fquare.  The  Bilhopof  Mont¬ 
pelier  affifted  on  this  moft  folemn 
occafton,  as  did  the  venerable  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Narbonne,  the  Bifhops  of 
Arras,  Avranches,  Nantz,  Angon- 
Hme,  Noyon,  Rhodes,  and  Ufez. 
Of  perfons  of  diftinCtion,  there 
were  prefen t  befides,  Monfeur, 
Duke  de  Berry,  Duke  d’Orleans, 
Duke  de  Montpenfier,  Comte  Beau- 
joiois.  Marquis  de  Liverot,  Earl 
and  Countefs  of  Kenmare,  Dowager 
Marchionefs  of  Donnegal,  and  Lady 
Char.  Browne.  >  The  Prince  of 
Conde  intended  to  have  been  pre- 
fent ;  but  his  health  and  feelings 
would  not  permit  him. 

As  Mr.  Cleaver,  painter,  of 
Rottingdean,  was  returning  home 
from  Brighton,  where  he  had  been 
keeping  his  holidays,  he  inadvert¬ 
ently  miffed  the  foot  track,  near 
Black  Rock,  and  was  precipitated 
down  the  cliff,  a  perpendicular 
height  -of  54  feet,  where  he  lay 
from  Tuefiay  night  till  Thurfday 
morning,  when  he  was  found  by 
the  Rev.  Mr,  Woodward,  alive, 
and  without  any  broken  bones,  but 
with  his  eyes  clofed,  and  a  ft  one 
fo  hard  clenched  in  one  hand,  that 
it  was  not  extricated  without  great 
difficulty ;  his  temple  exhibited  a 
bruife,  and  he  laboured  under  the 
total  lofs  of  his  fpeech  and  fenfes. 
Hopes  were,  however,  for  fome 
time  entertained  of  his  recovery, 
having  been  remoyed  back  to  Brigh¬ 
ton,  and  placed  under  medical  care. 
This  young  man  languished  until 
the  Thurfday  following,  and  then 
expired.  ; 

Scolopax ,  or  the  woodcock. — 
Of  all  the, different  fpecies  hitherto 
difcovered  of  the  genus  belonging 
to  the  order  of  Gratis,  one  of  the 
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moft  extraordinary  was  a  few  days 
fince  fhot  by  the  game  keeper  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Stephens,  of  JLudg- 
van  in  Oxrordfhire,  in  an  inclofure 
near  the  parfonage  houfe,  called 
Cooper’s  Croft.  The  head,  tai  1, 
and  the  extremity  of  the  wings 
are  of  a  milk  white,  the  bill  and 
legs  of  a  light  yellow,  and  the 
body  of  a  browniih  afh  colour. 
It  is  altogether  as  elegant  in  its 
fhape,  as  lingular  in  its  fpecies. 
The  celebrated  Mr.  Pennant  has 
deferibed  this  bird  as  very- rarely 
feen  in  the  Hebrides.  The  bird 
has  been  carefully  preferved,  and 
forwarded  to  the  Leverian  Mu- 
feum. 

Colonel  Harwood  applied  Q  . 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  2  " 

an  injunction  to  reftrain  the  further 
negociation  of  a  promiffory  note 
for  4,0001.  given  by  him  to  Mr. 
Horne  Tooke.  It  appeared  from 
Colonel  Harwood’s  ftatement,  that 
the  note  had  been  given  as  an  ac¬ 
commodation  note  to  Mr.  Horne 
Tooke;  but  by  the  latter’s  ac¬ 
count,  that  an  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  between  them,  to 
fhare  reciprocally  the  bounty  of 
Mr.  Edward  Tooke,  deceafed  ; 
and  that  the  note  was  the  voluntary 
gift  of  Colonel  Harwood,  in  dif. 
charge  of  his  honour  and  good  faith. 
The  note  was  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchafe  of  annuities  for  the  lives 
of  Mrs.  Tooke  and  her  two  dauefti- 
ters ;  but  Mr.  Tooke  changed  the 
difpofition,  by  purchafing  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  Barr,  an  annuity 
of  400I.  upon  his  own  life,  for 
2,4001.  and  taking  a  bond  for  the 
1600I.  the  ref  due  of  the  note, 
which  he  conceived  would  be  more 
eligible,  and  ultimately  more  be¬ 
neficial  to  his  family.  The  Chan¬ 
cellor,  after  taking  a  comprehen- 

*  C  2  five. 
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five  view  of  the  cafe,  faid  it  would 
beft  anfwer  the  equity  and  juftice 
of  the  cafe,  if  Colonel  Harwood 
brought  the  money  into  Court ; 
and  after  fome  material  queftions 
were  difcuffed,  the  Court  would 
finally  difpofe  of  it*  The  money 
was  then  ordered  to  be  brought 
into  Court  within  two  months, 
and  there  abide  the  final  iflue.  It 
was  at  the  infiance  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Mr.  Edward  Tooke, 
that  Mr.  John  Horne  affirmed  the 
siaine  of  Tooke  ;  a  coolnefs,  how¬ 
ever,  afterwards  took  place  be¬ 
tween  them,  fubfequent  to  which 
Colonel  Harwood  and  Horne  Tooke 
entered  into  the  agreement  above- 
mentioned,  to  divide  whatever 
Should  be  left  to  either  of  them 
by  Mr.  Edward  Tooke. 

,  A  young  feaman,  named 
*  Stoddart,  was  purfued  by  the 
prefs-gang  down  the  Broad  Chare, 
In  Newcaftlc,  when,  to  efcape 
them,  he  jumped  into  the  Tyne, 
and  attempted  to  fvvim  acrofs  the 
river  to  Gatehead.  One  of  them 
threatening  to  fire  at  him  if  he  did 
not  return,  the  fright  and  exertion 
took  away  his  ftrength,  and  he 
was  drowned. 

By  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
Alexander  Davidfon,  Efq.  John 
White  Parfons,  and  Thomas  Hop, 
ping,  gents,  for  bribery  and  cor¬ 
ruption  at  the  late  Ilchefter  eleftion, 
have  been  {entenced  to  twelve 
months  confinement  in  the  prifon 
of  the  court. 

Dr ed. —At  Geneva,  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  after  a  fhort  illnefs, 
Mc*nf»  Necker,  formerly  minifter 
of  Finance  in  France.  Madame 
Stael  Von  Hoiftein,  now  refiding 
at  Berlin,  is  his  only  child,  and 
inherits  all  her  father’s  property, 
which  is  calculated  to  amount  to 


five  millions  of  livres.  Since  the 
death  of  his  wife,  101796,  he  re¬ 
garded  life  with  difguft,  and  paffed 
regularly  every  day  fome  hours  by 
the  fide  of  the  coffin  containing  the 
corpfe  of  Madame  Necker.  He 
defired,  in  his  will,  that  both  their 
bodies  fhould  be  buried  together  in 
a  vineyard  upon  his  eftate. 

1 2th.  At  the  Vicarage,  New- 
caftle,  aged  47,  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Dacres  Carlyle,  B.D.  vicar  of 
Newcafile. upon- Tyne,  chancellor 
of  Carlifle,  profefior  of  Arabic  in 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and 
chaplain  to  the  bifhop  of  Durham  ; 
a  man  of  eminent  abilities  and 
learning,  and  genuine  goodnefs  o t 
heart.  Of  his  proficiency  in  ori¬ 
ental  literature,  and  his  correct  and 
elegant  tafte,  the  world  has  already 
had  a  favourable  fpecimen  in  his 
Tranflations  of  Select  Pieces  of 
Arabic  Poetry  :  but  religion,  as 
well  as  literature,  has  fuftained  a 
fevere  lofs  in  his  death  ;  fince  it 
will  at  leaft  fufpend  the  correal  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Arabic  Bible,  which 
he  had  undertaken  at  the  requeft  of 
a  rnoft  refpeftable  fociety  compofed 
of  many  eminent  perfons  (amongft 
whom  the  bifiiop  of  Durham  is  on* 
of  the  moft  active)  and  for  which 
every  preparation  had  been  already 
made  in  this  town ;  and  muft  put 
an  entire  ftop  to  his  great  and  fa¬ 
vourite  project  of  giving  a  complete 
edition  of  the  New  Teftament  i* 
Greek,  which  was  to  contain  not 
only  the  various  readings  colleHccf 
by  Mill,  Bengelius,  Wetftein,  Grief- 
bach,  and  Matthaei,  but  alfo  thofan 
of  more  than  thirty  Greek  manu- 
feripts  which  he  had  collected  dur¬ 
ing  his  refidence  and  travels  in  the 
Turkifh  empire,  together  with  a 
new  and  accurate  collation  of  the. 
Syriac  and  otfrer  ancient  verfions. 

With 
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With  hisDiflertation  on  the  Troad, 
and  Obfervations  made  during  his 
Tour  through  Lefler  Aha,  Syria, 
and  Egypt,  the  public  may  hope  to 
be  gratified.  During  the  fhort  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  refidence  at  Newcaftle, 
his  extreme  fufferings  from  a  pain¬ 
ful  and  dift reffing  malady  have  pre¬ 
vented  his  engaging  in  general  in- 
tercourfe  ;  but  the  few  friends  who 
have  had  the  happinefs  occasionally 
to  vifit  him,  have  feen  enough  of 
the  extent  of  his  acquirements,  the 
vivacity  of  his  converfation,  and 
the  ardour  of  his  literary  purfuits, 
to  render  the  unlooked-for  event 
of  his  death  a  fubjeft  of  their  molt 
fmcere  regret. 

Aged  i® i,  the  reli<5l  of  Mr. 
Peet,  formerly  of  Broad-lane,  Not¬ 
tingham. 

Aged  103,  which  Ihe  completed 
in  January  laft,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Holmes,  of  Sunderland-bridge,  near 
Durham.  She  retained  all  her  fa¬ 
culties,  and  conftantly  made  her 
own  bed  till  within  a  few  days  of 
her  death. 

At  Gatefliead,  near  Newcaftle, 
Mrs.  Anne  Parkin,  aged  104. 


MAY. 

,  The  ftorm  this  afternoon 
4th*  was  attended  with  more  awful 
circumftaaces  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bath  than  ever  accompanied  any 
elemental  convulfion  ol  the  fame 
nature  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldeft  inhabitants.  Tropical  de¬ 
luges  may  equal,  perhaps,  the  vi¬ 
olence  of  the  rain  ;  but  in  conti¬ 
nuance  it  exceeded  the  cuftomary 
duration  of  tempefts  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  Line.  Unprece¬ 
dented  examples  of  devaluation  ap¬ 
peared,  when  the  torrents  ceafed  to 
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fall ;  roads  torn  up,  gardens  de¬ 
ft  roved,  and  confiderable  portions 
of  land  removed  from  theix  iitu- 
ation.  Among  thefe  phenomena 
may  be  reckoned — a  vaft  body  of 
earth  from  the  fummit  and  decli¬ 
vity  of  Beechen-clifF,  Which  fell 
“  with  hideous  ruin  and  cOmbuf- 
tion”  (for  it  is  doubtful  whether  it 
was  occafioned  by  the  a&ion  of  the 
ele&rical  fluid  or  water),  loaded 
with  bulhes  and  trees  iri  the  fields 
below ;  the  diflocation  of  almoft 
half  an  acre  in  a  field  belonging  to 
the  Rev.  R.  Warner,  at  Hanging- 
land  ;  and  a  flip  of  nearly  the  fame 
magnitude  in  a  field  on  the  Prior 
Park  eftate.  We  hear  of  only  one 
life  loft  (the  fatal  confequence  of 
imprudence),  the  gardener  of  Mr. 
Langton,  at  Newton,  who  was 
drowned  in  attempting  to  crofs  at 
the  bottom  of  Penny-quick-lane. 
Much  damage  was  fuftained  in  the 
parilh  of  Combhay. 

A  moft  awful  and  tremendous 
ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning  was 
alfo  experienced  the  fame  night,  in 
the  counties  of  Lancashire  and  Che- 
fhire ;  and  the  damage  fuftained  is 
almoft  incredible.  The  thunder 
was  fucceeded  by  immenfe  torrents 
of  rain  and  hail.  Not  far  from 
Warrington,  on  the  Chelhire  fide, 
a  bolt  fell,  which  did  great  injury, 
and  by  which  one  perfon  in  parti¬ 
cular  fuffered  feverely  in  his  pro¬ 
perty.  At  Bolton  and  its  vicinity 
the  people  experienced  a  moft  dread¬ 
ful  tornado ;  and  it  is  fuppofed 
that  a  water  fpout  muft  have  burft 
in  that  neighbourhood,  the  river 
Irwell  having  fwelled  to  fo  great 
an  height  as  to  fweep  away  many 
buildings,  and  large  quantities  of 
houfehold  furniture.  &c.  The  du¬ 
ration  of  the  ftorm  was  upwards  of 
two  hours.  At  Houlton*park  a 
*  C  3  ball 


22  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


ball  of  fire  fell  with  fuch  force  as 
to  fplit  in  fhivers  and  tear  up  an 
afh  tree  which  had'  long  been  ad¬ 
mired  for  its  ftrength  and  beaut y. 
Several  bridges  have  been  thrown 
down. 

,  A  Court  Martial  was  held 
^  *  on  board  the  Illuftrieus,  on 

the  armourer  belonging  to  the  Le- 
da,  for  having  thruft  a  red-hot 
iron  into  the  left  fide  of  a  feaman 
belonging  to  the  fame  Chip,  which 
occafioned  his  death  in  about  five 
minutes.  The  armourer  is  con¬ 
demned  to  be  hanged. 

i  The  following  melancholy 
**  *  occurrence  took  place  at  Dur- 

ley,  about  two  miles  from  Bifhop's 
Waltham.  Between  one  and  two 
this  morning,  a  rookery  belonging 
to  Mr.  Edward  Houghton  was 
entered  by  feme  men  armed  with 
bludgeons,  for  the  purpofe  of  fleajL 
irig  rooks,  when  they  were,  hailed 
by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Millet, 
Rationed  there  to  protect  the  rook¬ 
ery,  who  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
them  to  defift  and  go  away,  which 
they  obftinately  refufed.  Millet 
then  left  them,  and  returned  with 
Mr.  Houghton  and  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Peter  Barfoot ;  a  feuffie 
enfuing,  one  of  the  men,  named 
James  Weil,  received  a  wound  from 
Mr.  Barfoot  with  a  knife,  which 
occafioned  his  infant  death;  ano¬ 
ther  of  them,  Dowfe,  was  wounded. 
The  coroner’s  inquefi:  has  fince  fit 
on  the  body  of  Weft,  and,  after 
an  inveftigation  of  two  days,  re¬ 
turned  a  verdiCt  of — wilful  murder. 
Mir.  Barfoot  is  in  confequence  com* 
mitted  for  trial. 

A  notice  appeared  in  this  night’s 
gazette  from  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  ©f  the  Bank  of  England, 
Hating,  that  with  the  approbation 
of  his  Majefty’s  moil  honourable 


privy  council,  they  have  caufed 
dollars  to  be  ftamped  at  Mr.  Bol¬ 
ton’s  manufactory,  with  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  head  and  infeription,  “  Geor¬ 
gius  III.  Dei  Gratia  Rex,”  on  the 
obverfe ;  and  Britannia,  with  the 
words,  “  Five  Shillings  Dollar 
Bank  of  England,  1804,”  011  t^ie 
reverfe ;  which  they  propofe  to  i fi¬ 
bre  inftead  of  the  dollars  which 
have  been  lately  ftamped  at  his 
Majefty’s  mint  at  the  Tower ;  the 
latter  of  which  now  in  circulation 
will  not  be  current,  nor  will  be 
received  at  the  Bank  at  the  rate  of 
5s.  each  after  the  2d  day  of  June 
next ;  in  the  mean  time  they  may 
be  exchanged  for  the  dollars  with 
the  new  ft  amp,  or  for  bank-notes, 
after  the  rate  of  5s.  for  each  dollar. 

A  beautiful  coinage  of  half-gui¬ 
neas  has  been  delivered  from  the 
mint.  In  this  impreftjon  the  head 
of  his  Majefty  is  fomewhat  fmaller 
than  in  others,  and  the  wreath  is 
twined  round  it  more  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  form.  The  reverfe  is  like 
that  of  the  laft  coinage ;  the  le¬ 
gend,  Fidei  Defenj'o-r ,  Britanniarum 
Rex, 

The  folemnity  which  this 
day  pervaded  the  metropolis 
and  its  environs  was  fuch  as  fuited 
the  moral  obligation  individuals 
were  called  upon  to  perform.  The 
fober  filence  of  the  ftreets  was  only 
Interrupted  by  the  bell  of  the 
parilh  churches,  calling  the  inha¬ 
bitants  to  prayers.  The  paufe 
pioduced  by  a  fufpenfion  ol  the 
bufy  round  of  trade,  and  fhut  up 
(hops  was,  however,  lelfened  by  the 
early  appearance  of  the  volunteers 
gaily  dreffed  in  their  uniforms, 
who,  purfuant  to  orders,  proceeded 
in  all  directions  to  their  refpeCtive 
churches,  which  were  numeroufiy 
attended,  and  difplayed  awful  gran- 

deurv 
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deur.  The  new  form  of  prayer 
ufed  upon  this  occafion  appeared  to 
be  fervently  attended  to  ;  and  gra¬ 
titude  filled  the  bofoms  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  congregations  towards  the 
Divine  Being,  for  his  Majefty’s 
reftoration  to  health.  In  fhort,  a 
general  fenfe  of  morality  and  loy¬ 
alty  was  every  where  confpicuous. 
Many  of  the  volunteers,  after  the 
afternoon  fervice,  proceeded  to 
their  drill  grounds,  where  they  de¬ 
voted  the  remainder  of  the  day  to 
improvement.  To  difcriminate 
particular  corps,  or  perfons  who 
performed  fo  folemn  a  duty,  would 
be  invidious. 

William  Cobbett,  a  political 
writer,  was  tried  in  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  on  an  information 
for  a  libel  on  the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke,  Lord  Redefdale,  and  other 
officers  of  date  in  Ireland.  He 
was  found  Guilty . 

26th  Another  adh’on  was  tried 
in  the  fame  Court,  brought 
by  Mr.  Plunkett,  Solicitor  Ge¬ 
neral  in  Ireland,  againft  the  above 
Mr.  Cobbett,  for  a  libel. — Da¬ 
mages,  500I. 

Latelv  as  fome  workmen  were 
digging  a  cellar  in  St.  Alban’s- 
row,  in  Carlille,  they  difcovered 
two  vaults,  which  had  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  repofi Tories  of 
the  dead.  The  workmen  only  re¬ 
moved  a  few  of  the  upper  (tones  of 
the  vaults,  leaving  the  remains  of 
the  dead  in  the  cells  in  which, 
probably,  the)'  had  remained  for 
many  ages.  Intermixed  with  the 
earth  which  came  out  of  the  cellar, 
they  found  human  bones,  pieces  of 
burned  wood,  and  two  circular 
pieces  of  brafs,  part  of  an  iron 
chain,  and  a  quantity  of  molten 
lead.  From  the  marks  of  fire  dis¬ 
coverable  in  fome  of  thefe  reliques, 


it  is  conjectured  that  at  the  diifo- 
lution  of  religious  houfes.  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  this  place, 
which  then  contained  a  facred  edi¬ 
fice  dedicated  to  St.  Albion,  has 
been  reduced  by  fire;  and  from  the 
remains  of  the  vaults,  the  ground 
on  which  the  cellar  is  funk,  waa 
probably  a  cemetry  to  that  reli¬ 
gious  houfe. 

1  According  to  a  recent  enu-  - 
meration,  it  appears,  that  in  0  *  * 
the  metropolis  there  are  346  places 
of  worfnip,  viz.  112  parifh-church- 
es,  58  licenfed  chapels  and  chapels 
of  eafe,  19  for  foreign  proieftants, 
12  for  Roman  catholics,  133  meet¬ 
ing  houfes  and  methodift  chapels 
of  various  feHs  difleniing  from  the 
eftablhhed  church,  fix  quakers* 
meeting  houfes,  and  fix  Jews’  fy- 
nagogues. 

Died. — At  Baiting!  afs,  county  of 
Wicklow,  in  Ireland,  Capt.  Corry, 
of  the  militia.  Left  September  he 
went  out  rebel  hunting  there,  and 
had  with  him  a  cafe  of  fcrew  bar¬ 
relled  Heel  piftols.  One  of  them 
he  loft,  and  after  fome  time  it  was 
found,  but  in  fo  rufty  a  ftate  that 
it  could  not  be  unfcrewed,  and  the 
powder  fo  damp  that  it  could  not 
be  difcharged.  However,  it  was 
thought  every  precaution  had  been 
taken,  by  picking  the  powder  out 
of  the  touch-hole ;  and  from  that 
time  it  became  a  ftanding  jeft  to 
fnap  the  piftol  at  different  perfons 
without  efteft.:  An  enfign  in  the 
regiment,  fori  of  the  commander, 
and  the  moil  intimate  friend  of 
Captain  Corry,  preferred  the  piftol 
at  him,  when  it  went  off,  and 
lodged  the  contents  in  the  lungs  of 
the  captain,  who  languifhed  till  the 
next  day,  and  then  died  in  great 
torture,  in  the  23d  year  of  his  age, 
univerfally  lamented. 

*  C  4 
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id.  Interred,  in  St.  Andrew’s 
church  yard,  Dublin,  aged  1 1 5  years 
and  10  months,  William  Mitchell,  a 
revenue  officer,  born  in  London¬ 
derry,  July  1,  1689.  He  had  been 
for  fometime  in  America  when  it 
belonged  to  England,  and  was  one 
of  thofe  fuffering  loyalifts  who  loft 
his  property  by  the  war  ;  on  which 
account  he  was  recommended  to  an 
employment  in  the  revenue  by  Lord 
Townfend, 

At  Walmfley  Ford,  near  Black¬ 
burn,  aged  103,  Mr.  Richard 
Heaton,  farmer :  within  the  laft 
two  years  he  was  able  to  go  on 
foot  from  his  own  houfe  to  Prefton 
and  back  again  jn  one  day,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  not  lefs  than  29  miles. 


JUNE. 

.  On  the  celebration  of  the 
^  *  Anniverfary  of  his  Majefty’s 
birth  at  Jerfey,  the  public  joy  ex¬ 
perienced  a  hidden  interruption  by 
a  dreadful  accident,  which,  but  for 
the  fignal  intervention  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  bravery  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  would  have  proved  the  de- 
ftruttion  of  the  whole  town.  At 
noon,  the  forts  on  the  ifland,  and 
the  artillery  in  the  new  fort  on  the 
large  hill,  fired  a  royal  falute,  by 
drder  of  the  governor.  After  the 
ceremony,  a  corporal  of  the  Invalid 
Company  of  Artillery  received  the 
t|iatches#  ^nd  locked  fhem  in  the 
magazine  at  the  top  of  the  hill, 
which  is  bomb  prp-'f;  jt  contained 
209  barrels  of  powder,  a  quantity 
of  loaded  lx'mbs?  caiflons  full  of 
cartridges,  apd  o£hejr  combuftibles. 
About  fix  in  tjie  eyeping  the  fen- 
tries  obferved  a  fmoke  ififuing  fpom 
an  air-hole  at  the  end  of*  the  ma¬ 
gazine,  and  immediately  ran  from 


the  fort  to  give  the  alarm  of  fire  * 
when  Mr.  P.  Lys,  the  fignal  officer 
on  the  hill,  alfo  obferving  the 
fmoke,  came  towards  it,  and  meet.* 
ing  two  brothers,  named  Touzel, 
who  were  employed  by  him  as  car¬ 
penters,  endeavoured  to  prevail  on 
them  to  break  open  the  door.  One 
of  them,  however,  refufed,  and 
went  in  fearch  of  the  keys;  but 
the  other,  named  Edward,  having 
requefted  a  foldier,  named  Ponteney, 
to  affift  him,  he  acquiefced,  and 
they  agreed  to  facrifice  their  lives. 
Touzel  then  proceeded  to  break 
open  the  door  with  an  axe  and  a 
wooden  bat ;  when,  finding  the 
magazine  on  fire,  he  rulbed  into  the 
flames,  and  threw  out  heaps  of 
burning  matches.  At  length,  by 
the  intrepidity  of  this  man  in  par¬ 
ticular,  the  fire  was  fubdued  before 
the  foldiers  or  inhabitants  could 
reach  the  top  of  the  hill.  Captain 
Leith,  and  the  foldiers  of  the  3 1  ft 
regiment,  then  proceeded  to  infpeft 
and  empty  the  magazine,  left  any 
fparks  fhQuld  remain  undifcovered ; 
when,  wonderful  to  relate,  they 
found  two  wooden  caifions  filled 
with  ammunition  attacked  by  the 
fire,  and  one  containing  powder- 
horns,  cartridges,  &c,  was  nearly 
half  burnt  through  ;  an  open  barrel 
of  powder  was  alfo  fituated  under 
fome  of  the  beams  which  were  on 
fire,  and  fupported  the  roof. 

A  few  days  fince,  a  private  in 
the  Army  of  Referve,  quartered  in 
the  Ifte  of  Wight,  being  about  to 
be  puniftied  for  a  mifdemeanor,  in¬ 
formed  the  commanding  officer, 
that  her  fex  rendered  it  improper 
for  her  to  undergo  military  cha- 
ftifement.  She  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  to  the  hofpital  and  examined ; 
when  fbe  proved  to  be  a  female, 
though  fhe  had  ferved,  unfufpe&ed, 
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in  the  ranks  for  upwards  of  four 
months. 

One  of  the  greateft  prodigies  at 
prefent  in  this  kingdom,  if  not  an 
extravagation  of  nature,  is  Mr. 
Samuel  Lambert,  of  Leicefter,  and 
mailer  of  the  county  jail  there,  who 
weighs  not  lefs  than  forty-five 
done,  twelve  pounds,  which  is 
about  half  a  hundred  weight  more 
than  what  the  famous  Bright,  of 
Malden,  weighed,  who,  as  appears 
from  authentic  teftimoniee,  could 
button  feven  men  within  his  waift- 
coat.  Mr.  Lambert  had  often  ob- 
je&ed  to  being  weighed ;  but, 
getting  into  a  pollchaife  by  a  pre¬ 
concerted  plan  of  fome  of  his 
friends,  he  was  taken  over  a 
weighing  machine,  where  it  was 
afcertained  with  great  facility, 
to  his  no  fmall  mortification. 

The  filhermen  at  Mevagififey 
have  lately  caught,  in  their  mac- 
karel  drift  nets,  two  large  filhes, 
for  one  of  which  they  obtained 
the  fum  of  23I.  and  for  the  other 
that  of  feventeen  guineas.  The 
latter  meafured  24  feet  in  length, 
and  was  of  the  fpecies  called  by  the 
filhermen  a  bottle-mouth.  Its 
liver  only  produced  1 20  gallons  of 
pure  oil. 

.  Mr.  Hawes,  of  the 

1 9*  *  White-Chapel  Volunteers, 
was  killed  by  the  following  acci¬ 
dent.  After  the  review  on  the 
preceding  day,  in  Hyde  Park,  rid¬ 
ing  a  rellive  horfe  on  the  way  to 
Ilford,  an  old  man  eroded  the  road 
almoft  under  the  nofe  of  the  horfe, 
when  Mr.  H.  checked  the  animal 
as  much  as  he  could,  and  the  man 
palfed  unhurt,  but  Mr.  H.  fell  a 
Sacrifice  to  his  humanity,  for  the 
horfe  rearing  up,  he  was  thrown, 
and  received  a  kick  on  the  head, 
which  frattured  his  ikull.  He 


was  taken  to  the  Coach  and  Horfes 
on  the  Ilford  road,  and  every  pof- 
fible  aflillance  given  him,  but  ha 
died  the  next  morning.  On  the 
24th  his  remains  were  interred  in 
White-Chapel  burial  ground,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  whole  military 
corps,  conlifting  of  500  men,  who 
mamfefted  much  forrow  on  the  pre¬ 
mature  death  ofio  valuable  a  young 
man. 

This  day  at  Hanllope,  , 

Bucks,  was  experienced  ^  * 
one  of  the  moll  tremendous  dorms, 
of  thunder  and  lightning  ever  re¬ 
membered  by  theoldeft  inhabitant 
living,  it  feemed  to  gather  in 
the  W.  S.  W.  with  moll  aftonilh- 
ing  rapidity,  where  it  hung  for  a 
conliderable  time  in  filent  and 
gloomy  horror;  when,  on  a  hidden 
a  dreadful  peal  of  thunder  burll 
over  us  with  a  tremendous  roar, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  others 
flill  more  loud  and  awful.  In 
fad,  the  whole  artillery  of  the 
Ikies  feemed  to  be  let  loofe  at  once ; 
and  the  lightning  that  accompanied 
it  at  intervals  was  the  moll  vivid 
we  ever  faw.  The  elements  feem¬ 
ed  in  one  continued  blaze;  even 
Nature's  felf  feemed  to  recoil,  and 
dreaded  to  abide,  the  Ihock.  About 
half  pad  eight  o’clock  the  llorm 
was  (if  podible)  more  dreadful  ; 
and,  while  the  affrighted  villager 
was  feeking  for  Ihelter  in  the  hum¬ 
ble  cot,  or  fupplicating  a  Power 
Supreme,  we  were  alarmed  by  the 
falling  of  the  fpire,  and  of  our  ve¬ 
nerable  and  ancient  church,  which 
was  laid  in  ruins  with  a  mod  aw¬ 
ful  and  tremendous  cralh.  This 
beautiful  Gothic  drudlure,  which 
the  Architect  feemed  to  have 
mudered  all  his  Ikill  to  complete, 
and  which  was  186  feet  high,  was 
in  a  few  minutes  laid  in  a  confufed 
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heap  of  mins,  and  deprived  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  parifh  of  its  well 
attended  and  facred  place  of  wor- 
ihip.  At  the  two  mills  upon  the 
load  between  Cheifer  and  Park- 
gate,  the  lightning  threw  down 
the  chimney  of  a  cottage  occupied 
by  James  Hampton,  removed  the 
roof  on  one  fide  near  a  foot,  and 
dalhed  a  clock  into  more  than  an 
hundred  pieces.  Two  men  and  a 
woman  in  the  fame  cottage  were 
thrown  down;  the  heel  oi  one  of 
the  men’s  shoes  was  completely 
torn  from  the  quarter,  and  the  foot 
immediately  (welled.  At  Halton, 
near  Fordlham,  it  ft  ruck  the  vane, 
and  entered  the  chapel,  and  fplit 
and  damaged  many  of  the  pews. 
Fortunately  the  congregation  had 
juft  qui t t,ed  it.  It  alfq en tered  the 
houfe  of  Mi.  Eaton,  and  broke  to 
pieces  feveral  bediteads.  Air. 
Hooton,  a  private  in  the  6th  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Weft  London  Militia, 
was  ft  ruck  blind  by  the  lightning 
as  he  flood  on  guard  in  High-ftreet, 
Woolwich.  The  firelock  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  attraded  the  eledric 
fluid. 

.  Admiral  Berkely  ob- 
•  J*  tained  a  verdid,  with 
1000L  damages  in  the  court  ot 
Exchequer,  againft  the  publifher 
of  a  periodical  paper,  entitled, 
“  The  Royal  Standard  and\  Poli¬ 
tical  Regifter,”  for  a  libel  on  his 
profefhonal  charader.  The  libel 
ftated,  that  the  admiral,  when 
Captain  of  the  Marlborough,  in 
the  memorable  adion  of  the  4th  of 
June,  was  a  Jhy  cock  ;  than  which, 
according  to  the  evidence,  nothing 
could  be  more  falfe,  as  he  difplay- 
ed  the  utmoft  courage  and  bravery, 
during  the  conflid  between  the  two 
Beets* 


The  old  houfes  which 
choaked  up  the  paflage 
from  Palace  yard  to  the  church 
yard  of  Weftminfter,  and  prevent¬ 
ed  the  view  of  the  North  Side  of 
Henry  the  feventh’s  chapel,  are 
taken  down,  and  the  (pace  they 
occupied  is  to  be  railed  in.  This 
will  add  very  confiderably  to  the 
grandeur  of  that  antient  and  moil 
interefting  edifice  ;  and  every  man 
of  tafte,  and  lover  of  the  antiqui¬ 
ties  of  his  country,  would  rejoice 
to  fee  the  low  fhabby  buildings  at 
the  South  Weft  corner  of  the  en^ 
trance  front  undergo  afimilar  fate. 
An  opening  from  Old  Palace  yard, 
towards  St.  Margaret’s  church 
would  render  the  whole  one  of  the 
fineft  pieces  of  Gothic  fcenery  to  be 
met  with. 

Died.  AtEglefton  Abbey, after 
a  fhort  illnefs,  pofleffing  her  fa¬ 
culties  to  her  death,  Efther  Laine, 
aged  105,  fervant  in  the  families 
of  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  and 
Colonel  Morrett,  of  Rokely. 

17th.  In  his  1  ooth  year,  which  he 
had  attained  without  experiencing 
a  day’s  illnefs,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Overton,  weaver  of  Stamford,  in 
Lincolnihire. 


JULY. 

This  day  the  Middlefex  ^ 
eledion  committee  reported 
that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was  not 
duly  eleded  ;  that  Mr.  Mainwaring 
was  duly  eleded,  but  that  he  com¬ 
mitted  ads  of  treating,  whereby  he 
was  incapacitated  to  ferve  in  Par¬ 
liament  upon  fuch  eledion.  A  new 
writ  was  in  confequence  ordered  to 
be  ifiued. 


A  matter 
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^  A  matter  of  very  con- 
fiderable  importance  came 
on  to.be  tried  at  the  Quarter  Sef- 
fions  at  Bedford.  An  Overfeer  of 
the  Poor  of  the  parifh  of  Ltdlington 
in  that  county,  was  indi&ed  for 
difmiffing  awoman  from  his  fervice, 
fhe  being,  at  the  time  of  fuch  dif- 
miffal,  actually  in  labour ,  without 
making  any  provision  for  her  re¬ 
lief.  It  came  out  in  evidence,  that 
both  the  maker  and  the  mill  refs  of 
the  woman,  the  overfeer  and  his 
wife,  were  well  acquainted  with, 
the  {fate  in  which  fhe  was  ;  that 
they  refufed  to  receive  her  back 
into  their  home,  upon  her  en¬ 
treaty  to  befo  received;  and  that 
the  Overfeer  ordered  one  of  his  la¬ 
bourers  to  walk  with  her  as  far  as 
Ampthill,  a  diflance  of  three  miles 
and  upwards,  and  there  to  leave  her 
at  the firfl  public  houfe.  The  Jury 
found  a  verditt  of  Guilty  ;  and  the 
Court  fentenced  the  Overfeer  to  an 
iijiprifonment  of  two  months,  and  a 
fine  of  20I. 

,  In  the  court  of  King’s 
I2tl*  Bench,  William  Draper 
Bell,  Efq.  Serjeant  at  Law,  was  in¬ 
dicted  for  an  affault  on  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  James  Minifie. — The 
Counfel  for  the  profecution  (fated 
the  cafe  to  the  Court  ;  in  which  he 
obferved,  that  Minifie  the  profecu- 
tor  of  this  indictment,  was  former¬ 
ly  a  man  of  feme  confideration,  but 
misfortune  had  reduced  his  ftation 
in  the  world.  About  nine  years 
ago,  his  wife  being  intitled  tofome 
re  verfionary  property,  an  intercourfe 
took  place  between' the  defendant 
and  them  upon  that  fubjedt,  and 
from  that  time  fhe  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  calling  upon  the  Serjeant 
at  his  chambers. 

Mrs.  Minifie  being  called, 
flated,  that  in  confequence  pf  hav¬ 


ing  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ser¬ 
jeant  Bed,  by  his  appointment  fhe 
went  to  his  chambers  on  the  23d 
of  April,  1802;  but  inflead  of 
bufinefs  refpeCting  her  effate,  as  fhe 
expefted,  he  told  her  it  was  a  letter 
of  gallantry  ;  that  he  wifhed  her 
to  live  with  him,  and  preffed  herto 
make  him  happy.  He  faid  lie 
faw  that  her  hu (band’s  circuniftan- 
ces  made  her  uneafy  ;  but  he  would 
remove  that  by  getting  an  appoint- 
men  f  for  h  i  rn  w h i ch  he  had  often  pro- 
mi  fed.  She  told  him  fhe  did  not 
expect  to  hear  of  fuch  a  propofition 
from  him  ;  that  he  already  knew 
her  fentiments  upon  the  fubjeft  ; 
and  that  there  were  many  confide- 
rations,  and  ties  of  duty  and  mora¬ 
lity,  which  forbade  fuch  a  connex¬ 
ion.  The  Serjeant  was  not  fatis- 
fied,  but  iifed  violent  language,  and 
affaulted  her,  by  thralling  his  hand 
up  her  clothes. 

It  appeared  in  evidence,  thatfub- 
fequently  to  the  fuppofed  offence  the 
learned  Serjeant  had  been  required 
by  the  Plaintiffs  to  lend  them  a  hun¬ 
dred-pounds;  which,  together  with 
a  denial  on  the  part  of  the  Plain¬ 
tiff,  that  he  had  ever  touched  Mrs. 
Minihe’s  perfon,  or  even  approach¬ 
ed  her  with  fuch  intention,  and  fe- 
veral  other  circumftances,  lead 
Lord  Ellenborough  to  remark,  that 
it  appeared  to  be  a  wicked  confpi- 
racy  to  extort  money  from  Mr. 
Bell. 

Mrs.  Minifie  was  crofs- examined 
by  Mr.  Gar  row  ;  and  from  her  an- 
fwers,  and  the  teftiinony  of  Coun- 
fellor  Alley,  who  had  beenconfult- 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  profecutor, 
the  Jury  (without  wifhing  to  hear 
any  evidence  on  the  part  of  the 
Defendant)  declared  their  minds  to 
be  fully  made  up  upon  the  fubjeft ;  in 
confequence  of  which  Lord  Ellen¬ 
borough 
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borough  faid,  that  he  fhou'ld  not 
trouble  them  with  any  observa¬ 
tions  ;  and  the  jury  immediately 
pronounced  a  verdift  of  Not 
Guilty, 

c  ,  This  day  the  Freehold- 
1  ers  in  the  intereft  of  Mr. 
Mainwaring,  Jun.  met  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  to  confider  on 
the  beft  means  of  exempting  him 
from  expence,  &c.  and,  after  Some 
introductory  Speeches,  a  Subscrip¬ 
tion  was  opened,  which  amounted 
to  5,525b  On  imparting  this 
information  to  Mr.  M.  Jun.  he 
candidly  declared,  that  unlefs  the 
Subscription  amounted  to  io,cool. 
he  fhould  decline  theconteft.  The 
bufinefs  of  the  meeting  was  then 
deferred  till  Tuefday.  On  that 
day  the  fubfcriptionswere  increafed, 
and  at  the  preffing  folicitations  of 
his  friends,  Mr.  M.  confented  to 
{land  the  conteft. 

,  A  very  afflicting  cir- 

*  A  *  cumltance  occurred  about 
fwentyminutes  before feven  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  Two  houfes.  Nos. 
33  and  34,  Dunk-ftreet,  near 
Great  Garden-ftreet,  Mile-end, 
New  Town,  Suddenly  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  buried  in  the  ruins 
thirty-five  perSons.  Both  the 
houfes  were  let  out  to  poor  people 
with  Small  families.  As  Soon  as 
the  neighbours  recovered  from  the 
alarm  which  So  difraal  an  accident 
occafioned,  they  Set  to  work  to 
clear  away  the  rubbifh,  with  the 
laudable  intention  of  faving  as  ma. 
relives  as  poffible.  A  pcrfon  of 
the  name  of  Richards  was  the  firft 
who  relieved  fomr  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  fufferers  from  their  dreadful 
fituation.  The  confufion  of  cries 
under  the  rins  rendered  it  almoft 
impoffible  at  firft  to  difcern  the 
®xaCt  Spot  where  they  lay.  At 


length  he  found  one  Royfton,  his 
wife,  and  fon,  who  had  occupied  a 
room  up  ftairs ;  they  were  all  much 
bruifed,  and  were  Sent  immediately 
to  the  London  Hofpital.  He  next 
found  four  children,  two  of  whom 
were  ferioufly  injured,  and  fent  to 
the  fame  hofpital;  the  other  two 
had  the  uood  fortune  to  be  Screened 

o 

from  the  ruins  by  a  piece  of  timber, 
and  efcaped  unhurt  ;  they  were 
fent  to  Mile-end  Workhoufe  to  be 
taken  care  of.  On  fearching  fur¬ 
ther,  Richards  found  a  female 
child,  about  nine  months  old,  be¬ 
tween  two  pieces  of  timber  unhurt ; 
the  little  innocent  was  lying  on  its 
back,  playing  with  its  clothes,  un- 
confcious  of  any  danger.  She 
greeted  her  deliverer  with  fmiles, 
and  was  fent  alfo  to  the  Work-, 
houfe.  Further  affiftance  arriving 
the  fearch  was  continued  with  great 
ardour :  a  man  named  Box,  his 
wife,  and  three  children,  were 
traced  by  their  cries,  to  the  cellar, 
where  they  were  dragged  from  the 
window,  unhurt.  It  appears  that 
this  family  had  occupied  theground- 
floor,  and  had  fled  into  the  cellar 
for  fafety,  on  firft  hearing  the 
crafh.  Two  old  women  were 
found,  one  of  ninety,  the  other  of 
eighty ;  they  occupied  a  back 
room  up  two  pair  of  ftairs.  The 
former  had  been  confined  to  her 
bed  feven  months  ;  neither  of 
them  received  the  leaft  injury. 
The  moft  diftrelling  part  of  this 
fpedfacle  was  a  poor  woman,  who 
had  lain-in  on  the  preceding  Sun¬ 
day  ;  who,  as  well  as  her  child, 
was  materially  injured.  Before 
nine  o'clock,  fuch  exertion  as  had 
been  ufed,  that  the  whole  of  the 
perfons  were  found  who  were  Sup- 
pofed  to  be  miffing ;  and  however 
miraculous  it  may  appear*  not  one 

of 
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of  them  Was  dead,  and  but  a  few 
fead  any  broken  limbs.  A  widow 
and  her  daughter,  who  dwelt  in  a 
back  room  up  two  pair  of  flairs, 
were  among  thofe  who  were  moft 
hurt,  as  were  alfo  a  man  and  his 
wife  who  occupied  a  garret.  When 
the  accident  happened  nearly  all 
the  people  were  in  bed,  confequent- 
ly  when  they  were  taken  from  the 
ruins  they  were  entirely  naked, 
and  had  not  a  rag  to  put  on,  ex¬ 
cept  what  they  obtained  from  the 
humanity  of  their  neighbours.  It 
was  a  fortunate  circumftance,  that 
the  party-wall  between  the  two 
houfes  did  not  give  way,  as  in  that 
cafe  many  perfons  mull  have  inevi¬ 
tably  perifhed. 

Q  ,  About  nine  o’clock, 
1  £  *  whilft  the  troops  at  Eafl- 

A 

bourne  were  performing  thei'r  ac- 
tuftomedexercife,  on  the  right  of 
the  lines,  an  alarming  fire  broke 
out  in  the  centre  of  the  camp. 
It  commenced  in  the  temporary 
mefs-room  erected  for  the  officers 
of  the  48th  regiment,  and  as  the 
fabric  was  compofed  chiefly  of 
wood  and  ft  raw,  it  was  foon  redu¬ 
ced  to  afhes.  Fortunately,  the 
fire  ceafed  where  it  commenced. 
This  accident  excited  a  lively  fen- 
fatiori  in  the  furrounding  country, 
and  along  the  coaft.  The  fire  and 
alarm  beacons,  on  all  the  different 
Fills,  were  immediately  feen  on 
fire,  and  a  confiderable  alarm  muft 
have  been  the  confequence. 

,  The  numerous  tenantry 
of  Mr.  Coke,  of  Holkham 
this  day  prefented  him  with  a  fu. 
perb  vafe,  as  a  teftimony  of  efteem 
for  his  judicious  and  liberal  conduct 
as  a  landholder  and  occupier.  The 
cup  is  extremely  elegant,  and  an¬ 
swers  to  the  defer iption  of  its  em¬ 
blematical  devices.  It  weighs 


700  ounces,  and  from  the  beauty 
of  the  workmanfliip  cofts  as  many 
pounds  fterling. 

The  Middlefex  eledion  com¬ 
menced  this  day.  So  early  as  fix 
o’clock  vaft  crowds  of  fpe&ators 
lined  the  way  along  Piccadilly  and 
the  road  to  Brentford.  About 
feven  Sir  Francis  Burdett  fet  out 
for  that  place  in  his  carriage  and 
four,  preceded  by  feven  outriders, 
carrying  large  banners  of  blue 
filks,  on  which  were  written,  in 
letters  of  gold,  “  Burdett  and  In¬ 
dependence.”  The  baronet  was 
hailed  in  every  quarter  by  the  voci¬ 
ferations  of  the  mob.  About  ten, 
George  Boulton  Mainwaring,  efq. 
arrived  at  thehuftings  in  a  chariot 
and  fix,  with  two  poftillions  in 
fcarlet  livery,  trimmed  with  fil- 
ver,  followed  by  ten  carriages  fil¬ 
led  with  his  friends,  all  of  whom 
wore  fky  blue  favours.  The  co¬ 
lours  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  are 
dark  blue  and  ©range.  Mr.  Main- 
waring  and  his  friends  were  in 
manv  inftances  ill  ufed  by  the  rab- 
ble  in  the  intereft  of  his  opponent, 
who  threw  ftones  and  other  wife  an¬ 
noyed  his  refpe&able  party.  Peter 
Moore,  efq.  member  for  Coventry, 
propofed  Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  the 
electors  for  the  reprefen tation  of 
Middlefex  ;  and  was  feeonded  by 
Mr.  Knight.  Mr.  Mainwaring, 
was  afterwards  propofed  by  Al¬ 
derman  Sir  William  Curtis,  and 
the  nomination  feeonded  by  Colonel 
Wood.  Each  candidate  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  addrefs  the  populace;  but 
fcarceiy  any  thing  of  what  was  ad¬ 
vanced  by  Mr.  Mainwaring  could 
be  1  heard  above  the  incef- 
fant  hiffing.  The  fhew  of  hands 
of  courfe  was  much  in  favour  of 
Sir  Francis,  when  a  poll  was  de¬ 
manded  by  the  friends  of  the  op- 
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polite  candidate,  which  at  the 
clofe  on  Monday  evening  Hood 
thus :  for  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  61 1, 
for  Mr.  Main  waring,  3  28. 
r  1  This  day  Mr.  Pitt,  at- 

"1*  tended  by  Mr,  Long,  Mr. 
Hufkiffon,  and  Mr.  Spurges 
Bourne,  dined  with  the  company 
of  Grocers.  On  his  appearance  a 
rapturous  burll  of  applaufe  took 
place.  The  company  then  fat 
down  ro  a  moil  fumptuous  dinner. 
After  a  patriotic  fong  and  toaft  or 
two,  the  matter  of  the  company 
faid,  (<  That  he  rofe,  not  to  exprefs 
the  honour  he  had  of  having  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but 
the  Right  Honourable  William 
Pitt,  a  brother  Grocer,  at  his  right 
hand,  and  to  drink  his  health  with 
three  times  three. ”  A  fpontaneous 
burft  of  applaufe  fucceeded  through¬ 
out  the  company,  which  being  fub- 
iided,  Mr  Pitt  faid,  ((  He  thanked 
his  brother  Grocers  for  the  honour 
they  had  done  him,  and  in  return 
drank  their  healths wh:ch  was 
received  with  rapturous  applaufe. 

,  Died.  At  Cork,  Mr. 
2 7  “  O’Brien,  the  celebrated 
Irifh  Giant.  His  body  was  inter¬ 
red,  on  the  31ft  at  the  church  of 
Saint  Emhar ;  the  concourfe  of 
people  who  attended  the  funeral 
was  fo  great  and  fo  clamorous  as 
to  oblige  the  mayor  to  have  the 
attendance  of  feveral  peace  officers. 
Mr.  O’B.  had  a  fmall  property  in 
the  county  of  Kerry,  of  about 
150I.  a  year,  which  had  been 
mortgaged,  and  to  clear  which  he 
exhibited  himfelf  as  a  fhow  for  fome 
years  paft  ;  the  property  was  nearly 
cleared,  and  he  had  determined  to 
retire  to  his  native  place,  after  ex¬ 
hibiting  himfelf  at  Kinfale,  to 
which  place  he  was  about  to  go  at 


at  the  time  he  was  taken  fuddenly1 
ill  at  Corke. 

Wcri'fa'w,  30th.  The  Count  de: 
Lille  (Louis  XV III,)  who  was  toi 
quit  this  city  the  26th  of  thisi: 
month,  did  not  fet  out  until  this! 
day  for  Groduo.  A  bufmefs  which 
would  have  aftonilhed  the  city  of 
Warfaw,  if,  unfortunately,  it  had 
been  carried  into  execution,  had 
delayed  the  departure  of  that 
prince.  He  has  had  complete 
proof  that  fome  individuals  wh© 
now  inhabit  this  city  have  fought 
not  only  his  life,  but  that  of  his 
family  and  fervants.  Mo  lefs  than 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  poifon 
them  all  witharfenic.  The  Count 
de  Lille  has  received  all  the  proofs, 
and  drawn  up  a  proces  < verbal ,  and 
the  whole  has  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  Juffice. 

A  difpute  having  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  the  Vice  Prelident  of  the 
American  Congrefs,  (Colonel 
Burr,)  and  General  Hamilton,  of 
Mew  York,  a  meeting  was  a- 
greed  on,  and  a  duel  fought  on 
the  11th  of  July,  at  Keboken, 
near  KTew  York  ;  the  feconds  were 
P.  P.  Vannefs,  Efq.  and  Judge  Pen¬ 
dleton.  General  Hamilton  was 
fhot  through  the  body  ;  and  having 
been  carried  acrofs  the  Ferry,  to 
the  houfe  of  Col.  Bayard,  he  ex¬ 
pired  there  the  following  day  at 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
difpute  is  faid  to  have  originated 
from  a  difference  in  political  opi¬ 
nion  ;  General  Hamilton,  profef- 
fing  himfelf  inimical  to  the  am¬ 
bition  ol  Bonaparte,  and  Col. 
Burr  efpoufing  the  part  of  Mr.  Li- 
vingftone,  in  his  partiality  to¬ 
wards  the  French  Government.  It 
appears,  that  the  fentiments  of  the 
former  had  more  weight  with  the 
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American  Government,  as  he  him- 
felf  had  received  the  appointment 
of  Minifter  at  Paris,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Livjngftone,  and  was  on 
the  point  of  fetting  out  on  his  em- 
baffy  to  that  capital.  The  above 
occurrence  has  produced  a  deep 
and  wide  fpread  fenfation  through¬ 
out  America.  Ail  ranks  and  claf- 
fes  have  met,  to  adopt  meafures 
mod  proper  to  e^prefs  their  grief, 
and  to  teftify  their  fenfe  of  the  ef- 
teem  and  affedion  in  which  the 
general  was  held.  One  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  fays : — ((  There  was  fome- 
thing  extremely  affecting  in  that 
part  of  the  funeral  ceremony  pre¬ 
vious  to  committing  the  body  to 
the  grave.  Mr.  Morris,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  New  York,  from  a  ftage 
ereded  in  the  portico  of  Trinity 
church,  pronounced  to-the  immenfe 
concourfe  in  front  an  extemporary 
funeral  oration.  Four  of  the  fons 
of  General  Hamilton,  the  eldefl 
about  fixteen,  and  the  youngeit 
about  fix  years  old,  accompanied 
him  ;  and  the  effed  of  his  manly 
oratory,  while,  encircled  by  the 
fons,  he  pronounced  an  encomium 
upon  the  departed  parent,  is  def- 
cribed  as  irrefiftibly  impreffive  up¬ 
on  the  feelings  of  the  forrowing 
multitude  who  liftened  to  it.” 

A  man  of  the  name  of  Samuels, 
ordered  for  execution  at  Botany 
Bay,  for  burglary,  was  thrice  hung 
up,  by  virtue  of  his  fentence,  and 
each  time  the  cord  broke.  On  the 
fourth  attempt  1©  carry  the  law  in¬ 
to  effed,  the  Provoft  ordered  it 
to  be  fufpended,  and  haftened  to 
communicate  to  the  Governor  the 
particulars  of  the  extraordinary 
fcere  he  had  witnefied,  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  a  ref- 
pite  was  granted  to  the  man  who 
had  fo  repeatedly  trembled  on  the 
S 


very  verge  of  eternity,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  whole  life  fo  many 
lignal  events  may  be  aimed  faid  to 
to  have  mifaculoufly-occurred. 

Died.  — At  Hammerfmi  th . 
aged  70,  R.  Macfarlane  efq.  au¬ 
thor  of  the  Hiftcry  of  the  Reign  of 
George  the  third,  and  other  works. 
His  death  was  occalioned  by  the 
bruifes  which  he  received  from  a 
carriage  that  had  run  over  him  du¬ 
ring  the  late  eledion,  and  which 
he  furvived  but  a  fhort  time. 

At  Paris,  in  the  74-th  , 

year  or  his  age,  rran^ois 
Ambroife  Didot,  the  celebrated 
printer.  At  the  age  of  73,  Didot 
read  over  five  times,  and  carefully 
correded  before  it  was  fent  to  the 
prefs,  every  fheet  of  the  flereotype 
edition  of  Montagne,  printed  by 
his  fons.  At  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  he  was  purfuing  his  fa¬ 
tiguing  occupation.  About  eigh¬ 
teen  months  fince,  he  projeded  an 
alphabetical  Index  of  every  fubjed 
treated  upon  in  Montagne’s  Effays. 
He  had  colleded  all  his  materials, 
at  which  he  laboured  unceafingly ; 
and  perhaps  too  find:  an  applicati¬ 
on  to  his  favourite  ftudy  accelerated 
the  death  of  this  eminent  artifl  and 
benevolent  man. 

In  St,  James’s  Market,  aged 
100,  Mr.  Smith,  butcher. 

Aged  102,  Mrs.  Mary 
Bifhop,of  NewportStreet, 
Worcefler. 

Aged  102,  Mr.  Whin- 
cop,  of  Lynn. 


15th. 


l9 


th. 


AUGUST. 


About  five  o’clock  this  , 
afternoon,  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  •° 
Jones,  and  their  child,  about  fif¬ 
teen  months  old,  of  Park  Place, 

Ken- 


32  * 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180*. 


Kenningtdn  lane,  were  coming 
down  the  river  in  a  boat  with  a 
fail,  for  their  amufement,  the  boat 
heaved  fuddenly  to  one  fide,  oppo- 
iite  Somerfet  houfe,  and  the  child 
was  thrown  from  its  mother’s  arms 
into  the  river.  The  father  plung¬ 
ed  into  the  river  to  fave  it,  and, 
after  much  exertion,  handed  it  to 
Mrs.  J.  into  the  boat.  When, 
being  exhauded,  he  funk  and  dif- 
appeared.  Mrs.  Trotter,  wife  of 
Mr  T.  of  the  Navy  Office,  per¬ 
ceived  the  accident  from  her  win¬ 
dow,  and  ordered  that  every  af- 
fiftance  fhould  be  given.  A  medi¬ 
cal  affmant  of  the  Humane  Society, 
attended  immediately,  and  fucceed- 
ed  in  reftoring  the  child  to  fife. 
The  body  of  Mr.  Jones  was  not 
found  till  Wednefday  noon,  the 
Sth,  when  it  was  taken  up  by  two 
watermen  at  London  Bridge, 
through  which  it  was  feen  to  pafs 
by  a  perfon  from  the  balluftrades. 
Mrs.  Jones  is  far  advanced  in  preg¬ 
nancy. 

Intelligence  was  received 
at  the  Eaft  India  Houfe  of  a 
brilliant  aftion  having  taken  place 
between  the  homeward-bound  Chi¬ 
na  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
iCaptain  Dance,  as  fenior  com¬ 
mander,  and  the  French  fquadron 
under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Linois, confiding  of  an  84  gun  fliip, 
three  frigates,  and  a  brig. 

The  poll  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex  was  this  day  clofed  ;  but  the 
official  declaration  of  the  numbers 
was  adjourned  till  the  following 
day,  that  due  conflderation  might 
be  had  offeveral  votes  which  hav¬ 
ing  been  objeded  to  on  one  fldeor 
the-  other,  had  been  poflponed  for 
further  conflderation. 

One  of  the  late  French  papers 
gives  the  following  accurate  picture 


of  theprefent  date  of  England  * 
<(  pound  of  bread  cods,  in  London, 
$d  ;  a  pound  of  meat  2s.  and  2s. 
and6d;  and  the  word  wine  fells  as 
high  as  1  js.  a  bottle*  Their  dreets 
and  high  roads  are  thronged  with 
mod  numerous,  ragged,  and  ftarved 
beggars ;  fo  much  fo,  that  the 
King  has  not  dared  to  hang  a  high¬ 
wayman,  or  the  magidrates  to  (hut 
up  a  beggar,  for  thefe  lad  twelve 
months.  General  illuminations 
took  place  when  Bonaparte  was 
proclaimed  Emperor.  In  every 
houfe  in  England  his  portrait  is 
found  ;  and  in  Ireland  the  peafants 
and  mechanics  have  mounted  na¬ 
tional  cockades  in  expe&ation  of 
their  deliverer.  Both  in  the  dreets 
of  London  and  Dublin,  ballads  ar« 
fung  in  his  honour  ;  and  the  people 
call  for  him  as  forafaviour,  and  fay. 
that  if  he  landed  alone,  and  it  was 
known,  in  a  week  he  would  have 
an  army  of  a  million  of  Britons. 
Such  is  the  fituation  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  that  when  lately  an 
Englifh  frigate  captured  one  of  our 
coading  (hips,  which  had  on  board 
20,000  dollars,  a  B.mk  Director 
went  exprefs  to  Portfmouth  to  bor¬ 
row  that  money,  at  the  immenfe 
intereftofyf  per  cent,  in  the  month 
When  this  tranfa&ion  was  known, 
the  people  rofe  in  a  mafs  in  South¬ 
ampton,  through  which  province 
it  was  to  pafs,  and,  to  prevent  its 
being  plundered  by  the  darving 
inhabitants,  5000  dragoons  were 
neceflary  toefcortit  to  the  capital, 
which  they  effe&ed ;  though  not 
without  cutting  down  feveral  hun¬ 
dred  of  their  countrymen,  who 
attempted  to  feize  this  enormous 
treafure.” 

After  long  confultation, 
and  hearing  counfel  on  both 
fides,  the  Sheriff  declared  Mr. 
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Mainwaring  to  be  duly  elefted. 
The  numbers  on  each  day's  poll 
were  as  follows  : 


Mainw 

ARIN 

BttRDETT, 

ift 

day 

528 

61 1 

2nd 

day 

399 

361 

3rd 

day 

3 1 1 

265 

4.th 

day 

257 

187 

5th 

day 

*93 

192 

6th 

day 

1 52 

102 

7  th 

day 

146 

204 

8th 

day 

108 

108 

9th 

day 

IC9 

93 

10th 

day 

106 

99 

1  ith 

day 

98 

55 

19th 

day 

70 

72 

13th 

day 

109 

150 

14th 

day 

136 

*37 

15th 

day 

106 

187 

2828 

2823 

Majority  in  favour  of  Mr.  Main- 


waring,  5, 


,  A  moft  alarming  riot 
*  took  place  among  the  la¬ 
bourers  at  Poplar,  who  were  prin¬ 
cipally  Irifhmen,  The  difpute 
originated,  in  which  was  the  bell 
province,  and  produced  the  beft 
men.  Connaught  or  Munfter. 
From  words  they  proceeded  to 
blows  ;  and,  there  being  feveral 
hundreds  of  them  armed  with  blud¬ 
geons,  it  became  a  meafureof  fafe- 
ty  to  call  in  the  civil  power,  who 
took  two  of  the  principal  rioters 
intocuftody,  and  the  reft  difperfed. 
When  brought  before  the  Magif- 
trates,  they  exprefled  much  con¬ 
trition  for  the  error  they  had  been 
led  into,  and  made  promifes  of 
future  good  conduct  ;  upon  which, 
the  Magiftrate,  after  giving  them 
fome  proper  admonitions,  dif- 
charged  them. 

As  Mr.  Sadler,  an  Attorney, 
from  London ;  on  his  paflage  to 

Vok.XLVI.  ®r  Vol.IV.New 


Margate  in  the  packet  Boat.* 
Though  repeatedly  reminded  of 
the  dangerous  fituation  he  had 
placed  himfelf  in,  he  perfevered 
in  Handing  before  the  main-maft. 
A  friend  who  accompanied  him 
had  juft  fpoken  to  him,  and  he  re¬ 
plied,  “  Never  fear,  I  will  take 
care  of  myfelf and  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  the  jib  changed  its  dire&ion, 
and  fwept  him  into  the  fe a.  The 
waves  ran  fo  high,  that  though  the 
boat  wasjnftantly  launched  by  the 
Tailors,  and  every  exertion  made, 
no  perfon  could  venture  into  it, 
as  it  drove  againft  the  veflel  in 
fuch  a  defperate  manner  as  obliged 
them  to  let  it  go,  and  it  was  in- 
ftantly  dafhed  to  pieces.  Mr.  $.* 
fell  upon  his  back,  and  floated  for 
fome  time.  It  is  fuppofed  he  was 
ftpnned  by  the  blow  he  received 
from  the  jib;  but  as  foon  as  he  re¬ 
covered,  and  began  to  make  an 
exertion,  he  funk  and  was  feen  no 
more.  Not  the  leaft  fault  attaches 
but  to  the  unfortunate  gentleman, 
who  would  not  be  advifed  by  thofe 
who  faw  his  danger.  His  body 
was  picked  upon  the  15th  by  a 
Whitftable  drudger,  and  taken  to 
Whitftable. 

The  Committee  of  the  , 
patrioticFundheld  a  meet- 
ing  at  the  Merchant  Seamen's  office, 
over  the  Royal  Exchange;  when 
it  was  refolved  that  a  fword  and  a 
vale,  each  of  ioqI,  value,  with 
an  appropriate  infer  prion,  fl  ould 
be  given  to  Captain  Dance,  who 
a&ed  as  Commodor  to  the  fleet  of 
fhips  arrived  from  China.  A  fword 
and  a  vafe  of  the  fame  value  were 
alfo  voted  to  Capt.  Timins,  of  the 
Royal  George  ;  and  a  fword  of  the 
value  of  50I.  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  each  ot  the  other  Captains 
of  the  Indian  fleet  that  beat 
Series.  *D  Admiral 
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Admiral  Linois’  fquadron.  A 
fvvord  of  50I.  value  was  alfo  voted 
to  Lieutenant  Fowler,  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  for  his  fervices ;  and  a  let¬ 
ter  was  written  to  Captain  Timins, 
to  obtain  the  name  and  an  account 
of  the  family  of  the  feaman  who 
was  killed  and  the  feaman  who  was 
wounded  on  board  his  flip. 

,  The  Directors  of  the  Eaft 
*  India  Company,  with  a  moil 
liberal  gratitude  for  the  noble  fer- 
vice  performed  by  the  Chinefe  fleet, 
Toted  to  the  commanders,  officers, 
and  Teamen,  the  following  fums, 
for  their  gallant  conduct  in  beating 
©fF  the  French  fquadron  under  Ad¬ 
miral  Linois,  in  the  Chinefe  leas: — 

Captain  Dance,  2000  guineas, 
and  a  piece  of  plate  value  200  gui¬ 
neas ;  Captain  Timins,  1000  gui¬ 
neas,  and  a  piece  of  plate  value  100 
guineas ;  Captain  Moffatt,  500 
guineas,  and  a  piece  of  plate  value 
100  guineas. 

To  Captains  H.  Wilfon,  Far- 
ijuharfon,  Torin,  Clarke,  Meriton, 
Wordfworth,  Kirkpatrick,  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Farrer,  Pendergrafs,  Brown, 
Larkins,  and  Lockner,  500  gui¬ 
neas,  and  a  piece  of  plate  value  50 
guineas,  to  each. 

To  chief  officers,  150  guineas; 
to  2d  ditto,  125  guineas;  to  3d 
and  4th  ditto,  80  guineas  each  ; 
and  to  3th  and  6th,  50  guineas  each. 

Purfers  and  furgeons,  80  gui¬ 
neas  each. 

Mates,  boatfwains,  gunners,  and 
carpenters,  50  guineas  each. 

Midfhipmen,  30 ;  other  petty 
officers,  15  guineas  each. 

Seamen,  ordinary  feamen,  and 
fervants,  fix  guineas  each. 

To  Lieutenant  Fowler,  paflenger 
in  the  Camden,  for  the  fervices 
rendered  Captain  Dance,  300  gui¬ 
neas  for  a  piece  of  plate. 


The  whole  will  amount  to  nearly 
50,000k 

The  value  of  the  fleet  which 
they  preferved,  we  learn,  on  an 
eftimate  made  by  the  fupercargoes, 
including  the  private  as  well  as  the 
public  inveftments,  appeared  to  be 
above  8,oco,oool.  fterling. 

Captain  de  Courcy,  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fhip  Plantagenet,  who  con¬ 
voyed  from  St.  Helena  the  China 
fleet,  has  been  prefented,  by  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  with  the  fum  of  500 
guineas,  for  the  purchafe  of  a  piece 
of  plate. 

A  Coroner’s  Inqueft  was  held 
at  the  flgq,  of  the  Hoop  and  Grapes 
public-houfe,  adjoining  Queen- 
fquare,  Weftminfter,  on  the  body 
of  Mifs  Mary  Champante.  From 
the  depofitions  given,  it  appeared, 
that  the  deceafed  came  in  a  coach 
to  Buckingham-gate  about  half  paft 
twelve  o’clock  on  Monday ;  the 
rain  at  that  time  fell  in  torrents. 
Upon  paying  the  coachman,  he 
remonftrated  with  her  upon  quit¬ 
ting  the  coach  in  fuch  a  heavy 
fhower.  She  replied,  that  fhe 
fhould  foon  be  wet  enough ;  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  Park, 
where,  getting  over  the  high  rail¬ 
ing,  fhe  precipitated  herfelf  into 
the  canal.  Several  perfons  fooa 
after  repaired  to  the  fpot,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fave  her.  She  was 
taken  out,  and  carried  to  the  above 
public-houfe,  but  life  had  irreco¬ 
verably  fled. 

Mr.  Whitrow,  a  partner  of  the 
deceafed’s  father,  “  Champante 
and  Whitrow,”  wholefale  ftation- 
ers,  in  Jewry-ftreet,  Aldgate, 
Laid,  that  the  father  of  the  deceafed 
could  not  attend,  his  feelings  hav¬ 
ing  been  fo  affefted.  The  deceafed 
was  Mr.  Champante ’s  fecond 
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daughter,  and  in  the  21ft  year  of 
her  age.  On  Monday  morning 
laft  fhe  returned  from  Chelfea  by 
the  ftage.  She  was  there  on  a  vi- 
fit.  She  ran,  on  her  return,  to 
her  father,  who  fat  writing  at  his 
defk,  to  communicate  fome  trifling 
affair  to  him.  He,  being  bufy 
fettling  fome  accompts,  defired  her, 

.  rather  haftily,  to  withdraw  ;  which 
check  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  her, 
that  fhe  ran  out  of  the  houfe,  hav- 
ing  told  the  fervant-maid  that  fire 
would  deifroy  herfelf!  She  went 
out  when  it  rained  very  heavy. 
The  maid  imagined  fhe  went  to 
Mr.  Whitrow’s  houfe,  which  was 
juft  oppofite  ;  inftead  of  which,  fhe 
turned  round  George-ftreef,  into 
the  Minories,  where  fhe  took  a 
coach,  and  drove  as  above  ftated. 
The  coroner  returned  a  verdiff, 
that  the  young  lady  was  (<  De¬ 
ranged  in  her  mind ,  and ,  in  a  fit  of 
infanity ,  drowned  herfelf which 
verdidt  was  figned  by  the  jury. 
Mifs  Champante  is  defended  as  of 
an  admirable  form,  tall  in  ftature, 
her  Ikin  of  the  pureft  white,  her 
cheeks  of  a  lovely  vermillion  hue, 
her  hair  auburn  ;  in  fhort,  as  pof- 
feffing  all  the  mod  attractive  charms 
of  her  fex.  She  wore  a  white 
muffin  gown,  chip  hat,  with  a  pink 
handkerchief  over  it,  a  red  coral 
necklace,  with  gold  locket,  and 
pink  coloured  filk  hofe,  marked 
M.  C. 

2  - tk  Y ork  Rac *s. — Mrs.  Thorn- 

'  ton  againft  Mr.  Flint,  500 
gs,  each,  p.  p.  1000  gs.  bye — - 
four  miles.  Never  did  we  witnefs 
fuch  an  affemblage  of  people  as 
were  drawn  together  on  the  above 
occafion  ;  100,000  at  leaft;  nearly 
ten  times  the  number  appeared  on 
Knavefmire  than  did  on  the  day 
when  Bay  Malton  ran,  or  when 


Eclipfe  went  over  the  courfe,  leav¬ 
ing  the  two  beft  horfes  of  the  day 
a  mile  and  a  half  behind.  Indeed 
expectation  was  raifed  to  the  high- 
eft  pitch,  from  the  novelty  of  "the 
match. 

About  four  o’clock  Mrs.  Thorn¬ 
ton  appeared  o'n  the  ground,  full 
of  fpirits,  her  horfe  led  by  Colonel 
Thornton,  and  followed  by  Mr* 
Baicer  and  Mr.  H.  Boynton  :  «— 
afterwards  appeared  Mr.  Flint* 
They  ftarted  a  little  paft  four 
o’clock.  The  lady  took  the  lead 
for.  upwards  of  three  miles,  in  a 
moft  capital  ftyle.  Her  horfe, 
however,  had  much  the  fhorter 
ftroke  of  the  two  :  when  -within  a 
mile  of  being  home,  Mr,  Flint 
pufhed  forward,  and  got  the  lead, 
which  he  kept.  Mrs.  T.  ufed 
every  exertion  ;  but  finding  it  im- 
poffible  to  win  the  race,  out  of 
humanity  to  her  horfe,  fhe  drew 
up,  in  a  fpo  rtf  manlike  ftyle,  when 
within  about  two  diftances. 

Fhe  race  was  run  in  9  minutes 
and  59  feconds. 

Died, — 9th.  Found  dead  in  his 
bed  at  Loweftofte,  of  which  he  was 
vicar,  aged  83,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Po  tier,  of  Emanuel  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  B.  A.  1741  ;  M.  A.  1784, 
and  prebendary  of  Norwich.  His 
firft  preferment  was  the  vicarage 
of  Seaming,  Norfolk.  As  a  claf- 
fic  fcholar  he  was  a  character  of 
the  higheft  diftin&ion.  The  lite¬ 
rary  world  is  highly  indebted  to 
him  for  excellent  poetical  verfions 
of  the  three  Greek  tragedians. 
In  i774»  published  a  volume  of 
poems,  moft  of  which  had  before 
appeared  feparately.  Many  of 
them  are  very  pretty  c  unpofttions, 
particularly  a  beautiful  farewell 
hymn  to  the  country,  in  imitation 
of  Spencer,  Thr?c  \  ears  w 
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wards,  his  tranflation  of  ATchylus 
made  its  appearance  in  a  quarto 
volume,  and  has  fince  been  re¬ 
printed  with  the  addition  ©f  notes, 
in  two  volumes,  8vo.  Of  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  this  tranflation,  it  is 
fcarcely  poflible  to  fay  too  much ; 
many  of  the  pans  are  fo  exquifitely 
beautiful  as  to  leave  us  in  doubt, 
whether  any  poet  could  have  ac- 
complifhed  the  talk  with  greater 
fuccefs.  In  1781,  he  publifhed 
his  tranflation  of  Euripides  in 
quarto;  and  in  1788,  that  of  So¬ 
phocles,  in  the  fame  fize.  Thefe 
laft  productions  are,  upon  the  whole, 
inferior  to  his  firft,  yet  they  are 
both  excellent  performances,  and 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  Mr.  Woodhull.  Befides  thefe 
very  laborious  works,  Mr.  Potter 
publifhed  in  quarto,  in  1783,  “  An 
Enquiry  intofome  Pafiages  of  Dr. 
Johnfon's  Lives  of  the  Poets  ;**  in 
1785,  in  quarto,  “  A  Tranflation 
of  the  Oracle  concerning  Babylon, 
and  the  Song  of  Exultation  from 
Ifaiah,”  chap,  xiii  and  xiv  ;  and 
in  1802,  “  A  Sermon  on  the 
Thankfgiving  for  the  Peace.’ ' 
By  his  death  the  republic  of  letters 
has  loft  one  of  its  feeft  and  moft 
unafluming  ornaments.  His  man¬ 
ners  were  fimple,  and  his  life  ex¬ 
emplary.  He  was  a  fcholar  of  the 
Old  School,  and  nothing  tempted 
him  to  relinquifh  divine  and  polite 
literature.  His  works  are  not  nu¬ 
merous,  but  they  are  valuable, 
and  will  find  their  way  to  pofte- 
rity.  The  only  temporary  effufion 
of  his  pen,  was  a  pamphlet  in  de¬ 
fence  of  his  brother  poet  Mafon, 
stgainft  the  criticifms  of  Johnfon. 
A  great  portion  of  his  life  was 
dedicated  to  the  tranflating  of  the 


three  Greek  tragic  poets,  to  who&i 
he  is  the  firft  who  has  done  ample 
juftice  in  our  language.  He  had 
the  peculiar  felicity  of  transfufing 
their  loftinefs,  and  preferving  their 
fimplicity,  without  running  into 
bombaft,  or  defcending  into  fer- 
vility.  His  tranflations  are  juftly 
admired  by  thofe  who  are  well 
verfed  in  the  originals,  of  the 
charms  of  which  they  convey  the 
moft  gratifying  idea  to  the  Englifh 
reader.  It  was  not  till  he  had 
completed  his  laft  tranflation,  that 
of  Sophocles,  that  Mr.  Potter  ob¬ 
tained  any  preferment  in  the  church 
higher  than  that  of  vicar  of  Lowe- 
ftoffe.  He  had  been  a  fchool-fel- 
low  of  Lord  Thurlow,  and  had 
conftantly  fent  his  publications  to 
that  great  man  without  ever  foli- 
citing  a  favour  from  him.  On 
receiving  a  copy  of  the  Sophocles, 
however,  his  Lordfhip  wrote  a 
ftrort  note  to  Mr.  Potter,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  receipt  of  his  books 
fruin  time  to  time,  and  the  plea- 
fure  they  had  afforded  him,  and 
requefting  Mr.  Potter’s  acceptance 
of  a  prebendal  ftall  in  the  cathedral 
of  Norwich,  which,  with  his  vi¬ 
carage,  rendered  him  comfortable 
during  the  remainder  of  a  life  ho¬ 
nourably  devoted  to  thofe  purfuits 
which  beft  become  a  profound 
fcholar  and  a  true  Chriftian. 

At  Titley,  in  Herefordfhire, 
aged  10 1,  Mary  Prcece.  Her 
hufband  died  about  a  year  ago, 
aged  90 ;  they  had  been  married 
66  years,  and  both  retained  the 
ufe  of  their  faculties  till  the  laft. 

28th.  At  Dover  in  America, 
aged  120,  a  black  man  named 
Pompey* 
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k  This  morning  about  two 
'  o’clock,  a  young  lady  of 
great  perfonal  accomplifhments, 
and  daughter  of  a  refpedlable  mer¬ 
chant  in  the  city  of  London,  in  a 
fit  of  defpair,  threw  herfelf  out  of 
a  two  pair  of  flairs  window  at  her 
father’s  houfe,  and  was  literally 
dafhed  to  pieces,.  On  the  fatal 
news  being  communicated  to  her 
family,  her  mother,  with  whom 
fhe  had  ever  been  a  favourite,  in- 
flantly  fnatched  up  a  knife  which 
lay  near  her,  and  horrid  to  relate, 
llabbed  herfelf  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  her  life  is  defpaired  of,  and 
the  unfortunate  father  lays  under 
the  influence  of  mental  derange, 
ment. 

The  heat  of  this  afternoon  was 
exceflive.  The  thermometer,  in 
the  fhade,  flood  as  high  as  So  de¬ 
grees  of  Fahrenheit’s  fcale,  and  the 
llreets  were  nearly  as  clear  of  pe~ 
.deflrians  as  at  12  the  preceding 
night. 

Mr.  Greathead,  the  inventor 
of  the  life  boat,  has  been  prefented 
with  a  gold  chain  and  medal  by 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  confequence 
of  the  valuable  difcovcry. 

.  At  Burlington,  a  perfon 
I^tl*  of  the  name  of  Crofbie,  an 
inhabitant  of  Grayflock  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  went  amongfl  many  others 
to  an  entertainment  given  by  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  where 
he  ate  and  drank  fo  immoderately, 
that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  fuf- 
tain  it  ;  and,  after  lingering  for 
fometime,  notwithstanding  every 
medical  afliflance,  was  at  laft  re¬ 
lieved  from  his  excruciating  ago¬ 
nies  by  the  friendly  interpolation 
©f  death ! 

Nothing,  according  to  the  Paris 
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journals,  has  ever  equalled  the 
preparations  for  the  approaching 
coronation.  It  is  RfTerted  that  up¬ 
wards  of  3,000,000  Ilrangers  will 
be  prefent  on  rhat  occafion,  of 
whom  200,000  are  foreigners. 
Apartments,  it  is  added,  have  al¬ 
ready  be  n  engaged  for  2,000,00© 
of  vifitcrs,  amongfl  whom  are  rer 
ported  to  be  two  kings,  and  ten 
inferior  fovereign  princes.  A  jew¬ 
el  ler  on  the  quay  d’Defevre  has 
mortgaged  all  his  landed  property 
to  purchafe  diamonds,  to  the 
amount  of  1,200,000  livres 
(50,000!.);  and  1200  new  car¬ 
riages  have  been  finifhed  by  the 
coachmakers  on  the  Boulevards 
alone,  while  double  that  number 
have  been  ordered  from  Simons, 
of  BruffeK.  There  have  been 
2300  petitions  prefented  to  the 
Piefefl  of  Police,  for  leave  to  open 
new  coffee  houfes ;  and  eighteen 
new  theatres  have  already  been  li- 
cenfed  for  the  time  of  the  carnival. 
Out  of  feveral  hundred  petitions 
to  open  gaming  houfes,  forty-four 
have  been  granted  ;  and  ladies  of 
a  certain  defeription  have  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  receive  reinforcements  of 
feveral  thoufands  from  the  coun¬ 
try  !! !  In  fhort,  <vrve  la  joie  is  to 
be  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and  thus 
are  the  French  people  to  be  re¬ 
warded  for  their  fufFerings  during 
a  revolution  of  fixteen  years. 

The  French  papers  flate  that  Sir 
James  Crawford,  who  had  leave  to 
drink  the  waters  of  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  for  two  months,  having  broke 
his  parole,  that  privilege  has  been 
taken  from  all  Britifh  prifoners. 
Their  confinement  at  Verdun  is 
confequently  much  more  llrift  than 
it  ufed  to  be  :  they  are  very  nar» 
rowly  watched,  and  a  gens  d’armes 
is  placed  in  the  apartments  of  feme 
D  3  of 
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cf  them  who  are  of  the  greateft 
rank.  Sir  James  Crawford  has 
publicly  difavowed  having  by  his 
return  to  England,  forfeited  his 
honour.  He  obferves,  that,  Ci  when 
he  quitted  France ,  he  was  hound  by 
no  tie  whatever  to  remain  there d* 
He  had  remained,  till  a  confider- 
able  office,  referved  a  twelvemonth 
for  his  acceptance,  was  given  away 
to  another  ;  and  till  the  life  of  his 
lady  was  endangered  by  her  af~ 
flidiion. 

The  department  of  Mont  Blanc 
has  been  laid  waive  by  inceffant 
rains  for  three  months,  which  have 
Entirely  ruined  the  corn  and  vine 
harvefts.  Houfes  have  been  car¬ 
ried  away,  and  many  thoufand 
head  of  cattle,  with  upwards  of 
soo  perfons,  have  periihed.  Since 
the  falling  of  the  water,  immenfe 
hordes  of  wolves  have  been  allured 
by  the  fmell  of  the  carcafes,  and 
have  often  fallen  upon  the  living 
inhabitants.  The  lad  dilly  from 
Paris,  containing  eight  infide  and 
ten  outfide  paifengers,  drawn  by 
eight  horfes,  was  fur  rounded  by 
upwards  of  fifty  of  thefe  animals, 
who  killed  two  horfes  and  one  of 
the  poftillions ;  the  diligences  are 
confequently  obliged  to  be  efcorted 
by  troops. 

^  A  ftriking  inftan.ce  of  re- 
1 '  ‘  morfe  of  conference,  which 
exemplifies  the  avenging  hand  of 
God  againft  murder,  has  juft  added 
to  the  many  fimilar  impreffive  lef- 
fons,  in  the  voluntary  Surrender  of 
a  woman,  who,  this  day,  appeared 
before  a  magiftrate  of  the  hundred 
of  Longtree,  in  Gloucefterfhlre, 
and  confeffed,  that  eight  years  ago 
fhe  had  murdered  her  baftard  in¬ 
fant,  by  cutting  its  throat,  and 
throwing  it  into  a  brook ;  and 
declared,  that  fu ch  was  the  into¬ 


lerable  mifery  of  her  mind  till  fhe 
had  divulged  the  dreadful  fecret, 
that  (he  was  inevitably  compelled 
to  confign  herfelf  over  to  the  mi¬ 
ni  ft  rat  ion  of  the  law,  to  anfwer 
for  the  horrid  deed  which  embit¬ 
tered  every  moment  of  her  exift- 
ence.  She  was  committed  to  pri- 
fon,  and  remanded  for  another 
hearing,  till  after  inquiry  fhould 
have  been  made  into  the  fad  event. 

At  Gatefhead  a  young  wo-  ^ 
man  died  in  confequence  of  -  * 

taking  poifon.  She  had  always 
declined  giving  any  account  of 
herfelf ;  but  it  appears  fne  was  fe- 
duced  from  her  parents,  who  re- 
ftde  at  Grantham,  by  a  perfori  be¬ 
longing  to  one  of  the  ftage  coaches 
travelling  fouth,  who  kept  her  at 
Gatefhead.  Coroner’s  ve rdi;<ft — - 
Lunacy. 

Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Spanifli 
flock,  under  the  direction  of  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks,  was  lately  difpofed 
of  by  public  fale  at  Richmond. 
At  an  early  hour,  a  great  number 
of  gentlemen  and  breeders  affem- 
bled  at  the  pens  of  fheep  intended, 
for  fale.  The  audHoneer  opened 
the  bufinefs  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  dat¬ 
ing  that  his  Majefty  had  been  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  permit  the  rams 
and  ewes  to  be  difpofed  of  in  this 
manner,  after  the  examples  of  the 
auctions  a  t  Woburn  and  Hoik  ham, 
on  the  prefumption  of  its  being  the 
moft  probable  method  of  placing 
the  beft  individuals  of  the  im¬ 
proved  breeds  in  the  hands  of  per¬ 
fons  moft  likely  to  prefer  ve  and 
Hill  farther  to  improve  them.  The 
find  24  lots  conlifted  each  of  a  An¬ 
gle  (heading  ram.  The  firft  lot 
was  knocked  down  to  Captain  Alac 
Arthur,  at  150I.  and  the  laft  lot, 
to  Mr.  Freeman,  ofFawley,  near 
Henley,  at  42  guineas.  The  in¬ 
termediate 
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tcrmediate  lots  fetched  from  fix  to 
twenty-feven  guineas.  The  next 
twenty-one  lots  confifted  of  21 
rams  and  ewes,  which  fetched  con- 
fiderable  prices.  The  fale  ended 
about  a  quarter  paft  four  o’clock, 
when  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  hated,  that 
the  prices  at  which  the  fheep  had 
been  fold  exceeded  his  Majefty’s 
and  his  own  expectations  and  withes 
on  the  fubjeCf,  He  added,  that 
from  the  eagernefs  exhibited  that 
day  in  bidding,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  his  Majetty’s  intention  of 
placing  the  fheep  in  thofe  gentle¬ 
men’s  hands,  who  would  appreciate 
their  value,  and  attend  to  the  in- 
creafing  the  breed,  would  be  fully 
anfwered.  The  purchafers  were 
alfo  informed,  that  the  fheep  might 
remain  three  days,  or  longer,  in 
his  Ma jelly’s  paflure,  if  it  fuited 
their  convenience :  but  fuch  was 
the  eagernefs  of  the  buyers  to  bear 
off  their  lots,  that  feveral  carts 
appeared  immediately  in  the  field 
for  that  purpofe  ;  and  one  gentle¬ 
man  took  away  the  fheep  which 
he  had  purchafed  in  his  chaife. 
This  fhew  and  fale  of  fheep  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  annual,  and  next  year 
a  larger  number  of  ewes  will  be 
offered  for  fale,  his  Majefty’s  flock 
having  now  arrived  at  the  number 
intended  to  be  kept. 

Yorkjbire . — -Six  or  feven  weeks 
ago,  a  woman  went  to  Bridlington, 
and  fold  a  lovely  boy,  with  a  de¬ 
licate,  foft,  fair,  fkin,  to  a  chim¬ 
ney- fvveeper  for  eight  guineas :  the 
child,  it  is  thought,  cannot  be 
more  than  four  years  old,  and  had 
been  taken  up  a  chimney  by  an 
elder  boy,  and  left  there.  As 
might  be  expected,  he  fell  down, 
and  bruifed  his  legs  terribly  againft 
the  urate.  His  air  and  manner 

O. 

were  fo  different  from  the  fituation 


*  39 

he  was  in,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Bridlington  were  in  an  uproar 
about  it;  the  lower  kind  of  people 
faid  it  was  a  fhame  to  keep  fuch  a 
child  to  fo  mean  an  employment ; 
and,  poor  as  they  were,  he  fliould 
be  welcome  to  fhare  with  their 
own  children.  The  Mifs  Strick¬ 
lands,  of  Boynton,  hearing  of  the 
child,  went  over,  and  were  fo 
much  interefted  with  him,  and  fo 
perfuaded  that  he  had  been  ftolen, 
that,  as  the  chimney-fweeper  was 
glad  to  part  with  him,  they  took 
him  home  with  them  ;  and  he  is 
with  them  ft  ill.  Soon  after  he  got 
to  Boynton  (Sir  George  Strick¬ 
land’s  feat),  a  plate,  with  fome- 
thing  to  eat,  was  brought  him ; 
he  was  quite  delighted  when  he 
faw  the  ftlver  fork,  and  faid,  Papa 
had  fuch  forks  as  thofe ;  the  car¬ 
pet  too  in  the  drawing-room  he 
faid  was  like  papa’s.  The  houfe- 
keeper  fhewed  him  a  ftlver  watch  ; 
he  afked  what  fort  it  was, — Pa¬ 
pa’s  was  a  gold  watch  ;  he  then 
preffed  the  handle,  and  faid, 
((  Papa’s  watch  rings ;  why  does 
not  your’s  ?”  Sir  George,  on  be¬ 
ing  told  of  this,  fhewed  him  his 
gold  repeater ;  the  child  preffed 
the  fpring,  and  when  it  (truck, 
jumped  about  the  room,  faying. 
Papa’s  watch  rings  fo.”  At 
night,  when  he  was  going  to  bed, 
he  faid  he  could  not  go  to  bed  till 
he  had  faid  his  prayers  ;  he  then 
repeated  the  Lord’s  Prayer  almofl 
perfc&Jy.  The  account  he  gives 
of  himfelf  is,  that  he  was  gather¬ 
ing  flowers  in  his  mama’s  garden, 
and  the  woman  who  fold  him  came 
in,  and  afked  him  if  he  liked  rid¬ 
ing  ?  He  faid,  “  Yes!”  and  fha 
told  him  he  fhould  ride  with  her, 
and  fet  him  on  a  horfe ;  after 
which  they  got  into  a  veffel,  and 
*  E>  4  the 
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the  fails  were  put  up,  and  “  away 
wc  went He  has  no  recollection 
of  his  name,  or  where  he  lived; 
but  it  feems  to  have  been  in  the 
country.  fie  ftarted  whenever  he 
heard  a  fervant  of  Sir  George’s 
called  George ,  and  looked  as  if  he 
expeCted  to  fee  fomebody  he  knew  : 
on  enquiry,  he  faid  he  had  an  un¬ 
cle  George  whom  he  loyed  dearly. 
Sir  George  has  had  the  child  ad- 
vertifed ;  but  it  is  fuppofed  that 
his  friends  may  have  concluded  he 
was  drowned. 

The  ancient  village  of  Reculver, 
In  Kent,  (the  Regulbium  of  tlge 
Romans,)  has  received  ferious  in¬ 
jury  from  the  high  tides  of  the 
nutumnal  equinox.  The  wind 
blowing  Itrong  from  the  north- 
weft,  and  the  tide  being  at  the 
full,  the  cliff,  on  which  were  two 
houfes,  gave  way,  and  with  the 
houfes,  was  precipitated  in  ruins 
on  the  beach,  carrying  with  it  the 
exterior  walls  of  three  adjoining 
houfes.  One  of  them  was  an  an¬ 
cient  building  oppofite  to  the  pub- 
lic-houfe,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  regains  of  a  mo. 
paftic  edifice.  Part  of  the  church¬ 
yard  has  been  wafhed  away. 

Vipers  have  been  unufually  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  corn-fields  of  Suftex 
during  the  prefent  harveft.  A  few 
days  fince,  a  young  woman  re¬ 
ceived  a  bite  on  the  ancle  Horn  one 

•  's, 

of  thofe  reptiles,  while  labouring 
in  a  barley-field,  at  Beeding ;  and, 
notwithftanding  furgical  aftiftance 
was  obtained  foon  after  the  acci¬ 
dent,  (be  died  on  the  fecond  day. 

Some  days  ago,  Mr.  Thomas 
Allen,  of  Eddentine,  in  the  parifh 
of  Colwall,  Herefordfhire,  who 
had  thrown  together  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  furze  and  fern  in  the  corner 
?{  a  field,  to  rQt  for  manure,  dur¬ 
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ing  the  late  warm  weather,  killed 
fifteen  or  fixteen  old  fnakes  near 
the  fpot ;  this  circumftance  led 
him  to  fiifped  that  there  were 
many  more  fheltered  in  the  mix¬ 
ture,  which  induced  him  to  remove 
it ;  when,  to  his  great  aflonifh- 
ment,  he  difcovered  a  number  of 
young  ones,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  eggs,  and,  by  a  vigilant  ex¬ 
ertion,  killed  150  young  fnakes! 

Notices  have  been  given, 
that  applications  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  made  to  Parliament,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  Bills  for  making 
a  road  under  the  river  Thames, 
f^om  the  parifh  ef  St.  Mary,  R.o- 
therhitfie,  to  the  parifh  of  St. 
Dunftan’s,  Stepney,  &c.  and  for 
fupplying  with  Thames  water  Cam¬ 
berwell,  Bermondfey,  Rotherhithe, 
Deptford,  Lambeth,  Newington, 
Walworth,  Kennington,  Stock- 
well,  Clapham*  Peckham,  and 
Dulwich. 

Died.-— -2d.  At  Ingateftone, 
Eftex,  Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  Efq. 
F.  R.  A.  SS.  and  formerly  M.  P. 
He  was  the  only  fon  of  Timothy 
Brand,  Efq.  who  died  in  1734, 
aged  51,  of  the  Hyde  in  Ingate¬ 
ftone,  where  he  built  a  very  good 
houfe,  and  was  fheriff  of  Eftex  in 
1721,  by  Sarah  daughter  of  Tho^ 
mas  Mitchell,  Efq.  of  Rickling  ^ 
by  whom  he  had  alfo  two  daugh¬ 
ters  :  one  married  1744,  to  Richard 
Grindall,  Efq.  furgeon,  feparatecj 
from  him,  and  died  of  the  fmall- 
pox  1781.  Mr.  Brand  made  the 
Tour  of  Europe  with  the  well- 
known  Mr.  Hollis,  who  died  in 
1774,  and  left  him  his  fortune  and 
his  name.  Their  taftes  were  con¬ 
genial,  but  not  their  principles ; 
for  whereas  Mr.  H.  would  hardly 
have  accepted  of  a  feat  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  his  friend  applied  bis  for¬ 
tune. 
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time  to  acquire  a  feat  for  Hindon, 
and  was  convifted  of  bribery,  and 
confined  in  the  King's  Bench  fe- 
veral  years.  Early  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  Lord  North,  and 
conjointly  with  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  he  was  inftitutor  of  the 
Conftitijtional  Society,  of  great 
celebrity  iq  thofe  days,  He  has 
left  his  eftates  in  Dorfet  and  Effex 
to  his  friend  Dr.  Difney.  Mr. 
Brand  Hollis’s  lifter  kept  his  houfe, 
and  he  has  left  her  6ool.  a  year 
for  life.  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis, 
having  quarrelled  with  his  coufm 
Timothy,  made  a  will  in  Mr, 
Brand’s  favour ;  and  when  Mr. 
Harrifon,  the  folicitor  of  the  Mil¬ 
lion  Bank,  who  drew  it  up,  went, 
at  a  late  hour,  to  inform  Mr.  B, 
of  his  good  fortune,  he  was  long 
in  gaining  admittance,  and  when, 
after  frequent  knocking,  he  had 
gained  it,  was  met  by  the  matter 
of  the  houfe  and  his  fervants  armed 
forrettftance  as  againft  houfe-break- 
ers.  Mr.  B’s  library  and  collec¬ 
tion  of  antiques  are  left  to  the 
Britifh  Mufeum  or  Antiquary  So¬ 
ciety. 

At  Philadelphia,  at  the  houfe 
of  Samuel  Wheeler,  Efq.  in  the 
100th  year  of  her  age,  Ruth  Wood, 
a  native  of  that  place. 
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_  This  afternoon,  about  four 
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*  o’clock,  a  man,  in  an  out¬ 
rageous  paroxyfm  of  infanity,  went 
into  the  Goat  public-houfe,  near 
Vauxhall,  and,  entering  a  room, 
he  there  gave  himfelf  feveral  wounds 
with  a  fmall  knife  ;  he  next  fallied 
forth,  bloody,  and  entered  the  bar, 
where  he  found  a  young  woman,  a 
fervant  of  the  houfe,  alone,  whom 

4 


he  inttantly  ftabbed  twice  in  the 
throat,  and  knocked  dotyn ;  on 
her  attempting  to  rife,  he  plunged 
the  knife  into  her  fhoulder.  On 
quitting  the  bar,  he  feized  an  old 
man  in  the  tap-room,  and  ftruclc 
him  feveral  times,  but  the  knife' 
failing  from  his  hand,  the  poop 
man  efcaped  without  any  material 
injury  ;  going  out  of  the  door,  to 
depart,  he  made  an  attempt  to 
ftab  the  landlady,  and  ttruck  a  per- 
fon  in  converfation  with  her  ;  but 
they  both  providentially  efcaped.. 
One  Joyce,  in  attempting  to  fecure 
the  maniac,  was  ftabbed  bv  him  in 
the  ftioulder,  and  compelled  to  let 
go  his  hold  ;  the  difordered  man, 
ftill  at  liberty,  ranged  about  the 
road,  endeavouring  to  ftab  every 
perfOn  that  came  in  his  way  ;  but 
at  length  he  was  taken  by  ftrata- 
gem,  His  name  is  M‘Kay,  a  fur- 
geon's  mate  in  the  navy.  He  was 
fent  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital, 
with  little  hopes  of  recovery. 

This  morning  about  half 
paft  three  o’clock,  afirebroke 
out,  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Storr,  a 
hatter,  in  Union-ftreet,  Weftmin- 
fter.  It  commenced  in  the  fecond 
floor,  which  was  inhabited  by  a 
very  infirm  old  lady,  who  was  ac~ 
cuftomed  to  burn  a  candle  in  her 
room  during  the  night,  which,  it 
is  fuppofed,  by  fome  accident,  fet 
fire  to  the  curtains.  The  whole 
of  the  houfe  was  in  flames  in  a 
very  fhort  time  ;  and,  it  not  being 
po Bible  to  procure  water  for  near 
an  hour,  they  communicated  to  the 
two  adjoining  hpufes ;  one  of 
which  was  occupied  by  Mr.  God- 
free,  an  upholfterer,  and  the  other, 
by  Mr.  Windfor,  a  fhoemaker. 
Notwithftanding  every  exertion  of 
the  firemen,  after  water  had  been 
procured,  the  three  houfes  were 

completely 
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completely  confumed.  It  was 
found  impoffihle  to  fave  the  poor 
old  lady  in  whole  apartment  the 
lire  commenced.  She  was  feen,  in 
a  moll  pitiable  date,  for  a  long 
while  at  the  front  window  ;  but  at 
length  fell  down  and  was  burnt. 
Her  name  was  Freeman  :  fhe  was 
a  maiden  lady,  upward  of  70  years 
of  age.  Ann  Toley,  an  appren¬ 
tice  to  Mrs.  Storr,  about  16  years 
of  age,  and  Elizabeth  Mills,  a 
fervant  girl,  likewife  about  16 
years  old,  who  lodged  in  the  third 
dory,  threw  themfelves  out  of  the 
window.  The  former  died  ;  but 
the  latter  is  likely  to  recover. 

,  Margery  Wood  was  fully 
^  *  committed  to  Shepton  Mallet 
Bridewell,  for  the  murder  of  her 
infant.  She  is  a  moll  deplorable 
looking  objeft,  about  45  years  of 
age,  but  her  looks  befpeak  her 
much  older.  Her  confeffion  is  am¬ 
ple,  circumftantial,  and  moll  pi¬ 
tiable  ;  and  the  agonies  of  her 
mind,  fince  the  perpetrating  the 
horrid  deed,  mull  have  been  truly 
acute  and  deplorable.  She  carried 
the  little  innocent,  naked,  covered 
only  with  her  apron,  through  the 
ilreets  ol  Bath,  fer  a  month  after 
her  delivery  ;  and  at  tail  took  the 
diabolical  refolution  of  cutting  its 
throat,  and  throwing-  it  into  the 
river.  Some  minutes  before  it 
funk,  it  held  up  one  of  its  little 
hands,  apparently  praying  for  the 
protection  of  its  unnatural  mother  ; 
who,  at  that  moment  (fhe  fays) 
would  have  giyen  worlds  to  pre¬ 
serve  it :  it  funk,  and  left  her  a 
prey  to  the  ceafelefs  tortures  of  a 
guilty  conference,  tortures  which 
may  be  conceived,  but  cannot  be 
expreffed. 

,  ,  A  bricklayer  and  his  man 
?  wpre  employed,  feme  days 


ago,  to  repair  the  villa  of  Captain 
Duncan,  of  Leefom-row,  near  Ful¬ 
ham  ;  and  as  they  proceeded  to 
drip  off  the  old  tiles,  they  found  a 
large  filver  ct!p,  containing  700 
guineas,  the  coinage  of  George  I. 
a  great  number  of  antique  rings 
and  valuable  trinkets.  The  honed 
tradefman  and  his  companion  im¬ 
mediately  informed  their  employers. 

A  farmer,  at  Hampton,  ^  , 

for  a  wager  of  25  guineas,  ‘ L 
rode  his  poney,  a  bead  under  14 
hands  high,  90  miles  on  the  wed« 
ern  road,  in  twelve  hours  and  a 
half.  The  rider  weighs  at  lead 


14  done,  and  the  bead  performed 
the  extraordinary  feat  in  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  lefs  than  the 
given  time.  A  number  of  the 
cognofcznti  in  thofe  matches  were 
prefent,  and  they  were  deeply  taken 
in  by  the  extraordinary  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  poney. 

A  Angular  accident  hap-  , 
pened  at  the  New  Church,  1  ^ 
Dagenham,  Effex.  The  Society 
of  Cumberland  Youths  were  in¬ 
vited  to  open  the  new  peal  of  bells, 
which  they  performed  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  by  ringing  7008  changes  of 
Oxford  treble-bob  royal  in  four 
hours  and  forty-nine  minutes;  but 
in  the  evening,  Mr.  Channon, 
mader  of  the  fociety,  wifhed  to 


oblige  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil 

p 


lage  with  another  peal ;  when  un¬ 
fortunately  his  leg  got  entangled 
with  the  rope,  which  drew  him  to 
the  next  loft,  and,  falling  on  his 
head,  he  was  killed  on  the  fpot  ; 
the  upper  part  of  the  Ikull  being 
beat  in  fo  that  the  brains  ooaed 
out  through  the  cavitiesr 

At  about  a  quarter  pad  „  , 
feven  the  Rt.  Hon.  Dowager  1 
Lady  Dacre  was  taking  her  ufual 
fplitary  walk  near  her  hoxife  at 

I,e<q 


CHRONICLE.  *  43 


Lee,  between  Lewifham  and  Elt- 
ham,  in  Kent ;  when  a  ruffian 
came  up  near  the  church,  prefented 
a  piftol,  and,  with  horrid  impre¬ 
cations,  demanded  her  watch.  She 
told  him,  if  he  would  take  the 
piftol  away,  fhe  would  give  it 
him.  As  foon  as  he  got  the  watch, 
he  put  the  piftol  again  to  her  lady- 
fhip’s  breaft,  and  demanded  her 
purfe.  This  fhe  alfo  gave :  it 
contained  fix  guineas,  with  which 
he  departed.  Ever  ftnce  the  death 
of  the  late  Lord  Dacre,  his  amiable 
widow  has  made  it  an  invariable 
practice  to  vifit  his  tomb  at  a  cer-. 
tain  hour  in  the  evening.  No 
company,  no  engagement,  no  in¬ 
clemency  of  weather,  neither 
ftorms  nor  hurricanes,  have  ever 
prevented  her  from  executing  this 
pious  office.  It  was  on  one  of 
thefe  occafions,  that  the  facriie- 
gious  wretch  took  the  opportunity 
of  perpetrating  this  crime. 

A  plan  has,  it  is  faid,  been  pro- 
pofed  and  adopted  by  government, 
for  conftrutting  a  canal  of  large 
dimeufions  between  ShornclifF-bat- 
tery  and  the  river  Rother,  near 
Rye,  and  juft  under  Pley  don- 
heights,  which  combines  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  moft  vulnerable  parts 
of  the  Kentifh  coaft  againft  inva- 
fion,  with  great  public  utility. 
It  is  to  be  flanked  throughout  with 
batteries,  and  the  batteries  are  to 
be  of  fuch  breadth  and  depth  as  to 
admit  trading  and  armed  veflcls  of 
200  tons  burthen.  It  will  a <51  as 
a  catch-water  drain,  and  greatly 
relieve  the  levels  below  from  the 
highland  water.  By  means  of  it 
the  produce  of  the  country  may  be 
carried  at  a  comparatively  fmall 
expence  to  the  fea-coaft,  and  it 
will  afford  a  ready  means  of  con¬ 
veying  fhingle  and  beach  to  the 


interior  of  the  country,  for  making 
and  repairing  of  roads,  which, 
throughout  this  diftrkft  are  very 
bad.  It  will  be  of  infinite  ufe  to 
the  county  of  Kent,  fhould  the 
proje&ed  canal  from  Yalden  Lees, 
on  the  Medway,  to  Canterbury, 
with  a  branch  by  Tenterden  to 
the  Rother,  be  carried  into  efteft. 
The  line  of  canal  has  lately  been 
furveyed,  and  has  been  found  to 
be  not  only  pra&icable,  but  one 
of  the  eafleft  lines  ever  difcovered 
in  the  kingdom.  Its  fummit  is 
about  ioo  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea,  and  is  nearly  50  miles  on 
one  level.  From  Canterbury  a 
canal  on  one  level  has  been  pro¬ 
jected,  to  communicate  with  the 
fea  at  St.  Nicholas’  bay,  in  the 
ifle  of  Thanet,  capable  of  carrying 
fea- built  veffels,  fo  that,  by  join¬ 
ing  thefe  two  canals,  the  whole 
interior  of  the  county  will  have  a 
ready  and  eafy  navigation  to  the 
fea-coaft  at  Canterbury,  Chatham, 
Rye,  and  Hythe.  It  will  alfo,  by- 
means  of  the  river  Rother,  open  a 
navigation  into  an  important  part 
of  the  county  of  Suflex,  at  Robertf- 
bridge,  from  whence  the  timber 
and  other  articles  may  he  conveyed 
at  a  cheap  rate  to  his  Majefty’s 
dock-yards  at  Chatham,  and  or^ 
the  Thames.  It  will  probably  be 
the  means  of  bringing  about  the 
improvement  of  the  harbour  of  Rye, 
fo  long  in  contemplation.  The 
old  harbour  of  Lympne  will  alfo 
be  opened,  and  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  the  attention  of  government 
may  be  drawn,  fooner  or  later,  to^ 
Hythe,  and  a  good  harbour  efta- 
bli filed  there. 

A  fire,  attended  with  moft  ^ 
calamitous  circumftances, 
broke  out  in  one  of  the  llables  at 
the  Spotted  Dog  inn,  at  C'helmf- 

ford. 
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ford.  Several  hundred  Hanove¬ 
rian  foldiers  halted  that  night  in 
the  town  and  its  vicinity,  and 
from  the  great  numbers  billeted  on 
the  inn-keepers,  they  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  lodge  them  in  Babies  and 
oot-houfes.  Thofe  quartered  at 
the  Spotted  Dog  had  retired  to  a 
liable  allotted  them,  with  their 
pipes,  and,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the 
fire  dropping  from  one  of  them, 
communicated  to  fome  loofe  draw, 
which  let  the  premifes  in  a  blaze. 
By  the  activity  exerted  by  all 
ranks  on  the  occafion,  the  confla¬ 
gration  was  prevented  from  ex¬ 
tending  beyond  the  premifes  ;  i  2 
of  the  foldiers  perifhed,  whofe  dead 
bodies  were  dug  out  on  Tuefday, 
A  number  of  horfes  belonging  to 
royal  waggon  train  were  in  the 
Babies,  all  of  which  were  removed 
but  tyyo,  and  they  were  burnt  to 
death.  One  other  unfortunate  Ha¬ 
noverian  died  the  next  morning 
from  the  injury  he  received,  and 
feveral  others  continue  in  a  doubt¬ 
ful  Bate  ;  but,  contrary  to  report, 
not  one  remains  unaccounted  for. 
The  coroner  for  the  county  held 
an  inqueft  on  the  bodies  on  Wed- 
nefday,  but  could  not  obtain  any 
farisfadtory  evidence  of  the  caufe 
of  the  fire.  It  was  Bated,  that  on 
itsfiril  breaking  out,  it  raged  very 
fiercely,  from  the  quantity  of  firaw 
in  the  Bable,  in  which  no  lefs  than 
feventy  of  the  men  were  lodged; 
that  the  unfortunate  men  inftantly 
rufhed  to  the  door  of  the  Bable 
where  the  fire  began,  but  finding 
it  latched  by  a  common  iron  latch 
on  the  outfide  (which  is  lifted  up 
by  putting  the  finger  through  a 
hole  in  the  door),  and  they  not 
knowing,  or  in  their  great  hurry 
and  confufion  not  attempting  to 
open  it  ip  that  way,  were  for  a 


time  prevented  from  making  theif 
efcape.  Every  one  muft  have  pe¬ 
rifhed  in  the  flames,  had  not  the 
corporal  of  the  detachment,  to 
whom  the  alarm  of  fire  had.  bteii 
given,  ran  down  to  the  Bable,  and 
extricated  them  from  their  dif- 
treffing  fituation.  The  jury,  after 
retiring  for  a  confiderable  time, 
returned  a  verdidt  of — accidental 
death.  Their  mangled  remains 
were  interred  with  military  ho¬ 
nours.  Every  attention  was  paid 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
the  Duke  of  Suflex,  to  the  folace 
and  comfort  of  the  furvivors. 

Cardinal  Maury  has  written  to 
the  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  declaring 
himfelf  entirely  devoted  to  the  pre- 
fent  Dynafly,  as  well  as  to  the 
principles  of  government  lately 
adopted  in  France. 

Hyde  Park  exhibited  a  ^  . 

triumphant  difplay  of  mili -  ^ 

tary  refources  of  this  great  Me¬ 
tropolis,  and  confirmed  the  hopes 
v/hich  were  formed  lafl  year  of  the 
2jeal,  adfivity,  and  discipline  of 
its  brave  and  loyal  Volunteer  De¬ 
fenders. 

Scpn  after  nine  the  following 
regiments  made  their  appearance 
in  the  Park,  and  took  ground  op- 
pofite  Grofvenor  Gate  : — The  Ho¬ 
nourable  Artillery  Company,  Lieut. 
Cob  le  Mefurier,  with  the  company 
of  Yagers,  commanded  by  Captain 
Bedell,  were  on  the  right ;  twq 
field-pieces  were  attached  to  the 
regiment ;  the  4th  Loyal  London, 
Lieut.  Col.  Price;  the  7th  Ditto, 
Major  Pratt ;  the  8th  Ditto,  Col. 
Canning;  the  5th  Ditto,  Col. 
Smith  ;  the  2d  Ditto,  Ditto. 

The  regiments  marched  into  the 
alignment  by  companies,  and  having 
taken  open  order,  awaited  the  ar~ 
rival  of  the  reviewing  general ? 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Harrington  attended 
about  half  pad  ten,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  ufual  honours. 
The  troops  prefented  arms,  and 
the  officers  faluted,  while  the  dif¬ 
ferent  bands  played,  and  the  drums 
beat.  General  the  Earl  ot  Har¬ 
rington  then  paffed  in  front  and 
rear  of  the  brigade,  and  afterwards 
placed  himfelf  oppolite  the  centre. 
The  light  companies  and  yagers 
were  fent  out,  and  Ikirmilhed, 
while  the  line  advanced  and  fired 
feverai  vollies.  After  this  the 
light  troops  were  called  in  by  the 
bugles,  and  the  whole  commenced 
firing  by  companies,  from  the  cen¬ 
tre  to  the  flanks.  Each  regiment 
formed  dole  column  in  rear  of  the 
grenadiers,  and  marched  in  the 
fame  order  to  the  centre  battalion  ; 
they  then  performed  the  principal 
of  the  19  manoeuvres,  particularly 
the  change  of  pofition,  and  forming 
new  alignments,  executing  every 
movement  with  the  utmoft  precifion 
and  exa&nefs  :  above  all,  they  de- 
ferve  every  praife  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  charged.  Thefe 
evolutions  occupied  them  till  near 
two  o’clock,  when  the  line  wheeled 
backwards  on  the  left  into  co¬ 
lumns,  paffed  the  general  in  review, 
and  quitted  the  ground  in  quick 
time.  Every  regiment  muttered 
extremely  well,  and  the  whole  ap¬ 
peared  to  amount  to  about  3000. 
While  they  were  retiring,  the 
three  regiments  of  the  Hon.  the 
Eaft  India  Company  marched  in 
through  the  gate  at  the  end  of 
Oxford-road,  and  occupied  their 
ground.  It  was  a  glorious  fight 
to  behold  fo  numerous  and  fine  a 
body  of  troops,  compofed  folely 
of  perfons  employed  by  a  mercan¬ 
tile  company.  If  their  trading 
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fhips  are,  as  they  have  recently 
fhewn  themfelces,  invincible  by 
fea,  their  land  forces  promife  equal 
proteHion  to  their  vaft  concerns. 
The  three  regiments  amounted  to 
near  3000,  and  they  were  joined 
by  the  3d  Loyal  London,  Lieut.' 
Col.  Kenfington,  ,  who  muftered 
580.  This  formidable  brigade 
marched  by  companies  into  line, 
with  fix  field-pieces  in  the  centre. 
The  Earl  of  Harrington  reviewed 
them,  as  he  had  done  the  former 
brigade,  and  having  taken  his  Na¬ 
tion,  attended  by  his  aid-de-camps. 
Generals  Grofvenor  and  Burrard, 
Lord  Peterfham,  Colonel  jenkin- 
fon,  Colonel  Gaitfkill,  and  feverai 
officers  of  volunteer  corps,  the 
light  troops  were  ordered  forward 
as  before,  and  the  line  advanced. 
Nothing  could  be  more  fteady  than 
their  march  in  ordinary  time  :  not 
a  file  was  out  of  his  dreffing,  but 
the  whole  prefer ved  the  imnoft  or¬ 
der.  They  were  ordered  to  com¬ 
mence  independent  firing  ;  and  the 
fire  was  fo  rapid  and  well  kept  up, 
that 'the  brigade  was  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  totally  obfeured  by  the  fmoke. 
The  artillery- men  loaded  and  fired 
thrice  every  minute.  The  brigade 
then  performed  all  thofe  manoeuvres 
which  it  is  impoflible  to  deferibe 
without  repetition.  It  was  near 
dufk  before  they  paffed  the  re¬ 
viewing  general,  and  marched  to¬ 
wards  the  city.  Upon  the  whole, 
fuch  an  army  as  appeared  in  the 
field  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  muff 
be  a  theme  of  exultation  not  only 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  flrft  city 
in  the  world,  but  to  the  people  in 
general  of  the  only  free  cQuntry  in 
Europe.  There  were  thoufands  of 
fpeHalors,  and  among  them  many 
perfons  of  diftinHion.  It  was  a 
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fpiendid  fcene,  and  exceeded  every 
thing  of  the  kind  fmce  the  Grand 
Review  before  his  Majefty. 

,  Henry  PerfeCt,  alias  the 
2  7*  ’  Rev.  Mr.  Paul,  alias  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Benr.et,  was  indided  at 
the  Middlefex  Quarter  Seffions,  for 
obtaining,  at  different  times,  twelve 
pounds  fifteen  fhillings,  by  falie 
pretences,  from  the  Earl  ol  Cla¬ 
rendon.  It  appeared  from  his 
lordfhip’s  teftimony,  that,  in  the 
character  of  a  clergyman,  the  pri¬ 
soner  had  written  to  him,  to  im¬ 
plore  affiftance  for  a  diftreffed  lady, 
named  Grant,  redding  at  Harlowe, 
in  Effex,  who  was  reprefented  as 
the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  newly  married  to  a 
proud  young  Scotchman,  who  de¬ 
ferred  her.  Several  other  letters, 
figned  Mrs.  Smith,  came  to  his 
lordfhip.  The  prifoner  wrote  in 
three  different  hands,  and  carried 
on  his  plan  of  fraud  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  until  at  laft  the  whole 
was  difcovered ;  and  at  the  pri- 
foner’s  lodgings,  when  taken  up, 
copies  of  the  different  letters,  with 
the  anfwers  to  them,  were  found. 
The  Jury  pronounced  a  verdid  of 
guilty ,  and  the  prifoner  was  fen- 
tenced  to  feven  years'’  tranfportation. 

An  Excife  officer,  named 
0  ‘  Littlejohn,  was  found  dead 

in  a  vat  of  ftrong  beer,  in  a  ftate 
of  fermentation,  in  the  brewhoufe 
of  Mr.  Thornton,  at  Horfham. 
It  came  out  in  evidence  before  the 
Coroner’s  Jury,  on  a  view  of  the 
body,  that  the  deceafed  went  to 
the  brewhoufe  on  Monday  night 
to  make  his  accuftomed  furvey ; 
and  that,  in  leaning  over  the  veffel, 
the  azotic  gas,  arifing  from  beer 
in  fuch  a  ftate,  might  fuffocate 
him,  and  caufe  him  to  fall  into  the 
iiquor :  they  therefore  returned  a 


verdid  of — Accidental  Death.  The 
veffel  contained  about  fixteen  bar¬ 
rels  of  beer,  which,  by  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
ton’s  diredions,  was  thrown  into 
the  common  fewer. 

A  diftreffing  event  hap-  ^ 
pened  in  Newington  church-  ^ 1 
yard,  Surry.  John  Rickets,  the 
fexton,  was  employed  digging  a 
grave  for  the  remains  of  a  lady  in 
the  Kent  road ;  and  the  coffin  was 
juft  entering  the  church  yard,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  minifter,  when  the 
whole  mafs  of  earth  on  each  fide 
the  grave  fell  in,  and  covered  the 
unfortunate  delver  in  a  depth  of  fix 
feet,  juft  as  he  was  getting  out 
with  his  pick-axe  and  fhovel. 
Within  five  minutes  after  the  ac¬ 
cident  happened,  a  number  of  per- 
fons  ran  to  afiift  the  poor  man,  and 
began  to  remove  the  earth ;  their 
endeavours  were,  however,  much 
retarded  by  the  concourfe  of  fpec- 
tators  who  ruftied  to  the  brink  ol 
the  grave,  and  near  an  hour  elapfed 
before  they  difcovered  the  body, 
which  being  taken  out,  means  were 
ufed  by  a  profeffional  gentleman  to 
reftore  animation  ;  but  every  effort 
proved  ineffectual,  and  the  body 
was  borne  away  lifelefs,  on  a  fn  ut¬ 
ter,  amidft  the  difconfolate  cries 
and  complaints  of  a  diftreffed  wife 
and  five  children,  who  were  wit- 
neffes  of  the  affii&ing  fcene. 

Died. — 30.  At  his  apartments 
in  the  Britifti  Mufeum,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Ayfcough,  one  of  the  li¬ 
brarians  of  that  noble  inftitution, 
and  late  vicar  of  Endham  in  Kent, 
to  which  living  he  was  prefented 
by  the  Crown,  on  the  7th  Dec. 
1803,  on  the  deceafe  of  the  late 
Rev.  John  Pratt,  as  fome  fmall 
compenfation  for  his  very  ufefu! 
and  laborious  exertions  in  the  caufe 
of  literature.  Pie  might  truly  be 
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termed  a  pioneer  of  learning,  for 
he  not  only  compiled  the  immenfe 
catalogue,  in  2  vols.  folio,  of  the 
library  of  printed  books  in  the 
Britilh  Mufeum,  but  alfo  a  very 
fyftematically  arranged  catalogue 
©f  all  the  manufcripts  in  that  in- 
ftitution — befides  an  index  to 
Shakfpeare,  and  indexes  to  the 
Monthly  Review,  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine,  the  Annual  Regifter, 
&c,  He  probably  had  examined 
and  perufed  more  books  than  any 
man  in  Britain,  and  was  always  very 
ready  to  aflift  thofe  who  applied  to 
him  on  literary  fubjeds,  as  he 
could  inftantly  point  out  the  parti¬ 
cular  author,  Sc c.  where  any  topic 
of  information  might  be  found. 
He  was  model!  and  taciturn.  His 
chief  amufement,  when  out  of  the 
library,  was  walking  in  the  Mu- 
feum  gardens.  His  lofs  will  be 
almoll  irreparable  at  the  Britilh 
Mufeum,  to  which  inftitution  he 
had  belonged  nearly  twenty  years. 

At  Leeds,  aged  101,  Mrs.  Grace 
Barnard,  a  maiden  lady. 

At  Gainfborough,  In  her  100th 
year,  Mrs.  Sarah  Green,  widow. 

Mr.  Thomas  Whittingham,  of 
Hillingdon,  at  the  very  advanced 
age  of  104,.  He  retained  all  his 
faculties  to  the  very  laft  hour  as 
well  as  ever  he  did  at  any  other 
period  of  his  life,  and  could  walk 
a  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles 
with  perfect  eafe.  He  was  born  in 
the  reign  of  King  William,  and  had 
a  mod:  perfect  recollection  ot  the 
perfon  of  Queen  Anne,  of  whom  he 
often  fpoke,  In  the  rebellion  of 
1 7  1 5,  he  was  employed  in  conveying 
troops  and  baggage  from  Uxbridge 
to  London. 

Lately,  at  the  age  of  104  years, 
Mrs.  Lovelin,  relid  of  the  late 
William  Lovelin. 
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Monfieur,  brother  to  Louis  a 
XVIII.  accompanied  by  his  1  * 
fuite,  returned  to  Yarmouth,  from 
Sweden. 

The  young  gentlemen  of  . 
Eton  College  had  their  an-  ^ 
nual  rejoicings  this  night,,  with 
fireworks,  &c.  A  young  noble¬ 
man  put  a  lighted  fquib  into  a 
fchoolfellow’s  coat  pocket,  which 
fet  fire  to  his  clothes,  and  burned 
his  fide  in  fo  (hocking  a  manner 
that  he  died  in  twro  days.  His  re¬ 
lations  and  friends,  who  live  to 
lament  his  lofs,  re  fide  in  Suflex. 
The  young  nobleman  has  been  ex¬ 
pelled. 

The  admirable  gilt  lion’s  g^ 
head  letter  box,  which  was 
formerly  at  Button’s  coffee-houle, 
and  in  which  the  valuable  original 
manufcript  copy  of  the  Guardian 
was  received,  was  yefterday  knock¬ 
ed  down  at  the  Shakelpeare  tavern. 
Covent  Garden,  to  Mr.  Richardfon, 
for  1 7 1.  1  os. 

The  lone  expeded  Inter-  , 

4-  l  ^  o  j  2  th 

view  between  the  Sovereign 
and  the  Heir  Apparent  took  place 
at  one  o’clock,  at  Kew  Palace. 
The  Queen  and  Princeffes  were  pre- 
fent.  The  meeting  of  thofe  two 
perfonages,  after  a  long  interval, 
was  marked,  we  upderftand,  by 
every  emotion  of  kindnefs  and  con¬ 
ciliation  on  the  one  part,  and  of 
filial  refped  on  the  other;  and  the 
fcene  is  faid  to  have  been  affeding 
beyond  defcription.  We  are  fully 
perfuaded  that  the  circumflance  will 
afford  the  hmheft  gratification  to 

o  o 

every  loyal  and  feeling  bread:  in 
the  United  Kingdom  ;  as  the  refult 
of  it  will  be  the  per  fed:  re-eftabiifh- 
ment  of  that  habitual  intercourfe 
which  is  not  more  effential  to  the 

happineft 
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happinefs  of  the  illuftrious  family 
itfelf,  than  to  the  welfare  of  the 
empire  at  large.  After  an  hour's 
conference*  his  Majefty,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
returned  to  Windfor ;  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  accompanied  by  the 
Dukes  of  Kent  and  Sulfex,  return¬ 
ed  to  Carleton  Houfe.  On  the 
return  of  the  Prince  to  Carleton 
Houfe,  he  was  met  by  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  Co¬ 
lonel  M’  Mahon,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
&c.  who  accompanied  him  to  Lord 
Malmefbuiy ’s,  where  he  dined. 
Mr.  Fox  was  fent  for  exprefs  to 
Woburn,  on  the  occafion,  and  had 
an  audience  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs. 

t  The  Duke  of  York  paid 
1  ^  a  vifit  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  at  Carleton  Houfe,  where 
he  remained  nearly  two  hours. 

The  following  inftance  of  in¬ 
trepid  humanity  in  a  Britilh  Naval 
Officer  at  Plymouth,  among  many 
other  fimilar  occurrences,  deferves 
to  be  recorded  :  Benjamin  Nelfon, 
a  feaman  of  the  Colofius,  of  7+ 
guns,  lying  in  Cawfand  Bay,  had 
been  afhore  on  liberty,  and  coming 
on  board  much  intoxicated,  fell 
out  of  the  boat  alongfide  the  fhip. 
Lieutenant  Lothian,  walking  near 
the  gangway,  faw  the  accident, 
and  with  great  intrepidity,  pulled 
off  his  coat,  and  jumped  from  the 
ltarboard  main  chains  into  the 
water:  after  fwimming  a  little 
time,  he  caught  Nelfon  by  the  hair 
of  his  head,  but  in  ftruggling  to 
bring  him  to  the  boat,  Nelfon, 
being  a  powerful  man,  funk  with 
him.- — Lieutenant  L.  by  fuperior 
fwimming,  foon  rofe  again,  grafp- 
ing  him  firm  by  the  hair ;  Lieute¬ 
nant  Lothian,  and  Nelfon,  were 
then  taken  on  board  the  fhip’s 


cutter;  but  on  getting  him  to  the 
lower  gun  deck,  although  every 
means  were  tried  to  reftore  his  life, 
he  had  breathed  his  laft,  more  ow¬ 
ing,  it  is  imagined,  to  fuffocation, 
from  being  fo  intoxicated  when  he 
fell  into  the  fea,  than  from  being 
under  the  water.  Lieutenant  Lo¬ 
thian  foon  recovered  the  fatigue 
and  anxiety  arifing  from  his  exer¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Whitford,  Coroner, 
held  an  Inquefl  on  the  body,  and 
the  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  Ac - 
tidental  Death. 

The  Earl  of  CarliHe  has  pre- 
fented  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
York,  for  the  embellifhmenr  of  the 
Minfter,  a  window  of  beautiful, 
painted  glafs,  purchafed  during  the 
late  troubles  in  France,  from  the 
church  of  Sr.  Nicholas,  at  Rouen. 
The  fubjed  is  the  vifitation  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  ;  the  figures  as  large 
as  life,  admirably  drawn,  and  al¬ 
ways  confide'red  to  have  been  de» 
figned  either  by  Sebaftian  de  Pi- 
ombo,  or  Michael  Angelo. 

Lof  of  the  R  omney .  • —  This 
melancholy  event  took  place  ^ 
at  nine  o’clock  this  morning,  on 
the  South  Haak  Sand,  five  miles 
weft  of  the  Texel.  The  officers 
and  crew  quitted  her,  on  rafts  and 
in  the  boats,  and  were  made  pri- 
foners  by  the  boats  of  the  Dutch 
fleet :  the  fhip  foon  after  went  to 
pieces.  This  accident  is  fuppofed 
to  have  originated  in  the  Romney 
miftaking  three  American  fhips, 
wrecked  the  night  before  on  the 
Haak  Sand,  for  part  of  our  fleet  at 
anchor ;  nor  was  the  miftake  dis¬ 
covered  till  the  fhip  ft  ruck,  as  the 
weather  was  very  thick,  and  blow¬ 
ing  hard,  with  rain. 

The  Venerable,  of  74  « 

guns,  ftruck  on  a  rock  in  ^ 
Torbay,  and  was  loft.  The  crew, 
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cofffiftirig  of  were  all  faved, 
by  the  boats  of  the  Irnpetueux  and 
Goliath,  except  eight.  The  Cap¬ 
tain  and  Olticers  remained  on  board 
till  the  ialt,  with  fcarcely  a  hope 
of  having  their  lives;  and,  vVhen 
the  furf  was  breaking  tremendoiifiy 
over  them,  this  fcene  of  courage 
and  magnanimity  in  danger  is  thus 
described  by  one  of  the  officers  on 
board  :  — 

**  In  this  Hate,  the  officers  per- 
fuaded  their  good  and  kill  undaunt¬ 
ed  Captain  to  think  of  faving  his 
life,  and  with  it  their  own,  as  they 
had  refolved  one  and  all  to  (hare 
his  fate.  After  fome  time  he  con- 
fented,  on  condition  that  the  offi¬ 
cers  (hould  go  firft.  This  point 
being  concluded,  the  hope  of  life, 
long  difmiffed  from  our  minds,  be¬ 
gan  to  revive,  when  another  diffi¬ 
culty  arofe,  that  feemed  to  throw 
it  further  back  than  ever — which 
of  the  officers  was  to  lead  the  way  ? 
the  extinction  of  this  new-reviv¬ 
ing  hope  was  indeed  dreadful,  and 
the  paufe  had  nearly  been  fatal  to 
us  all.  At  length,  one  of  the  ju¬ 
nior  Lieutenants,  long  known  to 
the  crew,  and  as  brave  a  man  as 
ever  trod  the  quarter-deck,  agreed 
to  lead,  the  reft  folemnly  promiiing 
to  follow.  One  after  another,  we 
now  defcended  from  over  the  ftern 
(the  only  part  above  water) by  ftngle 
ropes,  cold,  benumbed,  and  wot 
through,  and  in  this  condition 
gained  the  boats,  themfelves  in  pe¬ 
rilous  attendance  underneath.  In 
this  manner  was  it  that  we  left  the 
poor  old  V enerable  ;  and  about  fix 
o’clock  reached  .  the  Irnpetueux, 
where,  it  is  needlefs  to  fay,  that 
we  were  treated  with  every  atten¬ 
tion  and  kindnefs  that  one  (hip’s 
officers  could  (how  to  another  in 
diftrefs.” 

Vol.  XL VI.  ©r  Vo©.  IV.  N* 


A  corporal  and  a  private,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  81ft  regiment  of 
foot,  being  part  of  the  efcort  which 
arrived  at  Exeter  with  Mr.  RuflelTs 
waggons  on  the  VVednefiay  pre¬ 
ceding,  laden  with  treafure,  were 
committed,  the  former  to  High 
Gaol,  and  the  latter  to  the  County 
Bridewell,  for  breaking  open  one  of 
the  chefts  on  the  road,  and  dealing 
thereout  a  quantity  ol  dollars,  which 
they  fold.  Theferjeah:  of  the  party* 
on  theirreturn  to  Plymouth,  other vn 
ing  them  to  be  in  pofleffion  of  cadi 
and  bank  notes,  immediately  had 
them  apprehended,  when  one  of 
them  made  a  full  confeffion  of  the 
fact.  They  are  committed  for  trial. 

William  Olivers,  a  collier,  was 
killed  at  the  Rock  coal  work,  near 
Nettlebridge,  by  a  chain  of  enor¬ 
mous  length,  and  upwards  of  a  ton 
weight,  having  broke  by  the  force 
of  the  fire  engine,  and  fallen  upon 
him.  Almoft  every  bene'  in  his 
body  was  broken,  juft  as  if  he  had 
fufrered  on  the  rack.  Part  of  the 
chain  was  fo  entangled  round  his 
neck,  that  it  became  neceffary  to 
cut  through  the  links  with  duffels. 
This  poor  fellow’s  life  had  been  a 
feries  of  deplorable  accidents* 
When  a  youth,  his  eye  was  (truck 
out  by  a  (tick  in  a  feuffle.  Plis 
body  was  difabled  feven  years  age* 
by  a  quantity  of  rubbifh  falling  on 
him.  He  narrowly  efcaped  being 
killed  by  the  falling  of  a  piece  of 
timber  three  weeks  ago*  Since 
then  he  efcaped  death  by  a  great 
piece  of  coal  falling  near  him. 

In  the  Spanifh  frigate  La 
Mercedes,  were  embarked  a 
Spanifh  gentleman,  his  lady,  four 
daughters,  and  five  Tons.  He  was 
returning  to  Old  Spain  with  his  fa- 
mily,  the  daughters  remarkably' 
beautiful,  with  all  his  large  for- 
Series.  #  £  tune 
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tune,  the  gradual  favingsof  twenty- 
five  years  induftry  !  A  little  while 
before  the  adfion  commenced,  this 
gentleman,  with  afon  (a  lad)  went 
on  board  the  Rear  Admiral's  fhip  ; 
and,  in  a  few  minutes,  became  the 
fpedlator  of  his  wife,  his  daughters, 
and  four  of  his  Tons,  enrapt  in  ful- 
phureous  flames,  finking  into  the 
abyfs  of  waters,  with  all  his  trea- 
fure  i  This  victim  of  calamity  ar¬ 
rived  at  Plymouth,  with  the  unit 
of  his  comforts,  in  Captain  Moore’s 
cabin,  who  adminiflered  all  in  his 
power  to  his  alleviation. 

i  A  bird  of  the  hawk  or 
eagle  kind  was  fhot  at 
Stoekrield  Park,  near  Wetherby, 
by  Mr.  Cummins,  Game  Keeper  to 
the  Countefs  of  Aberdeen,  in  the 
grounds  near  the  houfe,  of  fach 
enormous  fize  and  ftreng'ch  as  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  fhot  of  three  difcharges 
■before  it  was  fecured,  and  it  then 
defended  itfelf  fo  powerfully,  as  to 
elude  every  device  Mr.  Cummins 
could  exercife  to  feize  it,  till  he 
offered  the  muzzle  of  his  gun, 
which  he  feized  with  fuch  avidity, 
is  to  hang  in  that  pofition  whiift 
he  reached  the  houfe.  It  is  yet 
'alive,  and  mea feres  nine  feet  four 
inches  from  the  xtr  e-mi  ties  of  the 
wings ;  and  its  beak,  talons,  & c. 
difpiay  aftonilhk  g  ftrertgth. 

Died. — 1 3  th.  At  Chippenham, 
Bucks,  Jacob  Bryant,  Efq.  aged 
8q,  deeply  regretted  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  death  was  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  wound  on  his  fhin, 
ocean oned  by  his  foot  flipping  from 
a  chair,  which  he  had  flopped  on 

io  reach  a  book  in  his  library  : 

✓  * 

thus  did  he  die  as  be  had  lived,  in 
fearch  of  knowledge.  As  a  fmall 
but  fincere  tribute  to  his  memory, 
a  friend  is  induced  to  give  a  fhort 
flee tch  of  his  character,  which  an 


uninterrupted  intercourfe  with  him 
for  the  lafl  thirty  years  enables 
him  to  do. — Jacob  Bryant,  a  man 
whole  whole  life  had  been  devoted 
to  the  acquirement  of  learning,  and 
the  goal  of  whofe  labours  was  a 
firm  fettlement  of  con  vision  in  re¬ 
ligion.  He  had  by  fludy  amafled 
an  erudition  which  was  Daralleled 

1 

by  few,  and  furpaffed  by  none  ; 
his  piety  grew  out  of  his  learning, 
and  was  only  equalled  by  it.  With 
the  mildnefs  of  a  child  he  united 
the  firmnefs  of  a  ftoic ;  from  a  mind 
truly  chiiftian,  his  precepts  flowed 
with  milk  and  honey.  Though 
belonging  to  the  lay  part  of  the 
community,  his  efforts  in  the  caufe 
of  religion  were  as  unceafmg  as 
they  were  fatisfadlory.  His  flu- 
dies  were  chiefly  directed  to  one 
objedf,  the  developement  and  efta- 
biifhment  of  univerfal  truth;  this 
he  knew  could  only  be  effected  by 
removing  the  doubts  of  thefeeptic, 
and  faftening  the  heart  of  the  in¬ 
fidel.  The  tenets  of  his  own  life 
were  thofe  of  a  true  chriflian;  and 
though  he  looked  upon  Providence 
rather  as  an  indulgent  than  an  angry 
father,  yet  his  walk  through  life 
(hewed  his  conviction  of  the  ne- 
cefli ty  of  never  forgetting  the 
i(  one  thing  needful. ” — Were  it 
neceifary  to  add  any  thing  further 
of  fo  good  a  man,  it  might  be  truly 
faid,  that  in  fociety  he  flood  unri¬ 
valled  ;  as  a  companion  he  was 
both  communicative  and  attentive, 
of  unaffected  manners  and  manly 
chearfulnefs,  willing  to  pieafe,  and 
eafy  to  be  pleafed.  Such  a  man 
was  Jacob  Bryant;  fuch  a  man  his 
friends  have  loft,  and  fuch  a  lofs 
they  have  to  deplore. — Mr.  Bry¬ 
ant  was  of  King’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  B.  A.  1740,  M,  A* 

*  7  4 T* 
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At  Adfon,  Middlefex,  aged  103, 
John  Thomas,  a  farrier. 

At  Gainfborough,  aged  107, 
EJiz  beth  Ballard,  alias  Winfrey, 
widow.  She  r  nembered  George 
I.  coming  to  England  ;  could  fee 
without  fpe&acles,  and  died  with¬ 
out  pain,  being  literally  exhaufted 
and  worn  out. 

At  Ilfracombe,  Devon,  William 
Soner,  carrier  ;  who  it  he  had  lived 
till  April  next,  would  have  com¬ 
pleted  his  103d  year,  being  born  at 
Chagford,.  in  April,  1702. 

At  Gainfborough,  Lincolnfhire, 
aged  ioc,  after  enjoving  an  unin¬ 
terrupted  date  of  good  health  till 
within  a  few  months  of  his  death, 
Mr.  Daniel  Law, 

At  Gloves,  near  Athenry,  Ire¬ 
land,  after  a  fhort  illnefs,  Mr. 
D  enis  Coorobee,  of  Ballindangin, 
aged  ji  7.  He  retained  his  facul¬ 
ties  to  the  lad,  and  until  two  days 
previous  to  his  death  he  never  re¬ 
membered  to  have  any  complaint  or 
ficknefs  whatever,  tooth-ache  only 
excepted.  Three  weeks  before  his 
death  he  walked  from  his  houfe  to 
Galway,  and  back  the  fame  day, 
which  is  twenty-fix  miles.  He 
could,  to  the  lad,  read  the  fmalled 
print  without  theadidanceof  glades, 
which  he  never  accudomed  himfelf 
to,  with  as  much  eafe  as  a  boy  of 
fixteen.  It  has  been  acknowledged 
by  the  mod  intelligent  men  of  this 
kingdom,  that,  for  the  prefent  age, 
he  was  the  mod  experienced  farmer, 
and  the  brighted  genius  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  agriculture  ;  it  is 
upwards  of  feveiity  years  fince  he 
propagated  that  mod  ufeful  article 
to  the  human  fpecies,  called  the 
Black  Potatoe.  He  was  married 
feven  times,  and  when  married  to 
the  laft  he  was  ninety-three  years 
©Id ;  by  them  all  he  had  48  ehil- 
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dren,  2 36  grandchildren,  944  great- 
grand  children,  and  25  great  great' 
grand  children,  the  .  T  it  of  whom 
is  four  years  old;-  and  his  owe 
young  oft  fon,  by  the  lad  wife,  h 
about  eighteen  years  old. 

At  Heimfley,  in  Yorkfhire,  Mra 
Thomas  Martin,  aged  130. 

At  Liverpool,  aged  104,  Mrs. 
Fletcher. 

DECEMBER. 

At  .Covent  Garden  Thea-  a 

,  .  .  .  !)r 

tre,  this  evening,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mader  Betty  (commonly 
called  the  Young  Rofciu.  j  made  his 
fird  appearance  in  the  character  of 
Achmet  in  Barba  roiTa ;  and  was 
enthufiadieally  received  by-  the 
publick. 

This  day,  at  Woolwich,  T 

as  fome  men  were  filling  a  '  n" 
13  inch  (hell,  in  ramming  the  fhelL 
it  burd,  and  wounded  feven,  three 
mortally.  One  of  three  died  an 
hopr.  afterwards  ;  the  other  two 
were  not  expedited  to  furvive. 

There  has  not  been 
known  fince  the  memory  jl  * 
of  man  fo  great  a  flight  of  fea 
birds  to  our  eoaft  as  in  the  prefent 
feafon.  The  number  of  ducks, 
teal,  widgeon,  and  other  birds  of 
the  fame  kind,  caught  this  year,  ia 
out  of  all  precedent ;  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  they  are  extremely  cheap. 
The  naturalids  account  for  this  ku 
perabundancefby  the  idea  that  the 
birds  have  flown  to  our  fouthern 
fhores  from  thefeverity  with  which 
the  winter  has  fet  in,  in  the  more 
northern  latitudes ;  and  that  it  is 
the  furc  prognoftic  of  a  (harp  fea¬ 
fon. 

About  eight  o’clock  this  even- 
*  E  2  ing. 
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ing,  an  alarming  fire  broke  out  in 
the  ft  able  of  Me  firs.  Tracers  and 
Efdaile,  in  Oueen-ftreet,  Cheap- 
fide.  It  was  difcovered  by  the 
clerks,  who  perceived  an  unufual 
Quantity  of  fmoke  iffuing  through 
the  flooring  of  the  warehoufe,  im¬ 
mediately  over  the  (tables,  while 

J  J 

in  the  act  of  (hutting  up  and  fe- 
curing  the  doors.  Incalculable 
mifchief  mud  have  followed,  but 
for  the  immediate  attendance  of 
the  fire  engines;  and  there  alfo 
being  an  ample  fupply  of  water,  in 
about  four  hours  the  fire  was  got 
under.  When  the  liable  door  was 
opened,  four  of  the  mill  borfes 
and  a  goat  were. found  fu  (Foe  a  ted, 
lying  on  the  ground,  two  of  the 
horfes  were  lying  over  each  other, 
and  the  goat  acrofs  both.  It  Is 
fuppofed  to  have  originated  from  a 
candle  having  been  carelefsly  left 
in  a  lanthorn. 

Died.— 12th.  Athishoufein 
Cheapfide,  aged  86,  John  Boy  dell, 
Efiq.  Alderman  of  Cheap  Ward,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  1782; 
Sheriff,  178c;  Lord  Mayor,  1790. 
He  attended  his  duty  as  Alderman 
at  the  Old  Bailey  Seffions  on  the 
8th,  when  it  is  fuppofed  he  caught 
cold.  On  the  10th  he  found  hnn- 
felf  much  indifpofed  ;  on  the  1  ith 
he  was  pronounced  by  his  phyfi- 
clan  to  be  in  danger ;  and  the  next 
morning  expired  without  a  proan. 
The  hiliory  of  this  worthy  Alder¬ 
man  affords  an  extraordinary  in- 
if  a  nee  of  what  a  life  of  fpirited 
exertions  *3  able  to  accomplifh.  It 
appears  aluioft  impoffible  that  an 
individual,  who  began  the  world 
in  humble  circumftances,  could  have 
effected  fo  much  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  arts,  and  of  the  na¬ 
tional  tafte.  When  more  than  20, 
ke  was  put  apprentice  to  a  Mr. 


Tourms,  an  engraver,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  no  eminent  en¬ 
gravers  in  England.  He  faw  the 
neceffity  of  forcing  the  art  of  en¬ 
graving,  by  ftimulating  men  of 
genius  with  fuitable  rewards.  He 
himfelf  mentioned,  that  the  firft 
means  which  enabled  him  to  en¬ 
courage  othAr  engravers,  were  the 
profits  he  derived  from  the  fale  of 
a  book  of  152  prints,  engraved  by 
himfelf ;  and  he  very  modeftly  al¬ 
lowed,  that  he  himfelf  had  not  at 
that  time  arrived  at  any  eminence 
in  the  art  of  engraving,  and  that 
thofe  prints  are  now  principally  va¬ 
luable  from  the  companion  of  them 
with  the  improved  ftate  of  the  art 
within  the  laid  50  years.  With 
the  profits  of  this  book,  however, 
he  was  enabled  to  pay  very  libe¬ 
rally  the  beft  engravers  then  in  the 
country,  and  prefented  the  publick 
with  Englifh  engravings  of  the 
works  of  the  belt  mafters.  The 
encouragement  he  experienced  from 
the  publick  was  equal  to  the  fpirit 
and  patriotifm  of  the  undertaking, 
and  foon  laid  the  foundation  of  an 
ample  fortune.  The  Alderman 
had  the  farisfadtion  to  fee  in  his 
life  time  the  effects  of  his  labours. 
Though  he  never  himfelf  made 
great  progrefs  as  an  engraver,  yet 
he  was  the  greateft  encourager  of 
the  art  that  this  country  ever  faw. 
The  English  engravings,  which 
were  before  confidered  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  thofe  of  foreign  nations, 
began  from  that  time  to  be  highly 
prized  ;  and  the  exportation  of 
them  became  a  valuable  article  of 
commerce.  Having  done  fo  much 
for  the  art  of  engraving,  he  re- 
folved  to  direct  his  efforts  to  en¬ 
courage  the  art  of  painting  in  this 
country.  To  this  effect  he  under., 
took  that  fuperb  edition  of  Shak- 

fpeare. 
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fpeare,  the  originals  of  which  are 
to  be  fcen  at  the  Shakfpeare  Gal¬ 
lery.  The  expence  of  thefe  paint¬ 
ings  was  prodigious,  and  more, 
perhaps,  than  any  individual  had 
ever  before  embarked  for  fuch  an 
objeft.  It  was  rather  lingular, 
that  he  fliould  live  juft  lone  enoup-h 
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to  fee  the  Shakfpeare  lottery  dif- 
pofed  of  ;  for,  on  the  day  he  paid 
the  debt  of  nature,  not  a  ticket 
remained  unfold.  Of  his  un¬ 
bounded  liberality  let  the  council 
chamber  of  the  City  of  London, 
the  court  room  of  the  Stationers’ 
Company,  and  the  dining  room  at 
the  Seflions  Houfe,  loudly  fpeak. 
To  every  benevolent  inftitution  he 
was  a  generous  benefactor  and  at¬ 
tentive  guardian.  Witnefs,  parti¬ 
cularly,  “  The  Royal  Humane  So¬ 
ciety,”  and  the  (c  Literary  Fund 
for  the  Relief  of  dillrdfed  Au¬ 
thors;”  to  both  or  which  he  was 
for  many  years  a  mod  worthy  vice- 
prefident,  and  a  frequent  attendci 
at  their  meetings.  Of  his  private 
charities,  were  they  to  be  brought 
before  the  publick,  the  lift  would 
be  abundant.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  great  funeral  Hate,  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  in  the 
church  of  Saint  Olave  Jewry, 
where  an  excellent  funeral  fermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Hamilton,  L.  L.  D.  Vicar  of  that 
church,  and  Re&or  of  Saint  Mar¬ 
tin,  Ironmonger  Lane. 

At  Lazarus  Hofpital,  in  Here¬ 
ford,  aged  upwards  of  100,  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Garrett,  who  for  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  fold  fruit  in  that  city.  She 
was  born  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  was  found,  when  but  a 
lew  days  old,  at  the  fouth  end  of 
the  ft rcet  where  fhe  kept  her  apple- 
ItalL  and  from  that  circumftance 
obtained  the  name  of  Street,  Hav  - 


ing,  at  an  early  age,  engaged  the 
affections  of  a  barber  of  the  name 
oi  Garrett,  he  married  her.  She 
walked  out  till  within  a  few  days 
of  her  death,  and  her  faculties 
were  unimpaired  to  the  lalt.  Sim 
was  conveyed  to  her  grave  by  ih: 
hair  dreffers,  to  each  of  whom  (he 
has  left  a  razor. 

In  his  127th  year,  Mr.  Robert 
Mac  Farland,  farmer,  of  Donygh- 
more,  co.  Donegal.  He*  could 
read  the  f  nailed  print  without 
fpeftacles,  or  the  ufe  of  any  glad, 
till  within  a  few  days  of  his 
death. 

At  Lag  mo  re,  near  Ballymena, 
aged  1 19,  Mr.  William  Simpfon, 
farmer.  Four  days  before  his 
death,  he  was  walking  through 
his  farm  in  his  ufual  health.  He 
often  faid,  that  he  was  never  fick 
one  hour  that  he  remembered  ;  alfo, 
that  he  was  only  twice  drunk  in 
his  Fife.  He  had  the  perfeff  ufe  of 
his  underftanding  to  his  death, 
and  remembered  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne. 

At  R  .o.chford,  aged  104,  Jofeph 
Robinfon,  a  native  of  that  place. 
His  occupation  was  that  of  a  huf- 
bandman,  and  till  within  the  lad 
feven  years,  was  capable  of  per¬ 
forming  Ids  daily  labour.  I  fe 
took  great  delight  iri  following  the 
hounds,  and  to  a  very  late  period 
of  his  life  joined  in  the  chacewitb 
all  the  vigour  of  youth. 
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Lady  Downe, 

a  fon. 

iS. 

The  Lady  of  the 

Hon.  Ed. 

ward  Harve) 

■  Hawke, 

a  fon. 

19. 

Lady  Harriet  I 

.ennard,  a 

daughter. 
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¥an.  19.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hill,  a 
fon. 

29.  Lady  Elizabeth  Halli- 
day,  a  daughter, 

Feb.  4.  At  Rome,  Lady  Clon- 
curry,  a  daughter. 

Lady  Charlotte  Dun- 
combe,  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Canning, 
a  daughter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Balders, 
fecond  daughter  of 
Lord  Ejmifmore,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

6.  Lady  Frances  Spencer,  a 
fon. 

8.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  Dr,  Mar- 
fham,  a  fon. 

Lady  Paget,  a  daughter. 

37.  Lady  Petre,  a  hill-born 
child. 

March  4.  At  Paris,  Lady  Elgin,  a 
fon. 

21.  The  Kon.  Mrs.  Spencer 
Pl  rce v al ,  a  daughter. 

18.  At  Cork,  the  Countefs  of 
Cork  and  Orrery,  a 
daughter. 

«i.  Lady  Grey,  a  daughter. 

-24.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  Re  v .  Pierce  Meade, 
brother  of  the  Earl  of 
Clanwiliiam,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

$9,  Lady  Caroline  Wood,  a 
fon. 

At  Edinburgh,  Lady 
Lonifa  Orde,  a  fon. 

At  the  houfe  of  her  fa¬ 
ther,  the  late  Lord 
Ciarina,  the  Hon  .Mrs* 
Stack,  a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  Caroline  Barham, 
a  fon, 

JLmll  1.  At  Armagh,  the  Lady  of 
i  the  Horn  and  Rev, 


the  Lord  Primate,  a 
fon. 


April  10.  At  Dublin,  Lady  Redefo 
dale,  a  daughter. 

11.  Lady  Ailefbury,  a  fon. 
Lady  Charlotte  Drum¬ 
mond,  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Capt.  Richard  Kinu, 
a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Lafcelles,  a 
daughter. 

18.  Lady  Graves,  a  fon  and 

heir. 

19.  The  Countefs  of  Eufton, 

a  fon. 

21.  Lady  Rous,  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  William  Ca¬ 
pe],  a  fon. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Captain  Hunter, 
a  daughter. 

May  1 .  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Leigh, 
a  daughter. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Maitland,  a 
fon. 

2.  Vicountefs  Folkftone,  a 
daughter 

At  the  Earl  of  Derby’s, 
Lady  Stanley,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

8*  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Smith,  a 
daughter. 

9.  The  Duchefs  of  Beau¬ 
fort,  a  daughter. 

10.  Vicountefs  Morpeth,  a. 

daughter. 

1 1 .  The  Duchefs  of  Bedford, 

a  fen. 

12.  Lady  Harriet  Frampton, 

a  fon. 


13> 


Lady  Kerrfngton,  a 
daughter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  R.ev.  Mr.  Cath, 
e&rt,  a  daughter. 
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May  20.  LadyMuIgrave,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

23.  At  Edinburgh,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Oliphant  Mur¬ 
ray,  a  fon. 

25.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Thomas, 
a  daughter. 

30.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
John  Dutton,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Lately  in  Ely-place, 
Dublin,  the  Lady  of 
the  Hon.  and  Rev.  the 
Dean  of  Ardagh,  a 
daughter. 

Tune  2.  Lady  Elizabeth  Talk,  a 
fon. 

6.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

G.  Browne,  a  fon. 

V.  The  Emprefs  of  Ger¬ 
many,  an  Archduchefs. 

The  Countefs  of  Briftol, 
a  daughter. 

15;  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Kennaway,  Bart,  a 
fon. 

1 6.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Wing¬ 
field,  Stratford,  a 
daughter,  which  died 
foon  after  its  birth. 

The  liady  of  the  Hon. 
Major-Gen.  Forbes,  a 
fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Kenyon,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Stephen- 
fon,  a  daughter. 

22.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Wil¬ 
liam  Beauclerk,  a 
daughter. 

July  6.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

and  Rev.  Thomas  de 
Grey,  a  fon. 

7.  The  Marchioncfsof Win- 

chert er,  a  fon. 

II,  Lady  Mary  Catharine 
Myers,  a  daughter. 


July  13.  Lady  Charlotte  Baillie, 
a  fon. 

17,  Lady  Charlotte  WelleC- 
ley,  a  fon. 

26.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Gunning, 
a  fon. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Nares,  a 
daughter." 

Aug.  14,  Lady  Charlotte,  Wing.* 
field,  a  daughter. 

21,  Lady  Henry  Stuart,  a 
fon. 

At  Cardrofs,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Erikine,  a  fon. 

25.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Pel¬ 

ham,  a  fon. 

At  Maryfield,  near  Li¬ 
merick,  the  Lady  of 
the  Hon.  George  Maf- 
fy,  a  daughter. 

Lady  Emily  Wellefiey,  a 
fon. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Bathurff, 
a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Lion. 
Lieut.  CoL  Crieghton, 
a  fon. 

Sept.  1,  At  Rome,  the  Lady  of 
the  Hon.  Edward 
Plunkett,  a  fon. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Ryder, 
a  fon. 

26.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Edward  j.  Turpour,  a 
fon. 

27.  The  Duchefs  of  Man- 

chefter,  a  daughter. 

28.  The  Lady  of  the  Earl  of 

Southampton,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

oa.  2.  Lady  Margaret  Walpole, 
a  daughter, 

5.  The  Countefs  of  Albe¬ 
marle,  a  for;. 

8.  At  Ards,  county  of  Do¬ 
negal,  Lady  Mary 
Stewart,  a  daughter. 
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OR,  j  i.  The  Hon.  Lady  Shaw,  a 
fon. 

At  Ochfertyre,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  Lady  Mary  Mur¬ 
ray,  a  fon. 

25.  At  Powerfcourt-houfe, 
Dublin,  theVifcountefs 
Powerfcourt,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

29.  Lady  Elizabeth  Talbot, 
wife  of  the  Dean  of 
Exeter,  a  daughter. 

At  Brunfwick,  Princefs 
William  of  Brunfwick, 
a  prince, 

Nov.  3.  Lady  Mainwaring,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Vifcountefs  Andover,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

15.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon, 

John  Simpfon,  a  fon, 

16.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Ben- 

tinek,  a  fon. 

37.  Vifcountefs  Brome,  a 
daughter. 

$o.  Vifcountefs  Chetvvynd,  a  ■ 
fon. 

Lady  Bruce,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

Lately,  the  hereditary 
Princefs  of  Naples, 
fiffer  to  the  Ouecn  of 
Etruria,  a  princefs, 
who  was  baptized  by 
the  name  of  Lou  if i 
Caroline.,  and  thirteen 
others. 

Dec.  3,  Lady  Ogiibie,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

II.  In  Dominick -ft.  Dublin, 
the  Lady  of  the  Bifhcp 
of  Down,  a  fon. 

1 3 ,  The  Queen  of  Pruftia,  a 
prince. 

23.  Vifcountefs  Afhbrook,  a 
fon. 

1 1 .  Lady  Charlotte  Hov/ard* 
a  daughter* 


MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  1804. 

Jan.  1.  At  Edinburgh,  Lord  John 
Campbell,  fecond  fon 
of  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  to  Mifs  Camp¬ 
bell,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Efq.  of  Fair- 
field. 

5.  At  Dundas  Caftie,  Sir 
William  Pulteney, 
Bart,  ofWefterhall,  to 
the  widow  of  And. 
Stuart,  Efq.  of  Caftle- 
milk  and  Torraine. 

11,  At  the  court  chapel  at 

Saint  Peterfburgh,  the 
hereditary  Prince  of 
Saxe  Weimar,  to  the 
Grand  Duchefs  of  Ruf- 
fia,  Maria- Paulina,  Lif¬ 
ter  to  the  Emperor. 

12.  At  Berlin,  Prince  Wil¬ 

liam,  brother  to  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  to 
the  Princefs  of  Hclfe 
Homberg. 

26.  At  Naveftock,  county  of 
Elfex,  Nathaniel  Mic- 
klethwait,  Efq.  of 
Beefton-hall,  Norfolk, 
to  Lady  Maria  Wii- 
helmina  Waldegrave, 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Birch, 
Dean  orf  Battle,  to 
the  third  daughter  of 
Charles  Gordon,  Efq. 
ofWoodhoufe,  county 
of  Aberdeen,  and  neice 
to  Lord  Glenbervie. 

Match 3.  At  Caftlemartyr,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  John  Leflie,  Efq* 
of  Cork,  banker,  to  Ca¬ 
therine,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  John 
Hyde,  Efq.  of  Cregg, 
county  of  Cork,  filler 
to  Vifcountefs  Boyle. 
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April  i  2.  Charles  Godfrey,  Efq. 

of  the  royal  artillery, 
to  Mifs  A.M.  Thur- 
low,  third  daughter  of 
the  late  Bilhop  of  Dur¬ 
ham,  and  niece  to  Lord 
Thurlow. 

20.  Hon.  Colonel  Stuart, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Gal¬ 
loway,  to  Mifs  Doug¬ 
las,  daughter  to  the 
Hon.  John  D.  and 
grand  daughter  of  Lord 
Harewood. 

24.  Captain  Charles  Fielding, 
R.  N.  nephew  to  the 
Earl  of  Winchelfea, 
to  Lady  Elizabeth- 
Therefa  Talbot,  relict 
of  the  late  William 
Davenport  T.  Efq.  of 
Lacock  Abbey,  Wilts, 
and  daughter  of  the 
late  Henry  Earl  of  11- 
chefter. 

May  5.  Bartholemew  Jefterey, 
Efq.  of  Throgmorton- 
ftreet,  to  Mifs  Molef- 
wortli,  daughter  of  the 
late  Richard  M.  Efq. 
and  niece  to  Lord  Vif- 
count  Molefworth. 

12.  Capt.  Barlo  Wilcken,  of 
the  King’s  Gerrpan 
Legion,  to  the  Ba- 
ronefs  Dorette  de  Buc. 

16.  The  Hon.  Lieut. -Col. De 
Grey,  elded  fon  of 
Lord  Walftngham,  to 
the  eldeft  daughter  of 
Paul  Cobb  Methuen, 
Efq.  ofCorfham-houfe, 
Wilts. 

At  the  Earl  of  Weft- 
moreland’s,  in  Berke- 
ley-fquare,  LordVil- 
liers,  fon  of  the  Earl 
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of  Jerfev,  to  Lady 
Sarah  Fane,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Weftmoreland. 

May  26.  At  the  Earl  of  Fortef- 
cue’s,  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  Lord  King,  to 
Lady  Hefter  Fortef- 
cue,  eldeft  daughter  to 
the  Earl  of  F. 

June  1 .  By  fpecial  licence,  at  Lord 
Yarborough’s,  in  Ar- 
lington-ftreet,  William 
Tenant,  Efq.  Alton 
Hall,  county  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  to  the  Hon. 
Charlotte  Pelham, 
fourth  daughter  of 
Lord  Yarborough. 

4.  The  Hon.  William 
George  Monckton, 
eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Vif- 
count  Galway,  to  Mifs 
Catherine  Elizabeth 
Handheld,  daughter  of 
the  late  Capt.  George 
Handheld. 

19.  At  Carlfruhe,  the  here¬ 

ditary  Prince  of  Heffe- 
Darmftadt,  to  the 
Princefs  Wilhelmina 
Louifa  of  Baden. 

20.  By  fpecial  licence,  at 

Lord  Weft  moreland’s 
■  houfe  in  Berkeley- 
fquare,  by  the  Bifhopof 
Cloyne,  Lord  Boring- 
don,  to  Lady  Augufta 
Fane,  fecond  daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Weft¬ 
moreland. 

July  3.  Major  Mitchell,  of  the 
26th  foot,  to  Lady 
Harriet  Somerfet, 
daughter  of  the  late  „ 
duke  of  Beaufort. 

4.  James  Stephens,  Efq.  to 

the 
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the  widow  of  Hugh 
Boyd,  Efq.  M.  P.  for 
the  county  of  Antrim, 
niece  to  Vifc.  Gosford. 

July  9.  At  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
houfe,  in  Upper  Brook - 
flreet,  by  fpecial  li¬ 
cence,  Lord  Vifcount 
Hinchinbrooke,  fonof 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
to  Lady  Louifa  Corry, 
niece  to  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh. 

12,  At  the  houfe  of  Lady 
Perth,  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  by  fpecial  li¬ 
cence,  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Moira,  to 
the  Countefs  of  Lou¬ 
don.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  the 
Bifhop of  London;  the 
Prince  of  Wales  gave 
the  bride's  hand;  and 
the  nuptials  were  at¬ 
tended  by  a  brilliant 
circle  of  the  nobility, 
their  friends.  After 
the.  ceremony,  the 
noble  earl  and  countefs 
fet  off  for  the  feat  of 
Lord  Keith,  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Court,  where,  and 
at  Bonington,  in  Lei- 
cefterlhire,  the  happy 
couple  paffed  the  time 
which  the  noble  lord 
could  be  fpared  from 
his  duty  as  commander 
in  chief  in  Scotland. 
The  countefs  accom¬ 
panied  him  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Edinburgh. 

19.  By  fpecial  licence,  at 
the  Earl  of  Tanker- 
ville’s,  in  Portmao* 
fquare,  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 


liam  Beresford,  t! 
Lady  Anna  Bennett. 

Aug.  8.  By  fpecial  licence,  at  St 
George’s,  Hanover, 
fquare,  the  Hon,  Col, 
Charles  Stewart,  for 
of  the  Earl  of  Lon. 
-donderry,  to  Lady  Ca. 
therine  Bligh,  fiftes 
to  the  Earl  of  Darn, 
ley. 

21.  At  Fulham,  Middlefex, 
by  fpecial  licence.  Lord 
Vifcount  Ranelagh,  ta 
Mifs  Stephens,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Philip  S, 
Bart. 

23.  At  Grove,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  by 
fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  Charles  Herbert 
Pierrepoint,  elded  fon 
of  Vifcount  Newark, 
and  M.  P.  for  the 
county,  to  the  eldeff 
daughter  of  A.  H. 
Eyre,  alfo  M.  P.  for 
that  county. 

Sept.  5.  At  Brandenburgh-houfe, 
by  fpecial  licence,  the 
Right  Hon.  Edward 
Broome,  to  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Col.  Francis  Down- 
man. 

6.  By  fpecial  licence,  at  the 
Earl’s  houfe,  in  Park- 
lane,  Hylton  Joliffe, 
Efq.,  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Petersfield, 
to  Lady  Elizabeth 
Rofe  Shirley,  daughter 
of  Earl  Ferrers. 

19.  Mr.  Afhford,  to  Mifs 
Arabella  Bechinal, 
lyder  to  the  Du  chefs  ot 
Roxburgh. 

o&? 
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The  Earl  of  Clonmell, 
to  Lady  C.  Greville, 
daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Warwick. 

By  fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  Charles  Bagnal 
Agar,  to  Mifs  Hunt. 

The  Hon.  Herbert  Gard¬ 
ner,  fon  of  Admiral 
Lord  Gardner,  to  the 
youngeft  daughter  of 
the  late  John  Cornwall, 

Efq. 

At  Dublin,  Brigadier- 
General  Payne,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Quin, 
daughter  of  Lord 
Adair. 

His  Excellency  Count 
St.  Martin  de  Front, 
many  years  embaffador 
from  Sardinia  to  this 
court,  to  Lady  Fleet- 
wood. 

At  Dalkeith-houfe,  in 
Scotland,  Lord  Mon¬ 
tagu,  to  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Lord 
Douglas,  of  Douglas. 

The  Hon.  Berkeley 
Paget,  youngeft  fon  of 
the  Earl  of  Uxbridge, 
to  Mifs  Grimftone, 
niece  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Grimftone. 

At  Jerfey,  Captain  John 
Le  Gros,  R.  N.  to  the 
widow  of  the  late 
George  Lempriere, 

Efq.  and  lifter  to  the 
Duke  de  Bouillon. 

Mr.  Courtenay,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  late  Bifhop 
of  Exeter,  to  the  Hon. 

Lady  Henriette  Leflie, 
daughter  of  the  Coun¬ 
sels  of  Rothes, 
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Efq.  to 
the  only  daughter  of 
Abel  Smith,  Efq.  and 
niece  to  Lord  Carrine- 
ton. 

5.  At  the  Vifcountefs  Dun¬ 
can’s,  Major  Ferguf- 
fon,  of  the  Ayrfhire 
militia,  to  the  Hon. 
Henrietta  Duncan, 
daughter  of  the  late 
Admiral  Lord  Vif¬ 
count  Duncan. 

22.  Capt.  Foy,  to  the  Hon. 
Sophia  Courtenay,  lif¬ 
ter  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Courtenay. 

At  Dungannon  Park, Ty¬ 
rone,  Ireland,  the  Hon. 
Charles  Knox,  fon  of 
Lord  Vifcount  North¬ 
land,  to  Mrs.  Flet¬ 
cher.  ' 


PROMOTIONS  for  the  Year 
1804. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  3.  Hon.  Crop- 
ley  Alhley,  appointed  clerk  of  the 
deliveries  of  the  ordnance  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  vice  Hunt. 

War-Office ,  Jan.  7.  Brevet. 
To  be  brigadier-generals  in  the 
army  ferving  in  the  Windward  and 
Leeward  Caribbee  Illand  ftation  : 
Col.  Crofton  Vandeleur,  of  the 
46th  foot ;  Col. William  C.  Hughes, 
of  the  87  th  foot.  To  be  major  in 
the  army  :  Captain  Henry  Samuel 
Eyre,  of  the  12th  battalion  of  re¬ 
fer  ve.  To  be  afliftant-barrack- 

mafter-generals,  with  the  rank  of 
major  fo  long  as  their  fervices  fhall 
continue  in  the  barrack  depart¬ 
ment^  Brevet-Major  James  Mur¬ 
ray 


Nov.  29.  John  Sargent, 
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ray  Grant,  on  half  pay  of  the  3d 
foot-guards ;  Major  James  Brace, 
on  half  pay  of  Goreham's date  Pro¬ 
vincial  Regiment. — Staff.  Lieut, 
col.  Willoughby  Gordon,  afliftant- 
quarter-mafter-general  in  the  South¬ 
ern  diftritft,  to  be  deputy-barrack - 
maker-general  to  the  forces,  vice 
Major  Gen.  Hewgill,  refigned. 
To  be  infpedling  field-officers  of 
yeomanry  and  volunteer  corps  : 
Col.  John  Delves  Broughton,  on 
half  pay  of  the  106th  foot ;  Lieut, 
col.  Sir  R.  T.  Wilfon,  ‘Km.  on 
half  pay  of  Hompefch’s  mounted 

riflemen  ;  Major - Aubrey,  on 

half  pay  (with  the  rank  of  lieut. 
colonel  in  the  army  fo  long  as  he 
is  employed  ;)  Charles  Miller,  Efq. 
late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  ill; 
Wefi  India  regiment  (with  ditto;) 
Thomas  Probyn,  Efq.  late  lieut. 
col.  of  the  1 8th  foot  (with  ditto  ;) 
John  Storey,  late  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  2 1  ft  foot  (with  ditto)  — 
Hofpital  Staff.  Diftridl  furgeon, 

- -  Muttlebury,  to  be  furgeon 

to  the  forces.  Surgeon  Richard 
Humphries,  from  the  firft  dragoons, 
to  be  furgeon  of  a  recruiting  dif- 
tri<ft,  vice  Muttlebury. — Barracks. 
Cfea.  Maftey,  late  barrack  maker 
at  Maldon,  to  be  a  deputy  barrack 
maker  in  Great-Britain, 

W hit  eh  ally  Jan.  10.  Right  Hon. 
John  Earl  of  Saint  Vincent,  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  White,  Lieutenant- 
general  ot  the  Royal  marine  forces, 
and  K.  B.  Sir  Philip  Stephens,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Troubridge,  Barts. 
James  Adams,  John  Markham, 
and  John  Lemon,  Efqrs.  and  Sir 
Ha  rry  Burrard  Neale,  Bart,  ap¬ 
pointed  commifiioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  See. 


War-Office ,  Jan.  10.  Hofpital 
Staff.  Surgeon  Peter  Ormfby,  from 
the  2d  dragoon-guards,  to  be  fur¬ 
geon  to  the  forces  ferving  in  Ire¬ 
land,  vice  Comyns,  promoted. 
Surgeon  James  O'Connor,  from  the 
17  th  light  dragoons,  to  be  furgeon 
to  the  faid  forces,  vice  Biggar, 
promoted. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  13.  Charles 
Price,  Efq.  of  Spring  Grove, 
Richmond,  Surry,  created  a  Ba¬ 
ronet. — Samuel  Lyfons,  Efq.  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  appointed  keeper 
of  the  rolls  and  records  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  the  Towrer 
of  London,  vice  Aftle,  dec. 

Queen's  Palace ,  Jan.  20.  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart, 
fworn  of  His  Majefty’s  Privy 
Council. 

War  Office ,  Jan.  21.  Staff, 
Lieut.  Col.  John  James  Barlow, 
ot  the  61ft  foot,  to  be  deputy  in- 
fpeiftor  general  of  the  recruiting- 
ferv  ice,  and  fecond  in  command  at 
the  army  depot  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  vice  Farquhar,  dec.  Ma¬ 
jor  Henry  E.  Bunbury,  aftiftant 
quarter  maker  general,  to  be  an 
aftiftant  quarter  maker  general  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenal-colonel  in  the 
army,  vice  Gordon,  appointed 
deputy  barrack  maker  general. 
Capt.  Henry  Darling,  from  the 
68th  foot,  to  be  a  permanent  a f- 
fiftant  in  the  quarter  mafter  ge¬ 
neral's  department,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  colonels  in  the  army 
fo  long  only  as  they  (hall  continue 
to  hold  thofe  appointments,  viz. 
Col.  Walter  Cliffe,  on  half  pay  oi 
the  9th  foot ;  Col.  S.  P.  de  L’Hofte, 
on  half  pay  of  the  late  104th  foot ; 
Lieut.  Col.  James  Hare,  on  hall 
pay  of  the  28th  light  dragoons  ; 
Major  John  Cooke,  on  ditto  ; 
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Nat.  Webb,  Efq.  late  major  of 
the  third  battalion  of  referve  ; 
Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Armltrong, 
on  hall  pay  of  the  late  independent 
companies;  Benjamin  Williamfon, 
Efq.  late  lieu t.  col.  of  the  Caith- 
nefs  Highlanders ;  Lieut.  col.  James 
Robinl'on,  on  halt  pay  of  the  15th 
foot  ;  Lieut,  col.  Erlkine  Frafer, 
on  half  pay  of  the  109th  foot; 
George  Callander,  Etq.  late  lieut. 
col.  of  the  rifle  corps ;  C.  Ma. 
chell,  Efq.  late  major  of  the  15th 
foot ;  Andrew  Corbet,  Efq.  late 
lieut.  col.  of  the  royal  horfe  guards ; 
W.  W.  Maxwell,  Efq.  late  lieut. 
col.  of  the  32a  foot ;  Major  Hugh 
Maxwell. — Barracks,  Major  Ed¬ 
ward  B.  Frederick,  affiilant  bar¬ 
rack  mailer  general,  to  be  princi¬ 
pal  affikant  barrack  mailer  general, 
with  the  rank  of  lieut.  col,  in  the 
army  lo  long  as  he  holds  the  ap¬ 
pointment  in  the  barrack  depart¬ 
ment.  George  Dennis,  Efq.  late 
lieut.  col.  in  the  43d  foot,  to  be 
an  affikant  barrack  maker  general, 
with  the  rank  of  major  in  the  army 
fo  lone  as  he  fhall  continue  in  the 

O 

barrack  department. 

Downing  Street,  Jan.  24.  Lieut, 
gen.  William  Meyers,  appointed 
commander  of  his  Majeky’s  forces 
ferving  in  the  Windward  and  Re¬ 
ward  Charibbee  Ifland  kation,  vice 
Grinfield,  dec. 

•  War  Office,  Jan.  24.  Barracks, 
Robert  Cooke,  quarter  maker  of 
the  91k  foot,  and  John  D.  Forth, 
late  of  the  ill  Surrey  militia,  to 
be  barrack  makers  in  Great  Britain. 

Dcavuivg  S t rect ,  J  an .  2  3* .  M a j  o r 
general  John  Stuart,  appointed 
lieutenant  governor  of  his  Ma- 
jeky’s  ifland  of  Grenada. 

War  Office ,  Jan.  28.  Staff- 
Hugh  Houkown,  Efq.  late  major 
•f  the  85  th  foot,  to  be  an  in- 


fpeffing  field  officer  of  yeomanry 
and  volunteer  corps,  with  tempo¬ 
rary  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  army  fo  long  as  he  continues 
empl6yed. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  31.  Rev.  Rob. 
Holmes,  D.  D.  appointed  dean  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Wincheker, 
vice  Ogle,  dec. — Rev.  William 
Howley,  M.  A,  to  be  a  canon  of 
the  Cathedral  Church  of  Chrik,  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  vice 
Holmes,  refigned.  —  Rev.  Hen. 
Lewis  Hobart,  M.  A.  to  be  pre¬ 
bendary  of  the  Metropolitical 
Church  of  Canterbury,  <t nee  Storer, 
dee. — Mr.  Robert  Jamefon,  ap¬ 
pointed  Regius  RrofefTor  of  Natural 
Hikory,  and  keeper  of  the  nm- 
feum  or  repofitory  of  natural  cu- 
rioli ties  in  the  CJniverfity  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  vice  Walker,  dec. 

Whitehall ,  Feb.  4.  Right  Hort. 
Flenry  Wei  bore,  vifeount  and  ba¬ 
ron  Clifden,  of  Gowran,  co.  Kil¬ 
kenny,  Ireland,  and  baron  Men- 
dip,  of  Mendip,  co.  Somerfet 
(fon  and  heir  of  James  late  vif¬ 
eount  and  baron  Clifden  aforefaid, 
and  grandfon  of  Henry  Agar,  of 
Gowran,  Efq.  by  Anne  his  wife, 
filler  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  VVel- 
bore  Baron  Mendip,  dec.)  to  af- 
furne  the  furname  and  bear  the 
arms  of  Ellis  only. 

War  Office ,  Feb.  7.  Staff,  To 
be  infpebting  field  officers  of  yeo¬ 
manry  and  volunteer  corps :  Lieut, 
col.  Thomas  Bradford,  on  half 
pay  of  the  late  Nottingham  fen- 
cibles  ;  Lieut,  col.  Hugh  Baillie, 
of  the  late  Surry  rangers.  To  be 
ditto,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonels  in  the  army  fo  long  only 
as  they  fhall  continue  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  :  E.  J.  Taylor,  Efq.  late 
lieut.  col.  of  the  26th  light  dra¬ 
goons  ;  John  SUdden.  Efq.  late 

lieut. 
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lieut.  col.  of  the  86th  foot ;  John 
Gordon,  Efq.  late  major  of  the 
38th  foot. 

Queen’s  Palace,  Feb.  8.  Right 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Bond,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Earl  of  Liverpool,  to  be  prefident 
of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council 
appointed  for  the  confideration  of 
all  matters  relating  to  trade  and 
foreign  plantations. 

War  Office,  Feb.  11.  Gariifon. 
Thomas  Dodd,  Efq.  captain  in  the 
royal  artillery,  to  be  fecretary  to 
the  governor  of  the  garrifon  of 
Gibraltar,  vice  Raleigh,  reflgned. 

Carlton Houfe ,  March  3.  Richard 
Brinfley  Sheridan,  Efq.  appointed 
(by  the  Prince  of  Wales)  receiver- 
general  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall, 
vice  Lord  Eliot,  deceafed. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  23.  Sir 
Richard  Onflow,  Bart.  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  Knt.  Benjamin  Caldwell, 
Efq.  Hon.  William  Cornwallis, 
Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be  Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  White.  -—Thomas 
Mackenzie,  Efq.  Sir  Roger  Curtis, 
Bart.  Sir  Henry  Harvey,  K.  B. 
Robert  Man,  Efq.  Chtiftopher 
Holmes  Everitt  Calmady,  Efq. 
John  Bourmafter,  Efq.  Sir  George 
Young,  Knt.  John  Henry,-  Efq. 
Richard  Rodney  Bligh,  Efq.  Alex¬ 
ander  Grarme,  Efq.  G.  Keppal, 
Efq.  Vice  Admirals  of  the  Red, 
to  be  Admirals  of  the  Blue. — 
Ifaac  Prefcott,  Efq.  John  Bazely, 
Efq.  Thomas  Spry,  Efq.  Sir  John 
Orde,  Bart.  William  Young,  Efq. 
James  Gambler,  Efq.  Sir  Andrew 
Mitchell,  K.  B.  Charles  Chamber- 
layne,  Efq.  Peter  Rainier,  Efq. 
Vice  Admirals  of  the  White  ;  and 
Chriflopher  Parker,  Efq.  Philip 
Patton,  Efq.  Sir  Charles  Morice 
jPole,  Bart.  Vice  Admirals  of  the 
BJue,  to  be  Vice  Admirals  of  the 


Red.  —  John  Brown,  Efq.  John 
Leigh  Douglas,  Efq.  William  Swi- 
ney,  Efq.  Charles  Edmund  Nu¬ 
gent,  Efq.  Charles  Powel  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Efq.  Edmund  Dod,  Efq, 
Right  Hon.  Horatio  VifcountNel- 
fon,  K.  B.  Sir  Charles  Cotton, 
Bart.  Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue  ; 
and  John  Thomas,  Efq.  James 
Brine,  Efq.  John  Pakenham,  Efq. 
Sir  Erafmus  Gower,  Knt.  John 
Holloway,  Efq.  Rear  Admirals  of 
the  Red,  to  be  Vice  Admirals  of 
the  White.— George  Wilfon,  Efq, 
Sir  Charles  Henry  Knowles,  Bart. 
Hon.  Thomas  Pakenham,  Robert 
D  cans,  Efq.  Cuthbert  Coliing- 
wood,  Efq.  James  Hawkins  Wit- 
fhed,  Efq.  Arthur  Kempe,  Efq. 
Smith  Child,  Efq.  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Charles  Lecale,  Thomas  Tay¬ 
lor,  Efq.  Sir  John  Thomas  Duck¬ 
worth,  K.  B.  Sir  Robert  Calder, 
Bart.  Pvear  Admirals  of  the  Red, 
to  be  Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue. — 
James  Richard  Dacres,  Efq.  Hon. 
George  Cranfield  Berkeley,  Tho¬ 
mas  Weft,  Efq.  James  Douglas, 
Efq.  Peter  Aplin,  Efq.  Plenry 
Savage,  Efq.  Bartholomew  Samuel 
Rowley,  Efq.  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
ton,  Bart.  George  Bowen,  Efq. 
Robert  Montagu,  Efq.  John  Fer- 
guflon,  Efq.  Edward  :  Edwards, 
Efq.  Sir  John  Boriafe  Warren, 
Bart,  and  K.  B.  Edward  Tyrrel 
Smith,  Efq.  Sir  Thomas  Graves, 
K.  B.  Thomas  Macnamara  Ruftel, 
Efq,  Sylverius  Moriarty,  Efq.  Sir 
Henry  Trollope,  Knt.  Rear  Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  White ;  and  Hon. 
Henry  Edwin  Stanhope,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Mac  Douall,  Efq.  Rear  Ad¬ 
mirals  oi  the  Blue,  to  be  Rear  Ad¬ 
mirals  ol  the  Red. — Billy  Douglas, 
Efq.  John  Wickey,  Efq.  John 
Inglis,  Efq.  John  Fifh,  Efq.  John 
Knight,  Efq.  Edward  Thorn- 

brough, 
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brought  Efq.  James  Kempthorne, 
Efq.  Sarnpton  Edwards,  Efq.  Geo. 
Campbell,  Efq.  Henry  Cromwell, 
Efq.  Arthur  Phillip,  Efq.  Sir 
William  George  Fairfax,  Knt.  Sir 
James  Saumarez,  Bart,  and  K.  B. 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White. — 
Captain  Thomas  Drury,  Efq.  Al- 
bermarle  Bertie,  Efq.  Right  Hon. 
William  Earl  of  Northefk,  James 
Vafhon,  Efq.  Sir  William  Henry 
Douglas,  Bart.  Thomas  Wells, 
Efq.  Sir  Edward  Peilew,  Bart. 
Ifaae  Coffin,  Efq.  to  be  Rear  Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  White.  Captains 
John  Aylmer,  Efq.  Samuel  Oiborn, 
Efq.  Richard  Boger,  Efq.  Jonathan 
Faulkner,  Efq.  John  Child  Purvis, 
Efq.  Theophilus  Jones,  Efq..  Wm, 
Domett,  Efq.  William  Woleiley, 
Efq.  John  Manley,  Efq.  George 
Murray,  Efq.  Hon.  Alexander 
Forrefter  Cochrane,  Sir  Thomas 
Troubridge,  Bart.  K.  F.  John 
Markham,  Efq.  flenry  D’Efterre 
Darby,  Efq.  Edward  Bo  water, 
Efq.  Sir  Thomas  Louis,  K.  F. 
and  K.  M.  T.  to  be  Rear  Admirals 
of  the  Blue. — George  Martin  ,  Efq. 
Sir  Richard  John  Strachan,  Bart, 
and  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  Knt. 
appointed  colonels  of  his  Majefty’s 
marine  forces,  vice  Sir  Edward 
Peilew,  Bart.  William  Domett, 
Elq.  and  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge, 
Bart,  appointed  flag  officers  of  his 
Majefty’s  fleet. 

Whitehall ,  May  3.  Charles  Ca¬ 
meron,  Efq.  appointed  captain, 
general  and  governor  in  chief  of 
the  Bahama  Iflands,  took  the  oaths 
appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  his  Majefty’s  planta¬ 
tions. 

Queen's.  Palace,  May  8.  Right 
tdon.  Sir  James  Mansfield,  Knt. 
^pointed  lord  chief  juft  tee  of  his 
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MajefiWs  court  of  common  pleas, 
'vice  Lord  A1  vanley,  deceafed,,  fworn 
of  his  Majefty’s  molt  honourable 
privy  council. 

Whitehall ,  May  12.  Right 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  appointed 
chancellor  and  under- treafurer  of 
his  Majefty’s  exchequer. — Right 
Hon.  Fdward  Baron  Clive,  created 
Baron  Powis,  of  Powis-caftle,  co* 
Montgomery,  Baron  Herbert,  of 
Chirbury,  co.  Salop,  Vifcount 
Clive  of  Ludlow,  co.  Salop,  and 
Earl  of  Powis,  co.  Montgomery. 
—William  Honyman,  of  Arma¬ 
dale  and  Greenway,  co.  Orkney1 
and  Linlithgow,  Efq.  Alexander 
Penrcfe  Camming  Gordon,  of  AH 
tyr  and  Gordonfton,  co.  Elgin,. 
Efq.  Richard  Jofeph  Sullivan,  of 
Thames  Dltion,  co.  Surrey,- Efq. 
Henry  Mainwarmg  Main  waring,  of 
Over  Peover,  co.  Chefter,  Efq,. 
M  lliiam  Middleton,  of  Crowfieid- 
hall,  co.  Suffolk,  Efq.  David  Max¬ 
well,  of  Cantonefs,  co.  Dumfries, 
Efq.  Drummond  Smith,  of  Tring- 
park,  co.  Herts,  with  remainder  to 
Charles  Smith,  of  Suttons,  co.  Ef- 
fex,  Efq,  William  Feltes,  of  Wham- 
prey,  co.  Dumfries,  Efq.  John  Benn 
Walih,  of  Ormathwaflie,  co.  Curn- 
bccland,  and  of  Warfield,  co.  Berks, 
Efq.  and  }o!tn  Lethbridge,  of 
Weftawny-houfe,  and  Winkley- 
court,  co.  Devon,  and  of  Sandhill- 
park,  co.  Somerfet,  Efq.  created 
Baronets. 

-- —  Cl  c e ,  May  14.  Right 

Hon.  George  Earl  of  Wincheifea 
and  Nottingham,  groom  of  the 
ftole  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  Right 
Lion.  George  Thynne,  commonly 
called  Lord  George  Thynne,  comp¬ 
troller  of  his  Majefty’s  houfehold, 
fworn  of  his  Majefty’s  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council.  —  Right 
Hon.  Dudley  Lord  Harrowbv,  ard 
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the  Right  Hon.  John  Jeffries  Earl 
Camden,  fworn  two  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of  Hate. 

Whitehall ,  May  i^.  Right' 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  George  Percy, 
Efq.  commonly  called  Lord  Lou- 
vaine,  James  Edward  Harris,  Efq. 
commonly  called  Vifcount'  Fitz- 
Harris,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Long,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Wei- 
leftey,  appointed  commhfioners  tor 
executing  the  office  of  Treafurer  ot 
his  Majefty’s  Exchequer. — Right 
Hon.  Henry  Vifcount  Melville, 
Sir  Philip  Stephens,  Bart*  James 
Gambler,  Efq.  Vice  Admiral  of 
the  Red,  Sir  Harry  Neale,  Bart. 
Sir  John  Colpoys,  K.  B.  and  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Blue,  Philip  Patton, 
Efq.  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Pled, 
and  William  Dickdnfon,  jun.  Efq. 
appointed  commiilioners  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  of  high  admiral  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland. 

Lord  Chamberlain's  Office,  May 
15.  Dr.  Samuel  Foart  Simmons, 
fworn  and  admitted  phyiician  ex¬ 
traordinary  to  the  King. 

Whitehall ,  May  19.  Ifaac  Cof¬ 
fin,  of  the  Magdelaine  Illands,  in 
the  Gulph  of  Saint  Lawrance,  Bri- 
tilli  North  America,  Efq.  Rear 
Admiral  of  the  White,  created  a 
baronet. — Right  Hon.  Wm.  Dun- 
das,  appointed  his  Majefty’s  fc- 
cretary  at  war. 

Donxming-fireet ,  May  19.  Jo- 
feph  Frederick  Wallett  Des  Banes, 
Efq.  appointed  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  Hand  of  Prince  Edward,  in 
America. 

Whitehall ,  May  26.  Right  Plon. 
Robert  Stewart,  commonly  called 
Vifcount  Calllereagh  ;  His  Grace 
William  Henry  Cavendifh,  Duke  of 
Portland,  K.  G.  preftdent  of  his 
Majefty  ’s  council the  Right  Hon.. 


Robert  Banks,  Baron  Hawkefbury  ; 
the  Right  Hon.  John  Jeffries  Earl 
Camden,  K.  G. ;  the  Right  Hon. 
Dudley  Baron  Harrowby,  his  Ma. 
jelly’s  three  principal  fecretaries 
of  Hate ;  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt,  chancellor  of  his  Majefty’s 
exchequer ;  the  Right  Hon.  Syl- 
vefler  Baron  Glenbervie  (of  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called 
Ireland) :  The  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Wallace;  and  Richard  French^ 
Efq.  commonly  called  Vifcount 
Dunlo;  appointed  his  Majefty’s 
commilfioners  for  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  India. — Right  Hon. 
George  Canning,  appointed  Trea- 
furer  of  his  Majefty’s  navy.— 
Right  Hon.  Aithur  Paget,  his 
Majefty’s  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  Vienna,  appointed  one  of  the 
knight  companions  of  the  moll  ho¬ 
nourable  order  of  the  Bath. 

Dublin-CaHle ,  May  29.  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Alexander, 
bifhop  of  Clonfert  and  Killaloe  and 
Kilfenora,  ‘vice  Right  -  Rev.  Dr. 
Charles  Lindfay,  tranllated  to  the 
bilhoprick  of  Kildare. 

Downing -ft  re  et ,  June  5.  Charles 
Arbuthnot  ,  Efq  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  ambafiador  extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary  to  the  Sublime 
Ottoman  Porte ;  Benjamin  Gar- 
like,  Efq.  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  Copenhagen  ;  Charles  Stuart, 
Efq.  fecretary  of  embaffy  to  the 
court  of  Saint  Peterfburg  ;  Edward 
Thornton,  Efq.  fecretary  of  le¬ 
gation  to  the  court  of  Berlin  ;  Au- 
guftus  Forfter,  Efq.  fecretary  of 
legation  to  the  United  States  of 
America ;  and  Frederick  Limde- 
man,  Efq.  conful  at  Embden. 

Queen's  Palace ,  June  6.  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Lord  Mulgrave,  fworn 

of 
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t<T  his  Majefty’s  moft  honourable 
privy  council. — Right  Hon.  George 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  appointed  (on 
the  14th  of  May)  lord  chamberlain 
of  his  Majefty’s  houfehold,  took 
the  ufual  oaths  thereupon  this  day  ; 
as,  did  the  Right  Hon,  George 
Earl  ofWinchelfea  and  Notting- 
ham,  on  being  appointed  (May  10) 
groom  of  the  ftole  to  his  Majefty. 
a—  Right  Hon.  Henry  Lord  Mul* 
grave,  fworn  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  and  county  palatine  of  Lan- 
cafter. — His  Grace  James  Duke  of 
Montrofe,  and,  in  his  abfence,  the 
Right  Hon.  George  Rofe,  ap¬ 
pointed  (this  day)  prefident  of  the 
committee  of  council  appointed  for 
the  confideration  of  all  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  trade  and  foreign  planta¬ 
tions. — Right  Hon,  Edward  Earl 
of  Powis,  appointed  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  counties  of  Salop  and 
Montgomery,  took. the  ufual  oaths 
thereupon  ;  as  did  the  Right  Hon. 
George  Talbot,  Lord  Dynevor, 
on  being  appointed  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Carmarthen. 

Whitehall ,  J une  2  3 .  David  Rae, 
of  Elkgrove,  co.  Mid -Lothian, 
Efq. ;  Col.  Sir  William  Clarke,  of 
Croftes  Green  Houfe,  in  the  city 
of  Cork ;  Henry  Harvey  Afton 
Bruce,  of  Downhill,  co.  London¬ 
derry,  clerk  ;  John  Lees,  of  Black- 
rock,  co.  Dublin,  Efq. ;  Samuel 
O’Malley,  of  Rofe-hill,  co.  Mayo, 
Efq.  j  and  William  Myers,  Efq.  ; 
commander  of  his  Majefty’s  forces 
in  the  Leeward  Illands ;  created 
baronets  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
with  remainder  to  their  lawful 
heirs  male. 

Queen's  Palace ,  June  ly.  Right 
Hon.  William  Drummond,  and 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Arbuthnot, 
fworn  of  his  Majefty’s  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council. 

Vol.  XLVI.or  Vofc.IV.  N»w 


Dublin  Cajlle^  July  ,  .  .  Rev« 
Dr.  Chriftopher  Betfon,  dean  of 
Waterford,  promoted  to  the  united 
bifhopricks  of  Clonfert  and  Kil- 
macduagh,  • vice  Right  Rev.  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Alexander,  tranflated  to 
the  bilhoprick  of  Killaloe  and  Kil- 
fen  ora. 

Queen's  Palace ,  July  1  ith.  Right 
Hon.  John  Thynne,  commonly 
called  Lord  John  Thynne,  vice¬ 
chamberlain  of  his  Majefty’s  houfe¬ 
hold,  fworn  of  his  Majefty’s  molfe 
honourable  privy  council. 

Whitehall ,  July  1  1.  Pvight  Hon* 
George  Rofe,  and  Plight  Hon.  Lord 
Charles  Henry  Somerfet,  appointed 
paymafter- general  of  his  Majefty’# 
forces. 

Whitehall ,  J uly  1 3*  James  Duk« 
of  Montrofe,  and  Lord  Charle# 
Spencer,  appointed  poftmafter-ge- 
neraL  ' 

Dsnjdning.ftreety  July  13.  Hon* 
Cecil  Jenkinfon,  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fecretary  of  legation  to  th© 
court  of  Vienna. 

Queen's  Palace ,  July  19.  Right 
Hon.  Granville  Levefon  Gower, 
commonly  called  Lord  Granville 
Levefon  Gower,  fworn  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  moft  honourable  privy 
council. 

Dovjning-Jlrrety  July  19*  Right 
Hon.  Granville  Levefon  Gower, 
appointed  embaftador-extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
St.  Peterlburg. 

Whitehall ,  J  uly  21.  F rancis  Sey¬ 
mour,  Marquis  of  Hertford,  ap¬ 
pointed  mafter  of  the  horfe  to  hi# 
Majefty  i 

Whitehall,  July  28.  Charle# 
Bifhop,  Efq.  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  procurator  in  all  caufes  and 
matters  maritime,  foreign,  civil, 
and  ecclefiaftical,  vice  Hefeltine, 
deceafed, 

Sk&iss.  •  S'  Aug, 
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i.  Right  Hon.  John 
Forfter ;  Right  "Hon.  Sir  Evan 
Nepean,  Bart,  chief  fecretary  to 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or 
the  chief  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieu, 
tenant  for  the  time  being,  or,  in 
the  abfence  of  the  chief  fecretary, 
the  under  fecretary  for  the  time 
being  for  the  civil  department  of 
the  faid  chief  fecretary ’s  office,  the 
Right  Hon.  Lodge  Lord  b  rank « 
fort,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Loftus 
Loftus,  commonly  called  1  ord  Vif- 
count  Loftus,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  appointed 
commiftioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s 
exchequer  in  Ireland. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  Forfter, 
appointed  chancellor  of  the  court 
erf  exchequer  in  Ireland. 

Sept.  r.  Gerard  Lake,  Efq. 
general  and  commander  of  his  Ma. 
jelly’s  forces  in  the  Fall  Indies, 
created  Baron  Lake,  of  Delhi  and 
Lafwary,  and  of  Aden  Clinton, 
co.  Buckingham.'— Major- general 
the  Hon.  Arthur  Welleftey,  created 
a  knight  of  the  Bath. 

si.  John  I.eard,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  conful  at  Ragufa, 

29 o  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  SufFex,  fworn  of  his  Ma¬ 
jesty's  mod  honourable  p  ivy 
council. 

Od,  2.  Robert  Beat,  D.  D. 
xedor  of  Aids  ley  cum  Silverley, 


and  vicar  of  Kirtling,  co.  Cam 


u  r 

bridge,  permitted  to  accept  and 
wear,  in  his  own  country,  the  en- 
figns  of  the  order  of  St.  Staniftaus, 
conferred  upon  him  Nov.  21,  1790 
|by  his  then  description  of  Robert 
Feat,  Efq.)  by  Stanidaus  Auguflus, 
late  king  of  Poland. 

13.  Sir  Robert  A  indie,  of 
Great  Torrington,  co.  Lincoln, 
Kot,  late  his  Majefty’s  amb^ffador 


at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  created  a 
baronet  of  the  united  kingdom, 
with  remainder  to  Robert  Sharp 
A  indie,  of  Market  Stainton,  in 
the  faid  county  of  Lincoln,  Efq0 
nephew  of  the  faid  Sir  Robert 
Aindie,  and  fori  of  General  George 
Aindie,  deceafed. — William  Bur¬ 
roughs,  Efq.'  late  advocate-general 
of  Bengal,  created  a  baronet  of  the 
united  kingdom. 

Whitehall <  Nov.  6.  Gen.  Sir 
Thomas  Trigge,  K.  B.  appointed 
lieutenant-general  of  the  Ordnance 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  vice  Gen, 
Vifcoun't  Howe. — Lieut,  col.  James 
Murray  Hadden,  appointed  fur- 
veyor-general  of  the  ordnance, 
vice  Lieut.  Gen.  Alexander  Rofs. 

Whitehall ,  Nov.  20.  Charles 
Hope,  Efq.  late  his  Majefty’s  ad¬ 
vocate  of  Scotland,  appointed  his 
Majefty’s  juftice  clerk  in  Scotland, 
mice  Sir  David  Pvae,  deceafed.—* 
Sir  James  Montgomery,  Bart,  of 
Stanhope,  advocate  and  prefentef 
of  fignafures,  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  advocate  in  Scotland,  vice 
Hope. 

Dublin  Caftte ,  Nov.  26.  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Alexander, 
bilhop  of  Killaloe  and  Kiltenora, 
tran Hated  to-  the  united  bilhop- 
ricks  of  Down  and  Connor,  vice 
Dr.-  William  Dixon,  deceafed. — - 
Rev.  Robert  Tottenham  (common¬ 
ly  called  Lord  Robert  Tottenham), 
promoted  to  the  bilhoprick  ot  Kil¬ 
laloe  and  Kilfenora,  vice  Alexander* 

War  Office,  Dec.  1 .  Lieut,  gen, 
the  Hon.  Henry  Fox,  having  al¬ 
ready  the  local  rank  of  general  in 
the  Mediterranean,  to  be  general 
in  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  alfo. 

Whitehall)  Dec.  29.  Sir  Rich. 
Bickerton,  Bart.  Rear  Admiral  oi 
the  Red,  permitted  (by  his  Ma« 
jelly)  tQ  accept  and  wear  the  in* 
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fignik  of  the  Ottoman  Imperial 
order  of  the  Crefcent  (of  thelupe- 
rior  decree)  tranfmitted  him  by  the 
Grand  Signior*  and  to  add  the  fame 
to  his  family  arms. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  31.  Major 
General  George  Beckwith,  appoint¬ 
ed  Captain  Genet al  and  Governor 
in  Chief  of  the  iflands  of  St,  Vin¬ 
cent,  Bequia,  and  fuch  other  iflands 
commonly  called  the  Grenadines  as 
lie  to  the  Northward  of  Cariacouj 
in  America. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1804, 

Jan.  7.  At  the  Palace  at  Wells* 
in  his  73  th  year*  the  Rev.  John 
Gooch,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Ely, 
and  Reflor  of  Ditton  and  Willing¬ 
ham,  in  Cambridgefhire,  fon  to 
Dt.  T.  G.  formerly  Bilhop  of 
Ely. 

8.  At  her  houfe  in  Clarges  ftreet, 
Berkeley  fquate,  in  her  74th  year* 
lady  Ann  Capel,  filler  to  the  late 
and  aunt  to  the  prefen t  earl  ol  Elfex. 

10.  At  Whitehall,  the  hon.  Mifs 
F.  Pelham,  lalt  furviving  daughter 
of  the  Right  hon.  Henry  Pelham, 
brother  of  the  old  duke  of  New- 
caftie,  and  filter  to  the  late  Lady 
Sondes. 

11.  At  the  Hotwells,  Briltol, 
Charlotte  Vifcountefs  Bolingbroke. 

12.  In  Saviile  row,  after  an  ill- 
nefs  of  many  months*  aged  70,  her 
Grace  Mary.  Anne  Duchefs  of  An- 
calter,  youngeft  daughter  of  the  late 
Major  Layard,  and  aunt  to  the 
late  dean  of  Briltol,  who  died  tall 
year.  She  had  by  the  Duke  one 
daughter,  born  1771,  married  to 
Lord  Milfington,  and  died  about 
2800. 

17.  In  Duke-ltreet,  Grofvenor- 
fquare^  after  a  few  hours  iiinefs,  of 


in  obltruHlon  occafioned  by  indi- 
geltion,  in  confequence  of  coming  td 
town  in  wet  clothes,  'Charlotte 
Count efs  dowager  of  Talbot,  born 
Marcrq  13,  1754-’  youngeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Wills,  firft  marquis  of  Down- 
lhlre,  by  the  Lady  Margaretta 
Fitzgerald,  filter  of  the  late,  and 
aunt  of  the  prefers  t  duke  of  Leinften 
Her  lady ffiip  was  filter  to  the  late! 
Marquis  ol  Downlhire,  and  the 
Marchionefs  of  Sali Usury  ;  and  has 
left  the  prefen  t  Earl  Talbot,  and 
his  brother,  the  lion.  Mr.  Talbot* 
her  only  children. 

18.  At  Newport,  in  the  lile  of 
Wight,  iri  his  7 3d  year,  the  Right 
hon.  Leonard  Lord  Holmes,  Baron 
Holmes,  of Kilmallock,  in  the  coun~ 
ty  of  Limerick. 

lo.  Suddenly*  at  Tenby,  the 
hon.  Mrs.  Acland,  reliT  of  the 
late  Rev.  Thomas  Acland,  of  Broad 
Cliff  Devon,  and  lifter  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  Vifcount  Hereford. 

22.  At  Holy-rood-houfe,  in 
Edinburgh,  James  Hamilton,  efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  the  late  Lord  A.  H 
and  lirlt  coufin  to  the  prefent 
Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon. 

26.  At  Paris,  the  Chevalier  D* 
Azzara,  late  Spanilh  ambaffador  at 
Rome,  and  afterwMrds  at  Paris. 

27.  At  Pifa,  Lady  M  ary  Eyre* 
relict  ol  Thomas  Eyre,  efq.  ofHaf- 
fop,  in  Derbylhire,  and  filler  the 
late  Henry*  Ear!  Fa  aeon  berg. 

Lately,  at  Munich,  in  Bavaria* 
Count  Haflang,  late  embaffador  at 
the  court  of  London. 

Fen.  ill.  At  his  feat  in  Corn-* 
wall*  in  his  74th  year,  Edward 
Graggs,  Lord  Eliot*  of  Saint 
German's,  fo  created  Jan.  30, 
1784.  His  lordfhip  in  1789,  by 
the  king's  permifiion,  took  the 
name  and  arms  of  Craggs*  He 
married,  1756,  Catherine,  foie 
*  F  z  daughtfg 
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daughter  and  heirefs  of  Edward  El- 
lifon,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  four 
fons  ;  two  of  whom  dying  young, 
he  is  fucceeded  by  the  third,  the 
hon*  John  Eliot,  M.  P.  (with  his 
brother,  the  hon.  William  E.)  for 
the  borough  of  Lifkeard,  co.  Corn, 
wall.  His  lordfhip  was  receiver 
general  (for  the  Prince  of  Wales) 
of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  in  which 
he  is  fucceeded  by  R.  B.  Sheridan, 
efq. 

9.  At  her  houfe  in  Somerfet- 
ftreet,  aged  76,  the  hon.  Mrs. 
Rothe,  widow  of  the  late  Count  de 
Rothe,  lieutenant  general  and  co¬ 
lonel,  proprietor  of  the  Irifh  re¬ 
giment  of  his  name  in  the  Ter  vice  of 
his  Mod  Chriftian  Majefty.  She 
was  the  only  daughter  of  Lucius 
Cary*  fifth  Lord  Vifcount  Falk¬ 
land,  by  his  fecond  wife,  Laura 
Dillon,  fifter  to  Henry,  eleventh 
Vifqount  Dillon,  and  to  theprefent 
Archbilhop  of  Narbonne. 

15.  At  Weft  Woodhay- houfe, 
«o.  Berks,  lady  Sloper,  relid  of  Sir 
Robert  Sloper,  K,  B.  and  yonsgeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Willes. 

At  Brighton,  aged  about  50,  in 
confequence  of  her  '  muilin-d refs 
catching  fire  in  her  bed-chamber, 
Lady  Warren,  widow  of  the  late 
Sir  George  Warren,  fifter  to  the 
Countefs  of  Liverpool,  aunt  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Dorfet,  and  fifter  by 
marriage,  to  Lord  Vifcount  Bulk- 
ley,  It  appears  that,  had  her  La- 
dyfhip  given  timely  alarm  her  life 
might  have  been  preferved  ;  but  fo 
little  apprehenfive  was  (lie  of  dan¬ 
ger,  from  the  accident  of  her  apron 
catching  fire,  that  the  did  not  con¬ 
ceive  it  neceftary  even  to  ring  the 
bell.  The  butler  was  firft  alarmed 
by  her  fereams,  and  on  his  entering 
the  room,  finding  her  Lady  Or  ip  all 


in  flames  from  head  to  foot,  !i? 
caught  her  by  the  arm  and  attempt* 
ed  to  wind  the  curtains  around  her, 
but,  being  made  of  linen,  they  im- 
mediatelycaught  fire,  and  one  whole 
fide  of  the  room  was  quickly  in  a 
blaze.  The  fervant  at  laft  iuc- 
ceeded  in  extinguifhing  the  flames, 
by  rolling  her  Ladyfhip  in  the  car¬ 
pet  ;  but  before  this  was  accom. 
pliftied,  her  arms,  neck,  and  bofom 
were  burnt  in  a  dreadful  manner. 
The  man’s  right  arm  and  both  his 
hands  were  likewife  much  burnt ; 
and  both  his  evebrows  were  fcorch- 

j 

ed,  Lord  and  Lady  Bulkeley  reach¬ 
ed  Brighton  in  fufficient  time  to  at¬ 
tend  the  laft  moments  of  their  la¬ 
mented  relative.  When  formerly  a 
maid  of  honour,  her  name  was  Mifs 
Biftiop.  Lady  Warren  was  a  very 
amiable  woman  ;  and  her  hufband. 
Sir  George,  had  only  been  dead 
about  two  years.  Though  poffefT- 
ed  of  an  income  of  3fi,oool. 
a-year,  he  left  her  with  a  jeinture 
which  fell  fho?t  of  ioool.  a  year. 
— The  liberality  and  opulence  of 
her  family  enabled  her,  however,  to 
maintain  her  priftine  fplendour.  It 
is  Angular  that  the  deceafedlady  and 
her  hulband  exhibited  allegations 
again  ft  each  other  in  Doctors’  Com¬ 
mons,  but  afterward  renewed  their 
conjugal  endearments,  and  lived  to¬ 
gether  till  the  death  of  the  latter. 
Her  ladyfhip  was  buried  at  Fare- 
ham,  Hants,  which  has  been  the 
burial  place  of  the  Bifhop  family 
for  many  years. 

21.  At  Kirchberg,  in  Germany, 
after  a  very  fhort  illnefs,  both  at 
the  fame  time,  Frederick  Everard, 
the  reigning  Prince  of  Iiohe niche, 
and  the  Princefs  his  confort,  born  a 
Countefs  of  Caftel-Remling ;  the 
former  had  reached  his  67th,  and  the 
latter  her  69th  year. 

24. 
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24.  In  Grofvenor  Place,  Anne, 
Countefsof  Upper  Oflbry,  daughte  r 
of  the  late  Lord  Ravenfworth,  by 
Anne,  only  daughter  of  Sir  Peter 
Delme,LordMayorof London.  This 
lady  was  married  on  the  29th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1756,  to  the  prefentDuke  of 
Grafton,  by  whom  fhe  had  iffue, La¬ 
dy  Georgiana,  born  in  May,  1757, 
married  in  June,  1778,  to  John 
Smyth,  of  Heath,  efq.  Yorkfhire, 
and  who  died  in  the  month  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1799,  leaving  ifiiie,  George 
Henry,  Earl  of  Eufton,  born  May 
S,  1757;  married,  June  16,  1784, 
to  Charlotte  Maria,  daughter  of  the 
fecond  Earl  of  Waldegrave,  by  the 
prefent  Duchefs  of  Gloucefler,  and 
by  her  has  iffue,  four  fons  and  four 
daughters,  viz.  Ipfwich,  Charles, 
William,  and  Hugh  George  ;  Ma. 
lia,  Laura,  Elizabeth,  and  Ifabella; 
a  Ion  born  in  1798,  died  in  a  few 
days  ;  Charles,  born  in  July, 
1764,  married  Mifs  Mundy,  who 
died  in  Angulf,  1797,  leaving  one 
fon,  Charles  Auguftus.  His  Lord- 
fh ip  afterward  married  Lady  Fran¬ 
ces  Stewart,  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Londonderry.  In  the  month  of 
March,  1769,  the  Duchefs  of  Graf¬ 
ton  was  divorced  from  the  Duke, 
by  aft  of  parliament,  and  in  the  fame 
month  fhe  married  the  Earl  of  Up¬ 
per  OlTory,  by  whom  fhe  had  two 
daughters,  Lady  Anne,  born  Fe¬ 
bruary  24,  1770,  and  Lady  Ger¬ 
trude. 

At  Kilmurry,  nearThomasftown, 
Ireland,  aged  98,  the  Countefs- 
Dowager  of  Carrick,  lifter  to  the 
Earl  of  Shannon,  and  mother  to  the 
prefent  Earl  of  Carrick. 

26.  At  hishoufe,  at  Hyde  Park, 
wife  of  Drummond  Smith,  efq.  Her 
death  is  attributed  to  immoderate 
grief  for  the  tfeath  of  her  filler. 


which  brought  on  a  violent  fever . 
Lady  CunlifF  is  inconfolable  for  the 
recent  lofs  of  her  two  daughters. 

At  Elherfield;  in  Germany,  in 
her  25th  year,  and  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy,  lady  Sykes,  wife  of  Sir 
Francis  William  Sykes,  bart.  of 
Bali Idon- park,  Berks,  niece  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Chandos,  grand  . daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  late,  and  niece  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  Lord  Henniker.  Through  her 

O 

amiable  difpofkion,  and  motherly 
care  of  an  infant-fon  affiifted  with 
the  fcarlet  fever,  her  lady  (hip  fell  a 
viftim . 

March  1.  At  Drefden,  in  her 
34th  year,  the  Princefs  Maximi¬ 
lian  of  Saxony,  born  Princefs  of 
Parma. 

6.  At  Bruffels,  aged  69,  Mar¬ 
quis  Gofwin  de  Fierlant,  coun¬ 
cillor  of  State  to  the  Emperor,  for¬ 
merly  prefident  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  in  Brabant,  and  knight  of  the 
Imperial  order  of  St.  Stephen, 

9.  Dr.  George  Lewis  Jones, 
bifhop  of  Kildare,  aud  dean  of  Chrift 
Church,  Dublin,  in  his  84th  year. 
He  was  of  King’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  B.  A.  1746,  M.  A.  1750, 
D.  D.  1772.  He  publifhed a  poem 
called  “  Alpha  and  Omega  •**  to 
which  was  added  the  third  chapter 
of  Habakkuk  ;  “  Refleftions  on  the 
Sea  fide,  &c.’’  4to.  In  1748  he 
had  the  living  of  Wingfield,  in 
Wiitfhire  ;  in  1770,  the  vicarage 
of  Kenninghall,  in  Norfolk.  In 
1774,  he  was  promoted  to  the  fee  of 
Kilmore  ;  from  whence  in  1790,  he 
was  tranflated  to  Kildare. 

10.  Thomas  Pitt,  L®rd  Camel# 
ford,  in  confequence  of  a  duel  on 
the  7th.  (See  the  Chronicle,  p, 

H-) 

At  Brighton,  in  his  fifteenth 
year,  the  bon.  Henry  Pomeroy* 
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onlyfon  of  Lord  Vifcount  Harber- 
ton. 

19.  At  his  houfe  in  St.  James’s 
Square,  in  his  64th  year*  John 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  Marquis  of 
Beaumont  and  Cesford,  Earl  of 
Roxburgh  and  Keifo,  Vifcount 
Broxmouth,  Baron  Kerr  of  Rox¬ 
burgh,  Cesford,  and  Cavertqn,  in 
Scotland,  and  alfo  Baron  and  Earl 
Kerr  of  Wakefield,  co.  York, 
principal  groom  of  the  fide  to  the 
King,  head  Lord  of  his  Majetty’s 
bed-chamber,  K*  T.  and  lord  lieu*, 
tenant  of  the  County  of  Roxburgh. 
His  grace  was  born  in  April,  1740, 
and  fucceeded  to  his  titles  and  ef- 
tates  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
Angufi  20,  1 75Y-  He  is  fucceed¬ 
ed  in  the  dukedom  of  Roxburgh, 
the  earldoms  of  Roxburgh  and  Kel- 
fo,  the  Vjfcpunty  of  Broxmouth, 
barony  of  Kerr,  8? c.  by  Lord  Bel- 
lenden,  who  is  married  to  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr,  Bicheno,  of  Windfor, 
and  niece  of  Sir  John  Smith  of  Dor- 
fellhire,  but  has  no  iffue.  His 
Grace  has  left  two  maiden  fitters, 
who  were  a  difiinguifhed  part  of 
the  beautiful  groupe  of  bridemaids 
that  attended  the  nuptial  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  their  prefent  Majefties. 
When  a  young  man,  he  was  as  re¬ 
markable  tor  his  perfonal  figure  as 
for  his  mental  accompbihmentst 
While  on  his  travels  he  is  faid  to 
have  formed  an  attachment  with  the 
elder  filler  of  her  prefent  Majefiy. 

At  his  houfe  in  Great  George, 
ftreet,  Weftminfter,  after  a  very 
(hort  iilnefs,  the  Right  horn  Richard 
Repper  Arden,  Lord  Alvanley, 
Chief  Juft  ice  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas.  His  Lordfhip  was  a 
younger  fon  of  an  ancient  family, 
which  pottefies  large  eliates  in  York¬ 
shire  and  Chelhire.  He  received 
Jus  early  education  at  a  free. School 


inYorklhire.  He  was  fent  thence  to 
continue  his  ftudies  at  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge.  At  that  univerfity, 
or  at  leaft  in  confequenceof  ftudying 
there,  he  obtained  the  private  and 
convivial  friendfhip  of  the  Right 
Hon.  William  Pitt.  He  came  early 
to  the  Temple,  and  after  the  muai 
courfe  of  juridical  ftudy,  was  called 
to  the  bar.  His  diligence,  and  the 
livelinefs  of  his  genius,  foon  re¬ 
commended  him  to  practice  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  His  fociety 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  the  delight 
of  his  private  friends.  He  had  fix¬ 
ed  his  refidence  in  Lincoln’s  inn, 
a*t@r  finifhing  his  ftudies  in  the 
Middle  Temple  \  and  it  is  faid 
that  he  there  lived  on  the  fame 
ftaircafe  vvith  the  late  prime  minif- 
ter,  and  that  they  ufed  there  to  af- 
fociate  very  much  together. — He 
had  not  been  many  years  at  the  bar, 
when  he  con t rafted  a  fuitable  mar* 
riaee  with  the  daughter  of  Richard 
Wilbraham  Bootle,  efq.  of  Chelhire, 
an  opulent  member  of  parliament. 
The  influence  of  his  own  and  his 
Lady’s  family,  brought  him  early 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He 
naturally  attached  himfelf  t©  his 
friend  Mr.  Pitt,  upon  the  great 
crifis  in  adminiftration  after  the 
American  war  :  and  he  is  faid  to 
have  then  had  influence  to  bring  an 
addition  of  fix  votes  in  the  Houfe 
to  the  fide  upon  which  he  chofe  to 
range  himfelf.  His  practice  at  the 
bar  had,  in  the  mean  time  fo  in- 
creafed,  as  to  give  him,  though  no 
favourite  of  Lord  Thurlow  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  very  confider- 
able  refpeftability  in  the  public  ef- 
timation  as  a  Lawyer.  By  the  zeal¬ 
ous  friendfhip  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  appointment  of 
Matter  of  the  Rolls,  upon  the  late 
Lord  Kenyon’s  elevation  to  prefide 
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in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.  He 
filled  that  important  office  with  great 
credit  to  himfelf  and  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  public,  till  the  tera  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  refignation.  Among  the 
changes  that  then  enfued,  he  was 
advanced  to  the  office  of  Chief  JuL 
tice  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas. 
He  was,  at  the  fame  time,  honoured 
with  a  peerage,  by  the  title  of  Ba¬ 
ron  Alvanley,  of  Alvariley,  in  the 
county-palatine  of  Chefier.  In  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  his  ar2.11- 
ments  and  judgments  have  been 
fuch,  as  not  a  little  to  exalt  the  ge¬ 
neral  efieem  for  his  talents. and  learn¬ 
ing  as  a  lawyer.  The  Court  has 
been  in  his  time  filled  with  fuitors 
and  with  b-ufinefs  ;  and  his  fenten- 
ces,  even  in  the  mod:  difficult  cafes, 
have  given  univerfal  farisfadlion.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  he  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  fpeaking  withfpirit, 
wit,  and  intelligence,  rather  than 
with  commanding  dignity.  To  his 
.exertions  as  a  fpeaker  in  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  even  dignity  of  manner 
has  not  been  wanting.  Pie  has  filled 
feveral  eminent  fituations  ;  and  in 
all  thefe,  has  been  found  more  than 
equal  to  his  place  and  to  the  expec¬ 
tations  of  the  public.  Plis  conduit 
in  private  life  has  been  uniformly 
upright  and  amiable.  His  death  is 
lamented  as  a  Id's  to  his  country. 
He  is  fucceeded  in  the  peerage  of 
Alvanley  by  his  elded  fon. 

27.  At  Brompton -grove,  Maria 
Louifa,  Francoife  D’Efparres  La 
jLufan,  Comteffe  De  Pdladron,  Her 
remains  were  deoofited  in  a  vault 
in  St.  Pancras.  church-yard,  with 
great  funeral  pomp  ;  the  body  feeing 
fird  embalmed  and  enclofed  in  a 
lead  coffin,  the  outfide  of  whieji  was 
a  cafe  ornamented  with  great  fade 
and  fplendour.  The  funeral  pro- 
eeffion  moved  along  in  the  following 
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order  ;  Two  mutes  ;  four  pried s  in 
their  robes  ;  two  men  bearing  an 
urn,  in  which  the  heart  of  the  de- 
ceafed  was  inclofed  ;  the  body* 
with  the  pall  fupported  by  friends 
of  the  deceafed  ;  and  eighteeh 
mourners.  Among  the  latter  were 
feveral  relations  of  the  deceafed, 
who  were  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
and  the  dame  du  palais  to  the  late 
unfortunate  Oueen  of  France.  The 
above  funeral,  was  however,  merely 
of  a  temporary  nature,  as  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  Countefs  are  to  be  re¬ 
moved  to  Paris  after  the  war,  to  be 
interred  in  the  vaults  of  her  an- 
ceftors. 

28.  At  Montreal,  the  lion, 
William  PiftAmherft,  feeond  fon  of 
Lord  A. 

At  Bath,  Charles  Dormer,  Lord 
Dormer,  of  Wenge,  and  a  baronet. 
He  was  born  1723. 

April  9.  Lord  Vifcount  Bury, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle. 

12.  At  Dupplin  Cadle  in  Perth- 
(hire,  after  a  lingering  illnefs, 
Robert  Auriol  Drummond  Hay, 
eighth  earl  of  Kinnoull,  vifcount 
Dupplin  and  baron  Hay.  He  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father,  in  1758,  having 
been  M.  P.  for  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge  in  the  parliament  of 
1741,  1747,  and  175:4,  in  the  two 
Jail  of  which  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  privileges  and 
elections.  In  1741  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
revenue  in  Ireland  ;  in  1746,  one 
of  the  commifiioners  of  trade  and 
plantations  ;  in  1734  one  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  treafnry,  and 
joint  pay-mailer  of  the  forces  with 
the  Earl  of  Darlington  ;  m  1757# 
firft  lord  of  trade  ;  and  in  17^8, 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  and  coun¬ 
ty  Palatine  of  Lancafter,  and  one 
of  his  Majefty's  moll  honourable 
*  F  4  Prity 
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Privy  Council;  in  1759,  embafta- 
dor  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  at 
whofe  court  he  refided  only  a  few 
months,  and  returned  to  England 
the  following  year.  In  1741  he 
married  Conftantia,  daughter  of 
John  Kerle-Emby,  efq.  ol  Whe- 
tham,  co.  Wilts,  who  died  17 53, 
without  any  furviving  ilfue.  He 
was  the  eldeft  fon  of  George,  fe- 
venth  earl  of  Kinnoull,  created  by 
Queen  Anne,  1712  a  baron  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Hay, 
baron  Hay  of  Pedwarjin,  co.  He¬ 
reford,  who,  by  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford,  lord  trea^ 
iurer,  had  three  other  fons  ;  Ro¬ 
bert  Archbifhop  of  York,  died 
177 6  ;  John,  reftor  of  Epworth, 
co.  Lincoln,  deceafed  ;  and  Edward, 
conful  at  Cadia  and  Portugal,  and 
embaffador  plenipotentiary. 

12.  At  Malta,  Lady  Georgiana 
Stewart,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Galloway. 

13.  Found  burnt  to  death,  at 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  Lady 
Glanville,  of  Manchefter  ftreet, 
widow  of  Sir  John  G.  The  chair 
on  which  fhe  had  been  fitting  was 
partly  confumed  ;  but  the  fire  had 
not  communicated  toany  other  part 
of  the  room.  It  isfuppofed  fhe  fat 
down  in  the  chair  for  the  purpofe  of 
reading,  and  fieep  overpowering 
her,  the  candle  had  fet  fire  to  her 
clothes. 

14.  In  her  2 1  ft  year.  Lady  Har¬ 
riet  Fitzroy,  feventh  daughter 
of  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Graf¬ 
ton. 

19.  In  Hinde  ftreet,  Manchefter 
fquare,  Eleanor  vifcountefs  of  Wen- 
jnan,j  relid  of  the  late  Philip  Wen- 
man,  who  died  at  Bath  in  1800,  to 
whom  fhe  was  married  July  7, 
S766,  fifth  daughter  of  Earl  Wil¬ 
loughby  earl  of  Abingdon,  and  aunt 


to  the  prefent  earl.  On  the  2 6 tit 
her  remains  were  removed  from  her 
houfe  in  Hinde  ftreet,  for  interment 
to  Thane  Park,  Oxfordfhire. 

20.  At  the  Hot  wells,  Briftol,  the 
hon.  Mrs.  Hobart. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Reign  - 
Duke  of  Saxe  Gotha  ;  born  Janu¬ 
ary,  30,  1 7 47.  He  forbade,  in  his 
will,  all  ceremony  to  be  performed 
at  his  burial,  except  fuch  as  are 
ufual  for  his  low  eft  fubjeifts.  He 
defired  to  be  buried  in  his  Englifh 
garden,  at  the  feet  of  the  coffins 
containing  the  bodies  of  two  of  his 
formerly  deceafed  children.  No 
fpeechor  fermon  was  to  be  pronounc¬ 
ed  on  the  occafion,  and  no  monu¬ 
ment  to  be  erededover  his  remains  s 
but  he  defired  his  fecond  fon,  Prince 
Frederick,  would  place  a  tree  upon 
his  grave.  To  this  prince  he  has 
bequeathed  his  Englifh  garden, 
which  is  to  be  open,  as  formerly,  to 
all  vifitors.  The  fimpie  funeral 
ceremony  of  this  fovereign  took 
pbce  on  the  night  of  the  23th  of 
April,  according  to  the  wifti  ex- 
prefted  in  his  will.  The  grave  was 
dug  on  the  ifland,  in  the  Englifti 
garden.  The  reigning  duchefs, 
with  her  child  on  her  arm,  had,  the 
evening  before  ftrewed  flowers 
round  the  grave.  The  midnight 
hour  ftruck  when  the  body  entered 
the  garden,  carried  by  the  fervants 
of  the  late  duke.  The  walk  to  the 
ifland  was  laid  with  black  cloth, 
as  likewife  was  the  boat  that  car¬ 
ried  it  over.  A  dark  but  quiet 
night  favoured  the  performance  of 
the  ceremony,  which  was  only  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  fighs  and  fears  of 
all  prefent,  which  ran  in  abundance 
on  the  coffin.  The  grave  had  been 
dug  by  the  courtiers  of  his  late 
highnefs,  and  was  filled  by  the 
hands  of  the  members  of  his  family. 

No 


CHRONICLE. 


Wo  drums  were  beat,  no  fermon  was 
pronounced,  no  cannons  were  fired 
ro  bells  were  tolled. 

May  i.  At  his  houfe  in  Princes 
ftreet,  Edinburgh,  the  lady  of  the 
hon.  Henry  Erikine. 

2.  At  Pembroke- houfe,  in  Privy 
Gardens,  Whitehall,  aged  51, 
Henry  Cecil,  marquis  of  Exeter, 
tenthearl  ofExeter,  baron  Burleigh, 
joint  hereditary  grand  almoner  to 
the  King  in  feey  L.  L.  D.  F.  R.S. 
vice-prefident  of  the  Society  of  An¬ 
tiquaries,  and  a  moll;  liberal  patron 
to  the  town  of  Stamford.  He  was 
the  fon  of  the  hon.  T.  Chambers 
Cecil,  (fon  of  Brovvnlow,  eighth 
earl  ofExeter)  by  Charlotte  Gon- 
ner,  who  died  Jan.  3.  1803,  and 
and  was  born  at  Brulfels  in  1734. 
He  married,  in  1776,  Emma,  heir- 
efs  of  Thomas  Vernon,  efq.  of  Han- 
bury,  Worcefterfnire,  by  whom  he 
had  two  fons,  who  died  infants,  and 
a  daughter  born  1779,  married 
1797,  to  John  Chaplyn,  efq.  of 
Biakney,  county  of  Lincoln.  From 
this  lady  he  was  divorced  ;  and 
married,  fecondly,  U91,  Mifs  Hig¬ 
gins,  who  died  at  Burleigh,  Jan. 
iS,  1797 ,  and  thirdly,  Augud  19. 
1800,  Elizabeth,  Duchefs  Dowager 
of  Hamilton,  daughter  *of  Sir  Peter 
Burrell,  bart.  He  fucceeded  his 
late  uncle  in  1793,  and  is  himfelf 
fucceeded  by  his  elded  fon,  from  his 
fecond  marriage,  Brownlow,  born 
July  2,  1793.  His  lordfhip  was 
making  confiderable  improvements 
at  Burleigh  ;  the  fplendid  collection 
of  pictures  which  are  attached  to  the 
houfe  by  the  will  of  his  lordfnip’s 
predeceffor,  which,  by  its  r igid limi¬ 
tations,  rendered  them  unalienable. 
The  late  marquis  was  a  nobleman 
of  very  extend ve  and  adtive  charity. 
His  remains  were  removed  from 
Pembroke-houfe,  Privy  gardens. 


on  the  9th  of  May,  in  order  to  their 
being  depofited  in  the  family  vault 
of  his  lordfhip’s  illuftrious  proge¬ 
nitor,  Lord  Burleigh,  in  St.  Mar¬ 
tin's  church  at  Stamford.  After 
the  hearfe  and  fix  hones,  followed 
three  mourning-coaches  and  his 
lordfhip1  s  carriage,  each  drawn  by 
fix  horfes.  Upwards  of  30  noble¬ 
men  and  gentlemen's  carriages  had 
previoufly  joined  the  proceflion, 
which  reached  Burleigh  houfe  about 
9  in  the  morning  of  the  12th  of 
May,  where  the  Stamford  volunteer 
infantry  joined  at  n,  the  fix  fe- 
nior  officers  of  the  corps  aiding  as 
pall  bearers.  After  the  funeral 
fervice,  three  volleys  were  fired  by 
the  corps,  the  lad  tribute  of  refpedt 
to  their  deceafed  noble  command¬ 
ant.  At  lead  3000  fpedhitors  it  is 
fuppofed,  were  prefent  in  the  park. 

5.  In  Great  Cumberland  ftreet, 
the  infant  fon  of  Lord  Rous. 

8,  In  Dover  ftreet,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Prifcilla  Marfbam,  of  Boxley- 
houfe,  near  Maidilone,  elded  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Right  hon.  Robert 
Lord  Romney  ;  a  lady  of  a  truly 
benevolent  charaHer,  of  a  pure,  re¬ 
gular,  and  exemplary  morals,  and 
the  mod  gentle,  elegant,  and  digni¬ 
fied  manners. 

At  Verdun  in  France,  the  Mar- 
chionefs  of  Tweedale. 

17.  At  Paddington,  in  child¬ 
bed,  vifcoimtefs  Folkdone,  only 
child  of  the  late  earl  of  Lincoln  ; 
married,  OH.  2,  1 800,  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Folkdone. 

At  his  lordfhip’s  houfe  in  Bath, 
the  right  hon.  Eyre  Maffey,  lord 
Clarina,  general  in  his  Maj*edy's 
fervice,  marfhal  of  the  army  in  Ire¬ 
land,  colonel  of  the  27th  or  Ennif- 
killen  regiment,  governor  of  Lime¬ 
rick,  and  of  the  royal  hofpital  of 
Kilmainham.  His  lordfhip  was 

younger 
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younger  brother  of  Hugh  Lord 
Maffey,  of  Ireland  ;  was  born  in 
1717,  ;  and  married,  in  1767, 
Catherine  Clements,  filler  of  the 
earl  of  Leitrim,  by  whom  he  has 
left  iffue,  i,  William  Nathaniel, 
a  lieutenant  col.  in  the  army,  now 
Lord  Clarina  ;  2,  Emily  ;  3,  Ca¬ 
therine.  This  noble  veteran  had 
ferved  his  King  and  Country  for 
70  years,  great  part  of  which  he 
was  actively  employed  ;  and,  in 
confederation  of  his  long  and  faith¬ 
ful  fer vices,  his  Majefty  was  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  confer  on  him  the 
dignity  of  a  peer.  Having  been 
eonilantly  employed  in  his  military 
profeffion,  he  had  feen  great  and  ar¬ 
duous  fervice.  In  174c,  he  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Culloden  ; 
was  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers 
who  ftormed  and  took  the  Ha  van - 
nah,  where  he  was  again  wounded  ; 
alfo  at  the  taking  of  Martinico. 
He  was  one  of  the  laft  of  General 
Wolfe’s  companions. 

At  Donaufchingen,  aged  33,  of 
apoplexy,  Charles  Joachim,  the 
reigning  prince  of  Furdenburg. 
He  is  fucceeded  by  prince  Charles 
Egon. 

At  Bath  Lady  Hampton. 

29.  In  the  cable  of  Bracke, 
aged  754  the  Countefs  Sophia  Ca¬ 
rolina  de  Lowenftein  Wertheim  ; 
in  her  youth  fuppofed  to  be  the 
snoft  beautilui  woman  in  Germany, 

June  3,  At  Wrorham,  Kent, after 
a  lingering  illnefs,  aged  33,  Lady 
Maria  Elizabeth  Moore,  daughter 
pf  Ja  mes,  late  Earl  of  Errol,  born 
April  30th  1771,  married  June  29, 
1795,  to  the  Rev.  George  M. 
elded  fon  of  the  Archbithop  of 
Canterbury,  and  rector  of  Wro- 
tham. 

6 .  At  Bath,  in  his  77th  year, 


the  Hon,  and  Rev.  Robert  Chef* 
mondely, 

9.  At  the  feat  of  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  atCrombank, Kent,  Anna 
Margarerta  vifeountefs  Curzon, 
third  iftdy  to  Afheton  Curzon,  cre¬ 
ated  Baron  Curzon  of  Penn  1794, 
andvifeount  Curzon  1802.  She  was 
daughter  of  Amos  Meredith,  efq. 
filler  to  Sir  William  Meredith  ;  and 
relidt  to  Barlow  Trecothiek,  efq. 
in  whofe  right  file  was,  in  1770, 
lady  May  Grefs  of  London. 

17.  In  Arlington  ftreet,  Lord 
W.  L.  Gower,  aged  13  months, 
younger!  fon  of  the  Marquis  of 
Stafford. 

At  Prague,  the  duchefs  dowager 
of  Parma,  daughter  of  the  celebrated 
queen  of  Hungary,  Maria-Therefa ; 
born  Feb.  26,  1746  ;  and  married 
to  the  late  duke  of  Parma,  July  19th 
1769. 

24.  In  Harley  dreet,  aged  83, 
the  lion.  Lady  Sarah  Salulhury,  of 
Offley -plape,  Herts,  and  of  Brand, 
bury,  Middlefex,  relict  of  the  late 
Sir  Thomas  Salufbury,  formerly 
judge  of  the  high  court  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  who  died  Od.  28,  1777, 
aged  66,  and  was  buried  in  Offley 
Chancel,  where  a  handfome  monu¬ 
ment  by  Nollekins,  has  been  erected 
to  his  memory, 

July  3.  On  his  eftate,  about  fix 
verbs  from  St  Reterfburg,  count 
V alerian  Suboff.  Plis  remains  were 
interred  with  great  ceremony  in  the 
cloifter  of  Mergoff.  His  imperial 
majefty,  who  had  vifited  the  count 
in  his  lad  illnefs,  attended  in  per- 
fon. 

27.  xA.t  kis  houfe  in  Grofvenoi 
fquare,  aged  72,  Robert  Clements, 
Earl,  V ifeount,  and  Baron  Leitrim, 
of  Minor  Hampton,  in  the  county 
of  Leitrim,  in  Ireland^  His  lord, 
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[flip  was  created  a  Baron,  Sept.  20, 
1783  ;  Vifcount,  Dec.  20,  1793  ; 
and  Earl,  Oft.  6.  1797.  He  is 
fucceeded  in  titles  and  eftatesby  his 
fan.  Lord  Vifcount  Clements,  now 
Earl  of  Leitrim. 

29.  In  his  84th  year,  James 
Lord  Forbes,  premier  baron  of 
Scotland.  He  married  Catharine, 
only  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Innes, 
of  Orton,  bart.  He  is  fucceeded 
by  his  eldeft  fon,  the  hon.  Major 
Gen.  James  Forbes,  of  the  Cold 
dream  regiment  of  guards,  now 
Lord  Forbes. 

30.  At  Bath,  having  furvived 
the  truly  inhuman  murder  of  her 
much  lamented  hufband  12  months 
and  feven  days,  the  dowager  vif- 
countefs  Kilwarden. 

Lately  at  his  houfe  in  Dublin, 
Otway  Cuffe,  earl,  vifcount,  and 
baron  of  Defart,  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  Ireland.  In  1767,  on 
the  death  of  his  elder  brother  John, 
without  male  ilTue,  his  lordfhip 
fucceeded  to  the  barony  of  Defart, 
was  created  a  vifcount  in  1780,  in 
1 787  an  Earl.  He  married  in 
1785,  Anne  eldeft  daughter  to  the 
late  earl  of  Aitamont,  and  filler  to 
the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  by  whom  he 
has  one  daughter  and  four  fons. 
The  prefen t  earl  was  born  Feb.  28,. 
1788,  by  his  lordlhip’s  death,  and 
that  of  the  earl  of  Leitrim,  two 
vacancies  occur  in  the  Irilh  peers 
who  lit  in  parliament. 

Aug.  3.  At  Cornhill,  nearCold- 
ftreain,  on  his  way  to  Mr.  Buchan's, 
of  Kelfo,  near  Dunfe,  after  a  few 
minutes  illnefs,  of  a  fecond  attack 
of  the  lit  with  which  he  was  a  few 
weeks,  fince  feized  in  London, 
Lord  Vifcount  Duncan,  Admiral 
of  the  White.  He  was  a  younger 
fon  of  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Lundie,  in 
^erthlhire,  the  reprefentative  of  an 


ancient  family,  much  honoured  in 
that  pare  of  the  kingdom.  He  was 
born  on  the  firlt  of  July,  1731* 
After  receiving  a  liberal  education, 
he  entered  at  an  early  age,  into  the 
naval  fervice,  and  was  prefent  as 
midfhipman  and  as  lieutenant  in 
feveral  of  the  mod  gallant  and  fuc- 
cefsful  actions,  in  the  war  of  1756. 
Mr.  Duncan  was  promoted,  on  the 
25th  of  February,  1761,  to  the 
rank  of  pod-captain.  In  the  war 
with  America,  he  ferved  as  cap¬ 
tain  on-board  the  dag-drip  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Keppel,  whole  particular  ef- 
teem  and  patronage  he  had  obtain¬ 
ed,  by  his  gallant  conduft  and  ami¬ 
able  character.  The  captain  mar¬ 
ried  a  daughter  of  the  late  Lord 
Prefident  Dundas,  niece  to  Lord 
Melville,  elder  iider  to  the  prefent 
Secretary  at  War.  With  this  lady 
he  lived,  in  great  domedic  felicity, 
at  Edinburgh,  fuperintending  th§ 
education  of  his  children,  and  en¬ 
joying  the  high  edeem  of  all  who 
were  mod  refpeftable  in  that  capi¬ 
tal,  in  the  interval  between  the 
American  war  and  the  lad  unfor¬ 
tunate  war  with  France.  On  the 
24th  of  September,  1787,  Captain 
Duncan  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  rear-admiral.  He  was  made  vice- 
admiral  in  179 3.  In  1795,  he  be¬ 
came  in  courfe  of  promotion,  one  of 
the  admirals  of  the  blue.  He  was 
then  called  to  the  command  of  the 
fleet  afting  off  the  Texel  againft 
the  Dutch,  and  hoifled  his  flag  on 
board  the  Venerable.  Fie  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  the  mutiny  ex¬ 
tend,  in  June  1797,  to  altnofi  all  the 
feamen  of  the  {hips  under  his  com¬ 
mand.  But  they  dill  refpefted  his 
perfon,  his  feaman-like  gallantry 
and  franknefs,  his  calm  intrepidity, 
his  moded  good  fienfe  and  worth. 
At  the  mod  critical  moment  of  the 

mutiny 
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mutiny,  he  ad  drolled  them,  in  a 
fhort  fpeech,  manly,  plain,  and  pa¬ 
thetic  ;  in  fad;,  one  of  the  beft 
ever  uttered  by  a  failor  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  and  which  operated  with 
extraordinary  efred,  in  tranquil¬ 
lizing  the  feamen,  and  bringing 
them  back  to  due  obedience.  Soon 
after,  on  the  nth  of  Odober,  the 
Dutch  fleet  ventured  out  from  the 
Texel  ;  Admiral  Duncan  difpofed 
his  fquadron  fo  as  to  prevent  their 
immediate  retreat ;  they  were 
brought  to  an  engagement  ;  the 
great  adion  between  Egmont  and 
Camperdown  was  fought,  and  one 
of  the  moll  glorious  vidories  in  the 
annals  of  naval  heroifm  was  gained. 
His  country  then,  did  juft  ice  to  his 
merits.  On  the  21ft  of  Odober, 
1797,  Admiral  Duncan  was  raifed 
to  the  dignity  of  Britifh  peerage, 
with  the  title  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Duncan,  Baron  of  Lundie.  He 
had  before,  on  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother,  Colonel  Duncan,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  family  inheritance  of 
Lundie.  Parliament,  upon  a  pro- 
pofnion  from  his  Majefty,  alfo  fet¬ 
tled  a  penfion  of  2000I.  a-year  on 
Lord  Duncan,  to  be  continued  to 
the  two  next  heirs  to  his  titles. 
His  Lordfhip  has  fince  fpent  fome 
years  in  virtuous  and  happy  retire¬ 
ment  ;  not  without  having  to  mourn 
fome  fevere  family  afflictions,  nor 
without  many  fources  of  fvveet  do¬ 
me  flic  fatisfadian.  He  had  come 
to  London,  this  fummer,  at  the 
perfuafion  of  his  relation,  Lord 
Melville,  with  a  view  to  return,  in 
this  crifis,  to  fome  eminent  public 
command-  Pie  was  too  much  a 
good  man,  to  refufe  to  devote  the 
]aft  hours  of  his  life  to  the  fervice 
of  h  s  country.  But  his  health  was 
fenfibly  impaired  ;  he  had  lately  a 
fudden  aftedion,  very  ftmilar  to  a 


ftroke  of  apoplexy.  He  haftened 
down  to  his  family  and  friends  in 
Scotland.  On  his  journey  he  met 
that  ftroke  of  death,  for  which  as  a 
hero,  a  Chriftian,  a  man  who  had  en¬ 
joyed  the  glories  and  comforts  of 
this  world,  and  had  in  the  lofs  of 
fome  of  his  children  felt  its  afflic¬ 
tions-*  Lord  Duncan  was  tall,  above 
the  middle  fize,  and  of  an  athletic 
and  finely  proportioned  figure.  His 
countenance  was  thought  to  be  re¬ 
markably  exprefilve  of  the  ingenu¬ 
ous  excellencies  of  his  mind. 

17.  In  her  29th  year,  while  on 
a  vifit  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dafhwood’s, 
at  Downham,  Norfolk,  after  a  few 
days  illnefs,  Mifs  Mary  Knollis, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  hon.  and  rev. 
Francis  K.  ofBurford,  co.  Oxford. 

18.  In  Great  Quebec  ftreet, 
aged  80,  Lady  Elizabeth  Gallini, 
wife  of  the  Chevalier  John  G.  and 
eldeft  filter  to  the  iate  earl  of  Abing¬ 
don. 

24.  In  Park  ftreet,  after  a  long 
illnefs,  aged  75,  Elizabeth  Dowa¬ 
ger  lady  Harrowby,  daughter  of 
Bifhop  Terrick,  and  filter  to  the 
lady  of  Dr.  Hamilton  ;  married  to 
Lord  Harrowby  1762,  by  whom 
ftie  had  fix  fons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters. 

30.  At  Keith -Hall,  the  right 
hon.  Anthony  Earl  of  Kintore,  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Kin¬ 
cardine. 

At  Verdun,  in  France,  George 
Hay,  fixth  marquis  of  Tweedale, 
one  of  the  16  reprefentative  peers  of 
Scotland,  and  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Haddington.  He  fuc- 
ceeded  his  nephew  George,  the  fifth 
marquis,  who  died  in  Odober  177 #, 
at  the  age  of  13. 

At  Paris  in  his  73d  year,  Car¬ 
dinal  De  Boifgelin,  archbifhop  of 
Tours.  This  perfonagc  had  the 
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Angular  fate  of  having  preached  the 
coronation  fermon  of  the  ever- to  be 
lamented  Louis  XVI.  and  of  the 
execrable  Bonaparte. 

Sept.  3.  Found  dead  in  his  bed, 
in  Ennilkillen,  in  his  31ft  year,  the 
hon.  and  rev.  W.  Montgomery 
Cole,  third  fon  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Ennilkillen,  and  brother  to  the 
prefen t  earl  ;  a  young  gentleman 
of  the  moft  amiable  qualities.  He 
had  been  recently  appointed  by  his 
Excellency  Earl  Hardwicke,  the 
congenial  patron  of  talents  and  vir¬ 
tue,  to  the  deanery  of  Waterford, 
vacant  by  the  promotion  of  Dr. 
But  fon. 

14.  At  Ham  houfe,  Surrey,  aged 
59,  Anna  Maria  countefs  of  Dy- 
fart.  She  was  eldeft  daughter  of 
David  Lewis,  efq.  of  Malvern,  co. 
Warwick,  and  filler  to  Magdalena 
countefs  of  Dyfart  (lady  of  Lionel 
thelaft  Earl),  and  was  married,  in 
1777;  to  Wilbraham  Tollemache, 
the  prefent  Earl ;  who,  having  no 
ilfue,  Sir  William  Manners,  bart. 
(the  eldeft  fon  of  lady  Louifa  Man¬ 
ners,  his  lordlhip's  filler)  is  pre- 
fumptive  heir  to  the  title.  Her  re¬ 
mains  were  interred,  on  the  24th  in 
the  family  vault  in  Suffolk. 

17.  At  Vienna,  the  Countefs 
Zamoilka,  filler  to  the  late  king  of 
Poland. 

19.  At  her  cottage,  near  Chert- 
fey,  Surrey,  in  her  44th  year,  lady 
Stawell,  one  of  the  ladies  to  the 
princelfes  Augufta  and  Elizabeth. 
She  was  fecond  daughter  of  Alheton 
lord  Curzon,  married  1779,  to 
Henry,  prefent  and  fifth  Lord  Sta¬ 
well,  by  whom  Ihehad  one  daughter 
Mary,  born  1780. 

At  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Fox,  in 
Arlington  ftreet,  after  a  long  ill- 
fiefs,  Dr.  William  Dixon,  Lord 
J&ilhop  of  Downe  and  Connor  nine¬ 


teen  years,  having  been  promoted 
to  it  in  1785'. 

22.  At  Wakehurft  place,  aged 
80,  Jofeph  Peyton,  efq.  admiral  of 
the  white. — Admiral  Peyton  was 
the  fon  of  Commodore  Peyton,  who 
in  the  year  1746,  fucceeded  Com¬ 
modore  Barnet  in  the  command  of 
the  Britilh  fquadron  in  the  Eall 
Indies.  In  1743,  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  lieutenant  of  the  Effex,  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Matthews,  at  that  time  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  Here  he  was  prefent  in  the 
engagement  which  took  place  on  the 
nth  of  February  the  following 
year,  with  the  combined  French 
and  Spanifh  fleets,  oft'  Toulon  ;  and 
was  one  of  the  witneffes  at  the  fub- 
fequent  trials  of  feveral  of  the  cap¬ 
tains  who  miibehaved  on  that  oc- 
calion.  In  1750  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  mailer  and  command¬ 
er,  and  appointed  to  the  Savage 
Hoop;  and  in  1757  was  promoted 
to  the  command  of  the  Prince 
George,  of  90  guns,  which  fttip  car¬ 
ried  the  flag  of  Admiral  Broderick, 
who  was  lent  to  fucceed  Admiral 
Olborn  in  theMediterraneanftation. 
On  the  paflage  to  Gibraltar  the  (hip 
took  fire,  and  notwithflanding  the 
exertions  of  the  captain,  his  officer* 
and  crew,  the  flames  raged  with 
fuch  fury  as  to  baffle  all  their  at¬ 
tempts  to  extinguilh  them.  Out 
of  her  crew,  which  confifted  of  74J 
perfons,  only  the  Rear-admiral, 
Captain  Peyton,  and  260  more  were 
fiaved.  The  Captain  was  taken  by 
a  boat  from  the  Hern  ladder,  and 
put  on  board  the  Alderney  Hoop, 
He  then  proceeded  with  Admiral 
Broderick  to  the  Mediterranean  ;  on 
which  llation,  and  in  the  Channel, 
he  ferved  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war.  In  1768  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  .Belleifle,  of  64  guns,  a. 

guard- 
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guard-fhip,  Rationed  at  Plymouth  ; 
and  on  the  apprehended  rupture 
with  Spain,  relative  to  the  Falk¬ 
land.  i hands,  he  was  removed  to 
the  Modefte,  of  the  fame  force., 
In  1778  he  was  nominated  to  the 
command  of  the  Cumberland,  of 
74  guns,  one  of  the  fhips  of  Ad¬ 
miral  KeppePs  fleet,  and  confe^ 
quently  was  prefent  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  27th  of  July,  with 
the  French  fleet,  off  Ufhant  3  be¬ 
ing  {Rationed  in  the  line  as  one  of 
the  feconds  to  Sir  Robert  Hariand. 
During  the  remainder  of  that  war. 
Captain  Peyton  continued  in  the 
Cumberland,  on  the  Channel  fta- 
tion.  In  the  year  1787  he  was 
advanced  to  be  Rear  Admiral  of 
the  White,  and  the  year  following 
appointed  to  command  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  where  lie  remained 
neatly  four  years*  Before  his  re¬ 
turn  he  was  promoted  to  be  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  in  1793 
became  Vice  Admiral  of  the  White. 
He  was,  about  the  fame  time,  no¬ 
minated  to  the  chief  command  m 
the  Downs,  which  ftation  he  held 
feveral  years  with  the  higheft  re¬ 
putation.  In  1794,  Mr.  Peyton 
was  advanced  to  be  Vice  Admiral 
of  the  Red;  in  June,  1797,  to  be 
Admiral  of  the  Blue  ;  and  on  the 
14th  of  February,  1799,  to  be 
Admiral  of  the  White. 

29.  At  Harripton-conrt  Palace, 
Frances,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Ludlow. 

Oft.  5.  ■  At  her  houfe  in  Spa- 
fields,  aged  65,  Lady  Ann  Agnes 
Erlkine,  After  to  the  prefent  Earl 
of  Buchan,  and  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Erlkine.  Ker  lady  id  ip  was  a  truf- 
tee  for  the  late  Countefs  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon’s  chapels,  and  fuperin. 
tended  their  management* 


13.  At  his  feat,  Abbeyleix* 
Queen’s  County,  Thomas  Vefey* 
Vifcount  de  Vefci,  Baron  of  Ab¬ 
bey  Knapton.  He  fucceeded  his 
father,  the  late  lord,  June  254 
1 7 6 1 3  and  was  created  a  vifcount 
in  1776.  In  1769  his  lordfhip 
married  Elizabeth  Selina  Brooke, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Arthur 
Brooke,  by  whom  lie  has  left  iffue 
three  Tons  and  two  daughters. 
Ever  tenacious  of  his  honour  as  aii 
ancient  peer  of  the  realm,  his  titld 
is  transferred  without  a  ftain  to¬ 
gether  with  his  hereditary  eftates, 
to  his  eldeft  foil,  the  Hon.  John  de 
Vefci,  born  in  1771,  and  married 
to  Mifs  Brownlow,  After  of  the 
Counteffes  of  Darnley  and  Powerf- 
c'ourt,  and  daughter  of  the  latd 
Right  Hon.  William  Brownlow. 

At  Clifton,  the  Hon.  George 
Napier*  comptroller  of  army- ac¬ 
counts  in  Ireland,  unde  of  the 
prefent  Lord  Napier,  and  brother- 
in-law  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
having  married  his  grace’s  After* 
Lady  Sarah,  by  whom  he  has  left 
one  Ton.  He  was  a  brave  foldier, 
an  upright  fervant  of  the  public* 
and  a  truly  amiable  character  in 
all  the  relations  of  life. 

20.  At  Carton,  co.  ICildare* 
in  Ireland,  aged  56  years,  7  months* 
and  7  days,  William  Robert  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  Duke  of  Leinfter,  fo  cre¬ 
ated  in  1766,  Marquis  of  Kildare, 
and  Ko  P. 

29.  At  Ipfwich,  Lord  Ched- 
worth  Baron  of  Chedworth  in 
Glancefterfhire.  He  was  born 
Aug  nit  22,  1774.  He  was  the 
grandfon  of  John  Howe,  who,  in 
1741,  was  elevated  to  the  peerage* 
having,  on  the  deceafe  of  Sir  Rich. 
Howe,  of  Compton,  without  Blue* 
fucceeded  to  his  eftates  $  and  for 
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of  tlie  Hon.  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Howe,  reftor  of  Great  Wifhford 
and  Kingfton  Deverel,  in  Wiltlhire. 

Nov.  2.  At  Keynlham,  near 
Preileign,  after  a  fnort  illncfs,  in 
her  77th  year,  Suf&nnah,  dowager- 
countefs  ©f  Oxford,  relifi  of  Ed¬ 
ward,  third  earl,  and  daughter  of 
William  Archer,  Efq,  of  Wolford, 
Berk*.  which  county  he  reprefen  ted 
till  his  death  1739. 

5.  At  St.  Peterfburgh,  held- 
marfhall  courxt  Mufchin  Pufchin, 
who  fometime  Commanded  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  forces,  in  the  lad  war  with 
Sweden. 

12.  At  her  hcufe,  in  Lower 
Seymour-dreet,  Mary,  countefs- 
dowager  of  Shaftelhury.  She  was 
fecond  furviving  daughter  of  Jacob 
Bouverie,  Vifcount  Folkdone,  full 
filler  to  William  Bouverie,  late 
Earl  of  Radnor,  and  fecond  wife 
of  Anthony,  fourth  Earl  of  Shaftef- 
bury,  married  to  him  March  26th, 
1759,  by  whom  ilie  had  two  fans, 
the  prefent  earl  and  Cropley  Afh- 
ley,  to  whom,  by  her  death,  a 
Confiderable  acceflion  of  fortune  ac¬ 
crues  \  and  a  daughter,  Mary  Anne. 
She  was  interred  in  the  family- 
vault  at  Wimborn-St.  Giles,  Dorfet. 

14.  At  Nation,  near  Lincoln, 
aged  73,  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Earl  of  Buckinghamfhire,  Baron 
Hobart,  of  Blickling*  His  lord- 
fhip  is  fuceeeded  in  his  title  and 
eftates  by  his  fon,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Hobart.  He  fuceeeded  his 
brother,  the  late  earl,  Auguft  3, 
1793.  In  1757,  he  married  Ai- 
binia,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Lord 
Vere  Bertie,  fon  of  Robert  Duke 
of  Ancafter,  by  whom  he  has  left 
two  fons  and  three  daughters.  His 
fremains  were  depolited,  with  great 
funeral  folemnity,  in  the  family - 
?awlt  at  Naflon,  near  Lincoln. 


His  lordfhip’s  numerous  tenantry 
affembled  on  this  melancholy  oe- 
cafion,  to  pay  the  lad  tribute  of 
gratitude  and  affe&ion  due  to  a 
nobleman,  who  poiTeffed  many  vir¬ 
tues. 

13.  At  !iis  lordfhip’s  houfe,  at 
Cplcllefter,  the  infant  daughter  of 
Lord  Stanley. 

16.  At  Conway,  in  Whiles,  in 
her  way  to  Ireland,  with  thecoun- 

lefs  her  mother,  Lady - -Stewart, 

third  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Lon¬ 
donderry. 

19.  Near  Bangor,  in  Wales, 
where  die  was  on  a  vilit,  of  a  rapid 
decline,  Lady  Georgina  Canning. 

20.  At  Bath,  the  Hon.  George 
Browne,  captain  in  the  Bedford* 
(hire  militia,  and  brother  to  Lord 
Kilmaine. 

Lately,  at  Derry,  the  Hon.  Capt* 
Richard  Jones,  fecond  fon  of  the 
Vifcountefs  Ranelagh. 

30.  Much  lamented,  in  St. 
James’s-dreet,  at  her  daughter’s, 
the  Duchefs  of  Roxburgh,  aged  66 f 
Mrs.  Bechinne. 

Lately,  at  HackVood-park,  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Anne  Orde  Powiett, 
2d  daughter  of  Lord  Bolton, 

Dec,  1.  At  Berrington,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  in  his  73th 
year,  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Harley,  fourth  fon  of  the  third  Earl 
of  Oxford,  a  member  of  his  Ma* 
jelly’s  privy  council,  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  county  of  Radnor,  fe- 
nior  alderman  or  father  of  the  City 
of  London,  and  prefident  of  Stj 
Bartholomew’s  hofpital. 

2,  At  Brighton,  in  her  3th 
year,  the  elded  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Rutland.  Her  remain* 
were  interred  in  the  family  vault 
at  Bottesford,  co.  Leiceder. 

6.  At  Kedledon,  in  Derby- 
ftiire,  in  his  78th  year,  the  Right! 
*  »on. 
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Hon.  Nathaniel  Lord  Scarfdale,  a 
baronet,  dodor  of  laws,  and  viee- 
prefident  of  the  Middlefex-hofpital. 
He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  Sir 
Nathaniel  Curzon,  Bart,  whofe  fa¬ 
mily  came  to  this  country  with 
William  the  Conqueror.  He  is 
fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  the 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Curzon,  who  re¬ 
prefen  ted  the  county  of  Derby  in 
two  fucceffive  Parliaments. 

S.  At  her  houfe  in  Upper  Sloane- 
ftreet,  Lady  Caroline  Leigh,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  Duke  of  Chandos,  by 
his  fir  ft  wife  Lady  Mary  Bruce, 
daughter  of  Charles  Earl  of  Aylef- 
bury  ;  and  married  to  John  Leigh, 
Efq.  of  Addlefthorpe,  co.  Glou- 
cefter,  in  1755. 

10.  At  Stonehoufe,  near  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Mifs  Elizabeth  Langton, 
daughter  of  the  late  Bennet  L. 

O 

Efq.  of  Langton,  co.  Lincoln,  and 
the  Dowager  Countefs  of  Rothes. 

15.  Interred  in  St.  Andrew’s 
church- yard,  Dublin,  the  remains 
of  Lady  Catharine  Stopford,  fifter 
to  James  Earl  of  Courtown.  The 
funeral  was  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  noblemen’s  and  gentle¬ 
men’s  carriages. 

16.  M.  de  Conzies,  Bifhop  of 
Arras,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
Homing.  Born  a  nobleman,  and 
educated  for  the  prelacy,  he  did 
equal  honour  to  his  rank  and  his 
jftation.  That  fuch  a  character 
iliould  particularly  attrad  the  ha¬ 
tred  of  Buonaparte  might  juftly  be 
texpeded.  The  name  of  the  Bifhcp 
of  Arras  was  upon  the  fame  line 
of  the  fame  lift  of  profcription  with 
that  of  the  hero  ot  loyalty,  Georges. 
The  Corfican  affaflin  who  pierced 
the  heart  of  an  Enghien,  Pichegru, 
and  Georges,  has  long  pointed  his 
dagger  at  the  bofom  of  this  pre¬ 
late,  who  preferred  poverty  arid 


exile  in  England,  fo  the  Rornari 
purple,  and  the  Parifian  arch-epiC 
copacy,  both  offered  him  in  i8or, 
by  the  Firft  Conful  of  France,  and 
by  the  Pontiff  of  Rome.  The 
Bifhop  of  Arras  had,  from  nature, 
a  conititutiort  ftrong  enough  to  re* 
fift  the  ravages  of  time  to  the 
furtheft  limits  afligned  to  the  life 
of  man,  had  net  Providence  alio 
beftowed  upon  him  a  mind  virtuous 
and  feeling  to  the  higheft  degree. 
The  deplorable  ftate  of  Chriftian- 
ity,  the  misfortunes  of  his  king, 
and  the  degradation  of  his  country, 
were  the  difeafe  which  deprived 
the  world,  prematurely,  of  one  of 
its  beft  and  brighteft  ornaments. 
From  the  fcandalous  journey  of 
Pius  VII.  and  the  facrilegious  co¬ 
ronation  of  Napoleon  the  Firft* 
this  prelate  received  his  death¬ 
blow.  He  furvived  but  for  a  few 
days  the  news  of  the  Corfican  af- 
faffin  and  poifoner's  anointment, 
and  was  one  of  the  firft  victims  of 
this  horrible  ad,  which  has  opened 
a  tomb  for  true  religion,  as  well 
as  for  lawful  monarchy.  As,  in 
health,  he  had  been  an  example  ot 
piety  and  conftancy,  during  his 
fhort  illnefs  he  was  a  model  of  de¬ 
votion  and  refignation.  He  ex¬ 
horted  his  countrymen  and  fellow- 
fufferers,  like-  himfelf,  unfortunate 
exiles,  not  to  deviate  from  that 
glorious,  though  painful  path  of 
thorn,  they  had  dutifully  and  con- 
fcientioufly  entered.  He  preached 
fubmiftion  to  the  decrees  of  the 
Almighty,  in  (hewing  the  juftice 
of  that  noble  caufe,  to  which  they 
had  facrificed  rank,  property,  coun¬ 
try,  and  every  thing  elfe,  except 
their  honour.  He  told  them  never 
to  forget  the  gratitude  they  owed 
to  England,  fhould  religion  and 
royalty  ©nee  more  profper  in  France* 
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IHis  Royal  Highnefs  Monfieur,  with 
a  humanity  worthy  of  better  times 
and  better  fortune,  refufed  himfelf 
even  the  neceffary  reft,  to  attend 
this  trufty  and  aife'Hionate  fervant, 
who  had  the  eonfolation  to  breathe 
his  laft  in  the  arms  of  his  good  and 
generous  prince.  Some  few  mo¬ 
ments  before  he  fhut  his  eyes  for 
ever,  he  prefted  the  hand  of  Mon¬ 
fieur  to  his  bofom,  and  with  a  faint 
voice  filtered  thefe  his  laft  words  : 
“  My  kind  prince,  death  is  terri¬ 
ble  to  the  wicked  only  1” 

17.  Lady  Hulfe,  of  Chefter- 
fleld-ftreet,  in  her  84th  year. 

19.  At  her  feat,  Hillingdon^ 
houfe,  near  Uxbridge,  Middlefex, 
Mary,  Marchionefs  of  Rocking¬ 
ham.  She  was  daughter  and  heir 
of  Thomas  Bright,  Efq.  of  Badfl 
worth,  co.  York,  uncle  to  Henry 
Liddell,  Lord  Ravenfvvorth  3  and 
married  Feb.  26,  1752,  to  Charles 
fecond  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
who  died  in  1782.  Her  remains 
were  conveyed  through  York  in 
funeral  proceffion  to  the  cathedral, 
and  deposited  in  the  vault  belong¬ 
ing  to  that  antient  family. 

At  Idolyrood-houfe,  Edinburgh, 
the  Hori.  Mary  Murray,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Lord  Edward 
Murray,  and  lifter  to  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  M.  Murray,  dean  of 
Killaloe,  in  Ireland. 

28.  Suddenly,  the  bifhop  of 
Noyon,  one  of  thofe  dignified  ec- 
clefiaftics  of  France  who  remained 
attached  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
and  was  alfo  one  of  the  antient 
French  nobility. 

30.  At  ReddiftTs  Hotel,  in  his 
39th  year,  George  Evans,  Baron 
Carberry,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  M.  P.  for  the  county  of 
Rutland.  In  1792,  he  married 
Mifs  Watfon,  daughter  of  Col.  VV  . 
Vol,  XLVI,  or  Vol,  IY,  Ne^ 


who  amafied  a  confiderabie  fortune: 
in  India.  The  firft  baron  was 
created  by  George  I.  in  1715.. 
He  was  confidered  the  fineft  man 
of  his  day  ;  and  the  King  bellowed 
this  honour  on  him  on  account  of 
his  extreme  beauty  and  manlinefs. 
The  late  lord  was  truly  amiable, 
and  a  man  of  the  mildeft  and  molt 
gentlemanly  manners.  About  two 
years  fince,  his  lordfhip  was  hunt¬ 
ing  on  his  eftate  near  Northamp¬ 
ton,  and  had  the  misfortune  to 
burft  a  blood-velfel,  and  was  con¬ 
fidered  at  the  time  in  extreme  dan- 
ger^  About  fifteen  months  ago  he 
broke  his  arm,  which  brought  on 
a  lingering  complaint,  confidered 
by  the  faculty  as  a  decay  of  fome 
internal  part.  A  few  weeks  lincej 
his  lordfhip  came  to  town,  and 
has  been  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Baillie  andother  eminent  phylicians, 
who  confidered  him  fo  far  reco¬ 
vered  as  to  fanftion  his  return  to 
the  country,  and  Friday,  Dec.  28, 
was  the  day  fixed  for  his  departure 
with  Lady  Carberry  for  his  feat 
in  Northamptonfhire.  Preparatory 
to  the-  journey,  he  rode  in  Hyde- 
park.  On  the  26th  and  27th  he 
was  in  good  fpirits,  and  law  com¬ 
pany  each  afternoon  ;  but  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th  he  propofed 
to  Lady  Carberry  to  poftpone  their 
departure  to  the  31ft.  to  which  lhe 
acquiefced.  About  one  o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  29th,  he  was 
feized  with  a  violent  ficknefs  in 
his  ftomach,  and  rang  the  bell  for 
his  fervant,  who  immediately  at¬ 
tended,  and,  on  finding  his  lord¬ 
fhip  had  again  burft  a  blood-velfel, 
fent  for  Doflor  Baillie,  who  ad- 
miniftered  fome  medicine,  which 
relieved  his  patient  fo  much,  that 
he  fat  up,  dined,  converfed,  and 
was.  in  tolerable  fpirits ;  but  in 
r  Series.  *  G  the 
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the  evening  of  the  30th,  a  relapfe 
took  place,  which  terminated  fa¬ 
tally  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening 
of  the  31ft.  Dying  without  iffue, 
he  is  fu- needed  by  his  uncle,  the 
Hon.  John  Evans,  of  Dublin.  The 
funeral  proceffion  was  grand,  and 
joined  by  his  lordfhip’s  tenants. 

Lately,  at  Ba  badoes,  in  the 
Welt  Indies,  of  the  yellow  fever, 
Lord  V  ifcount  Proby,  commander 
of  the  Amelia  frigate,  of  38  guns, 
and  molt  of  his  officers.  His  lord- 
fhip”s  death  occafioned  a  vacancy 
in  Parliament  for  the  town  of  Buck¬ 
ingham. 

At  Bantry,  in  Ireland,  of  a 
violent  fever,  Hamilton  White, 
Efq.  brother  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Bantry. 

At  Egleton-caille,  in  Scotland, 
A  few  hours  after  his  birth,  the 
fon  and  heir  of  Lord  Montgomery. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his  Majejly 

in  Council ,  for  the  Year  1  804. 

Bedfordshire .  George  Edwards, 
tofHenlow,  Efq. 

Berkfkire.  Richard  Mathews, 
of  Wargrave,  Efq. 

Buck i  nghamjhire .  James  Nield, 
of  Stoke  Hammond,  Efq. 

Camb  ridy-fhire  and  Huntingdon - 
Jhire»  B.  Keene,  of  Willow  Lodge, 
Efq. 

Chejhire .  Sir  J,  F.  Leicester, 
of  Nether  Tabley,  Bart. 

Cumberland .  John  de  Whelp- 
dale,  of  Penrith,  Efq. 

Derby/hire .  Sir  Henry  Every, 
©f  Errington,  Bart. 

De'vonjbire*  Thomas  Porter,  of 
Rockbear,  Efq. 

Dorfetjhire .  Robert  Williams, 

of  Bridgehead,  Little  Bridge,  Efq. 


Ejpx .  William  Palmer,  of 
zing,  Efq. 

Gloucejlerjhire .  N.  Clifford,  of 
Frampton-on-Severn,  Efq. 

Herefordjhire .  R.  S.  Fleming, 
of  Dinmore  Hill,  Efq. 

Hertfordshire .  Edward  Garrow, 
of  Torteridge,  Efq. 

Kent,  Sir  Walter  Stirling,  of 
Shoreham,  Bart. 

Leicefterfhire .  F.  W.  Wollafton, 
of  Shenton,  Efq. 

Lincolnjhire ,  Robert  Viner,  of 
Godby,  Efq. 

Monmouth/hire,  William  Adams 
Williams,  of  Llangibby,  Efq. 

Norfolk .  Henry  Styleman,  of 
Snottilham,  Efq. 

No  rthamp  tovjhire .  C.  Tibbitts* 
of  Burton  Seagrave,  Efq. 

Northumberland.  Sir  T.  H.  Lycl- 
dell,  of  Ellington,  Bart. 

Nottinghamshire .  T.  W.  Edge, 

of  Strelley,  Efq. 

Oxforajhire .  John  Langfton,  of 
Sarfden  Houfe,  Efq. 

Rutlandjhire .  C.  Thompfon,  of 
Ketton,  Efq. 

Shropshire.  Pvobert  Burton,  of 
Longner,  Efq. 

Somerfetjhire.  John  Rogers,  of 
Yarlington,  Efq. 

Staffordshire.  R.  jeffon,  of  Weil 
Bromwich,  Efq. 

County  of  Southampton .  Sir  C# 
Mill,  of  Mottesfont,  Bart. 

Suffolk.  Sir  Robert  Pockling- 
ton,  of  Chelfworth,  Knt. 

Surrey.  W.  Borradaile,  of 
Streatham,  Efq. 

Suffix.  johnDennet,  of  Wood- 
mancoat,  Efq. 

IV arnuickfiire.  R .  V  aughton* 

of  Sutton  Coldfield,  Efq. 

Wiltfhire .  Wadham  Rock,  of 
Rowd  Ford,  Efq. 

WorceJlerShire .  Edward  Knight^ 
of  W solvency,  Efq. 

YorkfhirCs 
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Yorkjhfre.  J.  Fox,  ofBramham 
Park,  Efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Brecon .  P.  "Williams,  of  Pen* 
port,  Efq. 

Caermarthen.  J.  Simmons*  of 
Llangannah,  Efq. 

Cardigan.  J.  Bond,  of  Kefney 
Coed,  Efq. 

Glamorgan.  R,  T*  Pi&on,  of 
Ewenny,  Efq. 

Pembroke.  Sir  H.  Owen*  of 
Orielton,  Bart. 

Radnor.  T,  F.  Lewis,  of  Harp- 
ton  Court,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES, 

Anglefea.  T*  P.  Jones,  of  Cefn 
Coch,  Efq. 

Caernarvon.  O.  Mi  Wynn*  of 
Penmachno,  Efq* 


Denbigh.  R.  W.  Wynne,  of 

Garthewin,  Efq. 

Flint.  R.  Garnons,  the  younger.’ 
of  Leefwood,  Efq. 

Merioneth .  Sit  E.  P.  Lloyd,  of 
Park,  Bart. 

Montgomery.  C.  H.  Tracey,  of 
Greginnog,  Efq. 

rrm  "Ji.-ju.  i,  ,  .MiBawaag 

* 

Prince  of  Wales’s  Council,, 

j 

County  of  Cornwall.  At  a  Coun« 
cil  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  held  at  Brighthelmftone* 
the  2d  day  of  February,  1804,  Sir 
Lionel  Copley,  of  Bake,  Bart,  was 
appointed  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Cornwall  for  the  year  1804,  by 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  in  Counci L 
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London  Gazette,  March  31. 

Extrail  of  a  Letter  from  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  Council at  Bombay ,  to  the 
Court  of  Dire ilors}  dated  Sept .  3, 

1B03. 

<(  /T  A  TOR  General  Weilefley 

JLVA  having  commenced'  his 
operations  againft  the  fortref?  of 
Ahmednagur,  on  the  8th  of  Auguit, 
we  had  the  fatisfaClion  to  learn, 
that  the  above-mentioned  fort  fell 
into  the  Major-GeneraFs  hands  on 
the  nth  following.  The  achieve¬ 
ment  of  this  enterprife  was  at¬ 
tended  with  the  iofs  of  feveral  brave 
officers  and  men,  as  will  appear  by 
the  lift  of  the  former,  inferred  in 
the  margin*,  but  the  acquisition 
of  it  is  of  great  importance,  as  it 
is  conlidered  to  be  one  of  the 
ftrongeff  portions  in  the  country* 
On  this  ground,  therefore.  General 
Weilefley  has,  for  the  prefen  t, 
taken  pofTeffion  of  the  forts  and 
diftriCts  dependant  thereon,  and 
placed  them  under  the  management 
of  Captain  Graham,  of  the  Madras 
Efta&lilhment,  with  orders  to  col¬ 
lect  the  revenue,  and  to  render  the 
refources  of  that  acquifition  as'fub- 
fervient  as  poilible  to  the  objects  of 
the  campaign*  In  adviiing  this 


refult,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  fo 
your  Honourable  Court  our  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  diftinguifhed 
and  rapid  fuccefs  which  attended 
the  Britilfh  arms,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Hon.  Major-General 
.Weilefley,  in  the  reduction  of  Ah- 
mednaghur;  trufting  alfo,  that  we 
fhall  fnortly  be  enabled  to  report 
an  equally  favourable  refult  with 
refpeCt  to  the  fort  of  Broach,  the 
meafures  for  reducing  of  which  are 
now  in  prog  refs.5' 

Ex  trail  of  a  Letter  from  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  Council ,  at  Bombay ,  U 
the  Court  of  Directors 3  dated  yth 
September y  1803. 

<f  Since  doling  our  general  ad* 
drefs,  under  date  the  3d  inftant, 
we  have  received  from  Lieut.  Col* 
W oodington,  the  officer  command¬ 
ing  at  Broach,  the  difpatch,  cl 
which  a  copy  is  enclofed,  adviiing 
of  the  reduction  of  that  Fort  refs  by 
alTault  on  the  29th  ult.  an  achieve* 
ment  which  has  been  accomplilhed 
with  a  rapidity,  energy,  and  fuc* 
cefs,  reflecting  the  higheft  credit 
on  that  refpectable  officer,  and  on 
the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command. 


*  KHled~Captains  Grant  and  Humberfton,  and  Lieutenant  Anderfan,  of  the  7 gth 
Regiment;  and  Lieutenant  Plenderleath,  i It  battalion  3d  Regiment,  Madras. 

Wounded.— Lieutenant  Neilfoa,  74th  Regiment  j  and  Lieut,  Larkins,  78th  ditto. 

[Enclosure.] 
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[Enclosure.] 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Dun- 
can ,  Efj .  P  ref  dent  and  Governor, 
Gfc.  &c.  &c.  in  Council , 

<f  Honourable  Sir, 

*  (t  I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe, 
for  your  information,  a  letter  I 
have  this  day  add  relied  to  the 
Hon.  Major-General  Wellefley, 
on  the  capture  of  Broach. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  greateft  refpedi,  honourable  Sir, 
your  molt  obedient  and  faithful 
fervant, 

(Signed)  H.  Woodington, 
Lieut,  Col.” 
Broach ,  2tyh  Aug,  1803. 

To  Major-General  Wellefley ,  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  & c.  &c. 

C(  Sir, 

<{  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  at  three  o’clock,  P?  M. 
I  ftormed  the  fort  of.  Broach,  and 
carried  it  with  little  lofs,  although 
the  Arabs  made  confiderable  re¬ 
finance,  particularly  on  our  en¬ 
tering;  the  breach.  The  Arabs 
have  fufFered  very  confiderably, 
and  we  have  taken  a  great  many 
ftand  of  colours.  A  more  fteep 
afcent  to  the  beach,  and  of  fuch 
length,  is  feldom  feen.  I  cannot 
exprefs  myfelf  in  fulficient  terms 
on  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and 
men  I  have  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand.  I  fhall  have  the  hondur  to 
addrefs  you  more  fully  to-morrow. 
I  write  this  for  your  early  infor¬ 
mation,  immediately  after  we  have 
got  pofleffion  of  the  place,  which 
will,  I  hope,  be  an  excufe  for 

hade. 

.  *  « 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
(Signed)  H.  dJ oodi ngto n, 
Lieut.  Col,” 

Broach ,  2C)th  Aicgufi,  1803. 

(True  Copies.) 
fSigned)  James  Grant, 
Sec.  to  Gov. 

Enclosure,  No.  i. — Preferred  to 
hereafter. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Duncan , 
Efq.  Prefdent  and  Governor  in 
Council. 

((  Honourable  Sir, 
s(  The  enclofed  is  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Murray,  giv¬ 
ing  cover  to  one  from  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Woodington,  rcfpedtiog  the 
capitulation  of  Powanghur. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e.  &c,» 
Oliver  Nicolls, 
Major-General.” 
Bombay ,  27 th  Sept.  1803. 

(No,  1.) 

Head-  Quart e rs,  B a roda, 

'  '  Sept.  21,  I  803. 

(c  Sir, 

t(  I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  a 
letter  which  I  received  this  morn¬ 
ing  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Wood¬ 
ington.  It  is  necelfary  to  inform 
you,  that  the  delay  of  this  im¬ 
portant  communication  arifes  from 
the  mifcarriage  of  the  colonel's 
letter,  although  fent  in  duplicate. 

Colonel  Woodington  highly 
praifes  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the 
troops  under  his  command ;  and  to 
judge  by  their  fuccefs,  the  praife 
is  well  merited. 

“  Colonel  Woodington  has,  in  a 
mo(l  particular  manner,  requeued 
that  I  fhould  lay  the  meritorious 
*  G  3  fervices 
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fer vices  of  Serjeant  Moore,  of  his 
Majefty’s  Both  regiment,  before 
you.  He  led  the  Forlorn  Hope  at 
the  affault  of  Broach,  and  behaved 
with  the  utrnpft  gallantry  on  that 
occafion,  Major  Cuyler  fpeaks 
highly  in  favoujr  of  his  general 
pharacfter. 

((  I  haye  the  honour  to  be, 

J.  Murray,  Col.” 
fo  Major  General  Nic bolls, 

(True  Copy.) 

J.  C.  Harris, 
^ding  Mil.  Sec. 

‘To  Colonel  Murray ,  commanding  the 
Forces  in  the  Guzerat » 

Sir, 

?*'  In  confequence4  of  your  com¬ 
munication  to  me  laft  night,  that 
you  had  not  received  my  official 
communication  on  the  furrender  of 
Powanghur  by  capitulation,  I  have 
the  honour  to  ^ddrefs  you  again  on 
the  fffi\je<T. 

<c  After  a  breach  had  been  ef- 
fe&ed  in  the  wall  of  the  inner  fort, 
as  aifo  that  another  was  almoft 
pra&icahle  in  a  tower  at  the  angle 
of  the  outer  fort,  the  garrifon  of¬ 
fered  to  capitulate  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th,  on  condition  of  being 
prote&ed  in  their  perfons  and  pri¬ 
vate  property. 

((  To  thefe  terras  I  agreed,  on 
condition  of  immediately  taking 
pofleffion  of  the  breach  in  the  inner 
wail,  with  a  company  of  Sepoys. 
They,  however,  tacked  other  fti- 
pulations  to  the  capitulation,  vijj. 
that  I  fhould  agree  to  pay  them 
the  arrears  due  from  Scindia,  ai.d 
that  two  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Gwicawar  cavalry  with  me  [a- 
mounting  to  about  three  hundred 
jhorfe)  fhould  fjgn  the  agreement,, 
To  thofe  latter  articles  1  would  on 

*9 


no  account  agree ;  and  it  was  not 
until  four  P.  M.  when  they  found, 
from  our  continuing  to  batter,  that 
I  would  admit  of  no  delay,  that 
they  agreed  to  the  original  terms, 
which  were  immediately  carried 
into  full  effect,  by  their  evacuation 
of  the  fort  and  mountain,  of  which 
we  took  pofleffion. 

“  If  this  had  not  taken  place,  I 
had  made  the  neceffary  arrange¬ 
ments  for  ftorming  both  breaches 
on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  and  I 
conceive  that  the  garrifon  were 
Intimidated,  from  a  knowledge 
that  if  they  oppofed  us  on  pur  en¬ 
tering  the  breaches,  their  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  upper  fort  woul4 
be  cut  off,  and  they  had  no  other 
way  to  efcape  than  the  road  which 
lay  down  by  our  battery. 

<(  Could  they  have  obtained  pof- 
feffion  of  the  upper  fort,  or  Balia 
Killa,  at  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  it  utterly 
impregnable. 

<(  I  have  left  Captain  ClitTe,  of 
the  Engineers,  to  take  a  plan  and 
view  of  the  forts  and  works  on  the 
mountain,  which,  I  doubt  not, 
from  his  known  abilities,  will  be 
ably  executed. 

t(  It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure 
that  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
fubmitting,  for  your  notice,  the 
merits,  zeal,  and  great  exertions, 
of  all  ranks  on  this  fervice. 

(<  I  have  the  honour  Lo  be,  &c» 

Henry  Woodington, 
Lieut  Col.” 

Baroda ,  zijl  Sept,  I  803. 

Ext  raft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Go* 
rutrnor  in  Council  at  Bombay ,  to 
the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Conrl 
of  Direftors ,  dated  Bombay -cafle) 

%clQtftoher>  1803. 

(S  Qua 
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(<  Our  Prelident  has  received 
from  Hon.  Major-General  Wei. 
lefley  a  difpatch  of  the  25th  ult. 
as  per  copy  enclofed.  From  the 
report  contained  in  it,  your  ho¬ 
nourable  committee  will  obferve, 
that  the  General  attacked  the  com¬ 
bined  forces  of  Dowlut  Bow  Scin- 
dia  and  the  Berar  Rajah  on  the 
23d  of  September,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Adjunty  Pafs,  with  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  army  under  his  own 
immediate  command,  and  that  the 
very  obftinate  action  that  enfued 
terminated  in  the  complete  defeat 
of  the  confederates,  with  the  lofs 
to  them  of  ninety  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  the  Hon.  General  Wellcfley 
has  captured. 

We  hare  not  received  an  offi¬ 
cial  report  of  cafualties  during  the 
engagement ;  but  the  General  hates 
our  lofs  of  officers  and  men  to  have 
been  great.  As  far  as  private  in¬ 
formation  has  enabled  us,  we  have 
endeavoured  to  fupply  this  defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  enclofed  lift  of  killed 
and  wounded  on  that  occafion  ;  it 
is  confidered  to  be  incomplete  in 
not  containing  the  names  of  all  the 
officers  who  fuffiered  ;  but,  in  other 
refpeHs,  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  corredt. 

“  From  the  molt  recent  private 
accounts  from  the  Hon.  Major-. 
General  Wellefley,  it  appeals  that 
Scindia  and  the  Rajah  Berar  had 
defeended  the  Adjunty  Ghaut-,  and 
that  the  Bririfh  forces  were  imme¬ 
diately  to  proceed  in  purfuit  of 
them  beyond  the  Nizam’s  frontier. *> 

For  Enclosure,  No.  i,  fee  the 
early  part  of  this  Gazette. 

(Enclosure,  No.  2.) 

J Jonathan  Duncan ,  Efq.  &c,  &  c, 

(s  Sir, 

“  I  attacked  the  united  armies 


of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindia  and  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  with  my  divifion 
on  the  23d,  and  the  refult  of  the 
addon  which  enfued  was,  that  they 
weie  completely  defeated,  with  the 
lofs  of  ninety  pieces  of  cannon 
which  I  have  taken.  I  have  fuf- 
fered  a  great  lofs  of  officers  and 
men. 

(C  1  enclofe  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  the  Governor  General,  in  which 
I  have  given  him  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  the  events  which  led  to 
and  occurred  in  the  adiion. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Arthur  Wellesley.'* 
Camp,  z^th  Sept,  1803. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  General \ 

&C,  rdc. 

C(  My  Lord, 

“  I  was  joined  by  Major  Hill, 
with  the  laft  of  the  convoys  ex- 
pedfed  from  the  River  Kiftna,  and 
on  the  1 8th,  and  on  the  zoth,  was 
enabled  to  move  forward  towards 
the  enemy,  who  had  been  joined, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feven  or 
eight  days,  by  the  infantry  under 
Colonel  Pohlman,  by  that  belong¬ 
ing  to  Begum  Sumreo,  and  by 
another  brigade  of  infantry,  the 
name  of  whofe  commander  I  have 
not  afeerrained.  The  enemy’s  ar¬ 
my  was  coiieded  about  Bakerdun, 
and  between  that  place  and  Jaf- 
ferabad. 

(i  I  was  near  Colonel  Steven- 
fon’s  corps  on  the  21ft,  *md  had  a 
conference  with  that  officer,  in 
which  we  concerted  a  plan  to  at¬ 
tack  the  enemy’s  army  with  the 
divihons  under  our  command  on 
the  24th,  in  the  morning  ;  and  we 
marched  on  the  2 2d,  Colonel  Ste- 
venfon  by  the  weftern  route,  and 
I  bv  the  eaftem  route,  round  the 
*  G  4  hills 
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lulls,  between  Beednaporer  and 
Jalnah. 

(<  On  the  23d,  1  arrived  at 

INaulajiah,  and  there  received  a 
jreport,  that  Scindia  and  the  Rajah 
pf  Berar  had  moved  off  in  the 
morning  with  their  -cavalry,  and 
that  the  infantry  were  about  to 
follow,  but  were  ft  ill  in  camp,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  fix  miles  from 
the  ground  pn  which  I  intended  to 
(encamp.  .  It  was  obvious  that  the 
attack  was  no  longer  to  be  delayed, 
and  having  provided  for  the  Se¬ 
curity , of  my  baggage  and  ftores  at 
Naulaiah,  I  marched  on  to  attack 
the  enemy. 

“  I  found  the  whole  combined 
army  of  Scindia  and  the  Rajah  of 
Berar  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the 
Kiftna  river,  nearly  on  the  ground 
which  I  had  been  informed  that 
they  occupied. 

u  Their  right,  which  confifted 
entirely  of  cavalry,  was  about  Ba- 
kerdun,  and  extended  to  their  corps 
of  infantry,  which  were  encamped 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Afifye. 
Although  I  pame  firft  in  front  of 
their  right,  I  determined  to  attack 
their  Ipft, .  as  the  defeat  of  their 
corps  of  infantry  was  moft  likely 
to  be  e'ftetftual ;  accordingly  I 
naarched  rouad  to  their  left  flank, 
covering  the  march  of  the  column 
of  infantry  b)  the  Britifii  cavalry 
in  the  reap,  and  by  the  Mahratta 
and  My Tore  cavalry  on  the  right 
flank. 

“  We  rafted  the  river  Kiftna  at 
a  ford  beyond,  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  and  I  formed  the  infantry 
immediately  ip  two  lines,  with 
the  Britilh  cavalry  as  a  refer ve  in 
a  third,  in  an  open  fpace  between 
that  river  and  a  Nullah  running: 
parallel  to  it.  The  Mahratta  and 
My  fore  cavalry  occupied  the  ground 


beyond  the  Kiftna  on  our  left  flank, 
"and  kept  in  check  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  which  had  fol¬ 
lowed  our  march  from  the  right  of 
their  own  pofition. 

The  enemy  had  altered  the 

J 

pofition  of  their  infantry'  previous 
to  our  attack  :  it  was  no  longer, 
as  at  firft,  along  the  Kiftna,  but 
extended  from  that  river  aerofs  to 
the  village  of  Afifye,  upon  the 
Nullah,  which  was  upon  our  right. 
We  attacked  them  immediately, 
and  the  troops  advanced  under  a 
very  hot  fire  from  cannon,  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  which  was  terrible. 

((  The  picquets  of  the  infantry 
arid  the  74th  regiment,  which  were 
on  the  right  of  the  firft  and  feeond 
lines,  buffered  particularly  from 
the  fire  of  the  guns  on  the  left  of 
the  enemy’s  pofition  near  Afifye . 
The  enemy’s  cavalry  alfo  me.de  an 
attempt  to  charge  the  74th  regi¬ 
ment  at  the  moment  when  they 
were  moft  expofed  to  this  fire,  but 
they  were  cut  up  by  the  Britifii 
cavalry,  which  moved  on  at  that 
moment.  At  length  the  enemy’s 
line  gave  way  in  ail  directions, 
and  the  Britifii  cavalry  cut  in 
among  their  broken  infantry,  but 
feme  of  their  corps  went  off  in 
good  order,  and  a  fire  was  kept 
up  on  our  troops  from  many  of  the 
guns  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  firft  driven,  by  individuals 
who  had  been  pafted  by  the  line, 
under  the  fuppofition  that  they 
were  dead. 

((  Lieut.  Colonel  Maxwell,  with 
the  Britifii  cavalry,  charged  a  large 
body  of  infantry,  which  had  re¬ 
tired  and  was  formed  again,  in 
which  operation  he  was  killed, 
and  fome  time  elapfed  before  we 
could  put  an  end  to  the  draggling 
fire  which  was  kept  up  by  indivi¬ 
duals^ 
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duals,  from  the  guns  from  which 
the  enemy  were  driven.  The  ene¬ 
my’s  cavalry  alfo,  which  had  been 
hovering  round  us  throughout  the 
adion,  was  ft  til  near  us.  At 
length,  when  the  laft  formed  body 
of  infantry  gave  way,  the  whole 
went  off,  and  left  in  our  hands  90 
pieces  of  cannon.  This'vidory, 
which  was  certainly  complete,  has 
however  coft  us  dear  *  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  will  perceive,  by  the  en~ 
clofed  return,  that  our  lofs  in  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  has  been  very  great, 
and  in  that  of  Lieut.  Col.  Max¬ 
well  and  other  officers,  whofe  names 
are  therein  included,  greatly  to  be 
regretted. 

“  I  cannot  write  in  too  ftrong 
terras  of  the  condud  of  the  troops  ; 
they  advanced  in  the  beft  order, 
and  with  the  greateft  fteadinefs^ 
■under  a  moft  deftrudive  fire,  againfl 
a  body  of  infantry  far  lupexior  in 
numbers,  who  appeared  determined 
to  contend  with  them  to  the  laft, 
and  who  were  driven  from  their 
guns  only  by  the  bayonet  ;  and, 
notwithftanding  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  the  re¬ 
peated  demonftrations  they  made 
oi  an  intention  to  charge,  they 
weie  ke  t  at  a  diftance  by  the  in¬ 
fantry. 

■  £-  I  am  particularly  indebted  to 
Lieut.  Co>.  Harnefs  and  Lieut. 
Col.  Wallace,  for  the  manner  in 
which  hey  conducted  their  bri¬ 
gades,  and  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
ft  at,  for  the  aiftftance  I  received 
from  them. 

The  officers  commanding  bri¬ 
gades,  nearly  all  thole  of  the  ftafF, 
and  the  mounted  officers  of  the  in¬ 
fantry,  had  their  horfes  ftiot  under 
them. 

“  I  have  alfo  to  draw  your  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  notice  to  the  condud  of 


the  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Maxwell,  particularly  that 
of  the' 19th  dragoons. 

The  enemy  are  gone  offi  to¬ 
wards  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut,  and  I 
propofe  to  follow  them  as  foon  as  I 
can  place  my  captured  guns  and 
the  wounded  in  fecurity. 

(i  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

A.  Wellesley,  M.'GR* 
Campy  at  Affyey  Sept ,  24,  1803. 

(Enclosure,  No.  3.) 

Lift  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  in  the 
Adi  ion  of  the  23d  of  Sept.  1803. 

Killed .■ — 19th  Light  Dragoons, 
Lieut,  C©1.  Maxwell  and  Captain 
Boyle. — 4th  Reg.  Native  Cavalry, 
Capt.  Mackey.— -5th  Ditto,  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Bonomi  and  Macleod.— 
His  Majefty’s  74th  Reg.  Captains 
Macleod,  Ayten,  Dyce,  and  Max¬ 
well,  Lieutenants  j.  Campbell, 

— —  Campbell,  - -  Campbell, 

T.  Grant,  Morris,  Nelfon,  and 
Volunteer  Moore.— -His  Majefty’s 
78th  Reg.  Lieutenant  Douglas.— *- 
ift  Battalion  2d  Reg.  Native  In¬ 
fantry,  Lieut,  Brown. -—Artillery, 
Captains  Fowler  and  Steel.  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Lindfay  and  Griffiths. 

Wounded.  —  19th  Light  Dra¬ 
goons,  Captains  Cathcart  and 
Seale,  Lieut.  Wilfon. — 4th  Reg. 
Native  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Paley,  and 
Cornet  Me/edith.  - —  5th  Ditto, 
Captain  Colebrooke. — 7th  Ditto, 
Captain  Macgregor.- — His  Majef¬ 
ty’s  74th  Regiment,  Major  Swin- 
ton ;  Capt.  Lieut.  Moore ;  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Shaw,  Main,  Macmurdo, 
and  Langlands  ;  Enftgn  Keerman. 
• — His  Majefty’s  78th  Reg.  Capt. 
Mackenzie  \  Lieutenants  Larkins 
and  Kinlock  ;  Enftgn  Bethune.--*. 
1  ft  Battalion  2d  Reg.  Native  In¬ 
fantry, 
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fantry,  Lieut.  Walker. — ift  Bat¬ 
talion  8th  Reg.  Native  Infantry, 
Lieutenants  Fair,  Davie,  Fenwick, 
and  Hunter. — -rft  Battalion  12th 
Reg.  Native  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col. 
Macleod  ;  Major  Macally  ;  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Hervey,  Smith,  Decruz, 
and  Boodler. — id  Battalion  10th 
Reg.  Native  Infantry,  Lieutenant 
Pahry. 

His  Majesty's  74th,  124  killed, 
270  wounded.  His  Majefty’s  78th, 
29  killed,  76  wounded.  Total, 
153  killed,  346  wounded. 

N.  B.  Europeans,  killed  and 
wounded,  including  artillery  and 
officers,  is  upwards  of  600.  Of 
the  natives  no  account  has  yet  been 
received,  but  fuppofed  about  900. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed)  J.  A.  Grant,  Sec. 
SECRET  DEPARTMENT. 

To  Wm.  Ramfay ,  Efq.  Secretary  at 
the  India  Houfe ,  London. 

<c  Sir, 

t(  I  am  directed  by  the  Honour¬ 
able  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
tranfmit  to  you  the  enclofed  copy 
of  a  letter  of  the  10th  ult.  as  juft 
received  from  the  Chief  Secretary 
of  the  Supreme  Government,  with 
the  Gazettes  Extraordinary,  pub. 
lulled  by  his  Excellency’s  com¬ 
mand  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  as  therein  referred  to. 

“  According  to  the  Shroff’s  let¬ 
ters  from  lanaqhar,  General  Peron 
is  faid  to  have  fince  furrendered 
and  come  in,  and  the  Britifh  forces 
to  have  obtained  poftetiion  of  Agra 
and  Delhi,  early  in  the  laft  month. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

J.  A.  Grant, 
Secretary  to  Government. 
Bombay  Cafiie)  5  th  Qlh  1803. 


[Enclosure,  No.  l.j 

To  J.  A.  Grant ,  Efq.  Secretary  i» 
the  Government  at  Bombay . 

u  Sir, 

((  I  am  directed  by  his  Excel¬ 
lency,  the  Moft  Noble  the  Go¬ 
vernor-General  in  Council,  to  de¬ 
fire,  that  the  enclofed  Gazettes 
Extraordinary,  publifhed  by  his 
Excellency’s  command  on  the  8th 
and  9th  inftanr,  may  be  laid  before 
the  Honourable  the  Governor  in 
Council  at  Bombay. 

((  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 
J.  Lumsden,  Chief 
Secretary  to  Government.’* 
Fort  William ,  Sept .  10,  1803. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed)  j.  Grant, 

Secretary  to  Government 

[E  NCLOSURE,  No.  2. j 

Calcutta  Gazette  Extraor¬ 
dinary. 

Fort  William ,  Thurfday , 
Sept.  8,  1803. 

A  Di/patch,  of  (which  the  following 
is  an  Extract y  has  been  received 
this  Day  by  his  Excellency  the  Moft 
Noble  the  Governor-General ,  from 
his  Excellency  the  Commander  in 
Chief. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Mofl  Noble 
Marquis  Wellejley ,  Governor-Ge¬ 
neral ,  &c. 

My  Lord, 

<f  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  'Lordihip,  that  I  attacked 
M.  Peron’ s  force  this  morning, 
which  was  ftrcmgly  polled  with 

their 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


their  right  extending  to  the  fort 
of  Ally  Ghur,  and  their  entire 
front  protefted  by  a  deep  morafs, 
which  obliged  me  to  change  my 
original  plan  of  attack,  and  detour 
conflderably  to  the  right,  to  turn 
their  left  flank,  which  I  completely 
effe&ed,  diflodging  a  body  of 
troops  which  were  poked  in  a  vil¬ 
lage  in  the  enemy’s  front. 

<e  On  moving  forward  with  the 
cavalry,  in  two  lines,  fupported 
by  the  line  of  infantry  and  guns, 
the  enemy  immediately  retired, 
after  a  few  fhot  from  the  cavalry 
guns,  which  did  feme  execution. 

“  Several  attempts  were  made  to 
charge  fome  conflderable  bodies  of 
cavalry,  who  made  an  appearance 
of  Handing,  but  the  rapidity  of 
their  retreat  prevented  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  effe&ing  it  fo  completely  as 
I  could  have  wiflied  ;  but  I  have 
jreafon  to  believe,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  operations  of  this 
day,  many  of  his  confederates  have 
left  him. 

((  My  lofs  in  men  and  horfes  is 
very  inconflderable,  and  no  officer. 

“  I  have  the  pleafure  to  affure 
your  Lordfhip,  that  the  zeal,  afti- 
vity,  and  iteadinefs,  difplayed  by 
both  officers  and  men,  afforded  me 
entire  fatisfa&ion,  and  deferve  my 
warmeft  praife. 

“  My  Staff  afforded  me  every 
affiftance,  and  I  feel  myfelf  under 
great  obligations  to  them. 

iC  From  every  information  I  can 
obtain,  immediately  upon  our  ad¬ 
vancing,  M.  Peron,  with  his  body 
guard,  retired  towards  Agra,  and 
has  left  Colonel  Pedron  in  charge 
of  the  fort. 

u  I  am  at  prefent  encamped  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  fort,  and  the 
town  of  Coel  is  occupied  by  one 
pf  my  battalions. 


((  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordlhip’s  moll  faith¬ 
ful  and  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  G.  Lake.3* 
Head  Quarters ,  Camp  before 
Ally  Ghur,  Aug.  29,  1803. 

Publi/hed  by  Command  of  his 
Excellency  the  Mojl  Noble 
Governor-  General  in  Coun- 
cil. 

(Signed)  J.  Lumsden,  Chief 
Secretary  to  Government. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed)  J.  A.  Grant,  Se¬ 
cretary  to  Government. 

[Enclosure,  No.  3.] 

Calcutta  Gazette  Extraor¬ 
dinary. 

Fort  William,  Friday ,  Sept.  9,  1803. 

A  Difpatch,  of  avhich  the  following 
is  cm  Extract,  has  been  received 
this  Day  by  his  Excellency  the  Moft 
Noble  the  Governor -General,  from 
his  Excellency  the  Commander  in 
Chief 

sc  My  Lord, 

"  It  is  with  infinite  fatisfadfion  I 
inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  part  of  the, coun¬ 
try  are  coming  in  fail,  and  manifeft 
a  with  of  being  protected  by  the 
Britifh  Government ;  and  that,  in 
confequence  of  my  having  caufed 
it  to  be  made  known  to  the  head 
men  of  the  villages  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  that  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention  to  moled  either  the  perfons 
or  properties  of  fuch  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  as  fliall  claim  my  protedUon* 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  fay,  that  the 
people  who  had  deferted  the  town 
of  Coel  on  our  approach  yeflerday, 
axe  returning  fall  to  their  houfes, 

and 
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and  the  town  is  nearly  re-peopled. 
Indeed  they  have  every  reafon  to 
be  fatisfied,  as  the  inftant  this  po¬ 
rtion  was  gained  a  battalion  was 
polled  in  Coel,  to  prevent  plun¬ 
der  ;  by  which  means  very  little 
lofs  was  fuftained  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants. 

“  I  learn  from  all  quarters,  that 


forward  to  you,  for  the  informs^ 
tion  of  his  Excellency  the  Molt 
Noble  the  Governor-General  in 
Council,  a  return  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  in  the  ac¬ 
tion  which  took  place  yefierday 
between  the  Britifh  army  and  that 
of  General  Peron. 

Ci  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 


moil  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  who  your  obedient  fervant, 


oppofed  us  yefterday  have  returned 
to  their  homes,  declaring  their  in¬ 
ability  to  oppofe  the  Englifh. 

i(  From  every  account  I  can  re¬ 
ceive,  the  number  of  cavalry  op¬ 
pofed  to  us  amounted  to  15  or 
20,000. 

The  country  in  our  rear  is  in 
a 'date  of  perfect  tranquillity,  nor 
has  It  been  molefied  by  a  fingle 
horfeman. 

u  I  have  fent  into  the  fort  a 
Commons,  in  Englilh  and  French, 
which  will,  I  truft,  have  the.  de¬ 
li  red  effect. 

I  halve  the  honour  to  be,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordfhip’s  moff  faith¬ 
ful  and  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  G.  Lake,’* 

JPi ublijhed  by  Command  of  his 
Excellency  the  Moji  'Noble 
the  Governor  General  in 
Conned. 

J.  Lumsden,  Chief  Sec. 
to  the  Government. 


[Enclosure,  No.  4.] 


Calcutta  Gazette  Extraor¬ 
dinary, 


Saturday ,  Sept.  10,  1803. 

To  Capt.  Lionel  Hook ,  Secretary  to  the 
Government  Military  Department . 

cc  Sir, 

I  have  the  honour,  by  order 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to 


D.  OCHTERI  ONY, 

Dep.  Ad  j.  Gen. 
Head  Quarters,  Camp ,  at  Coel , 
Aug.  30,  1803. 


Return  of  the  Killed ,  Wounded ,  and 
Miffing,  in  the  ltd  and  3  d  Bri¬ 
gades  of  Cavalry. 


Killed.  Men,  i.  Horfes,  3. 
Wounded.  Men,  4.  Horfes,  8 e 
Miffing.  Horfes,  10. 

Rublijhed  by  Command  of  his 
Excellency  the  Mofi  Boole 
the  Governor -General  in 
Council. 

L.  Hook,  Sec.  to  Gov, 
Milit.  Department. 


D  owning-Street,  April  5, 


A  DiJ patch,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  Copy,  vuas  this  Day  received 
by  Lord  Hobart ,  from  the  Hon.  F. 
North y  Governor  of  Ceylon  : 


<{  My  Lord, 

e(  It  has  pleafed  God  to  blefs 
the  exertions  of  our  fmall  force 
with  the  molt  extraordinary  fuc-> 
cefs.  Not  more  than  eight  days 
ago,  the  King  of  Candy,  at  the 
head  of  the  molt  numerous  force 
which  he  could  collect  in  his  do¬ 
minions,  burll  into  thefe  fettle- 
ments  at  Sitawaca,  and  attacked 
the  petty  fortrefs  of  Hangwelle,  afi 
the  ciiftance  of  eighteen  Englifh. 

miles 
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miles  from  this  city,  which  was 
defended  by  a  fmall  garrifbn  of  50 
Europeans,  160  Sepoys,  and  17 
G  un-Lafcars,  on  the  3d,  4th,  and 
6sh  of  this  month.  Of  thefe  ac¬ 
tions,  the  lad  was  by  far  the  moft 
bloody  and  decifive.  After  a  com¬ 
bat  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  the 
Candians  were  defeated  with  great 
daughter,  their  guns  taken,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  royal  ftandard, 
and  more  than  120  Bengal  and 
Madras  Lafcars,  who  had  been 
made  prifoners  at  Candy,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  work  at  the  Candian 
guns,  were  brought  back  again  to 
our  fervice.  The  King  fled  at  the 
beginning  of  the  adlion,  and  was 
followed  by  Leuke,  Deffave  of  the 
Tour  Cories,  and  by  the  Maha 
Mohottiar,  or  Chief  Secretary  of 
State,  both  of  whofe  heads  he  or¬ 
dered  immediately  to  be  A  ruck  off. 
A  reinforcement  was  fent  up  on 
the  night  after  the  battle,  confid¬ 
ing  of  50  Europeans  and  80  Se¬ 
poys,  under  Captain  Hankey,  to 
join  Captain  Pollock,  who  had 
commanded  on  that  day,  the  ill 
health  of  Lieutenant  Mercer,  who 
had  hitherto  defended  the  place 
with  great  vigour  and  judgment, 
having  rendered  it  neceflary  to  re¬ 
lieve  him  from,  that  fatiguing  com¬ 
mand.  Captain  Pollock  marched 
forward  towards  the  Candian  fron¬ 
tier,  on  the  morning-  of  the  9th  ; 
and  after  overcoming  all  oppofi- 
tion,  arrived,  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  at  Rowanelly,  on  the 
Calany  Gunga,  in  the  Candian  ter¬ 
ritory,  where  the  king  had  formed 
his  principal  magazine.  Captain 
Buchan  (who  had  proceeded  with 
a  detachment  from  Negombo, 
through  the  Hina  and  fhe  Hapit- 
tigam  Cories, )  arrived  there,  at 


the  fame  time,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  ;  the  enemy  fled  ;  the 
{lores  fell  into  our  hands,  and  have 
been  brought  away  ;  and  the  town, 
with  the  king’s  new  palace  there, 
entirely  burnt. 

The  details  of  thefe  important 
occurrences  are  given  at  full  length 
in  the  enclofed  Gazettes.  The 
diftriHs  of  Gaila  and  Matura,  of 
Chilow  and  Putlam,  are  alfo  de¬ 
livered  from  the  enemy,  and  re- 
flored  to  perfect  obedience  and 
tranquillity  ;  and  the  increafe  of 
our  force,  by  the  recovery  of  the 
Malays,  will  enable  me  to  fend  a 
fmall  body  of  troops  to  Manaar, 
to  protect  the  northern  diflricts, 
of  the  fit  nation  of  which  we  have 
had  no  information  for  thefe  lafe 
three  weeks,  as  the  paflage  of  the 
mail  has  been  intercepted.  Two 
hundred  of  the  34th  regiment  have 
been  fent  to  Trincomalee  by  the 
Madras  Government,  and  will  foon 
be  relieved  by' 250  of  the  10th  ; 
and  Lord  Welleiley  has,  deflined 
the  battalion  of  Bengal  volunteers 
for  this  ill  and . 

“  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  See, 
F.  North.” 

1 1  P.  S.  Since  1  concluded  my 
letter,  I  have  received  intelligence 
from  E feign  Pendergaft,  command¬ 
ing  at  Hambangtotte,  that  he  had 
been  blockaded  in  that  new  colony’ 
from  the  23d  ultimo  to  the  9th  of 
this  month,  but  had  beat  off  the 
enemy;  and  that  -  his  Majefly’s 
(hip  Wilhelmina  had  touched  there 
with  the  Royal  Artillery  front 
Trincomalee,  deflined  for  this  fide 
of  the  iflandj  and  left  eight'* men 
there. 


F.  MM 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Pol¬ 
lock  y  commanding  the  Detachment 
on  the  Expedition  to  Rowanella , 
to  Captain  R,  Mowbray ,  Adi  in g 
Deputy  Adjutant -General^  dated 
AvifanjelU)  I  %th  Sept.  1803. 

((  Sir/ 

S(  I  have  the  honour  to  report, 
for  the  information  of  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Macdowall,  that  I  marched 
yefterday  morning,  with  the  de¬ 
tachment  under  my  command,  for 
Rowanella.  I  found  the  enemy 
polled  at  all  the  palles  on  the  road, 
and  very  ftrong  batteries  ere&ed 
for  their  defence,  from  which  they 
were  driven  with  confiderable 
Slaughter,  and,  I  am  happy  to  fay, 
^vith  only  the  lofs  of  one  Gun  Laf- 
car  Tindall,  on  our  fide,  wounded* 
On  arriving  at  the  Rowanella  ri¬ 
ver,  we  found  the  oppofite  bank 
lined  with  batteries,  and  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon,  from  which  the 
enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of 
round  and  grape  (hot,  and  a  con- 
Hant  fire  of  mufquetry.  Not  be¬ 
ing  fufiiciently  acquainted  with  the 
ftate  of  the  river  to  attempt  ford¬ 
ing  it  immediately,  the  detach¬ 
ment  were  here  obliged  to  halt  a 
few  minutes,  when  a  ford  was  dif~ 
covered ;  Captain  Hankey  and 
Lieutenant  Mercer,  with  the  ad¬ 
vance,  inftantly  pufhed  over,  and 
Captain  Buchan,  with  his  detach¬ 
ment,  appearing  at  this  moment 
on  the  enemy's  right  flank,  they 
fled  in  all  directions. 

(i  1  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  a 
return  of  ordnance  and  ftores  cap¬ 
tured  upon  this  oceafion,  ail  of 
which  I  have  brought  off.  1  have 
much  pleafure  in  reporting  the 
good  behaviour  of  the  whole  de¬ 
tachment,  and  the  obligations  I 


am  under  to  Captain  Buchan,  for 
the  effectual  fupport  he  afforded 
me,  notwithftanding  the  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  he  had  to  encounter  from 
the  extreme  badnefs  of  the  road  by 
which  he  advanced  on  the  North 
Bank  of  the  Calany  Gungar.  The 
two  detachments  took  up  theif 
quarters  for  the  night  in  the  pa¬ 
lace ;  and  this  morning,  finding 
the  enemy  had  retreated  into  the 
interior  of  their  territory,  I  or¬ 
dered  the  palace  and  village  of 
Rowanella  to  be  burnt,  which  was 
completely  done,  and  I  returned 
here  about  eleven  o’clock. 

“  I  fhall  proceed  to-morrow* 
morning  to  Hangwelle,  and  there 
await  Major-General  Macdowall’s 
further  orders. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c0 
W.  Pollock, 
Capt.  5 1  ft  Reg.,a 

A  Return  of  the  Ordnance  Stores 
taken  at  Rvwetrdla* 

Three  light  6-pounders,  mounted 
on  travelling  carriages  ;  one  light 
3-pounder,  ditto  ditto  ;  two  41- 
inch  mortars,  with  beds ;  feventy. 
fix  6-pounder  flannel  cartridges^ 
with  round  fhot,  fixed  to  wood 
bottoms;  twenty  3-pounder  flan¬ 
nel  cartridges,  with  cafe  fhot,  fixed 
to  wood  bottoms;  fifty  4§-inch 
mortar-fhells ;  with  fhot,  fpunges* 
ladles,  &c. 

Some  camp  equipage  and  an  ele= 
phant  were  alfo  taken* 

Accounts  received  from  Majof 
Evans  and  Captain  Blackall  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  diftridts  of  Pu- 
tang  and  Chillaw  are  reftored  to' 
perfedl  tranquillity. 

The  Candians  have  alfo  en¬ 
tirely*. 
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£irely  evacuated  the  diftrift  of 
Gaik ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
villages  lately  occupied  by  them, 
have  returned  fo  effectually  to  their 
duty,  that  they  have  invited  the 
renters  to  come  back  among  them, 
and  continue  collecting  their  rents. 

The  firft  Adigaar  has  retreated 
from  the  diftrict  of  Matura,  which 
is  nearly  reduced  to  obedience,  and 
the  regular  communication  is  again 
eftablifhed  with  the  Tangalle. — 
Hambangtotte,  it  is  fuppofed,  has 
not  been  evacuated. 

London  Gazette  Extraordi¬ 
nary. 

Monday,  April  9. 

[This  Gazette  contained  dif- 
patches  which  had  been  received 
at  the  India- Houfe,  from  Bombay, 
relating  to  the  operations  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Lake  before  Agra,  under 
date  of  the  10th,  12th,  14th,  and 
18th  of  October;  as  alfo  farther 
reports  from  Lieutenant-C'olonel 
Hareourt,  dated  Oft.  14  and  *5* 
They  are  in  fubftance  as  follow  : 

In  a  letter,  dated  Nov.  22, 
Major-General  Welle  (ley  writes  to 
Colonel  Murray,  that  having  con, 
eluded  an  armiftiee  with  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindia,  the  Britifh  troops  are 
not  to  advance  beyond  Dohud ; 
and  thofe  in  the  fervice  of  Scindia 
are  not  to  approach  Dohud  from 
the  eaftward  nearer  than  twenty 
cofs.  The  agreement  is  only  ap, 
plicable  to  the  troops  of  Scindia. 

The  Bombay  Courier  Extraor - 
dinary ,  of  Dec.  3,  contains  the 
following  important  intelligence : 

(t  Barackpore ,  Nov,  13,  1803- 
“  Difpatches have  been  received 


from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  the  moft 
complete  and  glorious  victory  has 
been  obtained  on  the  ift  in  ft  ant,  at 
Ca-fowly,  over  a  body  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  confifting  of  the  battalions 
detached  in  J  uiy  from  the  Dekan, 
with  fome  battalions  which  had 
efcaped  from  Delhi  (amounting  al¬ 
together  to  feventeen  battalions), 
and  a  large  body  of  hone.  All 
the  enemy's  battalions  were  cut  up 
or  taken,  and  near  feventy  guns  ; 
their  whole  baggage,  buzars,  &c* 
are  in  our  poiTellion.  General 
Lake  had  for  fome  days  been  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemy  :  on  the  morn, 
ing  of  the  31ft  of  October,  the 
General  had  marched  twenty  miles, 
and  hearing  that  the  enemy  were 
halted  at  a  considerable  diftance, 
at  twelve  P.  M.  the  night  of  the 
31ft  of  October,  he  advanced  twen¬ 
ty  miles  with  the  cavalry,  (making 
the  whole  diftance  marched  in 
twenty-four  hours  forty  miles,) 
and  came  up  with  the  enemy  at 
day -break  on  the  1  ft.  We  imme¬ 
diately  attacked,  to  detain  them 
until'  the  arrival  of  the  infantry 
This  plan  fucceeded  completely. 
When  the  infantry  arrived,  a  ge¬ 
neral  attack  was  made  on  the  ene¬ 
my,  who,  after  a  moft  defperate 
refiftance,  were  entirely  defeated, 
but  with  a  fevere  lofs  on  our  fide. 
The  details  of  the  aftion  are  not 
yet  received,  but  Major-General 
Ware,  Colonel  Vandeleure,  Major 
Griffiths,  aide-de-camp  to  the  go¬ 
vernor-general,  Major  Campbell, 
Deputy  Quarter- Mafter-  General, 
and  Lieutenant  Duval,  aide-de* 
camp  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
were  killed.  The  general  had  two 
horfes  killed  under  him,  and  his 
coat  torn  with  a  grape-fhot.  Ma¬ 
jor 
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jot;  Lake  was  wounded  in  the  knee 
with  a  grape-fhot ;  he  will  not, 
however,  lofe  his  leg.” 

In  confequence  of  this  vidory, 
a  royal  falute  and  three  vollies  of 
muiketry  were  ordered  to  be  fired 
at  all  the  ilations  of  the  army.] 

Tuesday^  App^il  io. 

Letters  from  General  Lake  to  Mar¬ 
quis  Welle fey,  dated.  Agra,  Oft.  1 6. 

<(  My  Lord, 

ic  Finding  it  impoffible  to  make 
approaches  again!!  this  place,  as 
long  as  the  feven  battalions  of  the 
enemy,  who  remained  here,  were 
in  poiTeffion  of  the  town  of  Agra, 
of  an  encampment  with  a  large 
number  of  guns  on  the  glacis,  and 
of  the  ravines  with  which  the 
fouth  and  fo nth -weft  face  of  the 
fort  is  furrounded,  I  determined 
to  di [lodge  the  enemy  from  the 
town,  and  occupy  the  ravines  this 
morning,  which  will  anfwer  as 
trenches,  and  afford  complete  co¬ 
ver  for  carrying  on  our  works. 
With  this  view  I  ordered  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Clarke,  who  was  en¬ 
camped  with  his  brigade  in  the  rear 
of  the  town,  to  take  pofTeflion  of 
it,  at  the  fame  time  that  three 
battalions  advanced  to  occupy  the 
ravines.  The  attacks  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  the  town,  as  well  as 
the  ravines,  are  now  occupied  by 
Our  troops.  Lieut. ..Colonel  M‘Cul- 
lock,  Major  Haldane,  and  Captain 
Worfley,  led  the  battalions  that 
advanced  on  tl]e  ravines.  Every 
praife  is  due  to  thofe  officers,  who 
performed  every  thing  required  of 
them  with  the  greateii  alacrity  and 
fteadifiefs.  1  am  lorry  to  fry, 
that  a  number  of  men  have  been 


killed  and  wounded,  as  well  al 
officers,  owing  to  their  high  fpirii 
and  anxiety  to  poffefs  themfelves 
of  the  enemy’s  guns ;  they  quitted 
the  ravines  and  gained  the  glacis, 
driving  the  enemy  from  their  po- 
fition ;  in  effeding  which,  from 
being  clofe  under  the  fort,  they 
were  expofed  to  a  very  heavy  fire.’ 
My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Hon. 
Major-General  St.  John,  for  his 
fpirited  condud  in  advancing  at 
the  head  of  the  fecond  battalion  of 
the  2d  Native  Infantry,  which  I 
found  it  necefiary  to  order  up  to 
fupport  the  attack. — Brigadier- 
General  Clarke,  in  his  attack  on 
the  town,  met  with  confiderable 
refifiance,  which,  by  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  un¬ 
der  his  command,  was  at  length 
fur  mounted. 

[The  General  then  exprefies  hi3 
obligations  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
White,  who  commanded  five  com¬ 
panies  of  the  1 6th  Native  Infantry  ; 
to  Lieurenant- Colonel  Gerrard  ; 
to  Major  Thomas,  who  was  fe- 
verely  wounded,  though  expeded 
to  recover ;  and  to  Lieutenant 
Hay,  of  the  Artillery.] 

In  a  letter  of  Odober  13,  Ge¬ 
neral  Lake  announces  that  fome 
battalions  oppofed  to  him  in  the 
affair  of  the  10th,  came  over  on 
the  1 2th.  Their  number  is  2,500. 
They  fated  their  lofs  in  theadion 
above  mentioned  to  be  upwards 
of  600. 

I  \ 

Return  of  Killed ,  Wounded and 

Miffing,  in  the  Affair  of  the 

10th. 

Artillery,  Lieutenant  Beagham, 
wounded. — 2d  Battalion,  9th  Reg. 
Lieutenant  Grant,  killed  {  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Whitaker,  wounded,  iince 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  *  97 


dead.— I  ft  Bat.  12  th  Regiment, 
Lieutenant  Woollet,  wounded. — 
ift  Bat.  14th  Regiment,  Major 
Thomas,  Lieutenant  Rofe,  and 
Enfign  Oliver,  wounded.— 1  ft  Bat. 
f  5th  Regiment,  Lieutenant  Perry, 
wounded. — Total  killed,  33.  To¬ 
tal  wounded,  179.— Miffing,  15. 

Letter  from  General  Lake  to  Marquis 

Welleflcyy  dated  Agra3  Od.  18. 

“  My  Lord, 

"  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 
you,  that  the  important  fortrefs  of 
Agra,  termed  by  the  natives  the 
Key  of  Hindoftan,  capitulated  laft 
night,  and  the  garrifon,  confiding 
of  between  5  and  6000  men, 
marched  out  at  noon  this  day, 
when  the  place  was  immediately 
occupied  by  our  troops  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General 
Macdonald.  The  only  terms  re¬ 
quired  by  the  garrifon,  were  pro¬ 
tection  to  their  perfons  and  private 
property,  which  was  agreed  to  on 
my  part.  I  attribute  the  early 
furrender  of  this  place  to  the  great 
impreffion  our  breaching-batteries, 
which  opened  yefterday  morning 
within  350  yards,  made  on  the 
wall,  and  which  would  havecaufed 
si  practicable  breach  in  a  few  hours 
more  battering.  To  Col.  Horfe- 
ford,  of  the  Artillery,  and  Capt. 
Wood,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers, 

well  as  to  every  other  officer  in 
fhofe  two  corps,  I  feel  myfelf  un¬ 
der  great  obligations  for  their  un¬ 
remitted  exertions  on  this  occafion, 
and  to  which  I  principally  attri¬ 
bute  my  early  fitccefs  againft  this 
place.  I  have  the  pleafure  to  fay, 
our  lofs,  fince  the  conftruCtion  of 
the  batteries,  has  been  very  tri¬ 
fling.  Three  European  artillery¬ 
men  and  three  Golundauze  killed, 
are  the  onlv  cafualties.” 


A  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Har- 
court,  dated  at  Laul-Baug  Fort, 
Cuttack,  061.  10,  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  of  the  capture 
of  the  Fort  of  Barabutty 

“  On  the  night  of  the  12th,  a 
fpot  was  fixed  on  for  a  12 -pounder 
battery,  diftant  about  500  yards 
from  the  outer  gate  of  the  fort. 
The  battery  was  completed  on  the 
night  of  the  13th,  and  the  £2- 
pounder  placed  in  it,  together  with 
two  howitzers  and  two  6-pounders, 
the  whole  of  which  opened  their 
fire  on  the  morning  of  the  14th. 
By  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon, 
moft  of  the  defences  on  the  fouth 
face  of  the  fort,  againft  which  our 
fire  was  directed,  were  taken  off, 
the  enemy’s  guns  filenced,  and 
every  appearance  promifed  fuccefs  ; 
upon  which  I  dire6ied  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Clayton  to  advance  with 
one  6-pounder,  and  a  party  of  ar¬ 
tillery  -men,  200  Europeans  from 
his  Majefty’s  2 2d,  and  the  Madras 
European  regiment,  and  400  Se¬ 
poys  from  2oth  Bengal,  and  the 
9th  and  19th  regiments  of  Madras 
Native  Infantry*  The  party  had 
to  pafs  over  a  narrow  bridge,  and 
under  a  very  heavy,  but  ill-direfted, 
fire  of  mulketry  from  the  fort,  to 
which  they  were  expofed  for  forty 
minutes.  They  at  length  fucceeded 
in  blowing  open  the  wicket  (the 
remaining  part  of  the  gate  having 
been  fortified  with  thick  mafles  of 
ftone).  Having  once  accomplifhed 
this,  the  party  entered  fingly  ; 
and  although  they  met  with  con- 
fiderable  refiftance  whilft  entering 
the  fort,  and  palling  two  other 
gates,  the  Britifn  troops  were  foon 
completely  victorious.” 


The  Colonel  then  beftows  the 
higheft  praife  on  Lieutenant-Col. 
Clayton  and  the  troops  under  his 
V«*l.  XL VI.  or  Vox.  IV,  New  Series,  *  H  command  $ 
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command ;  on  Captains  Blunt  and 
Hetzler  ;  and  on  Major  Thompfon. 
—The  fort  of  Barabutty  is  of  con- 
fiderable  krength ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  bridge  over  which 
the  party  paffed,  is  inacceffible,  as 
it  is  furrounded  by  a  ditch  from  35 
to  135  feet  broad,  with  io  feet 
depth  of  water.  A  Hand  of  colours 
was  taken  by  the  detachment  of  the 
2zd  regiment  ;  a  fecond  (land  of 
colours ^ by  the  20th  Bengal  regi¬ 
ment  ;  a  third  by  the  9th  Madras 
Native  regiment  ;  and  a  fourth 
by  the  19th  Madras  Native  regi¬ 
ment. 

Total  killed. — Europeans  2,  Na¬ 
tives  3. 

Total  wounded.—- -Europeans  16, 
Natives  13. 

Officers  wounded. — -CaptainHurl- 
ftone  of  the  2 2d  regiment  ;  Cap¬ 
tain  Kenny,  of  the  ik.  Bat.  19th 
Regiment  Madras  Native  Infantry; 
Lieutenant  Faithful,  of  the  Bengal 
Artillery. 

Another  difpatch  announces  the 
capture  of  Baroach,  on  Aug.  30, 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wooding- 
ton.  On  this  cccafion,  Captain 
W.  Semple,  of  the  86th  regiment, 
was  killed,  and  Lieutenants  Rich- 
strdfon  and  Maelaurin  wounded. 

[In  the  General  Orders  on  the 
fubjeft  of  Major-General  Wellef- 
ley’s  v idiot y  at  Aflye,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Council  fignify  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  prefenting  honorary  colours 
to  the  Cavalry  and  Infantry,  and 
of  caufing  the  names  of  all  who 
fell  to  be  inferred  in  a  monument} 
to  be  erected  at  Fort  William.} 

London  Gazette,  April  io. 

[T1  xe  following  Letters  were 
tatnfmitted  to  Mr.  Marfden,  Secre. 
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tary  to  the  Admiralty,  by  Lord 
Keith,  who  obferves  on  the  delicacy 
with  which  Captain  Hardinge  re¬ 
frains, in  his  narrative, of  any  menti¬ 
on  of  himfelfj  andlikewife  adds,  that 
Captain  Pelly  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Maker  and  Commander,  in 
confequence  of  his  being  moft  fe- 
verely  wounded  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  Duty  near  Bolougne.J 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Har¬ 
dinge  to  Admiral  Thornborough. 

His  Majefty' s  Sloop  Scorpion ,  of 
the  Vlie}  April  3,  1804. 

u  Sir, 

Having  reconnoitred  the  pofitioft 
of  the  two  men  of  war  brigs  in  the 
Vlie,  I  refolved  to  attempt  the  out- 
ermoft  on  the  firft  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  ;  when  accidentally  fall¬ 
ing  in  with  his  Majeky’s  Hoop 
Beaver,  in  her  way  to  her  ftation, 
on  the  31ft  ultimo,  Captain  Pelly 
very  handfomely  volunteered  the 
affi (lance  of  himfelf  and  his  boats. 
The  attack  was  made  the  fame 
night ;  the  intrepidity  of  Britiki 
feamen  overcame  every  obkacie 
(fhe  being  in  all  refpedls  prepared 
with  boarding-netting,  &c.) ;  and 
after  a  (harp  contek,  we  were  in 
full  pofTeffion  of  her.  She  proves 
to  be  the  Dutch  national  brig  Ata- 
iante,  Captain  Carp,  mounting 
fix  long  1 2-pounders,  and  had  on 
board  feventy-kx  men.  She  is  one 
of  the  largek  brigs  in  the  Dutch 
navy,  is  a  remarkably  fine  veflel, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  admirably  cal¬ 
culated  for  his  Majeky’s  fervice. 

I  am  happy  to  add,  it  has  not 
been  attended  with  the  lofs  of  one 
man  on  our  part,  and  only  five 
wounded.  I  beg  leave  to  fay  ho\y 
much  I  am  indebted  to  the  zeal  and 
gallantry  of  Captain  Pelly,  Lieu¬ 
tenants 
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tenants  Bluett,  White,  and  Shields, 
with  Meffrs.  Williams  and  Fair, 
Mailers,  and  the  reft  of  the  petty 
officers  and  men,  for  their  cool, 
Beady,  and  determined  conduct 
throughout  the  whole,  as,  from  a 
Ihift  of  wind,  we  were  unable  to 
bring  her  out  for  three  days.  I 
herewith  return  lifts  of  the  kille 
and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

(Signed)  G.  N.  Harding: 

To  Rear  Admiral  Thornboroughy 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Lijl  of  Killed  andW'oilnded . 

Scorpion — Mr.  Bluett,  Lieute 
riant  ;  Mr.  Williams,  Mafter ;  Mr 
Jones,  Midlhipman  \  James  Wil 
kinfon (badly),  and  Richard  Tuck 
er,  feaman,  wounded. 

Beaver — None  killed  or  wound 
ed. 

Atalante — Captain  Carp,  and 
three  feamen,  killed  ‘  Firft  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  three  officers,  and  eight  fea¬ 
men,  wounded. 

London  Gazette,  A^ril  2i. 

The  following  difpatches  have 
been  received  at  the  Eaft  India 
H'oufe,  by  way  of  Bagdad  : 

To  his  Excellency  Mo (l  Noble  Marquis 
Wellejlyy  &c.  & c. 

Camp,  four  Miles  JVefvsard 
of  Gaffovolyy  Nov,  I. 

My  Lord* 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  Excellency,  that  I  marched 
from  Agra  the  27th  tilt.,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  Mahratta  force,  which 
was  compofed  of  the  brigades 
which  had  been  detached  from  the 
Bekhan  in  the  early  part  of  the  earn- 

n 
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paign,  and  of  a  few  battalion 
which  had  effedled  their  efcape 
from  Delhi.  I  Ivas  the  more  anxiA 
ous  to  defeat  this  corps,  frcm  its 
beingfurniftied  with  a  numerous  ar¬ 
tillery.  Owing  to  the  detention 
the  army  met  with  from  a  heavy- 
fall  of  rain,  it  was  not  until  the 
29th  that  it  reached  a  camp  weft- 
wan'd  of  the  Futtipoor.  From  in* 
telligence  I  received  here  of  the  ra¬ 
pid  manner  in  which  the  Mahratta 
army  moved,  I  determined  to  leave 
the  heavy  artillery,  with  a  proper 
detachment  of  infantry  for  its  pro;- 
tedlion,  and  to  purfle  the  enemy  by 
forced  marches,  in  the  hope  of  being 
able  the  more  fpeediiy  to  come  up 
with  him.  On  the  31ft  the  army- 
encamped  at  a  fhort  diftance  front 
the  ground  which  the  enemy  had 
quitted  the  fame  morning.  PoG 
felled  of  this  intelligence  I  refolved 
to  make  an  effort  to  overtake  him 
with  all  the  cavalry  of  the  arifiy* 
in  the  intention  of  delaying  him* 
by  a  light  engagement,  until  the 
infantry  fhould  be  able  to  come  up* 
To  this  end  the  cavalry  marched  at 
twelve  laft  night,  and  having  pet-* 
formed  a  diftance  of  more  than  for¬ 
ty  miles  in  twenty-four  hours* 
came  up  witlithe  enemy  this  morn^ 
ing  foon  after  d  y -break.  From 
the  fudden  manner  in  which  I  came 
upon  the  enemy,  I  ventured  to 
make  an  attack  with  the  cavalry- 
alone,  fupported  by  the  mounted 
artillery  ;  but  finding  him  too  ad- 
vantageoufly  pofte  1  to  hope  for 
complete  fuccefs  without  too  much 
rifle,  I  drew  the  cavalry  out  of 
reach  of  cannon  fnot,  and  waited 
the  arrival  of  the  infantry.  Soon 
after  their  arrival,  I  made  a  general 
attack  upon  the  enemy's  pofltion, 
the  refult  of  which  I  have  the  fa* 
tisfaction  of  informing  your  Excel* 
*  H  9  v  lenc/ 
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fency  has  been  a  complete,  though, 
I  fi  nee  rely  lament  to  add,  dear- 
J^ought  viTory. 

The  enemy  were  totally  defeat¬ 
ed,  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  cannon, 
tumbrils,  and  baggage  ;  but  this 
important  advantage  has  only  been 
gained  by  the  lofs  of  many  valuable 
Officers,  the  principal  of  whom  are 
Major-General  Ware,  Colonel 
Vandeleur,  Major  Griffiths,  Major 
Campbell,  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
Mafter  General,  and  my  Aide-de- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  Duval,  whoglo- 
rioufly  fell  in  this  honourable  con* 
teft.  I  have  not  been  able  to  af- 
certain  the  exadl  account  of  our 
lofs  in  killed  and  wounded,  returns 
of  which,  with  a  detailed  account 
of  this  important  affair,  1  (hall 
have  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to 
your  Excellency  by  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sc c: 

(Signed)  G.  Lake. 

To  his  Excellency  Mo  ft  Noble  Marquis 
We  Hefty,  &c. 

My  Lord, 

In  my  difpatch  of  yefterday’s 
date,  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  to 
date,  for  your  Lordfhip’s  informa¬ 
tion,  Tome  particulars  of  the  march 
of  the  army  from  Agra  to  the  camp 
it  now  occupies,  together  with  the 
general  refult  of  the  action  which 
took  place  yeflerday.  I  now  have 
the  honour  to  fend  your  Excellency 
a  more  detailed  account  of  that  af¬ 
fair.  After  a  forced  march  of 
twenty-five  miles,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  by  the  cavalry  in  little 
more  than  fix  hours,  I  came  up  with 
the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  up¬ 
on  their  retreat,  and  in  fuch  confu- 
jfion,  that  I  was  tempted  to  try  the 
of  an  attack  upon  him  with 


the  cavalry  alone.  By  cutting  thg 
embankment  of  a  large  refervoir 
of  water,  the  enemy  had  rendered 
the  road  very  difficult  to  pafs, 
which  caufed  a  confiderable  delay 
in  the  advance  of  the  cavairy  ;  of 
this  the  enemy  had  availed  himfelf 
to  take  an  advantageous  pod,  hav¬ 
ing  his  right  upon  a  rivulet,  which 
we  had  to  crofs,  and  his  left  upon 
the  village  of  Safwaree  ;  the  whole 
of  his  front  was  amply  provided 
with  artillery.  I  was  prevented 
from  difeovering  this  change  in  the 
fituation  of  the  enemy,  by  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  dull,  which,  when  onceclear 
of  the  water,  totally  obfeured  him 
from  our  fight  :  I  therefore  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  the  execution  of  my  de. 
fign,  by  which  I  hoped  to  prevent 
his  retreat  into  the  hills,  and  fe- 
cure  his  guns :  directing  the  ad  van* 
ced  guard  and  firft  brigade  com¬ 
manded  by  Colonel  Vandeleur,  up¬ 
on  the  point  where  I  obferved  th# 
enemy  in  motion,  but  which  proved 
to  be  the  left  of  his  new  pofition  ; 
the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  I  or¬ 
dered' to  attack  in  fucceffion,  as 
foon  as  they  could  form  after  paffing 
the  rivulet. 

The  charge  of  the  advanced 
guard  under  Major  Griffith,  and 
that  of  the  firft  brigade  led  by 
Colonel  Vandeleur,  was  made  with 
much  gallantry  ;  the  enemy's  line 
was  forced,  and  the  cavalry  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  village  ;  they  ftill, 
however,  continued  to  be  expofed 
to  a  moft  galling  fjre  of  cannon  and 
mufketry,  which,  as  it  was  impof- 
fible,  under  fuch  circumftances,  fo 
form  the  fquadrons  for  a  frefh  at¬ 
tack,  determined  rae  to  withdraw 
them.  The  guns  which  had  fallen 
into  our  hands  could  not  be  brought 
away  from  the  want  of  bullocks. 
In  this  charge  Colonel  Vandeleur 

fell* 
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fell,  mortally  wounded  ;  in  him, 
thefervice  has  loft  a  inoft  valuable 
officer.  The  .attacks  of  the  other 
brigades  were  conduced  with  the 
fame  fpirit  ;  but  after  taking  feve- 
ral  of  the  enemies'  guns,  being  ftill 
fired  upon  without  being  able  to 
difcover  the  enemy,  they  retired 
in  good  order,  retaining  pofleflion 
of  a  part  of  the  artillery.  In  the 
performance  of  this  fervice,  the 
third  brigade,  confifting  of  his 
Majefty’s  29th  regiment,  and  the 
4th  regiment  of  native  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  that  meri¬ 
torious  Officer,  Colonel  Macan,  met 
my  entire  approbation. 

The  infantry  having  marched  at 
three  A.  M.  arrived  upon  the 
banks  of  the  rivulet  about  eleven 
o’clock.  After  fo  long  a  march, 
it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  allow 
fome  time  for  the  men  to  refrefh 
themfelves,  during  which  the  ene¬ 
my  fent  in  to  fay,  that  if  certain 
terms  were  allowed  them,  they  were 
willing  to  furrender  their  guns. 
Anxious  to  prevent  the  further  ef- 
fufion  of  blood,  I  directed  a  letter 
to  be  written,  acquiefcing  in  their 
propofals,  and  allowing  them  an 
hour  to  decide.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  feveral  columns  for  the  attack 
were  formed.  The  infantry  form¬ 
ed  in  two  columns  upon  the  left  ; 
the  firft,  compofed  of  the  right 
wing,  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Ware,  wasdeftined  to  gain 
the  enemy’s  risflit  flank,  which  he 
had  thrown  back.fince  the  morning, 
leaving  a  confiderable  fpace  between 
it  and  the  rivulet,  and  to  affault 
the  village  of  Safwaree  :  the  fecond 
compofed  of  the  left  wing  under 
Major-General  St.  John,  was  to 
fupport  the  firft  column  ;  the  third 
brigade  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Macan,  was  to  fupport  the  infantry  • 
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the  fecond  brigade,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Vandeleur,  was 
detached  to  the  right,  to  be 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  any 
confufion  in  the  enemy’s  line,  and 
to  attack  him  upon  his  retreat. 
The  brigade  under  Colonel  Gordon 
compofed  the  referve,  and  was 
formed  between  the  fecondand  third 
brigades.  As  many  of  the  field- 
pieces  as  could  be  brought  up  with, 
the  gallopers  attached  to  the  caval¬ 
ry,  formed  four  different  batteries* 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time 
which  I  had  allowed  the  enemy  to 
decide,  I  ordered  the  infantry  to 
advance;  as  foon  as  they  became 
expo  fed  to  the  enemy’s  guns,  the 
four  batteries  commenced  their  fire, 
and  continued  to  advance,  though 
oppofed  by  a  great  luperiority, 
both  in  number  and  weight  cf 
metal. 

When  the  76th  regiment,  which 
headed  the  attack,  had  arrived  at 
the  point  from  which  I  intended  to 
make  the  charge,  they  were  fo  ijauch 
expofed  to  the  enemy’s  fire,  and 
lofing  men  fo  fall,  that  I  judged  it 
preferable  to  proceed  to  the  attack 
with  that  regiment,  and  as  many 
of  the  native  infantry  as  had  clofed 
to  the  front,  to  lofing  time  in  wait¬ 
ing  until  the  remainder  of  the  co¬ 
lumn  ftiould  be  able  to  form,  the 
march  of  which  had  been  retarded 
by  the  impediments  in  the  advance. 

As  foon  as  this  handful  of  he¬ 
roes  were  arrived  within  reach  of 
the  enemy’s  cannilter  ihot,  a  mofl 
tremendous  fire  was  opened  upon 
them.  The  lofs  they  fuftained  was 
very  fevere,  and  fufficient  alone  to 
prevent  a  regular  advance.  At  this 
moment  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at¬ 
tempted  to  charge,  but  were  re- 
pulfed  by  the  fire  of  this  gallant 
body  $  they,  however,  rallied  at  a 
*  H  3  ftiort 
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fhort  diftance,  and  aflfumingfo  me. 
naming  a  pofture,  that  1  thought  it 
ati vi fa  >ie  to  order  them  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  cavalry.  This  fer- 
vice  fejl  to  the  fhare  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  29th  regiment,  commanded  by 
Captain  Wade,  (Major  Griffith 
having  at  that  inftant  been  unfor¬ 
tunately  killed  by  a  cannon  fhot), 
and  was  pericrmed  with  the  great- 
eft  gallantry,  and  in  a  manner  which 
entitles  Captain  Wade,  and  every 
officer  and  foldier  in  the  regiment, 
to  my  warmed  acknowledgments. 
The  remainder  of  the  fir  ft  column 
pfinfantry  arrived  juft  in  time  to 
join  in  the  at  ack  of  the  enemy's 
referve,  which  was  formed  in  the 
rear  of  his  line,  with  its  left  upon 
the  village  of  Safwaree,  and  its 
right  thrown  back. 

About  this  time  Major  General 
Ware  fell  dead,  his  head  being 
carried  off  by  a  cannon  fhot.  He 
was  a  gallant  Officer,  and  one  whofe 
Jofs  I  deeply  lament.  On  his 
death,  the  command  of  this  column 
fell  upon  Colonel  McDonald,  who, 
though  wounded,  continued  to  ac¬ 
quit  himfelf  in  this  important  com¬ 
mand  very  much  to  my  fatisfac- 
tion. 

The  enemy  oppofed  a  vigorous 
reftftance  to  the  iaft,  and  it  was  not 
until  he  had  loft  his  guns  that  he 
abandoned  his  poft.  Even  then  Ills 
left  wing  did  not  fly,  but  attempted 
to  retreat  in  good  order  ;  in  this, 
however,  they  were  fruftrated  by 
his  Majefty's  27th  regiment,  and 
the  6th  regiment  of  Native  caval¬ 
ry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Vandeleur,  who  broke  in  upon  the 
column,  cut  feveral  to  pieces,  and 
drove  the  reft  in  prifoners,  with  the 
whole  of  the  baggage* 

Severe  as  the  lofs  has  been  which 
we'  have  fuftained  in  the  achieve¬ 


ment  of  this  complete  victory, 
that  of  the  enemy  has  been  much 
greater.  With  the  exception  of 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  who  have 
been  taken  prifoners,  (of  which 
number  I  have  only  detained  the 
principal  Officers,  amounting  to 
forty-eight,)  I  have  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  very  few  efcaped  the 
general  daughter, — It  would  be 
a  violation  of  my  feelings,  were  I 
to  clofe  my  difpatch  without  bear¬ 
ing  teftimony  to  the  gallant  con¬ 
duct  of  Major  M’Leod,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Robertfon  of  his  Majefty’s 
7 6 th  regiment,  and  of  every  officer 
and  foldier  in  that  ineftimable 
corps,  in  the  attack  of  the  village 
of  Safwaree.  Major  Gregory  too 
at  the  head  of  the  2d  battalion  12th 
regiment  of  native  infantry,  in  the 
fame  fcrvice,  difplayed  a  conduft 
highly  meritorious. 

In  the  lift  of  thofe  Officers  who 
particularly  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves,  I  cannot  omit  the  names  of 
Lieutenant  Wallace,  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  27  th  regiment,  who  was  in- 
trailed  with  the  command  of  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  gallopers ;  nor  that  oi 
Lieut.  Dixon,  of  the  6 tli  regiment 
of  native  cavalry,  who  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fame  fervice.  The 
whole  of  my  Staff  upon  this,  as  up¬ 
on  every  former  occaflon,  are  en¬ 
titled  to  a  large  fnare  of  praife,  and 
to  my  warmeft  gratitude.  The 
zeal  which  they  difplayed  upon  this 
memorable  day  istoo  plainly  proved 
by  the  enclofed  returns  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  I  have  fuftained  a 
great  lofs  by  the  death  of  Major 
William  Campbell,  the  Deputy  - 
Quarter-Mafter  General,  and  by 
that  of  my  Aide-de-Camp,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Duval,  of  hisMajefty’s  19th 
light  dragoons,  who  was  a  young 
man  of  great  promife.— Herewith 

I  have 
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1  have  the  honour  toenclofe  returns 
of  the  ordnance  and  colours  which 
were  captured  upon  this  occafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See, 

G.  Lake. 

P.  S.  In  the  hurry  which  I 
wrote  my  difpatch  of  yeherday’s 
date,  I  fear  I  did  not  explain  to 
your  Lordfhip,  that  the  enemy’s 
corps,  which  we  have  defeated, 
comprifed  the  whole  of  the  fifteen 
regular  battalions  which  had  been 
fent  from  the  Decan,  under  the 
command  of  Monf.  Duderneg,  and 
two  battalions  of  the  fame  deferip- 
tion  which  had efcaped from  Delhi. 
I  therefore  have  the  fatisfaftion  of 
congratulating  your  Excellency 
upon  the  annihilation  of  the  whole 
of  the  regular  force  in  Scindiah’s 
fervice,  commanded  by  the  French 
Officers, 

(Signed)  G.  L, 

Total  killed  and  Wounded . — I  Ma¬ 
jor-General,  i  Colonel,  2  Majors, 
l  Captain,  4  Lieutenants,  2  Quar¬ 
ter-Makers,  2Cornets,  1 1  Serjeants, 
4  Matroffes,  67  Rank  and  File,  1 
Subadar,  7  Havildars,  6  Naicks, 
60  Privates,  and  3  Lafcars,  killed; 

1  Colonel,  2  Lieutenant-Colonels, 

2  Majors,  7  Captains,  12  Lieute¬ 
nants,  3  Quarter- Makers,  1  Cornet, 
1  Enfign,  27  Serjeants,  6  Matrof- 
fes,  248  Rank  and  File,  1  Drum¬ 
mer,  4  Subadars,  7  Jamadars,  26 
Havildars,  19  Naicks,  279  Pri¬ 
vates,  5  Lafcars,  and  1  Beaky, 
wounded. — Grand  total,  172  kil¬ 
led,  632  wounded, 2 77  horfes  killed, 
1 54  wounded,  and  1 22  miffing. 

Names  of  the  Officers  killed  and 
Wounded . 

Killed,  Major-General  Ware, 
General  Staff ;  Major-General 
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Campbell,  Deputy  Quarter-Maker 
General ;  Lieutenant  Duval,  Aid- 
de-Camp  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief. — Wounded,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Gerrard,  Adjutant  General ;  Major 
G.  A.  F.  Lake,  Secretary  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief;  Captain]. 
Campbell,  Grain  Agent  ;  Lieute¬ 
nant  ■  Afhurft,  commanding  the  efcort 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief. — 8th 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons. 
Killed,  Colonel  Vandeleur,  Cap¬ 
tain  Storey.  Wounded,  Lieutenant 
Lyndon  (lince  dead),  Lieutenant 
Willard. —27th  Regiment  of  Light 
Dragoons.  Wounded,  Captain 
White,  Captain  Sandy s,  Captain 
Milne,  Lieutenant  Gore — 29th 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons. 
Killed,  Major  Griffiths,  Cornet 
Fitzgerald,  Quarter-MahersPhilley 
and  M’Goughby.  Wounded, 
Lieutenant  Rallied  (fince  dead,) 
Captain  Sloane,  LieutenantThorne, 
Quarter-Maker  Fallen. — ik  Re¬ 
giment  of  Native  Cavalry.  Kil¬ 
led,  Cornet  Coxweil.  Wounded, 
Lieutenant  Cornifh. — 4th  ditto. 
Wounded,  Lieutenant  Reid,— 6th 
ditto.  Wounded,  Cornet  Dixon 
- — 76th  Regiment  of  Foot.  Killed, 
Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Meuth, 
Lieutenant  Herd.  Wounded,  Cap¬ 
tain  Robertfon,  Lieutenants  Maf- 
ter,  Wilmer,  and  Sinclair. — 12  th 
Native  Infantry.  Wounded,  En¬ 
fign  Dalton,  Major  Gregory,  Cap¬ 
tain  Fletcher,  Lieutenant  Ryan. — - 
15th  ditto.  Killed,  Lieutenant 
Lambert.  Wounded,  Colonel  Mac 
Donald.. —  1 6th  ditto.  Wounded, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  White,  Enfign 
G.  D.  Heatheote. 

Ordnance  captured — 7  1  pieces  of 
cannofi  of  different  calibres,  64. 
tumbrils  complete,  laden  with 
ammunition,  and  44  hands  of  co¬ 
lours. 

*  H4 
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General  Wellefley,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Governor  in  Council  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  under  date  Ferdapoor,  0<5L 
24,  announces,  that  Burhampore 
Surrendered  without  oppofition  to 
Colonel  Stevenfon,  on  the  1 5th  of 
that  month,  as  did  Afleer  Ghur, 
after  a  flight  refinance.  On  the 
£  1  ft,  General  Wellefley  finding  that 
the  enemy  had  not  moved  to  the 
Southward,  as  was  reported,  after 
advancing  to  Phoolmurry,  on  the 
15th,  defcended  the  Ghaut  of  Ad- 
juntee  on  the  19th.  He  then  learnt 
'that  Scindiah  had  moved  to  the 
Northward,  but  halted  as  foon  as 
he  found  Gen.  W.  had  returned, 
and  on  the  23d  October,  was  at 
Ahoonah,  on  the  Taptee.  The 
llajah  of  Berar  had  feparated  from 
him,  and  it  was  fuppofed  had  gone 
towards  Qhandore.  General  W. 
purpofed  to  reafcend  the  Ghauts  im¬ 
mediately. 

Twenty-nine  Officers  and  Ser¬ 
jeants  formerlyinScindiah’s  fervice, 
had  joined  the  army  of  Colonel 
Stevenfon.  When  this  Officer  ap- 
proachedBurhampore,$cindiah’s  in¬ 
fantry  returned  towards  the  Ner- 
budda,  and  it  is  laid  has  been  to¬ 
tally  difperfed.  Affeer  Ghur  was 
the  iaft  fortrefs  belonging  to  Scin¬ 
diah  in  the  Decan  ;  and  General 
Wellefley  obferved,  that  the  future 
operations  of  the  troops  would  be 
di reded  againft  the  pofleffions  of  the 
Berar  Rajah. 

General  Wellefley  in  another  let¬ 
ter,  dated  Nov.  6,  gives  a  detailed 
account  of  the  reduction  of  After 
Cfihur, 

London  Gazette,  April  22, 
1 804. 

♦  « 

Di [patch  from  Col.  Frazer ,  com. 

mandaai  of  the  Settlement  at  Goree, 


on  the  Co  aft  of  Africa ,  to,  the  Right 
Honour  able  Lord  hobart,  one  of  the 
principal  Secretaries  of  State ,  &c. 

Goree,  ftfrica,  Feb.  3, 
1804- 

My  Lord, 

On  the  17th  of  January,  about 
noon,  a  negro  arrived  from  YofFe, 
and  reported  that  a  fleet  had  been 
feen  from  thence  that  morning  at 
day-light,  and  appeared  to  be 
ftanding  for  Goree  ;  before  two 
o’clock  vefTels  were  feen  from  the 
hill  behind  Cape  Emanuel  :  near 
four  they  came  round  the  Cape. 
The  fquadron  confified  of  one  fhip 
carrying  a  commodore’s  pendant, 
and  five  armed  fcjLOOners,  with  pen¬ 
dants,  all  (hewing  Trench  colours, 
and  with  large  boats  towing  after 
them.  The  commodore  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoifted  a  red  flag  at  his  foremaft 
head,  which  we  have  fince  learnt  was 
meant  as  a  fignalto  us,  that  in  cafe 
of  an  attack  during  night,  no  quar¬ 
ter  would  be  given.  About  fun- 
fetthe  fquadron  tacked,  and  before 
dark  was  near  the  anchorage, 
ftanding  in.  The  inhabitants  hav. 
ing  agreed  to  aflift  in  defending  the 
iftand  againft  any  attempt  that 
fhouid  be  made  from  Senegal,  and 
being  of  opinion  that  the  prefen t 
force  was  of  that  nature,  fuch  mea- 
fures  were  taken  as  appeared  moft 
likely  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
landing  during  the  night.  All  the 
arms  that  could  be  procured  were 
accordingly  ifluedto  the  inhabitants, 
who,  with  the  garrifon  were  ftati- 
pned  at  the  different  polls  round  the 
iftand.  The  moon  fet  at  eleven, 
and  affairs  remained  in  thefuuation 
deferibed,  until  about  three  o’clock 
on  the  1 8  th,  when  fhortly  after  I 
had  returned  to  the  Breach  Battery, 
from  vifiting  the  polls,  a  frefh  fire 
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commenced  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
jifiand,  from  boats,  and  at  the  fame 
inftant  a  fchooner  came  in  fight, 
ftanding  dire&ly  for  the  beach  ;  a 
ftrong  and  well  diredd ed  fire  of  great 
guns  and  mufquetry  was  immedi¬ 
ately  opened  upon  her,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  on  board  being  either  wounded 
or  driven  below,  file  drifted  on 
fiiore.  In  the  mean  time  the  boats, 
to  the  number  pf  eight,  full  of 
troops,  had  unfortunately  effected 
a  landing  on  the  rocks,  to  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  town,  where  the  furf 
happened  to  be  unufually  low  ;  and 
having  overcome  the  force  which 
was  oppofed  to  them,  they  had  pe¬ 
netrated  through  the  town  as  far  as 
the  main  guard,  of  which,  after 
having  been  once  repulfed,  they 
gained  pqflefiion,  making  fome  pri- 
foners,  The  inhabitants  having 
given  way,  nearly  on  ail  fides,  and 
the  enemy  being  now  in  fuch  force 
on  our  right,  it  appeared  advifable 
to  form  a  jundion  with  thefoldiers 
in  the  north  point  battery,  where 
we  fnould  retain  the  command  of 
the  Beach,  and  be  ready  to  check 
any  further  attempt  to  land,  until 
fome  information  could  be  received 
of  the  ftrength  and  fituation  of  the 
enemy,  to  enable  me  to  judge  of 
what  ought  to  be  done. 

The  firing  continued  till  towards 
two  o’clock,  when,  being  yet  un¬ 
certain  what  number  had  landed, 
and  in  hope  the  main  guard  was  the 
only  poft  held  by  the  enemy,  I  di¬ 
rected  that  it  fhould  be  attacked 
by  the  foldiers  I  had  with  me: 
which  was  executed  with  great  ala¬ 
crity,  and  the  poft  carried  with 
considerable  lofs  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  On  our  fide  it  was  lefs  as 
•  to  numbers,  but  I  loft  the  afiiftance 
of  a  very  gallant  officer,  Doctor 
Heddle,  being  (hot  through  the 
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breaft  in  the  attack,  when  Capt*. 
Lloyd  was  alfo  fiightly  wounded. 
We  now  learned  that  the  enemy  had 
pofieffion  of  the  hills,  where  Capt. 
Lloyd  propofed  to  attack  them,  a 
meafure  I  ftiould  gladly  have  adopt¬ 
ed,  but  the  day  beginning  to  break 
■yve  had  the  mortification  qf  feeing 
them  appear  in  fuch  numbers,  as 
left  no  room  to  fuppofe  there  was  any 
probability  of  fuccefs,  our  force 
being  reduced  by  killed,  wounded 
and  prifooers,  to  about  twenty-five 
foldiers,  Capt.  Lloyd,  Lieut.  Chrif- 
tie,  and  myfelf.  At  this  time  the 
enemy’s  veftels  were  ftanding  in 
clofer,  apparently  fo  land  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  :  and  the  inhabitants  feeing 
French  colours  on  the  hill,  came  to 
me  alking  leave  to  treat.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  and  expofed  to 
the  enemy’s  fire  on  all  fides,  farther 
refiftance  appeared  vain ;  I  there¬ 
fore  felt  it  my  duty  to  comply  with 
the  requeft  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
fent  an  officer  with  them,  propofing 
terms  of  capitulation  for  the  garri- 
fon.  The  officer  who  commanded 
the  ftorming  party  having  been 
killed,  the  terms  of  capitulation 
were  virtually  agreed  to  with  the 
fenior  whofurvived,  to  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  commandant  of 
the  fquadron ;  until  his  anfwer 
fhould  be  received,  firing  ceaftd, 
and  we  continued  to  occupy  the 
battery. 

The  terms  of  capitulation  being 
confirmed  by  the  Chevalier  Mahe, 
the  foldiers  grounded  their  arms, 
and  the  place  was  furrendered.  We 
were  informed  that  the  enemy’s 
force  confifted  of  four  fchooners, 
which  had  been  fitted  out  at  Cay¬ 
enne,  andfupplied  with  foldiers  lor 
the  purpofe  of  attacking  Goree 
that  they  had  touched  at  Senegal, 
where  they  had  been  furnifked  with 

ad- 
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additional  boats,  pilots,  and  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  foldiers,  and  another 
fchooner  ;  and  where  they  had  been 
joined  by  the  fhip,  which  happening 
to  call  at  Senegal,  was  putin  requi- 
fition  for  the  expedition.  ^  Thefqua- 
dron  altogether  carried  upwards  of 
fix  ty- guns,  and  fix  hundred  men, 
two  hundred  and  forty  of  whom  had 
been  landed  ;  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  M.  Mahe,  lieutenant 
de  V aiffeau,  TheCommodore’s  pen¬ 
dant  having  been  hoifted  only  while 
coming  in,  by  the  captain  of  the 
fhip,  having  held  that  rank  during 
the  late  war.  On  the  evening  of 
the  action  we  had  fifty-four  white 
men,  including  officers;  and  although 
the  ierjeant  Major  was  the  only  one 
who  was  not  able  to  come  upon  the 
batteries ;  when  it  is  considered, 
that  feveral  of  the  men,  worn  out 
by  difeafe,  and  difabledby  accidents 
were  incapable  of  making  any  great 
exertion  ;  that  uncertain  where  an 
attack  might  be  made  in  the  night, 
it  was  neceffary  to  divide  our  force 
very  much,  to  occupy  the  different 
polls :  I  hope  and  truft  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  our  king  and  to  our  coun¬ 
try,  that  the  garrifon  1  had  ,the 
the  honour  to  command  did  not  fub- 
mit,  without  difeharging  its  duty 
like  Britilh  foldiers.  Our  lofs 
confifts  of  i  drummer,  8  rank  and 
hie,  killed  ;  2  officers,  8  rank  and 
file  wounded,  total  19.  Of  the 
enemy,  according  to  the  moll:  cor- 
reT  accounts  I  can  procure,  3 
officers  and  40  men  killed,  or  fince 
dead  ;  2  officers  and  upwards  of  30 
men,  wounded,  total  73- — Capt. 
Lloyd,  who  has  already,  upon  feve¬ 
ral  occafions  been  mentioned  as  a 
deferving  officer,  both  here  and  at 
Sierra  Leone,  continues  to  merit 
very  great  praife.  Doflor  Heddle 
having  propofed  foine  time  back  to 


do  military  duty,  I  gladly  accept* 
ed  his  offer,  and  he  has  given  me 
great  affiftarice.  His  wound,  which 
was  at  fir  ft  thought  to  be  mortal, 
has  fince  taken  a  favourable  turn, 
and  1  am  happy  to  add,  I  think  he 
will  recover  ;  and  1  earneftly  wiftr 
to  recommend  him  to  your  Lord, 
fhip’s  notice,  as  diftinguifhed  by  his 
conduct  upon  this  occafion,  and  alfo 
by  his  attention  to  his  medical  du¬ 
ties,  fince  we  came  to  Africa. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January,  in  the 
evening,  the  Britifh  foldiers  were 
embarked  on  board  the  French 
fquadron,  until  a  cartel  fhould  be 
ready  for  them.  On  the  23d  the 
officers  and  foldiers  went  on  board 
a  floop  which  was  fent  as  a  cartel  to 
Senegal,  where  a  larger  veffel  was 
preparing  to  carry  them  to  England ; 
I  am  forry  to  add,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
the  inhabitants,  officers,  and  even 
foldiers,  have  been  fhamefully  pil¬ 
laged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Fraser, 

ARTICLES  OF  CAPITULATION. 

Art.  I.  The  Ifland  of  Goree 
with  its  dependencies,  fhall  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  as  it  now  (lands. 

Art.  II.  The  Britifh  Garrifon 
having  laid  do\yn  their  arms  in  the 
North  Battery,  which  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  occupy,  fhall  be  furnifhed 
without  delay  with  a  fufficient  vef¬ 
fel  as  a  cartel,  to  carry  them  to 
Great  Britain,  Col.  Frafer  giving 
his  parole  of  honour  for  himfelf, 
his  officers,  and  foldiers,  not  to 
ferve during  the  prefent  war,  againft 
the  French  republic,  or  its  allies, 
until  regularly  exchanged. 

Art.  III.  The  officers  and 

foldiers 


I 


APPENDIX  TO  THE 

foldiers  (hall  preferve  their  baggage 
and  effects,  which  {hall  be  em¬ 
barked  with  them. 

Art.  IV.  The  inhabitants  {hall 
retain  poffeflion  of  their  properties, 
without  prejudice,  however,  to  any 
orders  to  the  contrary  which  may 
hereafter  be  given  by  General 
Blanchot,  commandant  and  admi- 
niftrator  general  of  Senegal  and  its 
dependencies. 

Agreed  upon  and  executed  in  two 
copies,  to  be  exchanged  between 
us,  the  day  and  year  already  men¬ 
tioned, 

(Signed)  John  Fraser, 

Col.  Afr.  Corps. 

Mahe,  Lieut  de  Vaiffeau, 
and  commanding  the  Divifion. 

London  Gazette,  April  28. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Ed - 
nvard  Sterling  Dickfon ,  Command¬ 
er  of  his  Majefy’s  Ship  the  In - 
conjiant ,  to  William  Marfden ,  Efq. 
dated  at  Goree  y  March  15,  l8p4» 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  my 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  of  the  arrival  of  his  Majefty  *s 
fhip  under  my  command,  and  the 
veflfels  named  in  the  margin  *,  off 
the  iftand  of  Goree,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  7  th  of  March  ;  but  con¬ 
ceiving  it  poflible  that  it  might  be 
in  the  poffeflion  of  the  enemy,  (al¬ 
though  Fmgliih  colours  were  hoift- 
ed  on  the  Citadel,  and  fentinels 
clothed  in  red  placed  on  the  differ¬ 
ent  batteries,)  I  brought  to  with 
the  convoy,  and  directed  Mr. 
Charles  Pickford,  my  firft  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  to  proceed  on  {hore  in  the 
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cutter,  and,  if  he  found  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Engliih,  to  make  the 
fignal  I  eftablilhed  for  that  purpofe* 
At  funfet,  not  any  fignal  having 
been  made,  nor  the  appearance  of 
the  boat,  1  came  to  anchor  with 
the  convoy  a  little  out  ©fgun-lhot ; 
and  deeming  it  highly  neceffary  to 
gain  ibme  information  with  refpedl 
to  the  fituation  of  the  garrifon,  I 
ordered,  at  ten  o’clock,  P.M.  three 
boats,  manned  and  armed,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Runciman, 
Midfhipman,  to  proceed  into  the 
harbour,  and  cut  out  any  of  the 
veffels  he  could  find,  which  he  did 
in  a  gallant  manner,  by  bringing 
out  a  ihip,  under  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  batteries,  which  funk  our  cutter, 
and  wounded  one  man.  From  her 
I  learned,  that  the  French  had  been 
in  poffeffion  of  Goree  fi nee  the 
i8thor  January,  and  that  they  had 
three  hundred  white  and  black 
troops  in  the  garrifon. 

On  the  8th  inftant,  at  day -light, I 
weighed,  and  {food  to  the  weftward 
of  the  illand,  to  prevent  any  fuc- 
cours  being  thrown  in  by  fea  from 
Senegal ;  and,  on  the  evening  of 
the  fame  day,  being  determined  to 
attack  it,  having  ordered  fealing 
ladders  to  be  made  for  that  purpofe, 
at  nine  P.  M.  anchored,  and  or- 
dered  all  the  boats  of  the  convoy  to 
be  fent  on  board  the  Inconftant, 
and  after  embarking  as  many  troops 
as  they  could  poflibly  How,  I  found 
they  would  not  carry  a  fufficient 
number  to  prornife  fuccefs  ;  1  there¬ 
fore  poftponed  the  attack  until  the 
arrival  of  one  of  our  convoy,  which 
was  in  fight,  {landing  into  the  bay, 
as  her  three  boats  could  carry  irom 
thirty  to  forty  men  more;  at  day¬ 
light,  in  the  morning  of  the  9th 
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fnffcant,  we  were  agreeably  furprifed 
by  feeing  the  Englifh  colours  hoif- 
ted  over  the  French,  and  fhortly 
after  I  received  information  from 
Lieutenant  Pickford,  that  the  gar¬ 
rifon  had  capitulated  with  him  ; 
I  Inftantly  flood  into  the  harbour 
with  the  convoy,  anchored  and  dif- 
embarked  the  troops.  Conceiving 
it  of  importance  that  his  Majefty’s 
Miniflers  fhould  be  made  acquaint¬ 
ed  as  foon  as  poflible  with  the  re¬ 
capture  of  this  ifland,  1  have  pur. 
chafed  a  fmall  brig,  and  fent  my 
Firfl  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Charles 
Pickford,  an  intelligent  and  de¬ 
leaving  officer  to  England,  who 
will  have  the  honour  to  prefent  my 
difpatches  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
-coramed  him  in  the  Arongeft  man¬ 
ner  to  their  Lordfhips’  favour. 

1  have  appointed  Captain  Wil¬ 
liam  Murray,  fenior  officer  of  the 
troops,  to  be  Commandant  at  Go¬ 
ree,  till  his  Majefty?s  pleafure  is 
known,  and  Mr.  William  Arnold, 
M after’s  Mate,  to  be  Lieutenant  of 
the  I  neon  fl  ant,  vice  Pickford,  and 
hope  it  will  meet  their  Lordfhips’ 
approbation. 

The  moment  I  can  get  a  Efficient 
fupply  of  water  and  proviflons  land¬ 
ed,  and  put  the  id  and  into  a  pro¬ 
per  date  of  defence,  I  fliail  proceed, 
and  put  their  Lordfhips’  orders  in¬ 
to  execution. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  letter, 
Without  adoring  their  Lordfhips, 
•:  sat  the  greateft  cordiality  exifled 
between  the  Officers,  fearnen,  and 
fb idiers  ;  and  had  an  attack  been 
found  necetfary,  from  the  bandfome 
manner  they  volunteered  their  fer- 
vices,  I  am  perfuaded  they  would 
have  done  honour  to  their  country. 

Enclos'd  are  the  articles  of  Ca¬ 
pitulation,  and  an  account  of  the 


ordnance  and  military  flores  found 
in  the  garrifon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

E.  S.  Dickson, 

A  D [['patch  of  avhich  the  following  is 
a  Copy  ^  nvas  this  Day  received  by 
the  Right  Hon .  Lord  Hobart ,  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  principal  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State ,  from  Captain 
Dickfpn ,  comma?: ding  his  Majefy’s 
Ship  Inconjiant , 

H.  M,  s S’.  Tncondant ,  Goree, 
Africa j  March  I^. 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you? 
Lordfhip  with  the  recapture  of  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  and  I  have  the 
honour  *o  enclofe  you  the  Articles 
of  Capitulation.  1  have  appointed 
Captain  W.  Murray,  Senior  Office? 
of  the  African  Corps,  Commmd- 
ant  of  Goree,  until  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure  is  known  ;  and  as  I  had 
not  any  directions  relative  to  the 
cargo  of  the  Eagle  ftore  fhip,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  open  the  letter 
addrefted  to  Colonel  Frafer,  from 
yeur  Lordfhip,  and  have  given  it 
to  Captain  Murray,  and  ordered 
him  to  follow,  as  clofe  as  poflible, 
the  direftions  contained  therein. 
The  very  ample  fupply  of  flores  and 
proviflons  thisveffel  appears  t©  have 
brought  out,  and  the  great  ftrength 
of  the  garrifon  at  prefent,  enables 
me  to  aft u re  your  Lordfhip  of  its 
perfeCt  fecurity.  Mr.  Charles 
Pickford,  my  Firfl  Lieutenant,  an 
intelligent  and  deferving  officer, 
and  whom  1  beg  leave  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  Lordfhip,  will  have 
the  honour  of  prefenting  this  letter. 
He  will  be  able  to  inform  you  very 
fully  of  every  particular  relative  to 
Goree  and  its  dependencies.  I 

hope 
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nope  the  arrangement  I  have  made 
will  meet  your  Lordfhips*  appro¬ 
bation. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

E.  S.  Dickson. 

Articles  of  Capit illation  „ 

Art.  I.  The  French  garrifon  at 
the  iiland  of  Goree  fhall  be  allowed 
to  leave  it,  drums  beating,  and 
with  the  honours  of  war. 

Art.  II.  The  effeds,  baggage, 
arms  of  the  troops,  (hall  be  given 
up  to  them,  as  well  as  the  private 
property  of  the  Officers,  the  Com¬ 
mandant  of  the  Garrifons,  Officers 
*>f  Adminiftration,  Guards  of  Ar¬ 
tillery,  and  other  public  employ¬ 
ments. 

Art.  III.  The convalefcents  and 
fmk,  in  a  date  to  be  fent  to  Se¬ 
negal  with  the  troops,  alfo  fuch 
French  citizens  as  wifh  to  leave  the 
ifland,  with  their  property,  fhall 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fame 
privilege. 

Art.  IV.  The  veffels,  ftores, 
&c.,  of  all  kinds,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Eritifh. 

Art.  V.  The  property  of  the 
inhabitants,  of  what  nature  foever, 
fnall  be  refpeded  and  preferved. 

Done  at  Goree,  this  8th  of 
March,  1804. 

(Signed)  C.  Pickford,  Lieut. 

MoNTMAY  EUR. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  in 
iny  poffeffion. 

(Signed) 

Edw.  Sterling  Dickson. 

London  Gazette,  May  22. 

This  Gazette  contains  a  letter 
from  Lord  Keith  to  Mr.  Marfden, 
dated  Ramfgate,  May  20,  announc¬ 
ing  the  receipt  of  the  cnclofcd  dif- 
patch  from  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith  : 
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Antelope y  at  Anchor ,  off  Offend* 
May  1 7,  1804* 

My  Lord, 

Information  from  all  quarters, 
and  the  evident  Hate  of  readinefs 
in  which  the  enemy's  armaments 
were  in  Helvoet,  Flufhing,  and 
OH  end,  indicating  the  probability 
of  a  general  movement  from  thole 
ports,  I  reinforced  Captain  Man  bay, 
off  Helvoet,  with  one  fhip,  and 
direfted  Captain  Hancock,  of  the 
Cruifer,  Hationed  in  fhore,  to  com¬ 
bine  his  operations  and  theRat tier’s 
with  the  fquadron  of  gun- boats 
Hationed  off  Offend.  The  Antelope, 
Penelope,  and  Aimable,  occupied,  a 
centrical  polition,  in  fight  both  of 
Flufiring  and  Offend,  in  anxious  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  enemy  *s  appearance* 
Yefterday,  at  half  pall  five,  A.M. 
I  received  information  from  Capt, 
Hancock,  then  off  Offend,  that  the 
enemy’s  flotilla  was  hauling-  out  of 
that  pier,  and  had  already  twenty- 
one  one-mafted  veffels  and  one 
fchooner  outflde  in  the  roads  ;  and 
at  half  paft  feven  the  fame  morning, 
I  had  the  fatisfaHion  to  fee  the 
Flufhing  flotilla  of  fifty-nine  fail, 
viz.  two  lliip-rigged  praams,  nine¬ 
teen  fchooners,  and  thirty-eight; 
fchuyts,  fteered  along  ffiore  from 
that  port  towards  Offend,  under 
circumftances  which  allowed  me  ru 
hope  I  fhould  be  able  to  bring  them, 
to  aftion.  The  fignal  was  made 
to  the  Cruifer  and  Rattler,  for  an 
enemy  in  the  E.  S.  E.,  to  call  their 
attention  from  Offend  :  the  fqua¬ 
dron  weighed  the  moment  the  flood 
made,  and  allowed  of  the  heavier 
fhips  following  them  over  the 
banks ;  the  fignal  to  chafe  and  to 
engage  were  obeyed  with  alacrity, 
fpirit,  and  judgment,  by  the  atffive 
and  experienced  Officers  your 
Lordfhip  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
place  under  my  orders.  Captains 

Hancock 
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tdancock  and  Mafon  attacked  this 
formidable  line  with  the  greateft 
gallantry  and  addrefs,  attaching 
themfeives  particularly  to  the  two 
praams,  both  of  them  of  greater 
force  than  themfeives,  independent 
of  the  crofs  fire  from  the  fchooners 
and  the  fchuyts ;  I  fent  the  Aima¬ 
ble,  by  fignal  to  fupport  them.  The 
Penelope,  (having  an  able  pilot, 
Mr.  Thornton,)  on  fignal  being 
made  to  engage,  Captain  Brough¬ 
ton  worked  up  to  the  centre  of  the 
enemy’s  line,  as  near  as  the  fhoal 
water  would  allow,  while  the  An¬ 
telope  went  round  the  St  room  Sand, 
to  cut  the  van  off  from  Oftend. 
Unfortunately,  our  gun-boats  were 
not  in  hght,  having,  as  I  have  un- 
derftood  hnce,  devoted  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  prevent  the  Oftend  divifion 
from  moving  weftward. — The 
enemy  attempted  to  get  back  to 
Flufhirg  ;  but,  being  haraffed  by 
the  Cruifer  and  Rattler,  and  the 
wind  coming  more  eafterly  againft 
them,  they  were  obliged  to  run  the 
gauntlet  to  the  weftward,  keeping 
clofe  to  the  beach,  Under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  batteries. — Having 
found  a  panage  for  the  Antelope 
within  the  Stroom  Sand,  (lie  was 
enabled  to  bring  her  broad  fide  to 
bear  on  the  headmoft  fchooners  be¬ 
fore  they  got  the  length  of  Oftend. 
The  leader  ftruck  immediately,  and 
her  crew  deferted  her.  She  was, 
however,  recovered  by  the  follow¬ 
ers  ;  the  artillery  from  the  town 
and  camp,  and  the  rowing  gun¬ 
boats  from  the  pier,  kept  up  a  con¬ 
stant  and  well-direCIed  fire  for  their 
fupport  ;  our  Ihot,  however,  which 
went  over  the  fchooners,  going  on 
Ihore  among  thehorfe  artillery,  in¬ 
terrupted  it  in  a  degree  j  fbill  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  from  the  (here  we  re¬ 
ceived  the  greateft  annoyance  ;  for 


the  fchooners  and  fchuyts  crowding 
along,  could  not  bring  their  prow 
guns  to  bear,  without  altering  their 
eourfe  towards  us,  which  they 
could  not  venture  ;  and  their  fide 
guns,  though  numerous  and  well- 
ferved,  were  very  light.  In  this 
manner  the  Penelope  and  Antelope 
engaged  every  part  of  their  long 
line  from  four  till  eight,  while  the 
Aimable,  Cruifer,  and  Rattler, 
continued  to  prefs  their  rear.  Since 
two  o’clock  the  fternmoft  praam 
ftruck  her  colours  and  ran  on  Ihore  j  . 
but  the  artillery-men  from  the  army 
got  on  board,  and  (he  renewed  her 
fire  on  the  Aimable  with  the  pre- 
cifion  of  a  land  battery,  from  which 
that  fnip  buffered  much.  Captain 
Bolton  fpeaks  much  in  praife  of 
Lieutenant  Mather,  who  is  wounds 
ed.  Several  of  the  fchooners  and 
fchuyts  immediately  under  the  fire 
of  the  fhips  were  driven  on  fhore  in 
like  manner,  and  recovered  by  the 
army.  At  eight,  the  tide  falling, 
and  leaving  us  in  little  more  water 
than  we  drew,  we  were  reluctantly 
obliged  to  haul  off  into  deeper 
water  to  keep  afloat,  and  the  ene¬ 
my’s  veffels  that  were  not  on  fhore, 
of  too  much  fhattered,  were  thus 
able  to  reach  Oftend  ;  thefe  and  the 
Oftend  divifion  have  hauled  into  the 
bafon.  I  have  anchored  in  fuch  a 
pofition  as  to  keep  an  eye  on  them  5 
and  I  fnall  endeavour  to  elefe  with 
them  again  if  they  move  into  deep¬ 
er  water.  I  have  to  regret  that, 
from  the  depth  of  the  water  in  which 
thefe  veffels  move,  gun-boats  alone 
can  aCt  againft  them  with  effeCt. 
Four  have  joined  me,  and  I  have 
fent  them  in  to  fee  what  they  can 
do  with  the  praam  that  is  on  ftiore0 
I  have  great  fatisfaClion  in  bearing 
teftimony  to  your  Lordfhip  of  the 
gallant  and  fteady  conduct  of  the 
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Captains,  Commanders,  Officers, 
feamen,  and  marines,  under  my  or¬ 
ders.  Captains  Hancock  and  Ma- 
fon  bore  the  brunt  of  the  attack, 
and  continued  it  for  fix  hours  againft 
a  great  fuperiority  of  fire,  parti¬ 
cularly  from  the  army  on  fhore,  the 
howitzer  (hells  annoying  them 
much.  Thefe  Officers  defer  re  the 
higheft  praife  I  can  give  them. 
They  fpeak  of  the  conduct  of  their 
Lieutenants,  Officers,  and  crews, 
in  terms  of  warm  panegyric. 
MefTrs.  Budd  and  Dalyell,  from  the 
Antelope,  adfed  in  the  abfence  of 
two  Lieutenants  of  thofe  (hips. 
Lieutenants  Garrety  and  Patful} 
commanding  theFavourite  and  Stag 
cutters,  did  their  bell  with  their 
fmall  guns  againft  greater  num¬ 
bers  of  greater  calibre.  Lieu- 
tenant  Hillier,  of  the  Antelope, 
gave  me  all  the  affiftance  and  fupport 
on  her  quarter-deck  his  ill  ftate  of 
health  would  permit,  Lieutenant 
Stokes  and  Mr.  Slefter,  Adfing 
Lieutenant,  directed  the  fire  on  the 
lower  and  main-decks  with  coolnefs 
and  precifion.  It  would  be  the 
higheft  injuftice  if  I  omitted  to 
mention  the  intrepid  conduct  of 
Mr.  Lewis,  the  Mafter,  Mr.  Nunn 
and  Mr.  Webb,  Pilots,  to  whofe 
fteadinefs,  (kill,  and  attention,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  former,  I  (hall  ever  feel 
tnyfelf  indebted,  for  having  brought 
the  Antelope  into  aftion,  within  the 
fands,  where,  certainly,  the  enemy 
could  not  expert  to  be  met  by  a 
fhip  of  her  fize,  and  for  having  al¬ 
lowed  her  to  continue  engaged  with 
Commodore  Verheul  to  the  laft  mi¬ 
nute  it  was  poffible  to  remain  in 
fuch fhoal  water,  with  a  falling  tide. 
It  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  the  enemy’s 
Commodore  purfued  a  fteady  courfe, 
notwithftanding  our  fire,  and  re- 
-iurned  it  with  fpirit  to  the  laft. 


I  could  not  detach  open  boats  into 
the  enemy’s  line  to  pick  up  thofe 
veffels  which  had  ft  ruck,  and  were 
deferted,  mixed  as  they  were  with 
thofe  (till  firing.  Captain  Hancock 
fent  me  one  fchuyt  that  had  hauled 
out  of  the  line  and  furrendered. 
She  had  a  lieutenant  and  twenty- 
three  foldiers  of  the  48th  regiment, 
with  five  Dutch  feamen  on  board. 
She  is  fo  ufeful  here,  I  cannot  part 
with  her  yet.  Enclofed  is  a  lift  of 
our  lofs,  which,  though  great,  is 
lefs  than  might  have  been  expetfted, 
owing  to  the  enemy’s  directing 
their  fire  at  our  malls.  The  Rattler 
and  the  Cruifer  have,  of  courfe, 
fuffered  moil  in  the  latter  refpeft, 
but  are  nearly  ready  for  fervice 
again.  The  (moke  would  not  al¬ 
low  us  to  fee  the  effetft  of  our  fhoc 
on  the  enemy  5  but  their  lofs,  con¬ 
fide  ring  the  number  of  them  under 
our  guns  for  fo  long,  mull  be  great 
in  proportion.  We  fee  the  maft- 
heads  above  water  of  three'  of  the 
fchooners  and  one  of  the  fchuyt# 
which  were  funk. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  Sidney  Smit$5.,? 

Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on. 
hoard  his  Majefy’s  Ships  and  Vef. 
fids  under  the  Orders  of  Coriimodore 
Sir  W.  S.  Smithy  in  Adi  ion  avith 
the  Enemy* s  Flotilla  on  its  Pajfagt 
'  from  Flufhing  to  Of  end,  1 6th 
May. 

Antelope,  2  feamen  and  r  pri- 
private  marine  wounded. — Pene¬ 
lope,  3  feamen  killed,  and  4  fea¬ 
men  wounded.  —  Aimable,  Mr. 
Chriftian,  mailer’s  mate,  Mr.  John- 
fon,  midlhipman,  4  feamen,  and  1 
boy  killed ;  Lieutenant  W.  Mather, 
Mr.  Shawell,  purfer,  Mr.  Connor, 
midfhipman,  and  1 1  feamen,  wound. 

ed*—— ** 
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cd.^-Cruifer,  i  feaman  killed  ;  Mr. 
George  Ellis,  clerk,  and  3  Teamen, 
wounded. — Rattler,  2  Teamen  kill¬ 
ed,  and  5  Teamen  wounded. — Total, 
2  petty  officers,  10  Teamen,  and  1 
boy  killed  ;  1  lieutenant,  1  pur  Ter, 
4  petty  officers,  2.5  Teamen,  and  1 
private  marine,  wounded. 

(Signed)  W.  Sidney  Smith. 

London  Gazette,  June  23. 

Extracts  of  Letters  from  Sir  Charles 
Green  and  Commodore  Hood ,  com¬ 
manding  his  Majefty’ s  Military  and 
Naomi  Forces  employed  in  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  againf  Surinam, 

Sir  Charles  Green  11a tes,  in  a 
letter  dated  Paramaribo,  May  13, 
that  the  expedition  having  Tailed 
from  Barbadoes  on  the  -7th  April, 
anchored  on  the  25th  and  26th 
following,  about  ten  miles  off  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Surinam.  On 
the  26th,  a  corps,  confiding  of  the 
dank  companies  of  the  16th  and 
64th  regiments,  the  ride  company 
of  the  2d  battalion  60th  regiment, 
made  up  by  detachments  from  the 
battalion  companies  of  the  16th, 
64th,  and  6th  Well  India  regi¬ 
ments,  to  about  600  men,  and  the 
1  ft  brigade  of  royal  artillery,  be- 
Tides  armed  feamen,  was  detached 
In  different  veffels  under  convoy  of 
his  Majefty’s  fhip  Hippomenes, 
Captain  Shipley.  This  corps  was 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Maitland,  who  was  diredled  to  ef- 
fe6t  a  landing  at  the  Warappa 
Creek,  about  ten  leagues  to  the 
ea  ft  ward  of  the  Surinam  river, 
where  the  enemy  occupied  a  poll. 
The  objeiff  of  this  operation  was 
to  obtain  a  water  communication 
with  the  Commewyne  river,  to 
procure  plantation  boats  in  fuffi- 


cient  number  to  tranfport  the  troops 
down  that  river  towards  its  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  Surinam,  and  thereby 
facilitate  our  approach  to  take  a 
pofuion  in  the  rear  of  Fort  New 
Amfterdam  ;  and  alfo  with  a  view 
to  cut  off  a  confiderable  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  enemy  ftationed  at 
Fort  Brandwacht.  On  the  fame 
day,  preparations  were  made  for 
landing  a  body  of  troops  to  take 
poffeffion  of  Bram's  Point,  where 
there  is  a  battery  of  feven  eighteen- 
pounders,  which  defends  the  en¬ 
trance  into  the  river  Surinam. 
Brigadier-General  Hughes  under¬ 
took  to  fuperintend  this  fervice  ; 
the  wind  proving  favourable,  his 
Majefty’s  fhips  Emerald,  Pandour, 
(having  the  64th  regiment  on 
board,)  and  Drake  brig  of  war, 
got  under  weigh  to  attack  the  bat® 
tery,  when  a  fire  was  opened  on 
the  Blips,  which,  however,  was 
foon  filenced  by  a  few  broadfides, 
and  the  enemy  ftruck  their  colours. 
A  detachment  of  troops  under  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Hughes  immediate¬ 
ly  landed,  and  took  poffeffion  of 
Bram’s  Point,  making  prifoners  a 
captain  and  44  men*  The  entrance 
being  thus  fecured,  the  commodore 
made  fignal  for  the  Blips  to  go  into 
the  river  as  foon  as  pofiible  ;  in  the 
courfe  of  that  and  the  following 
day,  the  molt  confiderable  part  of 
the  Beet  anchored  in  the  river. 

The  Britifii  commanders  fum- 
moned  the  Dutch  governor  on  the 
27th,  and  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  he  anfwered  in  the  negative. 
(C  Here,’1  fays  General  Green,  (( I 
muft  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  coaft  of  Surinam 
is  of  very  difficult  approach,  Bial- 
low,  and  full  of  banks ;  that  a 
landing  is  only  to  be  attempted  at 
the  top  of  the  tide,  and  at  parri¬ 
cide 
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cular  points ;  the  coaft  is  uncleared, 
and  from  wood*  and  the  marfhy 
nature  of  the  foil,  it  is  impoffible 
to  penetrate  into  the  interior,  ex¬ 
cept  by  the  rivers  and  the  creeks.; 
— The  fhores  on  both  Tides  of  the 
river  Surinam  are  equally  difficult 
of  accefs,  for  the  fame  caufes,  un¬ 
til  you  reach  the  battery  Friderici, 
with  the  exception  of  one  fpot  on 
the  eaftern  fhore,  where  a  planta¬ 
tion,  called  Refolution,  has  been 
lately  eftablifhed.  Our  points  of 
attack  were  therefore  confined  * 
and  the  enemy,  by  means  of  theif 
forts,  fhips  of  war,  and  other 
armed  veffels,  were  completely 
mailers  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Surinam  above  Fort  Amfter- 
dam. — The  defences  of  the  river, 
after  palling  BramT  Point,  are 
Fort  Amfterdam,  fituated  on  the 
confluence  of  the  rivers  Surinam 
and  Commewyne  :  upwards  of  So 
pieces  of  ordnance  are  mounted  in 
this  fortrefs. — Fort  Leyden  is 
armed  with  12  heaPy  guns,  and 
fituated  on  the  r’umt  bank  of  Suri- 

u) 

nam,  where  it  meets  the  Comme¬ 
wyne  ;  is  oppofite  to,  and  com¬ 
manded  by,  Fort  Amflcrdam,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  2000  yards. 

• — The  battery  Frideiici  is  about- 
200  yards  lower  down,  and  armed 
with  12  heavy  guns. 

<£  On  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
nearly  oppofite  to  Fort  Amfterdam, 
is  Fort  Purmurent,  having  ten 
guns  mounted  ;  its  rear  and  Hanks 
prote&ed  by  imprafiicable  marfh 
and  woods. — The  fire  of  all  thefe 
works  and  batteries  interfefl  in  the 
channel  for  fhips  going  up  the  river. 

• — The  town  of  Paramaribo  is  de¬ 
fended  towards  the  water  by  a 
battery  of  about  ten  guns,  mounted 
in  Fort  Zelandia,  a  place  other- 
wife  of  no  defence. — The  28th, 

Vol.XLVI,  or  Vox,  IV,  Ne 


the  fhips  of  war  and  other  v£ 
proceeded  up  the  river  as  fail  ss 
the  tides  would  admit, 

“  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shipley j 
commanding  engineer,-  having  ex¬ 
amined  the  country  as  to  the  polfi- 
bility  of  taking  Forts  Leyden  and 
Friderici  in  rear*  and  found  that 
a  pallage  was  practicable  through 
the  woods,  a  detachment  of  140 
men  of  the  64th  regiment,  under 
the  command  of  the  Hon.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Cranftoun,  with 
Major  Stirke,  of  the  0th  Weft 
India  regiment,  ten  men  of  the 
6th  Weft  India  regiment,  with 
fide- arms,  having  felling  axes,  20 
of  the  Artificers'  Corps  provided 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  about 
thirty  armed  Teamen,  commanded 
by  Captains  Maxwell,  Ferris,  and 
Richardfon,  of  the  navy,  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Hughes,  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Shipley,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Arnold,  of  the  royal  engi¬ 
neers,  and  Mr.  Hobbs,  acting  en¬ 
gineer,  whofe  local  knowledge 
proved  extremely  ufeful  on  this 
occafion,  landed,  between  ten  and 
eleven  at  night,  at  Refolution  Plan¬ 
tation,  and  proceeded  through  the 
woods  with  negro  guides.  A  great 
quantity  of  rain  having  recently 
fallen,  it  was  found,  that  the  path* 
at  all  times  difficult,  had  become 
almoft  impaflable ;  but  no  obftacle 
could  damp  the  enterprifmg  fpirit 
of  our  Teamen  arid  foldiers,  who* 
with  perfevering  courage,  after  a 
laborious  march  of  five  hours,  ar¬ 
rived  near  the  rear  of  Friderici 
battery.  The  alarm  having  been 
given,  a  confiderable  fire  of  grape 
{hot  was  made  upon  the  troops  be¬ 
fore  they  quitted  the  wood,  whilft 
forming  for  the  attack,  and  of 
mufketry  as  they  approached  the 
W  Series*  *1 
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battery.  The  affault  of  our  in¬ 
trepid  feamen  and  troops  with  fixed 
bayonets,  was  fo  animated  and  vi¬ 
gorous,  as  to  prevent  any  further 
refiftanc'e.  The  enemy  fed  to  Fort 
Leyden,  having  fet  fire  to  the 
powder  magazine,  by  the  explofion 
of  which  a  few  Britifh  officers  and 
men  were  feverely  wounded.  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Hughes  ufed  no  de¬ 
lay  in  moving  on  to  the  attack  of 
Fort  Leyden  ;  but  being  under  the 
meceffity  of  marching  by  a  narrow 
road,  which  was  enfiladed  by  four 
or  five  guns,  received  a  confider- 
able  fire  of  grape-fhot  on  his  march, 
and  of  mufketry  on  his  nearer  ap¬ 
proach,  which,  however,  was  foon 
put  a  flop  to  by  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  impetuous  attack  on  our  part ; 
and  the  enemy,  after  fome  firing, 
called  for  quarter,  which  was  ge- 
nerouily  granted  by  the  conquerors, 
although  in  the  moment  they  -were 
highly  exafperated  at  the  conduct 
of  the  Batavian  troops  in  blowing 
up  the  powder-magazine  at  Fort 
Friderici,  after  if  had  been  in  our 
pofifefilon.  A  captain,  with  fome 
other  officers  and  120  men,  were 
taken  at  this  poll,  about  thirty 
having  made  their  efcape  acrofs  the 
fiver  Commewyne  to  Fort  New 
Amflerdam. 


“  This  brilliant  affair  produced 
important  advantages,  and  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  country  abounding  with 
.refourees  of  all  kinds.  After  filenc- 
ing  the  fire  at  Fort  Amfterd'am, 
by  which  three  men  were  killed  in 
Fort  Leyden,  the  troops  were 
tranfported  to'  the  oppofite  bank  of 
the  Commewyne,  in  order  to  form 
a  junction  with  Major-General 
Maitland,  who  had  landed  at  the 
Wauappa  Creek,  and,  after  a  fnort 
refinance,  taken  the  enemy’s  poft 
with  two  guns,*' 


The  general  then  proceeds  to 
Bate,  that  Brigadier-General  Mait¬ 
land  having  conveyed  his  troops  in 
a  number  of  Plantation  boats, 
landed  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ri\er,  and  being  joined  By  a  part 
of  the  1 6th  regiment,  on  the  4th 
they  puffed  through  a  wood,  and 
came  within  a  mile  of  Fort  New 
Amflerdam,  when  a  flag  of  truce 
was  fent  to  the  head- quarters  on 
the  Commewyne,  with  propofals 
for  capitulation.  Hoftilities  were 
therefore  fufpended  ;  when  Captain 
Maxwell  being  fent  to  fettle  the 
terms,  brought  two  capitulations, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  cth 
Brigadier-General  Maitland  took 
poffeffioii  of  Fort  New  Amflerdam, 
as  well  as  of  the  Dutch  frigate 
and  floop. 

The.  general  then  pays  the  highefl 
compliments  to  Brigadier-General 
Maitland,  Brigadier- Gen.  Hughes, 
and  the  following  commanders, 
whofe  gallant  conduct  had  been 
reported  to  him,  by  the  fuperior 
officers  above  mentioned,  in  the 
highefl  terms  of  commendation, 
viz.- — Captain  Shipley,  of  the 
Hippomenes ;  Colonel  M‘Lean, 
60th  regiment ;  Major  Hardiman, 
ill  battalion  of  the  "Royals;  and 
Captain  M‘Kenzie,  of  the  navy, 
who  commanded  the  feamen  and 
troops  up.  the  river.  The  gallant 
conduct  of  Brigadier-Gen.  Hughes, 

o  ^  o  y 

in  his  command  at  Fort  Leyden, 
has  excited  the  moil  unqualified 
commendations  of  the  commander 
in  chief.  He  alfo  reports,  in  the 
highefl  terms,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shipley,  of  the  royal  engineers; 
Captains  Maxwell,  Ferris,  and 
Rieharcifon,  of  the  navy  ;  Major 
Stirke,  of  the  6th  Weft  India  re¬ 
giment  ;  and  major  ef  brigade, 
Brownrigg  ;  Lieutenant  jamifon. 
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&f  the  64-th  ;  Lieutenant  Arnold, 
of  the  royal  engineers ;  and  Mr. 
Hobbs,  a&ing  engineer.  The  ge¬ 
neral  is  excefifive  in  his  praifes  of 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel  Shipley,  to 
whom  he  declares  to  have  obliga^ 
tions  far  beyond  his  power  of  ex- 
preffing; 

The  articles  of  capitulation  are, 
the  garrifons  to  be  prifoners  of 
war  ;  to  be  tranfported  to  Holland 
as  foon  as  veffels  can  be  provided 
for  the  pur'pofe ;  the  troops  to  be 
at  liberty  to  ferve  the  Batavian 
Republic,  but  not  againft  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  or  his  allies  5  and 
finally,  that  they  are  not  to  be 
compelled  to  enter  the  Britifh  ier- 
vice.  Private  property  feeured  to 
the  pofleifors. 

In  another  capitulation  with  the 
Dutch  naval  commander,  Commo¬ 
dore  Bloys,  the  Dutch  frigate  Pro- 
ferpine,  and  Py lades  hoop  of  war, 
with  three  merchant-fhips  and  a 
fchooner,  the  latter  hated  fo  be 
private  property,  and  referved  for 
decifto'n  as  fuch,  were  furrendered, 
and  the  fame  conditions  granted  to 
their  crews  as  to  thefoldiers.  The 
fcrafs  and  iron  ordnance,  of  various 
calibre,  mounted  and  difmounted, 
comprifed  282  pieces* 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  IVounded 

at  the  A  [fault  and  Capture  of  the' 

Forts  Leyden  and  Friderici , 

Three  rank  and  file  killed  3  1 
field-officer,  5  fubal terns,  t  ftarf, 

1  ferjeant,  and  7  rank  and  file, 
wounded/ — Officers  wounded,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  the  Hon.  G.  Cran- 
ftoun,  64th  regiment ;  Lieutenant 
Arnold,  royal*  engineers ;  Mr. 
Hobbs,  afiiftant  engineer ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Refs,  64th  regiment  j  and 


Lieutenant  Brownrigg,  8  7 Hi  regU 
ment. 

Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  in  thi 
Rojal  Navy  on  the  fane  Occajion . 

f 

One  lieutenant,  t  warrant  offi. 
Peer,  1  petty  officer,  and  2  feu  men* 
killed  ;  3  lieutenants  and  3  fearneni 
wounded. — -Officers  killed,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Smith,  firft  of  the  Centaur* 
mortally  wounded,  died  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  ;  W.  Shuldl  i am,  mid- 
fiiipman  of  the  Centaur;  Mn 
—5 — boatfwain  of  the  Drake. — - 
Officers  wounded,  Lieufen'anrs  King? 
and  Henderfon,  of  the  Centaur  5 
and  Lieutenant  Brand,  of  the  Uni¬ 
que. 

Retttrn  of  Rat  avian  Prifoners  taken 
at  the  Conquef  of  the  Colony  of 
Surinam)  ,  on  the  26th  of  April 
1804,  and  following  Pays, 

A  it  mx.— -i  lieutenant-general,  i 
lieutenant-colonel,  1  major,  19 
captains,  22  firft  lieutenants,  3a 
fecond  lieutenants,  1  furgeon  ma¬ 
jor,  6  firft  furgeons,  10  fecond 
furgeons,  2  ferjeant- majors,  79 
ferjeants,  130  corporals,  24  drum¬ 
mers,  1434  privates,  i 3  women* 
and  11  children. 

Navy.— 1  commodore,  2  cap¬ 
tains,  3  lieutenants,  6  midfhipmen, 
3  furgeons,  and  192  petty  officers 
and  fcamen,  1  ferjeam,  4  corporals, 
and  29  privates  of  marines. 

N.  P>.  Total  number  of  prifoners 
(navy  included),  exclufive  of 
and  departments,  is  2001. 

London  Gazette,  July  24. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon * 
Lord  Keith)  K«  B.  Admiral  of  the 
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Blue ,  & c.  to  William  Marfden , 
E/o .  dated  at  liamjgate  ,  the  22 d 
1  aft  ant. 

Sir, 

1  tranfmit,  for  their  lordfhips’ 
information,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Captain  Owen,  of  his  Ma- 
jefty ’s  fhip  the  Immortalite,  to 
Rear-Admiral  Louis,  acquainting 
him  that  the  enemy’s  flotilla,  out- 
lide  of  Boulogne  Pier,  had  been 
iurprifed  at  their  moorings  by  the 
late  gale  of  wind,  and  fuftained 
very  confiderable  lofs  in  attempting 
to  regain  their  ports.  Their  lord- 
fnips  will  not  fail  to  obferve  how 
much  Captain  Owen  expreflfes  him- 
felf  to  be  fatisfled  with  the  merits 
of  Captains  Jackfon  and  Heywood, 
of  the  Autumn  and  Harpy,  and 
Lieutenants  Richardfon  and  Price, 
commanding  the  Bloodhound  and 
Archer  gun-brigs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  &c. 

Keith, 

His  Majeftfs  Ship  Immortalite , 
Boulogne ,  Eajl  Screen  or  Eight 
Leagues ,  7  ul}\ 

■  Sir, 

T  he  wind  yefterday  fet  in  flrong 
from  the  N,  N.  E.  and  N.  E.  by 
i\L  and  made  fo  much  fca,  that  the 
enemy’s  veffels  in  the  road  of  Bou¬ 
logne  became  very  uneafy ;  and 
about  eight  P.  M.  the  leemoft  brigs 
began  to  get  under  weigh,  and 
work  to  windward,  whilft  fome  of 
the  luggers  ran  down  apparently 
for  Etaples ;  their  force  was  then 
forty-live  brigs  and  forty- three 
luggers.  I  made  a  flgnal  to  look 
out  on  thefe  veifels,  which  wa9 
immediate!}  obeyed  by  the  Harpy, 
Bloodhound,  and  Archer,  who 
doled  with  them,  giving  their  fire 
to.fuch  as  attempted  to  {land  off 


from  the  land ;  the  Autumn  was 
at  this  time  getting  under  weigh, 
and  loft  no  time  in  giving  her  fup- 
port  to  the  veffels  already  on  this 
fervice,  and  continued  with  them 
during  the  whole  weather  tide,  to 
fire,  from  time  to  time,  on  fuch 
of  the  enemy’s  veffels  as  gave  them 
opportunity.  At  day  light  this 
morning  there  were  nineteen  brigs 
and  eight  luggers'oniy  remaining 
in  the  bay  ;  and  about  fix  o’clock, 
thefe  began  to  flip  Angle  and  run 
to  the  fouthward  for  Etaples  or  the 
river  Somme,  the  Autumn  and 
brigs  being  then  too  far  to  leeward 
to  give  them  any  interruption.  As 
foon  as  the  tide  permitted  this  fhip 
and  the  leader  to  weigh,  we  flood 
in  with  Boulogne,  when  I  perceived 
that  a  brig,  a  lugger,  and  feveral 
large  boats,  were  ftranded  on  the 
beach  weft  of  the  harbour  >  the 
enemy  were  flipping  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fave  from  them  what 
they  could,  but  I  have  not  a  doubt 
the  rifing  tide  would  complete  their 
deftruHion  ;  three  other  brigs  and 
a  lugger  were  on  the  rocks  near 
the  village  of  Portee,  totally  de~ 
itreyed,  a  brig  and  two  luggers 
remained  at  anchor  clofe  to  the 
rocks  with  whefts  up,  and  the 
people  huddled  together  abaft ;  the 
brig  had  loft  her  topmaft,  topfidl, 
and  lower  yards,  and  one  of  the 
luggers  the  head  of  her  mainmaft  ; 
the  fea  was  making  a  perfect  breach 
over  them,  and  if  the  gale  con¬ 
tinues  their  iituation  is  bopelefs. 
The  merits  of  Captains  Jackfon 
and  Heywood,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Lieutenants  Richardfon  and  Price, 
are  fo  well  known  to  you,  that  I 
need  not  only  fay,  they  aHed  on 
this  occafion  with  the  fame  deci- 
five  promptnefs  they  have  always 
lhewn ;  and  though  the  night  pre¬ 
vented 
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vented  my  feeing  all  that  palled, 
there  cannot  he  a  doubt  but  that 
their  well-timed  atrack  caufed  the 
enemy’s  confufion,  and  occasioned 
mu  h  of  their  lofs,  which,  taking 
every  circumflance,  is,  T  doubt 
not,  far  beyond  what  fell  within 
our  obfervat ion,  1  have  no:  yet 
been  able  to  collect  the  reports  of 
thefe  officers,  but  will  forward 
them  the  moment  .that  they  join 
me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 
(Signed)  E.  W.  C.  R.  Owen. 
Rear- Admiral  Louis. 

London  Gazette,  July  28. 

Copy  of  a  fetter  from  Captain  R.  D. 

Oliver,  of  the  Melpomene ,  off 

Havre,  July  24,  1804. 

My  Lord, 

Since  my  letter  to  your  lordfhip 
of  the  t  7  th  inliant,  we  had  very 
light  and  variable  winds  for  three 
days,  which  were  fuececde.d  by  a 
gale  from  the  northward,  when 
the  bombs  had  fome  difficulty  to 
keep  clear  of  the  (bore.  Yefterday 
the  wind  having  got  to  the  S.  W. 
I  food  in  with  the  fquadron,  and 
at  eleven  made  the  Signal  for  the 
bombs  to  try  their  range;  they 
placed  themfelves  with  die  utmoffi 
precifion  immediately  offi  the  pier¬ 
heads,  and  at  a  quarter  pad  eleven 
began  a  moil  tremendous  fire  of 
fhells  and  carcaffies,  which  was 
continued  without  intermidion  for 
an  hour  and  a  half;  in  a  very  few 
minutes  the  town  was  obferved  to 
be  on  fire,  and  as  the  pier  was  very 
full  of  veffiels,  it  is  ijnpoffible  bet 
they  mud  have  buffered  confider¬ 
ably.  The  veffiels  which  had  been 
out  fide  the  pier,  during  the  bom¬ 
bardment  of  the  1 6 r h ,  were  fo 
much  annoyed  as  to  retire,  fome 


into  the  pier,  and  fome  up  the 
river  ;  one  of  them  was  towed  on 
fhore  under  the  batteries,  and  has 
been  fince  taken  to  pieces. 

The  enemy’s  mortar  batteries 
have  been  very  confiderably  in- 
creafed  fince  the  attack  of  the 
1 6th  ;  and  although  the  fire  from 
them  on  the  bombs  was  as  great  as, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  was  ever  ex¬ 
perienced,  they  being  confiderably 
within  the  ranee,  vet  it  is  with 
the  mod  inexpreffible  pleafure  I 
acquaint  your  lordfhip  that  not  a 
man  has  been  hurt.  A  (hell  pa  fifed 
through  the  mlzen-day  fail  of  the 
Zebra  ;  another  carried  away  the 
fpare  top-fail-yard  of  the  Merlin, 
and  two  chain  plates,  and  grazed 
her  fide  ;  and  a  42  pound  fihot  cue 
the  fpare  top.  mad  and  fome  other 
fpars,  and  lodged  in  the  booms  of 
the  Hecla;  this  is  all  the  damage 
done..  It  is  lmpodible  for  me  to 
find  words  to  exprefs  my  admiration 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Captains 
Sykes,  James,  Paul,  and  Beau¬ 
champ,  and  the  other  officers  and 
crews  of  the  bombs,  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  they  placed  and. 
managed,  their  ve  ffiels ;  and  aifo  to 
the  officers  and  men  of  die  Royal 
Artillery  embarked  on  board  of 
them,  for  the  judicious  manner  in 
which  they  fired  the  fhells. 

Some  luggers  came  out  of  the 
pier  during  the  bombardment  and 
fired  their  guns,  but  they  were 
made  to  keep  at  a  refpeftful  dis¬ 
tance  by  the  vicinity  of  the  Merlin, 
Pluto,  Locufl,  and  cutters,  which 
were  always  ready  rp  give  affiiflance 
where  wanted,  as  were  the  other 
(hips  in  the  fquadron  in  the  fitua- 
tions  afiigned  to  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Ron.  Dudley  Oliver, 
Right  lion.  Lord  Keith ,  K.  B. 

*  1  3  London 
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London  Gazette,  Aug.  7. 

f  Letter  from  Captain  Robert  Dudley 
Oliver,  Commander  of  his  Ma- 
jcjiy's  Ship  the  M  Ipomene ,  to  W )l~ 
liam  Marjden ,  Efq •  dated  off 
Havre,  the  2  d  Infant i  encUfet  the 
foilovjing  f — 

Melpomene ,  of  Havre ,  Aug* 
2,  180+. 

My  Louq, 

The  wind  having  changed  yef- 
ferday  to  the  N,  E.  I  determined 
to  make  another  attack  on  the  nu¬ 
merous  veffels  in  Havre  Pier,  as 
Well  as  thofe  which  were  moored 
putftde,  amounting  to  twenty-eight 
brigs  and  as  many  luggers,  as  ft  pod 
in  wirh  the  fquadron,  as  per  mar¬ 
gin*.  At  halt  part  feven  P.  M. 
the  bombs  were  well  placed  off  the 
Pier  Heads,  when  they  began  a 
welkcbreffed  fire,  which  was  kept 
up  with  great  fpirit  for  about  an 
Jaour  and  a  half.  The  town  was 
very  foon  obferved  to  be  on  fire  in 
two  places;  and  feven  brigs,  which 
were  on  the  out  fide  of  the  Pier, 
found  it  necefiary  to  move;  one 
loft  her  maifimaft.  As  the  wind 
came  more  oft'  the  land,  and  a 
prong  ebb  tide  fetting  out,  I  or¬ 
dered  the  bombs  to  difcontinue  fir¬ 
ing.  At  half  paft  nine  we  anchored 
with  the  fquadron  about  five  miles 
from  the  Light-houfes.  As  the 
Txplofton  had  fired  away  all  her 
fheils,  and  the  Zebra  mpft  of  her 
powder,  i  had  them  fupplied  from 
the  Meteor;  and  at  half  paft  five 
this  meriting  got  under  weigh,  and 
flood  in  with  the  fquadron  again. 
JBefore  eight  the  bombs  took  up 


their  pofitipn  near  the  Pier  Heads, 
and  kept  up  a  conftant  fire  for  near 
three  hours  with  fheils  and  car- 
caffes  ;  fo  many  fheils  burft  on  and 
about  the  Piers,  that  the  enemy’s 
fire  was  obferved  latterly  to  flacker, 
confiderably,  and  it  was  evident 
they  were  in  the  greateft  confufion  ? 
feme  brigs  and  luggers,  however, 
got  under  weigh,  and  came  out  to 
endeavour  to  annoy  the  bombs,  but 
all  the  o  ner  ftiips  and  veffels  of 
the  fquadron  were  fo  well  placed 
as  to  give  chafe  to  them  immedi¬ 
ately  ;  and  it  was  only  by  cutting 
away  their  boats,  which  were  a- 
ftern,  and  retreating  very  fpeedily 
into  fhoal  water,  that  they  efcaped, 
but  not  before  they  had  run  the 
gauntlet  of  all  thefhips  and  cutters* 
and  were  very  clofely  engaged  for 
a  confiderable  time  by  the  Merlin, 
Favourite,  Locuft  gun-brig,  and 
Hope  cutter;  and  on  this  o  cafior* 
I  feel  particularly  indebted  to  the 
exertions  of  Captains  Brenton  and 
Foot,  and  Lieutenants  Lake  and 
Dobbin,  whofe  v  eft  els  were  very 
often  during  the  aftion  in  very 
fhoal  water,  with  a  falling  tide; 
indeed  nothing  but  the  bad  failing 
of  the  Merlin  prevented  Captain 
Brenton  from  cutting  off  the  ftern- 
moil  brig.  The  Locuft  loft  her 
main-top-maft,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  other  lofs.  The  con- 
duff  of  the  Captains  Sykes,  James, 
Paul,  and  Beauchamp,  commanding 
the  bombs  on  both  thefe  pccafions, 
was  highly  meritorious ;  and  al¬ 
though  their  fhips  were  frequently 
ft  ruck,  it  gives'  me  great  pleafure 
to  add  that  no  lives  have  been  loft® 
What  damage  may  be  done  to  the 


*  Melpomene^  Ariadne,  Trufty,  Magnanime,  Merlin,  and  Favourite;  Hecla, 
Meteor,  Explosion,  and  Zebra  bombs  ;  King  George,  Hope,  Nancy,  Countels  of 
jpigin,  and  Locuft  cutters. 
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enemy  by  near  five  hundred  (hells 
and  carcaffes  thrown  into  the  town 
and  bafon  lad  evening  and  this 
morning,  it  is  impoffible  to  calcu¬ 
late  ;  but  I  may  without  vanity 
fay,  that  if  the  exertions  of  the 
enemy’s  flotilla  be  not  much  greater 
on  ourfhore  than  on  their  own,  we 
have  little  to  dread  from  them. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  ex¬ 
prefling  my  obligations  to  every 
officer  and  man  employed  in  this 
fquadron, 

I  am,  &c, 

(Signed)  R:  Dudley  Oliver. 
Might  Hon ,  Lord  Keith ,  lx.  B. 

London  Gazette. 

East-Jndia  House,  Aug.  8. 

A  Letfer  from  Captain  Kathaniel 
Dance,  Commander  of  the  La  ft 
India  Company’ s  Ship  Earl  Cam¬ 
den ,  <was  received  this  Morning,  of 
r which  the  folloveing  is  a  Copy  — - 

For  the  information  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  court,  I  beg  leave  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  the  Earl  Camden 
was  difpatched  from  Canto*  by  the 
feled  committee,  the  3 id  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  lad,  and  the  fnips  noted  in 
the  margin  *  were  put  under  my 
orders,  as  fenior  commander  ;  alfo, 
the  Rolla  Botany  Bay  ihip,  and 
the  country  (hips,  as  per  margin  h, 
were  put  under  my  charge,  to  con¬ 
voy  as  far  as  our  courfes  lay  in  the 
fame  direflion,  I  was  alio  ordered 
to  take  ynder  my  prote&ion  a  Por- 
tuguefe  Europe  (hip,  that  was  ly¬ 


ing  in  Macao  Roads,  whofe  fupra- 
cargo  had  folicited  it  fr'om  the  fc,. 

left  committee. 

Our  padage  down  the  river  was 
tedious,  and  the  fleet  much  dif- 
perfed;  the  (hips  being  under  the 
directions  of  their  feveral  Chinefe 
pilots,  I  could  not  keep  them  coi- 
Iccled  as  I  wlfbefi. 

The  Ganges,  a  fad  failing  brig, 
was  put  under  my  orders  by  the 
feleG  committee,  to  employ  in  any 
manner  that  might  tend  to  the 
fafety  or  convenience  of  the  fleet, 
till  we  had  pa  fled  the  Straits  of 
Malacca,  I  was  then  to  difpatch 
her  to  Bengal. 

We  palled  Macao  Roads  on  the 
night  of  the  5th  of  February,  and 
I  conceive  the  Rolla  had  anchored 
fo  near  Macao,  as  not  to  fee  the 
fleet  get  under  weigh  and  pafs 
through  ;  although  at  the  time  I 
had  no  idea  that  could  be  poffible, 
efpecialiy  as  I  faw  the  Ocean  in 
fliore  of  us  getting  under  weigh, 
burning  blue  lights,  and  firing  a 
gun ;  the  Portuguefe  fliip,  I  fup- 
pofe,  mud  have  been  in  the  fame 
fituation  as  the  Rolla.  During  the 
night  of  the  5  th  of  February  I 
carried  an  eafy  fail,  and  on  the 
following  day  hove  to  for  above 
two  hours,  hoping  to  fee  thofe 
fnips ;  but  there  was  no  appearance 
of  them,  nor  did  they  ever  join 
the  fleet. — -On  the  14th  February % 
at  day-break,  we  faw  Polo  Aura 
bearing  W.  S.  W.  and  at  eight 
A.  M-  the  Royal  George  made  the 
fignal  for  feeing  four  ffrange  fail  in 
the  S.  W.  I  made  the  fignal  for 


%  Warley,  Aided,  Royal  George,  Coutts,  Wexfqrd,  Ganges,  Exeter,  Earl  of 
Abergavenny,  Henry  Addington,  Bombay  Caflrle,  Cumberland,  Hope,  Dorfetfhire, 
Warren  HalVings,  Ocean. 

t  Lord  Caftlereagh,  Carron,  David  Scott,  Minerva,  Ard after,  Cfiailqtte,  Friend- 
feip,  Sflaw  Kiffarooj  jahaun«jeer,  Gilwell,  Neptune. 
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ISO  * 

the  four  {hips  noted  in  the  margin  * 
to  go  down  and  examine  them  ; 
and  Lieutenant  Fowler,  of  the 
xoyal  navy,  late  commander  of  the 
Forpoife,  and  paffenger  with  me, 
having  handfomely  offered  to  go  in 
the  Ganges  brig,  and  infpeft  them 
nearly,  I  afterwards  fent  hex  down 
|ikewife,  and  from  their  fignals  I 
perceived  it  was  an  enemy’s  ftjua- 
<dron,  confiding  of  a  line. of- battle 
ihip,  three  frigates,  and  a  brig. 

At  one  P.  M.  I  recalled  the 
look-out  fhips  by  fignal,  and  formed 
file  line  of  battle  in  clofe  order. 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  could 
fetch  in  our  wake,  they  put  about : 
we  kept  on  our  courfe  under  an 
eafy  fail.  At  near  fun-fet,  they 
were  clofe  up  with  our  rear,  and  I 
was  in  momentary  expedition  of 
an  attack  there,  and  prepared  to 
fupport  them ;  but  at  the  clofe  of 
day  we  perceived  them  haul  to 
windward.  I  fent  Lieutenant  Fow¬ 
ler  in  the  Ganges  brig,  to  flation 
the  country  fnips  on  our  lee-bow, 
by  which  means  we  were  between 
them  and  the  enemy  ;  and  having 

v  7  O 

done  fo,  he  returned  with  fomc 
volunteers  from  the  country  {flips. 

We  laid  to  in  line  of  battle  all 
night,  our  men  at  flieir  quarters ; 
at  day-break,  of  the  i^th,  we 
law  the  enemy  about  three  miles 
to  windward,  tying  to  :  we  hoifled 
pur  colours,  offering  him  battle,  if 
he  chofe  to  come  down.  The 
pnemy?s  four  (hips  hoifted  French 
Colours,  the  line-of-battle  fiiip 
carrying  a  rear-admiral’s  flag  ;  the 
brig  W3S  under  Batavian  colours. 

At  nine  A.  M.  finding  they 
WOp Id  not  come  down,  we  formed 
the  order  of  failing,  and  fleered 
f>|ir  courfe  under  an  eafy  fail ;  the 


enemy  then  filled  their  fails,  and 
edged  towards  us. 

At  one  P.  M.  finding  they  pro- 
pofed  to  attack,  and  endeavour  to 
cut  off  our  rear,  1  made  the  fignal 
to  lack  and  bear  down  on  him,  and 
engage  m  fucceffion,  the  Royal 
George  being  the  leading  fhip,  the 
Ganges  next,  and  then  the  Earl 
Camden.  This  manoeuvre  was  cor¬ 
rectly  performed,  and  we  Hood  to¬ 
wards  him  under  a  prefs  of  Fail  f 
the  enemy  then  formed  in  a  very 
clofe  line,  and  opened  their  fire  on 
the  head-moil  (hips,  which  was  not 
returned  by  us  till  we  approached 
him  nearer.  The  Royal  George 
bore  the  brunt  of  the  atftion,  and 
got  as  near  the  enemy  as  he  would 
permit  him ;  the  Ganges  and  Earl 
Camden  opened  their  fire  as  foon  as 
their  guns  could  have  efFeft  ;  but 
before  any  other  fhip  could  get 
into  adlion,  the  enemy  hauled  their 
wind,  and  flood  away  to  the  eafl- 
ward  under  all  the  fail  they  could 
fet.  At  two  P.  M.  I  made  the 
fignal  for  a  general  chafe,  and  we 
purified  them  till  four  P.  M.  when, 
fearing  a  longer  purfuit  would 
carry  us  too  far  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Straits,  and  confidering  the  irru 
menfe  property  at  flake,  I  made 
the  fignal  to  tack,  and  at  eight 
P.  M.  we  anchored  in  a  fituation  to 
proceed  for  the  entrance  of  the 
Straits  in  the  morning.  As  long 
as  we  could  diflinguifh  the  enemy, 
we  perceived  him  fleering  to  the 
eaftward  under  a  prefs  of  fail.  The 
Royal  George  had  one  man  killed, 
and  another  wounded,  many  fhot 
in  her  hull,  and  more  In  her  fails  ; 
but  few  fhot  touched  either  the 
Camden  pr  Ganges,  arid  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  feemed  to  be  ill  di- 


refted* 


*  Alfred,  Royal  Cecrgp,  Bombay  Caftle,  Hope, 
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rented,  his  (hot  either  falling  fhort, 
or  palling  over  us.  Captain  limins 
carried  the  Royal  George  into  ac¬ 
tion  in  themoft  gallant  manner.  In 
juft  ice  to  my  brother  commanders, 
I  muft  ftate,  that  every  (hip  was 
cleared  and  prepared  for  action  ; 
and,  as  I  had  communication  with 
almoft  all  of  them  during  the  two 
days  we  were  in  prefence  ot  the 
enemy,  I  found  them  unanimous  in 
the  determined  refolution  to  defend 
the  valuable  property  entrufted  to 
their  charge  to  the  laft  extremity, 
with  a  full  convi&ion  of  the  fuc- 
cefsful  event  of  their  exertions  ; 
and  this  fpirit  was  fully  feconded 
by  the  gallant  ardour  of  all  our 
officers  and  (hips’  companies.  From 
Malacca  I  difpatched  Lieutenant 
Fowler,  in  the  Ganges  brig,  to 
Pulo  Pinang,  with  a  packet  from 
the  feledl  committee  to  the  captain 
of  any  of  his  Majefty’s  (hips,  fo- 
liciting  their  convoy  to  this  very 
valuable  fleet.  On  arrival  at  Ma¬ 
lacca,  we  were  informed  that  the 
fquadron  we  had  engaged  was  that 
of  Admiral  Linois,  confifting  of 
the  Marengo,  of  84  guns,  the 
Belle  Poule  and  Semillante,  heavy 
frigates,  a  corvette  ot  28,  and 
the  Batavian  brig  William,  of  18 
guns. — The  28th  February,  in  the 
Streights  of  Malacca,  lat.  40  30' 
N.  we  fell  in  with  his  Majefty’s 
fliips  Albion  and  Sceptre.  I  was 
then  in  a  very  poor  ftate  of  health, 
and  Mr.  Lance  went  on  beard  the 
Albion,  and,  by  his  very  able  re- 
prefentation  to  Captain  Ferrier  of 
the  great  national  confequence  of 
the  hon.  company’s  fliips,  he  was 
induced  to  take  charge  of  the  fleet. 
On  the  3d  of  March  I  difpatched 
the  Ganges  brig  with  a  letter  to 
the  right  hon.  the  governor-gene¬ 
ra],  giving  an  account  of  our  ac¬ 


tion,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Hon¬ 
ourable  Court.  We  arrived  at  St. 
Helena  the  9th  of  June,  under  con¬ 
voy  of  his  Majefty’s  fliips  Albion 
and  Sceptre,  and  failed  the  1 8th, 
under  convoy  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
Plantagenet,  with  the  addition  of 
the  Carmarthen,  Captain  Dobree, 
and  five  whalers.  Accompanying 
this  I  fend  a  chart  of  the  entrance 
of  the  ftraits  of  Malacca,  with  the 
fituations  of  the  fleet  on  ,the  14th 
and  15th  February,  which  will,  I 
truft,  convey  a  more  diftindl  idea 
of  the  action  than  any  written 
defcription. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Nathaniel  Dance. 
Earl  Camden,  Aug.  6,  1804. 

Names  of  the  Whalers. — Wil¬ 
liam  Fenning,  Brook  Watfon, 
Thomas  or  Young  Tom,  Betfey, 
Eliza,  and  the  Black-houfe,  from 
the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  joined  us  at 
fea, 

London  Gazette,  Oct.  3. 

1 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hen. 
Lord  Keith ,  K.  B-y  At  imiral  of  the 
Blue ,  &c.,  to  W.  Mar) den,  Efq. 
dated  on  board  his  Majejlfs  Ship 
the  Monarch ,  eff  Boulogne,  the 
Infant. 

Sir, 

Their  Lordlhips  are  aware  that 
my  attention  has,  for  fome  time 
paft,  been  directed  to  the  object  of 
afeertaining  the  moil  effectual  mode 
for  annoyi  g  the  enemy’s  flotillas 
at  their  anchorages  in  front  of  their 
ports,  under  protection  of  their 
land  batteries.  Having,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  ill  inftant,  arrived 
at  this  anchorage,  and  finding  the 

weather 
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weather  promifing  to  befavourable, 
and  about  150  of  the  flotilla  on  the 
on tiide  of  the  pier,  I  refolved  to 
make  an  experiment,  on  a  limited 
feale,  of  the  means  of  attack  which 
had  been  provided.  The  final  ar¬ 
rangements  for  this  purpofe  were 
made  on  the  morning  of  yefterday. 
The  Officers  named  below  *  were 
put  in  charge  of  the  principal  vef- 
fels  which  at  this  time  were  to  be 
ufed.  The  armed  launches,  and 
other  boats  of  the  fquadron,  were 
appointed  to  accompany  and  protect 
them.  The  Caff  or,  Greyhound, 
and  fome  fmaller  vcffels,  were  di¬ 
rected  to  take  up  an  advanced  and 
convenient  anchorage  for  covering 
the  retreat,  giving  protedion  to 
men  who  might  be  wounded,  and 
boats  that  might  be  crippled,  and 
for  towing  off  the  boats  in  general, 
in  the  event  of  the  wind  frefhening 
and  blowing  upon  the  coaft. 

The  operation  commenced  at  a 
quarter  pad  nine  o’clock  laffc 
evening,  and  terminated  at  a  quar¬ 
ter  pa  ft  four  this  morning,  during 
which  time  feveral  veflels,  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  purpofe,  were  ex¬ 
ploded  amongft,  or  very  clofe  to, 
the  flotilla  ;  but  on  account  of  the 
very  great  diftance  at  which  they 
lay  from  each  other,  no  very  exten- 
five  injury  feems  to  have  been  fuf- 
tained,  although  it  is  evident  that 
there  has  been  very  confiderable 
confufion  among  them,  and  that 
two  of  the  brigs  and  feveral  of  the 


fmaller  veflels  appear  to  be  be  mif¬ 
fing  fince  yeflerday  at  the  clofe  of 
day.  I  have  great  fatisfaftion  in 
reporting,  that,  notwithftanding  a 
very  heavy  difcharge  of  fhells, 
(hot,  and  rnufketry,  was  kept  up  by 
the  enemy  throughout  the  night, 
no  cafualty  whatever,  on  our  part, 
has  been  fuftained.  The  enemy 
made  no  attempt  to  oppofe  their 
rowing-boats  to  ours.  Their 
Lordfhips  will  not  expect,  that,  at 
the  prefent  moment,  I  am  to  enter 
much  into  detail ;  but  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  ftate  to  them  my  con- 
vidion,  that,  in  the  event  of  any 
great  accumulation  of  the  enemy’s 
force  in  their  roadfteads,  an  ex¬ 
tend  ve  and  combined  operation  of  a 
fimilar  nature  will  hold  forth  a 
reafonable  profped  of  a  fuccefsful 
refult. 

The  condud  of  the  Officers  and 
men,  who  have  been  employed  on 
this  occafion,  defer ves  my  higheft 
commendation  :  I  cannot  more 
forcibly  imprefs  their  merits  upon 
their  Lordlhips'  attention,  than  by 
remarking,  that  the  ferviee  was 
undertaken,  not  only  in  the  face  of, 
but  immediately  under,  the  whole 
line  of  the  enemy’s  land  batteries, 
and  their  field  artillery  and  muf- 
ketry  upon  the  ccaft,  but  alfo  under 
that  of  upwards  of  150  armed  vef* 
fels,  ranged  round  the  inner  fide  of 
the  Bay  ;  and  that  the  Officers  and 
men  who  could  fo  deliberately  and 
refolutely  advance  into  the  midft 


*  Officers  in  charge  of  the  explosion  veflels  above  referred  to: — 

Captains— -Macleod,  of  the  Sulphur  5  Jackfon,  of  the  Autumn ;  Edwards,  of  the 
Fury  ;  Coiiard,  of  the  Railleur ;  Searle,  of  the  Helder  defence  fhip. 

Lieutenants — Stewart,  of  the  Monarch  ;  Lowry,  of  the  Leopard  ;  Payne  of  the  Im- 
Eiortalite  ;  Templer,  of  the  Sulphur. 

Midftiipman- — Mr.  Bartholomew,  of  the  Inflexible. 

Captains  Winthrop,  ol  the  Ardent,  and  Owen,  of  the  Immortalite,  moft  zealoully  and 
ufefully  fnperintended  the  operations  from  the  fouthward,  and  the  Hon.  Captain  Black¬ 
wood,  of  the  Luryalus,  from  the  northward.  Keith. 

of 
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©f  the  flotilla,  under  fuch  circum¬ 
stances,  mull  be  confldered  worthy 
of  being  entrufted  with  the  per¬ 
formance  of  any  fern  ice,  however 
difficult  or  dangerous  it  may  ap. 
pear  to  be,  and  confequently  to  be 
highly  defer  ving  of  their  Lordlhips* 
protection. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Keith, 

William  Marfdeny  EfqB 

London  Gazette,  Oct,  23. 

Admiral  Cornwallis,  in  a  letter 
to  W.  Marfden,  Efq.  dated  on 
board  the  Vide  de  Paris  in  Torbay, 
the  20th  inftant,  enclofes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  difpatch  from  Captain 
Moore,  relative  to  the  capture  of 
the  Spanilh  frigates 

Indefatigable  at  Seai  Oct,  6, 
1804, 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  I  have  executed  the  fer- 
vice  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
.charge  me  with.  On  the  morning 
of  the  29th  of  September,  the  In¬ 
defatigable  got  off  Cadiz  ;  on  the 
30th,  we  fell  in  with  the  Medufa; 
Captain  Gore  having  informed  me 
the  Amphion  was  in  the  S freights’ 
mouth,  and  that  the  Triumph  was 
off  Gibraltar,  and  that  Sir  R. 
Barlow  meant  to  go  into  Cadiz  for 
the  trade  there,  on  his  way  to 
England,  I  thought  lit  to  fend  the 
Medufa  to  apprile  Sir  R.  B,  of  the 
nature  of  my  order,  that  he  might 
then  judge  whether  or  not  he 
fhould  go  into  Cadiz  ;  and  I  di¬ 
rected  Captain  Gore  to  rejoin  me 
with  the  Amphion  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  off  Cape  St.  Mary.  On  the 
2d  inftant  I  was  joined  by  the 
Lively  •  and  on  the  3d,  by  the 


Medufa  and  Amphion  ;  the  latter 
having  communicated  what  I 
thought  necsffary  to  Sir  R.  B. 

Yefterdny  morning  Cape  St. 
Mary  bearing  N.  E.  nine  leagues, 
the  Medufa  made  he  iignal  for 
four  fail  W.bvS.  I  made  the  Iignal 
for  a  general  chafe.  At  eight  A. 
M,  difcovered  them  to  he  four  large 
Spanish  frigates,  which  formed  the 
line  of  battle  a -head  on  our  ap¬ 
proach,  and  continued  to  fleer  in 
for  Cadiz,  the  van  {hip  carrying  a 
broad  pendant,  and  "hefhipnext  to 
her  a  Rear-Admiral’s  flag  ;  Cap¬ 
tain  Gore  being  the  head  molt  (hip, 
placed  the  Medufa  on  the  weather- 
beam  of  the  Commodore  ;  the  In¬ 
defatigable  took  a  fimilar  pofition 
along-fide  of  the  Rear-Admiral ; 
the  Amphion  and  Lively  each 
taking  an  opponent  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  they  came  up;  after 
hailing  to  make  them  fhorten  fail, 
without  effeft,  1  fired  a  fhot  acrofs 
the  Rear-Admiral’s  fore  foot,  on 
which  he  ihortenedfail  ;  and  I  feut 
Lieutenant  Afcott,  of  the  Indefa¬ 
tigable,  to  inform  him  that  my 
orders  were  to  detain  his  fquadron  ; 
that  it  was  my  earndt  wifh  to  ex¬ 
ecute  them  without  bloodfned  ;  but 
that  his  determination  mull  be 
made  inftantly  :  after  waiting 
fome  time,  I  made  the  fignal  for  the 
boat,  and  fired  a  fhot  a-head  of  the 
Admiral.  As  foon  as  the  Officer 
returned  with  an  unfit  tisfudory  an- 
fwer,  I  fired  another  fhot  a-head  of 
the  Admiral,  and  bore  down  clofe 
on  his  weather-bow  ;  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  Admiral’s  fecond  a  ftern 
fired  into  the  Amphion  ;  the  Ad¬ 
miral  fired  into  the  Indefatigable, 
and  I  made  the  fignal  for  clofe  bat¬ 
tle,  which  was  inltdnrly  <.  ommenced 
with  all  the  alacrity  and  vigour  of 
Englifh  failors.  In  lefts  than  ten 

minutes. 
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minutes,  la  Mercedes,  the  Admi¬ 
ral’s  fecond  a-ftern,  blew  up  along¬ 
side  the  Amphion,  with  a  tremen¬ 
dous  explofion.  Captain  Sutton 
having,  with  great  judgment,  and 
much  to  my  fatisfaCfion,  placed 
himfelf  to  leeward  of  that  Chip,  the 
efcape  of  the  Spanifh  Admiral’s 
fnipwas  rendered  almoft  impoflible  ; 
in  lefs  than  an  half  hour  fhe  (truck, 
as  did  the  opponent  of  the  Lively. 
Perceiving  at  this  moment  the 
Spanifh.  Commodore  was  making 
off,  and  feeming  to  have  the  heels 
of  the  Medufa,  1  made  the  fignal 
for  the  Lively  to  join  the  chafe, 
having  before  noticed  the  fuperior 
failing  of  that  (hip.  Captain 
Hammond  did  not  lofe  an  infant ; 
and  we  had  the  fatisfaCfion,  long 
before  funfet,  to  fee  from  our  m aft- 
head  that  the  only  remaining  (hip 
had  fur-rendered  to  the  Medufa  and 
Lively. 

.As  foon  as  our  boats  had  taken 
poffeffion  of  the  Rear-Admiral,  we 
made  fail  for  the  floating  fragments 
of  the  unfortunate  Spanifh  frigate 
which  blew  up;  but,  except  forty 
taken  up  by  the  Amphion’s  boats, 
all  onboard  perifhed.  This  fqua- 
dron  was  commanded  by  Don  Jo- 
feph  Buftamente,  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  St.  James,  and  a  Rear- 
Admiral.  They  are  from  Monte 
Video,  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and,  from 
the  information  of  the  Captain  of 
the  flag-fhip,  contained  about,  four 
millions  of  dollars,  eight  hundred 
thoufand  of  which  were  on  board 
the  Mercedes  which  blew  up. 
Other  accounts  flate  the  quantity 
of  fpecie  to  be  much  greater,  pub¬ 
lic  and  private,  and  there  is  befldes 
mucfi  valuable  merchandize  on 
board  the  captured  (hips.  Our 
lofs  has  been  very  trifling.  I  have 
pot  yet  had  the  returns  from  the 


other  fhips,  but  the  indefatigable 
did  not  lofe  a  man.  The  Spaniards 
ftiffered  chiefly  in  their  rigging, 
which  was  our  objeCt.  The  Cap¬ 
tains  of  the  different  fhips  conduct¬ 
ed  themfelves  fo  ably,  that  no 
honour  could  accrue  to  me  but  the 
fortunate  accident  of  being  fenior 
officer.  The  zeal,  activity,  and 
fpirit  of  the  Officers,  feamen,  and 
marines  of  the  fquadron,  is  bed 
evinced  by  the  complete  manner  in 
which  they  performed  their  work. 
Lieutenants  Gore,  Parkei,  and 
Afc.ott,  of  the  Indefatigable,  and 
Lieutenants  Haviland  and  Hole,  of 
the  Marines,  gave  me  that  fupport 
which  their  uniform  good  conduct 
formerly  taught  me  to  rely  on. 
Mr.  Griffith’s,  (the  Mailer),  con- 
dud  has  my  perfeCl  approbation. 
I  prefume  to  recommend,  in  the 
ffrongeft  manner.  Lieutenant  I. 
Gore,  of  the  Indefatigable,  to 
your  favour  and  protection. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

Graham  Moore. 

Force  of  the  Spanifh  fquadron. — 
La  Medee,  (flag-fhip),  forty-two 
guns,  1 8  pounders  on  the  main-deck, 
and  300  men,  taken  ;  two  men 
killed,  and  ten  wounded.— La  Fa- 
m;i,  (Commodore’s  (hip,),  thirty- 
fix  guns,  1  2-pounders  on  the  main 
deck,  and  280  men,  taken  ;  no  re¬ 
turns. — La  Clara,  thirty-fix  guns, 
1 2  pounders  on  the  main-deck,  and 
300  men,  taken  ;  no  returns. - — La 
Mercedes,  thirty-fix  guns,  12 
pounders  on  the  main-deck,  and 
280  men,  blew  up  ;  fecond  Captain 
and  forty  men  faved. 

In  another  letter,  dated  from 
Ply  mouth  Sound,  OCl.  19,  Captain 
Moore  informs  the  Admiral  of  his 
arrival,  with  the  Indefatigable, 
Amphion  ;  and  two  of  the  Spamlh 

frigates 


*  125 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


frigates and  fubjoins  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  the  treafure  on  board 
the  Spanifh  fhips,  as  delivered  to 
him  by  the  major  of  the  fquadron : 

A  General  Statement  of  the  Tiff  efts 
brought  by  the  Frigates  of  this  Di- 
cvifoni  commanded  by  Don  jfofeph 
de  Bufiamente  y  Guerra ,  Chief  of 
the  Squadron  of  the  Royal  Davy. 

On  Account  of  the  King. — Medee, 
35  facks  of  Vienna  wool,  20  chefts 
and  facks  of  cafcarilla,  1627  bars 
of  tin,  203  pigs  of  copper,  and 
521,940  dollars  in  filver. — Fama, 
300  bars  of  tin,  28  planks  of  wood, 
and  330,000  dollars  in  lilver. — 
Mercedes,  20  facks  ofVienna  wool, 
20  chefts  and  facks  of  cafcarilla, 
5139  bars  9^1  pigs  coP- 

per,  and  221,000  dollars  in  filver. 
— Clara,  20  facks  ofVienna  wool, 
20  chefts  and  facks  of  cafcarilla, 
1666  bars  of  tin,  571  pigs  of  cop¬ 
per,  and  234,694  dollars  in  filver. 
— Total,  75  facks  of  Vienna  wool, 
60  chefts  and  facks  of  cafcarilla, 
4732  bars  of  tin,  1735  pigs  of 
copper,  28  planks  of  wood,  and 
3,307,634  dollars  in  filver. 

On  Account  of  the  Merchants . — 
Medee,  32  chefts  of  platina, 
952,619  dollars  in  filver,  279,502 
gold,  reduced  into  dollars,  and 
1  24,600  ingots  of  gold,  reduced 
into  dollars.— Fama,  316.597  dol¬ 
lars  in  fdver,  217,756  gold,  re¬ 
duced  into  dollars,  and  25,411  in- 
o-ots  of  sold,  reduced  into  dollars, 

iO  O  *  J 

Mercedes,  590,000  dollars  in  fil¬ 
ver. —  Clara,  622,400  gold,  re¬ 
duced  into  dollars.  —  Total,  32 
chefts  of  platina,  1,859,216  dol¬ 
lars  in  filver,  1, 1 19,653  gold,  re¬ 
duced  into  dollars,  and  150,011 
ingots  of  gold,  reduced  into  dol¬ 
lars. 


On  Account  of  the  Marine  Com - 
pany. — Medee,  8905  feal  (kins. — 
Fama,  14,930  feal  fkins. — Clara, 
10  pipes  of  feal  oil. — Total,  26,925 
feal  fkins,  and  10  pipes  of  feal  oil. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded » 

. — Indefatigable,  none.  —  Medufa, 
her  return  not  received,  —  Am- 
phion,  Lieut.  W.  Bennett  wounded, 
three  feamen  and  one  marine  wound¬ 
ed,  badly. — Lively,  two  killed; 
four  wounded.- — La  Medee,  (the 
Spanifh  Admiral,)  two  killed;  ten 
wounded. — La  Clara,  feven  killed  ; 
twenty  wounded.— -La  Fama,  eleven 
killed;  fifty  wounded. — La  Mer¬ 
cedes,  blown  up,  the  fecond  captain 
and  forty-five  men  faved  by  the 
Am  phion,  all  the  reft  perifhed. 

(Signed)  G,  Moore. 

London  Gazette,  Oct.  27. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon „ 
Lord  Keith y  K.B.  Admiral  of  the 
Blue ,  &  c.  to  W.  Mar /defy  E/f 
dated  off  Ram] gate ,  the  2JUb  in¬ 
fant. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  tranfmit,  for  their 
lordfhips’  information,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  Owen,  of  his 
Majefty’s  fhip  the  Immortalite,  to 
Rear-Admiral  Louis,  detailing  the 
particulars  of  an  adion  between 
that  fhip,  the  Oreftes  Hoop,  and 
Bafilifk  gun-brig,  and  adivifionof 
the  enemy’s  flotilla,  pafting,  yefter- 
day,  from  the  eaftward  towards 
Boulogne.  It  will  no  doubt  afford 
their  lordfhips  much  fatisfadion  to 
obferve  the  very  favourable  report 
which  Captain  Owen  makes  on  the 
conduct  of  his  Majefty’s  officers 
and  men ;  and  equal  regret  to  re¬ 
mark. 
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mark  the  extent  of  the  lofs  that  has 
been  fuftained,  and  that  the  fhallow- 
nefs  of  the  water  alone  prevented 
that  a&ive  and  enterprifing  officer 
from  cutting  any  part  of  this  di- 
vifion  off  from  the  fhore4  I  en- 
clofe  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  on  board  the  Immortalite ;  and 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Keith. 

II,  M.  S*  Immortalite ,  off 
Boulogne  y  Oli.  23,  1 804. 

Sir, 

Being  off  Cape  Grifnez,  and 
proceeding  to  my  ftation  before 
Boulogne,  I  this  afternoon,  about 
half  paft  three,  difcovered  a  di- 
vifion  of  the  enemy’s  veff'els,  con- 
lifting  of  three  praam  fhips,  feven 
brigs,  and  fifteen  luggers,  which 
loon  after  bore  up  to  the  wcftward, 
keeping  clofe  to  the  beach,  under 
cover  of  their  batteries,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  horfe  artillery,  making 
the  belt  of  their  way  to  fhelter 
themfelves  within  the  Banc  de 
Laine.  By  making  all'  fail  to 
windward,  I  was  enabled  to  clofe 
the  praams  (which  kept  together) 
about  a  quarter  before  five,  and  to 
open  my  fire  upon  them  within  the 
diftance  of  grape  (hot,  under  the 
high  land  of  Cape  Blanc  Nez,  the 
enemy  ftill  pufhing  to  the  weft, 
ward,  and  returning  at  firft  a  brifk 
fire,  but  it  latterly  flackened  much. 
This  running  fight  continued  till 
near  fix,  when,  having  been  thrice 
obliged  to  fheer  out  into  deeper 
water,  we  found  ourfehes  ftill 
within  the  end  of  the  Banc  de 
Laine,  where  the  falling  tide  pre¬ 
vented  us  from  following  them,  and 
obliged  us  to  haul  off.  "  Our  Hr  tie. 
Calais  fquadron  was  to  windward 
following  the  enemy,  of  which  the 


Creftes  and  Bafilifk  joined  me  In 
the  firft  of  the  attack,  giving  me 
every  fupport  and  affiftance  during 
the  whole  of  the  aCtion  ;  their  com¬ 
manders  gave  me  much  fat isfaft ion 
in  conducing  them.  The  other 
veffels  of  that  fquadron  did  not  get 
within  gun  fhot  ;  Captain  Brown 
will,  of  courfe,  make  his  report  to 
Vice  Admiral  Holloway ;  but  I 
fpoke  him  in  palling,  and  was 
pleafed  to  learn  he  had  fuftained  no 
damage.  I  endeavoured  to  clofe 
the  enemy  again  as  they  palled 
from  behind  the  Banc  to  round 
Cape  Grifnez,  and  did  get  fight  of 
a  few  of  the  veffels;  but  though  we 
palled  within  half  gun-fhot  of  the 
cape,  the  enemy  were  fo  effedually 
fereened  from  our  fight  by  the  dark 
(hade  ol  the  land,  that  I  could  do 
nothing,  and  am  unable  to  fay  whe¬ 
ther  the  whole  number  got  down  to 
Boulogne,  or  whether  (as  I  fufped} 
a  part  of  them  anchored  in  Whit- 
fa  nd  Bay.  ( 

Lieutenant  Payne,  though  ill, 

was  upon  deck,  and  afforded  me,  as 

he  has  done  in  every  inftance,  the 

✓  ■* 

greateft  aid  ;  and  it  is  not  poffible 
for  me  to  fpeak  too  highly  of  the 
condikft  of  every  officer  and  man; 
each,  in  his  ftation,  gave  me  the 
fuileft  fatisfaftion  ;  but  it  gives  me 
ft  ions  pain  to  add,  that,  of  rhefe 
brave  fellows,  one  was  killed  and 
ten  wounded,  (three  mortally,)  be- 
fi  es  the  third  lieutenant,  Charles 
Burrough  Strong,  of  whofe  aft  ft- 
ance  I  was  deprived  before  a  fhot 
was  fired  by  us,  and  whofe  lofs  I 
feel  the  more,  as  two  years’  fervice 
with  me  in  this  fh ip  has  fully 
proved  to  me  his  worth  ;  his 
wounds  however,  ate  not  dan¬ 
gerous.  My  thanks  aie  due  to 
Mr.  Plenry  Thornton,  out  pilot, 
for  his  Heady,  attentive  geod  con- 

dua 
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du£t  and  alacrity,  and  regretting; 
that  the  nature  of  the  coaft  in  that 
part  where  we  clofed  the  enemy 
enabled  them  to  fkulk  from  our  fur¬ 
ther  purfuit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  W.  C.  R.  Owen. 

P.  S.  From  the  manner  in  which 
our  grape-fhot  covered  the  enemy's 
veffels,  their  lofs  in  men  muff:  have 
been  very  great.  I  never  faw  guns 
pointed  better,  or  fo  cooiljr. 

Lijf  of  the  killed  and  wounded  men  on 
hoard  his  Majejly* s Jhip  the  Immor - 
tali ie ,  in  an  a  ft  urn  with  a  drvifion 
of  the  enemy's  ajeJJels  off  Cape  Blanc 
Nez,  Od .  23,  1804. 

Killed. — -J.  Wilfon,  Teaman. 
Wounded .■ — S.  B.  Strong,  third 
lieutenant ;  G.  Barker  (fince  dead) ; 
J.  Devval  (fince  dead);  W.  Ter- 
rent  (fince  dead) ;  J.  Brown,  W. 
Hamilton,  P.  Humes,  j.  Vvatfon, 
and  W.  Robinfon,  Teamen;  j.  Allen 
and  W.  Gubbett,  privates  of  ma¬ 
rines. 

( Signed )  E .  W.  C.  R .  O w  s  n. 

Copy  of  another  Letter  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Keith ,  K.  B.  Admiral 
of  the  Blue ,  &  c.  to  W.  Mar] deny 
Efq.  dated  off  Ramf gate 3  the  2  ph 
infant . 

Sir, 

I  am  forry  to  acquaint  their 
lordfhips,  that  his  Majefty’s  gun- 
brig  the  Conflict  has  been  run  on 

fhore  on  the  enemy's  coaft,  and  I 

■  / 

fear  has  fallen  into  their  poffeffion, 
while  endeavouring,  under  the  or¬ 
ders  of  Captain  Hancock,  of  the 
Cruiser,  to  obftrud  the  paffage  of 


a  divihon  of  the  enemy’s  flotillas 
proceeding  from  Offend  to  the 
weftward  on  the  night  of  the  23d. 
I  herewith  tranfrait  the  particulars 
of  that  unfortunate  event,  detailed 
in  Capt.  Hancock’s  letter  to  me, 
and  Lieutenant  Ormfhy’s  letter  to 
him,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
Captain  Hancock,  and  Lieutenants 
Ormfby  and  Forbes,  as  well  as  the 
other  officers  and  men  employed  on 
this  occafion,  have  manifefted  great 
gallantry  and  perfeverance,  and  that 
their  failure  has  only  been  occafion- 
ed  by  the  confirmation  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  veffels  admitting  of  their 
palling  clofer  to  the  lhore  than  ours. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  cafe  of 
Acting  Lieutenant  Garland  will 
intereit  their  lordfhips  much. 

I  am,  &c. 

Ke  ith. 

Cruize r ,  off  Nieuport,  at  Anchor 3 
Six  A.  M,  Od.  24. 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip, 
that  part  of  the  enemy’s  flotilla, 
confining  of  two  praam  {hips,  one 
bearing  the  flag  of  Chief  of  Dt- 
vifion,  and  both  under  French  co¬ 
lours,  with  eighteen  fchuyts,  put  to 
fea  yefterday  afternoon  from  Of- 
tend,  at  four  P.  FL  to  run  to  the 
weftward,  juft  at  the  moment  his 
Majefty’s  (loop  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  with  the  gun-brigs  and  cut¬ 
ters  named  in  the  margin*,  were 
Handing  in  to  reconnoitre  that  port. 
As  foon  as  I  could  give  the  necef- 
fary  directions  to  the  gun-brigs  to 
put  themfelves  under  my  orders, 
St c.  I  made  fail  in  purfuit  of  the 
head  m oft  praam  fin  ip,  which  I 
brought  to  clofe  aCtion  at  fifteen 


% 

*  Blazer,  Conflict,  Tigrcfs,  Admiral  Mitchell,  Griffin,  and  Efcort. 

minutes 
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minutes  paft  five,  in  which  I  was 
very  ably  fupported  by  the  gun- 
brigs  and  cutters,  and  continued  it 
with  great  apparent  effect,  till 
thirty-five  minutes  paft  fix,  the 
enemy’s  fire  being  entirely  filenced, 
and  for  the  laft  half  hour  only 
keeping  up  a  faint  fire  of  mulketry. 
The  tide  was,  however,  falling  fo 
rapidly,  and  the  enemy  kept  in 
fuch  fhoal  water,  that  it  was  not 
poffible  to  clofe  with  him,  to  take 
that  advantage  which  by  our  fire 
we  had  fo  manifeftly  over  him.  It 
falling  alfo  dark,  and  being  in  lefs 
than  three  fathoms  water,  I  con¬ 
ceived  it  proper  to  haul  off  and  an¬ 
chor,  having  no  perfon  on  board 
acquainted  with  the  flioals  to  the 
weft  ward  of  Oftend.  It  is  with 
extreme  concern  I  acquaint  your 
lordlhip,  that  in  Lieutenant  Ormf- 
by’s  gallant  zeal  to  clofe  with  the 
enemy,  agreeably  to  my  orders, 
the  Conflict  took  the  ground,  and 
the  tide  left  her  fo  rapidly,  that 
every  endeavour  he  ufed  to  get  her 
ailoat  was  unfitccefsful,  and  he  was 
under  the  neceifity  of  quitting  her 
'with  his  people.  The  darknefs 
that  came  on  before  the  clofe  of  the 
action,  prevented  me  from  being 
aware  of  this  unfortunate  accident, 
till  Lieutenant  Ormfby  came  on 
board  the  Cruizer  with  his  people, 
after  we  had  anchored.  I  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  him  with  his  peo¬ 
ple  back  to  the  Conflict,  to  ufe 
every  exertion  to  get  her  afloat 
when  the  tide  made,  or,  in  the 
event  of  his  not  being  able  to  fuc- 
ceed,  to  deftroy  her,  being  then  in 
hopes  that  the  enemy  were  not 
aware  of  her  fituation. 

I  fent  the  Admiral  Mitchell  cut¬ 
ter  to  protect  and  aflift  him;  and 
the  Cruizer’s  boats  were  alfo  fent 
«snder  Mr.  Fothergill,  mailer  of 


the  Cruizer,  who  very  commend- 
ably  volunteered  his  fervices.  The 
ebb  tide  prevented  the  boats  get¬ 
ting  in  for  a  confiderable  time ; 
when  they  got  near,  they  had  the 
mortification  to  find  the  Conflict 
high  and  dry  on  the  beach,  and  in 
complete  poffeffion  of  the  enemy. 
His  boats  accordingly  returned  to 
the  Cruizer  at  two  A.  M.  making 
their  report  of  the  ftate  of  the  Con¬ 
flict.  As  I  eonfidefed  it  my  duty 
to  make  every  attempt  to  fave  the 
king’s  lhip,  or  at  leaft  prevent  her 
from  falling-  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  I  determined  to  attack  her 
with  the  two  cutters,  by  laying 
her  on  board  at  high  water,  when 
I  knew  the  cutters  could  o-et  clofe 

O 

alongfide  of  her.  They  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  fent,  having,  in  addition 
to  their  own  crews,  Lieutenant 
Ormfby  and  the  whole  of  the  Con¬ 
flicts  fhip’s  company,  to  which  I 
added  ten  picked  men  and  half  the 
marines  from  the  Cruizer,  under 
the  orders  of  Lieutenant  A.  Gar¬ 
land,  adling  lieutenant  of  the  Crui¬ 
zer,  the  whole  being  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Forbes,  of 
the  Griffin  cutter.  Lieut.  Forbes 
proceeded,  with  great  gallantry 
and  fpirit,  to  put  his  orders  in  exe¬ 
cution,  but  found,  on  arriving  clofe 
to  her,  the  enemy  had  winded  the 
head  of  the  Conflict  in  fhore,  with 
her  head  fails  full  to  forge  her  on 
the  beach,  and  had  befides  hove  her 
clofe  upon  the  fand,  as  the  fide 
rofe  ;  it  not  being  therefore  poffible 
to  carry  her  in  this  fituation,  he 
returned  to  the  Cruizer.  It  is 
with  great  pain  I  have  to  relate  to 
your  lordfhip,  the  cutter  received 
very  confiderable  damage  in  hand¬ 
ing  in,  from  the  howitzers  and  field 
artillery  which  the  enemy  had  col¬ 
lected  on  the  beach  during  the 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  *  iggf 


night,  by  which  one  man  was  killed 
and.  feVen  wounded ;  amongft  the 
latter,  much  have  I  to  regret  that 
Lieut.  A.  Garland,  acting  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  Cruizer,  has  loft  his 
right  leg  very  high  up,  who  was 
with  admirable  gallantry,  with  his 
party,  getting  kito  the  boats  to 
board  the  enemy,  even  under  the 
difcouraging  circumftances  of  her 
being  ft  ill  aground  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  wound.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  intrufive,  although 
it  has  not  been  my  fortune  to  meet 
with  that  fuccefs  which  the  gallant 
exertions  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command  entitled  them 
to,  but  only  to  relate  misfortunes, 
if,  in  juftice  to  their  merits*  1  beg 
to  convey  to  your  lofdlhip  the 
ftrongeft  teftimony  of  the  zeal  and 
gallantry  with  which  they  clofed 
with  the  enemy. 

I  muft  alfo  intrude  ori  your  lord- 
fhip  to  recommend  to  your  protec¬ 
tion  (if  he  furvive  his  wound)  Lieu¬ 
tenant  A.  Garland,  acting  lieutenant 
of  the  Cruizer,  who  has  ferved  his 
time  and  pafted,  and  whofe  general 
good  condud  as  an  officer,  fince  he 
has  been  with  me,  entitles  him  to 
my  warmeft  approbation,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  his  late  misfortune, 
which,  I  tfuft,  will  plead  my  eX- 
cufe  for  thus  trefpaffing  on  your 
lordfhip,  I  enclofe  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant  Ormfby  to 
me,  giving  the  particulars  of  the 
unfortunate  lofs  of  the  Gonflid, 
which  leaves  me  nothing  to  add. 

.  ^  ^  O  * 

but  to  repeat  my  admiration  of  his 
conduct  whilft  engaged  with  the 
praam,  and  to  regret  the  fad  acci¬ 
dent  by  which  that  veflel  is  got 
into  the  polfeffion  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  direded  Lieut.  Hinton, 
with  the  gun  brigs,  to  watch  the 
Confiid  ;  and,  fhould  they  fuc- 
Vcl,  XLVL  or  Vos..  IV.  New 


ceed  in  gettingher  afloat;  to  attack 
her ;  but;  from  the  appearance  of 
the  weather,  and  the  wind  being 
to  the  northward,  1  am  of  opinion 
fhe  will  go  to  pieces  on  the  beach. 

I  herewith  enclofe  a  lift  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  None  of  the 
gun-brigs  have  fuffered  in  their 
mafts,  8cc:  nor  has  the  Cruizer  re¬ 
ceived  any  material  injury,  except 
her  fails,  {landing  and  running  rig¬ 
ging,  which  are  much  cut.  One 
ol  the  praams  was  obferved  by  the 
boats  to  be  high  and  dry  on  the 
beach  at  ten  o’clock  this  morning,- 
about  three  miles  to  the  weftwarct 
of  the  Conflid,  but  fhe  got  off,  I 
apprehend,  at  high  water,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  wcftward.- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c . 

John  Hancock* 

Lift  of  Kilted  and  Wounded . 

Cruizer,  one  lieutenant,  two  fea- 
men,  and  one  marine  (badlv), 
wounded. — Blazer,  none  killed  or 
wounded.  • — Couflid,  one  feaman 

killed  i  five  feamen  wounded ; 

Griffin,  two  feamen  wounded r 

Tigrefs,  no  report. —Admiral  Mit¬ 
chell,  none  killed  or  wounded. — - 
Efcort,  none  killed  or  wounded. — 
Total,  one  feaman  killed;  one  lieu¬ 
tenant,  nine  feamen,  and  one  ma¬ 
rine,  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Abraham  Garland,  of 
the  Cruizer,  wounded. 

Cruizer,  off  Nieuport,  Od.  24., 

1804,  dl.  M, 

Sir, 

It  is  with  extreme  mortificatiort 
that  I  have  to  acquaint  you  with 
the  lofs  of  his  Majefty’s  gun-brig 
Conflid  ;■  for  in  a  few  minutes  after 
you  hailed  me,  defiring  me  to  keep 
as  clofe  as  poffibie  to  the  praam, 
Skriesv  *  K  fhe 
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Hie  grounded  :  the  man  in  the 
ftai*board  chains  having  two  fa¬ 
thoms,  but  having  th  three  fore- 
moft  breechings  at  that  time  car¬ 
ried  away,  I  had  Hepped  forward 
to  hurry  them  in  fitting  others, 
when  the  pilot  quitted  his  pdf  at 
the  helm,  and  went  below  ;  my 
firft  care  was  engaging  the  praam, 
which  was  palling  infide  of  us,  and 
as  foon  as  (lie  palled  I  flarted  all  the 
Water,  and  threw  every  thing  over¬ 
board  that  was  practicable,  to 
lighten  her,  but  finding  {he  funk 
very  fail,  having  only  four  feet 
alongfide,  and  another  praam  com¬ 
ing  up  faff  on  the  outer  fide  of  us,  I 
judged  it  moil  advifable  to  hoi  ft 
the  boats  out  and  fave  the  people, 
as  juft  at  that  time  feeingthe  Crui¬ 
ser's  lights,  and  thinking  that  if  I 
did  not  catch  her  immediately,  the 
whole  of  the  people  would  be  lacri- 
ficed,  as  the  boats  would  be  too 
crowded  to  get  any  d: fiance,  and 
I  had  hopes  that  when  the  Hood 
made,  I  might,  with  the  affiftanee 
I  might  get  from  the  fqu  ad  r  on, 
be  enabled  to  get  her  off ;  I  am 
lorry  the  refult  has  been  fo  very 
contrary  to  my  hones  and 
wifhes.  Lieutenant  Forbes,  I 
prefume,  has  acquainted  you  with 
the  particulars.  Our  lofs  in  the 
evening  was  one  man  badly  wound¬ 
ed,  and  one  ilightly  ;  in  the  night, 
one  killed  and  three  wounded. 
The  officers  and  crew  in  general  be¬ 
haved  as  brave  men. 

1  have  the  honour,  See* 

C.  C.  Ormsey. 

London  Gazette,  Nov.  20. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Ceipt,  Hancock , 
of  his  Maje/h’s  Sloop  the  Crtiizcr, 
to  Admiral  Lord  Keith }  dated 
5 


Cruisur,  at  Sea ,  off  Yarmouth  } 

Ten  A.  M.  Oft.  l"j,  1804. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip,  tha  t  being  la  ft  night, 
at  nine  P,  M.  with  his  Majefty's 
floop  under  mv  command,  and  the 
gun  brigs  Bold  and  Ann,  and  Flo¬ 
rence  cutter,  clofe  in  with  Oftend, 
in  live  fathoms  water,  which  ftation 
I  had  taken  from  the  moment  the 
wind  came  to  the  eafl ward,  to  fol¬ 
low  with  every  poffible.' efficacy  and 
energy  four  Lordfhip’s  inlf  ru&ions 
in  the  important  duty  entrufied  to 
me,  of  watching  the  enemy’s  move¬ 
ments  at  that  port  and  Flufhing, 
we  obferved  a  ftrange  fail  Handing 
in  fhore,  which,  on  difeovering  us, 
wore  and  made  all  fail,  fleering  at 
firfl  with  the  wind  abaft  the  beam  \ 
we  immediately  made  all  fail  in 
chafe,  which  continued  the  whole 
night,  in  which  the  fi ranger  dif- 
played  much  fkill  and  ability  in  all 
his  manoeuvres,  and  tried  us  on 
every  point  of  failing,  with  va¬ 
rious  fuceefs  ;  he  fome  times  gaining 
on  us,  and  we  in  our  turn  nearing 
him,  till  five  A.  M.  iu  which 
time  (eight  hours)  we  had  run 
ninety. feven  miles,  by  the  log  : 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  chafe, 
the  wind  frclhened  confiderably ; 
but  this  gave  us  not  the  advantage 
I  expefled,  as  he  preferved  his  dif- 
tanee  till  a  quarter  before  five, 
A.  M.,  when  both  his  top. mails 
went  away  ;  he  then  attempted  a 
mafierly  manoeuvre  toefeape,  which 
the  haze,  the  darkwefs  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  lee  tide,  gave  him  a 
fair  profpeft  of  fucceedmg  in,  by 
clearing  up  his  remaining  finis,  and 
coming  inftantly  to  an  anchor,  al¬ 
though  in  twenty-five  fathoms  wa- 
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ter,  in  hopes  we  Ihould  either  pafs 
him  unperceived,  or  get  to  leeward. 
Although  I  was  not  aware,  to  the 
full  extent,  of  this  accident  and  ma¬ 
noeuvre,  I  never  loft  fight  of  him  ; 
and,  at  the  time  it  happened,  I  ob- 
ferved  we  were  nearing  him  fo  very 
faft,  that  I  had  begun  to  reduce  the 
fail  ;  but,  as  we  were  going  then 
more  than  eleven  knots,  I  had  but 
a  few  minutes  time  before  I  was 
up  with  him,  and  the  wind  blow¬ 
ing  fo  frefh  as  to  rilk  the  lofs  of 
all  our  mails  if  I  attempted  to  haul 
to  wind  with  the  fail  I  had  then 
fet,  I  was  under  the  neceffi  ty  of 
palling  him,  which  I  did,  however, 
within  hail,  and  to  windward,  and 
not  receiving  any  anfwer,  except 
that  he  was  from  Philadelphia,  in 
bad  Englifh,  I  ordered  three  guns 
to  be  fired  into  him.  I  then  plainly 
difcovered  him  to  be  a  large  armed 
brig,  with  nine  ports  on  a  fide. 
Having  in  a  few  minutes  taken  two 
reefs  in  the  topfails,  and  cleared 
the  decks  of  wrecked  {pars  and  fplit 
fails,  we  tacked,  and  ranged  up 
within  ten  yards  of  his  lee- quarter, 
he  having  cut  his  cable,  and  again 
attempted  to  make  fail,  when,  juft 
as  I  was  on  the  point  of  hailing 
him,  preparatory  to  giving  him  our 
broadfide,  he  called  out,  and  begged 
us  not  to  fire,  as  he  had  ft  ruck. 

On  boarding  him,  I  was  pleafed 
to  find  my  opinion  confirmed,  that 
I  had  captured  Captain  Blackeman, 
fo  well  known  during  the  late  and 
prefent  wars,  in  thefe  feas,  having 
received  information  he  was  at  fea 
in  a  brig.  The  vefifel  he  com¬ 
manded  proved  to  be  le  Contre- 
Amiral  Magon,  French  privateer 
brig,  quite  new,  this  being  her  firft 
cruife,  pierced  for  eighteen,  and 
mounting  feventeen  guns,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  calibres  ;  yizP  fourteen  long 


fix-pounders,  two  eighteen-pound' 
carronades,  and  one  long  nine- 
pounder,  and  manned  with  eighty- 
four  men,  French,  Danes/  Swedes/ 
and  Americans  ;  had  been  out  from 
Dunkirk  eighteen  days,  and  had 
captured,  during  his  cruife/  the  Ihip 
Belifarias,  of  Newcaftie,  Matthew 
Hunter,  on  the  3d  inftant,  offTyne- 
mouth ;  the  brig  Scipio,  Bichard 
Robertfon,  Mafter,  and  the  Con¬ 
tent’s  Increafe,  George  Bell,  Maf¬ 
ter,  both  laden  with  coals,  off  Foley 
Bridge,  on  the  10th  inftant :  the 
two  former  were  immediately  dif- 

J 

patched  for  Dunkirk,  but  the  latter 
was  recaptured,  about  two  hours 
after,  by  an  Englilh  man-of-war 
brig  ;  fhe  was  proceeding  for  Dun¬ 
kirk  or  Oftend,  and  had  been  lay¬ 
ing  to  for  fome  hours  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  waiting  for  water  to  crofs  the 
Bank,  and,  I  apprehend,  little  ex¬ 
pected  to  find  Englilh  Cruifers  with*? 
in  the  Stroom  Sand.  The  bries 
and  cutters  in  company,  who  have 
bore  up  with  the  Cruizer  in  chafe, 
were  run  out  of  fight  by  twelve 
A.M. 

I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  lord- 
fhip’s  notice  Lieutenant  J.  Pearfe, 
fenior  lieutenant ;  Lieutenant  Lulk, 
fecond ;  and  Mr.  Lafh,  mafter; 
with  the  whole  of  the  warrant  and 
petty  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines,  through  whofe  united  exer-v 
tions  this  active  and  enterprifing 
enemy  has  been  prevented  making 
further  depredations,  which,  from 
his  local  knowledge  of  our  coafts, 
added  to  the  ample  means  he'  pof- 
fefted  in  this  brig,  from  her  fu- 
perior  failing  and  force,  muft  have 
been  highly  detrimental  to  the 
trade  ol  this  country  ;  nor  can  f, 
in  juftice,  omit  availing  myfelf  of 
this  opportunity  to  exprefs  to  your 
lordthip  my  thanks  to  Johannes 

*  K  2  Whyromer, 
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Whymmer,  pilot  of  the  Cruizer,  • 
who,  on  this  and  all  former  occa-  ‘ 
lions,  by  his  correct  knowledge  of 
the  coad  and  flioals,  and  zeal  for 
his  Majefty’s  fervice,  has  afforded 
me  the  more  effential  confidence 
and  affi fiance. 

I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the 
makers  of  the  captured  velfels,  as 
alfo  their  crews,  amounting  to 
twenty  Knglifh  feamen,  were  on 
board  the  Contre- Amiral  Magon 
at  the  time  of  capture,  and  are  now 
on  board  the  Cruizer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 
(Signed)  John  Hancock. 
Admiral  Lord  Keith,  K.  B, 

&c.  &e.  (Ac. 

London  Gazette,  Dec.  15. 

N  ^ 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Ho- 
r  our  a  hie  Lord  Keith ,  Admiral  of 
the  Blue ,  Iff c.  &c.  to  JV.  Marf- 
den,  E fq.  dated  on  hoard  the  Ado. 
march,  of'  Ram  [gate,  nth  De¬ 
cember,  1804. 

Sir, 

Divifionsof  the  enemy’s  flotilla, 
p rifling  from  the  eadward  towards 
Boulogne,  having  frequently,  when 
purfued  by  his  Majefty’s  ships  and 
velfels,  taken  (belter  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Calais,  their  entry  into 
which  has  been  particularly  co¬ 
vered  and  prote&ed  bv  the  ad¬ 
vanced  pile  battery  of  Fort  Rouge, 
I  confidered  it  an  objeft  of  fome 
importance  to  effedi  the  deftruHion 
of  that  work,  and  lately  directed 
Capt.  Sir  Home  Popham,  of  the 
Antelope,  amongd  other  objetts, 
to  hold  in  view  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  lor  making  this  attempt. 

I  now  tranfmit,  for  their  lord- 
fhips’  information,  a  letter,  and  the 
enclofures  to  which  it  refers,  which 


I  have  received  from  that  office'?,, 
reporting  the  refuit  of  an  affault 
which  he  directed  to  be  made  upon 
it  early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
inftant,  and  from  which  there  is 
reafon  to  conclude  that  the  Fort 
has  fuftained  material  damage  ;  but 
that  from  the  unfortunate  circum- 
ftance  of  its  not  having  been  pof- 
fible,  under  the  exifting  date  of 
the  weather  and  tide,  to  carry  up 
two  of  the  exploflon  velfels  to  the 
point  of  attack,  the  injury  has  been 
far  lefs  extenflve  than  might  have 
been  otherwife  expended.  — **  The 
condud  of  Lieut.  Hew  Stewart  of 
the  Monarch,  on  this  recent  oc- 
caflon,  will  not  fail,  I  am  fure,  to 
excite  their  lordfhips’  admiration 
and  praife.  I  have  great  pleafure 
in  conveying  to  their  lordfhips 
Captain  Sir  Home  Popham’s  tedi- 
mony  to  his  didinguifhed  merit, 
and  to  the  zealous  and  active  af¬ 
fi  dance  which  he  received  from 
Capt.  Brownrigg,  Lieut  Lake,  and. 
Mr.  Bartholomew. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

KE  lt&n 

Antelope ,  Doavuf,  Dec.  10* 
My  Lord, 

I  avail  myfelf  of  the  firft  mo¬ 
ment  of  my  return  to  the  Downs 
to  acquaint  you,  that  towards  noon 
on  Saturday  the  8th,  the  wind  pro- 
mifed  to  come  to  the  S.  E,  ;  and 
knowing  it  to  be  your  lordlhip’s 
intention  to  attack  the  enemy  at 
every  available  point,  1  fent  the 
Dart,  on  the  clofe  of  the  evening, 
to  an  affigned  dation  between  Sen- 
gate  and  Fort  Lapin,  accompanied 
by  the  Sufannah  explodon  velfel, 
and  two  carcaffes,  with  a  view  of 
making  an  aflfault  againft  fort 
Rouge.  Lieut.  Stewart,  of  the 
Monarch,  commanded  the  explo- 
,  fioa 
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fipn  veil'd  ;  Mr.  Bartholomew, 
a&ing  lieutenant  of  the  Antelope, 
had  the  charge  of  the  fir  ft  carcafs 
intended  to  be  applied,  and  Capt. 
Brownrigg  requelled  to  take  the 
other.  Your  lordlhip  is  aware  how 
difficult  it  is  to  afcerrain  the  pre- 
cife  injury  done  to  the  enemy  in  an 
enterprife  of  this  nature,  which,  in 
molt  cafes,  rnuft  be  undertaken  in 
the  night :  but  that  you  may  be 
poifeffed  of  the  beft  information  in 
that  refpeel,  1  fent  the  Fox  cutter, 
whofe  mailer  is  an  acKve,  intel¬ 
ligent  man,  and  well  acquainted 
with  Fort  Rouge,  to  reconnoitre  the 
place  as  ciofe  as  poftible  wit hout  rifk, 
and  I.  annex  his  report  to  Lt.  Stew¬ 
art’s,  as  the  cleared:  account  that 
can  be  given  of  the  able  and  officer¬ 
like  manner  in  which  the  Sufannah 
was  placed,  and  the  evident  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  an  application,  even 
under  circumftances  of  considerable 
difadvantage.  I  very  much  regret 
that  Mr.  Bartholomew  could  not 
fetch  the  port;  for  I  am  pofitive 
he  would  have  ladled  the  carcafs 
to  the  piles  :  he  however  very  pru¬ 
dently  returned  with  it  to  the  Dart: 
and  although  fome thing  prevented 
the  feeond  carcafs  from  going  off, 
which  evidently  had  been  fhijdng 
againft  the  piles,  from  the  indention 
at  one  end,  yet  he  recovered  and 
brought  it  alfo  on  board.  I  an) 
molt  perfectly  finished  with  the 
zeal  and  activity  which  Captain 
Brownrigg  manifeftcd  on  this  ocr 
cafion ;  the  Dart  was  admirably 
placed,  and  every  affiftanee  afforded 
from  her  that  ccqtld  infure  the  fucr 
cefs  of  this  fervicp,  which  mull  now 
be  confidered  as  confined  to  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Sufannah  ;  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  moll  particu¬ 
larly  recommending'  Lieut.  Stewart 
to  your  lordfhip’s  notice;  which, 


I  hope,  will  alfo  be  extended  to 
Mr.  Bartholomew,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  could  not  fetch  the  battery  : 
and  your  lordfhip  mult  be  alive  to 
the  eftterprifing  conduct  of  thefe 
two  officers  on  a  former  occafion. 
I  cannot  conclude  my  report  with¬ 
out  alluring  your  lordfhip,  that 
Lieutenant  Lake  of  the  Loculi  gun- 
brig,  who  was  appointed  to  cover 
tiie  boats,  behaved  in  a  moil  ex¬ 
emplary  manner,  by  keeping  fo 
ciofe  in  as  to  draw  all  the  fire  upon 
his  own  veffel ;  and  I  have  great 
farisfaction  in  Hating,  that  not  an 
officer  or  man  was  hurt  in  this  ope¬ 
ration. 

I  have  the  honour,  See. 

H.  POPHAM. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Keith ,  K.B.  &c. 

His  Majejiy’ s  Ship  Dart, 
Pec,  ip , 

Sir, 

In  purfuatjee  of  your  inflruflion, 
and  according  to  the  arrangement 
you  made  for  the  attempt  on  Fort 
Rouge  only,  I  left  this  fhip  at  two 
A.  M.  and  proceeded  in  fhore  with 
the  Explofion  yeffel  in  my  charge, 
until  the  water  fhoafed  to  two  and 
a  half  fathoms,  when  I  tacked, 
and  Hood  offfo  as  to  enable  me  to 
fetch  the  battery, which  1  did  about 
half  pall  two,  and  placing  her  bow- 
fprit  between  the  piles,  left  her  in. 
that  fituatioo.  In  a  few  minutes  I 
obferved  her  fwing  with  her  broad-, 
fide  tp  the  battery,  in  confequence 
of  the  bow  Ppm  being  carried  away ; 
and  as  an  anchor  was  dropped  the 
inftant  fhe  ftruck  the  pilps,  I  had 
not  the  fmallell  doubt  of  per  re¬ 
maining  there  until  the  explofion 
took  place,  which  vyas  in  a  few  mi- 
nu;es.  I  could  not  fetch  the  co¬ 
vering  brig,  as  it  had  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  ppming  on  tp  blow 
*  K  3  from 
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from  the  S.  E.  in  which  quarter  it 
was  when  I  left  the  Dart  ^  I  hope 
you  will  excufe  my  running  in  the 
galley  to  the  Downs. 

I  have,  &c. 

Hew  Stewart. 
Sir  Horn?  Popham,  K.  M» 

Antelope . 

Fox  Cutter,  off  Calais } 
Sir,  Dec .  9. 

According  to  your  order,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  off  Fort  Rouge,  and  ex¬ 
amined  it  very  hr  idly.  As  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  towards  the  fhore  I  faw  a 
great  quantity  of  plank  and  timber 
floating,  and  would  have  picked 
up  fome,  but  was  afraid  I  fhould 
lofe  the  tide,  as  I  wilhed  to  exa¬ 
mine  it  at  low  water.  In  ftanding 
in  i  could  difeern  a  great  number  of 
people  all  around  the  S.  W.  end  of 
the  tort,  and  from  the  Weft  Head 
all  the  way  to  the  Sand-Hills.  X 
did  not  difeover  any  alteration  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  fort  ;  but  when 
I  got  to  the  weftward  of  the  fort, 

X  could  plainly  difeover  the  molt 
part  of  it  to  be  damaged,  .and  the 
breaft.work  knocked  down;  and 
I  have  every  reafon  to  believe  it 
was  very  much  injured,  by  fuch  a 
number  of  people  being  affeipbled 
there,  and  feeming  at  work  upon  it. 

I  am.  See. 

(Signed)  W.  Blake. 

Jnterefting  Narrative  of  the  Lofs  of 
his  Majejlfs  Ship  the  Apollo , 
f.  W*  T.  Dixon ,  Efq,.  Captain  ; 
with  about  Forty  Sail  of  her  Con¬ 
voy ,  on  the  Coaji  of  Portugal , 
'Three  Leagues  North  of  Cape  Molt¬ 
'd  ego ,  when  on  her  Paffage  from  the 
Weft.  Tidies,  on  the  Second  of  April 
1  Sop. 

M o nda y,  the  2  6 1 h  of  Ma rch, 
failed  from  the  Cove  of  Cork,  in 


company  with  his  Majefty's  (hip 
Carysfort,  and  69  fail  of  merchant., 
men,  under  convoy  for  theWeft- In¬ 
dies,  27th,  were  out  of  fight  of 
land,  with  a  fair  wind,  blowing  a 
ftrong  gale,  and  fleering  about 
W.  S.  W.  The  28th,  29th,  and 
30th,  weather  and  courfe  nearly 
the  fame.  31ft,  the  wind  came 
more  to  the  weftward,  but  more 
moderate.  Sunday,  the  ift  of  April, 
at  noon,  observed  in  latitude  4.0 
deg.  51  min,  north.  Longitude, 
per  account,  12  deg.  29  min.  weft. 
At  eight  o’clock,  on  Sunday  even¬ 
ing,  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  S.  W. 
blowing  frefh  ;  courfe  8,  S.  E.  At 
ten,  up  main-fail,  and  fet  the  main 
Hay-fail.  At  a  quarter  paft  ten, 
the  main  ftav-fail  fplit  by  the  flieet 
giving  way  ;  called  all  hands  upon 
deck.  '  At  half  paft  ten,  ftrong 
breezes  and  fqually;  took  in  the 
fore  top-fail  and  fet  the  fore-fail. - 
At  half  paft  eleven  the  main  top- 
fail  fplit ;  furled  it  and  the  main- 
fail.  The  flip  was  now  under  her 
fore- fail,  main  and  mizen  ftorm 
ftay-fails;  the  wind  blowing  hard, 
with  a  heavy  fea. 

%  -  4. 

About  half  paft  three,  pn  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  the  2d,  the  flip 
{truck  the  ground,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  every  one  on  board,  and 
by  the  above  reckoning,  we  then 
conjectured,  upon  an  unknown 
fhoal.  She  continued  {hiking  the 
ground  very  heavy  feveral  times, 
by  which  her  bottom  was  materially 
damaged,  and  making  much  water  ; 
the  chain-pumps  were  rigged  with 
the  utmoft  difpatch,  and  the  men 
began  tp  pump,  but  in  about  ten 
minutes  fhe  beat  and  drove  oyer  the 
fhoal.  On  endeavouring  to  fteer 
her,  found  the  rudder  carried  away. 
She  then  got  before  the  wind.  The 
Dumps  were  kept  going,  but,  from 
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the  quantity  of  water  (he  (hipped, 
there  was  every  probability  of  her 
foon  foundering,  as  (he  was  filling, 

O'  o  r 

and  finking  very  fall. 

After  running  about  five  mi- 
nates,  the  fh ip  ltruck  the  ground 
again  with  fuch  tremendous  (hocks, 
that  we  were  fearful  fine  would  in- 
ftantly  go  to  pieces,. and  kept  ftrik- 
ing  and  driving  further  on  the 
funds,  thefea  making  breaches  com¬ 
pletely  over  her.  Cut  away  the 
lanyards  ot  the  main  and  mizen 
rigging,  and  the  mails  fell  with  a 
tremendous  crafh  over  the  larboard 
fide  :  the  foremalt  went  immedi¬ 
ately  after.  The  (hip  then  fell  on 
her  (larboard  fide,  with  the  gun¬ 
wale,  under  water.  The  violence 
with  which  file  (truck  the  ground, 
and  the  weight  of. the  guns,  thofe 
on  the  quarter-deck  tearing  away 
the  bulwark,  foon  made  thefhip  a 
perfect  wreck  abaft  ;  only  four  or 
five  guns  could  poffibly  be  fired  to 
alarm  the  convoy,  and  give  notice 
of  danger.  On  her  ftriking  the  fe- 
cond  time,  mo  ft  pitiful  cries  were 
heard  every  where  between  decks, 
many  ofthenjen  giving  themfelves 
up  to  inevitable  death.  I  was  told 
that  I  might  as  well  (lay  below,  as 
there  was  an  equal  likelihood  of 
per  idling  if  I  got  upon  deck.  I 
was  determined  to  go,  but  firft  at¬ 
tempted  to  enter  my  cabin,  and 
was  in  danger  of  having  my  legs 
broke  by  the  chefts  floating  about, 
and  the  bulk-heads  were  giving 
way.  I  therefore  defifted,  and 
endeavoured  to  get  upon  deck, 
which  I  e defied,  after  being  fe ve¬ 
nd  times  walked  down  the  hatch¬ 
way  by  the  immenfe  volume  of 
water  inceftantly  pouring  down. 
The  t(hip  fill  I  beating  the  ground 
very  heavy-;  'made  it  necefiary  to 
ding  fail  to  fome  part  of  the  wreck, 


to  prevent  being  walked  by  the 
furges,  or  hurled  by  the  dreadful 
concuflions  overboard,  the  people 
holding  fall  by  the  larboard  bul¬ 
wark  ol  the  quarter-deck,  and  in 
the  main  channel,  while  our  good 
captain  flood  naked  upon  the  cabin 
fky-light  grating,  holding  fall  by 
the  flump  of  the  mizCn-tnaft,  and 
making  ufe  of  every  (nothing  ex- 
prefiion  which  could  have  been  fug- 
gefted  to  encourage  men  in  fuch  a 
perilous  fi  tun  ton.  Molt  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  men  were  entirely  naked, 
not  having  had  time  to  flip  on  even 
a  pair  of  trowfers.  Our  horrible 
fituation  every  moment  became 
more  dreadful,  until  da>  -light  ap¬ 
pearing,  about  half  pa  ft  four  o'clock,- 
difeovered  to  us  the  land,  at  about 
two  cables’  diftance,  a  long  Tandy 
beach,  reaching  to  Cape  Mondego, 
three  leagues  to  the  fouthw.ard  of 
us.  On  day-light  clearing  up,  we 
could  perceive  between  twenty 
and  thirty  fail  of  the  convoy  afhore, 
both  to  the  northward  and  fouth- 
ward,  and  feveral  of  them  perfect 
wrecks.  We  were  now  certain  .of 
being  on  the  coaft  of  Portugal, 
from  feeing  the  above  cape,  though, 
1  am  forry  to  fav,  no  perfon  in  the 
fit  ip  had  the  lead  idea  of  being  fo 
near  that  coaft.  It  blowing  hard, 
and  a  very  great  fwell  of  the  lea, 
(or  what  is  generally  termed  waves 
running  mountains  high,)  there 
was  little  profpedl  of  being  fared. 
About  eight  o’clock,  there  beinp- 
every  likelihood  of  the  (hip  going 
to  pieces,  and  the  afier-part  laying 
lowed,  Capt.  Dixon  ordered  every 
perfon  forward,  which  it  was  very 
difficult  to  comply  with,  from  the 
motion  of  the  main-malt  wo  iking 
on  the  larboard  gunwale,  there  be¬ 
ing  no  other  way  to  get  forward. 
Mr.  Cook,  the  boatiwain,  had  his 
*  h-  4  thigh 
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thigh  broke,  in  endeavouring  to 
get  a  boat  over  the  fide.  Of  fix 
Jjne  boats  not  one  vyas  faved,  being 
all  Hove,  and  walked  overboard 
With  the  booms,  &c.  Soon  after 
the  people  got  forward  the  (lop 
parted  at  the  gangways.  The 
crew  were  now  obliged  to  (low 
themfelves  in  the  fore-channels, 
and  front  thence  to  the  bowfprit 
jsnd,  to  the  nun-jber  of  220;  for,  out 
of  24.0  perfons  On  board  when  the 
fhip  ftrtt  {truck,  I  fuppofe  twenty 
to  have  previoufly  perifhed  be¬ 
tween  decks  and  other  wife.  Mr. 
Taw  ton,  the  gunner,  the  firft  pcr- 
fon  who  attempted  to  fwim  afhore, 
was  drowned:  afterwards  Lieut. 
\Viifon,  Mr.  Runcie,  furgeon,  Mr. 
M‘Cabe,  furgeon’?  mate,  Mr. 
Standley,  mailer's  mate,  and  fe- 
veral  men,  fnared  the  fame  fate,  by 
reafon  of  the  fea  breaking  in  enor¬ 
mous  furges  over  them,  though  ex¬ 
cellent  fwimmers.  About  thirty 
perfons  had  the  good  fortune  to 
reach  the  fnore,  upon  planks  and 
fpars,  among  whom  were  Lieut. 
Harvey  and  Mr.  Callam,  mailer’s 
mate.  Monday  night  our  fituation 
was  truly  horrid,  the  old  men  and 
boys  dying  through  hunger  and  fa¬ 
tigue  :  — -alfo  Meflrs.  Froby  and 
Hayes,  midthipmen.  Gapt.  Dixon 
remained  all  this  night  upon  the 
bowfprit. 

Tuefday  morning  prefented  us 
no  fetter  profpedt  of  being  relieved 
from  the  jaws  of  death,  the  wind 
blowing  {Longer  and  the  fea  much 
more  turbulent.  About  noon  this 
day,  our  drooping  fpirits  were 
fame  what  raiild  by  feeing  Lieut. 
Harvey  and  Mr.  Callam  hoiking 
out  a  boat  from  one  of  the  mer¬ 
chant  fhips  to  come  to  the  affill- 
ance  of  their  diftrLfcd  fhipmates. 
They  feverai  times  attempted  to 


launch  her  through  the  furf ;  but 
being  a  very  heavy  boat,  and  the 
fea  on  the  beach  aCting  fo  power¬ 
fully  againft  them,  they  could  not 
polfibly  effect  it,  though  affifted  by 
nearly  i-jqo  of  the  merchant  failors 
and  Portuguefe  peafant-s.  Several 
men  went  upon  rafts  this  day, 
made  from  pieces  of  the  wreck,  but 
not  one  foul  reached  the  fhore ;  the 
wind  having  fhifted,  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  fetting  out,  they  were  all 
driven  t,o  fea  ;  among  whom  was 
our  captain,  who,  about  three  in 
the  afternoon,  went  on  the  jib- 
boom  with  three  feamen ;  anxious 
to  fave  the  remainder  of  the  {hip’s 
company,  and  too  fanguine  of  get¬ 
ting  fafe  on  ihore,  he  ventured  up¬ 
on  the  fpar,  faying,  on  jumping  in¬ 
to  the  fea,  “My  lads,  I’ll  fave  you 
all.’’  In  a  few  feconds  he  loft  his 
hold  of  the  fpar,  which  he  could 
not  regain :  he  drifted  to  fea,  and 
per iflied.  Such  was  alfo  the  fate 
of  the  three  brave  volunteers  who 
chofe  his  fortune. 

The  lofs  of  our  captain,  who 
until  now  had  animated  the  almoft 
lifelefs  crew  ;  as  well  as  the  noble 
exertions  of  Lieut.  Harvey  and 
Mr.  Callam  to  launch  the  boat  not 
fucceeding  ;  every  gleam  of  hope 
vanifhed,  and  we  looked  forward 
for  certain  death  the  enfuing  night, 
not  only  from  cold,  hunger,  and 
fatigue,  but  the  expectation  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  wreck  going 
to  pieces  every  moment.  Had  not 
the  Apollo  been  a  new  and  well- 
built  {hip,  that  fmall  portion  ofher 
could  never  have  refitted  the  waves, 
and  {luck  fo  well  together,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  all  the  after  part  from 
the  chefs-trees  was  gone,  the  ftar- 
board-bow  under  water,  the  fore- 
cattle  deck  nearly  perpendicular, 
the  weight  of  the  guns  hanging  to 
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the  larboard  bulwark  on  the  !n- 
iide,  and  the  bower  and  fpare  an¬ 
chors  on  the  outfide,  which  it  was 
not  prudent  to  cut  away,  as  they 
afforded  refling  places  to  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  men,  there 
being  only  the  fore-chanels  and 
cathead  where  it  was  poffible  to 
live  in,  and  about  which  were 
flowed  upwards  of  150  men;  it 
being  impracticable  to  continue 
any  longer  in  the  head,  or  upon 
the  bowfprit,  by  reafon  of  the 
breakers  walking  completely  over 
thofe  places.  The  night  drawing- 
on,  the  wind  increafmg,  frequent 
fhowers  of  rain,  the  lea  wafhed 
over  us,  and  looking  every  inflant 
for  the  forecakle  giving  way, 
when  we  mull  have  all  perillied  to¬ 
gether,  afforded  a  fpeiitacle  truly 
deplorable,  the  bare  recollection  of 
which  even  now  makes  me  In  ud¬ 
der.  The  piercing  cries  of  the 
people  this  difmal  night,  at  every 
lea  coming  oyer  them,  which  hap¬ 
pened  every  two  minutes,  were 
pitiful  in  the  extreme;  the  water 
running  from  the  head  down  all 
over  the  body,  keeping  us  conti¬ 
nually  wet.  This  fhocking  night 
the  remaining  {Length  of  every 
perfon  was  exerted  for  his  indi¬ 
vidual  fafety.  From  the  crowding 
fo  clofe  together  in  fo  narrow  a 
compafs,  and  the  want  of  fomc- 
thing  to  moiften  their  mouths,  fe- 
veral  poor  wretches  werefuffccated, 
which  frequently  reminded  me  of 
the  black  hole,  with  this  only  dif¬ 
ference,  that  thefe  poor  fufferers 
were  confined  by  flrong  walls,  we 
by  water  ;  the  leak  movement 
without  clinging  fak  would  have 
•launched  us  into  eternity.  Some 
unfortunate  wretches  drank  fait 
water,  feveral  their  own  urine, 
fame  chewed  leather,  myfelf  and 


many  more  chewed  lead,  from  which 
we  conceived  vve  found  confiderable 
relief,  by  reafon  of  its  drawing  the 
faliva,  which  we  fwallowed.  In 
lefs  than  an  hour  after  the  fhip  lirft 
ftruek  the  ground,  all  the  provifions 
were  under  water,  and  the  fhip  a 

J  i. 

wreck,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
procure  any  part.  After  the  moll 
painful  night  that  it  is  poffible  to 
conceive,  on  day-light  appearing, 
we  obferved  Lieut.  Harvey  and. 
Mr.  Callam  again  endeavouring  to 
launch  theboiir.  Several  attempts 
were  made  without  fuccefs,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men  belonging  to  the  mer¬ 
chant  (hips  being  much  bruifed  and 
hurt  in  affiiling.  Alternate  hopes 
and  fears  now  pervaded  our 
wretched  minds  ;  fifteen  men  got 
fafe  on  fhore  this  morning  on 
pieces  of  the  wreck.  About  three 
in  the  afternoon  of  Wednefday  the 
4th,  we  had  the  inexpreffible  hap- 
pinefs  of  feeing  the  boat  launched 
through  the  furf,  by  the  indefati¬ 
gable  exertion  of  the  above  offi¬ 
cers,  affiled  by  the  makers  of  the 
merchant  fhips,  with  a  number  of 
Portuguefe  peafants,  who  were  en¬ 
couraged  by  Mr.  Whitney,  the 
Britilh  conful,  from  Figuiera.  All 
the  crew  then  remaining  on  the 
wreck  were  brought  fafe  on  fhore, 
praifmg  God  for  a  happy  deliverance 
from  a  fhipwreck  which  has  never 
had  its  parallel.  As  foon  as  I 
kept  out  of  the  boat,  I  found  fe¬ 
veral  perfons  whofe  humanity- 
prompted  them  to  offer  me  fuken 
nance,  though  .  improperly >  .  in 
ipirits,  which  I  avoided  as,  much  as 
poffible.  Our  weak  kijte  may  be 
conceived,  when  it  is  con  fide  reel 
that  we  received  no  nourifhment 
from  Sunday  to  Wednefday  after¬ 
noon,  and  continuully  expofed  to 
the  fury  of  the  watery  elements. 

-  After 
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eating  and  drinking  a  little,  I  found 
myfelf  weaker  than  before,  occa¬ 
sioned,  I  apprehend,  from  having 
been  fo  long  without  either.  Some 
men  died  foon  after  getting  on 
fhore,  from  imprudently  drinking 
too  large  a  quantity  of  fpirits.  All 
the  crew  were  in  a  very  weak  and 
exhaufted  hate,  the  greater  part 
feeing  badly  bruifed  and  wounded. 
About  forty  fail  of  merchant  (hips 
were  wrecked  at  the  fame  time  on 
this  dreadful  beach.  Some  (hips 
funk  with  all  their  crew,  and  al- 
rooft  every  drip  loft  from  two  to 
twelve  men  each  ;  yet  the  ii ma¬ 
tron  of  the  remainder  was  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  frigate’s  (hip  com¬ 
pany,  as  the  merchant  (hips  draw¬ 
ing  a  lefs  draught  of  water,  were 
rooftly  driven  clofe  on  the  (bore, 
and  no  person  remained  on  board 
them  after  the  flrft  morning.  The 
makers  of  the  merchant  fhips  had 
tents  upon  the  beach,  and  fome  pro- 
v  ikons  they  had  faved  from  the 
wrecks,  which  they  very  gene- 
roufly  diftributed,  and  gave  every 
afliftance  to  the  Apollo’s  (hip’s 
company.  Thus  was  loft  one  of 
the  fined:  frigates  in  the  Britifh 
navy,  with  ftxty-one  of  her  crew. 
The  number  of  fouls  loft  in  the 
merchants’  drips  was  alfo  very  con- 
fiderable.  Dead  bodies  wereevery 
day  floating  afhore,  and  pieces  of 
wreck  covered  the  beach  upwards 
of  ten  miles  in  extent. 

Particulars  of  the  Lcfs  of  the  Duke 
of  Cumber  laud  Packet,  at  Antigua, 
in  the  Hurricane  of  the  \th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1804. — an  fyc-kVit- 

On  the  morning  of  Monday  the 
3d  of  September,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  Backet  was  lying  at 


anchor  in  the  Road  of  St.  John’s, 
waiting  for  the  mail,  which  was 
expected  to  come  on  board  that 
day. 

His  Majefty’s  drip  Serapis,  a 
44,  armed  eu  flute ,  lay  about  two 
miles  farther  out,  waiting  to  con¬ 
voy  the  packet  down  to  Tortola, 
The  wind  had  been  blowing  very 
frefh  from  the  north  during  the 
night,  and  at  noon  had  confiderably 
incteafed.  His  Majefty’s  fnip  de 
Ruyter,  an  old  74,  which  had 
lately  been  brought  there  to  be  fit¬ 
ted  up  as  a  prifon-fhip,  lay  at  an¬ 
chor  in  Deep  Bay ;  (he  had  a  very 
weak  crew  on  board,  and  made 
fignals  of  diftrefs  to  the  Serapis ;  a 
boat  came  on  hoard  the  packet  at 
iz  o’clock,  from  the  latter  veflel, 
requefting  the  aid  of  fome  men,  in 
order  to  aflift  them  in  relieving  the 
de  Ruyter  ;  but  this  Captain  Law¬ 
rence  could  not  with  propriety 
grant.  At  this  time  we  (truck 
our  top-gallant  malls,  and  at  two 
P-  M.  we  let  go  the  belt  bower 
anchor,  having  been  hitherto  rid¬ 
ing  with  the  fmall  bower  only. 

The  gale  continued  to  increafe, 
and  at  fix  o’clock  it  blew  a  perfect 
ftorm  from  the  N.  W.  by  W, 
when  we  ft  ruck  our  yards  and  top- 
malts. 

The  men  had  hardly  finifhed 
this  work  when  it  was  difeovered 
that  the  veflel  had  parted  her  belt 
bower  cable.  This  furprifed  and 
alarmed  us  exceedingly,  as  th« 
rope  was  nearly  new,  and  wc  had 
been  allured  that  the  bottom  of  the 
roadftead  was  a  hard  fand  :  it  mud 
have  been  cut  upon  a  (hip’s  anchor, 
or  on  a  bed  of  coral.  We  imme¬ 
diately  bent  the  remaining  part  oi 
it  to  the  itream  anchor,  and  the 
dream  cable  to  the  kedge.  The 
wind  continued  to  rage  with  una- 
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'hated  violence,  the  (hip  pitched 
immoderately,  and  dreading  left 
the  cable  fhouid  give  way,  at  ten 
o’clock  we  let  go  the  two  remain¬ 
ing  anchors.  Every  thing  had  now 
been  done  for  the  fafetv  of  the  fhip 
that  was  in  the  power  of  the  crew  ; 
the  reft  we  confided  to  Providence  ; 
and  having  recommended  ourfelves 
to  the.  protection  of  the  Almighty, 
we  remained  idle  but  anxious  fpec- 
tators  of  the  feene  before  us,  and 
awaited  the  event  in  filent  dread. 
To  men  who  were  fo  deeply  in- 
ierefled  in  the  eftefls  of  the  ilorm, 
do  feene  could  be  fo  truly  awful : 
the  wind  raged  with  a  violence 
known  only  in  tropical  climates — • 
the  rain  fell  like  a  delude— the 

O 

waves  had  rifen  to  a  moil  ftupen- 
dous  height— the  fhip  was  pitching 
her  forecaftie  under  water — our  bell 
cable  was  already  gone,  and  we 
momentarily  expected  to  part  the 
reft.  To  add  to  the  horrors  of 
our  fituation,  the  lightning,  Raffl¬ 
ing  now  and  then,  difeovered  to 
us,  notwithftanding  the  extreme 
darknefs  of  the  night,  that,  as 
foon  as  we  fhouid  part  or  drive 
away  from  cur  moorings,  a  reef  of 
horrid  rocks  lay  to  leeward  ready 
to  receive  us.  Thus  fituated,  every 
man  was  fenfible  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  impofiible  to  combat  fingly 
the  terrible  agitation  of  the  ele¬ 
ments,  and  our  feeble  expectations 
of  faving  our  lives  were  relied 
folely  on  the  frail  hope  of  the  lhips 
riding  out  the  tempeft. 

The  mails  of  the  de  Ruyter  had 
been  frequently  Ihewn  to  us  by  the 
glare  ot  the  lightning,  and  we 
could  perceive  that  fie  was  driving 
.from  her  moorings.  They  difap- 
peared  all  at  once,  and  we  con¬ 
cluded  that  fie  had  foundered. 
We  fuppo’fed  the  Serapis  had  flared 


the  fame  fate.  About  eleven 
o’clock,  the  windlafs  gave  way* 
with  a  tremendous  noife ;  the  Tai¬ 
lors  immediately  clapped  Hops  upon 
the  cables,  and  fecured  them  br 
means  ot  ring-bolts  on  the  decks. 
Thefe  were  continually  breaking, 
and  were  as  often  replaced. 

The  cable  had  now  held  fo  long, 
that  we  began  fo  entertain  fome 
faint  hope  of  riding  out  the  gale, 
and  we  dared  for  a  moment  to  quit 
the  deck  for  fome  refrefhment; 
but  no  fooner  were  we  fat  down, 
when  a  loud  groan  from  the  crew 
fummoned  us  on  deck  :  we  dreaded 
the  worft  :  the  captain  came  run¬ 
ning  forward,  and  foon  put  an  end 
to  our  doubts  by  exclaiming — > 
<f  All’s  now  over  !  Lord  God, 
have  mercy  upon  us!”  The. cable 
had  parted  ;  the  flip  hung  about 
two  minutes  by  the  ft  ream  and 
hedge,  and  then  began  to  drive 
broadfide  on,  dragging  them  along 
with  her.  Our  feelings  at  this, 
moment  are  not  to  be  deferibed, 
nor  can  I  think  on  any  fimilar  fitu¬ 
ation  to  which  they  can  be  com¬ 
pared.  At  this  time,  fome  of  the 
feamen,  torn  by  defpair,  feemed 
for  a  moment  to  forget  themfelves; 
the  cries  of  their  homes,  their 
wives,  and  their  children,  re- 
founded  through  the  flip  ;  but  they 
foon  became  fenfible  of  their  folly, 
and  refumed  their  ufual  firmnefs. 

As  foon  as  the  fhip  parted,  which 
was  about  1 2  o’clock,  every  man 
clung  to  a  rope,  and  determined 
to  flick  to  it  fo  long  as  the  fhip 
remained  entire :  the  wind  had 
veered  fomewhat  to  the  weft, 
which  prevented  her  from  ftriking 
on  the  reef  of  rocks  which  we  fo 
much  dreaded.  It  was  now  one 
o’clock  :  we  had  drifted  an  hour, 
without  knowing  whither.  We 

continued 
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continued  Isold ing  fall:  by  the  rig¬ 
ging,  our  bodies  beat  by  the  hea- 
vieft  rain,  and  lafhed  by  every 
wave.  A  dreadful  filence  enfued, 
every  one  being  too  intent  on  his 
own  approaching  end,  to  be  able 
to  communicate  his  feelings  to 

I  . 

another;  nothing  could  be  heard 
but  the  horrid  howling  of  the  tem- 
peft.  A  little  after  one  we  ftruck, 
and  inftantl)  went  off  again  ;  this, 
together  with  feveral  lights  before 
ns  at  a  diftance,  convinced  us  that 
we  were  driving  towards  the  har¬ 
bour  of  St.  John's,  and  that  we 
had  ftruck  on  the  bar.  We  faw  a 
large  object  before  us,  which  we 
dreaded  was  Rat  Ifland,  (a  per¬ 
pendicular  rock  in  the  middle  of 
the  harbour,  with  a  fort  upon  it), 
w,e  were  faft  approaching  k,  and 
that  the  garrifon  might  be  fpe&a- 
tors  of  our  fate,  for  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  aftiftance  ;  we  bred  two 
alarm  gums;  but  from  the  tremen¬ 
dous  npife  of  the  wind  and  waves, 
we  doubted  if  they  could  be  heard. 
We  foon  found  that  this  objeft  was 
a  large  fh ip,  on  which  we  were  di¬ 
rectly  driving.  We  came  up  with 
her,  and  went  clofe  under  her 
ftern.  A  faint  hope  now  appeared 
of  being  ftranded  on  a  fandy  beach, 
for  we  .  knew  that,  although  the 
harbour  is  chiefly  bounded  with 
rock,  yet  that  there  were  a  few 
mud  and  fand  banks,  and  our 
wifties  led  us  to  hope  the  beft. 
The  captain  therefore  ordered  the 
carpenter  to  get  the  hatchets  all 
ready  to  cut  away  the  raafts,  in 
order  to  make  a  raft  for  thofe  who 
chofe  to  venture  on  it.  We  could 
now  plainly  perceive  land  not  far 
diftant,  on  which  we  were  driving, 
and  as  we  knew  it  to  be  a  huge 
rock,  we  run  up  ihe  fore  and  mizen 
flayfails,  thinking  by  this  means 


to  divert  the  courfe  of  the  fhip, 
but  at  the  fame  moment  the  wind 
chopped  from  N.  N.  W.  to  Weft, 
being  no  lefs  than  fix  points  of  the 
compafs,  and  continued  to  blow 
with  the  fame  fury  ;  this  kept  us 
clear  of  the  projefting  land,  and 
drove  us  beyond  it  a  fhort  diftance, 
when  the  Hi  ip  ftruck  ;  her  flrft 
ftrokes  were  apparently  upon  a 
fandy  beach,  and  we  could  plainly 
difeern  two  large  fhips  afhore,  juft 
abreaft  of  us.  We  now  fondly  ima¬ 
gined  that  we  would  be  driven  on 
board  thefe  fhips,  but  in  this  we 
were  difappointed  ;  we  drove  paft, 
beating  with  violence  at  every 
wave,  and  in  a  few  feconds  found 
the  fhip  bring  up  on  fome  horrid 
rocks,  at  the  foot  of  a  ftupendoys 
precipice.  Every  hope  now  va- 
nifhed,  and  we  began  already  to 
conlider  purfelves  as  beings  of  ano¬ 
ther  world ;  the  veflel  was  dafhed 
with  extreme  yiolence  on  the  rocks, 
and  we  could  diftindfly  heat  the 
cracking  of  her  timbers  below  :  in 
order  to  eafe  the  veflel,  and,  if 
pofiible,  prevent  her  from  parting, 
we  immediately  cut  away  the  mi- 
zen-maft,  and  fhortly  after  the 
fore- mail: ;  the  main-maft  we  al¬ 
lowed  to  remain,  in  order  to  fteady 
the  fhip,  and,  if  poflible,  prevent 
lier  from  canting  to  windward, 
which  w’ould  inevitably  have 
drowned  us  all.  The  veflel  had 
ftruck.  about  two  o’clock,  and  in 
half  an  hour  afterwards  we  found 
that  the  water  was  up  to  the  lower 
deck.  Never  was  day- light  fo 
anxioufly  wifhed  for  as  by  the  un¬ 
fortunate  crew  of  this  fhip.  After 
having  hold  fp  long  of  the  fhrouds, 
we  were  forced  to  cling  three  hours 
longer  before  the  dawn  appeared, 
during  whiph  time  we  were  under 
continual  dread  of  the  fhip’s  part- 
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ing,  and  launching  us  into  eter¬ 
nity  :  the  fea  was  making  a  com¬ 
plete  breach  over  her,  laying  on 
her  beam-ends  ;  and  ft  iff  and  be¬ 
numbed  as  we  were,  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  we  could  pre- 
ferve  our  hold  againft  the  force  of 
the  waves,  every  one  of  which 
ft  ruck  and  nearly  drowned  us. 
The  break  of  day  difcovered  to  us 
all  the  horrors  of  our  fituation  : 
the  veftel  was  laying  upon  large 
rocks,  at  the  foot  of  a  craggy, 
overhanging  precipice,  twice  as 
high  as  the  fhip’s  main-maft  ;  the 
mizen-rnaft,  which,  although  cut 
away,  lb  ill  hung  in  a  diagonal  di¬ 
rection,  fupported  by  fome  ropes, 
reached  within  about  four  fathoms 
of  the  rock  1  the  land  forming  a 
fort  of  bay  around  us,  alfo  ap¬ 
proached  us  a-head,  and  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  jib-boom  was  not  far 
from  it ;  we  could  plainly  difeern 
many  fhips  on  ftiore  in  various  parts 
of  the  harbour,  and  the  wind  and 
rain  beat  upon  us  with  unabated 
violence  :  the  Hi  ip  lay  a  miferable 
wreck  ;  one  wave  had  carried  away 
her  ftern  boat,  unfhipped.  her  rud¬ 
der,  and  walhed  overboard  her 
quarter  boards,  binnacle,  and  round - 
houfe ;  her  fore  and  mizen-mafts 
lay  alonghde,  fupported  by  fmall 
ropes,  and  the  (hip  had  bilged  her 
larboard  fide.  Our  ftrlt  thoughts, 
after  the  dawn  appeared,  were  na¬ 
turally  directed  to  the  •  poffibility 
of  faying  our  lives ;  and  we  all 
agreed,  that  the  only  hopes  of  do¬ 
ing  fo  was  by  means  of  the  mizen- 
maft  ;  we  immediately  got  the  top- 
maft  tnd  top-gallaplt- mails  launched 
out  on  it,  which  reached  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  rock,  but  the  part 
of  the  precipice  which  it  approach¬ 
ed,  was  fo  perpendicular,  as  to  af¬ 
ford  ms  but  faint  hopes  of  relief* 


unlefs  it  might  be  procured  by 
means  of  fome  bufhes  which  grew 
on  the  brow  of  the  rock  :  a  failor 
foon  made  trial  of  it ;  but  to  our 
great  mortification  we  faw  him 
heave  a  rope,  on  the  end  of  which 
was  formed  a  noofe,  and  which 
catching  hold  of  fome  of  the  lanreib 
buihes,  brought  them  away  in  an 
inftant,  and  difcovered  to  us  that 
the  roots  of  the  Hi  rubs  were  faft- 
ened  to  nothing  but  a  much  de¬ 
cayed  weather  beaten  rock,  inca¬ 
pable  of  affording  them  fupport 
fufficient  to  withlland  the  fmalleft 
weight.  Another  feaman,  who 
feemed  from  defpair  to  have  im¬ 
bibed  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
courage,  followed  the  firft  man  out 
on  the  maft,  with  the  intention  of 
throwing  himfelf  from  the  end  upon 

the  merev  of  the  rock :  he  had 
✓ 

proceeded  to  the  extremity  of  the 
top-gallant-maft,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  leaping  among  the  bufhes, 
when  the  pole  of  the  maft,  unable 
to  fuftain  his  weight,  gave  way, 
and  precipitated  him  into  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  waves  :  as  the  fail  was 
at  leaft  forty  feet  in  height,  it  was 
fome  time  before  he  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance  above  the  furhice  of  the 
water,  and  when  he  did,  every 
one  expected  to  fee  him  dallied;  to 
pieces  among  the  rocks,  but  he 
had  fortunately  carried  down  with 
him  the  piece  of  the  broken  maft, 
to  which  were  faftened  fome  fmall 
ropes,  and  by  clinging  fall  to  them, 
he  preferved  his  head  above  water, 
at  the  intervals  of  the  waves  re¬ 
ceding.  until  a  tackle  was  fixed  to 
hoift  him  up.  All  onr  hopes  of 
being  laved  by  means  of  the  mizen 
maft  were  now  blafted ;  and  yet 
fome  decifive  meafure  feemed  ab- 
fclutely  neceflary  ;  for  as  the.  f  orm 
did  not  abate  in  the  fmalleft  de- 
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gree,  we  began  dill  more  to  dread 
that  the  fhip  would  part,  as  fhe 
had  already  bilged  on  the  larboard 
fide  ;  the  whole  crew  had  befides 
Ijeen  fo  fatigued,  difpirited,  and 
benumbed,  that  they  were  hardly 
able  to  hold  ,  out  any  longer.  It 
was  in  vain  to  expert  outward  af- 
fidance,  as  we  were-  not  feen  from 
the  town,  and  the  (hips  which  were 
in  fight  of  us  had  it  not  in  their 
power  to  afford  us  the  lead  aid. 
Some  negroes  did  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  top  of  the  rock, 
and  we  requeued  them  to  defcend 
a  little  way  in  order  to  receive  a 
rope ;  but  whether  from  fear  or 
mere  dupidlry  I  do  not  know',  but 
in  fpite  of  all  our  entreaties,  pro- 
mifes,  and  threats,  thefe  creatures 
flood  gaping  in  the  moil  idiotical 
manner,  fometimes  at  us,  and  fome- 
times  at  themfelves,  without  mak¬ 
ing  the  lead  motion  to  approach 
us.  Whild  we  were  meditating  in 
fullen  filence  on  our  fituation,  Mr. 
Doncader,  the  chief  mate,  un. 
known  to  any  one,  went  out  on 
the  bowfprit,  and,  having  reached 
the  end  of  the  jib-boom,  was  then 
feen  to  throw  himfelf  headlong  into 
the  water;  he  had  hardly  fallen, 
when  a  tremendous  wave  threw  him 
upon  the  rock,  and  left  him  dry  ; 
there  he  remained  a  few  moments 
without  motion,  until  a  fccond 
wave  wafhed  him  dill  farther  up, 
when,  clinging  to  fome  roughnefs 
in  the  cliff,  he  effectually  preferved 
his  hold.  He  remained  there  a 
few  minutes  to  recruit  himfelf,  and 
then  began  to  fc ramble  up  the  rock. 
Mr.  Doncafter’s  prefervation  was 
mod  miraculous ;  all  the  (hip’s 
company  were  unanimous  in  de¬ 
claring:  rhat  it  was  eext  to  an  im- 
poflibili ty  :  it  feemed,  indeed,  a 


lingular  interpofitio-n  of  Providence 
in  our  behalf. 

In  about  half  an  hour,  he  with 
infinite  difficulty  reached  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  cliff.  Mod  anxioufly 
had  we  been  watching  every  ftep 
which  he  took,  and  praying  for 
his  fafety,  confcious  that  our  pre¬ 
fervation  depended  folely  upon  it. 
He  immediately  came  round  to  that 
part  of  the  precipice  which  was 
over  againffi  our  quarter,  and,  de* 
fcending  a  little  way,  he  received 
a  rope  thrown  from  the  main-top; 
this  he  fadened  to  fome  trees  on 
the  top  of  the  cliff,  and  we  paffed 
the  other  end  of  it  to  the  head  of 
the  mizen  top-mad.  This  being 
done,  a  few  of  the  mod  expert 
feamen  warped  themfelves  up  upon 
it,  carrying  with  them  the  end  of 
another  rope,  upon  which  a  tackle 
was  bent,  and  which  they  fadened 
alfo  to  the  trees  :  the  other  end  cf 
the  tackle  was  made  fad  to  the 
mizen  mad,  and  the  fold  of  it 
paffed  to  the  crew  upon  deck.  By 
means  of  this  rope,  which  we  fad¬ 
ened  to  our  waid,  and  the  firft 
rope,  by  which  we  fupported  our- 
felves,  warping  along  it  with  our 
hands,  we  were  all,  in  the  fpace  of 
three  hours,  fafely  hoided  to  the 
top  oi  the  cliff,  except  a  few  of  the 
mod  active  feamen,  who  were  left 
to  the  lad,  and  obliged  to  warp 
themfelves  up  as  the  hrd  had  done. 
The  %vhole  (hip’s  company,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Captain  Lawrence,  Mr. 
Lawrence,  the  mader,  Mr.  Don¬ 
cader,  the  chief  mate,  Mr.  Low- 
.rie,  the  furgeon,  with  twenty-four 
feamen  and  petty  officers,  and  three 
paflengers,  Mr.  Verchild,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Lieutenant  Webber,  of 
the  artillery,  having  now  affembled 
on  the  rock,  we  took  leave  of  our 

miferable 
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aniferable  veflfel,  and  bent  our  way 
towards  the  town.  Nor  did  our 
difficulties  end  here ;  the  whole 
plain  before  us,  in  confequence  of 
the  rain  which  had  fallen  and  ft  ill 
was  pouring  down  in  great  abun¬ 
dance,  prefented  the  appearance  of 
a  large  lake,  through  which  we 
found  our  way  with  much  difficulty. 
In  thofe  places  where  roads  or  fur¬ 
rows  had  been  made,  we  frequently 
plumped  up  to  the  neck,  and  were 
in  great  danger  of  being  carried 
down  by  the  ft  ream.  Alter  wad¬ 
ing  about  three  miles  through  fields 
of  canes,  ‘whofe  tops  could  hardly 
be  fe  en  above  the  water,  we 
reached  the  town  of  St.  John's, 
where  we  were  fo  courteouftv  re¬ 
ceived,  that  I  believe  we  Ihould 
have  died  for  want  of  food  and  ne- 
cefTaries,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
kind  offices  of  a  mulatto  taylor,  to 
whom  we  font  for  clothes,  and 
who  carried  us  to  a  houfe  where 
We  were  fu frothed  with  beds  and 
provifions.  In  a  few  hours  after¬ 
wards  the  wind  chopped  round  to 
the  fouth,  from  which  quarter  it 
blew  with  the  fame  violence  the 
whole  of  the  4th  and  part  of  the 
5th.  The  hurricane  lulled  forty- 
eight  hours,  during  which  time  it 
made  a  complete  fweep  of  half  the 
compafs,  beginning  at  north,  and 
ending  at  fouth.  This  favourable 
change  laved  the  fh ip  from  break¬ 
ing  up,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th  we  found  her  lying  nearly  dry, 
among  the  rocks,  with  five  large 
holes  in  her  larboard  fide,  and  we 
were  enabled  to  fave  feme  of  our 
linen  that  was  floating  in  the  hold. 


Cc  r  refponde  vee  between  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  and  the 
Earl  of  E in  gall. 


Dublin ,  1  fh  Jugujl ,  1803, 
My  Lord, 

According  to  your  lordfhip's 
requeft  I  have  figned  with  greai 
pleafure,  a  warrant  for  your  lord- 
fhip’s  appointment  to  be  juftice  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Meath, 
At  this  moment,  my  lord,  it  is 
peculiarly  important  that  every 
perfon  intrufted  fpecially  with  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  peace, 
fhouid  know  and  confcientiouily 
purfue  the  drift  line  of  his  duty. 
Your  iordfhip’s  diftinguiihed  loy¬ 
alty  at  all  times,  and  on  all  oc- 
caftons,  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt 
that  you  will  exert  yourfelf  to  the 
beft  of  your  judgment  for  this  im¬ 
portant  purpofe,  and  the  fame 
diftinguiihed  loyalty  that  probably 
marked  your  lordfhip,  as  one  to 
whom  nothing  could  be  fafely  ut¬ 
tered.  tending  to  demonftrate  any 
difpofiticn  towards  the  rebellious 
outrages  which  have  of  late  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  dreadful  effects,  and 
excited  fo  much  alarm.  But,  I 
fear  there  have  been  too  many  in 
whofe  prefence  and  hearing  de- 
monftrations  have  been  made  and 
uttered,  which  ought  to  have 
alarmed  the  minds  of  loyal  men, 
aruf  induced  them  to  communicate 
the  ground  of  that  alarm  to  thofe 
in  authority  under  the  government, 
and  efpecially  to  the  juftices  of  the 
peace  in  their  ft? vend  diftriffis,  hut 
who  have  thought  fit  to  retain  the 
impreffion  made  on  their  minds 
within  their  own  breafts,  and  to 
leave  the  chance  of  difeovery  to 
other  means.  The  perfons  to  whom 
I  allude,  have  principally  been 
perfons  profelling  to  hold  the  fame 
religious  faith  with  your  lordfhip, 
and  over  whom  I  molt  fincerely 
hope  your  lordfbip’s  high  character 

may 
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may  give  that  influence  which 
juftly  belongs  to  it.  It  would  be 
highly  important,  therefore,  that 
your  lordfhip,  in  the  difcharge  of 
your  duty  as  a  magiftrate,  fhould 
take  every  opportunity  of  clearly 
Hating,  and  moft  ilrongly  incul¬ 
cating  and  enforcing  the  great  duty 
of  allegiance,  and  that,  that  duty 
is  not  confined  to  forbearance  from 
open  rebellion,  or  even  from  abb 
tending  towards  rebellion,  that 
true  allegiance  is  an  abtive  duty, 
requiring  every  man  not  only  to 
fupprefs  rebellion  when  it  fh all 
ihew  itfelf  in  violence,  but  to  dif- 
clofe  to  that  government  tinder 
which  he  lives,  whether  he  be  a 
natural  born  fubjedt  of  that  go¬ 
vernment  or  fojourner  only  under 
its  protection,  every  thing  which 
can  raife  ground  for  fufpicion  of 

difloyaltv  in  others:  and  it  is 
*  ««'  * 

particularly  important  that  your 
lordfhip  fhould,  as  a  magiftrate, 
Hate  and  enforce,  that  perfons 
knowing  of  a  treafonable  purpofe 
who  do  not  difclofe  it,  are  guilty 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  of  that  crime 
which  has  been  denominated  mif- 
prifion  of  treafon,  and  if  they 
yield  any  kind  of  afient  to  the  in¬ 
tended  treafon,  they  become  trai¬ 
tors  tbemfelves.  Your  lordfhip’s 
enlarged  and  liberal  mind  diftin- 
guifhing  clearly  between  fpiritual 
and  temporal  concerns,  muft  feel 
that  there  can  be  no  duty  of  reli¬ 
gion  contrary  to  the  duty  of  alle¬ 
giance,  and  indeed  no  man,  how¬ 
ever  ignorant  or  prejudiced,  can 
read  the  Holy  Scriptures  without 
finding  that  the  duty  of  allegiance 
to  a  Pagan  government,  was 
Ilrongly  and  repeatedly  enforced 
by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  and 
efpeciallv  by  the  latter,  who  found 
the  Chriftia$s  of  their  time  too 


much  difpofed  to  confider  their 
faith  in  Chrift,  as  abfolving  them 
from  their  allegiance  to  the  coun¬ 
try  in  which  they  lived.  I  am 
truly  forry  to  fay,  that  I  fear  in 
this  Country  all  who  profefs  to  be 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
do  not  teach  Chrift ’s  doctrine  of 
allegiance  to  their  flocks,  and  I 
particularly  lament  to  find  in  the 
minds  of  men  who  affume  the  high- 
eft  rank  amongft  the  minifters  of 
the  Roman  perfuafion,  the  frequent 
ule  of  language  tending  to  raife  in 
the  minds  of  the  ignorant,  an  opi¬ 
nion  that  none  are  to  be  confidered 
as  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
of  Chrift,  that  none  are  therefore 
to  be  efteeraed  as  brethren  in  Chrift, 
but  thofe  who  profefs  adherence  to 
the  See  of  Rome.  Until  the  minds 
of  men  are  brought  to  a  different 
temper— -until  the  priefts  of  the 
Roman  perfuafion  fhall  ceafe  to  in¬ 
culcate  to  thofe  under  their  in- 
ftrudtion,  doctrines  fo  repugnant  to 
their  temporal  allegiance — until 
they  fhall  ceafe  to  inculcate  that 
all  who  differ  from  them  in  reli¬ 
gious  opinions,  are  to  be  confi¬ 
dered  as  guilty  of  defedlion  from 
the  See  of  Rome,  that  is  as  guilty 
of  rebellion  (including  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  facred  perfon  in  that  de- 
feription),  it  cannot  be  expedled 
that  vulgar  men  fhould  think  them- 
felves  bound  by  any  tie  of  alle¬ 
giance  to  a  king  thus  reprefented 
to  them,  as  himfelf  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  what  is  termed  a  higher 
duty  of  allegiance.  That  liberty 
of  confidence  which  thofe  of  the 
Roman  perfuafion  defire  for  them- 
felves,  they  ought  fo  allow  to 
others,  and  they  do  not  allow  that 
liberty  of  confidence,  but  on  th# 
contrary  fandf  ion  the  worft  of  per- 
fecutions -wherever  they  treat  an/ 
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n>an  fincerely  believing  in  Chrift 
the  Redeemer  of  Mankind,  as  not 
a  member  of  the  Catholic  or  Uni* 
ver.fal  Church  founded  by  Chrift 
and  his  apoftles,  becaufe  that  man 
does  not  believe  all  that  they  be¬ 
lieve  of  the  See  of  Rome  and  of 
the  doCtrines  taught  by  it.  I  can 
confider  no  man  (whatever  his  pro- 
feffion  of  loyalty  may  be)  as  truly 
the  loyal  fubjedl  of  a  king  whom 
he  thus  holds  up  to  his  people  as 
the  objeCt  of  difaffeCtion,  nay  of 
hatred,  becaufe  that  king  holds  a 
different  opinion  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion  from  thofe  who  adhere  to 
the  See  of  Rome,  and  becaufe  he 
refufes  any  obedience  in  matters 
temporal  to  that  See.  It  will  be 
your  duty,  my  lord,  as  a  juftice 
of  the  peace,  with  the  moft  anxious 
attention,  to  refpeCt  no  man  whofe 
conduct  fhall  tend  to  difturb  it ;  to 
exhort  all  men  by  patience  and 
forbearance,  as  well  as  by  exertion, 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavour  to 
preferve  it,  and  however  anxiety 
they  may  wifh  for  a  change  in  the 
eftablifhment  provided  for  by  the 
law  of  the  land  for  the  maintenance 
of  religion,  however  confcien- 
tioufly  they  may  think  that  the 
ends  of  religion  would  be  better 
anfwered„by  putting  thofe  of  the 
Romifh  perfualion  in  place  of  thofe 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  they  cannot, 
confidently  with  the  duty  of  their 
allegiance,  purfue  that  purpofe  by 
abetting,  or  even  by  declining  to 
ref  ft  and  fupprefs  the  rebellions 
confpiracy  formed  for  that  purpofe. 
—  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  firm 
and  diftinguifhed  loyalty  which 
has  marked  your  lordfhip’s  cha¬ 
racter  in  every  other  fituation  of 
life,  will  guide  your  fteps  in  the 
difcharge  of  your  duties  as  a  ma- 
giftrate.  May  God,  to  whom  all 
Vuu  XI- VI.  or  Vql,  IV.  New 


our  errors  and  impCrfedlions  are 
known,  proteCt  and  guard  you, 
and  lead  you  to  that  end  which 
will  moft  accord  with  the  bene* 
ficent  purpofes  for  which  the  office 
of  magiftracy  were  intended,  and 
for  which  alone,  I  am  perfuaded, 
you  prevail  on  yourfelf  to  under¬ 
take  fo  arduous  a  charge  under4 
eircumftances  of  fo  much  difficulty* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  moft  fincere  refpeCt  and  efteem, 
my  lord,  your  lordfhip’s  faithful.  v 
humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Redesdale. 

Jug.  15,  1803* 

Mr  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  receive 
your  lordfhip’s  letter,  and  am 
much  obliged  to  you  for  appoint* 
ing  me  a  magiftrate  of  the  county 
of  Meath,  at  a  time  when  the  talk 
is  fo  arduous.  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  affure  you,  that  nothing  but  my 
moft  anxious  defire  to  be  ufeful  by 
every  means  in  my  power,  would 
have  induced  me  to  folicit  the 
commiflion  of  the  peace.  Permit 
me  to  return  your  lordfhip  my  belt: 
thanks  for  the  very  able  and  ex. 
cellent  inftruCtions  contained  in 
your  letter — it  fhall  be  my  un- 
ceafing  endeavour  to  prove  myfelf 
not  unworthy  the  poft  of  truft 
confided  to  me,  for  which  I  fhould 
feel  myfelf  very  ill  qualified  if  I 
did  not  underftand  the  duties  of 
aCtive  loyalty  to  be  fuch  as  are 
laid  down  by  your  lordfhip.  I 
have  always  been  taught  that,  that 
man  was  a  traitor  and  violated  his 
allegiance  who  concealed  any  plot 
againft  the  ftate — to  this  opinion 
all  thofe  who  profcfs  the  fame  re¬ 
ligious  faith  that  I  do  are  bound 
by  the  moft  folemn  pledge.  I  am 
forry  any  have  deviated  from  it, 
Series.  *  L  they 
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they  cannot  be,  I  am  perfuaded, 
thofe  remarkable  for  their  religious 
and  good  conduct.  It  gives  me 
much  concern,  and  I  fhould  be 
very  forry  it  were  generally  con¬ 
ceived,  that  your  lordfhip,  the 
perfon  to  whom  the  Catholics  of 
another  part  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom  never  ceafe  exprefling  their 
obligations ;  with  your  Superior 
talents,  enlightened  and  liberal 
mind,  holding  the  high  fituation 
you  do  in  this  country,,  with  fo 
much  credit  to  yourfelf  and  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  public,  fhould  have 
any  opinion  in  any  degree  unfa¬ 
vourable  of  the  Irifh  Catholics. 
My  lord,  the  Catholic  religion  is 
the  fame  every  where ;  I  very  re- 
liftftamly  enter  upon  the  fubjedl. 
Religious  difputes  I  have  always 
confldered  the  greateft  misfortunes 
any  country  could  experience.  I 
Jttuft,  however,  beg  leave  to  Hate 
to  your  lordfhip  what  I  have  al¬ 
ways  found  to  be  the  condufl  and 
faith  of  the  Catholic.  I  need  not 
fpeak  of  his  attachment  to  and 
refpedl  for  an  oath ;  were  he  lefs 
delicate,  why  fhould  he  labour  un¬ 
der  any  exclusion  now,  or  have 
fuffered  many  years  of  penal  re- 
ftridion.  I  mull  fay  I  never  heard 
a  Catholic  wifh  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment,  and 
fetting  up  in  its  place  one  of  his 
own  religion — this  was  not,  as  is 
well  ascertained,  the  objeft  of  the 
promoter  of  the  rebellion  in  1798  ; 
nor  do  I  believe  it  was  of  the  ruf¬ 
fians  and  murderers  who  difgraced 
this  country  on  a  late  occafion. — 
The  Catholic  is  ready  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  to  facrifice  his  life,  his  pro¬ 
perty,  every  thing  dear  to  him,  in 
Support  of  the  prefen t  conftitution, 
in  defence  of  that  beloved  Sove¬ 
reign  to  whom  your  lordfhip  does 


not  feem  to  think  we  look  up  with 
that  veneration  and  gratitude  which 
I  allure  you  we  do.  The  Catholic 
wifhes  no  other  family  on  the? 
throne,  no  other  conftitution,  but 
certainly  wifhes  to  be  admitted, 
whenever  it  fhall  be  deemed  expe¬ 
dient,  to  a  full  fhare  in  the  benefits 
and  bleffings  of  that  happy  confti¬ 
tution  under  which  we  live — a 
participation  which,  I  truft,  wc 
have  and  fhall  continue  to  prove 
ourfelves  not  undefer ving  of.  Ca¬ 
tholic  loyalty  and  allegiance,  I 
need  not  tell  your  lordfhip,  would 
oblige  every  one  of  that  perfuafion 
to  refill;  or  repel  even  the  head  of 
the  fee  of  Rome,  were  it  poffible  to 
fuppofe  that  the  ufurper,  who  now 
difturbs  the  peace  of  the  world, 
would  fend  him  here  with  his  inva¬ 
ding  army.  My  Lord,  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  allegiance  is  perfectly  un- 
derftood,  and  unceafingly  preached 
by  the  Catholic  clergy,  I  have 
juft  feen  an  addrefs  in  the  newf- 
papers  from  Dr.  Coppinger  to  his 
flock  at  Cloyne,  in  which  Catholic 
principles  and  allegiance  are  much 
more  fully  explained  and  inculcated 
than  I  could  attempt  doing.  The 
late  exhortation  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Troy,  in  Dublin,  yourlordfhip  has 
probably  feen,  and  his  character  for 
diftinguifhed  loyalty  is  known  to 
every  one.  In  179 6,  when  Hoche’s 
fleet  were  in  Bantry  Bay,  the  Rev* 
Dr.  Moylan,  publifned  an  addrefs 
to  his  people  in  Cork,  for  which*, 
had  the  French  landed,  he  would 
undoubtedly  have  loft  his  head. . 
Surely,  my  lord,  folemn  pledges 
and  diftinguifhed  2&s  of  loyalty 
are  the  belt  proofs  that  can  be 
given.-— I  have,  my  lord,  taken 
the  liberty  of  ftati.no-  to  your  lord- 

J  ^  *  1  •  • 

fhip  what  I  confider  Catholic  prin¬ 
ciples  and  Catholic  conduft.  Stand- 
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ing  in  the  fit  nation  1  do,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  vindicate  the  (Catholics 
from  any  unfavourable  opinion  en¬ 
tertained.  That  your  lordfhip 
fhould  know  and  properly  appre- 
ciate  their  fentiments  and  conduct 
is  my  only  aim,  and  would  be,  I 
am  fare,  highly  gratifying  to 

them. - 1  beg  pardon  for  tref- 

paffing  fo  long  on  your  lordfhip  ; 
but  when  there  is  a  queftion  of  the 
conduct  and  opinions  of  fo  large  a 
portion  of  his  Majefty’s  nib  j  efts, 
at  a  time  that  every  man  is  want¬ 
ing  to  defend  the  empire,  you  will, 
I  truft,  excufe  me  5  and  I  think  I 
could  not  give  your  lordfhip  a  bet¬ 
ter  proof  that  I  fnall  endeavour  to 
merit  the  good  opinion  you  are  fo 
kind  as  to  entertain  of  me,  which 

I  hope  I  fnall  never  forfeit. - 

Sec.  Sec.  Sec . 

(Signed)  Fin  gall. 

Dublin ,  Aug.  21,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

Many  parts  of  your  lordfhip’s 
letter  have  given  me  much  pain. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  your  lord- 
fhip  has  every  feeling  of  Chriftian 
charity  towards  thofe  who  differ 
from  you  in  religious  opinion ; 
but  I  have  daily  experience,  that 
the  fame  charity  does  not  prevail 
amongft:  a  great  many  who  pro- 
fefs  to  be  of  the  fame  religious  per- 
fuafion  as  your  lordfhip.  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  want  of 
true  Chriftian  charity,  one  to¬ 
wards  the  other,  has  been  the  real 
caufe  of  all  the  unfortunate  events 
which  have  of  late  difgraced  this 
country  ;  and  I  think  it  the  duty 
of  every  man,  however  he  may 
differ  in  points  of  faith  from 
others,  to  endeavour  to  imprefs 
the  great,  dodfrine  of  Chriftian 
charity  on  the  minds  of  all,  as  the 


only  means  of  reftoring  peace  to 
this  diftrafted  country.  Your 
lordfhip  feems  to  imagine,  that 
thofe  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  who 
adhere  in  matters  of  faith  to  the 
doftrines  of  the  See  of  Rome,  are 
difpofed  to  difeontent ;  becaufe,  as 
your  lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  exprefs 
yourfelf,  they  are  not  admitted  to 
a  full  fhare  of  the  benefits  and 
bleffings  of  the  happy  conftitution 
und,er  which  they  live.  If  your 
lordfhip  means  they  are  difeon- 
tented  becaufe  they  are  not  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  members  of  either 
houfe  of  Parliament ;  or  to  hold 
certain  great  offices ;  or  becaufe 
they  are  excluded  from  the  throne  ; 
I  muft  confefs,  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
in  Ireland,  amongft  whom  the 
ferment  principally  prevails,  have 
any  anxiety  on  the  fuhjed:,  except 
as  it  may  be  raifed  in  their  minds 
by  others ;  and  your  lordfhip 
muft  allow  that  no  difturbances, 
of  the  fame  defeript ion,  are  excited 
amongft  the  Quakers,  who  certainly 
are  liable  to  more  difabilities,  for 
confcience  fake,  than  thofe  of 
which  your  lordfhip  complains.  I 
am  afraid,  or  rather  I  am  per¬ 
fuaded,  that  the  difference  arifes 
from  the  different  temper  given  to 
their  minds  by  their  religious  in- 
ftruftors  :  that  the  Quaker  is 
taught  to  live  in  charity  with  all 
men,  whilft  thofe  who  follow  the 
See  of  Rome  are  unfortunately 
taught  a  very  confined  charity, 
being  told  they  are  exclufively 
members  of  the  church  of  Chrift  : 
and  thofe  whofe  minds  have  not 
been  enlarged  by  education  or  ha¬ 
bit,  feel  it  difficult  to  conceive 
how  thofe  whom  they  are  taught 
to  conftder  as  not  members  of  the 
*  L  2  church. 
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church,  can  be  deemed  Chriftians; 
and  accordingly,  your  lordfhip  will 
find,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  heathen  is  applied  by 
thofe  to  every  Proteftant.  If 
thofe  who  are  eonfidered  as  holding 
a  higher  rank  in  the  pried  hood 
ufed  their  influence  to  correft  this 
impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the 
lower  orders,  we  might  hope,  that 
Of  degrees  they  might  be  taught 
to  eonfider  all  who  believe  in 
Chrift  as  their  Redeemer,  though 
not  adhering  to  the  See  of  Rome, 
as  their  brethren  in  Chrifl  ;  but 
unfortunately  that  is  not  the  cafe. 
Dr.  Troy,  in  his  paftoral  inftruc- 
tion  on  the  duties  of  Chriftian  citi¬ 
zens,  publifhed  in  1793,  holds  up 
high  the  excluflve  do&rine  ;  -which 
thofe  who  think  humility  a  Chrif¬ 
tian  virtue,  in  all  refpefts  moft  be¬ 
coming  fo  weak  and  fallible  a  crea¬ 
ture  as  man,  cannot  but  eonfider 
as  favouring  of  prefumption.  Dr. 
Hufley,  in  his  pafloral  letter,  pub- 
lifned  in  1797,  expreffes  himfelf  in 
a  ftronger  language  ;  and,  indeed, 
it  is  difficult  for  a  loyal  fubjetfl  to 
read  that  publication,  without  feel¬ 
ing,  that,  efpecially  at  the  time  of 
Its  appearance,  it  could  not  tend  to 
produce  loyalty,  or  even  fubmiffion 
to  the  government  of  the  country, 
in  the  minds  of  thofe  to  whom  it 
was  addreffed.  Whilft  fuch  im- 
preflions,  fo  excited,  are  rankling 
in  the  minds  of  men,  very  little 
regard  can  be  paid  to  addrefles  of 
the  nature  to  which  your  lordfhip 
refers  me.  They  are  given  to  the 
winds,  as  long  as  the  priefts  of  the 
See  of  Rome  {hall  think  fit  to  hold 
up  to  their  flocks,  that  all  who  do 
not  yield  obedience  to  that  See,  are 
guilty  of  rebellion  againft  it ;  are 
not  to  be  eonfidered  as  members  of 
the  church  of  Chrifl  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  are  not,  (in  the  eyes  of  the 


vulgar  at  leaft)  to  be  eonfidered  as 
Chriftians.  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
that  thofe  who  liflen  to  their  doc¬ 
trines,  will  never  bear  Chriftian 
charity  towards  thofe  who  are  fo 
reprefented  ;  and  will  never  be 
loyal  and  dutiful  fubjefts  of  a  king, 
th  us  held  out-  to  them  as  himfelf  a 

rebel. - In  fine,  my  lord,  thofe 

who  clamour  for  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  (which  in  truth  they  have), 
mull  be  taught  to  allow  liberty  of 
confcience  to  others  ;  and  thofe 
who  defire  complete  participation, 
muft  treat  thofe  with  whom  they 
defire  to  participate,  as  brothers. 
Until,  therefore,  the  priefts  of  the 
Romifh  perfuafion  (hall  think  it 
their  duty  to  preach,  honeftly  and 
confcientioufiy,  the  great  doftrine 
of  univerfal  charity  in  Chrift  ;  un¬ 
til  they  (hall,  in  all  their  infrac¬ 
tions  to  thofe  under  their  care,  re- 
prefent,  honeftly  and  confcien¬ 
tioufiy,  all  who  fincerely  believe 
in  Chrift,  the  Redeemer  of  man¬ 
kind,  to  be  brethren  in  Chrift,  how¬ 
ever  miftaken  they  may  fuppofe 
any  of  them  to  be  in  certain  points 
of  faith ;  until  they  (hall  teach 
their  flocks  that  defiring  liberty  to 
think  for  themfclves,  they  ought 
alfo  to  permit  others  to  think  tor 
themfelves,  and  not  to  murder 
them  becaufe  they  differ  in  reli¬ 
gious  opinions ;  peace  never  can  be 
eftablifhed  in  the  land ;  and  the 
loyal  addrefles  of  Dr.  Troy  and 
Dr.  Coppinger,  will,  as  I  have 
before  faid,  be  given  to  the  winds. 
They  can  have  no  effeift ;  they 
may  indeed  reach  the  eyes  or  the 
ears,  but  never  will  enter  the 
hearts  of  thofe  to  whom  they  are 
addreffed.  There  are  parts  of  your 
letter  to  which  I  will  not  advert, 
becaufe  I  cannot  without  pain,  or 
without  giving  pain.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c,  Redespale. 

rfuguj} 
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Auguft  27,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

I  feel  indeed  much  concern  that 
any  part  of  the  letter  I  had  the 
honour  of  addrefling  to  your  lord- 
fhip,  fhould  have  given  you  pain. 
You  need  not,  I  hope,  my  lord, 
any  aflurance  that  nothing  could 
be  more  foreign  to  my  intentions. 
This  I  took  the  liberty  of  requeu¬ 
ing  Mr.  Wickham,  whom  I  had 
the  honour  of  feeing  this  morning, 
to  do  me  the  favour  of  mentioning 
to  your  lordfhip  on  the  earlieft  oc- 
cafion.  I  merely  ftated  toyourlord- 
fhip  what  my  own  feelings  were, 
and  what  I  have  always  found  to 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Catholics.  1 
do  not  apprehend,  that  inexpreffing 
any  further  wifh  of  the/  Catholic 
body,  which  it  is  impoftible  fhould 
not  be  entertained,  I  hinted  at  any 
difcontents ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
did  aflare,  and  do  now  allure  your 
lordfhip,  we  are  now  ready  to  make 
every  facrifice,  encounter  every 
danger,  for  the  defence  of  the  King 
and  Conftitution,  and  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  Peace.  Thofe 
who  are  moft  affeded  by  any  re¬ 
maining  reftridions,  it  is  well 
known,  have  neverexcited  clamour 
or  tumult ;  but  have  always  been 
foremoft  in  oppoftng  them.  I  can¬ 
not  attempt  to  vindicate  all  thofe 
who  have  at  different  times  ad- 
dreffed  the  Catholics  ;  but  the  late 
exhortations,  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
fay,  are  intended  and  calculated  to 
infpire  fentiments  of  loyalty,  obe¬ 
dience,  and  Chriftian  charity  :  and 
they  will,  1  truft,  have  that  effed. 
Such  have  been  the  inftrudions  I 
have  conftantly  heard  given  by  the 
Catholic  clergy  to  their  flocks. — • 
Nothing  to  excite  ill-will  or  dill  ike 
to  any  perfonon  account  of  his  reli¬ 
gious  belief,  but  the  moft  pcrfed 
brotherly  love  and  affection  to  all. 


Your  lordfhip  will,  I  hope,  allow 
me  to  repeat  my  regret  that  any 
thing  I  have  written  fhould  have 
given  you  pain,  or  me  reafon  to 
feel  it,  which  I  fhould  in  a  very 
high  degree  indeed,  if  I  was  con- 
fcious  of  having  intentionally  ad¬ 
vanced  any  thing  that  would  ap¬ 
pear  improper  or  unreafonable  to 
your  lordfhip. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Fingall. 

Dublin ,  28 th  Aug.  1803. 

My  Lord, 

The  higheftrefped  and  efteem  I 
bear  for  your  lordfhip,  whofe  loy¬ 
alty  and  humanity  have  been  at  all 
times  confpicuous,  and  the  manner 
in  which  your  lordfhip,  in  the  let¬ 
ter  with  which  I  was  honoured 
yefterday,  has  expreftedyour  regret 
that  any  part  of  your  former  letter 
fhould  have  given  me  pain,  com¬ 
pels  me  again  to  trouble  your  lord- 
ftiip  with  a  few  words.  The  pain 
I  felt  arofe  from  an  apprehenfion 
that  I  could  not  hope  for  fuch  a 
change  in  the  fentiments  of  thofe  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  who  ad¬ 
here  to  the  See  of  Rome,  to¬ 
wards  thofe  who  refufe  obedi¬ 
ence  to  it,  as  might  lead  to  their 
living  together  in  peace.  In 
fome  parts  of  Europe,  misfortune 
appears  to  have  produced  fo  much 
of  humility,  that  the  perfons,  who 
Lave  occupied  the  choice  of  that 
See,  have  been  inclined  to  bend  to¬ 
wards  countries  in  which  fome  of 
its  moft  important  pretenfions  have 
been  rejeded ;  and  in  this  ftate  of 
humiliation,  it  might  have  been 
hoped  that  a  fenfe  of  the  weaknefs 
and  imperfedions  0 §  man  might 
have  been  fo  far  felt,  as  to  lead  the 
adherents  to  that  See,  in  Ireland, 
no  longer  to  teach  their  followers  a 
*  L  3  dodrine 
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dodrine  fo  repugnant,  (as  it  appears 
to  me)  to  the  repofe  of  mankind, 
as  that  to  which  I  had  alluded  in 
my  letter.  I  conclude  from  your 
lordfhip’s  letter  to  me,  that  there 
is  no  perfon  amongft  the  adherents 
of  the  See  of  Rome,  in  Ireland, 
whofe  mind,  however  cultivated, 
however  liberal  in  other  refpeds, 
can  be  thought  to  cbnfider  any  per¬ 
sons  as  Chriftians,  who  refufe  obe~ 
dience  to  that  See.  I  conclude 
alfo,  that  the  priefts  of  that  per- 
fuafton  ft  ill  teach  their  flocks,  that 
all  who  refufe  obedience,  3 re  guilty 
of  a  wicked  rebellion  againft  di¬ 
vine  authority,  which  moft  pro¬ 
duce  their  eternal  damnation  in  the 
next  world,  and  render  them  ob¬ 
jects  of  horror  and  diflike  in  this. 
As  long  as  this  dodrine  (which, 
with  all  humility  I  fay  it,  appears 
to  me  to  be  repugnant; to  every 
idea  of  Chriftian  charity  taught  by 
the  Scriptures)  fLall  be  preached  to 
their  congregations  ;  and  until 
thole  congregations  (hall  be  taught 
that  Proteftants  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  although  in  their  opinion  in 
error  on  certain  points,  are  to  be 
conftdered  as  members  of  the 
church  of  Chrift,  and  their  brethren 
in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  it  feems  to  me, 
that  there  can  be  no  hope  that  ex¬ 
hortations  to  loyalty  and  obedience 
to  a  proteftant  government  will  have 
any  effed.  Men  of  education  and 
property  may  feel  loyalty  and  obe¬ 
dience  to  fuch  a  government  to  be 
proper,  or  at  leaft  expedient ;  but 
preaching  to  men  of  lower  orders, 
and  efpecially  to  thofe  without 
property,  loyalty  and  obedience, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  cannot 
be  ftncere,  without  fuppofing  their 
minds  of  a  refinement  of  which 
they  are  utterly  incapable  :  and 
feems  therefore  to  me  to  be  either 


mockery  or  folly.  Perhaps  I  am  toe 
prefumptuous  in  forming  this  opi¬ 
nion,  but  it  feems  to  me  confirmed 
by  recent  events,  and  I  cannot 
otherwife  account  for  the  fa 61  ft 
generally  after  ted  by  the  priefts  oi 
the  Romifh  perfuafion,  that  during 
the  late-  rebellion,  their  exhorta. 
lions  to  loyalty  and  obedience  had 
no  effed.  I  find  it  alfo  confirmed 
by  the  circumftances,  that  thoft 
priefts  were,  I  prefume,  utterly  ig¬ 
norant  that  thofe  under  their  in- 
ftrudions  had  ever  conceived  in 
their  minds  the  horrid  purpofes 
which  they  manifefted  on  the  23d 
of  July,  and  which  perfons  came 
from  all  parts  of  Ireland  with  de- 
fign  to  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Redesd  ALE. 

Sept .  4,  1803, 

My  Lord, 

I  muft  beg  your  lordfhip  will  be 
kind  enough  to  excufe  my  not 
having  fooner  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  the  laft  letter  you  did 
me  the  honour  toaddrefs  me,  which 
has  been  occafioned  by  my  abfence 
from  town  for  fome  days  paft. 
Honoured  as  I  muft  feel  by  your 
lordfhip’s  correfpondence,  and  the 
expreffions  of  perfonal  regard  to¬ 
wards  me  contained  in  your  letters, 
I  am  the  more  anxious  to  imprefs 
your  lordfhip  with  that  favourable 
opinion  of  the  perfons  in  this  coun¬ 
try  who  profefs  the  fame  religious 
faith  I  do  myfelf,  which  it  has 
been  my  endeavour  toprove  to  your 
lordfhip  they  are  deferving  oft 
Nothing  but  my  wifh  to  procure 
for  them  an  objed  fo  defirable,  and 
my  high  refped  for  your  lordfhip^ 
would  have  induced  me  to  touch  at 
all  on  a  difeuflion  of  religious  ftib- 
jeds  ;  and  not  having  been,  I 
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fear,  fortunate  enough,  yet  tofatisfy 
your  lordfhip’s  mind,  as.  to  the 
objeftions  you  make  to  our  re¬ 
ligion,  I  fhould  he  glad,  with  your 
lordfhip’s  permiffion,  to  hate  them 
to  fome  of  our  fuperior  clergy, 
who  would,  I  am  pretty  certain, 
enable  me  to  convince  your  lard- 
fhip,  that  our  religious  doctrine 
preaches  charity  and  brotherly  love 
to  all  mankind,  without  diftinftion 
of  religion  ;  true  and  fincere  alle¬ 
giance  to  our  good  king;  inviola¬ 
ble  attachment  to  the  conftitution 
and  our  country  ;  from  an  honeft 
and  confcientious  conviftion  that 
fuch  is  the  duty  of  a  good  fubjeft, 
and  a  good  catholic,  be  the  religion 
of  the  Monarch  what  it  may.  For 
my  own  part,  my  lord,  I  cannot 
attribute  the  unfortunate  fituation 
of  this  country  to  any  thing  con- 
nefted  with  matters  of  religious 
faith  ;  jacobinifm,  and  French 
principles  and  politics,,  the  want  of 
morality,  and  the  depraved  ftate  of 
the  human  mind,  are,  I  conceive, 
the  fources  of  our  misfortunes ; 
religion  may  have  been  made  a  tool 
by  wicked  and  defigning  people  : 
this  lias  often  happened  in  every 
country,  and  is  eafily  effected  when 
religious  differences  exift.  rl  he 
diftrafted  and  melancholy  Hate  we 
are  in,  every  body  muft  lament ; 
how  it  is  to  be  mended,  is  a  matter 
for  the  llatefman ;  and  furely  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  an  objeft 
more  worthy  of  your  lordfhip’s 
high  talents  and  abilities. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Fingall. 

Sept,  6,  18030 

My  Lord, 

I  find  myfelf  as  little  qualified 
as  your  lordfhip  reprefents  your- 
fielf  to  be,  to  difeufs  with  the  per- 


fens  to  whom  you  refer  me  the 
points  you  mention.  I  can  only 
fay,  that  the  impreffion  made  on 
the  minds  of  thofe  of  the  lower 
orders,  certainly  does  not  corres¬ 
pond  with  the  doftrines  which  your 
Iordlhip  reprefents  to  be  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  religion  you  profefs. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  your  lord- 
lb  ip  heartily  and  confident  loufly 
embraces  and  afts  upon  thofe  doc¬ 
trines  ;  the  whole  tenor  of  your 
life  fhews  that  you  have  done  fo ; 
but  the  whole  tenor  of  the  conduit 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  of 
the  Romifh  perfuafibn,  (hews,  that 
fuch  doftrines  are  not  effeftually 
taught  to  them  ;  and  if  I  am  to 
judge  from  the  writings,  as  well  as 
the  conduct  ©f  fome  of  the  higher 
orders  of  the  laity,  as  well  as  of 
the  clergy,  I  cannot  believe  that 
they  are  thoroughly  imprelfed  with 
the  feelings  which  appear  to  guide 
your  lordfhip’s  liberal  and  benefi¬ 
cent  mind.  On  the  contrary,  in 
many  inftances  it  appears  to  me, 
that  the  conduft  of  fome  high 
amongft  the  prieflhood,  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  excite  in  the  minds  of 
thofe  under  their  care,  hatred  to 
their  proteftant  fellow-fubjefts, 
and  difloyalty  to  their  government. 

1  am  allured,  from  very  high  and 
very  refpeftable  authority,  that 
(at  leaft  in  one  dillrift)  the  priefls 
who  were  inllrumental  in  faying 
the  lives  of  the  loyalifts  in  the  late 
rebellion,  are  univerfally  difeoun- 
tenanced  by  their  fuperiors ;  and 
that  a  priefl  proved  to  have  been 
guilty  of  fanclioning  the  mur¬ 
derers  in  1798,  tranfported  to 
Botany  Bay,  and  fince  pardoned 
by  the  mercy  of  government,  has 
been  brought  back  in  triumph  by 
the  fame  fuperior,  to  what,  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  law*  he  calls  his  parifh, 
#  L  4  and 
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and  there  placed  as  a  martyr,  in  a 
manner  the  moil  infulting  to  the 
feelings  of  the  Proteftants ;  to  the 
jufticeof  the  country  ;  and  to  that 
government,  to  vyhofe  lenity  he  owes 
his  redemption  from  the  punifhment 
due  to  his  crimes.— -It  is  drongly 
reported,  that  the  fucceffor  to  Dr. 
Huffey  (vvhofe  difaffeftion  was  fo 
manifed,  that  perhaps  government 
confulted  its  difpofition  to  lenity 
much  more  than  its  duty,  when  it 
permitted  him  to  return  to  Ireland) 
is  to  be  a  man  alfo  notorioudy  dif- 
affedted.  If  the  appointment  is  to 
be  made  in  the  ufual  manner  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  higher 
©rderofyour  clergy,  I  cannot  think 
that  much  of  loyalty  is  to  be  expell¬ 
ed  frott)  thofe  who  recommend  fuch 
a  man.  If  the  authority  of  the  See 
<of  Rome  fuperfedes  the  ordinary 
recommendation,  it  mud  be  recol¬ 
lected  that  that  authority  is  now- 
in  the  hands  of  France  ;  indeed  it 
cannot  be  forgotten,  that  your 
whole  priedhpod  acknowledge  obe¬ 
dience  to  one  who  is  the  vaffal  of 
France,  who  exifts  as  a  temporal 
prince  at  lead  pnly  by  the  permif- 
iion  oi  France,  the  avowed  enemy 
of  the  government  under  which 
we  live  ;  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  it  cannot  be  believed,  that 
any  honed  and  confeientious  means 
bare  been  or  will  be  taken  by  the 
pieds  of  the  Romifh  perfuafion  to 
make  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  compoling  their  congregations, 
loyal"  fubjefts  of  the  Protedant  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country. 

I  have  tjie  honour  to  be,  See. 

Redesd  ALE. 

INTERCEPTED  LETTERS. 

[On  board  the  Englifh  Ead- 
^ip,  called  the  Admiral  AL 

§ 


pin,  lately  captured  by  the  French, 
were  found  eighty-four  letters  from 
perfons  in  this  country  to  perfons 
in  India,  the  fhip  being  bound  to 
Madras.  Amongd  thofe  letters 
which  have  been  publifhed  by  the 
French,  the  two  following  are 
worthy  of  notice  ;  one  from  Lord 
Grenville  to  the  Governor-Gene¬ 
ral,  the  Marquis  Welledey ;  and 
the  other  to  the  fame  perform 
from  his  brother,  Mr.  Henry  Wei- 
lefley.  It  mud  be  obferved  that 
thefe  letters  have  undergone  a 
double  trandation,  The  manner 
mud  have  differed,  and  perhaps  the 
matter.] 

Letter  from  Lord  Grenville  to  the 
Marquis  of  W die  fey ,  dated  July 
12,  1803. 

My  Dear  Wellesley, 
Two  days  ago  I  received  your 
letter  of  the  16th  February,  and 
I  now  reply  to  it,  though  I  am  not 
entirely  certain,  when  I  fhall  have 
an  opportunity  of  tranfmitting  to 
you  my  anfwer.  In  regard  to 
your  day  in  India,  this  quedion 
has  been  long  ago  decided ;  and  fo 
great  is  the  didance  which  feparates 
us,  that  before  this  can  reach  you, 
the  time  bxed  for  your  departure 
will  have  arrived.  I  am  not  cer¬ 
tain  whether  the  event  of  the  war 
which  our  wife  miniders  have  at 
lad  declared,  may  not  have  in¬ 
duced  them  to  beg  you  to  continue 
your  day  in  India  fome  time  longer. 
No  one  was  better  able  than  they 
to  appreciate  the  certainty  of  this 
event,  fo  that  we  ought  to  fuppofe 
they  have  taken  all  thofe  meafures 
which  the  moment  required ;  but 
every  thing,  however,  fhews  that 
they  were  taken  as  much  unawares 
as  if  that  event  had  been  little  ex¬ 
pelled.  It  is  pcnfequently  not 
improbable,  that  when  they  found 

war 
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war  unavoidable,  that  is  to  fay,  on 
the  day  when  they  declared  it,  they 
may  have  difpatched  orders  to  you 
to  remain  in  India.  But  as  I  am 
entirely  ignorant  on  this  fubjed, 

I  cannot  reafon  on  it.  Should  this 
not  be  the  cafe,  I  hope  nothing 
will  prevent  me  from  having  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  you  next  year, 
fuppofing  at  that  period  that  you 
have  {till  a  country  to  revifit. — 
When  I  make  ufe  of  this  expreflion, 
do  not  imagine  that  my  diffatis- 
fadion  with  the  conduct  of  the 
government  has  made  any  change 
refpeding  the  means  and  refources 
of  this  country  ;  I  have  never  been 
among  the  number  of  growlers 
(aboyeurs )  on  this  fubjed.  It  is 
not  fo  much  opinion  (if  I  do  not 
deceive  myfelf ),  as  a  perfed;  know¬ 
ledge  equivalent  to  a  certainty, 
-which  induces  me  to  fay  that  the 
country  poffeffes  not  only  abundant 
and  ample  means  of  defence,  but 
means  fufficient  to  make  our  enemy 
repent  of  his  hoftile  conduct,  and 
to  force  him  to  fear,  and  confe- 
quently  to  refped  us.  But  hitherto 
there  has  been  fo  much  indecifion, 
timidity,  and  flownefs  in  all  the 
meafures  taken  to  obtain  refources, 
and  all  our  courage  at  this  moment 
exhibits  fo  much  the  impreffion  of 
fear,  that  I  cannot  have  the  fatis- 
fadion  of  being  warranted  in  doing 
juftice  under  that  point  of  view  to 
the  talents  which  have  been  called 
into  adion,  and  to  the  difpofitions 

which  have  been  made. - My 

plan  of  political  conduct,  as  you 
muff  have  feen,  differs  more  and 
more  from  that  of  government.  In 
regard  to  the  opinion  I  expreffed 
on  the  peace,  I  have  the  fat  is  fac¬ 
tion  to  find  that  juft  ice  is  done  to 
jme  in  all  countries.  Not  only 
have  fubfequent  events  proved 


that  the  fmall  body  with  whom  I 
adled  in  concert  on  this  occafion, 
were  compofed  of  the  only  perfons 
who  then  knew  how  to  appreciate 
this  meafure  and  its  confequences  ; 
but  it  has  been  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  we  rightly  forefaw 
what  would  take  place.  All  the 
infamous  calumnies  of  government 
have  fallen  with  double  force  on 
their  own  heads.  In  every  thing  I 
have  fince  done,  and  in  every  thing 
I  have  abftained  from  doing,  you 
will,  I  hope,  perceive  thofe  fenti- 
ments,  and  thofe  principles,  from 
which  no  opinion,  however  unfa¬ 
vourable  it  may  be  to  the  per- 
fonal  condud  of  any  individual, 

fhall  never  make  me  deviate. - - 

Had  I  been  certain  of  an  opportu¬ 
nity,  I  thould  have  written  you  a 
detail  of  what  has  taken  place  fince 
April  laft,  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
jeded  change  in  the  government, 
and  would  have  explained  to  you, 
(as  far  as  I  had  been  able  to  under- 
ftand)  the  bafts  of  the  cond  idl 
which  Pitt  has  fince  obferved. 
gives  me  great  pleafure  to  fee, 
that  while  my  quarrel  with  Ad¬ 
dington  becomes  every  dzy  more 
ferious,  all  the  motives  wo  ch 
made  Pitt  and  me  differ  in  op  on 
and  condud  daily  de<  -Ve 

have  not  yet  been  a  e  .  mi- 
late  completely  ouv  of  po¬ 
litical  condud.  O  '  t,  in¬ 
deed,  in  one  eflenti  ew, 

is  entirely  different  >  ga  he 

did  not  recomm  ngton  to 

his  prefent  einpl  d,  in¬ 
deed,  who  is  the  )ws  him 

would  have  o.\  o  never- 

tlielefs  gave  1  portion 

of  influence  to  n  my 

opinion  vv«v  '  oo  e  d  me 

to  grant,  of  the 

new  aJ;iy  advifed 
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their  meafures  a  long  time  after  I 
had  ceafed  to  have  any  intercourfe 
with  them,  and  he  approved  of 
them  in  different  points,  which 
appeared  to  me  the  moft  criminal, 
and  which  were  indeed  fo,  as  proved 
by  the  event.  He  is  confequently 
more  hampered  in  his  condud  than 
I  am,  and  he  does  not  at  prefect 
enjoy  the  ineftimable  advantage 
which  I  poffefs,  of  never  having 
concealed  nor  compromifed  my 
opinion,  in  regard  to  matters  of 
fo  much  political  importance  ;  but, 
I  believe  that  his  ideas  on  their 
political  condud  are  not  much 
different  from  mine,  if  they  differ 
at  all,  and  to  all  this  muff  be  add¬ 
ed  a  reientment  juftly  merited 
from  the  perfonai  con  chi  6!  of  Mr. 
Addington  towards  him.  He 
does  not  endeavour  to  conceal 
his  fentiments.  If  he  has  written 
to  you  (which  he  certainly  muft 
have  done  had  he  not  contraded 
the  bad  habit  ot  never  writing 
to  any  one)  he  muft  have  expreffed 
to  you,  I  am  perfuaded,  all  thefe 
ientiments  without  referve  ;  and  it 
is  under  this  perfuafion,  that  I  en¬ 
large  fo  much  to  you  on  his  opi¬ 
nions.  The  meafure  indeed,  which 
he  has  lately  adopted  (I  allude  to 
his  motion  of  adjournment,  or  his 
vote  of  cenfure,  ill-judged  in  it- 
felf,  as  I  think  it  was,  and  unfor¬ 
tunate  in  its  refult,  fince  it  leffened 
his  public  influence),  has  at  lead 
the  merit  of  expreffmg,  in  an  un¬ 
equivocal  manner,  his  difappro- 
bation  of  the  conduct  of  govern¬ 
ment. - 1  will  not  hazard  a  con¬ 

jecture  in  regard  to  the  new  events 
which  may  take  place  before  your 
arrival,  and  the  only  advice  Iwifli 
to  give  you  is,  what  I  have  more 
than  once  fuggefted,  not  to  engage 
for  any  thing  until  you  return,  but 
to  retain  the  liberty  of  ading  ac¬ 


cording  to  fuch  motives  as  youi 
fhall  judge  proper  to  dired  your 
condud  when  you  are  on  the  fpot, 
and  according  as  the  different  re¬ 
lations  between  perfons  at  the  head 
of  affairs  in  the  different  fubdi- 
vifions  of  parties  fhall  have  enabled 
you  to  judge  what  fuits  you  beft. 
In  regard  to  the  idea  thrown  out 
in  the  extrad  .  you  have  fent  me 
from  your  letter  -to  Mr.  Adding, 
ton,,  you  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to 
confider  it  only  as  one  of  thofe 
remote  events  which  may  take 
place.  As  for  eternal  enmity,  I 
detefl  the  idea  ;  and,  if  I  have  an 
eternal  enmity,  it  is  againft  the 
partizans  of  a  principle  fo  deteft- 
abie.  But  much  is  due  to  public 
opinion,  as  well  as,  to  the  perfonai 
fituation  and  charader  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  which  ought  to  be  refped- 
ed  long  after  they  have  ceafed  to 
have  refentment,  or  to  take  plea- 
iure  in  giving  proofs  of  it ;  and 
nothing  appears  to  me  lefs  pro¬ 
bable,  than  to  fee  Pitt  and  me  at 
any  near  period  (I  believe  1  may 
fay  at  no  period  of  our  lives)  re¬ 
conciled,  and  difpofed  to  eilabliih 
with  Addington  relations  of  con¬ 
fidence  and  friendihip.  The  pa¬ 
pers,  if  you  have  them,  will  in¬ 
form  you,  that  all  our  converfation 
at  prelent  turns  on  invafion,  and 
that  we  at  length  begin  to  take 
meafures  for  enabling  us  to  face 
our  enemies,  if  they  fhould  be  able 
to  efled  a  landing,  which,  though 
very  improbable,  is  not  certainly 
in  any  manner  impoffible.  To 
fpeak  of  conquering  or  fuhjugating 
ten  or  twelve  millions  of  men,  if 
prepared  for  battle,  and  direded 
by  a  government  defirous  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  animating  their  efforts, 
would  be  completely  ridiculous. 
But  experience  has  fhewn,  that  the 
number  of  inhabitants  alone,  and 
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even  advantage  of  local  fituation, 
are  nothing,  if  the  direction  of 
the  defence  remains  in  the  hands 
of  men  diftinguifhed  only  by  their 
imbecillity  and  weaknefs.  In 
Holland  even,  and  ft  ill  more  in 
Germany,  Italy,  and  Swifferland, 
the  countries  were  given  up,  not 
by  the  inhabitants,  but  by  the 
weaknefs  of  their  governments  ; 
and,  in  like  manner,  if  in  this 
ifland,  or  in  Ireland,  we  fhould 
experience  any  confiderable  check, 
we  fhall  owe  it  not  to  the  timidity 
or  ignorance  of  the  nation,  but 
folely  to  thofe  of  government.  You 
inuft  be  already  enabled  to  judge 
how  far  thefe  qualities  exift  in  the 
prefen t  government,  if  (as  I  fup- 
pofe)  you  have,  before  you  receive 
this  letter,  read  the  correfpondence 
of  Lord  Hawkelbury  with  Otto 
and  Lord  Whitworth,  and  com¬ 
pared  the  dates  of  the  different 
counter-orders  in  regard  to  the 
Cape,  during  the  courfe  of  our 
communications  with  France.  It 
would  be  fuperfluous  to  add  to  the 
length  of  this  letter,  by  expatiat¬ 
ing  on  the  pleafure  which  I  expe¬ 
rienced  on  finding  in  your  letter 
thofe  expreftions  oF  friendftiip  which 
revive  our  old  and  continual  inti¬ 
macy.  I  never  did  more  for  you 
than  you  would  have  done  for 
me  on  a  like  occafion ;  and  if 
the  intrigue  planned  againft  you 
is  totally  without  effeft,  and 
your  meafures  are  jollified  before 
they  have  been  condemned,  I 
cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  having 
contributed  to  this  refult  by  my 
efforts,  but  you  may,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  confider  the  affair  as  termi¬ 
nated.  It  does  not  appear  that  a 
Angle  word  of  it  was  mentioned  in 
Parliament  before  Chriftmas,  and 
I  really  believe  that  you  have  no¬ 


thing  to  fear.  The  only  thing  to 
be  apprehended  on  this  fubjeH, 
can  be  only  the  pain  and  difagree- 
ablenefs  of  a  conteft  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  nature. 

,*  “S 

Letter  rom  Air.  Henry  Wellejley  to 

Marquis  Wellejley ,  his  Brother « 

Dated  London ,  July  28,  1803. 

My  Dear  Mornington, 

I  have  juft  learnt  from  Lady 
Wellelley,  that  an  overland  dif- 
patch  will  be  fent  off  on  the  28th, 
and  I  hope  this  letter  will  reach 
youimtimeto  enable  you  to  make 
preparations  for  quitting  India  in 
January  next.  I  (hall  now  com¬ 
municate  to  you,  as  fhortly  as  pof~ 
ftble,  every  thing  that  has  taken 
palce,  in  regard  to  India,  fince  my 
arrival,  and  then  you  will  be  en¬ 
abled  to  judge  what  degree  of 
fupporc  you  have  to  expeCl  from 
the  prefent  minifters,  and  whether 
the  board  of  Control  has  not  been 
aflually  transferred  from  the  Coun¬ 
cil  to  the  Court  of  DireHors.  I 
arrived  in  London  in  June,  and 
immediately  waited  on  Lord  Caff 
tlereagh,  who  received  me  with' 
the  greateft  politenefs.  He  fpoke 
of  you  in  the  moft  favourable 
terms.  He  approved  of  all  your 
meafures,  but  at  the  fame  time,  it 
is  perfeHIy  evident  that  he  cannot 
obtain  what  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors  has  refolved  not  to  grant.  He 
fpoke  a  great  deal  of  the  college, 
and  appeared  to  be  fully  convinced 
of  the  importance  as  well  as  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  the  inftitution.  He  be¬ 
lieved  he  fhould  be  able,  he  faid, 
to  make  the  Directors  confent  to 
its  continuance  according  to  your 
plan,  with  fome  modifications, 
which  you  would  not  think  of 
much  confequence.  He  told  me 
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that  the  Directors  had  written  to 
him  on  this  and  on  other  fubjeCts, 
feveral  cooi  letters,  and  that  n6- 
thing  could  be  more  difagreeable 
than  the  fituation  in  which  he  was 
placed.  I  told  Lord  Caftlereagh 
that  on  this  occafion  the  Court  of 
Directors  had  decidedly  broken 
their  word,  for  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  conditions  on  which  you  was 
to  remain  ftill  a  year  longer  in  In¬ 
dia,  was,  that  they  fhould  not  at 
all  interfere  in  your  nominations  ; 
that  they  had  difplaced  a  man  who 
had  pa  (Ted  through  all  the  inferior 
ranks  in  the  fervice  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  I  then  told  him  that  your 
health  was  very  good,  and  that 
there  was  no  facrifice  you  was 
not  ready  to  make  for  the  public 
fervice;  but  that  I  thought  it  im- 
poflible  you  could  remain  in  India 
beyond  January  next,  unlefs  you 
were  ftrongly  folicited  on  that 
fubjeCl  by  his  Majefty’s  minifters, 
and  by  the  Court  of  Directors. 
That  in  regard  to  his  Majefty’s 
minifters,  I  thought  they  were  of 
opinion  that  your  ftay  in  India 
was  a  thing  very  delirable  under 
many  points  of  view  ;  and  that,  in 
regard  to  the  Court  of  Directors, 
they  ought  to  know  whether  they 
wifhed  for  it  or  not.  He  made  no 
reply  to  the  firft  point.  In  regard 
to  the  fecond  he  was  very  explicit, 
for  he  told  me  that  the  Court  of 
Directors  had  been  fo  incenfed  on 
account  of  the  opinions  which  you 
had  manifefted  in  forrie  of  your  dis¬ 
patches,  (which  proves  that  they 
have  not  the  leaft  idea  of  the  true 
interefts  of  India,  and  that  in  this 
refpedt  they  are  obftinate  fools, )  that 
he  was  perfuaded  they  would  rather 
with  to  fee  you  reftgn,  though  it 
was  impoflible  for  them  not  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  your  ftay  in  In¬ 
dia  might  be  very  ufeful  to  the 


public  intereft.  In  another  con¬ 
versation  I  had  with  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh,  he  fpoke  a  great  deal  of  the 
Mahratta  regociations,  and  I  fuc- 
ceeded  in  convincing  him  of  tho 
juftnefs  of  your  meafures  at  Poonah, 
and  of  the  great  advantages  that 
muft  refult  from  them,  if  we 
fhould  eftablifh  our  influence  m 
that  court.  He  again  alked  me, 
if  you  had  come  to  a  fixed  determi¬ 
nation  in  regard  to  the  period  of 
your  return  to  England  ?  I  repeat¬ 
ed  what  I  had  laid  to  him  on  an¬ 
other  occafion,  to  which  he  made 
no  reply.  He  fpoke  to  me  of  the 
nomination  of  Barlow,  and  afked 
me  if  I  thought,  you  would  ap¬ 
prove  of  it  ?  I  told  him  that  you 
had  the  beft  opinion  of  Bar- 
low  ;  but,  that  you  thought  no 
fervant  of  the  company  ought  to 
fucceed  to  the  Governor-General- 
fhip.  I  told  him  alfo  that  the  new 
nomination  was  ufelefs,  as  Barlow 
had  been  previoufly  deftined  to 
fucceed  you  provifionally,  and  that 
it  was  better  to  wait  for  your  re¬ 
turn  before  any  perfon  was  prefent- 
ed  for  this  new  nomination.  In  my 
opinion  there  is  a  certain  fecret  in¬ 
trigue,  in  regard  to  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Barlow,  and  it  is  this. — 
When  the  minifters  propofed  Lord 
Wm.  Bentinck  for  Madras,  the 
Court  of  Directors  made  the  moft 
formal  objections  to  that  nomina¬ 
tion  ;  but  they  were  at  length 
obliged  to  yield,  confoling  them- 
felves  with  the  idea  that  one  of 
their  own  fervants  would  be  ap¬ 
pointed  Governor-General. - 1 

faw  Addington  at  a  dinner  given 
by  Lord  Caftlereagh.  He  fpoke 
to  me  of  you  in  the  moft 
affectionate  terms.  He  fpoke 
to  me  alfo  of  the  nomination  of 
Barlow,  as  a  meafure  that  ought  to 
be  very  agreeable  to  you.  The 
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refult  of  my  converfations  with 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  has  convinced 
me  that  minifters  feel  the  im¬ 
portance  of  your  continuance  in 
India,  and  that  they  are  very 
deftrous  you  fhould  remain  there, 
but  they  are  not  fufficiently  ftrong 
to  conteft  that  point  with  the 
Court  of  Direftors,  who  are 
equally  determined  to  force  you  to 
return.  I  think  they  might  make 
new  and  fuccefsful  attempts  to  in¬ 
duce  the  Court  of  Directors  to 
folicit  the  prolongation  of  your 
ftay,  but  after  having  feen  them 
recently  violate  the  engagement 
they  entered  into,  not  to  interfere 
in  any  of  your  nominations,  }t 
would  neither  be  prudent  nor  dig¬ 
nified,  to  take  any  flep  which 
might  give  reafon  to  fufpeCl  that 
you  wifhed  to  remain  in  India,  or 
that  any  other  motive  but  a  full 
perfuafion  that  it  is  only  for  the 
public  good  could  induce  you  to 
remain  an  hour  longer  than  the  pe¬ 
riod  you  had  fixed  for  your  return. 
I  received  from  the  prefident  a 
civil  but  a  very  cool  reception. 
He  fpoke  to  me  of  ameliorations  in 
commerce,  but  did  not  fay  a  word 
of  my  perfonal  fervices.  Hefeemed 
difpofed  to  find  fome  fault  in  every 
thing  that  we  did  at  Poonah,  and 
we  fepara ted,  after  a  converfation 
of  ten  minutes,  with  his  telling  me 
that  he  had  fo  much  bufinefs,  that 
he  had  not  had  time  to  read  the 
difpatches  (though  they  had  been 
five  days  at  the  India  Houfe),  but 
that  he  hoped  to  have  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  talking  with  me  on 
the  affairs  of  India.  I  have  not 
feen  him  fince,  (though  I  remained 
a  fortnight  at  London  to  have  an 
opportunity)  and  the  Court  had 
not  even  the  civility  to  afk  me  to 
one  of  the  dinners  which  are  given 


every  Wednefday.  I  have  fince 
been  obliged  to  return  to  Chefler 
Houfe  on  account  of  my  health, 
which  is  Hill  very  bad.  Another 
motive  which  induces  me  to  wifh 
for  your  return,  is  the  fituation  of 
the  different  parties  in  England.  I. 
fuppofe  you  have  received  a  letter 
on  this  fubjeft  from  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  ;  but  I  will  tell  you  every 
thing  I  know,  and  what  I  had  in 
part  from  an  intimate  friend  of 
Pitt.  It  appears  that  Addington 
propofed,  fome  weeks  ago,  to  Pitt 
to  join  the  miniftry,  on  certain 
conditions.  Pitt,  on  this  over¬ 
ture  of  Addington,  began  a  nego¬ 
tiation  with  him  ;  explained  the 
conditions  on  which  he  wifhed  to 
form  part  of  the  miniftry  :  declared 
that  he  would  not  infift  upon  the 
introduction  of  any  perfon  to  whom 
the  king  might  have  any  objec¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  he  would  infift  on 
the  whole  affair  being  kept  fecret 
until  it  was  totally  arranged  ;  and 
that,  at  the  fame  time,  he  would 
referve  to  himfelf  the  power  of 
withdrawing  from  the  negotiation, 
fhould  it  be  conceived  that  his  fer¬ 
vices  could  not  he  ufeful  to  the 
public.  On  thefe  conditions  he 
gave  the  outlines  of  his  plan  to 
Addington,  mentioned  feveral  per- 
fons  whom  he  wifhed  to  propofe, 
among  whom  was  Lord  Grenville; 
If  ill,  however,  continuing  to  de¬ 
clare  that  he  would  not  introduce 
any  perfon  in  oppofition  to  the 
king,  but  that  he  would  referve 
to  himfelf  the  power  of  retiring. 
Addington  propofed  this  plan  to 
his  colleagues,  who  rejected  it* 
and  the  negotiation  was  broken  off. 
At  prefent  all  Addington’s  friends 
declare  that  Pitt  refufed  to  join 
the  miniftry,  becaufe  he  wifhed 
they  would  allow  him  to  introduce 
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Grenville,  & c.  Pitt,  as  you  mull 
have  feen,  has  fince  oppofed  Ad¬ 
dington  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  they  are  no  longer  on  fpeaking 
terms.  Lord  Grenville  (who  is 
the  organ  of  Canning)  told  me  that 
Pitt  has  fuch  a  contempt  for  Ad¬ 
dington,  that  he  would  not  at  pre- 
fent  a£t  with  him  on  any  conditions 
whatever.  At  the  fame  time,  Pitt 
daily  oppofes  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  the  Defence  Bill,  as  a  coun- 
fellor  would  do,  and  by  the  means 
which  he  employs,  he  has  rendered 
it  fit  for  anfwering  the  propofed 
end,  which  it  never  otherwife 
would  have  done.  On  one  occafion 
he  divided  the  Houfe,  and,  to  the 
•aftonifhment  of  every  body,  his 
divifion  was  under  fifty.  I  never- 
thelefs  think,  as  many  others  do, 
that  it  is  impoftible  things  fhould 
long  remain  on  their  prefent  foot¬ 
ing,  and  I  believe  that  Pitt  will 
return  to  office  in  the  courfe  of  a 
year.  This  makes  me  wifh  that 
you  fhould  be  on  the  fpot,  to  form 
part  of  the  new  miniftry,  which 
would  then  be  excellent  if  Pitt 
were  at  the  head.  What  do  you 
think,  pray  ?  You  w'ould  be  able 
to  obtain  every  thing  you  wifh  in 
regard  to  India,  and  if  you  thought 
proper,  to  return  again  as  Gover¬ 
nor-General. — Auguft  5.  I  began 
this  letter  at  London,  but  having 
met  Lord  Caftlereagh,  he  told  me 
that  the  difpatches  would  not  be 
fent  off  before  ten  days.  Pole  had 
been  with  Addington  to  fpeak  to 
him  of  me,  and  he  has  promifed 
me  that  he  will  confult  Lord 
Caftlereagh  on  the  means  of  forc¬ 
ing  the  Directors  to  reward  me  for 
my  fervices  in  India.  I  however 
expeft  nothing  from  them, 

.  f 


Summary  of  the  Proces  Verbal  dra<wn 
up  at  Warfa^uj  of  the  Attempt  to 
poifon  Louis  XVIII.  and  his  Fa~ 
mily • 

u  A  perfon  named  Coulon,  a 
native  of  Lyons,  difclofed  to  the 
Baron  de  Milleville,  equerry  to 
the  Queen  of  France,  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  the  plot.  It  appeared  that 
he  kept  a  billiard  table  at  Warfaw, 
and  that  on  the  20th  of  July  two 
perfons  came  to.  his  room,  and  made 
many  inquiries  relative  to  the 
King,  and  his  own  fituation  ;  that 
the  following  day  they  returned, 
and  made  frefn  inquiries  refpefting 
Louis  XVIII.  They  wifhed,  they 
faid,  to  know  whether  his  Majefty 
went  out  often — by  what  number 
of  men  he  was  ufualiy  accompanied 
- — and  whether  his  attendants  were 
armed  ?  They  then  afked  Coulon 
whether  he  himfelf  was  in  debt, 
and  whether  he  would  not  be  glad 
to  find  an  opportunity  to  obtain 
immediately  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money  for  a  particular  fervice  ? 
Being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
they  obferved  to  him,  that  as  he 
was  known  to  the  perfons  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  houfehold  of  the  King, 
he  might  eafily  obtain  admiffion 
into  the  kitchen ;  and  if  he  con- 
fented  to  throw,  unperceived,  into 
the  boiler  a  little  parcel  which 
would  be  given  to  him,  his  fortune 
would  be  made ;  400  Iouis  d’ors 
would  be  given  to  him  in  the  firft 
inftance,  and  100  more  for  every 
individual  of  the  royal  family  who 
might  die  in  the  courfe  of  a  twelve- 
month.  On  the  following  day, 
after  many  viftts  from  them,  an¬ 
other  ruffian,  whom  Coulon  had 
not  before  feen,  called  on  him  in 
the  evening,  and  requefted  him  to 
take  a  walk  with  him,  in  order 
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that  they  might  fpeak  more  freely 
on  a  fubjeft  of  great  concern,  which 
had  been  mentioned  to  him  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day  :  in  the  courfe  of  their 
walk,  they  were  met  by  one  of  the 
two  who  had  hr  ft  opened  the  pro¬ 
ject.  They  enquired  whether  he 
was  decided  to  perpetrate  the  deed  ? 
Coulon  anfwered,  (  Yes;’  upon 
which  they  went  to  a  houfe,  where 
they  ordered  Champaign  wine,  and 
gave  him  additional  inftru&ions  re- 
fpe&ing  the  manner  of  executing 
the  plot,  advifing  him  to  drink 
with  the  cook,  &c.  Coulon  in- 
lifted  on  receiving  fome  money  on 
account  of  the  400  louis  which  had 
been  promifed  him ;  upon  which 
one  of  the  ruffians,  who  was  in 
liquor,  faid,  (  I  don’t  know  whe¬ 
ther  Boyer  (the  name  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  agent  at  Warfaw)  would 
confent  to  give  fo  large  a  fum.* 
His  companion,  condemning  this 
indiferetion,  replied,  i  Why  do 
you  mention  Boyer ;  he  is  not  in 
town — he  will  not  return  thefe  two 
days.*  At  laft  they  gave  him  a 
ducat  to  get  fome  wine  to  drink 
with  the  cook,  and  made  an  ap¬ 
pointment  for  the  following  night, 
when  they  were  to  give  him  the 
parcel  which  was  to  be  thrown  into 
the  boiler.  They  parted  at  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 

((  The  fame  day  Coulon  difclofed 
the  plot  to  the  Baron  de  Milleville, 
and  the  Duke  de  Pienne,  by  whom 
it  was  communicated  to  Comte  de 
Avaray,  captain  of  the  guard  to 
Louis  XVIII.  who  haftened  to  in¬ 
form  M.  de  Hoym,  prefident  of 
the  chamber,  and  governor  of  the 
town,  of  the  eircumftance,  and 
who  had  orders  from  his  Pruflian 
Majefty  for  fuperintending  all  the 
concerns  and  fafety  of  the  French 
jqyal  family.  Ac  firft,  the  prefi- 
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dent  received  the  information  with 
the  moft  feeling  emotion,  and  pro- 
mi  fed  to  repair  perfonally,  either 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous  fixed 
by  the  ruffians,  or  to  the  fpot  ap¬ 
pointed  for  paying  him  the  money. 
He  alfo  promifed  to  fend  perfons  to 
fecure  the  whole  gang,  and  Coulon 
himfelf  in  cafe  he  fhould  have 
forged  the  ftory  in  order  to  obtain 
a  reward.  The  fenfibility  of  the 
Prefident  Hoym  was  highly  in- 
creafed  by  the  alarming  reports 
which  were  fpread  every  day  of 
plots  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
King  at  the  eve  of  his  departure 
for  Ruflia.  The  23d  of  July, 
Coulon,  being  ordered  by  the 
Baron  de  Milleville,  went  to  the 
appointed  fpot,  at  a  place  called 
the  New  Village,  lituated  in  the 
middle  of  the  lines  which  furround 
Warfaw  ;  there  he  was  joined  by 
one  of  the  men,  and  foon  after  by 
another,  who  was  concealed  in  a 
corn-field,  and  who  actually  de¬ 
livered  him  the  parcel,  and  a  bottle 
of  liquor  for  his  own  ufe.  They 
agreed  upon  a  ftgnal,  by  which 
they  were  to  know  when  the  deed 
had  been  effefted.  They  told  him 
that  when  it  was  executed,  he 
might  repair  to  a  place  called  Les 
Cing  Potences,  where  he  would  be 
joined  by  his  employers,  and  taken 
to  France  with  his  wife;  and  in 
cafe  they  could  not  meet  there,  he 
was  to  go  to  Stockayer,  where  he 
would  find  them  at  the  poll;  mafter’s 
houfe,  and  that  he  fhould  there  re¬ 
ceive  the  400  louis.  Upon  his 
afking  for  fome  money,  they  gave 
him  only  fix  crowns,  alledging, 
that  they  had  been  already  cheated 
more  than  once.  The  Prefident 
Hoym,  however,  afraid  of  com¬ 
mitting  his  mafter  with  the  French 
Emperor,  declined  either  to  go  or 

fend 
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fend  to  the  appointed  fpot,  contrary 
to  his  promife.  Coulon  delivered 
the  parcel  and  the  bottle  to  M.  de 
Millevllle,  on  the  24th  in  the 
morning.  The  Comte  D’Avaray 
went  at  10  o’clock  to  M.  de 
Hoym’s,  and  prefented  him  the 
parcel,  which  contained  three  car¬ 
rots  charged  with  arfenic.  M.  de 
Hoym,  from  excels  of  tear,  refufed 
to  interfere  any  farther  in  the  bufi¬ 
nefs,  frying,  it  fhould  be  referred 
to  the  police  office  ;  and  even  re¬ 
fufed  to  affix  his  feal  to  the  parcel, 
which  was  fealed  by  the  Archbilhop 
of  Rheims  and  the  Comte  D’Ava¬ 
ray.  On  that  day  Louis  XVIII. 
was  informed  of  the  plot.  His 
Majefty  expreffed  the  greateft  and 
moil  tender  folicitude  for  his  faith¬ 
ful  fervants,  but  difplayed  an  un¬ 
alterable  tranquillity  of  mind  with 
refpedl  to  his  own  perlonal  fafety. 
He  wrote  to  the  Prefident,  Hoym, 
who  did  not  wait  on  his  Majefty 
till  the  following  day,  and  then 
confined  himfelf  to  vague  a  durances 
that  the  bufinefs  fhould  be  followed 
up  with  activity  by  the  police 
officers.  A  formal  demand  was 
made  by  the  King,  that  a  report 
fhould  be  made  by  an  aiTembly  of 
profeffional  men,  refpeding  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  parcel ;  which  being 
anfwered  in  an  evafive  manner,  the 
King  ordered  that  the  parcel  fhould 
be  opened  and  examined  before  his 
own  phyfician,  M.  Le  Faire,  aided 
by  the  molt  eminent  phyfician  of 
Warfaw,  Dr.  Bergenzoni,  and  Dr. 
Guteil,  an  apothecary.  One  of 
the  carrots,  being  opened,  was 
found  perfedtly  found,  the  upper 
part  being  covered  with  a  kind  of 
muftich,  or  pafte,  of  a  colour 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  root,  the 
middle  part  was  found  to  contain  a 
powder,  which  was  difover.ed  to 


contain  a  mixture  of  three  different: 
forts  of  arfenic,  white,  yellow,  and 
red.  The proces  ^verbal  was  figned 
by  all  prefen t,  and  the  parcel  fealed 
again,  and  fent  to  the  police  office,, 
with  all  the  necefiary  documents. 
Upon  application  being  made  by 
the  King  to  M.  de  Tilly,  chief 
magiftrare,  for  a  profecution  to  be 
inftituted,  that  officer  declined  to 
interfere,  or  even  to  order  the 
fufpe&ed  perfons  to  be  apprehended, 
obferving,  ‘  that  it  did  not  concern 
the  Tribunal  of  Criminal  Juftice, 
and  that  the  law  of  the  country 
did  not  permit  him  to  arreft  any 
perfon  who  had  not  actually  been 
cowvifted  of  a  crime!’ — Le  Comte 
de  la  Chapelle  was  left  at  Warfaw 
with  full  powers  to  profecute  the 
bufinefs  before  the  Criminal  Tri¬ 
bunal.  The  King  left  Warfaw  on 
the  30th  on  his  way  to  Grodno, 
with  the  Duke  d’Angouleme.  M* 
de  Lloym  granted  his  Majefty  an 
efcort  of  Huftars,  who  had  ftriH 
orders  not  to  quit  his  royal  perfon 
until  they  had  committed  him  to 
the  care  of  a  fimilar  efcort  of  Ruf¬ 
fians,  who  awaited  his  arrival  on 
the  frontiers.  The  Queen  and  the 
Duchefs  d’Angouieme  only  remain 
at  Warfaw,  until  they  receive  in- 
ftruHions  from  his  Majefty  to  join 
him  at  Welna,  as  foon  as  he  has 
reached  that  city.” 

The  above  particulars  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  fignatures  of  the 
following  perfonages : — Count  D* 
A varay ,  Alexander  A uguftus,  Arch- 
bifhop  and  Duke  of  Rheims,  the 
Duke  de  Pienne,  the  Marquis  de 
Bonnay,  Count  de  la  Chapelle,  the 
Duke  de  Havre  and  Croy,  the 
Abbe  Edgeworth  de  Ferment,  the 
Count  de  Damos  Crux,  and  the 
Count  Etienne  de  Damas. 
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A  GENERAL  BILL 

OF 

All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 

From  December  13,  1803,  to  December  ii,  1804=. 


C&riftened  ”39°?  Buried  I  ^ales,  f  °5  l  Decreafed  in  Burials 

4  Females  10153  J  £  Females  8433  J  this  Year  2544. 

Totals  Males  and  Females  Chriftened  2 1543.—' Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  1703?. 


Died  under  Two  Years  48 8  T 
Between  Two  and  Five  1924 
-—-Five  and  Ten 
Ten  and  Twenty 
Twenty  and  Thirty 
Thirty  and  Forty 

DISEASES. 

ABortive  &  Still¬ 
born  60 1 
Abicefs  55 

Aged  1420 

Ague  2 

Apoplexy  and  fud- 
den  413 

Afthma  and  Phthi- 


fic  527 

Bedridden  7 

Bile  4 

Bleeding  12 

Burften  and  Rup¬ 
ture  14 

Cancer  -  56 

Chicken  Pox  3 

Childbed 
Colds 
Colick,  Gripes,  twift- 


— Forty  and  Fifty  193  5 

Fifty  and  Sixty  1599 

Sixty  and  Seventy  1198 

Seventy  and  Eighty  810 

Eighty  and  Ninety  413 

Ninety  and  a  Hundred  77 

Quinfy 
Rheumatifm 
Scurvy 
Small  Pox 


24 

792 

4 

1702 


676 

458 
T237 
1824 

Croup 
Dropfy 
Evil 

Ail  Fevers 
Fiftula 
Flux 

French  Pox 
Gout 

Gravel,  Stranguary, 
and  Stone'  ’  8 

Grief  6 

Head-ach  1 

Headmouldfhot,  Hor 
fhoehead,  and  Wa¬ 
ter  in  the  Head  1 48 


4 

x 

1 


13 

69 

158 


ing  oi 


the  Guts  4 


Confumption  344-7 

Convullions  3115 

Cough  and  Hooping 
Cough  697 

Cow  Pox  1 

Cramp  .  2 


Jaundice 
Inflammation 
230  Itch 
Leprofy 
Lethargy 
Livergrown 
Lumbago 
Lunatic  k 
Me.ifles 
Mortification 
Pally 
Pleurify 


93 

603 


H} 

610 

368 

146 

20' 


1 
20 
1 

622 

Sore  Throat  20 
Sores  and  Ulcers  1 1 
St.  Anthony’s  Fire  4 
Spafm  6 

Stoppage  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  10 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance  2 
Surfeit  2 

Swelling  3 

Teeth  404 

Thrufh  102 

Tumour  in  Womb  1 
Worms"  -  10 


— Hundred 

.1 

Hundred  and  One 
Hundred  and  Three 
Hundred  and  Five 
Hundred  and  Ten 
Hundred  and  Twenty 

CASUALTIES. 

BRokert  Back  t 
Broken  Limbs  jr 
Broken  Neck 
Broken  Ribs 
Bruifed’ 

Burnt 
Choaked 
Drowned 

Exceffive  Drinking  4 
Executed  *  (f 

Found  dead  13 
Frighted  z 

Killed  by  a  Boar  1 
Killed  by  Falls, 
&c.  5$ 

Killed  by  Fighting  j 
Killed  themfeives2j 


£ 

3 

a 

25 

r 

126' 


Murdered 

Poifohed 

Scalded 

Shot 

Smothered 

Suffocated 


I 

3 

7 

1 

% 

6 


Total 


There  have  been  executed  in  Middlelex  and  Surrey  ID;  of  which  number  6  only 
have  been  sported  to  be  buried  (as  fuch)  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 
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The  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  tak< 
from  Accounts  colle&ed  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and 'deliver; 
to  John  James  Catherwood,  Efq.  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Ai 
thority  of  Parliament. 


An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and  in 
ported  into  England  and  Scotland,  •with  the  Bounties  and  Dravubac 
paid ,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  the  year  ended  the  $th 


January,  1805. 

EXPORTED. 

1804. 

British 

Foreign 

ENGLAND. 

(Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

M36 

27,607 

Rye  -  -  -  - 

2,464 

52 

Barley  -  -  -  - 

99>°75 

Malt  -  -  -  -  - 

11,131 

Gats  •  »  •  «  • 

”>337 

4, 1 81 

Beans  -  -  -  - 

5,687 

Peafe  -  ~  - 

2,82^ 

66 

Indian  Corn  -  -  - 

45 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

cv?t.  <jrs.  lbs. 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

97,960  0  10 

15,028  I  27 

Barley  Meal  -  - 

6  2  2  O 

Oatmeal-  -  -  - 

2,306  2  7 

SCOTLAND. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  - 

85 

Rye  -  -  -  -  - 

1,281 

Barley  -  -  -  - 

7.663 

Bear  or  Big-  -  - 

8.173 

-- 

Malt  -  -  -  - 

1,616 

Oats  -  -  -  -  - 

1,609 

28 

Groats  -  - 

5 

Beans  -  -  -  - 

188 

Feafe  -  -  -  - 

31 

Indian  Corn  -  -  - 

13 

cvrt.  <]rr.  lbs. 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

1,967  3  16 

•  •  '  t 

Barley  hulled  -  - 

1,313  2  O 

Barley  Meal  »  - 

411  2  8 

Bear  hulled  -  -  - 

360  360 

Bear  Meal  - 

1,650  3  12 

Bifcuit  - 

2>897  3  15 

Oatmeal  »  •  - 

790  3  ,6i 

£•  s.  d. 


> 


i3,Sgz  14:1 
Bounties. 
0:0  :  o  Drav 
backs* 


1 


9,392:211:  Bou 
ties. 

)*o  :  o  :  o  Drm 
backs. 


IMPORTE 
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IMPORTED. 


ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

/heat  -  - 

398,906 

ye . 

1,030 

arley  -  - 

4,616 

'ats  ~  ~  - 

638,950 

eans  -  - 

11,831 

eafe  -  -  -  -  - 

x9>297 

idian  Corn  -  - 

85 

/heat  Flour  -  -  - 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

28,529  2  21 

idian  Meal  -  -  - 

63  21 

atmeal  - 

Bolls. 

2°fSS9 

SCOTLAND. 

/heat  -  - 

Quarters. 

52,218 

ye  -  -  a  -  - 

L338 

arley  -  -  -  - 

6,313 

ats  -  .  -  -  - 

59>938 

eafe  -  -  - 

306 

idian  Corn  -  - 

5 

/heat  Flour  -  - 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

1,256  O  14 

idian  Meal  - 

12  l6 

►atmeal  - 

Bolls. 

£■  '•  d- 

18,593  12  6  Duties. 

4,791  3  nf  Bounties  on  Corn 

outftanding. 

■  /■'  v 


10  o  o  Duties, 


’he  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Average  Prices  of  Corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  Buftiel,  for  the  year,  1804* 


er  Bufhel 


Wheat.  I 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peafe. 

s»  d* 

s.  d , 

5,  dt 

St  dt 

St  dt 

s  dm 

7  6 

4  7t 

3  91 

2  Ilf 

4  9. 

S  *} 
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A  Lift  of  Public  Ads  pnffcd  in  the 
Second  Sefjton  of  the  Second  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

December  15,  1803. 

To  continue,  until  fix  months 
after  the  ratification  of  a  (definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  the  reftr  iff  ions 
contained  in  fevera!  ads  made  in 
the  37th,  38th,  42 d,  and  43d, 
years  of  the  reign  of  his  preient 
Majefty,  on  payments  of  cafti  by 
the  Bank  of  E  n  gland. 

"  O 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  the 
fum  of  8,oool«  for  the  relief  of 
certain  curates  in  England. 

To  regulate  the  bonds  ifiued  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  rafe  of  intereft,  Rnd 
the  duty  payable  thereon. 

To  continue  fevera!  laws  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  fufpending  the  operation 
of  two  ads  of  the  15th  and  17th 
years  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for 
relt raining  the  rugocjation  of  pro- 
miffiory  notes  and  bills  of  exchange, 
under  a  limited  fum,  in  England, 
and  to  the  prohibiting  the  import¬ 
ation  from,  and  permitting  the  ex¬ 
portation  to  Great  Britain,  of  corn  ; 
and  for  allowing  the  importation 
of  o’her  articles  of  provifion,  with¬ 
out  payment  of  duty,  until  the 
25th  day  of  Match,  1805;  and 
to  the  regulating  the  trade  and 
commerce  to  and  from  the  iftaod  of 
Malta,  until  fix  months  after  the 
ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty 
Of  peace. 

To  continue,  until  the  25th  day 
of  March,  1803,  the  ad,  of  laft 
feffion,  for  difcontinulng  certain 
(drawbacks  and  bounties  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  fugar,  and  for  allow¬ 
ing  other  drawbacks  and  duties  in 
|ieu  thereof. 

Fox  fufpending,  until  tfie  laft 

r  <  1 


day  of  Auguft,  1804,  the  oper1 
tion  of  an  Irifh  ad,  for  reftrainini 
the  negotiation  of  promiffory  not 
and  inland  bills  c.f  exchange,  und: 
a  limited  fum  within  Ireland. 

To  indemnify  perfons  in  til 
United  Kingdom  as  have  omittr 
to  qualify  therpfelves  for  certa 
offices  and  employments; 

To  continue,  until  fix  weel 
after  the  commencement  of  tl 
next  feflion  of  Parliament,  the  a:  i 
for  Expending  the  Habeas  Corpi  j 
in  Ireland, 

To  continue  until  fix  weeks  aftd 
the  commencement  of  the  net 
fefiicn  of  Parliament,  the  ad  f< 
the  fuppreffion  of  rebellion  in  In 
land. 

To  continue  until  the  25th  da 
of  March,  1805,  feveral  ads  • 
the  41ft,  4zd,  and  43d  years  < 
his  prefent  Majefty’s  reign,  for  r< 
gulating  the  bounties  and  draw 
backs  on  the  exportation  of  fuge. 
from  Ireland. 

For  enabling  the  lord  lieutenaj 
or  other  chief  governor  or  govei 
nors  of  Ireland,  to  prohibit,  untl 
the  23th  day  of  March,  1805,  th 
diftillation  of  fplrits  From  oats  0 
oatmeal  in  Ireland ;  and  for  in 
demnifying  fuch  perfons  as  haw 
aded  in  advifing  or  carrying  int 
execution  a  proclamation  of  th 
lord  lieutenant  and  council  of  Ire 
land  for  prohibiting  fuch  diftilla 
lion. 

To  continue  until  the  25th  dai: 
of  March,  fo  much  of  an  ad  mad: 
in  the  41ft  year  of  his  Majefty' 
reign,  as  relates  to  the  prohibitin' 
the  exportation  frpm  Ireland  c 
corn  or  potatoes,  or  other  provis 
fions ;  and  to  the  permitting  th: 
importation  into  Ireland  of  corn 
fifh,  and  provifions,  witheut  pay 
ment  of  duty. 


APPENDIX  to  th 

To  prevent  the  defertion  and 
efcape  of  petty  officers,  feamen, 
and  others  from  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  by  means,  or  under  colour  of 
any  criminal  or  civil  procefs. 

To  amend  two  ads  palled  in  the 
41ft  and  43d  years  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  for  permitting  Portugal 
wine  to  be  landed  and  warehoused 
in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  to 
allow  Spanifh  wine  to  be  fo  landed 
and  warehoufed. 

For  railing  the  fum  of  five  mil¬ 
lions,  by  loans  on  exchequer  bills. 

For  continuing  the  duties  on 
malt. 

For  continuing  a  duty  on  pen- 
fions,  offices,  and  perfonal  eftates, 
in  England;  and  certain  duties  on 
iugar,  malt,  tobacco,  and  fnufF. 

To  explain  and  amend  two  ads 
palled  in  the  42d  and  43d  years  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  relating  to 
volunteers  and  yeomanry  corps  in 
Great  Britain. 

March  9,  1804. 

For  punifhing  mutiny  and  defer- 

tion. 

For  the  regulation  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  royal  marine  forces,  while 
on  Ihore. 

To  continue  until  three  months 
after  any  reftrldion  impofed,  by 
an  ad  of  the  prefent  felfion  of  Par¬ 
liament  on  the  Bank  of  England 
from  Hilling  calh  in  payments  (hall 
ceafe.  An  ad;  made  in  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  in  the  37th  year  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  confirming 
and  continuing  the  reftridions  on 
payments  in  cadi  by  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  and  alfo  an  ail  made  in 
the  43d  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty 
for  amending  the  faid  ad. 

To  indemnify  all  perfons  who 
have  been  concerned  in  iftuin£  or 
carrying  into  execution  an  order  of 
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the  lords  of  the  treafury,  for  per¬ 
mitting  the  exportation  of  feed 
corn  to  Portugal. 

For  allowing  vefiels  employed  in 
the  Greenland  whale  fifhery,  and 
clearing  out  from  any  port  in  Great 
Britain,  to  complete  their  full  num¬ 
ber  of  men  at  certain  ports  for  the 
prefent  feafon. 

For  further  continuing  until  the 
25th  oi  March,  1806,  an  ad  made 
in  the  33d  year  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  lor  rendering  the  payment  of 
creditors  more  equal  and  expodi- 
tious  in  Scotland. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  grant 
the  inheritance  in  fee  Ample,  of 
certain  manors,  meffuages,  lands, 
and  hereditaments,  in  the  parifhes 
of  Byfleet,  Wey bridge,  Walton, 
Walton  Leigh,  and  Chertfey,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey,  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  Frederick  Duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  for  a  valuable  con- 
liberation. 

March  23,  1804. 

For  charging,  until  the  25th 
day  of  March,  1805,  certain  rates 
and  drawbacks  upon  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize,  imported  into 
and  exported  from  Ireland ;  and 
alfo,  for  charging  certain  inland 
duties  of  excife  and  taxes  in  Ire¬ 
land,  in  lieu  of  former  rates,  du¬ 
ties,  taxes,  bounties,  and  draw¬ 
backs. 

For  charging,  until  the  25th 
day  of  March,  1805,  certain  in- 
creafed  countervailing  duties  on  the 
importation  into  Ireland  of  the  fe~ 
veral  goods,  wares,  and  merchan¬ 
dize,  therein  mentioned,  being  the 
manufadure  of  Ireland. 

For  granting  a  duty  on  malt  in 
Ireland. 

For  permitting,  until  the  5th 
day  of  May,  1805,  the  importa- 

*  M  4  don 
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tion  of  hVes,  ca lye's  fkins,  horns, 
tallow,  and  wool,  (except  cotton 
wool,}  in  foreign  fftips,  on  payment 
of  the  like  duties  as  if  imported 
in  Britifh  or  Irifh  fhips. 

To  revive  and  continue,  until 
eight  months  after  the  ratification 
of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  an 
ad  made  in  the  4zd  of  his  prefent 
MajeRy,  for  repealing  feveral  ads 
relating  to  the  admiflion  of  certain 
articles  of  merchandize  in  neutral 
fhips,  and  to  the  ilTuing  orders  in 
council  for  that  purpofc,  and  for 
making  other  provifions  in  lieu 
thereof ;  and  alfo,  to  indemnify  all 
perfons  who  have  been  concerned 
in  iffuing  or  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  orders  of  council  for  permit¬ 
ting  the  importation  of  certain 
goods  from  America  in  neutral 
fhips. 

For  railing  the  further  fum  of 
two  millions  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills. 

May  3,  1804. 

For  empowering  his  MajeRy, 
for  a  time  and  to  an  extent  therein 
limited,  to  accept  the  fervices  of 
fuch  parts  of  his  militia  forces  in 
Ireland  as  may  voluntarily  offer 
themfelves  to  be  employed  in  Great 
Britain. 

For  empowering  his  MajeRy  to 
dired  the  augmentation  of  his 
militia  forces  in  Ireland,  to  an  ex¬ 
tent  therein  limited. 

To  amend  and  continue  feveral 
laws  relating  to  the  allowing  the 
importation  of  rape-feed  and  other 
feeds  ufed  for  extracting  oil,  to  the 
allowing  the  importation  of  feal 
fkins  cured  with  foreign  fait,  free 
of  duty,  to  the  24th  of  June, 
1809  i  and  to  the  encouragement 
of  the  Greenland  whale  fifheries, 
to  the  25th  of  December,  1806  ; 
and  to  continue  feveral  laws  relat¬ 


ing  to  the  allowing  the  ufe  of  fait, 
duty  free,  in  the  preferving  of  fifh 
in  bulk  or  in  barrels  ;  and  to  the 
difccntincing  the  bounty  payable 
on  white  herrings  expoired,  to  the 
25th  of  March,  1809  >  t0  t^e  Per~ 
mi t ting  Sir  William  Bifhop,  George 
Bifhop,  and  Angles  Bilhop,  to 
carry  on  the  manufadure  of  Maid- 
done  Geneva,  to  the  5th  July, 
1809  ;  and  to  the  admiflion  to  en¬ 
try  of  oil  and  blubber  of  New¬ 
foundland,  taken  by  his  MajeRy's 
fubjeds  carrying  on  the  fifhery 
from  and  refiding  in  the  faid  ifiand, 
to  25th  December,  1805. 

To  amend  and  continue  until  the 
25 th  March,  1807,  fo  much  of  an 
ad  made  in  the  41ft  year  of  his 
prefent  MajeRy,  as  relates  to  his 
allowing  plantation  fugar  to  be 
warehoufed. 

To  repeal  fo  much  of  an  ad, 
palled  in  the  laft  feRion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  for  granting  to  his  MajeRy 
a  contribution  on  profits  arifing 
from  property,  profelfions,  trades, 
and  offices,  as  requires  j-ittornies, 
agents,  and  fadors,  to  retain  and 
pay  the  duties  chargeable  upon 
public  annuities ;  and  to  extend 
the  times  for  hearing  appeals  on 
affeffments  or  furcharges  made  in 
purfuance  of  the  faid  ad. 

For  increafing  the  rates  of  fub- 
fiflence  to  be  paid  on  quartering 
foldiers. 

For  defraying  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  the  militia. 

To  revive  and  further  continue, 
until  the  25th  March,  1805,  an<^ 
amend  fo  much  of  an  ad,  made  in 
the  39th  and  40th  years  of  his 
prefent  MajeRy,  as  grants  certain 
allowances  to  adjutants  and  fer- 
j,eant-majors  of  the  militia  of  Eng¬ 
land,  difembodied  under  an  ad  of 
the  fame  feffion  of  Parliament. 

For 
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For  defraying,  until  the  25th  of 
March,  1805,  the  charge  of  the 
and  clothing  of  the  militia  of 
jffland,  for  holding  courts  martial 
on  ferjeant-majors,  ferjeants,  cor¬ 
porals,  and  drummers,  for  offences 
committed  during  the  time  fuch 
militia  ihall  not  be  embodied ;  and 
for  making  allowances  in  certain 
cafes,  to  fubaltern  officers  of  the 
faid  militia  during  peace. 

To  amend  the  aft,  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  linen  manufafture 
of  Ireland. 

To  enforce  the  due  observance 
of  the  canons  and  rubrick  refpeft- 
ing  the  ages  of  perfons  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  facred  orders  of 
deacon  and  prieff. 

To  exempt  veffels  in  the  New¬ 
foundland  trade  from  the  provifions 
of  an  aft  palled  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
Parliament,  for  regulating  veffels 
carry! ngpaffengers  from  the  United 
States. 

For  raifing  eight  millions  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills. 

May  16,  1804. 

For  raifing  the  fum  of  fourteen 
millions  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  by  way  of  annuities. 

For  raifing  a  certain  fum  of 
money  by  way  of  annuities  or  de¬ 
bentures,  for  the  fervice  ©f  Ire¬ 
land. 

For  granting  t®  his  Majefty, 
until  twelve  months  after  a  defini¬ 
tive  treaty  of  peace,  additional 
duties  of  excife  on  wine  imported 
into  Great  Britain. 

To  revive  and  continue  until  the 
ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace,  an  aft,  made  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  Parliament,  for  providing 
for  the  more  fpeedy  completion  of 
the  eftablifhment  of  officers  in  the 
qjjilitia  of  Great  Britain  5  and  for 


facilitating  the  filling  up  of  vacan¬ 
cies  therein. 

For  making  allowances,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  to  fubaltern  officers  of 
the  militia  in  Great  Britain  while 
difembodied. 

To  alter  and  amend  fo  much  of 
an  aft,  palled  in  the  34th  year  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  as  relates  to 
the  amount  of  the  fums  to  be  paid 
by  perfons  compounding  for  the 
performance  of  the  ftatute  duty. 

May  18,  1804. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty, 
during  the  prefent  war,  and  for  fix 
months  after  the  expiration  thereof 
by  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  additional  duties 
on  the  importation  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  into  Great 
Britain  ;  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize,  brought  or  carried 
coaftwife  within  Great  Britain. 

June  5,  1804. 

To  confolidate  and  amend  the 
provifions  of  the  feveral  afts  re¬ 
lating  to  corps  of  yeomanry  and 
volunteers. 

For  more  effeftually  preventing 
the  fale  of  excifeable  liquors  in 
Scotland  by  perfons  not  duly  li- 
cenfed. 

June  29,  1804. 

For  eftablifhing  and  maintaining 
a  permanent  additional  force  for 
the  defence  of  the  realm ;  and  to 
provide  for  augmenting  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  regular  forces ;  and  for  the 
gradual  reduftion  of  the  militia  in 
England. 

To  exempt  from  duties  on  ex¬ 
port  all  linens  of  the  manufafture 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

For  direfting  certain  public  ac¬ 
counts  of  Ireland  to  be  laid  an¬ 
nually  before  Parliament. 

To 
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To  indemnify  folicitors,  attcr- 
niesj  and  others,  who-  have  neg- 
lefted  to  enter  certificates  within 
the  time  limited ;  and  to  amend 
the  aft  as  relating  to  the  entering 
fuch  certificates. 

For  the  preventing  of  bribery 
and  corruption  in  the  eleftion  of 
members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Ayleibury,  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham. 

To  amend  two  afts,  for  erefting 
a  court-houfe  for  the  holding  of 
feffons  in  Weftminfter ;  and  for 
pu rcbaffng  certain  buildings  and 
grounds  in  the  faid  city,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public. 

For  making  further  provifion 
for  making  and  maintaining  an  in. 
land  navigation,  commonly  called 
the  Caledonian  Canal,  from  the 
Eaftern  to  the  Weflern  fea  by  In- 
▼ernefs  to  Fort  William,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

For  vefting  the  capital  mefluage, 
with  the  appurtenances,  lituate  in 
Kerwin-ftreet,  in  the  city  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  called  the  palace  of  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin,  at  St.  Sepul¬ 
chre’s,  in  the  crown  ;  and  for  the 
application  of  the  purchafe  money. 

June  30,  1804, 

To  continue,  until  the  ift  of 
July,  1805,  the  operation  of  an 
aft,  to  fufpend  proceedings  in  ac¬ 
tions,  profecutions,  and  proceed¬ 
ings,  under  certain  afts  relating  to 
the  woollen  manufacture ;  and  to 
certain  perions  employed  or  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  laid  manufacture. 

July  3,  1804. 

To  continue  until  tjie  ift  July, 
1805,  an  aft  paffed  in  the  laft 
lemon,  for  continuing  two  afts, 
the  one  paffed  in  the  4 2d  of  his 
Majefty,  for  regulating  the  prices 


at  which  grain,  meal,  and  flour* 
may  be  exported  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  Ireland,  and  from  Ireland 
to  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  other, 
made  in  the  laft  feftion,  for  per¬ 
mitting  the  exportation  of  feed- 
corn  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland, 
and  the  importation  of  malt  into 
Great  Britain  from  Ireland. 

July  10,  1804. 

For  eftablifhing  and  maintaining 
a  permanent  additional  force  for 
the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  to 
provide  for  augmenting  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  regular  forces;  and  for  the 
gradual  reduftion  of  the  militia  of 
Scotland. 

For  granting  until  the  25th 
March,  1805,  certain  duties  on 
the  importation  of  goods,  &c.  into 
Ireland,  and  alfo  certain  duties  of 
excife  on  fpirits,  malt,  and  to¬ 
bacco,  in  Ireland  ;  and  for  the  in- 
creafe  of  certain  public  revenues  in 
Ireland,  by  making  the  fame  pay¬ 
able  in  Britifh  currency. 

For  granting  certain  ftamp  du¬ 
ties  in  Ireland. 

To  amend  the  laws  for  regulat¬ 
ing  the  linen  manufafture  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

To  enable  his  Mai  eft  y  to  au¬ 
thorize  the  exportation  of  the  ma¬ 
chinery  neceffary  for  erefting  a 
mint  in  the  dominions  of  the  King 
of  Denmark. 

To  prevent  the  counterfeiting 
of  filver  coin  iffued  by  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  called  dollars,  and 
filver  coin  which  may  be  iffued  by 
the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland,  called  tokens. 

For  allowing  the  fale  of  certain 
Eaft  India  prize  goods  in  the  port 
of  Liverpool. 

To  enable  the  lords  commiftion- 

ers 


6 
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■ers  of  the  Treafury  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  iffue  Exchequer  Bills  on  the 
credit  of  the  aids  or  fupplies  for 
the  year. 

July  14,  1804. 

For  eftablifhing  and  maintaining 
a  permanent  additional  force  to  be 
raifed  in  Ireland,  for  the  defence 
of  the  realm,  and  to  provide  for 
augmenting  the  regular  forces. 

For  enabling  fubiefts  of  foreign 
ftates  to  enlift  as  foldiers  in  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,  and  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  to  grant  commiffions 
tofubjefts  of  foreign  ftates  to  ferve 
as  officers  or  as  engineers,  under 
certain  reftrictions. 

‘  For  fettling  and  fecuring  a  cer¬ 
tain  annuity  on  the  Vicountefs 
Kilwarden,  and  on  the  family  of 
the  late  Lord  Kilwarden. 

To  render  valid  certain  mar- 
Tiages  folemnifed  in  certain  churches 
and  chapels  in  which  banns  had  not 
ufually  been  publifhed  before,  on, 
or  at  the  time  of  pafting  the  mar¬ 
riage  a  61,  26th  George  II. 

For  making  compenfation  to  the 
proprietors  of  certain  lands  and 
hereditaments  fttuate  at  Weedon 
Beck,  in  the  county  of  North¬ 
ampton,  purchafed  for  the  fervice 
of  his  Majefty’s  ordnance. 

To  veft  certain  melfuages,  lands, 
&c.  in  truftees,  for  better  fecuring 
his  Majefty’s  docks,  (hips,  and 
ftores,  at  Chatham,  and  for  the 
ufe  of  his  Majefty’s  ordnance  at 
Warley  Common  and  Woolwich. 

JyLY  20,  1804. 

For  the  better  fupport  of  Ka 
Majefty’s  houfehold,  and  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown 
of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  for 
preventing  accumulation  of  arrears 


in  the  payments  out  of  the  civil  lift 
revenues. 

For  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
raife  the  fum  of  two  millions  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the 
ufe  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

To  obviate  certain  inconvenien¬ 
ces  which  have  been  experienced  in 
the  accountant  general’s  office  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the 
execution  of  an  act  for  granting  a 
contribution  on  the  profits  arifing 
from  property,  profeffions,  trades, 
and  offices. 

For  regulating  the  appointment 
of  commiffioners  to  a6t  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  an  aft  for  granting  to 
his  Majefty  a  contribution  on  the 
profits  arifing  from  property,  pro¬ 
feffions,  trades,  and  offices. 

To  permit  certain  perfons  in  the 
Office  of  ordnance,  and  the  quarter- 
mafter  general,  to  fend  and  receive 
letters  free  from  the  duty  of  poft- 
age  ;  and  to  enable  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  and  the  adjutant-gene¬ 
ral,  quarter-mafter  general,  and 
barrack-mafter  general,  to  autho¬ 
rize  perfons  in  their  offices  to  fend 
letters  free  from  the  faid  duty. 

For  further  continuing  for  feven 
years,  an  aft,  made  in  the  12th 
year  of  his  Majefty,  for  encourag¬ 
ing  the  manufafture  of  leather,  by 
lowering  the  duty  payable  upon 
the  importation  of  oak  bark. 

For  reviving,  amending,  and 
continuing  feveral  laws  relating  to 
the  more  effectual  encouragement 
of  the  Britifh  fifheries,  until  the 
5th  April,  1806,  and  to  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  trade  and  ma- 
nufaftures  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  un¬ 
til  5th  July,  1805. 

To  amend  an  aft  paffed  in  the 
39th  and  40th  of  his  Majefty,  in¬ 
tituled,  “  An  ad  for  fettling  de¬ 
putes 
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putes  that  may  arife  between  m af¬ 
ters  and  workmen  engaged  in  the 
cotton  manufaftory  of  England. ” 

For  explaining  and  amending 
feveral  afts  relating  to  hackney- 
coaches  employed  as  ftage-coaches. 

For  confirming  the  provifions  of 
an  aft,  made  in  Ireland  in  the  3  2d 
of  his  Majefty,  fo  far  as  the  fame 
prohibits  the  import  of  malt  into 
Ireland ;  and  for  repealing  the 
power  given  to  the  lord  lieutenant 
and  council  of  Ireland,  prohibiting 
the  ufe  of  oats  and  oatmeal  in  the 
diftillation  of  fpirits  in  Ireland. 

To  continue,  until  feven  years 
after  the  palling  thereof,  an  aft, 
made  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
in  the  27th  of  his  Majefty,  in¬ 
tituled,  “  An  aft  for  the  better 
execution  of  the  law  and  preferva- 
tion  of  the  peace  wirhin  the  coun¬ 
ties  at  large.” 

To  permit  the  iflue  and  nego¬ 
tiation  of  certain  promiffory  notes, 
under  a  limited  fum,  by  regiftered 
bankers  in  Ireland;  and  to  reftrain 
the  iflue  and  negotiation  of  certain 
other  notes. 

To  render  more  eafy  the  appre¬ 
hending  and  bringing  to  trial,  of¬ 
fenders  efcaping  from  one  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  to  the  other. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  a 
fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  by  lot¬ 
tery. 

July  28,  1804. 

To  explain  an  aft  of  the  prefent 
feffion,  for  confolldating  and  amend¬ 
ing  the  provifions  of  the  feveral 
acts  relating  to  corps  of  yeomanry 
and  volunteers  in  Great  Britain, 
fo  far  as  refpefts  the  accounting  for 
monies  received  by  volunteer  offi¬ 
cers. 

To  amend  certain  of  the  provi- 
fiens  of  an  aft,  made  in  the  43d 


of  his  Majefty,  to  enable  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  provide  for  the  defence  and 
fecurity  of  the  realm,  which  re- 
fpeft  the  purchafe  of  lands  and 
hereditaments  for  the  public  fer- 
vice. 

To  alter,  amend,  and  render 
more  effeftual,  an  aft,  palfed  in  the 
prefent  ceftion,  intituled,  t(  An  aft; 
for  eftablilhing  and  maintaining  a 
permanent  additional  force  for  the 
defence  of  the  realm,  8cc.”  fo  far 
as  the  fame  relates  to  the  city  of 
London. 

For  railing  the  fum  of  eight 
hundred  thoufarid  pounds  Irifh  cur¬ 
rency,  by  treafury  bills,  for  the 
fervice  of  Ireland,  for  1804. 

To  repeal  the  feveral  duties  un¬ 
der  the  commifgoners  for  manag¬ 
ing  the  duties  upon  damped  vel¬ 
lum,  parchment,  and  paper,  in 
Great  Britain,  and  to  grant  new 
and  additional  duties  in  lieu  there¬ 
of. 

For  granting  additional  annui¬ 
ties  to  the  proprietors  of  flock 
created  by  two  afts,  pafied  in  the 
37th  and  42d  of  his  Majefty. 

For  warehoufing  goods  within 
the  limits  of  certain  docks  in  Lon. 
don  made  under  an  aft,  pafled  in 
the  39th  and  40th  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty. 

For  permitting,  until  the  ill:  of 
Auguft,  1807,  the  exportation  of 
fait  from  the  port  of  NafTau,  in 
the  ifland  of  New  Providence,  the 
port  of  Exuma,  and  the  port  of 
Crooked  Ifland,  in  the  Bahama 
iflands,  in  fhips  belonging  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  coming  in  ballaft. 

For  the  more  effeftual  adminif- 
tration  of  juft  ice  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  called  England 
and  Ireland,  by  the  jfluing  of 

habeas 
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habeas  corpus  ad  tcjlificandum ,  in 
certain  cafes. 

For  making  further  regulations 
for  the  better  collection  and  fecu- 
rity  of  his  Majefty’s  revenue  of 
cuftoms  and  excife  in  Ireland,  and 
for  preventing  frauds  therein. 

To  permit,  until  the  25th 
March,  1805,  the  vvarehoufing  of 
fpirits  in  Ireland  for  exportation 
for  charging  a  duty  on  the  fame 
when  taken  out  for  home  confump- 
tion,  and  to  regulate  the  exporta¬ 
tion  to  Great  Britain  of  fuch  fpirits 
as  {li all  not  be  warchoufed. 

To  continue,  until  the  29th 
September,  feveral  ads  for  the 
better  collection  and  fecurity  of 
his  Majefty’s  revenue  in  Ireland, 
and  for  preventing  frauds  there¬ 
in. 

For  appointing,  until  the  ift 
.Auguft,  i8q£,  commiffioners  to 


inquire  into  the  fees,  gratuities, 
perquifites,  and  emoluments,  which 
are  or  have  been  lately  received  in 
the  feveral  public  offices  in  Ireland 
therein  mentioned  ;  to  examine  into 
any  abufes  which  may  exiih  in  the 
fame  ;  and  into  the  prefenr  mode  of 
receiving,  collecting,  iffuing,  and 
accounting  for  public  money  in 
Ireland. 

For  making  compenfation  to  the 
proprietors  of  certain  lands  and 
hereditaments,  fituateat  Woolwich 
and  Charlton,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  purchafed  for  the  fervice  of 
his  Majefcy’s  ordnance. 

July  30,  1804. 

For  the  relief  of  certain  infol. 
vent  debtors. 

To  regulate  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  corn,  a  »d  the  boun¬ 
ties  and  duties  payable  thereon. 


Abjlmtl 
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Abjlraft  Statement  of  the  Public  Income  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Year f 

ending  the  $th  January ,  i  804. 


Branches  of  Revenue. 

1 

Grofs  Receipts. 

Net  Produce. 

Paid  into  the  Exch.j 

Permanent  Paxes. 

£.  s.  d. 

<£•  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Cuftoms  J  England 

-*9,689,886  2  7 

7>V7>57°  4  6f 

6,803,820  17  1 

Cultoms  £  Scotland 

t  729,694  14  4 

569,204  18  if 

375,800 - 

Excife  5  England 

18,193,954  3  nf 

16,930,670  —  4 

16,889,373  19  11 

jixuie  ,  t  -Scotland 

1>394>323  *4  4 

1,441,541  13  if 

1,086,000  —  — 

{  Scotland 

3,241,791  3 

3,144,633  —  2% 

2,997,134  12  6 

194,275  18  2f 

201,942  19  5 

180,470  —  • — 

Land  and  Af-  $  England 

5,560,233  —  8f 

5,685,932  1  7! 

5,123,299  8  6f 

faffed  Taxes  }  Scotland 

215*839  14  4* 

265,729  17 

186,400  —  — 

Pod  Office  \  ?nS1,am‘ 

1,156,556  12  4f 

937,649  19  —  f 

797,550  19  10 

roii  wiulc  ^  Scotland 

117,321  11  6 

137,95°  1  ~ 

97,449  —  2 

is.  in  the  £.(  E,  lan(1 
on  Penfions’  Sc&tland 
and  Salaries  ( 

47,222  3  7f 

48,654  12  — 

45,056  * - 

3,860  10  if 

3,629  8  11 

6i.  in  the  £.C  E  ljmd 
on  Penfions’  Sc06tlan(1 
and  Salaries  C 

51,439  19  —  f 

50,516  8  5I 

50,516  2  1  of 

2,666  10  if 

2,649  17 

2,642  17  if 

"Hackney  Coaches  - 

28,800  10  — 

26,457  2  7? 

26,097  13  6 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

$>345  4 

5,622  12  7 

5,269  - 

Total  Ordinary  Revenues 

40,636,311  12  6| 

36,660,354  16  6f 

1 

34,666,887  11  6f 

Small  Branches  of  Iiered. 
Re-venue. 

Alienation  Fines 

7,125  6  8 

Hanaper 
11,680  3  10 

2,000  —  —  - 
5,702  5  2 

Poll  Fines  - 

Seizures  - 

5 1 1  6  — | 

79,390  11  1 

3,248  12  7f 
79,390  11  1 

79,390  11  1 

Compofitions  - 

2  10  — 

2  10  — 

2  10  — 

Proffers  - 

637  —  3 

637  —  3 

637  —  3  ! 

Crown  Lands  - 

33,157  11  of- 

48,390  10  if 

966  13  4 

Extraordinary  Refources. 

% 

" 

Paid  on  account  Intereft 

Loans  for  Ireland  -  - 

983,274  —  4 

983,274  —  4 

983,274  — *  4 

On  account  of  commifiion 

for  ifluing  Exchequer 
Bills  - 

174,000  —  ■ — 

174,000  —  — 

174,000 - ! 

Intereft  by  transfer  of 

\ 

\  | 

Stock  for  Redemption 

j 

of  Land  Tax 

7,000  —  — - 

7,000  - — 

7,000  —  -p- 

Fees  of  regulated  Ex- 

chequer  Offices  - 

30,915  6  — 

30,915  6  — 

30,915  6  — 

Monies  paid  to  the  Public. 

4,539  18  11 

4D39  18  11 

4,539  18  n 

Impreft  Money  from  Ac¬ 
countants  -  - 

73,369  9  uf 

73,369  9  uf 

73,369  9  uf 

Lottery  Nett  Profit  - 

352,333  6  8 

332,507  2  5 

332,507  2  5 

Aid  and  Contributions  - 

3,500  — -  — 

3,5°° - 

3,5oo  —  — 

Arrears  under  Aid  and 

Contribution  A£t  - 

14,550  1  — f 

14,550  1  —4 

14,55°  1  —i 

Arrears  of  Income  Duty 

343,359  14  5i 

414,090  2  8f 

360,971  —  uf 

Property  Tax  - 

16,917  13  — 

16,917  13 

16,917  13  — 

Total  -  - 

42,760,895  8  — 

38,858,373  18  lof 

36,757>i3i  3  11 1 

Loans,  incl.  £. 2,000, 00c 
railed  for  the  lerviceof 

Ireland  -  - 

11,950,000  ««“*•  •— < 

11,950,000  —  — 

11,950,000  —  — 

Grand  Total 

54,710,895  I  — 

50,808,373  18  iof 

48,707,131  3  uf 

*  TK/» 
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*  The  appropriated  balances  in  the  Exchequer,  on  the  5th  Jan.  1803,  amounted  to 
9,800,659  12s.  9|d,  and  on  the  5th  Jan.  1804,  to  ^.8,812, 339  8s. 4^.  There  was 
no  unappropriated  balance  in  the  Exchequer  at  either  of  the  above-mentioned  periods. 
^.15,317,600  were  ifTiied  in  exchequer  bills, '  c£1. 1,658,880  2d.  in  navy  and  victualling 
bills,  and  ^.142,722  6s.  3d.  in  tranfport  bills.,  between  the  5th  Jan.  1803,  and  the  5th 
Jan.  1804,  and  not  redeemed  within  that  period. 

t  Of  thefe  lums,  ^.S, 090, 055  6s.  7d|-  were  received  for  duties  inwards,  ,£’■382,548 
14s.  for  duties  outwards,  and  ^.769,614  29=  $d.  for  duties  coaltwile. 
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Account  of  the  Public  Expenditure  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Year ,  ending  on 

the  t>th  of  January ,  1804. 


intereit  and  Charges  on  the 
Permanent  Debts,  re¬ 
deemed  and  unredeemed 
Intereit  on  Excheq.  Bills  - 
Civil  Lilt  - 
Other  Charges  on  the  Conjoli- 
dated  Fund ,  viz. 
Courts  of  Juftice 
Mint  - 

Allowance  to  Royal  Family 
Salaries  ana  Allowances 
Bounties 


Civil  Govt,  of  Scotland 
Other  Payments  in  Antici¬ 
pation  -  - 

bounties  for  Fifhef  cs,  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  Corn,  Sec. 
Penfions  on  the  Hereditaiy 
Revenue  -  -  - 

Militia  and  Deferters  War¬ 
rants,  &c. 


c£* 


d. 


Ifavy.— Salaries  to  the  Of¬ 
fices  - 

For  Wages,  Bounty,  Flag 
Pay,  &c. 

For  Dock  Yards,  building 
of  Ships,  See. 

For  Marine  Service  on  Shore 


The  Victualling  Department 
The  Sick  and  Wounded  d° 
The  Transport  c° 

For  T  ranfports 
For  Prifoners  of  WTar,  ir 
Health  -  -  - 

Miscellaneous  Services 


Ordnance 

Army.— -Ordinary  Services 
For  Regul.  Fenc.  Milit.Inval. 

and  Volun.  Corps  - 
Barracks 

Staff  0 Sf.  and  Off.  of  Gar 
rifons 
Half  Pay 
Widows’  Penfions 
Chellea  Hofpital 
Exchequer  Fees  - 
Pay  ot  Public  Offices 


Extraordinary  Services 


56,000 


287,000 


J"*' 1 

12 

IO 

7 

I* 

£  i- 

898,000 


d. 


50,038  11  3§ 

13,858  11  2 

287,645  —  4 

93,544  13  6 

56  13  8 


305,379  19  2 

27,700 - 

108,405  i  8| 


639,045  12  5 


30,000  — 
40,000  — 


6,275,52?  5 

1,021,269  2 


108,976  17 
263,203  — 
24,000  — - 
324,860  7 

5  j*4°4  2 

63,079  2 


6 

8 


5 

5 

6 


4,638,002  iq  III 
2,489,929  15  9 

142,000  —  — 


709,045  12  5 


8,134,374  17  8 

3,1.65,092  —  3 


£•  s.  d. 
24,264,424  1 8  11 
801,787  10  5 


1,346,043  9  ii| 

79,502  12  — 


441,485  —  I0| 


7,979,878  8  i| 


1,827,049  12  7 1 . 


i  1,290,406  17  11 

JLoansA 
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Loans,  Remittances,  Ireland 
Miscellaneous  Services 

- 

m 

- 

-  '  i 

2,117,444 

8  11 

At  Home  -  - 

- 

M55>859  - 

-  9 

Abroad  -  . 

- 

- 

244,641  - 

-  M 

2,800,500 

—  104 

Deduct  Loan  for  Ireland 

- 

- 

■»» 

- 

- 

52,957,523 

2,117,444 

-  H 

8  11 

*£■ 

50,840,070 

11.  9f 

m  bft ra £i  from  the  lift,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Secretary 
y  orke,  of  Volunteer  Corps  in  Great  Britain ,  which  have  been  placed  ok 
permanent  Pay  and  Duty,  jince  firjl  Nov .  I  803  ;  as  far  as  the  fame  can 


be  made  out. — Dated  20 th  February  1804.-— - Signed  R.  Pole  Carews 

Under  Secretary  of  State. 

Colonels . *' . . .  6 

Lieut.  Colonels .  36 

Majors .  38 

Captains . . .  . .' .  237 

Lieutenants . . .  . .  294 

Cornets  or  Enfigns . . . . .  219 

Chaplains*  * . 3- 

Paymafters . . . 17 

Adjutants . .  . . 28 

Quarter  Matters . . ....  30 

Surgeons . 14 

Affiftant  Surgeons. . .  7 

Serjeant  Majors . 23 

Serjeants .  793 

Corporals . 278 

Trumpeters  or  Drummers . .  . .  353 

Privates  . . 23,792 


General  Ab ft  raft  of  the  Subdivifion  Rolls,  required  by  A&  43  Geo.  Ill . 
Cap.  96.  fo  far  as  the  fame  can  be  at  prefent  made  up  from  the  Returns 
tranfmiJted  to  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department . 
- — Dated  Feb.  13,  1804. — Signed  Reginald  Pole  Careav. 


No.  in  ift  Oafs,  effedive .  444,086 

2d  Effedive  . . . . . ^0*** . .  110,966^ 

3d  Effedive  . 174,109 

4th  Effedive . 613,602 

Voluntary  Service . 406,786 

Army,  Marines,  Volun.  Corps,  Sea  Fenc.  139,471 
Clergy,  licenced  Teachers,  Medical  Men, 

and  Gonftables  . . * . .  24,885 

Infirm  .,••••  i ......  . .  90,938 

Enrolled  in  Parifhes  out  of  the  County*  *  2,822 

*  The  fum  of  £.  449,509  ti  5^,  for  Intereft  paid  on  imperial  Loan  is  included 

fier*. 

Vol*  XLVI.  or  Vol,  IV.  New  Series.  *  N  An 
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An  Account  of  the  Men  for  the  Royal  Army  of  Referve,  in  each  Month  Jince  the  Corn* 
mencement  of  the  A<rt  pajjedfor  that  Pitrpofe ;  of  the  Number  of  the  feme  who  h.ave 
engaged  for  General  Service,  and  of  the  Number  of  ballotted  Men  and  Subjiitutes  whe 
have  been  enrolled  for  the  J'aid  Army ;  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  afeertained . — Dated 
hf peer  or  General's  Office,  1  ft  May,  1804. 

I.  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


PERIODS. 

Number  of  Men 
railed. 

Number  rejected, 
difeharged, 

claimed  by  Civil  Lav/, 
&c.  &c. 

Dead 

|  Number  delerted, 

claimed  as  Deferters 

from  other  Corps, 

See.  See.  &c. 

Number  of  effective 

Men. 

Number  due,  includ¬ 

ing  the  Casualties. 

I  Number  volunteered 

I  for  general  Service, 

.  included 

J  in  the  Effectives. 

1ft  Aug. 

-  1803  - 

103 

— 

— 

■»  18 

35 

33795 

— 

I  ft  Sept. 

- 

19453 

212 

2 

1473 

17766 

16029 

— 

i  ft  OCt. 

-  —  - 

5168 

260 

36 

1132 

374° 

12289 

W47 

i ft  Nov. 

_ - -  - 

2117 

374 

74 

371 

1298 

10991 

2014 

ift  Dec. 

- - —  - 

1496 

172 

84 

259 

98 1 

IOOIP 

2747 

l  ft  jan. 

-  1804  - 

956 

101 

87 

181 

591 

9419 

7  ob 

I  ft  Feb. 

- - - 

647 

hi 

81 

186 

269 

9I5° 

235 

I  ft  March 

-  — - - 

707 

205 

67 

147 

288 

8862 

565 

ift  April 

-  — — ■  -- 

673 

82 

53 

245 

288 

3574 

343 

I  ft  May 

s®  11  ■  «* 

478 

235 

45 

105 

53 

8521 

874 

Total  -  - 

3175^ 

1752 

53c 

4117 

25359 

8521 

9236 

No.  of  ballotted  men  - 

25  3 1 

- 

258 

-  - 

2273 

| 

No.  of  fubftitutes  -  - 

29227 

-  -  - 

6141 

-  - 

23086 

1 

II.  SCOTLAND. 


ift  Aug. 

-  1803  - 

—  | 

* — 

— - 

— 

2874 

— 

— 

lit  Sept. 

2984 

8 

I 

IOI 

3126 

— 

ift  GCt. 

-  -  * 

999 

4 

I 

77 

9r7 

2209 

ift  Nov. 

- . 

359 

3 

I 

53 

302 

I907 

ift  Dec. 

_  - -  - 

227 

52 

I 

32 

142 

1765 

~ 

ift  jan. 

-  1804  - 

252 

12 

2 

20 

218 

1547 

ift  Feb. 

_  .  .  - 

215 

7 

— 

21 

187 

I  36O 

482 

ift  March 

-  - - 

234 

14 

2 

25 

1 93 

II67 

37i 

ift  April 

-  - —  - 

193 

53 

3 

25 

1 12 

IO55 

56 

ift  May 

-  - - - 

74 

8 

— * 

10 

5  6 

999 

63 

Total  - 

5537 

161 

1 1 

364 

O 

O 

999 

972 

Number  ballotted  -  - 

Number  fubftitutes  -  - 

294 

5243 

_  Mf 

8  -  - 

528  -  - 

286 

4715 

III.  IRELAND. 


lit  Aug.  -  1803  - 

ift  Sept.  -  — —  - 

ift  o<a.  -  -  - 

ift  Nov.  -  * - -  - 

ift  Dec.  -  — — — *  - 

ift  Jan.  -  1804  - 

ift  Feb.  -  *  - 

ift  March  -  -  - 

lit  April  -  — * -  - 

ift  May  -  - -  - 

Total  -  - 

1508 

2241 

1367 

1099 

658 

497 

330 

282 

215 

25 

32 

37 

T9 

20 

18 

25 

27 

1 

34 

3 

10 

22 

153 

200 

140 

I76 

117 

201 

52 

I09 

i486 

2063 

1 J35 
922 

462 

360 

77 

202 

69 

85I4 

6451 

5316 

4394 

3932 

3572 

3495 

3293 

3224 

1444 

24 

191 

140 

8197 

203 

I  170 

6776 

3224 

1799 

4  Ballotted  -  - 

48 

N.  B.  Number  of  effective  men  -  <  Subftitutes  -  - 

6528 

C  Recruited  -  - 

200 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  1804. 


NAVY,  &c. 

\ 

December  I,  1803. 

THAT  100,000  men  be  employed  for  the  Sea  Ser¬ 
vice  for  the  Year  1804;  including  22,000  Ma¬ 
rines.  £.  s.  d. 

For  Wages  for  ditto  -  -  2,405,000  o  o 

For  Viduals  for  ditto  -  -  2,470,000  o  o 

For  Wear  and  Tear  of  Ships  in  which  they  are  to 

ferve  -  -  3,900,000  o  o 

For  Ordnance  Sea  Service  on  board  fuch  Ships  -  325,000  o  o 


December  3,  1803. 

For  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy  for  1804 
For  the  Extraordinary  Eftablilhment  of  ditto 

December  6,  1803. 

For  Hire  of  Tranfports  for  1804 
For  Prifoners  of  War  in  Health 
For  Sick  Prifoners  of  War 


1,020,670  9  9 
948*520  o  © 


709,249  9  8 

220,166  8  1 

42,000  Q  Q 


J 3>  *  804* 

For  Increafing  the  Naval  Defence  of  the  Country  -  310,000  o  o 

£.!2,35o,6o6  7  6 


ARMY. 

December  1  2 ,  1803. 

That  129,039  efFeftive  Men  be  employed  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  25th  December, 

1803,  to  the  24th  December,  1804 
For  Guards,  Garrifons,  and  other  Land  Forces,  in 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland  -  -  4,276,624  12  8 

For  Forces  in  the  Plantations,  including  thofe  ferv- 
ing  at  Gibraltar,  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  New- 
South  Wales  *  -  1,174,509  16  6 

*  N  %  For 
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For  Five  Troops  of  Dragoons,  and  Seventeen  Com¬ 
panies  ol  Foot,  ftationed  in  Great  Britain  for  re¬ 
cruiting  Regiments  ferving  in  India 
For  Recruiting  and  Contingencies  for  the  Land 
Forces  in  Great  Britain 

For  General  and  Staff  Officers,  and  Officers  of  the 
Hofpitals,  ditto 


£.  s»  d. 


29,859  14  9 
1 80,000  o  @ 
1 5 4j647  3 


April  28,  1804. 

For  the  Charge  of  Recruiting  and  Contingencies 
for  Land  Forces  in  Ireland,  from  the  25  th  of 
December,  1803,  to  the  25th  of  December, 
1804  - 

For  General  and  Staff  Officers,  ditto 
For  Full  Pay  to  Supernumerary  Officers 
For  Allowances  to  the  principal  Officers  of  feveral 
public  Departments 

For  the  increafed  Rates  of  Subfiflence  to  inn¬ 
keepers,  See. 

For  Half-pay  and  Allowances  to  Reduced  Officers  - 
For  Military  Allowances  to  ditto 
For  Half- pay  and  Allowances  to  Reduced  Officers 
of  American  Forces 

For  Officers  late  in  the  Service  of  the  States  General 
For  the  In  and  Out-Penfioners  of  Chelfea  and  Kil- 
mainham  Hofpitals 

For  Penfions  to  Widows  of  Officers  of  the  Land 
Forces  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  the  Barrack  Department  in  Ireland 
For  general  and  Hofpital  Expences  in  Ireland 
For  Foreign  Corps  in  the  Service  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland 

For  the  Royal  Military  College 
For  the  Royal  Military  Afylum 
For  Garrifon  Service  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Ame¬ 
rica  - 

For  an  Augmentation  to  the  Military  Eftablifhment 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  the  Barrack  Department  in  Great  Britain 
For  the  extraordinary  Expences  of  the  Army  for 
1803  - 

Towards  the  extraordinary  Expences  of  the  Army 
for  1804  - 

Ditto  in  Ireland  <* 


98,635  12  2 

61,037  3  9 

33,464  7  ® 

167,059  1  3 

455,464  9  3 

189,215  12  5 

5,665  8  6 

50,000  o  o 
1,000  o  o 

245,048  15  S 

27,801  ii  5 
461,887  6  10 

23,538  9  3 

582,262  19  11 
11,280  1  2 

32,600  o  o 

8,884  *9  2 

200,000  O  Q 

2*i83*93°  0  0 
339,207  18  7 

1,400,000  o  o 
600,000  o  o 


£.12,993,625  4  1 

. . . ii**— 
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MILITIA  AND  FENCIBLE  CORPS,  &c. 


December  12,  1803. 

For  the  embodied  Militia  and  Corps  of  Fencible  In¬ 
fantry  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the 
25th  of  December  1S03,  to  the  24th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1 804  -  , 

For  Cloathing  for  the  Embodied  Militia  of  Great 
Britain 

For  Contingencies  for  the  Embodied  Militia  and 
Corps  of  Fencible  Infantry  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland 

For  the  Volunteer  Corps  in  Great  Eritain  and  Ire¬ 
land  - 

April  16,  1804. 

Making  Provision  for  the  Pay  and  Cloathing  of  the 
Militia  of  Great  Britain,  for  1 804. 

For  making  Allowances  to  Adjutants  and  Serjeants 
of  the  Militia  Difembodied,  for  1804. 

Ditto,  to  Subaltern  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  Time 
of  Peace. 

Making  Provifions  for  the  Pay  and  Cloathing  of 
the  Militia  of  Ireland,  and  of  Allowances  to 
Subaltern  Officers  in  time  of  Peace,  for  1804. 

April  28. 

For  the  further  Charge  of  Volunteers  in  1803 

For  the  further  Charge  of  Volunteers,  from  the 
25th  of  December,  1803,  to  the  24th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1804 


£■ 


s.  d . 


2,7$i>623  7  6 

21^793  H  * 

61,129  7  o 

2,020,567  13  11 


500,000  o  » 


570,000  o  o 
£.6,159,114  z  11 


ORDNANCE. 


December  12,  1803. 

For  Ordnance  Land  Service  in  Great  Britain,  for 
1 804  —  — 

Ditto  in  Ireland 

For  defraying  the  Expences  of  Services  performed 
by  the  Office  of  Ordnance  in  Great  Britain,  and 
not  pr«vided  fo*  in  1 803 
*  *N3 


2>954>Hi  $  © 

304,615  7  8 


4i3,7i9  4  2 

To 
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To  replace  the  Sum  advanced  by  the  Exchequer  in  £ .  s, 

Ireland,  for  Ordnance  Services,  to  the  31ft  of 
December,  1803  -  -  64,613  7  8 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 


December  1  3,  1803. 

For  defray  ing  the  probable  Amount  of  Bills  drawn, 
and  to  be  drawn,  from  New  South  Wales,  for 
1804  - 

For  Relief  of  the  Suffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of 
France,  Toulonefe,  Corlican  and  Dutch  Emi¬ 
grants,  and  American  Loyalists. 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Confining,  Maintain¬ 
ing,  and  Employing  Convifts  at  Home 
To  make  good  Money  iiTued  for  Expences  at  the 
Parliament  Office  in  Sefiion  1802-3 
Ditto — to  Mr.  Clementfon  for  One  Year’s  Rent  of 
a  Houfe,  in  lieu  of  his  Apartments  at  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  - 

Ditto— for  additional  Allowances  to  the  Clerks  in 
the  Office  for  auditing  Public  Accounts 
Ditto — to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers 

Ditto — to  defray  the  Expences  of  a  P}an  for  the 
more  perfect  Security  of  Shipping  in  the  Port  of 
London 

Ditto — to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Lieutenant  General 
Vyfe,  for  the  Repairs  of  Port  Patrick 
Ditto — for  making  an  Index  to  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  - 

Ditto — purfuant  to  Addreffes 
To  be  paid  to  the  Board  of  Firft  Fralts  in  Ireland.  - 
For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Civil  Buildings  in 
Ireland  - 

Ditto — of  printing  Public  General  A6fs  of  the 
Fourth  Seffionof  the  United  Parliament 
Ditto — of  Proclamations  and  Advertifements  in  the 
Dublin  Gazette 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Printing,  Stationery, 
and  other  Difburfements  for  the  Public  Offices 
in  Ireland 

Ditto-— of  Treafury  Incidents  in  Ireland  - 


28,000  o  o 

149,121  o  # 
40,847  9  © 

4 33  19  3i 

219  6  © 

5,300  9  6 

2,701  9  © 

649  2  Q 

248  1 1  6 

439  18  o 
6,523  1  8 

4,615  7  84 
23,076  18  6 

S30  13  6 

6,9485  19  11 

/ 

18,840  o  o 
1,846  3  i 

Ff 
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For  defraying  the  Expence  of  apprehending  Public 
Offenders  in  Ireland 

D  itto— -of  Criminal  Profecotlons,  &c.  in  Ireland  - 
Ditto — of  Pratique  in  the  Port  of  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Gold  Mine  in  the  County  Wicklow 
To  the  Accountant  General  for  Preparing  and  Stat¬ 
ing  the  Public  Accounts  of  Ireland 
To  the  Deputy  Accountant  General  for  ditto 
To  the  Examinator  of  Corn  Bounties 
To  the  Infpecior  General  of  Imports  and  Exports  of 
Ireland  for  ditto 

To  the  Firlf  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  ditto 
To  the  Examinator  of  Excife 
To  the  Affiftant  Examinator  of  ditto 
To  the  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  Auditor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer 

For  Cloathins:  the  Battle-axe  Guards  in  Ireland  - 
Ditto— the  Heralds,  Purfuivants,  and  State  Trum# 
peters  for  Ireland,  for  Three  Years,  from  the 
17th  of  March  1804 

I"  or  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Incorporated  So¬ 
ciety  for  promoting 
Ireland 

Ditto — of  the  Office  of  Commiffioners  of  Charitable 
Donations 

Ditto— of  the  Society  for  promoting  the  Knowledge 
and  Practice  of  the  Chriftian  Religion 
Ditto — of  the  Female  Orphan  Houfe,  near  Dublin 
Ditto — of  fitting  up  and  Supporting  a  Penitentiary 
in  Dublin  for  Young  Criminals 
Ditto — of  the  Foundling  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Hibernian  Marine  Society  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Hibernian  School  for  Soldiers’  Chil¬ 
dren 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  fupporting  the  Weft- 
moreland  Lock  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Fever  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Houfe  of  Induftry  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  in  Ireland 
To  be  paid  to  the  Commiffioners  for  making  wide 
and  convenient  Streets  in  Dublin 
Ditto — to  the  Corporation  for  Paving,  &c.  Dub¬ 
lin 

Ditto — to  the  Society  for  promoting  Hufbandry  and 
other  ufeful  Arts  in  Ireland 
To  be  applied  towards  compleating  additional 
Buildings  at  theRepofitory  of  the  Dublin  Society 


Englifh  Proteflant  Schools  in 


£■- 

s. 

ffi- 

1 

81 

23,076 

18 

6 

9  66 

18 

ml 

7y 

l>293 

7 

10 

3*3 

1 6 

1 1 

221 

10 

9 

1 84 

1 2 

4 

230 

lS 

5 

1 84 

12 

4 

1 84 

1 2 

0 

*3% 

9 

3 

184 

12 

4 

683 

1 

61 

1,002 

9 

3 

* 

0 

00 

OO 

18 

2 

3  6  9 

4 

7l 

923 

1 

6 

i ,  1 1 8 

12 

H 

1,615 

7 

8! 

20,769 

4 

7! 

1,788 

13 

61 

4D53 

16 

1 1 

6,67 1 

1 

61 

475 

16 

2t 

1 6,984 

8 

81 

7>384 

12 

4 

4D53 

16 

1 1 

9>23° 

*5 

5 

5,076  S  6 


4 >'53  16  11 
Far 
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£•  d. 

For  defraying  the  Expences  of  the  Farming  So¬ 
ciety  in  Ireland  -  «  1,846  3  1 

Ditto — of  the  Lying-in  Hofpital  in  Dublin  *  2,136  18  11 


December  19,  1803* 

For  the  Linen  and  Hempen  Manufactures  of  Ire- 

land  -  -  i9>93§  9  3 


March  29,  1  804. 

* 

To  be  diftributed  to  the  Officers,  Seamen,  and 
Marines  on  boaid  the  Fleet  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Lord  Hood_,  being  the  Value  of  Ships 
taken  at  Toulon  -  -  265,336  14 


April  16,  1804. 

For  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services 
For  defraying  Sums  awarded  to  be  paid  purfuant  to 
the  Seventh  Article  of  American  Treaty 
For  the  Britifh  Mufeum 

i  »  -  a- 


April  28,  1804. 

For  defraying  the  Expenfe  of  printing  Journals,  &c. 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Ditto — of  printing  the  57  th  Volume  of  ditto 
Ditto— of  reprinting  Journals,  &c.  of  ditto 
Ditto — of  publishing  Records  in  1803 
Ditto — of  the  Superintend^pce  of  Aliens 
Ditto — of  Profecutions  relating  to  the  Cpin  in  1 803 
Ditto—  in  1804 

Ditto — of  the  Works  and  Repairs  of  the  Military 
Roads  in  North  Britain 

Towards  defraying  the  Expence  of  the  Scotch  In¬ 
land  Navigation 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Works  done  at  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  the  Speaker’s 
Houfe,  between  the  3ift  of  May,  1803,  and  the 
.24th  of  April,  1804  x 

Ditto — at  the  old  Chapter  Houfe,  Weftminfter  - 
Ditto — of  Repairs  at  the  King’s  Bench  Prifon 
Ditto — of  completing  the  Works  at  Chetney  Hill 
Lazaret 

For  the  Board  of  Agriculture  - 


1 50,000 

0 

0 

412,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

# 

* 

16,623 

0 

© 

2,500 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

D767 

15 

1© 

8,589 

5 

0 

1,609 

*9 

4 

1,700 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

5©,coo 

0 

© 

i  2,34* 

0 

0 

74i 

1 2 

0 

3,010 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

r 

0 

3,000 

9 

0 

Fo 

-.44 


Plantations 
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I'For  civil  Eftablilhment  of  Upper 
1 804 


< 


Ditto — of  Nova  Scotia 
Ditto — of  New  Brunfwick 
Ditto — of  Prince  Edward’s  Ifland 
Ditto — of  Cape  Breton 
Ditto — of  Newfoundland 
Ditto — of  the  Bahama  Iflands 
Ditto — of  the  Bermudas 
Ditto — of  the  Ifland  of  Dominica 
Ditto — of  New  South  Wales 


Canada  in 


July  3,  1804. 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  Money  granted 
for  defraying  the  Expence  of  ConviTs,  for  1803 
For  affording  Relief  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Shetland  1  (lands 
Ditto — of  the  Orkney  Iflands 
To  be  applied  towards  repairing  and  maintaining 
Roads  and  Bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
To  make  good  Money  iffued  for  making  further 
provifion  for  the  Prefbyterian  Miniftersof  Ulfter 
and  Munfter 

Ditto — for  Expences  attending  the  digefting  and 
abltracling  Poor  Returns 

Ditto — fox  additional  Allowances  to  Clerks  in  the 
Office  for  auditing  Public  Accounts 
Ditto — for  the  Furniture  of  a  Houfe  lately  ufed  as 
an  Irifh  Office,  given  up  to  the  Commiffioners 
of  Naval  Abufes 

Ditto — for  Expences  of  the  Thames  Police  Office 
To  make  good  Money  iffued  for  publiffiing  the 
average  Price  of  Sugar 

Ditto — to  pay  Fees  on  palling  Public  Accounts 
Ditto — to  the  Firft  Commiffioner  under  the  Sixth 
Article  of  the  American  Treaty 
Ditto — for  contingent  Expences  in  the  Execution 
of  an  AT  for  inquiring  intoNaval  Abufes 
'Ditto— in  confequence  of  Orders  from  a  SeleT 
Committee  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Port  of 
London 

For  maintaining  and  fupporting  Britilh  Forts  and 
Settlements  on  the  Coaif  of  Africa 
For  Support  of  the  Veterinary  College 
For  making  Compenfation  for  the  Purchafe  of 
Lands  at  Weedon  Beck,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Ordnanpe 


£■ 

J. 

d. 

8,050 

O 

0 

7,165 

O 

0 

4,650 

O 

0 

2,300 

O 

Q 

2,040 

O 

O 

D7J5 

O 

O 

4,  IOO 

O 

O 

580 

O 

O 

600 

O 

O 

10,049 

4 

5 

3,269 

2 

0 

10,000 

O 

0 

10,000 

O 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

4,160 

13 

6 

1,100 

O 

& 

5>2% 

18 

9 

2,099 

*9 

9 

649 

4 

0 

454 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

J.387 

4 

0 

1,060 

10 

0 

560 

0 

• 

18,000 

0 

0 

O 

O 

l>-\ 

0 

0 

$>531 

*7 

6 
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✓  ' 

To  the  Executors  of  the  late  Sir  James  Wright 
for  his  Loffes  as  an  American  Loyalift 

July  i  of  1804. 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum  iffued  purfusnt  to  Ad-* 
d  relies 

For  fupplying  Exchequer  Court  and  Officers  with 
Stationery 

For  Printing  and  Stationery  for  the  Houfes’of  Par¬ 
liament  for  1804 

For  defraying  Law  Charges  for  1804 
To  be  paid  to  Officers  of  Houfes  of  Lords  and 
Commons 

For  the  Expence  of  the  Public  Office  in  Bov/  Street 
For  Proteftant  Diffenting  Minifters 
For  defraying  the  extra  Charges  of  Meffengers  of 
three  Secretaries  of  State 

For  Contingencies  for  three  Secretaries  of  State  - 
To  be  paid  to  Sheriffs  for  Conviction  of  Felons 
For  the  Minifters  of  the  V audois  Churches 
For  the  Britifh  Mufeum 
For  the  Civil  Eftablifhment  of  Sierra  Leone 
To  enable  his  Majefty  to  take  fuch'  Meafures  as 
the  Exigency  of  Affairs  may  require 
For  making  Compenfation  for  Purchafe  of  Lands  at 
Woolwich  and  Charlton,  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Ordnance 


•For  paying  off  and  difcharging  Treafury  Bills  in 
Ireland 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  take  fuch  Meafures  as  the 


£• 

s. 

J. 

4^71 

I 

4 

8,798 

11 

0 

745 

6 

10 

1  i56oo 

0 

0 

7,500 

0 

0 

3>9°5 

0 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 

5*945 

10 

G 

5,250 

0 

O 

6,965 

0 

O 

7>57  1 

*5 

ok 

9*4 

0 

O 

8,000 

0 

O 

28,000 

0 

O 

2,500,000 

0 

O 

57,066 

6 

I 

'.4,217,295 

14 

H 

Irijh  Currency 

* 

1,700,000 

0 

O 

800,000 

0 

O 

EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 


April  16,  1804. 

For  paying  off  Exchequer  Bills  iffued  per  A&  of 

laft  Seffion  for  railing  £.$, 000, 000  -  5,000,000  o  0 

Ditto— for  railing  £  .4,000,000  -  3,000,000  o  o 

For 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE. 


*  187 


For  paying  off  Exchequer  Bills  as  iffued  per  Aft  of 

lalt  Seffion  for  raifing  £.  1,500,000  -  1,500,000  o 

Ditto — for  railing  £.2,000,000  -  1,500,000  o  0 

£.11,000,000  o  o 


CIVIL  LIST. 

July  3,  1804. 

To  difcharge  Arrears  and  Debts  upon  the  Civil  Lid 

on  5th  July  1804  -  -  591,842  3  iof 

For  granting'the  additional  Yearly  Sum  of  £60,000 
out  of  the  Confoiidated  Fund  of  Great  Britain, 
for  the  better  Support  of  his  Majefty’s  Houfe- 
hold 


RECAPITULATION. 

Navy  - 

-  12,350,606 

7 

6 

Army 

-  12,993,625 

4 

1 

Militia  and  Fencible  Corps 

-  6,159,114 

2 

1 1 

Ordnance 

- 

4 

6 

Mifcellaneous  Services 

-  4,217,295 

H 

Ditto  Extra 

-  2,500,000 

0 

0 

Exchequer  Bills 

-  11,000,000 

0 

0 

Civil  Lift 

59^842 

3 

Additional,  Annual,  to  his  Majefty 

60,000 

0 

0 

Total  of  Supply  £.53,609,574  17  6| 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  FOR  RAISING  THE  SUPPLY. 

GRANTS. 

December  3 ,  I  8  o  3 » 

For  continuing  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder, 
and  Perry. 

For  raifing  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  upon  \ 

Penfions,  Officers,  and  Perfonal  Eftates  l 
For  continuing  certain  Duties  on  Sugar,  Malt,  f 
Tobacc©  and  Snuff. 
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£• 

For  raifing  £. 5,000, 000  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 

Bills  -  -  5,000,000 

March  13,  1804. 

fl. 

For  raifing  £*.2,000,000  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 

'  Bills  -  -  2,000,000 

March  22,  1804. 

For  applying  £.  1,370,664  4*.  8~d.  being  the 

Surplus  of  the  Grants  for  1803  -  1,370,664 

April  20,  1804. 

For  raifing  £.8,000,000  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 

Bills  .  -  8,000,000 

For  raifing  £.  1,500,000  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 

Bills  -  -  1,500,000 

That  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and  Cloathing  of  the 
Militia  of  Great  Britain  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
Land  Tax. 

That  the  Charge  of  Allowances  to  Adjutants  and 
Serjeant  Majors  of  the  Militia  of  England,  difi. 
embodied,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Land  Tax. 

That  the  Allowances  to  certain  Subaltern  Officers 
of  the  Militia  in  Great  Britain  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  Land  Tax. 

That  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and  Cloathing  of  the 

Militia  of  Ireland,  and  Allowances  to  Snbaltern 
Officers,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Confolidated 
Fund  of  Ireland. 

April  28,  1804. 

For  raifing  £.  1, 153,846  3*.  id.  by  Annuities  or 

Debentures  for  the  Service  of  Ireland  -  1,153,846 

May  2,  1804. 

For  raifing  £*.14,500,000  by  Annuities,  whereof 
£*.10,000,000  are  to  be  defrayed  on  the  Part  of 

Great  Britain,  and  £4,500,000  on  the  Part  of 

Ireland  -  .  14,500,000 

For  applying  £.5,000,000,  out  of  the  Monies  that 

(hall  arife  of  the  Surplus  of  the  Confolidated  Fund  5,000,000 

Jufyj,  1804. 

For  raifing  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  by  three  Lot¬ 
teries,  to  be  applied  to  the  Services  of  Great 


c 
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Britain 
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£,  s.  d, 

Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  Proportion  of  two- 
thirds  for  Great  Britain,  and  one-third  for  Ire¬ 
land. 

July  io,  1804. 

For  raifing  £.2, 500,000,  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 
Bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  Aids  in  the  next 
Seflion  for  Great  Britain  -  -  2I% 500, 000  o  o 

For  raifing  £,  800, 1000  (Irifh  Currency)  by  Trea-  I  rift  Currency* 

fury  Bills,  ditto — for  Ireland  -  800,000  o  o 

Eftimated  Duties,  Land  Tax,  &c.  -11,585,564  9  9^ 

— 

Total  Ways  and  Means  £’.53,509,574  17  6J 


STATE 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804, 


STATE  PAPERS, 

*  ,  x 


Mis  Majcfty's  mo  ft  gracious  Speech  to 
heth  Houfes)  on  opening  the  fecond 
SeJJion  of  the  fecond  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland ,  'IT.d  of  Novem- 
ler>  1S03. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

SINCE  I  laft  met  you  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  it  has  been  my  chief 
object  to  carry  into  effeCt  thofe 
meafures  which  your  wifdom  had 
adopted  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  for  the  vi- 
gorous  profecution  of  the  war.  In 
thefe  preparations  I  have  been  fe- 
conded  by  the  voluntary  exertions 
of  all  ranks  of  my  people,  in  a 
manner  that  has, if  pcffible,ftrength- 
ened  their  claims  to  my  confidence 
and  affe&ion  :  they  have  proved 
that  the  menaces  of  the  enemy  have 
only  ferved  to  roufe  their  native 
and  hereditary  fpirit ;  and- that  all 
other  confiderations  are  loft  in  a 
general  difpofition  to  qhake  thofe 
efforts  and  facri frees  which  the 
honour  and  fa fety  of  the  Kingdom 
demand  at  this  important  and  cri¬ 
tical  conjuncture. — Though  my  at¬ 
tention  has  principally  been  di¬ 
rected  to  the  great  object  of  in- 
8 


ternal  fecurity,  no  opportunity  ha$ 
been  loft  of  making  an  impreflion 
on  the  foreign  poffeflions  of  the 
enemy.  The  I  Hands  of  St.  Lucia, 
of  Tobago,  of  St.  Pierre,  and 
Miquelon,  and  the  fettlements  of 
Demerara  and  Effequibo,  have  fur- 
rendered  to  the  Britiih  arms.  In 
the  conduft  of  the  operations  by 
which  thofe  valuable  acquifitions 
have  been  made,  the  utmoft  promp¬ 
titude  and  zeal  have  been  difplayed 
by  the  officers  employed  on  thofe 
fer vices,  and  by  /my  forces  acting 
under  their  command  by  fea  and 
land. — In  Ireland,  the  leaders,  and 
feveral  inferior  agents,  in  the  late 
traitorous  and  atrocious  confpiracy, 
have  been  brought  to  juftice ;  and 
the  public  tranquillity  has  expe¬ 
rienced  no  further  interruption.  I 
indulge  the  hope,  that  fuch  of  my 
deluded  fubjeCts  as  have  fwerved 
from  their  allegiance  are  now  con¬ 
vinced  of  their  error ;  and  that 
having  compared  the  advantages 
they  derive  from  the  protection  of 
a  free  Conftitution,  with  the  con¬ 
dition  of  thofe  countries  which  are 
under  the  dominion  of  the  French 
Government,  they  will  cordially 
and  zealoufty  concur  in  refitting 
any  attempt  that  may  be  made 

againft 
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againft  the  fecurity  and  independ¬ 
ence  of  my  United  Kingdom. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  a  perfedl  reliance  on  your 
public  fpirit  for  making  fuch  pro- 
vifion  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year.  The  progref- 
iive  improvement  of  the  revenue 
cannot  fail  to  encourage  you  to 
perfevere  in  the  fyftem  which  has 
been  adopted,  of  defraying  the  ex- 
penfes  of  the  war,  with  as  little 
addition  as  poflible  to  the  public 
debt,  and  to  the  permanent  bur¬ 
thens  of  the  State. —I  lament  the 
heavy  prelfure  which,  under  the 
prefent  circi^mftances,  mull  una¬ 
voidably  be  experienced  by  my 
people ;  but  I  am  perfuaded  that 
they  will  meet  it  with  the  good 
fenfe  and  fortitude  which  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguifh  their  charadler, 
under  a  convidlion  of  the  indif- 
penfable  importance  of  upholding 
the  dignity,  and  of  providing  ef¬ 
fectually  for  the  fafety  of  the  Em¬ 
pire. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  concluded  a  convention 
with  the  King  of  Sweden,  for  the 
purpofe  of  adjufting  all  the  differ¬ 
ences  which  have  arifen  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1661.  I  have  diredled 
that  a  copy  of  this  convention 
fhould  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  you 
will,  I  truft,  be  of  opinion  that 
the  arrangement,  whilft  it  upholds 
our  maritime  rights,  is  founded  on 
thofe  principles  of  reciprocal  ad¬ 
vantage  which  are  belt  calculated 
to  maintain  and  improve  the  good 
toderflanding  which  happily  fub- 
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lifts  between  the  two  countries.— 
In  the  profecution  of  the  conteft 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  it  Ihall 
be,  as  it  has  ever  been,  mp  irft 
objedt  to  execute  as  becomes  me, 
the  great  truft  committed  to  my 
charge.  Embarked  with  my  brave 
and  loyal  people  in  one  common 
caufe,  it  is  my  fixed  determina¬ 
tion,  if  the  occafion  fhould  arife, 
to  fhare  their  exertions  and  their 
dangers  in  the  defence  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  our  religion,  our  laws, 
and  independence.  To  the  activity 
and  valour  of  my  fleets  and  armies, 
to  the  zeal  and  unconquerable  fpi¬ 
rit  of  my  faithful  fubjedls,  1  con¬ 
fide  the  honour  of  my  crown,  and 
all  thofe  valuable  interefts  which 
are  involved  in  the  ifiue  of  this 
momentous  conteft. —  Actuated  by 
thefe  fentiments,  and  humbly  im¬ 
ploring  the  blefling  of  Divine  Pro-, 
vidence,  I  look  forward  with  a 
firm  convidfion,  that  if,  contrary 
to  all  juft  expedition,  the  enemy 
fhould  elude  the  vigilance  of  my 
numerous  fleets  and  cruizers,  and 
attempt  to  execute  their  prefump- 
tuous  threat  of  invading  our  coafts, 
the  confequence  will  be  to  them, 
difcomfiture,  confufion,  and  dif- 
grace  ;  and  that  our’s  will  not  only 
be  the  glory  of  furmounting  pre¬ 
fent  difficulties,  and  repelling  im¬ 
mediate  danger,  but  the  folid  and 
permanent  advantage  of  fixing  the 
fafety  and  independence  of  the 
kingdom  on  the  bafis  of  acknow¬ 
ledged  ftrength,  the  refult  of  its 
own  tried  energy  and  refources. 


MeJJage  from  his  Majefly  to  the  Houfe. 
oj  Commons,  March  26,  I  804. 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefty  thinks  proper  to 

acquaint 
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acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  the  officers,  non-commiffioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  feveral 
xegiments  of  the  militia  of  Ireland 
have  made  a  voluntary  tender  ol 
their  fervices,  to  be  employed  in 
Great  Britain  during  the  war.  His 
Majefty  has  received  with  great 
fatisfadlion  this  ftriking  proof  of 
their  affedlion  and  attachment  to¬ 
wards  his  perfon  and  Government, 
and  of  their  patriotic  zeal  for  the 
general  interefts  of  his  United 
Kingdom,  and  conceiving  that  his 
being  enabled  to  avaii  himfelf  of 
this  diftinguiihed  inftance  of  public 
fpirit  may  be  attended  with  the 
xnoft  important  advantages  at  the 
prefent  conjuncture,  he  recommends 
it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  adopt 
fuch  regulations  as  may  enable  him 
to  accept  the  fervices  of  fuch  parts 
of  the  militia  forces  of  Ireland  as 
may  voluntarily  offer  themfelves  to 
be  employed  in  Great  Britain,  for 
fuch  time  and  to  fuch  extent  as  to 
the  wifdom  of  Parliament  may 
deem  expedient. 


His  Majefty* s  Mejftage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  July  7,  1804. 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefty,  relying  on  the 
experienced  zeal  and  affe&ion  of 
his  faithful  Commons,  and  confi- 
dering  that  it  may  be  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  provide  for 
fuch  emergencies  as  may  arife,  is 
defirous  that  this  Houfe  will  en¬ 
able  him  to  take  all  fuch  meafures 
as  may  be  neceftary  to  difappoint 
or  defeat  any  enterprize  or  defign 
of  his  enemies,  and  as  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  affairs  may  require. 


Addrefs  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houftr 
of  Commons  to  his  Majefty ,  on  p?e- 
fentbtg  for  his  Royal  San  ft  ion,  cer¬ 
tain  Bills  for  completing  the  Sup¬ 
plies,  Anguft  1,  1804. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in 
Parliament  aftembled,  approach  the 
foot  of  your  Majefty's  throne  with 
fentiments  of  unfeigned  joy  and 
reverence. 

The  Bill  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand  completes  the  fupplies  for  the 
prefent  year.  Thefe,  Sire,  wc 
have'  appropriated  to  the  further 
fupport  of  your  Majefty’s  houle- 
hold,  and  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  your  crown  ;  to  the  naval  and 
military  defence  of  the  realm  ;  and 
to  the  various  fervices  of  your  ex¬ 
tended  empire.  In  providing  for 
thefe  grants,  large  in  their  amount, 
and  commenfurate  with  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  demands  of  the  times  in 
which  we  live,  we  have  never the- 
lefs  fteadily  perfevered  in  our  for¬ 
mer  courfe,  by  railing  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  our  fupplies  within  the 
year  ;  and  we  have  now  the  proud 
fatisfaftion  to  fee,  that  the  perma¬ 
nent  debt  of  the  ftate  is  rapidly 
diminilhing,  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  growing  profperity  of  the 
country  has  ftrengthened  and  mul¬ 
tiplied  all  its  refources. 

Contemplating  the  war  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  the  character  and 
the  means  of  our  enemy,  and  the 
poffible  duration  of  the  cpnteft,  ah 
though  we  are  fearlefs  of  its  iftue, 
we  have  neverthelefs  deemed  it  oui 
indifpenfable  duty  to  deliberate 
with  unremitting  folicitude  upor 
the  bell  fyftem  for  our  militar) 
defence ;  and  the  voluntary  fpi-rii 
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of  your  people,  feConding  the  views 
of  Parliament,  has  at  the  fame . 
time  animated  all  ranks  of  fhen 
with  an  active  delire  of  attaining 

O 

to  fuch  a  Hate  of  difcipline  in 
arms,  as  may  enable  them  fuccefs- 
fuliy  to  co-operate  with  your  Ma- 
jelly's  regular  and  veteran  forces. 

Thus  formidably  armed,  and 
powerfully  fuftained,  we  trull  that, 
with  the  bleffing  of  God,  We  fhall 
vidlorioully  maintain  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  throne,  and  tranfmit  un¬ 
impaired  to  our  defcendants  the 
moll  perfect  form  of  government 
which  the  world  has  ever  expe¬ 
rienced  for  the  practical  happinefs 
of  mankind  ;  firmly  perfuaded,  that 
this  empire  will  long  outlall  the 
ftorms  which  have  overwhelmed 
the  Continent  of  Europe  ;  and  ear- 
nelily  hoping  that  other  nations, 
now  fallen,  may  witnefs  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  a  tyranny  founded  on 
fraud  and  violence,  and  cemented 
with  innocent  blood,  and  again  re¬ 
cover  their  ancient  power  and  in¬ 
dependence,  as  the  bell  guarantees 
for  the  future  welfare  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  Bill  which  I  have  to  pre- 
fent  to  your  Majefty  is  entitled, 
(<  An  Adi  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jehy  ’  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  out 
of  the  Confolidated  Fund  of  Great 
Britain,  and  for  applying  a  certain 
Sum  of  Money,  therein  mentioned, 
for  the  Service  of  Great  Britain, 
for  the  Year  1804;  and  for  further 
appropriating  the  Supplies  granted 
in  this  Seftion  of  Parliament. ” — * 
To  which  your  Commons,  with 
all  humility,  entreat  your  Ma. 
jelly’s  royal  alien  t. 


The  King’s  Moft  Gracious  Sbrech  to 
hath  Houjes  of  Parliament  at  the 

Vot,  XLVL  or  Vql,  IV,  Ne 


Clofe  of  the  Sejjion  y  Augv.fi  i„ 

1804; 

1 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Before  I  put  an  end  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  fellion  of  Parliament,  1  am’ 
defirous  of  expreffing  my  entire 
approbation  of  the  zeal  and  affi- 
duity  with  which  you  have  applied, 
yourfelves  to  the  great  objedls  of 
public  concern  which  have  come 
under  your  confideration. 

You  have  wifely  continued  td 
diredt  your  attention  to  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  improvement  ot 
that  refpedlable  and  powerful  Vo¬ 
lunteer  Force,  which  the  ardour 
and  fpirit  of  my  fubjedls  have  ena¬ 
bled  me  to  efta'blilh,  to  an  extent 
hitherto  unexampled . 

You  have  at  the  fame  time  en¬ 
deavoured  to  combine  an  additional 
eftablifhment  for  our  doiiieltie  de- 
fence  with  the  means  of  augment* 
ing  our  regular  army,  and  of  main¬ 
taining  it  on  fuch  a  fcale  as  may 
be  proportioned  to  the  circum- 
flanceS  "of  the  times,  and  to  the 
rank  whidh  the  country  ought  evesr 
to  hold  among  the  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope* 

Gentlemen  of  fheHdufe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  1 

You  are  entitled  to  my  warm- 
ell  acknowledgments,  for  the 
frefh  proof  which  you  have  given 
me  of  your  affedtionare  attachment 
to  my  perfon  and  family,  and  your 
regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity* 
of  my  crown,  by  the  liberal  pro- 
vifion  which  you  have  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt  on  my  Civil 
Lift  Revenue,  and  for  fur  milling 
me  with  the  additional  means  of 
defraying  the  inereafe  which  has 
unavoidably  taken  place  in  the 
different  branches  of  my  expend! - 
'  Sejuss,  #0  ture« 
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ture.  I  mud  alfo  return  you  my 
warmeft  thanks  for  the  extenflve 
provifion  which  you  have  made  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  efpecially  for  the  juft 
and  prudent  attention  which  you 
have  fnewn  to  true  economy,  and 
to  the  permanent  credit  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  country,  by  the  great 
exertions  you  have  made  tor  pre¬ 
venting,  as  far  as  poffiblc,  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  debt,  and  for  railing 
fo  large  a  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penfes  of  the  war  within  the  year. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  now  only  to  recommend 
to  you  to  carry  into  your  refpeftive 
counties  the  fame  zeal  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  Intereft  which  has  guided  all 
your  proceedings.  It  will  be  your 
particular  duty  to  inculcate  on  the 
minds  of  ail  claffcs  of  my  iubjedls, 
that  the  prefervation  of  all  that  is 
moil  dear  to  them  requires  the 
continuance  of  their  unremitted 
exertions  for  the  national  defence. 
The  preparations  which  tqe  enemy 
has  long  been  forming,  for  {he  de¬ 
clared  purpofe  of  invading  this 
kingdom,  are  daily  augmented, 
and  the  attempt  appears  to  have 
been  delayed,  only  with  the  view 
of  procuring  additional  means  for 
carrying  it  into  execution. 

Relying  on  the  fkiil,  valour, 
and  difcipline  of  my  naval  and 
military  force,  aided  by  the  vo¬ 
luntary  zeal  and  native  courage  of 
my  people,  I  look  with  confidence 
to  the  iffue  of  this  great  conflict ; 
and  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  termi¬ 
nate,  under  the  blefting  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  not  only  in  repelling  the 
danger  of  the  moment,  but  in 
eftablifhing,  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
nations,  the  fecurity  of  this  coun. 
try  on  a  bafts  never  to  be  ftiaken. 


In  addition  to  the  firft  and  great 
objedt,  I  entertain  the  animating 
hope,  that  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  our  fuccefsful  exertions  will 
not  be  confined  within  ourfelves  ; 
but  that,  by  their  example  and 
their  confequences,  they  may  lead 
to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  fuch  a 
fyftcin  in  Europe  as  may  refcue.it 
from  the  precarious  ftate  to  which 
it  is  reduced  ;  and  may  finally  raife 
an  effect ii a!  barrier  againft  the  un¬ 
bounded  fchemes  of  aggrandifement 
and  ambition  which  threaten  every 
independent  nation  that  yet  remains 
on  the  Continent. 


Letter  from  Mr .  Secretary  Yorkey  to 
the  Lords  L  ieutenant  of  Counties , 
author  fv:g  the  Apprehenfon  of  fuch 
Perfons  as  may  he  clandejiinely 
landed  on  the  Coafl.  from  Neutral 
Vefls, 

Dated  Whitehall ,  Dec,  24, 
1803. 

My  Lord, 

It  having  appeared  that  Dutch 
veffels  from  Holland,  under  Pruffian 
colours,  have  been  in  the  practice 
of  reforting  to  the  Eaft  Coaft  of 
England,  for  the  double  purpofe  of 
carrying  on  contraband  trade,  and 
conveying  intelligence  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  it  has  been  judged  proper  to 
diredt  that  they  fhould  in  future  be 
prevented  from  fo  doing  between 
the  Humber  and  the  Downs,  Yar¬ 
mouth  Roads  and  the  Downs  ex¬ 
cepted.  As,  however,  the  mea- 
fures  taken  for  this  purpofe,  may, 
in  fome  inftances,  be  eluded,  by 
their  putting  perfons  clandeftinely 
on  fhore,  where  the  coaft  will  per¬ 
mit  of  it,  I  am  to  defire  that  your 
Lordfhip  will  particularly  point 
the  attention  of  the  magift rates 

refiding 
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reading  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  coaft  of  Kflfex  to  this  circum- 
ftance,  in  order  that  they  may 
direct  the  peace  officers,  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  watchful  in  difcovering 
any  perfons  of  this  defcription,  and 
in  bringing  them  before  the  ma- 
giftrates  to  be  examined  ;  in  which 
cafe  I  fhould  wifh  that  the  refult 
may  be  t  ranfmitted  to  me  as  fpeedily 
as  poffible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec, 

C.  Yorke. 


Copy  of  a  Circular  Letter  from  Mr. 
'Secretary  Yorke  to  the  Lieutenants 
of  the  federal  Counties  in  Great 
Britain ,  dated  Whitehall ,  l  yth 
Jan.  1804. 

My  Lord, 

His  Majefty’s  confidential  fer- 
vants  have  thought  it  to  be  their 
duty,  on  further  confidering  the 
improvements  of  which  the  vo¬ 
lunteer  fyftem  is  capable,  to  extend 
to  it  every  ufeful  aid  and  affiftanee 
which  it  can  receive,  confident 
with  a  due  attention  to  that  prin¬ 
ciple  of  economy  on  which  the 
whole  fyftem  is  founded,  and  have 
refolved  to  allow  of  adjutants  and 
fc-rjeant -majors  on  permanent  pay 
to  corps  of  the  different  deferip- 
tions  of  force,  confifting  of  the 
following  numbers,  without  any 
other  conditions  or  reft riCd ions  than 
fuch  as  may  be  applicable  to  the 
whole  volunteer  eftablifhinent. 

Cavalry. — 'To  every  corps,  con¬ 
fifting  of  not  lefs  than  300  effec¬ 
tive  rank  and  file  of  cavalry,  an 
adjutant  on  permanent  pay  will  be 
allowed. — [Pay  when  not  called 
out  into  actual  fervice,  6s.  per  day, 
ditto  for  a  horfe.] 

•  To  every  corps  of  cavalry  under 


300  rank  and  file,  but  confifting 
of  not  lefs  than  three  troops  of  40 
effective  rank  and  file  each,  a  fer- 
jeant-major  will  be  allowed  on 
permanent  pay. — [Pay  when  not 
called  out  into  adfual  fervice,  3s. 

1  id.  per  day,  including  gd.  for  a 
horfe.] 

Infantry. — To  every  corps  of 
infantry,  (including  artillery)  con¬ 
fifting  of  not  lefs  than  500  effective 
rank  and  file,  one  adjutant,  and 
one  ferjeant-major,  on  permanent 
pay,  will  be  alio  wed. -—[Pay  when 
not  called  out  into  actual  fervice, 
6s.  per  day ;  ditto  of  ferjeant- 
major,  ditto  is.  6d.  per  day,  and 
2s,  6d.  per  week  extra.] 

To  every  corps  of  infantry,  con¬ 
fifting  of  not  lefs  than  300  effective 
rank  and  file,  one  adjutant,  but 
no  ferjeant- major,  will  be  allowed 
on  permanent  pay. — [Pay  6s,  per 
day  as  above.] 

To  a  corps  of  infantry,  under 
300  effective  rank  and  file,  but 
confifting  of  not  lefs  than  three 
companies  of  60  privates  each,  one 
ferjeant-major  will  be  allowed  on 
permanent  pay. — [Pay  as  above, 
is.  6d.  per  day,  and  2s.  6d,  per 
week  extra,] 

When  the  corps  to  which  the 
adjutants  and  ferjeant-majors  are 
appointed  fhall  be  called  out  on 
actual  fervice  by  competent  autho¬ 
rity,  thefe  ftaff  officers  will  receive 
the  pay  of  their  refpe&ive  ranks, 
as  in  the  line. 

The  adjutants  are  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Lords  Lieutenants, 
for  his  Majefty’s  approbation,  in 
the  ufual  manner ;  bat  no  recom¬ 
mendation  of  an  adjutant  can  be 
attended  to,  unlefs  the  perfon  re¬ 
commended  has  ferved  at  leaft  four 
years  as  a  commiffioned  officer,  or 
as  a  ferjeant-major  in  the  regulars, 
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embodied  militia,  fencibles,  or 
Eaft  India  Company’s  fervice  and 
the  recommendation  muft  likewife 
diilindly  exprefs  the  adual  period 
of  the  fervice  of  the  perfon  re¬ 
commended,  and  fpecify  the  par¬ 
ticular  corps  in  which  that  fervice 
was  performed. 

Serjcant-majors  may  he  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  commandant  of  the  corps, 
from  among  perfons  who  have  ferv- 
ed  at  leaft  three  years  as  non-com- 
miffioned  officers,  in  his  Majefty’s 
fegular,  embodied  militia,  or  fen- 
cible  forces ;  and  the  period  of  fuch 
fervice,  and  the  particular  corps  in 
which  it  was  performed,  are  to  be 
diftindly  fpecified  in  the  find  pay 
lift  which  (hall  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  War  Office  after  the  appoint¬ 
ment  takes  place. 

All  adjutants  and  {erjeant-ma- 
jors  who  are  placed  on  permanent 
pay,  are  to  confider  themfelves  as, 
at  all  times,  at  the  difpofal  and 
under  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  corps  for  the  time  being,  and 
are  expended  to  gl  vo  their  attend¬ 
ance  whenever  required,  for  the 
drill,  good  order,  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  corps,. 

It  is  not  intended  by  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  to  make  any  alteration 
as  to  the  appointment  of  adjutants 
or  ferjeant- mayors  without  pay. 
They  will  dill  be  allowed  to  corps 
of  fufficient  ilrengtb,  as  directed 
by  the  militia  laws,  and  as  before 
pointed  out  by  the  War  Office  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  28th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1803. 

Jtiis  Maj.jiy ’s  Lieutenant  of  the  — - 


Circular  Letter  from  the  Secretarv  of 
State  to  the  nil  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nants-  of  Counties** — Dated  White - 
batty  Jan ,  1 6a 


My  LorP, 

Referring  your  Lordfhip  to  the 
dir'etdians  contained  in  my  circular 
letter  to  you,  of  the  31ft  of  061. 
lad,  for  the  removal,  in  cafes  of 
emergency,  or  rendering  ufelefs,  if 
needs  be,  fuch  horfes,  draught  cat¬ 
tle,  and  carriages,  as  fhali  not  be 
wanted  for  the  purpofes  therein 
mentioned  ;  I  am  to  delire,  that 
your  Lordfhip  will  confider  in 
every  refped,  as  included  in  thofe 
directions,  all  fuch  veffels,  boats, 
or  craft,  as  (hall  not  be  wanted  for 
the  like  purpofes,  or  fhali  not  be 
armed  and  equipped  for  the  annoy¬ 
ance  of  the  enemy. 

As  I  am  informed  by  H.  R.  H. 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  only 
one  light  cart  per  company  can,  on 
fuch  emergency,  be  allowed  to 
vclunreer  corp1-,  for  earn  ing  their 
camp  kettles  and  nee  ffiaries  on 
their  march,  I  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  vonr  Lordfhip,  to 
give  directions  that  one  fuch  cart 
be  allotted  beforehand  to  each 
company  of  volunteers  within  the 

county  of - ;  and  that  one 

fuch  cart  be  always  kept  marked 
and  numbered,  as  the  carriage  in¬ 
tended  for  the  ufe  of  that  particu¬ 
lar  company  for  this  fervice. — In 
confequence  alfo  of  a  late  fuggef- 
tion  from  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  I  have  ftrongly  to  re¬ 
commend  to  your  Lordfhip,  m 
cemmuncation  with  the  General 
commanding  the  dill  rid  in  which 

the  county  of  — - ij  'includcd^ 

to  give  dire&ions  for  allotting  and 
marking  a  fufficient  number  of 
waeaons  for  moving  the  volunteer' 

OO  O 

force  where  it  is  not  placed  fn  the 
vicinity  of  the  eoa-it  ;  and  it  would 
be  found  extremely  ufefql,  if 
boards,  fuch  as  are  ufed  for  feat* 
in  market  carts,  could  be  provided 
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and  kept  in  readinefs,  at  the  place 
or  places  of  general  affembly,  ready 
to  be  Hung  upon  the  waggons,  to 
which  place  of  affembly  thefe  wag¬ 
gons  fliouid  be  held  bound  to  repair 
upon  the  flgnal  of  alarm  being 
given. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my 
Lord,  &c. 

C.  Yorks. 


Circular  Letter  fr mi  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  Lords  Id  u tenants  of 
Counties ,  with  the  A  slaver  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Snjfex. — Dated  Whitehall \  Jan. 

1804. 

My  Loro, 

As  in  the  event  of  any  of  the 
volunteers  in  the  county  under  your 
Grace’s  charge  being  either  placed 
on  permanent  duty,  or  ordered  out 
on  actual  ferv ice,  they  are  to  be 
fubjedl  to  military  difcipline,  and 
to  all  the  provifions  contained  in 
any  act  of  Parliament  for  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  mutiny  and  defertion, 
by  any  articles  of  war  made  in 
purfuance  thereof,  in  all  calcs 
whatever :  it  appears  to  be  expe¬ 
dient  that  your  Grace  fhould  lofe 
no  time  in  directing  the  command¬ 
ants  of  the  different  corps,  in  the 
cafe  of  their  being  fo  called  our, 
to  caufe  the  articles  of  war  to  be 
read  to  their  corps,  as  foon  after 
their  firft  affembfing  as  may  be 
practicable,  and  to  repeat  the  fame 
from  time  tQ  time  as  opportunity 
may  be  given,  in  the  manner 
praCfifed  in  the  militia  and  regular 
forces. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my 
Lord;  &c.  &q. 

C.  Ygrke, 


Purfuant  to  the  above  order,  I 
do  hereby  direct  that  all  command, 
ing  officers  of  yeomanry  and  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps,  within  the  county 
of  Suffex,  do  pay  obedience  thereto. 

Richmond,  .& c. 
Goodwood^  Jan.  ?q}  1804. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Ha r- 
row  by,  hs  Britan  ic  Majefy’-s 
S  ere t ary  of  State  for  the.  Foreign 
Department,  to  P.  Colquhoun  Gt  df> 
y/q?  relation ■  to  the  A  navigation  of 
Jma.ll  crafty  between  Toman  gen  at/d 
Hamburgh.  —  Dated  Downing 
Street,  July  8th,  1804. 

(  That  the  lighters  be  permitted 
to  navigate  between  the  rivers 
Wefer  and  the  Elbe.’  Orders  have 
accordingly  been  Pent  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  ffiips  of  the  blockade,  to 
permit  the  pad  age  of  lighters, 
barges,  and  other  fmall  craft,  an- 
fwering  the  above  description,  and 
carrying  unexceptionable  goods  for 
neutral  account,  and  to  fuller  the 
fame  to  pafs  without  mol  eft  ati  0.11 
to  and  fro,  along  the  Danifl)  fide 
of  the  JEibe,  through  the  Watten, 
between  Tonningen,  and  Ham¬ 
burgh.  His  Majeliy  hopes,  that 
this  permiffion  will  be  properly  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  not  abufed,  and 
that  no  unfair  advantage  fhall  be 
taken  of  it,  by  which  his  Majefty 
fliouid  fee  himlelf  forced  to  order 
the  blockade  to  be  jr  Turned  with 
greater  ftriffnefs, 

1  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c, 
[Signed)  Harkqwbt. 


Order  for  the  Arreff  of  Sir  George 
Rumbold. 
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MINISTRY  OF  GENERAL  POLICE. 

Paris ,  Sth  Vendemiare,  (Sept.  30 .) 

The  Minifter  of  the  General  P dice  of 
the  Empire ,  Grand  Officer  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour ,  & c.  to  Ma rfkal 
BersiadottCy  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Army  of  Hanover. 

<c  I  have  ftrong  proofs,  M. 
Maifhall,  that  the  Englifh.  agent, 
Rumbold,  at  Hamburgh,  follows 
the  fame  lyftem  of  efpionage ,  and 
of  machinations,  which  have  al¬ 
ready  excited  the  indignation  of 
Europe  againft  Drake  and  Spencer 
Smith  ;  and  it  is  evident  from  the 
circular  letter  of  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  in  confequence  of  the  con,- 
{"piracies  difcovered  of  thefe  two 
wretches,  that  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment  has  dared  to  avow,  and  re¬ 
duce  even  to  a  fyHem,  that  train 
of  confpiracies  on  the  part  of'  its 
Minifters,  accredited  to  the  courts 
of  allied  or  neutral  powers. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  new 
and  fubverflve  principles,  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  Emperor  has  caufed  it  to 
be  declared,  that  he  will  not  re- 
.  Cognife  any  diplomatic  character  in 
the  Englifh  agents  who  have  been 
placed,  by  their  own  Government, 
put  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
common  law  of  civilifed  nations ; 
they  defire,  then,  that  M,  Rum- 
bold  be  considered  as  any  other 
Englifh  individual  who  Ihould 
adopt  criminal  practices,  and  be 
fei'zcd,  if  it  be  in  your  power  to 
do  it,  taking  every  rneafure  to 
•jfecure  his  papers,  I  invite  you, 
Majdhal,  to  take  all  the  neceffary 
{leps  to  accomplifh  this  objeft. 

ff  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

FoycHE,’1 

$ 


Note  of  his  Britannic  Majefy’s  Se„ 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairSy  to  he  laid  before  the  Mi~ 
niflers  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  hy 
the  Englifh  Minifer  at  that  Court. 
Hated  Downing  Street ,  yth  AW. 
1804. 

His  Majefty  has  received  the 
account  of  an  unexampled  aft  of 
violence  committed  at  Hamburgh 
againft  the  perfon  of  Sir  George 
Rumbold,  his  MirHHer  at  that 
place,  who  was  forcibly  feized  in 
his  own  houfe  in  the  night  of  the 
25th  of  Oftober,  by  a  detachment 
of  French  foldiers,  and  carried  off, 
together  with  the  papers  belonging 
to  his  million. 

After  the  repeated  proofs  which 
the  conduft  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  has  exhibited  of  an  utter 
contempt  and  defiance  of  every 
obligation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
his  MajeHy  can  feel  no  furprife  at 
the  perpetration  even  of  fuch  an 
outrage  as  this,  upon  the  territory 
of  a  weak  and  defencelefs  date ; 
but  his  Majefly  owes  it,  not  only 
to  himfelf  and  to  the  refpeftable 
and  unfortunate  city  whofe  rights 
are  molt  immediately  attacked, 
but  to  his  relations  with  the  reft  oi 
Europe,  and  to  the  dignity  oi 
every  power  which  has  Hill  the 
inclination  and  the  means  of  pre. 
ferving  its  independence,  to  loft 
no  time  in  entering  his  folemr 
proteff  againft  fo  atrocious  an  ag- 
greflton. 

If  any  thing  could  render  fuel 
a  proceeding  more  infulting  anc 
alarming,  it  would  be  the  expla 
nation  which  his  Majefly  under. 
Hands  to  have  been  given  of  it  bj 
the  French  refident  at  Hamburgh 
namely,  that  it  took  place  in  con 
fequence  of  orders  given  by  th< 
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Minifter  of  Police  at  Paris  to  the 
Commander  of  the  French  forces  in 
Hanover. 

His  Ma jelly  trulls,  that  there 
will  not  be  found  a  Power  upon  the 
Continent  which  can  remain  infen- 
fible  to  the  confequences  ol  a  mea- 
fure  which,  in  its  principle  and 
example,  not  only  menaces  every 
Court  which  may  at  any  time  fall 
within  the  reach  of  French  arms, 
but  which  is  fubverfive  at  once  of 
the  facred  rights  of  neutral  terri¬ 
tory,  of  the  accullomed  intercourfe 
between  independent  Hates,  and 
of  the  privileges  of  Public  Mi- 
nilters,  hitherto  refpedled  and  re¬ 
cognized  by  every  age  and  by  every 
nation. 

His  Pruffian  Majelly  unqueftion- 
ably  will  not  only  participate  in  the 
fentiments  which  mull  be  common 
to  everv  Sovereign,  but  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  his  dominions,  and  his  fitu- 
ation,  both  as  a  dire&or  of  the 
circle  of  Lower  Saxony,  and  as 
guarantee  of  the  Germanic  confti- 
tution,  will  induce  him  to  feel  a 
deep  and  peculiar  intereft  in  this 
unparalleled  tranfadtion. 

His  Majelly  cannot,  therefore, 
allow  himielf  to  entertain  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  doubt,  that  his  Pruffian  Ma¬ 
jelly  will  fecond  and  enforce,  in  the 
moll  effectual  manner,  the  repre- 
fentations  which  have  been  made 
by  the  fenate  of  Hamburgh  for  the 
immediate  releafe  of  his  Majefty’s 
Minifter,  and  will  further  fee  the 
urgent  necelTity  of  talcing  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  bell  calculated 
to  obtain  from  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  a  public  reparation,  adequate 
to  the  heinous  nature  of  the  indig¬ 
nity,  and  may  alfo  prevent,  for  the 
future,  the  repetition  of  outrages 
which  threaten  to  deftroy  the  re¬ 


maining  diftindlions  of  civilized 
Europe. 


Treaty  o f Peace  between  the  Honourable 
the  Eafi  India  Company  and  their 
Allies ,  on  the  one  Part ,  and  Saheb 
Suhab  Ragogce  Bhounfla,  on  the 
other  ;  fettled  by  M.  Gen.  Welle]- 
ley ,  on  the  Part  of  the  Eafi  India 
Company  and  their  Allies ,  and  by 
Jefwumb  Rao  Ramch under,  on  the 
Part  o  f  Sena  h Saheb  S u bah  Ragogee 
Bhounfla  ,veho  have  each  full  Au¬ 
thority  from  tht  ir  ref pe Hive  Povj» 
ers ;  dated  in  the  Camp  atDeogauu, 
Dec .  17,  1  803. 

1.  That  there  {hall  be  perpetual 
peace  and  friendlhip  between  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  and  Senah 
Saheb  Subah  Ragogee  Bhounlla, 
Rajah  of  Berar. 

2.  Senah  Saheb  Subah  Ragogee 
Bhounlla  cedes  to  the  Company, 
in  perpetual  fovereignty,  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Cuttack,  including  the 
port  and  diftrift  of  Balafore. 

3.  He  likewife  cedes  to  the 
Company  and  their  allies,  in  per¬ 
petual  fovereignty,  all  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  which  he  has  collected  the 
revenues  jointly  with  the  Soubah 
of  the  Dekan,  and  thofe  of  which 
he  may  have  pofteffion,  which  are 
to  the  weft  ward  of  the  river 
Wurda. 

4.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  frontiers 
of  Senah  Saheb  Subah  Ragogee 
Bhounlla  towards  the  territories  of 
his  Highnefs  the  Soubah  of  the  De¬ 
kan,  lhall  be  formed  to  the  weft  by 
the  river  Wurda,  from  its  ifiue 
from  the  Injardy  Hills  to  its  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  river  Godavery. 

5.  rI  he  hills  on  which  the  forts 
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pf  Nernallah  and  Gawalghur  ftand, 
are  to  remain  in  pofleffion  of  Ra- 
gogee  Bhounfla  •  and  all  places 
to  the  fouthward  of  thofe  hills,  and 
to  the  weft  of  the  weftward  of  the 
S-iver  Wurda,  to  be  given  op  to  the 
Britifh  Government. 

6.  Diftricts  amounting  to  four 
lacks  of  rupees  per  annum,  conti¬ 
guous  to  and  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  tffiovementioned  iorts,  are  to 
be  given  op  to  the  Rajah,  and  to 
be  given  up  at  the  fame  time  as  the 
forts. 

7.  Senah  Saheb  Subah  Ragogee 
Bhounfla,  on  the  part  of  himfelf, 
Ills  heirs  and  fucceflprs,  entirely 
renounces  all  claims  of  every  del- 
.cription  on  the  territories  of  the 
Britifh  Government,  ceded  as 
above,  and  uppn  all  the  terriloT 
ries  of  the  Soubah  of  the  Dekan. 

8.  The  Eaft  India  Company  en¬ 
gages  to  mediate  and  arbitrate  any 
tlifpu'es  that  now  exift,  or  may 
hereafter  exift,  between  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  allies  Seumder  Jah  Bahauder, 
and  Rao  Pundit  Purdham  Bahada, 
and  the  Raja  of  Berar. 

9.  Senah  Saheb  Subah  Ragogee 
Bhounfla  engages  never  to  take  or 
retain  in  his  fervice  any  Frenchmen, 
pr  the  fubjeds  of  any  other  Euro¬ 
pean  or  American  power  that  may 
be  at  war  with  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment,  or  any  Britifh  fu.bje&s  either 
European  or  Native,  without  the 
confent  of  the  Company. 

10.  The  Eaft  India  Company 
engage  on  their  part,  that  they 
will  not  affift  or  countenance  any 
^iiboniented  relations,  Rajahs, 
Z  emindars,  or  other  fubjeds  of  the 
•Senah  Saheb  Subah  Raeopee 

O  O 

Bhounfla,  whq  may  fly  from,  or 
pebel  againft  his  authority. 

t  jc  In  order  to  fecure  and  im* 
provf  the  relations  of  peape  and 


friendfhip  hereby  eftabliihed,  the 
refpedive  Governments  agree, 
that  accredited  Minifters  from 
each  fhall  reftde  at  the  court  of  the 
other. 

12.  And  whereas  certain  trea¬ 
ties  have  been  made  by  the  Britifh 
Government  with  feudatories  of 
Senah  Saheb  Subah  Ragogee 
Bhounfla,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that 
the  faid  treaties  fhall  be  confirmed. 
Lifts  of  thefe  treaties  to  be  deliver¬ 
ed  over,  when  the  treaty  is  rati¬ 
fied  by  the  Governor  General  in 
Council. 

13.  The  Senah  Saheb  Subah  Ra¬ 
gogee  Bhounfla,  hereby  renounces 
for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fucceflors, 
all  adherence  to  the  confederacy 
formed  by  him  and  Dowlet  Row 
Scindia,  and  other  lylahfatta  chiefs, 
to  attack  the  Company  and  their 
allies,  and  engages  not  to  affift  thofe 
chiefs,  if  the  war  between  then* 
and  tbp  Honourable  Company 
ffiould  ftill  continue. 

14.  This  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  to  be  ratified  by  Senah  Sa¬ 
heb  Subah,  within  eight  days  from 
the  prefent  time,  and  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  is  to  be  delivered  to  M,  G. 
Wcllefley,  at  which  time  the  or¬ 
ders  for  the  ceffion  of  the  ceded 
territories  are  to  be  delivered  over, 
and  the  troops  are  to  withdraw. 

13.  M.  G.  Welieiley  engages 
that  the  treaty  fhall  be  ratified  on 
the  part  of  the  Honourable  Com¬ 
pany  by  his  Excellency  the  Moft 
Noble  the  Governor  General  in 
council,  and  that  the  faid  ratifica¬ 
tion  fhall  be  delivered  t\yo  months 
from  this  date. 


'Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between 
the  Ala  ha  rajah  Ali  jah  D  owl nt 
Rao  Scindia ,  on  one  Party  and  the 

Honourable 
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Honourable  Eaft  India  Company 
9ft  the  other  Part. 

Dated  Dec.  30,  I  80  3 « 
i*  That  there  (hall  be  perpetual 
peace  and  friendfhip  between  the 
Honourable  Eaft  India  Company, 
and  their  allies,  on  the  one  part, 
and  Maharajah  AH  jah  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindia  on  the  other  part. 

2.  That  Maharajah  cedes  to  the 
Honourable  Eaft  India  Company 
and  their  allies,  in  perpetual  fovc- 
reignty,  all  his  forts,  territories, 
and  rights,  in  the  Dooab,  and 
.country  fituated  between  the  Jum- 
ma  and  the  Ganges,  and  all  the 
forts,  territories,  rights,  and  in¬ 
terests,  in  the  countries  which  are 
to  the  northward  of  the  Raj  alts  of 
Jeypoor  and  Goodepoor,  and  of  the 
Rajah  of  Gohud,  fnch  countries  for¬ 
merly  in  the  poffeffron  of  Mahara¬ 
jah,  fituated  between  jeypoor  and 
Joodepoor,  and  >,0  the  fouth  of  the 
former,  are  to  belong  to  the  Maha¬ 
rajah. 

3.  The  Maharajah  like  wife 
cedes  to  the  Honourable  Eaft  India 
Company  and  their  allies,  in  per¬ 
petual  lovereignty,  the  fort  of 
Broach,  and  the  territory  depend¬ 
ing  thereon,  and  the  fort  of  Ah- 
madnugger,  and  territory  depend¬ 
ing  thereon,  excepting  thofc  lands 
which  it  is  hereafter  agreed  that 
the  Maharajah  is  to  retain. 

4.  The  Maharajah  like  wife 
cedes  to  the  Honourable  Eaft  India 
Company  and  their  allies,  all  the 
territories  which  belonged  to  him, 
previous  to  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  which  are  fituated  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Adjuntee  Hills, 
including  the  fort  and  dift rifts  of 
Jalnapoor,  the  town  and  did  rift  of 
pandapoor,  and  all  other  diftrifts 
between  that  range  of  hills  and  the 
fiver  Godavery* 


5.  The  Maharajah  AH  Jah 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindia,  for  himfelf, 
his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  hereby  re¬ 
nounces  all  claims  to  the  forts,  ter¬ 
ritories,  rights,  and  interefts  ceded 
by  the  foregoing  articles,  and  all 
claims  of  every  defeription  upon  the 
BritifhGovernment  and  their  allies, 
the  Soubah  of  the  Dekan,  the 
Peifhwa  and  Anaud  Row  Guick- 
war. 

6.  The  fort  of  After  Ghur,  the 
city  of  Berhampore,  the  forts  of 
Powanghur  and  Dohud,  and  the 
territories  in  Candeifh  and  the  Gu- 
zerat,  depending  on  thefe  forts, 
fhall  be  reftored  to  Maharajah  Ali 
Jah  Dowlut  Rao  Scindia. 

7.  Whereas  the  Maharajah  All 
Jah  Dowlut  Rao  Scindia  has  re- 
prefented  that  his  family  have  long 
held  an  Enaum  as  a  gift  from  the 
king  of  Hindoftan,  the  diftrifts 
of  Dhoolpoor,  Baree,  and  Rajah 
Kerrah,  which  are  fituated  to  the 
northward  of  the  countries  of  the 
Rajahs  of  Jeypoor  and  Joodepoor, 
and  of  the  Rajah  of  Gohud,  and 
that  lands  in  Hindoftan,  ceded  by 
the  articles  in  this  treaty  to  the 
Honourable  Eaft  India  Company 
and  their  allies,  are  held  in  Jac- 
quin,  by  the  family  of  the  late 
Mahadgie  Scindia,  and  others,  who 
would  fuffer  much  dill  refs  if  depriv¬ 
ed  of  the  advantages  they  enjoy  in 
that  country  ;  it  is  agreed  the 
Maharajah  fhall  continue  to  hold 
in  Enaum  the  lands  of  Dhoolpoor, 
Baree,  and  Rajah  Kerrar,  and  that 
Balah  Bave  Sahel,  and  Munfoor 
Sahel  Mbonfha  Ravel  Nyne,  Boo- 
gagee  Jamdah  Amragie,  Jadhoo, 
and  Wurda  Charie,  fhall  continue 
to  hold  their  lands  in  Jaghir,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Company  j  and 
further,  in  order  that  no  individu¬ 
als  may  incur  loft,  or  even  fuffer 
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diflrefs  in  confequence  of  thefe  ar¬ 
rangements,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
Honour-dole  Eaft  India  Company, 
lhall  either  pay  penfions  or  grant 
lands  in  Jaghir,  according  to  the 
plan  laid  down  by  the  Britifh  Go¬ 
vernment  for  certain  other  Sirbans 
and  others  to  be  named  by  the  Ma¬ 
harajah,  provided  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  fums  paid,  and  the 
Jaghirs  granted,  does  not  exceed 
feventeen  lacks  of  rupees  per  an* 
num. 

8.  That  the  following  lands, 
villages,  &c.  in  the  territories  of 
Rao  Pundit  Pundham,  in  Enaum, 
lately  taken  poffeffion  of  by  the 
Britifh  Government  be  re  ho  red  to 
the  Maharajah,  provided  that  no 
troops  are  introduced  there  on  the 
pretence  of  collecting  revenues,  or 
any  other  pretence  whatfoever, 
viz.  Choomargondy  Purgunnah, 
Jamgaun,  Ranjengaun,  half  of 
Siengaun  Purgunnah,  fix  villages 
in  Umbir  Purgunnah,  five  villages, 
in  Pytan  Purgunnah,  five  villages 
in  Newag  Purgunnah,  five  villages 
in  Kurloh  Purgunnah,  fix  villages 
in  Poona  Purgunnah,  two  villages 
in  Wahy  Purgunnah,  fix  villages 
in  Palwood  Purgunnah,  five  villa¬ 
ges  in  Pandy  Peergaum  Purgunnah, 
five  villages  in  Pagoon  Purgunnah, 
two  villages  in  Parnena  Purgun- 
nah. 

9.  Whereas  certain  treaties 
with  feudatories  of  Maharajah 
have  been  made  by  the  Britifh 
Government,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
fame  be  confirmed.  Maharajah 
hereby  renounces  all  claims  on  the 
perfons  with  whom  fuch  treaties 
have  been  made,  and  proclaims 
them  to  be  independent  of  his 
Government. 

10.  No  perfon  whatever  is  to  be 
molefted  on  account  of  the  part 


which  he  may  have  taken  in  the 
prefent  war. 

11.  It  is  agreed  that  the  rights 
of  his  Highnefs,  the  Peifh  wa,  to 
cultivate  certain  lands  in  Meluah 
and  elfevvhere,  fhall  be  eftablifhed 
as  heretofore. 

12.  The  Maharajah  hereby  re¬ 
nounces  all  claims  upon  Shah  Al- 
lum,  and  engages  not  to  interfere 
any  further  in  the  affairs  of  his 
Majefty. 

13.  The  Maharajah  agrees  never 
to  engage  in  Ids  fervice  any 
Frenchman,  or  other  European, 
or  nations  at  war  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

14.  For  the  better  carrying  in¬ 
to  execution  this  treaty  of  peace 
and  amity,  it  is  agreed  that  ac¬ 
credited  minifters  refide  at  each 
court  from  each  of  the  contra&ing 
powers. 

15.  This  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  to  be  ratified  by  the  Maha¬ 
rajah  Ali  Jah  Dowlut  RaoScindia, 
within  eight  days  from  the  prefent 
time,  and  the  ratification  is  to  be 
delivered  to  Major  General  Wei  • 
lefley,  at  which  time  the  orders  for 
the  ceflion  of  the  ceded  territories 
are  to  be  delivered  over,  and  the 
troops  are  to  withdraw. 

16.  Major  General  Wellefiey 
engages  that  the  treaty  (hall  be  ra¬ 
tified  on  the  part  of  the  Honourable 
Company,  by  his  Excellency  the 
Moft  Noble  the  Governor  General 
in  Council,  and  that  the  faid  rati¬ 
fication  lhall  be  delivered  two 
months  from  this  date. 


Extracts  from  the  Mqniteur  of  the  yth 
and  tyth  of  March ,  1804,  relative 
to  the  Conf piracy  at  Paris . 

March  7.-— On  this  day  lafl 

year  Europe  was  at  peace, 
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A  year  will  have  elapfed  to-mor¬ 
row  fince  the  king  of  England, 
diThonouring  a  reign  of  forty  years 

"by  the  groffeft - ,  fummon- 

ed  his  nation  to  arms,  <(  becaufe,7* 
fa  id  he,  “  in  the  face  of  Europe, 
the  ports  of  France  and  Holland 
were  filled  with  formidable  arma¬ 
ments,  which  threatened  the  con- 
iUtution,  independence,  and  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  Englifh  people. '* 

This  fallacious  meffage  renewed 
the  war. 

The  minifters  of  the  king  of 
England  propofed  a  new  meffage  to 
celebrate  that  anniverfary. 

They  relied  upon  announcing  to 
Parliament,  that  they  had  coward¬ 
ly  caufed  the  Firft  Conful  to  be  af- 
faffinated.  But  he  whodifpofes  of 
■  the  life  of  man  and  the  deftinies  of 
empires,  had  ordained  it  otherwife. 
The  F reach  government  is  ftronger, 
.and  new  energy  has  animated  and 
united  the  citizens,  and  has  taught 
the  wicked  and  the  confpirators 
that  the  people,  the  whole  peo¬ 
ple  affemble,  prefs  round  the  chief 
of  the  ftate.  The  Firft  Conful, 
fuperior  to  all  events,  tranquil  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  vain  confpiracies, 
wholly  devoted  to  the  labours  of 
government  and  the  war,  is  more 
than  ever  in  a  fttuation  to  accom¬ 
pli  ill  the  order  of  deftiny,  and  to 
avenge  the  right  of  nations,  the 
right  of  people,  fo  often  violated  ; 
whilft  the  king  of  England,  vifited 
with  illnefson  the  very  day  mark¬ 
ed  for  the  affaffi nation  of  the  Firft 
Conful. 

•  The  fentence  concludes  with 
fome  of  the  grolfeft  and  falfeft  ex- 
prefiion-e,  relative  to  the  Royal 
Family,  and  the  Englifh  nation. 

At  fight  of  thefe  lignal  proofs 
of  the  exilience  of  a  divine  and 
juft  Providence,  we  recollect  the 
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fublimeft  pictures  of  the  Prophecies 
of  Ifaiah  —we  fay  with  Daniel — ■ 
M  A  N  E  -T  EKE  L-Ph  ARES. 

March  9. — At  (even  this  even¬ 
ing,  Georges }  chief  of  the  band  of 
brigands,  and  Leriddn ,  the  younger, 
were  arrefted  on  the  place  de 
l’Odeon.  Georges  was  in  a  cabri¬ 
olet  ;  he  killed  with  the  piftol- 
ball-  the  peace-officer  who  flopped 
his  hone,  and  wounded  the  officer 
who  had  attempted  to  feize  him. 
He  was^armed  with  a  poignard  of 
the  fame  Engl’fh  fabric  its  the  one 
found  upon  Pichegru.  He  had 
about  him  very  confiderabie  fums 
in  bills  of  the  Bank  of  France,  and 
in  bills  of  exchange  drawn  from 
London.  Every  thing  induces  a  pre- 
fumption  that  he  was  on  1  he  point 
of  attempting  to  efcape,  and  of 
profiting  by  the  darknef  of  the 
night,  to  pafs  the  walls.  He  de¬ 
clared,  without  hefi  ration,  that  he 
had  been  at  Paris  for  federal 
months,  that  he  had  come  from 
England,  and  that  his  million  vas 
to  affaffinate  the  Firft  Confv.h  — 


Leridan  the  younger,  who  wa  c  it 
in  the  lift  of  brigands,  is  -  of 
the  four  individuals  wh  o- 

lice  knew  to  be  at  Pans  nut 
knowing  their  names.  K  m 

by  the  robberies  he  com  c  1  for 
feveral  months  in  'the  M or;  n. 

Report  of  the  Grand  Jus  enume¬ 
rating  the  Brigands  a:  a.  i  by  the 
'  Englifh  Government  attack  the 
Life  of  the  Eirjl  Cen/i  . 

Firft  landing,  on  e  01ft  Au- 


guft,  at  the  foot  of  '  Clifte  de 
Beville,  from  an  «  fli  cutter, 
Capt.  Wright, —  o>ges>  the 

e x - ch ie f  of  the  b r  j  s  d —  2.  V ilL 
neurve, — 3.  Lab.  .  Hilaire . — 4. 
Our  rely  called  oh  u,  arretted  on 
the  nth  Octob  m  the  rue  de 

Rouche. 
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Ro’jchechouanf. — 3.  La  Bothe ,  cal¬ 
led  Kercher ,  his  real  name  is  Bre- 
che. — 6.  Pi  cot,  called  Le  Petit,  ar¬ 
retted  the  7  th  February,  rue  de 
Bacq. — 7.  Troche,  the  Ton,  ar¬ 
retted  at  Eu  on  the  ift  February. 
——8.  Jean  Mane,  under  the  name 
of  Lemaire,  confidential  clerk  of 
Georges. 

Second  landing  at  the  fame 
place,  in  the  beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  from  the  fame  Englifh  vefiel. 
—  i.  Jean  Marie,  the  fame  as  be¬ 
fore. — 2.  Cofter,  called  St.  Vigor, 
one  of  the  accomplices  of  the  3d  NI- 
vofe,  arretted  on  the  8th  February, 
in  the  rue  Xaintoigne.  —  3.  Ar¬ 
man  d  Polignac ,  elded  fon  of  the 
Duke  de  Polignac,  arretted  in  the 
rue  St.  Denis,  28th  February. — 
4.  Jean  Louis. — -3.  Lemerckr. — 
6.  Tamerlan . — 7.  Lei  an,  called 
Brutus. — 8.  Pierre  Jean. 

Third  landing,  on  the  16th  Ja¬ 
nuary,  from  the  fame. —  1 .  Jean 
Mark . — The  fame  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  debarkation ;  conftantly 
returning  to  England  to  bring  the 
other  brigands. — 2.  Charles  Piche - 
gru ,  ex-general,  arretted  at  Paris 
the  27th  Feb. — 5.  Lajolais ,  ex¬ 
general,  under  the  name  of  Fre¬ 
derick,  and  Deville,  fent  to  London 
in  November  latt  by  More  au  to 
Pichegru:  upon  his  return  to  Paris 
he  was  the  go-between  Moreau  and 
Pichegru.  Arretted  at  Paris  14th 
Feb. — 4.  Rnzi/on,  known  among 
the  brigands  by  the  name  of  Gr 
Major,  arretted  at  Paris  the  5 th 
March.  —  3.  'Jules  Polignac ,  fecond 
fon  of  the  Duke  of  that  name,  ar¬ 
retted  on  the  3d  of  March. — 6. 
Rochelle,  called  Roc  he  tie  Bran,  and 
Richemont ,  arretted  on  the  3 t  it  of 
March.  —  7.  Armand  Guillaird ,  of 
Rouen. 

Accomplices  whq  did  not  land 


at  Beville ;  fojne  have  been  in 
France  for  feveral  years,  others 
landed  in  Brittanv,  and  were  to 
recruit  brigands  there,  to  fend  them 
told 'dxG  .—Guillard  Rioul,  of  Rouen, 
known  by  the  name  ot  *57.  Vincent , 
Houvel ,  and  Duval. — 2.  Defol  de 
GriJfoll.es ,  concealed  at  Paris,  where 
he  waited  for  Georges.  He  went 
in  .a  coach,  on  the  1  ft  of  September, 
to  St.  Leu,  and  brought  him  to 
Paris  :  arretted  on  the  10th  of 
November,  on  the  Boulevard  I  ta¬ 
ken. — 3.  Bouvet  de  Lozier,  one  of 
the  principal  confidants  of  Georges , 
charged  to  procure  him  lodgings  at 
Paris,  and  the  environs. — 4.  /Ihra*. 
ham  Augujhis  Charles  D’  Hrfier.—* 
3.  Ruben  Lagmoudiere,  who  came 
from  Rennes  to  join  the  a  fl  a  hi  ns  j 
arretted  on  February  7th  in  one  of 
the  houfes  of  the  Band  Rue  de  Ba* 
gy. — 6.  Barbon  Milabrj,  called 
Bar co. — 7.  Roger,  called  Loifeau , 
came  from  England  by  way  of 
Brittany,  went  to  Paris  with  a 
forged  paftport  from  Rennes  ;  ar¬ 
retted  at  the  Saintonge,  on  the  8th 
ofFebruary. — 8.  Htrve,  fhoemaker 
at  Rennes. — 9.  Me r clie,  of  St. 
Paers,  a  fubaltern  a  Baffin,  arretted 
on  the  7th  of  February . — 10.  Paul 
Ducorps,  commiftary  of  the  Bri¬ 
gands,  arretted  at  Abbeville  on  the 
2  8  th  off  anuary .  —  1 1 .  Louis  Ducorps, 
his  fon,  an  Ex-chouan,  and  robber 
of  Diligences. — 12.  The  Ex-Mar¬ 
quis  of  Revi  ve,  the  confidant  of  the 
Count  D: Artois.  The  portrait  of 
that  prince  was  found  upon  him 
with  this  infeription,  “  Given  by 
the  Count  D'Artois  to  his  faith¬ 
ful  Aide-de-Camp  de  Reviere  for 
the  perilous  journies  taken  in  his 
fervice.”  Arretted  March  3,-*- 
I  3.  Edouard  Qallicye  Le  Paige ,  fent 
from  London  into  Brittany,  for  the 
purpoft  of  forming  a  rallying  point 

of 
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®f  infurreftion,  and  to  recruit  40 
afiaffins  to  be  Tent  to  Paris. — Eveny 
a  notary,  and  Ex-chouan. — 15. 
Di  verger . — Guillemot ,  chief  of  the 
horde  in  the  Morbihan.—  1 7. 
Gamberty  the  fame. — -18.  Jacques 
Evano,  furnamed  the  great  James 
and  Heflor. — 19.  Le  Chevalier 
De  Vefey . —  20.  TrouJJser. — 21.  Ro¬ 
len,  a  chouan. — 22.  Gometz,  prin¬ 
cipal  confidant  of  Georges . — 23.  Ja- 
ques  Andrian y  the  fame. —  24.  Guerin 
Brulard ,  formerly  a  MajorGeneral. 

« — 23 .  Jaques  Due  he  min* — 2  6 .  Saint 
Hubert. — 27.  Colli  ton, — 28,  Jean. 
— 29.  Moreau y  General,  had  an  un¬ 
demanding;  with  the  enemies  of  tire 
ftate  ;  communicated  with  Piche- 
gru ;  held  communications  with 
Georges ,  through  Prefniere  and  V il- 
lenenve  ;  fince  Pic  he  grit's  arrival 
at  Paris,  he  faw  him  feverai  times. 
Once  Pichegru  was  in  company 
with  Georges.  Moreau  communi¬ 
cated  with  Pichegru  through  Hol¬ 
land,  Lajollais ,  and  Frefniere .  Ar- 
refted  on  the  15th  of  February. — 
30.  F  refute  re  y  private  fecretary  to 
Moreau ,  communicated  with  Geor¬ 
ges,  through  V ill ene uve ,  principal 
confidant  to  Pichgrn ,  and  brought 
Pichegru  feverai  times  to  Moreau. 
He  is  fled. — 31.  Labor ie,  general 
Inftigator  and  advifer  of  Moreau . 
He  is  fled. — 32.  Badouville ,  for¬ 
merly  aid-de-camp  to  Pichegru , 
fpy  upon  our  armies,  correfpond- 
ent  of  Wickham>  agent  of  Pichegru , 
arrived  at  Paris,  as  foon  as  he  knew 
Pichegru  was  there.  Arrefted  on 
the  3d  of  March. — 33.  The  Abbe 
David,  charged  with  tying  the 
Jfirfl  knot  of  all  this  plot,  arrefled 
on  the  6th  of  December  laft  year, 
as  he  was  going  to  London  to 
Pichegru.  Brought  to  The  Tem¬ 
ple  on  the  13th  oi  December. — 34- 
Vl&ir  Couchery. — 35*  Rolandy  ar- 


refted  on  the  14th  of  February* — * 
36.  Free  he,  fen.  arrefled  on  the  3d 
of  February* — 37.  Monmet ,  arrefl¬ 
ed  on  the  yth  of  February*— -Sign¬ 
ed,  The  Grand  judge, 

Regnier. 


Note  from  the  />  ritifh  Minifer  at  Lif- 
bon  to  the  Portugufe  Secretary  of 
State,  the  V  if  count  Bafamao ,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Publication  made  by 
General  Lanncs ,  the  French  Mi- 
niftier  at  Lijbon,  againft  the  Britijh 
Government . 

The  underfigned,  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
has  the  honour  to  reprefen t  to  his 
Excellency  the  Vifcount  de  Balfa- 
mao,  that,  for  theprefent  he  ab- 
ftains  from  making  his  complaints 
in  for^i  to  the  government  of  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  prince  Regent, 
refpefting  the  article  extracted  and 
tranflated  from  the  French  paper 
called  the  Moniteur,  of  the  18th 
of  February,  and  which  has  been 
primed  and  pubiifhed  in  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  fupplement  to  No.  ir, 
of  the  Lifbon  Gazette  of  the  13th 
of  this  month. 

The  underpinned  will,  for  the 
prefen t  ;  content  himfelf  with  re¬ 
marking,  that  this  infamous  arti¬ 
cle,  fo  worthy  of  its  authors,  is 
fuited  to  the  flyle  and  genius  of  the 
official  Journal  from  whence  it  is 
copied  ;  but  it  is  altogether  unwor¬ 
thy  of  a  place  in  that  which  gives 
the  tranflanon  of  it  in  the  Portu- 
guefe  language  ;  and  the  underfign¬ 
ed  infinitely  regrets,  that  this  re¬ 
markable  eifay  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  at  Lifbon,  has  been  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  publication  of  aa 

atrocious 
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atrocious  libel  ;  invented  at  plea- 
fuie  by  the  enemies  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  againd  the  raoft  ancient 
and  faithful  ally  of  Portugal. 

The  underflgned  referves  to  him- 
felf  the  advantage  which  refults 
from  this  facility  of  printing  at 
Lifbon,  the  inftant  his  government 
fhall  authorize  him  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  infert- 
ing  a  formal  denial  of  the  abfurd 
calumny  in  queftion  ;  if  that  go¬ 
vernment,  with  its  ftrong  fenfe  of 
confcious  reftitude,  its  glory,  and 
its  renown,  fhould  trouble  itfelf  fo 
far  as  to.  anfwer  to  fimilar  accafa- 
tions,  and  does  not  confuler  it  to 
be  more  confident  with  its  own 
dignity,  to  treat  with  the  fove- 
reign  contempt  which  it  has  al¬ 
ways  witnefied  for  the  contempti¬ 
ble  infipidities  of  the  fame  kind, 
by  which  its  enemies  have  fo  often, 
but  vainly,  attempted  to  blacken 
its  reputation,  fince  the  epocha  of 
the  French  Revolution. 

(Signed)  R.  S.  Fitzgerald, 
and  dated  at  Lilbon,  16th 
March,  1804. 


Copy  of  the  R  equiftiou  tranfmittcd  by 
the  French  Miniflex  for  Foreign 
Affairs  to  Baro?i  Fdcljheim ,  Mi~ 
vijler  of  the  El e  dor  of  Baden ,  for 
the  Purpofe  of  o  r  refling  the  Duke 
D’  Engbien,  jigned ,  C.  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand,  and  dated  at  Paris,  March 
10,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  had  formerly  fent  you  a  note, 
the  purport  of  which  was  to  requeft 
the  arreft  of  the  French  emigrants 
which  met  at  Offenburg,  as  the 
Fird  Conful,  from  the  fucccdivear- 
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reds  of  the  banditti  which  the 
Englifb  government  has  fent  to 
France,  and  from  the  refult  of  the 
trials  which  have  been  here  infti- 
tuted,  has  obtained  a  complete 
knowledge,  of  the  extenfive  part 
which  the  Englifh  agents  at  Often - 
burg  have  had  in  thofe  horrible 
plots  which  have  been  dev  id  d 
againd  his  own  perfon  and  againd 
the  fafety  of  France.  He  has  at 
the  fame  time  learned  that  the  Duke 
of  D’Enghien  and  General  Du- 
mouriez  were  at  Ettenheim. 

As  it  is  impodlble  that  they 
fhould  be  in  that  city  without  the 
permidion  of  his  Ele&oral  High- 
nefs,  the  Fird  Conful,  therefore, 
could  not  fee  without  the.  deeped 
concern,  that  a  prince  whom  he 
had  didinguifhed  by  every  mark  of 
friendfhip,  fhould  give  an  afylum 
to  the  mod  determined  enemies  of 
France,  and  permit  them  fo  tran¬ 
quilly  to  projedf  fuch  unprecedent¬ 
ed  confpiracies. 

From  thefe  extraordinary  occur¬ 
rences  the  Fird  Conful  has  found 
itneceffary  to  order  twofmall  de¬ 
tachments  of  troops  to  repair  to 
Offenburg  and  Ettenheim,  to  feize 
there  the  authors  of  a  crime,  the 
nature  of  which  was  fuch  as  to  place 
thofe  who  are  proved  to  have  had 
a  fhare  in  it  out  of  the  protection  of 
the  law  of  nations.  It  is  General 
Caulincourt  who  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  thofe  orders  of  the 
Fird  Conful,  and  who  there  is  no 
doubt  will  employ  every  care  and 
attention  in  fulfilling  the  fame, 
which  his  Eledioral  Highnefs  can 
wifh.  He  will  have  the  honour  ro 
deliver  your  Excellency  the  letter, 
I  have  been  diredled  to  wwite  you. 
Accept,  Sir,  the  affurance  of  my 
high  confideration. 


Circular 
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Circular  Letter  of  the  French  Minifter 
of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Foreign 
M infers  ref  dent  at  Paris. — Sign¬ 
ed  C.  M.  Talleyrand ,  and  dated  at 
Paris ,  March  24,  1804. 

The  Firft  Conful  h  as  ordered  me 
to  addrefs  to  your  Excellency  a 
copy  of  the  report  prefented  to  him 
by  the  Grand  Judge  on  the  inci¬ 
dental  confpiracy  planned  inFrance, 
by  Mr.  Drake,  minifter  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  at  the  court  of 
Munich,  and  which,  as  to  its  object 
and  date,  was  connected  with  the 
infamous  plot  that  is  now  before  the 
tribunals. 

The  printed  copy  of  the  letters 
and  authentic  papers  of  Mr.  Drake, 
is  annexed  to  the  report.  The 
originals  will  be  immediately  fent, 
by  order  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria. 

Such  a  proftitution  of  the  moft 
honourable  truft,  which  could  be 
confided  in  man,  was  unexampled 
in  the  hiftory  of  civilized  nations. 
It  will  aftonifh  and  afflift  Europe 
as  an  unheard  of  crime,  and  which, 
until  the  prefent  moment,  the  moft 
perverfe  government,  had  not  dared 
to  attempt. 

The  Firft  Conful  is  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fentiments  and 
good  qualities  which  diftinguilh 
the  members  of  the  Diplomatic 
body,  accredited  by  him,  not  to 
be  convinced  that  they  will  be¬ 
hold,  with  profound  forrow,  the 
profanation  of  the  facred  cha rafter 
of  Ambaftador,  fo  bafely  metamor- 
phofed  into  an  agency  of  plots, 
ftratagcms,  and  corruption. 

A nj 'veers  of  various  foreign  Minifers  to 
the  preceding  Let  term 


Anfwer  of the  Imperial  Minfer . 

Citizen  Minister, 

I  return  many  thanks  to  your 
Excellency  for  the  communication 
which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
make  me  of  the  report  of  the  grand 
Judge,  of  which  you  have  fent  me  a 
copy,  and  which  I  {hall  immediate¬ 
ly  tranfmit  to  Vienna,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  my  court.  The  opi¬ 
nion  manifefted  by  the  Firft  Conful 
of  the  fentiments  and  good  quali¬ 
ties  of  the  Diplomatic  body,  which 
has  the  honour  of  being  accredited 
to  him,  proves  the  juftice  he  does 
to  all  the  members  of  whom  it  con- 
lifts  ;  and,  unqueftionably,  he  is 
not  deceived  in  thinking  that  there 
is  not  one  among  us  who  does  not 
decidedly  condemn  every  thing 
which  a  Diplomatic  Agent  and  his 
government  undertake  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  rules 
of  right  and  good  faith  generally 
adopted  among  civilized  nations. 
(Signed)  Count  Cobenzel, 
and  dated  at  Paris,  March  25, 

1804, 

Anfveer  of  the  Ruffian  Charge  dd  AT 
fairs , 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  of  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
which  you  addreft'ed  to  me  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  Firft  Conful,  and  of  the 
report  whichwas  prefented  by  order 
of  the  Grand  Judge,  and  I  have  haf- 
tened  to  tranfmit  it  to  my  court. 

His  Imperial  Majefty  will  fee 
with  fatisfaclion,  that  his  agents  to 
the  French  government  participate 
in  the  juftice  which  the  Firft  Con¬ 
ful  does  to  the  Diplomatic  Body 
accredited  to  him,  and  that  their 

care 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


208  # 

care  to  obferve,  on  all  occafions, 
the  moll  rigorous  principles  of  the 
rights  of  nations,  are  honourably 
appreciated  by  the  chief  of  the 
government. 

(Signed)  Pierre  d’Oubril," 
and  dated  at  Paris,  March  25, 


1804. 


Citizen  Minister, 

I  took  theearlieft  opportunity  of 
tranfmitting  to  my  court  the  letter 
your  Excellency  did  me  the  honour 
of  writing  to  me  on  the  4th  inll. 
and  the  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
Grand  Judge  on  the  incidental  con- 
fpiracy  fortunately  difcovered  by 
the  vigilance  of  the  police. 

You  know.  Citizen  Minifter, 
the  lively  interelt  with  which  the 
King,  my  mailer,  is  infpired  for 
the  prefer v  a tion  of  the  life  of  the 
Firll  Conful,  and  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  order  and  tranquillity  in 
the  hate  of  which  he  is  the  worthy 
head. 

You  may  therefore  anticipate  the 
effeft  which  this  communication 
will  have  on  the  mind  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty,  whoever  may  have 
been  the  authors  and  agents  of  this 
confpiracy  ;  and  your  Excellency 
will  eafily  forefee  all  the  fatisfadlion 
which  his  Majefty  will  feel  at  the 
entire  ceflation  of  fo  many  fuhjedls 
of  alarm  for  the  friends  of  France. 
For  in  difcharging  the  commiffion 
entrufted  to  me,  1  have  confidered 
it  my  duty  to  alfure  his  Majefty  of 
the  perfe£f  union  exifting  between 
the  Au.gu ft  Chief  of  the  Republic 
and  all  the  fervants  of  the  Hate, 
between  the  whole  nation,  and  its 
reprefentatives  or  defenders. 

It  is  by  fuch  a  conduct  that  I 
ihall.  endeavour  to  conciliate  for 
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the  facre,d  character  with  which  I 
am  inverted,  the  confidence  and  the 
regard  of  the  government  to  which 
the  King,  my  mailer,  has  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  fend  me. 

(Signed) 

Marquis  de  Lucchesini, 

and  dated  at  Paris,  March  26, 

1 804. 

Anftwer  of  the  Danijh  Minifter • 

Citizen  Minister, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  the  report  of 
the  Grand  Judge,  refpedling  the 
confpiracy  carried  on  in  France  by 
Mr.  Drake,  and  I  havehaftened  to 
tranfmit  it  to  my  court.  The  pe- 
tufal  of  the  letters  and  authentic 
papers  ififued  by  Mr.  Drake,  mull 
fincerely  afftidl  all  the  members  of 
the  Diplomatic  body.  It  is  a  fub. 
jedt  of  concern  to  obferve  that  a 
minifterhas  pradtifed  thofe  intrigues 
which  ought  to  be  foreign  to  his 
charadler,  and  to  the  dignity  ofhis 
funclions.  Every  foreign  minifter 
mull  regret  with  me,  that  a  pub¬ 
lic  man  can  be  accufed  of  fuch 
conduct ;  and  do  not  doubt  but  all 
the  foreign  minifters  will  partake 
my  fentiments  and  opinions  ref- 
peclingthe  condudt  of  Mr.  Drake. 

Signed)  Dreyer, 

dated  at  Paris,  March  25th,  1804s 
A ’fiver  of  the  American  Minifter* 

r 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  note  which 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  add  refs 
to  me,  with  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Judge,  relative  to 
papers  which  prove  that  Mr.-  Drake 
the  Britifh  minifter  at  Munich,  has 
held  a  culpable  cofrefpondence  with 
traitors,  for  objects  which  all  ci¬ 
vilized 
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■yilizcd  nations  mud  regard  with 
horror;  and  that  horror  mud  be 
redoubled,  when  we  fee  that  it  is 
a  minider  that  thus  proditutes  his 
facred  cha rafter. 

When  a  fubaltern  agent  commits 
a  bafe  or  atrocious  aft,  it  mav  be 
fuppofed  he  is  influenced  by  per- 
fonal  intered,  but  the  aftions  of  a 
minider  are  generally  attributed  to 
the  government  hereprefents  ;  and 
even  when  he  afts  againd  his 
orders,  (which  I  hope  is  the  cafe 
in  this  indance),  his  conduft  is  fo 
much  identified  with  his  govern¬ 
ment,  that  fuch  afts  tend  to  over¬ 
turn  focial  order,  and  to  bring 
back  nations  to  barbarifm,  I  beg 

O 

vour  Excellency  to  offer  to  the 
Fird  Conful,  in  the  name  of  my 
government,  the  mod  fincere  feli¬ 
citations  for  having  happily  efcaped 
the  attempts  of  his  enemies,  di- 
refted  not  only  againd  his  life,  but 
againd  an  objeft:  more  dear  to  his 
heart,  the  happinefs  of  the  nation 
of  which  he  is  the  chief  ;  a  happinefs 
which,  is  the  refult  of  his  noble 
labours  in  the  field  of  honour,  and 
in  the  cabinet,  and  which  is  not 
yet  Efficiently  edablifhed,  not  to 
be  deeply  fhaken  by  his  lofs. 

(Signed)  Livingston, 
dated  Paris,  March  26,  1804. 

A?ifnjJer  of  the  Ba<varia?i  Minijier . 

Citizen  Minister, 

I  have  received  the  letter  by 
which  you  have  communicated  to 
me  the  report  of  the  Grand  Judge 
on  the  fcandalous  and  criminal  in¬ 
trigues  of  Mr.  Drake,  Minider  of 
his  Britannic  Majedy  at  my  Court. 

I  do  not  hefitate  to  affure  your 
Excellency,  that  the  Eleftor  will 
manifeft,  by  meafures  the  mod  fe- 
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vere,  the  mod  efficacious,  and  mofl 
conformable  to  his  perfonal  friend- 
flip  for  the  Fird  Conful,  the  grief 
and  indignation  which  this  Prince 
mufc  feel,  in  confequenc’e  of  the 
Tile  and  iniquitous  defigns  which 
have  been  fo  daring; y  meditated 
and  followed  up,  within  his  dates, 
under  the  mask  of  a  facred  cha¬ 
racter*-— X  fho'uld  in  vain  endeavour* 
to  exprefs  to  you.  Citizen  Mi¬ 
nider,  how  deeply  I  deplore  the 
outrage  refulting  from  the  tranf- 
aftion  againd  the  refpeftable  func¬ 
tions  which  I  exercife.  It  im~ 
preffes  me,  however,  with  the 
d  ranged  fenfe  of  your  attention, 
m  informing  me  of  the  judice  done 
by  the  Fird  Conful  to  the  fenri- 
ments  of  all  thofe  who  have  the 
honour  of  being  accredited  near 
his  per  fore  ]  (hall  ever  be  ambu 
tious  to  obtain  his  approbation,  as 
a  flattering  recompenfe  for  my  zeal, 
and  as  the  moll  honourable  means 
of  meriting  the  regard  of  my  So¬ 
vereign* 

(Signed)  CetTo, 

and  dated  at  Paris,  March  2 <5, 

1 804. 

A f^wer  of  the  Minijier  of  the  Ligu¬ 
rian  Republic , 

Citizen  Minister, 

The  communication  which,  by 
order  of  the  Fird  Conful,  you 
have,  done  me  the  honour  to  make 
me  of  the  letters  and  authentic 
papers  of  the  correfpondence  in 
France  of  Mr.  Drake,  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majedy ’s  minider  at  the 
court  of  Munich,  has  caufed  fo> 
great  an  adonifhment,  that  I  have 
hardly  recovered  from  it.  I  trud. 


without  fuch  convincing  proofs,  it 
was  hardly  pofiible  to  conceive  that 
vol.  XL VI,  or  Yol,  IV,  New  Series,  *  P  a  perfon, 
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a  perfon,  reprefenting  at  a  refpeCL 
able  court  his  fovereign,  could  de- 
bafe  the  moll  honourable  functions 
with  which  <i  man  can  be  inverted, 
in  making  them  the  inftruments  of 
fomenting  and  organizing  fecret 
and  perfidious  plots,  which  tended 
to  nothing  lefs  than  to  overturn,  if 
poffible,  the  republic,  to  replunge 
France  into  all  the  horrors  of  in¬ 
ternal  divisions,  and  to  overwhelm 
Europe  with  thofe  misfortunes 
which  would  inevitably  have  fuc- 
ceeded  this  fatal  revolution  in 
France.  .Everyman  to  whom,  by 
his  government,  is  confided  the 
honour  of  reprefenting  it  at  foreign 
courts,  ought  to  be,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  juftly  irritated  by  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Mr.  Drake,  and  to  de¬ 
nounce  him  to  Europe,  as  unworthy 
of  being  counted  among  the  number 
of  thofe  perfons  called  by  their  go¬ 
vernment  to  exercife  the  facred 
functions  of  diplomacy.  This 
fentiment  Ought  to  be  general, 
efpecially  among  the  diftinguifhed 
members  of  the  diplomatic  corps, 
who  have  the  honour  of  being  ac¬ 
credited  near  the  Firft  Conful,  to 
whom,  I  pray  you,  Citizen  Mi- 
nifter,  to  fubmit  the  particular  ex- 
predion  of  the  profound  grief 
which  I  have  felt,  from  the  com¬ 
munication  which  you  have  deigned 
to  make  me  in  his  name.  My 
overnment,  to  whom  T  have  trans¬ 
mitted  your  Letter,  with  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Grand  Judge,  and  the 
annexed  papers,  will  take,  I  doubt 
not,  a  lively  irvtercft  in  this  event, 
and  will  always  be  watchful  in  cafe 
the  enemies  of  France  and  its  allies 
fhould  ever  attempt  to  dififeminate 
in  Liguria  criminal  infinuations, 
they  may  produce  no  other  effect, 
than  to  cover  with  lhame  the  per¬ 


fidious  men  who  (hall  dare  to  fpread 
them. 

(Signed)  Ferrer  ij 

and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1804. 

An  fiver  of  the  Envoy  of  the  Republic 
of  Lucca . 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiv¬ 
ing  the  letter  which  your  excel¬ 
lency  addreffed  me,  under  the  date 
of  3  Germinal,  and  the  copy  of 
the  report  prefented  by  the  Grand 
Judge  to  the  Firft  Conful,  on  the 
confpiracy  that  Mr,  Drake,  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  miniiler  at  the 
court  of  Munich,  has  formed 
againft  the  French  republic.  It 
certainly  will  infpire  great  regret 
in  all  the  members  of  the  diplo¬ 
matic  corps,  to  fee  proftituted  in 
fo  high  a  degree,  the  moil  facred 
and  honourable  character  ;  the  plots 
of  Mf  .  D.  fhould  excite  the  indig¬ 
nation  of  all  thofe  governments 
which  defire  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  The  government  of 
Lucca,  which  has  never  ceafed  to 
wifh  the  profperity  of  France,  and 
the  happinefs  of  the  Firft  Conful, 
and  which  felt  the  greateft  horror 
on  hearing  of  the  attempts  againft 
the  life  of  the  Firft  Conful,  will 
learn  with  ft  ill  greater  affliction, 
the  new  machinations,  which  in 
endangering  the  fafety  of  the 
French  republic,  would  have  de¬ 
prived  the  republic  of  Italy  of  the 
peace  and  happinefs  which  fhe  en¬ 
joyed  under  its  aufpices.  I  haftefi 
Confequently  to  entreat  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  to  prefent  to  the  Firft 
Conful,  in  the  name  of  my  go¬ 
vernment,  the  molt  fincere  con¬ 
gratulations,  on  the  fortunate 
difeovery  of  this  plot,  which  will 
have  no  other  effeCI  than  to  cover 

with 
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With  difhonour,.  its  agents,  and  its 
authors. 

(Signed)  J.  Beli.usni, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1804.= 

Anfiver  of  the  Envoy  of  the  Savfs 
Confederacy * 

The  underfigned  envoy  extra¬ 
ordinary  of  the  Swifs  confederacy 
neat*  the  Firft  Confui,  has  received 
with  gratitude  the  communication 
which,  by  order  of  the  Firft  Con¬ 
fui,  his  Excellency  the  minifter 
of  foreign  relations  has  addrefled 
to  him  the  3d  Germinal.  He 
haftens  to  tranfmit  to  the  Lan- 
damman  of  the  Swifs,  who,  as  well 
as  all  the  Swifs,  will  learn  with 
deep  regret  this  new  confpiracy 
againft  their  gracious  ally^  The 
underfigned,  highly  flattered  by 
the  expreftioris  contained  in  the 
letter  with  which  his  Excellency 
the  minifter  of  foreign  relations 
has  been  pleafed  to  honour  him, 
entreats  his  Excellency  to  renew  to 
the  Firft  Confui  the  homage  of 
his  profound  refpedi,  and  the  ex¬ 
pedition  of  his  flncere  wifhes  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  precious 
life. 

(Signed)  C.  d'e  Maillardoz, 
and  dated  March  26,  1  804* 

A  of  aver  of  the  Portugufe  M infer. 

Citizen  Minister, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which 
your  Excellency  did  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  addrefs  to  me  of  the  3d 
Germinal,  with  a  copy  of  the 
report  prefen  red  by  the  Grand 
Judge,  to  which  are  annexed  copies 
of  the  papers  and  letters  of  Mr. 
Drake,  his  Britannic  Majefty’s 
minifter  at  the  Court  of  Munich. 
1  thank  your  Excellency  for  this 
communication,  and  I  lhaU  haften 

jf  x 
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to  tranfmit  it  to  my  court.  Ygtt 
render  juftice,  Citizen  Minifter, 
to  my  fentimcnts,  in  believing  the 
profound  grief  that  I  feel  by  the 
profanation  of  the  facred  character 
of  an  ambaffador. 

(Signed)  J.  M.  De  Souza, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1804* 


Anfweh  of  the  Legate  of  the  So'Ve- 
reign  Pontiff. 

Sir,  *• 

I  have  received  with  the  letter 
of  your  Excellency  of  the  3d  Ger¬ 
minal,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Judge,  relative  to  the  correC 
pondence  of  Mr.  Drake*  minifter  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty  at  the  court 
of  Bavaria,  with  a  lift  of  thofe  who 
have  confpired  in  the  interior  of 
France  againft  the  Government. 
The  tender  attachment  of  his  Ho- 
linefs  for  the  perfon  of  the  Firft: 
Confui,  the  refpedt  which  I  know 
he  entertains  for  him,  in  confide- 
ration  of  the  important  fervices  he 
has  rendered  to  religion,  and  the 
fpecial  protection  he  has  extended 
to  the  church,  the  gratitude  which, 
not  only  French  catholics,  but 
likewife  thofe  of  neighbouring 
countries,  owe  hirft,  have  excited 
in  me  the  moft  lively  forrow  when 
1  learned  that  his  life  was  in  dan-, 
ger,  and  the  public  tranquillity 
had  been  fo  near  being  difturbed. 
I  was  then  very  far  from  thinking 
that  any  of  the  diplomatic  agents 
could  be  implicated  in  this  confpi¬ 
racy  ;  the  public  and  facred  cha¬ 
racter  with  which  they  are  clothed* 
fheltered  them  from  fuch  a  fuf- 
picion.  I  perceive  with  great 
regret,  by  the  correfpoodence 
which  your  Exellency  has  tranf- 
xnitted  to  me,  that  ©no-  of  thejfe. 

*  P  2  agent* 
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agents  has  permitted  himfelf  to 
addrefs  to  the  enemies  of  the  French 
government,  in  the  interior,  in- 
ftruHions,  means,  and  plans.  I 
am  per  {haded  that  his  Holinels  will 
feel  as  fenfibly  as  myfelf  this  me¬ 
lancholy  intelligence.  Deign  to 
allure  the  Fir  ft  Conful  that  the 
Pontiff  has  viewed,  and  will  al¬ 
ways  continue  to  view,  with  hor¬ 
ror,  whatever,  {hall  tend  to  dif- 
turb  the  interior  peace  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  on  which  refts  the  en¬ 
tire  edifice  for  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  the  Catholic  religion  in  France. 
Every  attempt  a  gain  ft  his  precious 
life  will  be  viewed  by  his  holinefs 
as  a  crime  as  atrocious  in  itfelf  as 
it  is  fatal  to  the  church  and  to  the 
repofe  and  tranquillity  ol  France. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  diplo¬ 
matic  corps  of  Europe  will  par¬ 
ticipate  with  me  in  thefe  fenti- 
Mients,  and  that  they  will  openly 
difavow  whofoever,  among  the 
members  that  compofe  it,  {hail 
abufe  his  chara&sr  to  propagate 
difcord,  and  foment  difturbances. 

(Signed) 

J.  B.  Cardinal  Cafrara, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1S04. 

A  ft  fixer  of  the  M infer  of  Saxony . 

,  Citizen  Minister, 

I  have  received  the  note  which 
your  Excellency  did  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  addrefs  to  me,  of  the  date 
pf  the  3d  Germinal,  with  a  copy 
of  the  report  which  has  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Firft  Conful  by  the 
•Grand  judge  on  the  confpiracy 
formed  by  Mr.  Drake,  Minifier 
©f  his  Britannic  Majefty  at  the 
Court. of  Munich  ;  alfo  the  printed 
copies  of  letters  and  other  authen- 
•tic  papers  of  the  faid  Mr.  Drake, 
and  I  havehafttned  to  tranfmit  the 


whole  to  my  court.  There  is  no 
one.  Citizen  Minifter,  who  will 
not  learn  with  grief  that  Mr. 
Drake,  invefted  with  the  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  public  character,  fhould 
defcend  to  fuch  a  profanation  of  it. 

(Signed)  Ct.  de  Bunau, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1 804. 

An  fiver  of  the  M  infer  of  the  Arch 
Chancellor  of  the  German  Empire* 

Citizen  Minister, 

The  underfigned  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Highnefs  the 
Elector  and  Arch  Chancellor  of 
the  Germanic  Empire,  having  re¬ 
ceived  with  refpectful  acknow¬ 
ledgment  the  letter  which  your 
Excellency  had  been  pleafed  to  ad¬ 
drefs  to  him,  of  the  date  of  the 
3d  inftanr,  in  which  is  enclofed  a 
copy  of  the  report  prefented  to 
the  Firft  Conful  on  the  confpiracy 
formed  in  France  by  Mr.  Drake, 
Minifter  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  at  the  Court  of  Munich,  he 
has  haftened  to  fend  the  above 
pieces  to  his  Highnefs  the  Eledtor. 
The  more  neceffaiy  fidelity,  ho¬ 
nour,  and  probity,  are  in  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  a  man  to  whom  has  been 
entrufted  the  honourable  fun  Hi  on 
of  diplomacy,  the  deeper  is  the 
forrovv  which  mu  ft  be  felt  at  the 
contemplation  of  this  perfidious 
plot.  The  unbounded  fentiments 
of  attachment,  and  the  high  con- 
fideration  which  the  Eledtcr  and 
Arch  Chancellor  has  expreffed  for 
the  Firft  Conful,  are  fo  well 
known,  that  the  indignation  which 
he  will  feel  at  this  news,  may  be 
eafily  conceived. - 'I  he  under¬ 

figned,  who  by  the  exprefs  order 
of  his  Highnefs  the  Eledfor,  hi& 
mailer,  has  already  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  expreffing  thefe  fentiments 

himfelf 
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himfelf  at  the  laft  diplomatic 
audience,  begs  of  your  Excel¬ 
lency  to  repeat  to  the  Fir  ft 
Conful  an  afifurarice  of  the  warm 
intereft  in,  and  fincere  wifhes  for, 
his  prefervation  entertained  by  his 
Highnefs  the  Elector* 

(Signed) 

Charles  Comte  de  Boeust, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1804* 

Art  fiver  of  the  Neapolitan  Minijler . 

Sir, 

I  have  juft  received  the  com¬ 
munication  which  your  Excel¬ 
lency  had  been  pleafed  to  make 
to  me  of  the  report  of  the  Grand 
judge  to  the  Firft  Conful,  and  the 
annexed  papers,  on  a  confpiracy 
directed  againll  France.  The  jus¬ 
tice  which  the  Firft  Conful  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  fentiments  of  the  di¬ 
plomatic  corps  who  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  accredited  by  him, 
excites  the  gratitude,  and  corref-. 
ponds  fully  with  the  fenfations  of 
profound  forrOw  with  which  it  has 
beheld  the  fanSlity  and  dignity  of 
a  public  character  profaned,  whofe 
fun&ions  are  confecrated  by  ho¬ 
nour  and  fidelity.  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceal  from  your  Excellency  the  ex¬ 
treme  pain  with  which  I  read  the 
papers  which  contain  this  commu¬ 
nication,  and  which  I  have  made 
it  my  duty  to  tranfmit  immedi¬ 
ately  to  my  court.  The  fenti¬ 
ments  of  his  Majefty,  the  King, 
my  mailer,  for  the  perfon  of  the 
Firft  Conful,  and  for  the  in¬ 
terior  tranquillity  of  a  refpe&ed 
nation,  whofe  iituation  has  inch 
influence  in  furrounding  nations, 

O  7 

are  too  well  known  to  the  Firft 
Conful  to  render  it  neceflary  lor 
me  to  remind  your  Excellency  of 
them  on  this  occafion. 

(Signed)*  i)s  Gallo, 
2nd  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1 804. 


A /.’fiver  of  the  M imfier  of  the  Free 
Cities  of  the  German  Empire , 

Citizen  Minister, 

I  have  juft  received  the  letter 
which  your  Excellency  did  me  the 
honour  to  add  refs  to  me,  together 
with  the  printed  letter  and  authen¬ 
tic  papers  of  Mr.  Drake,  Miniflef 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty  at  Mu¬ 
nich,  relative  to  a  confpiracy 
planned  under  his  direction.  The 
imprellion  which  a  knowledge  of 
thefe  details  muft  make  upon  every 
man  who  refuedts  the  rights  of 
nations  and  the  general  interefts  of 
humanity,  cannot  but  be  of  the 
moft  painful  nature.  Such  at  lea  ft 
will  be  the  feelings  ofthemagif- 
tra-tes  of  the  free  towns  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  This  fentiment  will  He  the 
ilronger,  as  the  confpiracy  was 
principally  directed  againll  the 
perfon  ot  the  Firft  Conful,  whom 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  free 
towns  of  the  empire  regard  as  the 
generous  protestor,  who  has  pre, 
ferved  their  independence,  and  tor 
whom  they  feel  the  higheft  venc* 
ration  and  the  moft  perfect  attach¬ 
ment.  The  difeovery  of  this  plot 
has  no  where  produced  fo  ftjong 
and  general  a  fenfation  of  forrow, 
as  among  the  inhabitants  ot  thefe 
towns.  The  letters  which  I  re¬ 
ceived  on  their  hearing  the  news 
of  this  confoiracv,  discovered  how 
great  was  the  confternation  among 
all  ciafies  of  the  citizens,  and  iub- 
fequent  ones  teftiiv  the  general  fe¬ 
licity  on  hearing  that  this  plot  has 
been  completely  crulhed. 

(Signed)  Abel, 

Anfwer  of  the  Minijler  of  the  Land* 
g  raz>  e  of  Heffe  Da  rmfi adt. 

Citizen  Minister, 

1  have  battened  to  tranfmit  to 
my  court  the  letter  with  which 
*  P  3  your 


214* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


your  Excellency  has  honoured  me, 
and  a  copy  ot  the  report  of  the 
Grand  Judge,  with  the  printed 
letters,  authentic  papers  of  the 
iVjinifter  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 
at  Munich.  Every  honeft  man 
Riuft  be  deeply  afflicted  on  dif- 
covering  that  Mr.  Drake  has  fo 
far  forgotten  what  he  owed  to  the 
dignity  of  his  public  character 
and  to  himfelf,  as  to  become  the 
author  of  the  vile  confpiracy 
againft  the  French  republic  and 
its  auguft  chief.  I  am  perfuaded 
that  the  opinion  ot  the  Firft  Con- 
ful  relative  to  the  diplomatic  corps, 
will  be  fully  juftifted  by  each  of 
its  members,  and  I  hope  in  regard 
to  rnyfelf,  that  after  a  refldence 
of  many  years,  the  refpeclful  at¬ 
tachment  which  I  have  always  en¬ 
tertained  fortheperfon  of  the  Firft 
Conful,  is  fo  well  known  to  your 
Excellency,  that  you  need  no  a f_ 
furances  to  be  convinced  of  the 
fentiments  of  indignation  and  hor¬ 
ror  with  which  the  difnonourable 
conduct  of  Mr.  Drake  has  infpired 
pie, 

(Signed) 

Augustus  de  Pappenheim, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1804, 

Anfwer  of  the  Batavian  M infer. 

Citizen  Minister, 

The  ambaflador,  who  while  at 
Tendon,  faw  the  veflfels  of  his 
nation  brought  into  Englifh  ports, 
during  the  time  of  peace,  had  rea- 
fon  to  expeft  that  a  war  preceded 
by  fuch  a  flagrant  violation  to  the 
common  principles  of  juftice,  and 
of  the  rights  pf  nations,  would 
be  carried  on  with  little  delicacy  as 
to  the  choice  of  means.  It  is  with 
governments  as  with  individuals, 
when  pace  the  banders  of  juftice 


have  been  broken  down,  power 
is  the  only  guide,  and  neither 
know  where  to  flop  their  career. 
Although  the  hiftory  of  every  na¬ 
tion  attefted  this  melancholy  truth, 
it  was  ft  ill  difficult  to  conceive  the 
poffibility  of  an  event,  fuch  as  is 
detailed  in  the  communication  of 
your  Excellency,  and  it  has  been 
refer ved  for  the  prefen t  age  to  fur. 
nifh  fo  fatal  and  daring  an  attempt. 
If  the  fafts  developed  in  this  cor- 
refpondence  infpire  the  deepeft  af¬ 
fliction  in  the  breaft  of  every  indi¬ 
vidual  capable  of  calculating  the 
fatal  confequences  ari'ftng  from  the 
abufe  of  one  of  the  inoft  facred  and 
refpeftable  of  characters,  how 
poignant  muft  be  the  fenfations  of 
one  who  is  invefted  with  this  cha¬ 
racter,  and  who  has  endeavoured, 
by  an  adherence  to  his  own  duties, 
to  acquire  a  right  to  that  refpeCt, 
protection,  and  inviolability,  which 
the  laws  of  nations  allure  him. — * 
The  Batavian  ambaftador,  the  mi- 
nifter  of  a  nation  renowned  in  all 
ages  for  its  juftice  and  incorrupti¬ 
bility,  to  whom  loyalty  has  be¬ 
come  habitual,  and  which  obferves 
a  religious  refpeCt  for  the  laws  of 
nations,  muft  in  the  prefent  cafe 
feel  a  double  portion  of  the  general 
indignation. 

(Signed)  Schimmelpenninck, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1  804. 

Anfwer  of  the  Minifer  of  the  Grarf 
Mafler  of  Malta, 

Sir, 

I  haften  to  inform  your  Excel¬ 
lency,  that  I  have  received  your 
letter  of  the  31  Germinal,  with 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Grand 
Juuge,  relative  to  the  confpiracy 
deftgned  by  Mr.  Drake,  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty ’s  ininifter  at  the 

Court 
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Court  of  Munich.  I  Ihall  imme¬ 
diately  tranfmit  the  communica¬ 
tion  to  his  Highnefs  the  Grand 
Mailer  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerufalem  :  his  attachment,  his 
profound  devotion,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  order  over  which  he  prefides, 
to  the  intereils  of  France,  and  the 
auguft  perfon  of  the  Firft:  Conful, 
are  fuch,  that  he  will  feel  the 
greateil  horror  and  indignation 
when  he  hears  of  this  odious  plot. 

(Signed) 

The  Bailiff  of  Ferrete, 
and  dated  Paris,  March  26,  1804. 


Copy  of  a  circular  Note  addrejfed  to 
the  Foreig?i  M infers  ref  dent  at 
the  Court  of  London . 

Downing  Street ,  April  30,  1804. 

Sir, 

The  experience  which  all  Eu¬ 
rope  nuift  have  had  of  the  conduct 
of  the  government  of  France, 
would  have  induced  his  Majefty 
to  treat  any  charges  which  might 
have  been  brought  by  them  againft 
his  government,  with  filence  and 
contempt,  if  the  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  unauthorized  anfwers 
which  many  of  the  Minifters  of 
Foreign  Powers  have  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  return  to  a  recent  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affairs  at  Paris,  had  not  given  to 
the  lubjecl  of  that  communication 
a  greater  degree  of  importance 
than  jt  would  otherwife  have  pof- 
feffed. 

His  Majefty  has  therefore  com¬ 
manded  me  to  declare,  that  he 
trufts  it  cannot  be  neccffary  for 
him  to  repel,  with  the  fcorn  and 
indignation  which  it  defer  ves, 
that  moil  unfounded  and  atrocicys 
calumny,  that  his  government 
were  parties  to  any  project  ©f 


affaffination—  an  accufation  moil 
falfely  and  calumnioufly  advanced, 
under  the  fame  authority,  againft: 
members  of  his  Majefty ’s  former 
government  in  the  laft  war — an 
accufation  inconfiilent  with  his 
Majefty’s  honour,  and  with  the 
known  character  of  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  fo  completely  unfup- 
ported  by  even  any  fhadow  of 
proof,  that  it  may  juftly  be  pre¬ 
fumed  to  have  been  brought  for¬ 
ward  at  the  prefen t  moment,  for 
the  foie  purpofe  of  diverting  the 
attention  of  Europe  from  the  con¬ 
templation  of  that  fanguinary  deed 
which,  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  of  the  plaineft  didlates 
of  honour  and  humanity,  has  been 
recently  perpetrated  by  the  diredt 
order  of  the  Firft  Conful  of  France. 

That  his  Majefty’s  government 
fhould  difregard  the  fentiments  of 
fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  France 
as  are  juftly  diflfatisfied  with  the 
government  of  that  country  ;  that 
they  fhould  refufe  to  liften  to  their 
defigns  for  liberating  their  country 
from  the  degrading  yoke  of  bond¬ 
age  under  which  it  now  groans, 
or  to  aid  and  afiift  them,  as, far  as 
fuch  defigns  are  fair  and  juftifiabk, 
would  be  inconfiilent  with  the  du¬ 
ties  which,  under  circumftances 
like  the  prefent,  every  wife  and 
juft  government  owes  to  itfelf  and 
to  the  world  in  general. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  right  of 
belligerent  powers  to  avail  them* 
felves  of  any  difeontents  exifting 
in  the  countries  with  which  they 
may  happen,  tci  be  at  war.  The 
expediency  of  adliug  upon  this 
right  (even,  i.f  the  right  were  in 
‘any  degree  doubtful)  would,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  be  moll  fully 
fanclioned'  ;  not  only  by  the  ac¬ 
tual  ftate  of  the  French  nation, 
*  P  3  bus 
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but  by  the  conduct  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  country,  which,  ever 
fince  the  commencement  of  thepre- 
fent  war,  has  maintained  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  difadeded  in 
his  Majefty's  dominions,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Ireland,  and  has  adually 
afiembled,  on  the  coaft  of  France, 
a  body  of  Irifh  rebels,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  aiding  their  defigns  againft 
that  part  of  his  United  Kingdom. 

Under  thefe  circumdances,  his 
!Majefty?s  government  would  not 
indeed  be  warranted  in  foregoing 
their  right  to  fupport,  as  far  as  is 
confident  with  thofe  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations  which  all  civi¬ 
lized  governments  have  hitherto 
acknowledged,  the  efforts  of  fuch 
of  the  inhabitants  of  France  as 
may  profefs  hoftility  to  its  prefent 
government.  rFhey  feel,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  all  Europe,  an  anxious 
defire  to  fee  edablifhe.d  in  that 
country  an  order  of  things  more 
confident  with  its  own  happinefs, 
and  with  the  fecurity  of  furround¬ 
ing  nations.  But  if  this  cannot  be 
acoomplifhed,  they  are  judified, 
i  on  the  drided  principles  of  felf- 
clc fence,  in.  endeavouring  to  crip¬ 
ple  the  exertions,  tp  didrad  the 
operations,  and  to  confound  the 
projects  of  a.  government,  whofe 
avowed  fvdem  of  warfare  is  not 
merely  to  did  refs  the  commerce, 
%o  reduce  the  power,  or  to  abridge 
the  dominions  of  its  enemy,  but  to 
parry  devaluation  and  ruin  into 
the  very  heart  of  the  Britidi  em¬ 
pire. 

In  the  application  of  thefe  prinr 
ciples,  his  Majefty  has  di reeded 
me  further  to  declare,  that  his 
government  have  never  authorized 
any  one  set  which  will  not  dand 
the  ted  of  the  ft r idled  principles 
pf  juftice,  and  the  known  and 
avowed  pradice  pf  all  ages, 


If  any  minider  accredited  by  his 
IVlajedy  to  a  foreign  court,  has 
held  correspondence  with  perlons  in 
France,  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
information  pf  the  projeds  of  the 
French  government,  or  for  any 
other  legitimate  purpofe,  he  has 
done  no  more  than  minifters  under 
Similar  circumdances  have  been 
uniformly  ccnfidered  as  having  a 
right  to  do,  with  refped  to  the 
countries  with  which  their  Sove=- 
reign  was  at  war,  and  much  lefs 
than  the  miniders  and  commercial 
agents  of  France  in  neutral  colm- 
tries  can  be  proved  to  have  done 
with  regard  to  the  difaffeded  in 
parts  ol  his  Majedy’s  dominions. 
In  conduding,  therefore,  fuch  a 
correspondence,  he  would  not,  in 
any  degree,  have  violated  his  pub¬ 
lic  duty.  A  minider  in  a  foreign 
country  is  bound,  by  the  nature  of 
his  office,  and  the  duties  of  his  fixa¬ 
tion,  to  abftain  from  all  comnmT 
nieation  with  the  difaffeded  in 
the  country  to  which  he  is  accre¬ 
dited,  as  well  as  from  any  ad  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  intereds  of  that 
country  ;  but  he  is  not  fubjed  to 
the  fame  reftraints  with  refped  tp 
thofe  countries  with  which  his 
Sovereign  is  at  war.  His  ads  re- 
fpeding  them  may  be  praifeworthy 
or  blameable,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  ads  themfelves; 
but  they  would  not  conditute  any 
violation  pf  his  public  charader, 
unlefs  they  militated  againd  the 
peace  or  fecurity  of  the  country 
to  which  he  was  accredited. 

But  of  all  governments  pretend¬ 
ing  to  be  civilized,  that  of  France 
has  the  lead  right  to  appeal  to  the 
law  of  nations.  With  what  con¬ 
fidence  can  they  appeal  tp  that 
law,  who,  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hollilities,  have  been  in 
the  epurfe  of  condantly  violating 
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It  ?— They  promifed  their  protec¬ 
tion  to  fuch  of  the  fubjetts  of 
England  as  were  refident  in  France, 
and  might  be  defirous  of  remaining 
there  after  the  recal  of  his  Ma¬ 
jesty's  AmbafTador.  They  revoked 
this  promife  without  any  previous 
notice,  and  condemned  thofe  very 
perfons  to  be  prifoners  of  war,  and 
it  ill  retain  them  as  fuch,  in  defiance 
of  their  own  engagements,  and  of 
the  univerfal  ufage  of  all  civilized 
nations.  They  applied  this  new 
and  barbarous  rule  even  to  indivi¬ 
duals  who  had  the  protection  and 
authority  of  French  Ambafladors 
and  Minifters  at  Foreign  courts,  to 
return  in  fafety  through  France  to 
their  own  country.  They  gave 
directions,  that  an  Englifh  packet 
fhould  be  feized  in  one  of  the  ports 
of  Holland,  though  their  Ambaf- 
fador  in  that  country  had  antece¬ 
dently  engaged  that,  until  notice 
to  the  contrary  was  given,  the 
packets  of  the  refpeCtive  countries 
fhould  pafs  in  fafety. 

They  have  detained  and  con¬ 
demned  a  vefifel  in  a  French  port, 
which  was  fent  there  as  a  matter 
of  indulgence  for  the  purpofe  of 
conveying  thither  the  French  Go¬ 
vernor  of  one  of  the  feveral  Iflands 
which  had  been  conquered  by  his 
Majefty's  arms. 

Their  proceedings  with  refpeCf 
to  the  garrifon  of  St.  Lucia  have 
hot  been  lefs  extraordinary.  The 
principal  fort  of  that  I  Hand  was 
taken  by  aflault,  but  the  garrifon 
was  allowed  all  the  privileges  of 
prifoners  of  war,  and  fuffered  to 
proceed  to  France  upon  an  under- 
ftanding  that  a  proportionate  num¬ 
ber  of  Englifh  prifoners  fhould, 
in  return,  be  fet  at  liberty  ;  yet 
notwithstanding  this  indulgence  on 
the  part  of  the  Brjtifh  commander, 
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to  which,  from  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  the  French  garrifon  could  not 
have  the  fmalleft  pretenfion,  not  a 
fingle  Englifh  prifoner  has  been 
reftored  to  this  country. 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  of  the 
French  government  with  refpetl  to 
the  power  with  whom  they  are  at 
war.  What  has  been  their  condiufl 
to  thofe  with  whom  they  have  re¬ 
mained  at  peace  ? 

Is  there  a  treaty  they  have  no'T 
broken  ?  Is  there  a  neighbouring 
territory  whole  independence  they 
have  not  violated  ?  It  is  for  the 
powers  on  the  Continent  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  long-  thev  will  tolerate 
fuch  unparalleled  outrages  ;  but  is 
it  too  much  to  fay,  that  if  fuch  a 
courfe  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
any  government,  can  be  fuffered  to 
continue  without  refiflance  or  con- 
troul,  there  mult  foon  ceafe  to  exifl 
that  falutary  fyftem  of  public  law, 
by  which  the  communities  of  Eu¬ 
rope  have,  for  ages,  maintained 
and  enforced  the  facred  obligations 
of  humanity  and  juftice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highefl  confidera- 
tion, 

Sir,. 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant, 

Hawkesbury. 


Circular  Note  from  M.  Talleyrand, 
French  Minijier  of  Foreign  Affairs , 
to  all  the  Agents  of  his  Majejiy 
the  Emperor  of  the  French . — • 
Dated  Aix-la-Chapellty  Sept .  5, 
I  804. 

You  muff,  Sir,  have  obferved 
and  known,  according  to  my  in* 
ftru&ions  at  the  time  of  the  com¬ 
munication  of  the  note  of  Lord 

lfawkefbury 
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Hawkefbury  to  the  foreign  minif- 
ters  redding  in  London,  the  im- 
preflion  which  this  publication  of 
the  ftrongeft  maxims  of  political 
and  focial  morality  could  not  fail 
to  produce  on  the  mind  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  with  which  you  refide. 
I  think  I  ought  to  return  to  the 
fubjed.  I  therefore  fend  you, 
officially,  a  copy  of  this  note*  and 
exprefsly  charge  you,  by  order  of 
his  Majedy,  to  make  it  the  object 
of  a  fpecial  conference  with  the 
minidry. 

The  project  which  the  Englifh 
government  has  conceived  for  the 
lad  half  century,  gradually  to  abo_ 
lifli  the  tutelary  fydera  of  public 
law  which  unites  and  engages  all 
civilized  nations,  developes  itfelf 
with  a  fearful  progreffion.  Will 
other  governments  refrain  from 
making  oppofition  to  fuch  an  en- 
terprife  till  there  no  longer  exid 
any  moral  bond  which  may  pre- 
ferve  their  rights,  guarantee  their 
engagements,  and  proted  their  in- 
terefts  ? 

The  powers  of  the  Continent 
have  feen  with  what  audacity  the 
faith  of  oaths  has  been  fported 
with  by  this  government,  and  fo- 
lemn  treaties  violated,  even  before 
they  were  carried  into  execution. 
The  maritime  nations  every  day 
experience  its  tyranny.  There  no 
longer  exifts  any  theoretical  prin¬ 
ciple  of  navigation,  any  written 
convention,  which  have  not  been 
fcandaloully  violated  on  every 
fhore,  and  in  every  fea.  Neutral 
dates  know,  that  even  in  ufing  the 
rights  which  dill  remain  to  them 
with  the  mod  timid  circumfpedion, 
they  expofe  themfelves  to  infult, 
to  pillage,  and  to  extermination. 

Thofe  dates,  in  fine,  which  have 
•fee  unhappinefs  to  be  at  war,  no 


more  rely  on  any  recriprocal  prr'rf, 
ciple  Of  moderation  and  judice. 
Ail  the  bonds  exiding  between 
them  and  the  neutral  powers  are 
broken.  Approach  to  the  coads 
and  entrance  into  the  ports  and 
idands,  though  fituate  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  200  leagues  from  the  da- 
tion  of  their  fquadrons,  have  been 
prohibited  by  fimple  proclamation. 

Thus  the  Englifh  government 
has  hitherto  oppofed  to  every 
power,  according  to  its  particular 
pofition,  a  maxim  injurious  to  its 
honour,  and  fubverfive  to  all  its 
rights.  It  now  attacks  them  al¬ 
together,  and  the  more  completely 
to  attain  its  end,  directs  its  blow 
againd  morality  itfelf,  and  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak,  againd  the  religion 
of  public  law. 

In  every  country,  and  at  all 
times,  the  minidry  of  diplomatic 
agents  was  held  in  veneration 
amongd  men.  Miniders  of  peace, 
organs  of  conciliation,  their  pre- 
fence  is  an  omen  of  wifdom,  of 
judice,  and  happinefs.  They  fpeak, 
they  ad  but  to  terminate,  or  pre¬ 
vent  thofe  fatal  differences  which 
divide  princes,  and  degrade  a  peo¬ 
ple,  by  the  padions,  murders,  and 
miferies,  which  are  the  offspring 
of  war.  Such  is  the  object  of  the 
diplomatic  minidry ;  and  it  mud 
be  faid,  that  it  is  to  the  obfervance 
of  the  duties  it  impofes,  it  is  to 
the  generally  refpedable  charader 
of  the  men  who  exercife  this  facred 
minidry  in  Europe,  that  it  owes 
the  glory  and  the  happinefs  it  en¬ 
joys  ;  but  thefe  happy  effeds  tor¬ 
ment  the  jealous  ambition  ©f  the 
only  government  which  makes  it¬ 
felf  an  intered  in  the  ruin,,  the 
fhame,  and  the  fervitude  of  other 
governments.  They  wifh  that 
diplomatic  miniders  fhouid  be  the 

indig  a  tor  $ 
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snfiigators  of  plots,  the  agents  of 
troubles,  the  directors  and  regula¬ 
tors  of  machinations,  vile  fpies, 
cowardly  fedueens  —  they  order 
them  to  foment  ieditions,  to  pro¬ 
voke  and  to  pay  for  affaffination  ; 
and  they  pretend  to  throw  over 
that  infamous  miniftry  the  refpeCt 
and  inviolability  which  belong  to 
the  mediators  of  kings,  and  the 
pacificators  of  nations. 

Diplomatic  minifters,  fays  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  ought  not  to  confpire 
in  the  country  where  they  refide, 
againft  the  laws  of  that  country  ; 
but  they  are  not  fubjedt  to  the 
fame  rules  with  refpeCt  to  f  ates  at 
which  they  are  not  accredited.  Ad¬ 
mirable  reftriCtions !  Europe  will 
fwarm  with  confpirators,  but  the 
defenders  of  public  right  mult  not 
complain.  1  here  will  always  be 
fome  local  diltance  between  the 
leader  and  the  accomplices.  The 
miniiters  of  Lord  Hawkefbury  will 
pay  for  the  crimes  they  caufe  to  be 
committed  ;  but  they  will  have 
that  prudent  deference  for  public 
morality,  not  to  be  at  once  the 
inftigators  and  the  witnefles. 

Such  maxims  are  the  completion 
of  audacity  and  hypocrify.  Never 
were  the  opinions  of  cabinets  and 
the  confeiences  of  any  people  made 
game  of  more  fhamelefsly.  His 
Majefty  the  Emperor  thinks  that 
it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
ailrous  career  of  principles,  fub- 
verfive  of  all  fociety. 

You  are  ordered,  in  confequence 
to  declare  to  the  government  where 
you  refide,  that  his  Majelfy  will 
not  recognize  the  Englilh  diplo¬ 
matic  corps  in  Europe,  fo  long  as 
the  Britifh  miniftry  fhall  not  ab- 
ftain  from  charging  its  minifters 
W4h  any  warlike  agency,  an4  fhail 
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not  reftrict  them  to  the  limits  of 
their  functions. 

The  miferies  of  Europe  proceed 
from  its  being  deemed  obligatory 
every  where  to  obferve  maxims  of 
moderation  and  liberality,  which 
being  juft  but  by  reciprocity,  are 
only  obligatory  with  refpeCt  to 
thofe  who  fubmit  to  them.  Hence 
governments  have  as  much  to  fufFer 
from  their  own  juftice  as  from  the 
iniquity  of  a  miniftry  which  re- 
cognifes  no  law  but  its  ambition 
and  its  caprice.  The  miferies  of 
Europe  proceed  alfo  from  public 
right  being  confidered  under  a  par¬ 
tial  point  of  view,  whereas  it  has 
life  and  ftrength  only  from  its  in¬ 
tegrity,  Mantime  Right,  Con¬ 
tinental  Right,  the  Right  of  Na¬ 
tions,  are  not  parts  of  public  right 
that  can  be  confidered  and  prefer ved 
in  an  ifolated  manner.  The  nation 
that  pretends  to  introduce  arbitrary- 
rules  into  one  of  thofe  parts,  loies 
all  its  claims  to  the  privilege  of 
the  whole.  The  fyftematic  in~ 
fraCtor  of  the  rights  of  nations 
places  himfelf  out  of  that  right, 
and  renounces  all  intereft  founded 
upon  the  maritime  right,  and  the 
continental  right. 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor  regrets 
his  having  to  order  meafures  which 
are  a  real  interdiction  pronounced 
againft  a  ftate  ;  but,  all  reflecting* 
men  will  be  at  no  difficulty  to  fee 
that  in  this  it  is  only  neceflary  to 
afeertain  faCts.  The  Englifh  mi¬ 
niftry,  by  the  generality  of  their 
attacks,  have  placed  coafts,  illes, 
ports,  neutrals,  general  commerce, 
in  a  ftate  of  interdiction  ;  in  fine, 
they  have  juft  proclaimed  the  pro- 
ftitution  of  the  molt  facied  and 
moft  indifpenfable  miniftry*  to  the 
repofe  of  the  world.  His  Majefty 
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thinks  it  his  duty  to  excite  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  governments,  and  to 
xvarn  them,  that  without  new  mea- 
fures,  adopted  under  the  conviction 
of  the  prefent  danger,  all  the  an¬ 
cient  maxims,  upon  which  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  independence  of  Hates  reft, 
will  be  immediately  annihilated. 

j 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 


Note  from  Francis  Drake ,  Efq.  Eng- 
lifh  Minifter  at  Munich  to  Baron 
de  Montgelas,  the  Bavarian  Mi- 
mfier  of  State ,  dated  Munichy 
30th  of  Marchy  I  804. 

The  underftgned  Envoy  Extra¬ 
ordinary  from  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  has  been  informed,  that  his 
Eledloral  Highnefs  has  been  pleafed, 
at  the  requitition  of  the  French 
Government,  to  giv.e  a  hint  to  all 
noblemen,  who  quitted  France  dur¬ 
ing  the  revolution,  and  may  now 
be  found  in  his  dominions,  to  leave 
the  fame  within  ten  days,  without 
excepting  thofe  who  are  dependent 
bn  the  Britifh  government.  Al¬ 
though  this  account  appears  to  be 
tolerably  authentic,  the  underfigned 
cannot  give  any  credit  to  it,  with¬ 
out  receiving  a  confirmation  thereof 
from  his  Excellency  Baron  Mont¬ 
gelas,  as  he  is  too  well  convinced 
of  the  juft,  and  generous  fentiments 
of  his  Electoral  Highnefs,  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  his  Highnefs  could  have 
conferred  to  fuch  a  demand  from  a 
power,  which  has  formally  de¬ 
clared,  by  the  fourth  article  of  its 
own  conflitution,  that  there  are 
not  any  relations  left  cxifting  be- 
tween  it  and  the  perfons  a  gain  ft 
whom  that  meafure  is  fuppofed  to 
be  taken  :  this  deprives  it  of  the 
right  to  affume  any  authority  with 


refpedt  to  them  ;  a  principle  which ; 
your  Excellency  owned  yourfelf, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  in  agitation 
to  prohibit  in  this  country  the  de¬ 
corations  of  the  French  monarchy. 
The  underfigned  is  the  more  jus¬ 
tified  in  his  fuppofition,  that  he 
muft  have  been  mifinformed  on  this 
fubjed,  as  knowing  how  forely  the 
feeling  heart  of  his  Electoral  High¬ 
nefs  muft  be  affl  idled,  if  obliged  to 
exercife  any  rigour  towards  per¬ 
fons,  againft  whom  no  caufe  of  re¬ 
proach  can  be  alleged ;  unlefs  it  be 
a  reproach,  that  they  have  {hewn 
themfeives  lo  firmly  devoted  to 
their  duties,  and  to  that  fovereign 
houfe  with  which  his  Electoral 
Highnefs  formerly  flood  connected, 
in  fo  many  refpeds. 

The  underfigned  is  moreover 
convinced,  that  it  could  not  efcape 
the  enlightened  wlfdom  of  his 
Electoral  Highnefs,  that  a  fimilar 
exercife  of  rigour,  againft  thofe 
refpedable,  and  already  fo  very 
unfortunate  perfons,  would  form  a 
rueful  example  of  the  fate  awaiting 
thofe  who,  in  a  moment  of  danger, 
are  inclined  to  remain  true  to  their 
lawful  fovereign  ;  and  which  ex¬ 
ample  may  induce  them  to  fwerve 
from  their  duty  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  when  a  fovereign  Hands  moft 
in  need  of  the  efforts,  and  adlual 
proofs  of  their  attachment. 

The  underfigned  has,  therefore, 
the  honour  to  requeft  Baron  Von 
Montgelas  to  clear  up  his  doubts 
on  this  fubjedl,  and  to  inform  him, 
whether  the  meafure  in  queftion 
will  extend  to  the  officers  of  the 
late  Condean  army,  who  are  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Britifh  government, 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  acquaint 
his  court  thereof,  and  to  await  the 
commands  of  his  fovereign  accord. 
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'  The  underfigned  avails  himfelf 
of  this  opportunity  to  requeft  Ba¬ 
ron  Von  Montgelas  to  accept  the 
a  durances  of  his  moil  particular 
regard,  &c. 


Note  from  the  Baron  de  Montgelas , 
M  infer  of  the  Elector  of  Bans  aria , 
to  Mr,  Drake,  dated  Munich, 
March  31,  1804. 

The  nnderfipned.  &c.  has  the 

u  ' 

exp  refs  command  of  his  Electoral 
Highnefs,  to  communicate  to  Mr. 
"Drake  the  annexed  printed  papers, 
and  to  date  to  him  that  the  origi¬ 
nals  in  Mr.  Drake’s  own  hand¬ 
writing  are  now  before  him. 

His  Eleftoral  Highnefs  is  deeply 
penetrated  with  grief  at  the  dif- 
covery  that  his  capital  has  been 
the  centre  point  in  a  correfpond- 
ence,  which  is  lo  inconfiftent  with 
the  million  which  his  Excellency 
Mr.  Drake  was  inverted  at  this 
court ;  and  he  owes  it  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  to  the  welfare  of  his  fub- 
jedis,  to  declare,  that  from  this 
moment  it  is  importable  for  him  to 
have  any  communication  with  Mr. 
Drake,  or  to  receive  him  at  his 
court. 

Already  two  of  his  Electoral 
Highnefs’s  fubje&s,  who  are  com- 
promifed  in  Mr.  Drake’s  eorref- 
pondence,  are  arrerted  at  Munich, 
becaufe  they  have  added  in  a  man¬ 
ner  inconfiftent  with  the  law  of 
nations. 

The  underfigned  is  likewife 
charged  to  declare,  that  his  Elec¬ 
toral  Highnefs  knows  too  well  the 
noble  and  magnanimous  fentiments 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 
Englifh  nation,  to  fuppofe  that 
their  condudl  on  this  occalion  can 
be  liable  to  the  fmalleft  reproach. 


#  00$ 

They  will  harten  to  declare  them- 
felves  diredlly  to  his  Majefty,  and 
to  deport t  in  his  bofom  the  pro¬ 
found  grief  they  feel,  while  they 
withdraw  their  confidence  from  the 
minifter,  wrho  was  appointed  to  re- 
prefent  his  Majefty  at  this  court. 
The  Elector  is  perfedlly  convinced 
that  bis’  Britannic  Majefty  will., 
on  this1  oecarton,  neceffarily  f© 

•  r  «■ 

painful’  t‘6'  him,  fee  a  new  proof  of 
the  high  efteem  he  entertains  for 
his  Majefty,  and  of  that  good¬ 
will  of  which  he  has  given  fo  many 
proofs  to  the  Electoral  houfe. 

Note  from  the  fame  to  the  fame,  dated 

Munich,  3  if  of  March ,  1804- 

I  have  juft1  received  a  notice  of 
fo  very  extraordinary  a  nature,  but 
Which  is  fo  important  of  itfeif,  and 
for  the  confequcnces  which  may 
reful t  from  it,  that  though  I  am 
very  far  from  crediting  it,  I  think 
it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  Sovereign, 
to  whom  my  perfon  and  fer vices 
belong,  as  well  as  to  his  Highnefs 
the  Elector  himfelf,  immediately 
to  inform  your  Excellency  thereof. 
The  laid  notice  is  in  fubftanee  to 
the  following  purport  :  that  a 
feizure  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  at 
Munich  is  in  agitation,  in  the 
manner  of  that  which  took  place 
with  refpedl  to  his  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Enghien,  at  Ettenheim, 
in  the  territory  of  the  Elector  of 
Baden,  but  with  this  difference, 
that  the  fecond  feizure  will  not  be 
effected  by  a  body  of  troops,  but 
by  men  fecretly  lent  to  Munich, 
and  its  neighbourhood,  by  different 
roads.  With  refped:  to  the  mo¬ 
ment  and  particulars  of  the  execu¬ 
tion,  I  have  no  detailed  accounts  ; 
and  I  own  to  your  Excellency, 
that  the  difficulties  of  the  enter- 
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prize  appeared  to  me  from  the  firft 
too  great,  the  project  itfelf  too  ex¬ 
travagant,  and  at  the  fame  time  too 
dreadful,  to  be  fully  convinced  of 
its  exiftence  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
it  cannot  be  concealed,  that  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  events  which  have  very 
recently  occurred,  as  it  were,  un¬ 
der  our  eyes,  are  little  calculated 
to  infpire  confidence*,  However 
this  may  be,  and  little  as  this  no¬ 
tice  has  afteded  me  perfonnlly,  yet 
it  appears  to  me,  that  I  fliould  be 
tranfgrefting  the  duties  which  my 
poft,  as  a  public  minifter,  requires, 
if  I  negieded  informing  your  ex¬ 
cellency  thereof,  forthwith,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  take  in 
tirnefuch  meafures  as  the  cafe  may 
require,  and  to  avert,  by  proper 
ads  of  precaution,  the  unpleafant 
refult  which  might  arife,  even 
from  the  attempt  to  execute  a  de- 
fign  of  this  nature.  I  beg  your 
Excellency  to  accept  the  afturance, 
Sec* 


Decree  pa  [fed.  by  the  'Tribunate  on  the 
yl  of  May ,  1804,  and  carried  up 
to  the  Confercvaticve  Senate  on  the 
ayh  of  May. 

“  The  Tribunate  confidering 
that  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re¬ 
volution,  when  the  national  will 
had  an  opportunity  of  manifefting 
itfelf  with  the  greateft  freedom, 
the  general  wifh  was  declared  for 
the  individual  unity  of  the  fupreme 
power,  and  for  the  hereditary  fuc- 
ceffion  of  that  power. 

That  the  family  of  the  Bour¬ 
bons  having  by  their  condud  ren¬ 
dered  the  hereditary  government 
odious  to  the  people,  forced  them 
to  lofe  fight  of  its  advantages,  and 
drove  the  nation  to  feek  for  a  hap¬ 


pier  deftiny  in  a  democratical  forrill 
of  government. 

rl  hat  France  having  made  a  trial 
of  different  forms  of  government, 
experienced  from  thefe  trials,  only 
themiferies  of  anarchy. 

That  the  (late  was  in  the  great- 
eft  peril,  when  Bonaparte,  brought 
back  by  Providence,  fuddenly  ap„ 
peared  for  its  faivation. 

1  hat  under  the  government  of  a 
fingle  individual,  France  recovered 
tranquillity  at  home,  and  ac¬ 
quired  abroad  the  higheft  degree  of 
confideration  and  glory. 

That  the  plots  formed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  in  concert  with 
a  miniftry,  the  implacable  enemy 
of  France,  warned  France  of  the 
danger  which  threatens  it,  if  lofing* 
Buonaparte  ftie  continued  expofed 
to  the  agitation  mfeparabie  front 
an  eledion. 

T hat  the  Confulfhip  for  life,  and 
the  power  granted  to  the  Fir  ft 
conful  of  appointing  his  fucceffor, 
are  not  adequate  to  the  prevention 
of  intrigues  at  home  or  abroad, 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  formed 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  fupreme 
power. 

That  in  declaring  that  Map  if* 
tracy  hereditary,  conformity  is  ob- 
ferved  at  once  to  the  example  of  all 
great  ftates,  ancient  or  modern, 
and  to  the  firft  wifh  of  the  nation 
exprefled  in  1789. 

1  hat  enlightened  and  fupported 
by  this  experience,  the  nation  now 
returns  to  this  wifh,  more  ftrongly 
than  ever,  and  expreffes  it  on  all 
Tides. 

That  in  all  political  changes  it 
has  been  ufual  for  nations  to  confer 
the  fupreme  power  on  thofe  to 
whom  they  owe  their  fafety. 

That  when  France  demands  for 
her  fecurity  a  hereditary  chief, 

her 
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her  gratitude  and  affeflion  call  on 
Bonaparte. 

That  France  will  preferve  all 
the  advantages  of  the  Revolution 
by  the  choice  of  a  new  dcftiny, 
as  much  interefted  for  their  fafety, 
as  the  old  one  would  be  for  their 
deft  rutt  ion. 

ThatFrance  may  expert  from  the 
family  of  Bonaparte  more  than 
from  any  other  the  maintenance 
of  the  rights  and  liberty  of  the 
people  which  chofe  them,  and  all 
thofe  inftitutions  beft  calculated  to 
fupport  them. 

That  there  is  no  title  more  Rat¬ 
able  to  the  glory  of  Bonaparte, 
and  to  the  dignity  of  the  fupreme 
chief  of  the  French  nation,  than 
the  title  of  Emperor. 

The  Tribunate,  exerciftng  the 
right  given  them  by  the  29th  ar. 
tide  of  the  conftitution,  have  come 
to  the  following  vote. 

That  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  the 
Firft  Conful,  be  proclaimed  Empe¬ 
ror  of  the  French,  and  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  inveftedwith  the  government 
of  the  French  Republic. 

That  the  title  of  Emperor  and 
the  Imperial  power  be  made  here¬ 
ditary  in  his  family  in  the  male 
line,  according  to  the  order  of  pro- 
geniture. 

That  in  introducing  into  the 
organization  of  the  conftituted  au¬ 
thorities,  the  modifications  render¬ 
ed  neceflary  by  the  eftablifhment  of 
hereditary  power,  the  equality,  the 
liberty,  and  die  rights  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  fhall  be  preferved  in  all  their 
integrity.  , 

This  vote  (hall  be  prefented  to 
the  fenate  by  fix  orators,  who 
fhall  explain  rhe  views  of  the  Tri¬ 
bunate.” 

The  foregoing  decree  having 
been  put  to  the  vote  by  the  Prefi- 


dent  of  the  Tribunate,  it  was  car¬ 
ried  by  acclamation  with  the  fingle 
exception  of  rhe  only  member  who 
delivered  his  fentiments  again  ft  its 
adoption.  Citizen  Jard  Pauvil- 
liers,  was  named  firft  orator  to  pre^ 
fent,  the  following  day,  the  vote  of 
the:  Tribunate.  The  other  five 
orators  who  were  to  accompany 
him,  were  chofen  by  lot. 

Speech  of  the  Vice  -P ref  dent  of  the 

Senate ,  up  071  the  prefenting  of  the 

Decree . 

Citizens  Tribunes, 

This  day  will  form  a  remarks* 
ble  era.  It  is  the  day  on  which 
you  are  called  on,  for  the  firft: 
time,  to  exercife  with  the  Confer- 
vative  Senate,  the  republican  and 
popular  privilege  which  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  conftitution  have 
delegated  to  you.  You  could  not 
exercife  this  prerogative  at  a  more 
favourable  moment,  or  apply  it  to 
an  object  of  more  importance  than 
the  prefent. 

Citizen  Tribunes,  you  exprefs 
to  the  truftees  of  the  national 
rights  a  wifh  truly  national.  1 
cannot  remove  the  veil  which  con¬ 
ceals  for  a  time  the  labours  of  the 
Senate  on  this  important  fubjeft. 
I  muft  inform  you,  however,  in  the 
mean  time,  that  fince  the  6th  Ger¬ 
minal  (March  27)  the  Senate  has 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Firft 
Magiftrate  to  the  fame  fubjeft. 
The  Senate  had  previpufiy  founded 
the  public  opinion,  and  had  announ¬ 
ced  it  to  the  government.  But  you 
will  find  your  advantages  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  when  you  obferve  that 
what  we  have  been  thinking  of 
in  filence  for  two  months,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  nature  of  your  inftitutipn, 
and  the  place  you  hold  in  the  coo- 

.ftitutior* 


S24-*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


ftitution  has  enabled  you  at  once  to 
fubrait  to  difcuflion  in  prefence 
of  the  people.  You  have  ferved 
St  once  the  people  and  the  govern¬ 
ment,  by  difclofing  and  enforcing 
this  opinion,  pregnant  with  fo 
many  advantages,  and  at  firft:  fe- 
eretly  cherifhed  in  the  bofom  of 
this  affembly,  where  you  have  now 
fo  glorioufty  reported  it.  The 
happy  developement  which  you 
have  given  this  great  idea,  procures 
to  the  Senate,  which  opened  the 
Tribune  to  you,  the  fatisfaCtion 
of  being:  able  to  congratulate  them- 
felves  on  their  choice,  and  to  ap¬ 
prove  what  they  have  done.  In 
your  public  fpeeches  we  have  found 
the  bafis  of  our  opinions. 

Like  you,  Citizens  Tribunes,  we 
do  not  wifh  the  return  of  the  Bour¬ 
bons  ;  becaufe  we  do  not  wifii  a  coun¬ 
ter- revolution,  which  is  the  only  be¬ 
nefit  we  could  derive  from  thofe 
unfortunate  exiles  who  have  car¬ 
ried  with  them  defpotifm,  nobility, 
feudal  tyranny,  ilavery,  and  ig¬ 
norance,  and  who,  ftiil  to  aug¬ 
ment  their  crimes,  have  encouraged 
the  hope,  that  a  return  to  France 
might  be  found  by  the  way  of 
England. 

Like  you,  Citizens  Tribunes, 
we  wifii  to  raife  a  new  dynafty, 
becaufe  we  wifii  to  fecure  to  the 
French  people  all  their  rights 
which  they  have  reconquered,  and 
which  the  folly  of  their  enemies 
would  take  from  them. 

Like  you,  Citizens  Tribunes, 
we  wifii  liberty,  equality,  and 
knowledge,  may  no  more  have  a 
retrograde  motion.  I  do  not  {peak 
of  the  great  man  called  upon  by  his 
glory,  to  give  his  name  to  the  age 
in  which  he  lives,  and  who  ought 
to  be  called  upon  by  our  wifii es  to 
co&fecrate  to  us  his  family  and  ex- 


ifience.  It  is  not  to  himfelf,  it  is 
not  to  us  that  he  ought  to  devote 
himfelf. — What  you  propofe  in  the 
ardour  of  enthnfiafm  the  Senate' 
will  confider  with  cool  delibera¬ 
tion. 

Citizen  Tribunes,  we  are  the 
corner  ftone  of  the  focial  edifice; 
but  it  is  rhe  government  of  an  he¬ 
reditary  chief  that  mull  conftitute 
the  key  ftone  of  the  arch.  You  re- 
pofein  your  bofom  the  wifii,  that 
this  arch  may  be  at  laft  confolidated. 
Jn  receiving  this  wifii  the  Senate 
does  not  forget  that  what  you  fo- 
licit  is  not  lb  much  a  change  of  the 
republic  as  a  means  of  perfecting 
and  eftablifiiing  it,  and  this  cer¬ 
tainly  is  what  we  are  rnoft  inte- 
refted  in.  In  this  national  temple, 
the  conftitution  ought  to  repofe  in 
fome  meafure  on  the  God  Tormi- 
nus.  If  we  are  induced  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  any  refpeft  with  this  facred 
compaCt,  the  guardianfhip  of  which 
is  entrufted  to  us,  it  is  only  to  add 
to  its  ftrength  and  to  extend  its 
duration. 

Meffage  front  the  Firft  Conful  to  the 
Confer  vat  Pee  Senate ,  dated.  St, 
Cloudy  2$th  April ,  1804, 
fwer  to  an  A  id  refs  from  the 
Senate ,  dated  March  27 ih}  1804, 
•which  Addrefs  contained  a  Pro - 
pojition  for  making  him  Emperor . 

Senators, 

fS  Your  addrefs  of  the  6th  laft 
Germinal  has  never  ceafed  to  be 
prefent  to  my  thoughts.  It  has 
been  the  objeCt  of  my  molt  conftant 
meditation. 

You  have  judged  the  hereditary 
power  of  the  fupreme  magiftracy 
necelfary,  in  order  to  lhelter  the 
French  people  completely  from  the 
plots  of  our  enemies,  and  from  the 
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agitations  which  arife  from  rival 
'ambitions.  It  even  appears  to  you 
that  many  of  our  inftitutions  ought 
to  be  improved,  in  order  to  fecure 
for  ever  the  triumph  of  equality 
and  public  liberty,  and  prefent  to 
the  nation  and  to  the  government 
the  double  guarantee  they  are  in 
want  of. 

We  have  been  conftantly  guided 
by  this  grand  truth,  that  the  fove- 
feignty  refides  in  the  French  peo¬ 
ple,  in  the  fenfe  that  every  thing/ 
Without  exception,  oOght  to  be 
done  for  its  interelf,  its  happinefs, 
and  its  glory.  It  is  in  order  to 
attain  this  end,  that  the  fuprenie 
iftagiftracy,  the  Senate,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State,  the  Legiilative  Body, 
the ‘Electoral  Body,  the  Electoral 
Colleges,  and  the  different  branches 
of  the  Adminiftra-tion,  are  and 
ought  to  be  iriftituted. 

In  proportion  as  I  fix  ray  atten¬ 
tion  upon  thefe  great  objects,  I  am 
Hill  more  convinced  of  the  verity 
of  thofe.  fentirrients  which  I  have 
exprelfed  toyou>  and  I  feel  more 
and  more  that  in  a  circumstance  as 
new  as  it‘  is  important,  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  your  wifdorn  and  experience 
were  necefiary  to  enable  me  to  fix 
iny  ideas. 

I  requeft  you  then  to  make 
known  to  me  the  whole  of  your 
thoughts* 

The  French  people  can  add 
nothing  to  the  honour  and  glory 
with  which  it  has  furrounded  me, 
but  the  molt  facred  duty  for  me, 
as  it  is  the  deareft  to  my  heart,  is 
to  fecure  to  its  lateft  pofterity  thofe 
advantages  which  it  has  acquired 
by  a  revolution  that  has  coll  it  fo 
much,  particularly  by  the  facrifice 
of  thofe  millions  of  brave  citizens 
who  have  died  in  defence  of  their 
rights. 


I  defife  that  I  might  declare  to 
you,  on  the  rqth  July  in  the  prefent 
year.  Fifteen  years  have  paffc 
fince,  by  a  fpontaneous  movement 
you  ran  to  arms,  you  acquired 
liberty,  equality,  and  glory. 
Thefe  firft  bleffings  of  nations  are 
now  fecured  to  you  for  ever,  are 
flickered  from  every  tempeil,  they 
are  preferved  to  you  and  to  your 
children;  inftitutions  conceived 
and  began  in  the  midft  of  the  ftorms 
of  interior  and  exterior  wars,  de¬ 
veloped  with  conftancy,  are  juft 
terminated  in  the  noife  of  the  at¬ 
tempts  and  plots,  of  our  moft  mor¬ 
tal  enemies,  by  the  adoption  of 
every  thing  which  the  experience 
of  centuries  and  of  nations  has  de¬ 
ni  mftrated  as  proper  to  guarantee 
the  fights  which  the  nation  had 
judged  neceiTary  for  its  dignity,  its 
libertVj  and  its  happinefs. 

Reply  of  Senate,  dated  yt b  May, 
1804.,  and  Signed  by  the  Vide -P re - 
jident  and  Secretaries ,  Francois  ( de 
Neuf chateau )  Pice -  P  r  fide nt  ;  Mo- 
■yard  de  GaF  -s  and  fofeph  Cornu - 
det ,  Secretaries ,  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Senate,  La  Place » 

Citizen  First  Consul. 
You  have,  by  a  memorable  mef- 
fage,  juft  replied  in  a  manner  wor¬ 
thy  of  you,  and  of  the  great  nation 
which  has  appointed  you  its  chief, 
to  the  whhes  which  Tie  Senate  ex- 
prefted  to  you,  and  to  the  folici- 
tudes  infpired  in  it  by  the  1c  w  of 
the  country.  You  defire,  Citizen 
Firft  Conful,  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  con¬ 
cerning  thofe  inftitut  ons  of  ours 
which  we  conceive  fnould  be  irn- 
pfoved,  in  order  henceforth  to  fe¬ 
cure  the  triumph  of  equality  and 
public  liberty,  and  to  prefent  to 
Q  the 
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the  nation  and  to  the  government, 
the  double  guarantee  in  which  they 
are  in  want. 

The  Senate  have  aiTembled  to¬ 
gether,  and  carefully  compared  the 
refults  of  the  meditations  of  its 
members,  the  fruits  of  the  ir  expe¬ 
rience,  the  effe&s  of  the  zeal  with 
which  they  are  animated  for  the 
profperity  of  the  people,  whofe 
rights  they  are  appointed  to  pro- 
led. 

Having  recalled  the  pad,  exa¬ 
mined  the  prefen t,  and  cad  its 
looks  towards  the  future,  it  now 
prefents  to  you  the  wifli  impofed 
on  it  by  the  fafety  of  the  date. 

The  French  have  conquered 
liberty  ;  they  wifh  to  prefer ve 
their  conqueft  ;  they  wifn  to  en¬ 
joy  repole  after  their  victory. 

For  this  glorious  repofe  they 
will  be  indebted  to  the  hereditary 
government  of  a  fingle  individual, 
who,  elevated  above  all,  invefted 
with  great  power,  furrounded  by 
fplendour,  glory,  and  majefty,  will 
defend  public  liberty,  maintain 
equality,  and  lower  his  fasces  be¬ 
fore  the  fovereign  will  of  the  peo, 
pie  who  proclaim  him. 

It  is  this  government  which  the 
French  nation  wifhed  to  give  itfelf 
in  the  happydays  of  the  year  1789, 
the  recolledion  of  which  will  be 
for  ever  dear  to  the  friends  of  the 
country,  whom  the  noble  enthu- 
fiafm  which  the  image  alone  of  this 
government  created,  was  involun¬ 
tarily  (hared  even  by  thofe  whofe 
intereds  were  hurt  by  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  againd  which  a  perfidious 
foreigner  dared  to  lift  up  from  afar 
his  parricide  hands,  and  in  which 
the  experience  of  ages,  the  reafon 
of  datefmen,  the  genius  of  philo- 
fophy,  and  the  love  of  humanity. 


infpired  the  reprefentatives  whom 
the  nation  had  chofen. 

It  is  this  government,  limited 
by  the  law  which  the  greated  ge¬ 
nius  of  Greece,  the  mod  celebrated 
orator  of  Rome,  and  the  greated 
datefmen  of  the  1 8  th  century, decla- 
to  be  the  bed  of  all. 

It  is  that  alone  which  can  put 
an  end  to  dangerous  rivalities  in  a 
country  covered  with  numerous  ar¬ 
mies,  and  commanded  by  great 
captains. 

Hidory  holds  it  up  as  an  invin¬ 
cible  obftacle  to  all  the  ra(h  efforts 
of  a  bloody  anarchy,  the  violence 
of  an  audacious  tyranny  which  be¬ 
lieved  itfelf  to  be  abfolved  by 
drength,  and  to  the  perfidious  at¬ 
tempts  of  a  defpotifm  dill  more 
dangerous,  which  fpreading  in 
darknefs  its  formidable  nets,  wait¬ 
ed  with  hypocritical  patience  for 
the  moment  to  throw  off  the  maik, 
and  to  lift  up  the  (haft  ofiron. 

It  declares  to  a  brave  and  gene¬ 
rous  nation — t(  You  have  lodyour 
independence,  your  liberty,  and 
your  name,  becaufe  you  would  not 
renounce  eleding  a  fupreme  chief.5' 

It  unveils  that  long  fequel  of 
tumults,  diffentions,  and  civil  dif- 
cords,  which  have  preceded  or  fol¬ 
lowed  thofe  periods  when  nations 
eleded  a  new  chief  ;  happy,  when 
not  condemned  to  the  (hame  dill 
more  infupportable  than  death,  of 
receiving  a  foreign  power,  con¬ 
queror,  or  corruptor,  a  contempt¬ 
ible  chief,  cowardly  enllaved,  or 
bafely  perfidious. 

It  bids  us  to  regard  the  city  of 
the  Caffars,  the  capital  of  the 
world,  a  prey  to  all  the  diforders* 
crimes,  and  furies,  which  the  gold, 
the  fword,  and  the  poifon  of  the 
competitors  for  the  empire  could 

create. 
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create,  until  an  hereditary  power 
replaced  a  monftrous  affemblage  of 
contefled  elections,  ludicrous  fanc- 
tions,  uncertain  deciftons,  unac¬ 
knowledged  adoptions,  and  def- 
pifed  acclamations. 

After  the  fifteen  ages  which 
have  elapfed  fince  the  year  1789, 
after  all  the  cataftrophes  which 
have  fucceeded  each  other  ;  after 
the  numberlefs  dangers  which  have 
furrounded  the  focial  body,  and 
when  we  faw  the  abyfs  opened, 
into  which  they  feemed  refolved  to 
call  it,  before  the  faviour  of  France 
was  reftored  to  us,  what  other 
government  than  that  of  a  {ingle 
individual,  regulated  by  the  law 
for  the  happinefs  of  all,  and  con¬ 
fided  to  a  family  whofe  deftiny  is 
infeparable  from  that  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  could  protect  the  fortune  of 
fo  great  a  number  of  citizens,  be¬ 
come  holders  of  landed  property, 
which  a  counter-revolution  would 
fnatch  from  them,  guarantee  the 
heads  of  Frenchmen  who  have 
never  ceafed  to  be  faithful  to  the 
fovereign  people,  and  even  defend 
the  exigence  of  thofe,  who  milled 
in  the  beginning  of  our  political 
torments,  have  claimed  and  ob¬ 
tained  the.  indulgence  of  their 
country. 

What  other  segis  than  that  go¬ 
vernment,  can  for  ever  repel  thofe 
execrable  plots,  which  reproducing 
themfelves  under  every  form,  feu 
ting  every  fpring  at  work,  one 
day  overturned  and  the  next  re-ap¬ 
pearing,  might  at  length  finilh  by 
tiring  out  fortune  ;  and  to  which 
were  devoted  thofe  blind  zealots, 
who  in  their  guilty  delirium,  con¬ 
ceive  they  have  means  once  more 
to  erett  for  a  family  whom  the 
the  people  have  proscribed,  a  throne 
compofcd  only  of  feudal  trophies 


and  inftruments  of  fervitude, 
which  the  national  thunder  has  re¬ 
duced  to  duft. 

What  other  government  in  fhort 
can  for  ever  preferve  that  acquifi- 
tion  fo  dear  to  a  generous  nation, 
thofe  palms  of  genius,  and  thofe 
laurels  of  victory,  which  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  France  would  with  facrile- 
gious  hands  {hatch  from  her  augull 
brow. 

This  hereditary  government  can 
only  be  confided  to  Napoleon  Bo¬ 
naparte  and  his  family. 

Glory,  gratitude,  love,  reafon, 
the  intereft  of  the  ftate,  all  pro¬ 
claim  Napoleon  Bonaparte  heredi¬ 
tary  Emperor. 

But,  Citizen  Firll  Conful,  the 
benefit  of  our  focial  paft  ought  to 
endure,  if  poffible,  as  long  as  your 
renown. 

We  ought  to  enfure  the  happinefs, 
and  guarantee  the  rights  of  genera¬ 
tions  to  come. 

The  imperial  government  ought 
to  be  unfhaken.  Let  not  the  for- 
getfulnefs  of  precautions  called  for 
by  wifdom,  fuffer  the  florins  of  an 
ill  organized  regency,  to  fucceed 
the  tempefl  of  an  eleftive  govern¬ 
ment. 

Liberty  and  equality  mull  be 
heldfacred,  thefocial  paft  muft  not 
be  violated;  the  fovereignty  of 
the  people  muft  be  acknowledged, 
in  order  that  at  the  inoft  diftant 
times  the  nation  may  not  be  forced 
again  to  feize  its  power,  and  avenge 
its  outraged  majefty. 

The  Senate  is  of  opinion,  Citi¬ 
zen  Firfl  Conful,  that  it  is  for  the 
deareft  interefts  of  rhe  French  peo¬ 
ple,  to  confide  the  government  of 
the  republic  to  Napoleon  Bona¬ 
parte,  hereditary  Emperor. 

It  developes  in  the  memorial 
which  it  annexes  to  its  meffage, 
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the  difpofitions  which  appear  to  it 
the  moft  proper  to  give  to  our  infti- 
tutions  the  necefiary  force  to  gua¬ 
rantee  to  the  nation  its  deareft 
rights,  by  fecuring  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  great  authorities,  the 
free  and  enlightened  vote  of  im¬ 
port,  the  fecurity  of  profperity,  the 
liberty  of  individuals,  of  the  prefs, 
and  of  elections ;  the  refponfibility 
of  minifters,  and  the  inviolability 
of  the  conrtitutional  laws. 

Thefe  tutelary  difpofitions,  Ci¬ 
tizen  Firft  Conful,  will  complete¬ 
ly  fhelter  the  French  people  from 
the  plots  of  their  enemies,  and 
from  thofe  agitations  which  take 
their  rife  from  ambitious  rivals, 
they  will  maintain  the' reign  of  the 
law,  of  liberty  and  equality. 

The  love  of  the  French  ior  your 
perfon,  tranfmitted  to  your  fuccef- 
fors  with  the  immortal  glory  of 
your  name,  will  for  ever  connect 

v  J  % 

the  rights  of  the  nation,  with  the 
power  of  the, prince. 

The  focial  pact  will  brave  time. 
The  republic,  as  immutable  as 
it1-  vaft  territory,  will  behold  po¬ 
litical  tempefts  gather  round  it  in 
vain. 

To  fhake  it  the  whole  world 
mu  ft  be  fhaken,  arid  pofterity  in 
calling  to  reeoiledion  the  prodi¬ 
gies  brought  about  by  your  genius, 
will  continually  behold  ered  that 
immenfe  monument  of  every  thing 
for  which  the  country  will  be  in¬ 
debted  to  you.” 

The  following  are  Addreff? s,  upon  the 
fame  Subject,  from  a  Part  of  the 
Army ,  and  from  the  G  tty  of  Paris , 
being  a  Specimen  of  the  numerous 
Addreffes ,  which  heave  been  fent  by 
all  the  Departments  the  Armies ,  and 
the  principal  Cities. 

Addrefs  of  the  firjl  Dpoifon  of  the 


Camp  at  Of  end }  dated  2Cjth  of 

April ,  1804. 

General  First  Consul, 

A  cry  has  been  heard  in  the  ar¬ 
my  !  ! — That  cry  is  echoed  in  every 
heart. 

The  foldiers  of  the  irt  divifion 
of  the  camp  at  Bruges,  fenfible  of 
the  dangers  which  you  have  en¬ 
countered  alone,  in  the  common 
caufe  ;  more  fenfible  ftill  of  the  be¬ 
nefits  which  they  have  derived  from 
you,  are  eager  to  decree  to  you  a 
title  auguft  and  worthy  of  you. 

You  are  already  their  chief  and 
their  father,  but  thefe  titles  are  not 
fufficient  to  exprefs  either  their  en- 
thufiafm  or  their  love.  Let,  then, 
that  of  Emperor  teach  the  world, 
that  France  has  known  how  to  ex¬ 
prefs  her  gratitude  for  all  that  you 
have  done  for  her  ! 

Yet  a  painful  reeoiledion  min¬ 
gles  irfelf  with  our  hopes.  Al¬ 
ready  have  the  poignards  of  the 
enemy  more  than  once  threatened 
your  deftiny,  to  which  that  of  fo 
many  others  is  attached. 

France  was  on  the  point  of 
being  annihilated  in  your  perfon. 
Let  her  furvive  in  your  illuff rious 
family  1  And  let  pofterity  know 
what  your  great  adions  have  been 
and  what  has  been  our  gratitude. 
The  organ  of  a  part  of  your  troops, 

1  am  happy  in  having  it  in  my 
power  to  exprefs  to  you  their  fen- 
timents. 

Deign  to  accept,  General  Firft 
Conful,  the  teftimoniesof  love  and 
of  refped  of  the  firft  divifion,  and 
of  mine. 

(Signed)  The  General  of  Divifion, 

Oudinot. 

[Then  follow  the  fignatures  of 
the  generals  and  officers  of  the 
ftaff,  and  of  the  officers  and  foldiers 
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of  the  five  regiments  which  com- 
pofe  the  divifion. 

Add  refs  of  the  Municipal  Body  of 

Paris ,  dated  30 th  April y  1804. 

To-day,  Citizen  Fir  ft  Conful, 
all  France  expreffes  the  fame  wifh- 
es  we  exprefted  two  years  ago.  To 
day  all  France,  happy  under  your 
government,  conjures  you  to  eter- 
nife  the  benefit  of  it. 

Do  not  forget  it,  Citizen  Firft 
Conful  :  in  1789,  France,  without 
doubt,  demanded  a  revolution;  but 
(he  demanded  it  in  the  maxims  of 
her  government,  and  not  in  the 
unity  which  conftituted  her  ef- 
fence. 

The  French,  then  free,  in  the 
choice  of  their  deputies  to  the  ft  aces 
general,  free  in  the  expreflion  of 
their  fentiments  and  wifhes,  ex- 
prefsly  demanded  that  all  the  citi¬ 
zens,  equal  in  rights,  fhould  be 
admifiible,  without  diftintftion  of 
rank  and  birth,  to  all  the  public 
functions.  They  demanded  that 
the  power  of  exercifing  arbitrary 
acts  fhould  no  longer  refide  any 
where,  and  that  no  citizen  might 
be  condemned  without  having  been 
tried.  They  demanded  liberty  of 
confidence,  or  rather  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  all  forms  of  divine  worth  ip. 
They  demanded  that  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  fhould  be  cal¬ 
led  to  deliberate  upon  the  public 
burdens.  They  demanded,  in 
fine,  as  a  guarantee  of  all  the 
rights  they  invoked  the  reftitution 
of,  that  the  executive  power  fhould 
remain  confided  to  the  hands  of  a 
firngle  perfon,  and  that  this  power 
fhould  be  hereditary7. 

What  the  French  demanded  in 
1789,  they  again  demand  to-day. 
They  earneftly  demand  it,  A  long 
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experience  has  too  fully  convinced 
them  that  whatever  has  been  done, 
or  tried,  beyond  their  firft  withes, 
commanded  perhaps  by  circumftan- 
ces  ftronger  than  men,  cannot  con- 
ftitute  either  the  duration,  the 
force,  or  the  happinefs  of  a  great 
empire. 

We  (hall  not  Citizen  Firft  Con¬ 
ful,  point  out  the  mode  it  would 
b'e  molt  fuitable  to  adopt  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  our  wifh.  We 
truft,  in  this  refpect,  to  the  wifdom 
of  the  firft  authority  of  the  ftate, 
and  to  your  own  wifdom. 

Rut  let  us  be  fearful  of  difiemb- 
ling  the  truth  to  ourfelves.  The 
moments  are  pre.fting.  Our  impla¬ 
cable  enemies  are  obferving  us. 
We  know  what  frightful  projects 
they  have  fhewn  themfelves  capa¬ 
ble  of  |  They  will  never  ceafe  me¬ 
ditating  our  ruin  before  ftrong, 
generous,  and  lafting  i.iftitutions 
-  will  have  convinced  them  that  our 
ruin  is  impoffible. 

Signed  the  Twelve  Mayors,  the 
Twenty-four  Aififtant  Mayors, 
the  Five  Members  of  the  Council 
of  Prefecture,  the  Prefect  and  the 
Secretary -General. 

EMPEROR  of  the  FRENCH. 

On  the  iSthofMav,  the  Senate, 
under  the  Prefidericy  of  Cambace- 
res,  decreed  the  organic  Sena t us 
Confultum,  which  confers  the  title 
of  Emperor  on  the  Firft  Conful, 
and  eftablilhes  the  Imperial  digni¬ 
ty  hereditary  in  his  family.  It 
inftantly  decreed,  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  fhould  immediately  repair  10 
St.  Cloud,  to  prefent  the  organic 
Senatus  Confultum  to  the  Emperor. 
They  fet  out  after  the  ciofe  of  the 
fitting,  accompanied  by  feveral 
bodies  of  troops.  The  Senate,  on 
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its  arrival,  being  immediately  ad¬ 
mitted  to  art  audience  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  the  (Eonful  Cambaeeres,  the 
Preftdent,  prefented  the  organic 
Senatus  Confultum  to  the  Firfl 
Conful,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : — 
‘s  Sire, 

The  decree  which  the  Senate  has 
palled,  and  which  it  takes  the 
earlieft  opportunity  of prefeming  to 
your  Imperial  Majefty,  is  only 
the  authentic  expreffion  of  a  will 
already  maiiifefted  by  the  nation. 
This  decree,  which  confers  on  you 
a  new  title,  and  which  after  you 
fecures  the  dignity  hereditary  to 
your  race,  adds  nothing  either  to 
your  glory  or  to  your  rights.  The 
love  and  gratitude  of  the  French 
people  have,  for  four  years,  entruft- 
ed  to  your  Ma jelly  the  reins  of 
government,  and  the  ccnftitutions 
of  the  hate  repofed  in  you  the 
choice  of  a  fucceflor.  The  moft 
auguft  denomination,  decreed  to 
you,  is  then  only  a  tribute  which 
the  nation  pays  to  its  own  dignity, 
and  to  the  neceffity  it  experiences 
of  giving  you  daily  tehimonies  of 
refpeft  and  of  attachment,  which 
every  day  inereafe. 

How  could  rhe  French  people 
■find  bounds  to  its  gratitude,  when 
you  place  none  to  your  care  and  fo- 
licitude  lor  it  ?  Prefer v ins:  the  re- 
membra  nee  of  the  evils  which  it 
fuffered  when  abandoned  to  itfelf, 
how  could  it  reflet  without  enthu- 
fiafm  on  the  happinefs  it  has  expe¬ 
rienced,  fince  Providence  infptred 
it  with  the  idea,  of  throwing  itfelf 
into  your  arms  ?  Its  armies  were 
defeated  :  its  finances  were  in  dif- 
order  ;  public  credit  was  annihi¬ 
lated  ;  fa  ft  ions  were  difputing  for 
the  remains  of  our  ancient  fplendor  ; 
every  idea  of  morality,  and  even 
of  religion,  was  obfeured  ;  the  habit 
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of  giving  and  refuming  power,  left 
the  magiilrates  without  confidera- 
tion,  and  even  rendered  odious 
every  kind  of  authority.  Your 
Majefty  appeared ;  you  recalled 
viftory  to  our  ftandards ;  you  ef- 
tablifhed  order  and  economy  in 
the  public  expenfes  ;  the  nation, 
encouraged  by  the  ufe  you  made  of 
your  authority,  refumed  confidence 
in  its  own  refources  ;  your  wifdom 
allayed  the  rage  of  party  ;  religion 
faw  her  altars  raifed  up  ;  ideas  of 
juftice  and  injuftice  were  awakened 
in  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  when 
they  faw  crimes  followed  by  pu- 
nifhment,  and  virtue  fignalized  and 
rewarded  with  honourable  diftinft- 
/ons.  In  the  laft  place,  and  it  is 
no  doubt  the  greateft  of  the  mira¬ 
cles  operated  by  your  genius,  that 
people,  whofe  civil  eifervefcence 
had  rendered  them  impatient  of 
every  reftraint,  and  hoftile  to  every 
authority,  were  by  your  means 
made  to  cherilh  and  refpeft  a 
power  which  was  exercifed  only 
for  their  glory  and  repofe. 

The  French  people  do  not  pretend 
to  eftablifh  themfelves  judges  of 
the  conftitutions  of  other  ftates : 
they  have  no  critical  remarks  to 
make  ;  no  examples  to  follow  ;  ex¬ 
perience  in  future  will  become  their 

i 

guide.  They  have  tailed  for  ages 
the  advantages  attached  to  heredi¬ 
tary  power;  they  have  made  a 
fhort  but  painful  trial  of  the  contra¬ 
ry  fyftem  ;  they  return  by  the  ef- 
feft  of  free  and  mature  deliberation 
to  a  path  fuited  to  their  genius. 
They  make  a  free  ufe  of  their 
rights,  to  delegate  to  your  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty  a  power  which  your 
intereft  forbids  you  to  exercife  by 
yourfelf.  They  ftipulate  for  fu¬ 
ture  generations,  and  by  a  folemn 
compaft  entruft  to  the  offspring  of 

you} 


( 


STATE  PAPERS.  *  231 


your  race,  the  happinefs  of  their 
pofterity.  The  latter  will  imitate 
your  virtues,  the  former  will  in¬ 
herit  our  love  and  our  fidelity. 
Jdappy  the  nation  which,  after  fo 
much  trouble  and  uncertainty,  finds 
in  its  bofom  a  man  worthy  of  ap- 
peafing  the  Nmpefts  of  the  paflions, 
of  conciliating  all  interefts,  and 
uniting  ail  voices!  Happy  the 
prince  who  holds  his  power  by  the 
will,  the  confidence,  and  the  af¬ 
fection  of  the  citizens  ! - If  it 

be  in  the  principles  of  our  confti- 
tution,  and  already  feveral  exam¬ 
ples  of  this  kind  have  been  given, 
to  fubmit  to  the  fanClion  of  the 
people,  that  part  of  the  decree 
which  concerns  the  eftablifhment 
of  an  hereditary  government ;  the 
Senate  have  thought  that  it  ought 
to  Cntreat  your  Imperial  Majefty 
to  confent  that  the  organic  difpofi- 
tions  fhould  be  immediately  carried 
into  execution  ;  and  that,  for  the 
glory  as  well  as  the  happinefs  of 
the  republic,  Napoleon  may  be  im¬ 
mediately  proclaimed  Fmperor  of 
the  French.’ ’ 

The  Emperor  replied  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms  : 

(<  Every  thing  that  can  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  good  of  the  country  is 
effentially  connected  with  my  hap¬ 
pinefs.  1  accept  the  title  which 
you  think  neceffary  to  the  glory  of 
the  nation.  I  fubmit  to  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  people  the  law  of  here¬ 
ditary  fucceflion.  I  hope  France 
will  never  repent  of  its  having  fur- 
rounded  with  honours  my  family. 
In  all  cafes  my  fpirit  will  ceafe 
to  be  prefent  with  my  pofterity,  the 
day  on  which  it  (hall  ceafe  to  de- 
ferve  the  love  and  confidence  of  the 
great  nation.” 

The  Senate  being  then  admitted 
So  an  audience  of  her  Majefty  the 


EmpreF,  the  Conful  Cainbaceres* 
the  Prefident,  faid  : 

“  Madam, 

We  have  juft  preferred  to  your 
auguft  fpoufe  the  decree  which  con¬ 
fers  on  him  the  title  of  Emperor, 
which  eftablifhesthegovernment  he¬ 
reditary  in  his  family, and  affociates 
future  generations  in  the  happinefs 
of  the  prefent  race. 

A  very  agreeable  duty  remains 
to  be  performed  by  the  Senate — 
that  of  offering  to  your  Imperial 
Majefty  the  homage  of  its  refpeft, 
and  an  expreftion  of  the  gratitude 
of  the  French. 

Yes,  Madam,  fame  proclaims  the 
good  which  you  are  continually  do- 
ingjit  fays, that  being  always  accef- 
fible  to  the  unfortunate,  you  employ 
your  influence  with  the  chief  of  the 
ftate  only  to  relieve  diftrefs,  and 
that  to  the  pleafure  of  obliging, 
your  Majefty  adds  that  amiable 
delicacy  which  renders  gratitude 
fweeter  and  the  kindnefs  more  va¬ 
luable. 

This  difpofttion  prefages,  that 
the  name  of  the  Emprefs  jofephine 
will  be  the  fignal  of  confolation 
and  of  hope,  and  as  the  virtues  of 
Napoleon  will  always  ferve  as  an 
example  to  his  fucceffors,  to  teach 
them  the  art  of  governing  nations ; 
the  living  remembrance  of  your 
goodnefs,  will  teach  their  auguft 
conforts  that  the  care  of  drying  up 
tears  is  the  moft  effettual  means  of 
preferving  an  empire  over  all 
hearts. 

The  Senate  thinks  itfelf  happy 
in  the  opportunity  of  being  the  firft: 
to  falute  you  Emprefs,  and  he  who 
has  the  honour  of  being  its  organ, 
takes  the  liberty  to  hope  that  you 
will  deign  to  reckon  him  among  the 
number  of  your  moft  faithful  fer- 
vants. 
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.  The  Organic  Senates  Conful- 
tum  was  then  proclaimed  by  the 
Emperor. 

His  Imperial  Majefty  nominated 
to  the  dignity  of  Grand  Eledlor, 
his  Imperial  Highnefs,  Prince  Jo- 
feph  Bonaparte  ;  to  that  of  Con- 
liable,  his  ImperialHigfcnefs  prince 
Louis  Bonaparte  ;  to  that  of  Arch- 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  the  Con- 
ful  Cambaceres  ;  and  to  that  of 
Arch-Treafurer,  theConfulLebrun. 
The  Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  the  Arch-Treafurer,  and 
Conftable,  took  the  oaths  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Emperor.  The 
Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Empire 
prefented  the  Minifterg  and  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  who  took  the  oaths 
before  the  Emperor.  The  Con- 
liable  then  prefented  Generals 
d’Avouft  and  Beffieres,  as  well  as 
General  Murat,  Governor  of  Paris. 
rlhe  Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  prefented  alfo  General  Durcc, 
Governor  of  the  Imperial  Palace, 
who  took  the  oath. 

His  Imperial  M  jelly  then  ad¬ 
ore  Peel  to  Confuls  Cambaceres  and 
Lebron  the  following  letter  ; 

,  o 

((  Citizen  Conful  Cambaceres, 

Your  title  is  about  to  be  charm- 

O 

ed  '  but  your  functions  and  my 
confidence  remain  the  fame*  In 
the  high  dignity  of  Arch-Chancel¬ 
lor,  in  which  you  are  going  to  be 
inverted,  you  will  mamfeft,  as  you 
have  done  in  that  of  Conful,  the 
wifdom  of  your  counfels,  and  thofe 
diftinguiftied  talents  which  have 
given  you  fo  important  a  (hare  in 
all  the  good  that  I  can  have  done, 
i  have  nothing  therefore  to  requeft 
of  you  but  the  continuation  of  the 
fame  fentiments  for  the  date  and 
for  me. 

Napoleon,” 


Done  at  the  Palace  of  Sr. 

Cloud,  28  Floreal, 

Year  1 2,  (May  18, 

1  804). 

On  the  20th  of  May  the  foL 
lowing  decree  was  made  by  tile 
Emperor : 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the 
French,  decrees  the  following  Ge¬ 
nerals  tp  be  Maifhals  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  : — Berthier,  Murat,  Moncey, 
Jourdan,  M  a  (fen  a,  Augereau,  Ber- 
nadottc,  Soult,  Erune,  Lannes, 
Mortier,  Ne.y,  Devoust,  Bedieres. 
— — The  titles  of  Marlhals  of  the 
Empire  to  be  given  to  the  follow- 
ipgSenators  Kellerman,Lefebre, 
Perignon,  Serrurier, 

(Signed)  Napoleon, 

Done  at  St.  Cloud,  &c.  &c.  &<?, 
1  he  French  Princes  and  Prin- 
cedes  are  to  he  add  reded  by  the 
title  of  their  Imperial  Highnedes ; 
and  the  Sifters  of  the  Emperor  are 
to  enjoy  the  fame  dignity.  The 
great  Officers  of  the  Empire  are  to 
receive  the  title  of  their  Serene 
Highnedes,  and  they,  as  well  a? 
the  Princes,  are  to  be  addreded, 
t(  Monfeigneur.”  -•*— — The  High 
Officers  of  the  Empire  are  to  wear 
the  fame  drefs  as  that  of  Confuls; 
but  they  are  to  appear  in  a  parti-, 
cular  coftume  upon  great  occafions. 
—The  Secretary  of  State  has  the 
rank  of  a  Minifter  ;  and  all  the 
Minifters  will  have  the  title  of 
“  tfieir  Excellencies  ”  The, 
Functionaries  of  the  Departments, 
and  si]  thofe  who  prefent  petitions, 
are  to  add  refs  them  by  the  title  of 
“  Monfeigneur.”  The  Prelident 
of  the  Senate  will  receive  the  title 
of ((  his  Excellency.’ ’  The  Mar- 
(hals  of  the  Empire  are  to  be  cal¬ 
led  (( M^nfieur  le  Marfhal and 
when  fpoken  to,  or  addreded  in 
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writing,  they  have  the  title  of 
f<  Monfeigneur.” 

QrganicSenatus  Confultum  ex  traded 
from  the  Regijler  of  the  Conferwa- 

ti-ue  Senate .  Florealy  /  ear  12,--— 

May  I  8,  1804. 

The  Confervative  Senate,  aflem- 
bled  to  the  number  of  members 
preferibed  by  the  goth  article  ot 
the  omftiuuion,  having  feen  the 
project  ot  he  Senates  Confultum 
drawn  up  according  to  the  57th 
article  of  the  Organic  Senatus  Con- 
fultum,  dated  Thermidor  j6,  year 
10,  and  after  having  heard  on  the 
motives  of  the  laid  project  the 
Orators  of  Government,  and  the 
report  of  its  Special  Commiffion, 
nominated  in  the  fitting  of  the 
£6th  of  this  month,  and  having  de¬ 
liberated  on  the  adoption  of  it,  to 
the  number  of  voices  preferibed  by 
the  56th  article  of  the  Organic  Se¬ 
natus  Confultum,  of  the  1 6th  of 
Thermidor,  year  10,  decrees  as 
follows  : 

TITjLE  1. 

Art.  1.  The  Government  of  the 
Republic  fmdl  be  entrufted  to  an 
Emperor,  who  a  flu  met  the  title  of 
Emperor  of  the  French, — Juft  ice 
{hall  be  adminiftered  in  the  name 
of  the  Emperor  by  officers  whom  he 
fha  11  appoint. 

2.  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  now 
Firft  Conful  of  the  Republic,  (hall 
be  Emperor  of  the  French. 

TITLE  II. —OF  HEREDITAMENT. 

3.  The  imperial  dignity  is  here¬ 
ditary,  in  the  direCt,  natural,  and  le¬ 
gitimate  defeent  of  Napoleon  Bo¬ 
naparte,  from  male  to  male,  by 
order  of  primogeniture,  and  to  the 
perpetual  exclulion  of  females  and 
their  defeent. 

4.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  may 
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adopt  the  children  -or  grand-chil¬ 
dren  of  his  brothers,  provided  they 
have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  complete,  and  that  he  him- 
felfhave  no  male  heirs  at  the  time 
of  adoption.  His  adopted  fons  enter 
into  the  line  of  his  direct  defeent. 
If  he  has  any  male  children  pof- 
terior  to  adoption,  his  adopted 
fons  can  fucceed  only  after  the  na¬ 
tural  and  legitimate  defeendants. 
Adoption  is  interdicted  to  the  fac¬ 
es  ftbrs  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
and  to  their  defeendants. 

3.  Failing  a  natural  or  legitimate 
heir,  or  adopted  heir  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  the  imperial  dlgnky 
{hall  devolve  to  and  be  conferred 
on  Jofeph  Bonaparte  and  his  na¬ 
tural  and  legitimate  defeendants, 
in  order  of  primogeniture,  to  the 
perpetual  exclufion  of  females  and 
their  defeendants. 

6.  Failing  Jofeph  Bonaparte 
and  his  male  defeendants,  the  im¬ 
perial  dignity  (hall  devolve  to  and 
be  conferred  on  Louis  Buonaparte 
and  his  natural  and  legitimate  def- 
cendants,  in  the  order  of  primoge¬ 
niture,  from  male  to  male,  and  to 
the  perpetual  cxclufton  of  females 
and  their  defeendants. 

7.  Failing  a  natural  and  legiti¬ 
mate  heir,  or  adopted  heir  of  Na¬ 
poleon  Bonaparte,  failing  a  natu¬ 
ral  or  legitimate  heir  of  Jofeph 
Bonaparte  and  his  male  defeend¬ 
ants,  of  Louis  Buonaparte  and  his 
male  defeendants,  an  organic  Se¬ 
natus  Confultum,  propofed  to  the 
Senate  by  the  titularies  of  the  great 
dignitaries  of  the  Empire,  and 
fubmitted  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
people,  fiiall  nominate  theEmperor, 
and  regulate  in  his  family  the  order 
of  hereditament,  from  male  tomale, 
to  the  perpetual  exclulion  of  fe¬ 
males  and  of  their  defeendants. 

S.  Until 
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8.  Until  the  moment  of  the 
election  of  the  new  Emperor,  the 
affairs  of  the  ftate  (hall  be  govern- 
ed  by  the  Minifters,  who  fhall  form 
in  Council  the  Government,  and 
who  fhall  deliberate  by  a  majority 
of  voices.  The  Secretary  of  State 
fhall  keep  a  journal  of  the  delibe¬ 
rations. 

TITLE  III. - OF  THE  IMPERIAL 

FAMILY. 

9.  The  Members  of  the  Impe¬ 
rial  Family  in  the  order  of  heredi¬ 
tament  fhall  bear  the  title  of  French 
Princes.  The  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Emperor  fhall  be  ftyled  Imperial 
Prince. 

10.  The  mode  of  education  for 
the  French  Princes  fhall  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  aSenatus  Confultum. 

1 1 .  They  are  members  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  Council  of  State, 
when  they  have  attained  to  their 
eighteenth  year. 

1 2.  They  cannot  marry  without 
the  confer. t  of  the  Emperor.  The 
marriage  of  a  French  Prince  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  the  Emperor,  in¬ 
curs  the  privation  of  all  right  of 
inheritance  both  for  the  individual 
who  has  contraded  it,  and  for  his 
defendants. 

13.  The  a<51s  which  atteft  the 
birth,  the  marriages,  and  deaths 
of  Members  of  the  Imperial  Fa¬ 
mily,  fnall  be  tranfmitted,  by  or¬ 
der  from  the  Emperor,  to  the  Se¬ 
nate,  who  fhall  order  them  to  be 
infcribed  in  their  journals,  and  de- 
pofited  among  their  archives. 

14,  Napoleon  Bonaparte  fhall 
eflablifh,  by  flatutes  to  which  his 
fucceffors  are  bound  to  conform. 

iff.  The  duties  of  the  individuals 
of  both  fexes,  who  are  members  of 
the  Imperial  Family  towards  the 
Emperor ; 


2d.  An  organization  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  Palace,  conformably  to  the 
dignity  of  the  throne,  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  nation. 

15.  The  civil  lift  remains  regu¬ 
lated  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  was 
by  the  ift  and  4th  articles  of  the 
decree  of  hi  ay  26,  1791. — The 
Princes  Jofeph  and  Louis  Bona¬ 
parte,  and,  in  future,  the  younger 
natural  and  legitimate  fons  of  the 
Emperor,  fhall  be  treated  agreea¬ 
bly  to  the  articles  1,  10,  11,  12, 
and  13  of  the  decree  of  December 
21,  1790.  The  Emperor  may  fix 
the  jointure  of  the  Emprefs,  and 
refer  it  to  the  Civil  Lift.  His 
fuecefibrs  can  introduce  no  change 
in  the  difpofitions  made  in  this  ref- 
pefL 

1 6.  The  Emperor  fhall  vifit  the 
departments  ;  Imperial  palaces 
fhall  therefore  be  eftablifhed  in  the 
four  principal  points  of  the  empire. 
Thefe  palaces  fhall  be  fixed,  and 
their  dependencies  eftablifhed  by  a 

law. 

< 

TITLE  IV.— OF  THE  REGENCY. 

17.  The  Emperor  is  a  minor  till 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  complete  ; 
during  his  minority  there  fhall  be  a 
R.egent  of  the  Empire. 

18.  The  Regent  muft  be  at  leaf! 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  com¬ 
plete  ;  females  are  excluded  from 
the  Regency. 

19.  The  Emperor  choofes  the 
Regent  from  among  the  French 
Princes  who  have  attained  to  the 
age  prefcribed  by  the  preceding  ar¬ 
ticle  ;  and  failing  them,  from 
among  the  titularies  of  the  great 
dignitiesof  the  Empire. 

20.  Failing  defignation  on  the 
part  of  the  Emperor,  the  Regency 
fhall  devolve  to  the  Prince  neareft 
in  degree  in  the  order  of  inheri¬ 
tance 
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tance,  who  has  attained  to  25  years 
complete. 

21.  In  cafes  where  the  Emperor 
has  not  chofen  the  Regent,  if  none 
of  the  French  Princes  have  attain¬ 
ed  to  the  age  of  25  years  complete, 
the  Senate  fhall  choofe  the  Regent 
from  the  titularies  of  the  great  dig¬ 
nities  of  the  empire. 

22.  When,  on  account  of  the 
minority  of  a  Prince  called  to  the 
Regency  in  the  order  of  inheri¬ 
tance,  it  has  been  conferred  on  a 
more  diftant  relation,  or  on  one  of 
the  titularies  of  the  great  dignities 
of  the  Empire,  the  Regent  who  has 
entered  on  the  exercifeof  his  func¬ 
tions,  fhall  continue  them  till  the 
majority  of  the  Emperor. 

23.  No  Organic  Senatus  Con- 
fultum  can  be  palled  during  the 
Regency,  nor  before  the  end  of 
the  third  year  after  the  majority. 

24.  The  Regent  (hall  exercife, 
till  the  majority  of  the  Emperor, 
all  the  attributes  of  the  Imperial 
dignity  ;  he  cannot,  however,  no¬ 
minate  to  the  grand  dignities  of  the 
Empire,  nor  to  the  places  of  the 
great  officers  which  may  be  vacant 
at  the  period  of  the  Regency,  or 
which  may  become  vacant  during 
the  minority,  nor  ufe  the  preroga¬ 
tive  referved  for  the  Emperor  of 
failing  citizens  to  the  rank  of  Se¬ 
nator.  He  cannot  difmifs  either 
the  Grand  Judge  or  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

25.  He  is  not  perfonally  ref- 
ponfible  for  the  ads  of  his  adminis¬ 
tration. 

26.  All  ads  of  the  Regency  are 
in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  under 
age. 

2y.  The  Regent  can  propofe 
no  projed  of  a  law  or  Senatus  Con- 
fultum,  and  can  adopt  no  regulation 
©f  public  adminift  ration,  until  he 
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has  confulted  the  Council  of  Re¬ 
gency,  compofed  of  the  titularies 
of  the  great  dignities  of  the  Era-, 
pire.  .He  cannot  declare  war  or 
lign  treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  or 
commerce,  until  after  deliberation 
in  the  Council  of  Regency ;  the 
members  of  which  in  this  cate  only 
have  a  deliberative  voice.  The 
decifion  fnall  be  by  a  majority  of 
voices,  and  if  there  be  an  equality 
that  of  the  Regent  fhall  determine 
it.  The  minifter  of  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  fhall  have  a  feat  in  the 
Council  of  Regency,  when  the 
Council  deliberates  on  affairs  re¬ 
lating  to  his  department.  The 
Grand  Judge,  Minifter  of  Juftice, 
may  be  called  to  it  by  order  of 
the  Regent.  The  Secretary  of  State 
fhall  keep  a  journal  of  the  delibera¬ 
tions. 

28.  The  Regency  can  confer  no 
right  on  the  perfon  of  the  minor 
Emperor. 

29  The  falary  of  the  Regent 
is  fixed  at  a  fourth  amount  of  the 
civil  lift. 

30.  The  care  of  the  minor  Em¬ 
peror  is  entrufted  to  his  mother, 
and,  failing  her,  to  the  prince 
chofen  for  that  purpofe  by  the  pre- 
deceffor  of  the  minor  Emperor. 
Failing  the  mother  of  the  minor 
Emperor,  and  a  prince  chofen  by 
the  Emperor,  the  Senate  fhall  en- 
truft  the  care  of  the  minor  Empe¬ 
ror  to  one  of  the  titularies  of  the 
great  dignities  of  the  Empire, 
Neither  the  Regent,  nor  his  des¬ 
cendants  or  females,  can  be  chofen 
to  take  charge  of  the  minor  Em¬ 
peror. 

31.  In  cafe  Napoleon  Bona¬ 
parte  fhall  ufe  the  faculty  confer¬ 
red  on  him  by  the  4th  Article  of 
Tide  II.  the  adl  of  adoption  fhall 
be  performed  in  the  prefence  of  the 
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titularies  of  the  grand  dignities  of 
the  Empire  ;  fh alt  be  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  imme¬ 
diately  tranfmitted  to  the  Senate  to 
be  infcribed  in  the  Journals, '  and 
depolited  among  the  archives 
when  the  Emperor  nominates  either 
a  Regent  for  the  minority,  or  a 
Prince  to  take  charge  of  the  minor 
Emperor,  the  fame  formalities  (hall 
be  obferved  :  the  act  of  nomination 
either  of  a  Regent  for  the  minority, 
or  a  Prince  to  take  charge  of  the 
minor  Emperor,  are  revocable,  at 
thepleafure  of  the  Emperor  ;  every 
aft  of  adoption,  nomination,  or 
revocation  of  a  nomination,  which 
has  not  been  infcribed  in  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  the  Senate,  before  the  death 
of  the  Emperor,  (hall  be.  null  and 
void. 

TITLE  V.— OF  THE  GREAT  DIG¬ 
NITIES  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 

32.  The  grand  dignities  of  the 
empire,  are  ihofeof  Grand  Elector, 
Arch- Chancellor  of  State,  Arch- 
Treafurer,  Conftable,  and  Grand 
Admiral. 

33.  The  titularies  of  the  Grand 
dignities  of  the  Empire  are  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  Emperor.  They 
fhall  enjoy  the  fame  honours  as  the 
French  Princes,  and  take  prece¬ 
dency  immediately  after  them. 
The  period  of  their  reception  de¬ 
termines  the  rank  which  they  ref- 
pedively  hold. 

34.  The  grand  dignities  of  the 
Empire  cannot  be  removed. 

35.  The  titularies  of  the  great 
dignities  of  the  Empire,  are  Sena¬ 
tors  and  Counfellors  of  State. 

36.  They  form  the  Grand 
Council  of  the  Emperor,  they  are 
members  of  the  privy  Council ;  they 
eompofe  the  Tirana  Council  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour.  The  prefent 
members  of  the  Grand  Council  of 


the  Legion  of  Honour  fhall  retain, 
during  life,  their  titles,  functions, 
and  prerogatives. 

37.  The  Emperor  prefides  m 
the  Senate,  and  Council  of  State. 
When  the  Emperor  does  not  prefidc 
in  the  Senate,  or  Council  of  State, 
he  fhall  nominate  one  of  the  titula¬ 
ries  of  the  Great  Dignities  of  hate 
to  be  prefident. 

38.  All  ads  of  the  Senate  and 
Legiflative  body  are  paffed  in  the 
name  of  the  Emperor,  and  promul¬ 
gated  or  pubiifhed  under  the  Im¬ 
perial  Seal. 

39.  The  Grand  Eledor  per¬ 
forms  the  functions  of  Chancellor. 

iff.  In  convoking  the  Legifla¬ 
tive  body,  the  E  led  oral  colleges, 
and  the  Cantonal  affemblies. 

2d.  In  promulgating  the  Se¬ 
na  tus  Confulta  for  diffolving  the 
Legiflative  Body,  or  the  Eledoral 
colleges. 

The  Grand  Eledor  prefides  in 
the  abfence  of  the  Emperor,  when 
the  Senate  proceeds  to  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Senators,  Legiflators  or 
Tribunes.  He  may  refide  in  the 
palace  of  the  Senate.  He  makes 
known  to  the  Emperor  the  remon- 
ftrances  prefented  by  the  Eledoral 
colleges  of  the  Cantonal  affemblies, 
in  regard  to  the  prefer vation  of 
their  prerogatives.  When  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  Eledoral  college  is  de- 
nounced  agreeably  to  the  2 ill  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  organic  Senatus  Con- 
fultum,  of  the  1 6 tli  of  Thermidor, 
year  10,  as  having  committed  any 
act  contrary  to  the  honour  or  the 
good  of  his  country,  the  Grand 
Eledor  fhall  invite  the  College  to 
ir.anifeft  its  will.  He  fhall  report 
the  will  of  the  college  to  the  Em¬ 
peror.  The  Grand  Eledor  pre¬ 
sents  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
of  the  Council  of  State,  and  of  the 
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Legiflative  Body,  to  take  the  oath 
before  the  Emperor.  He  adminif- 
ters  the  oath  to  the  Prefidents  of 
the  Electoral  Colleges  of  the  de- 
pa  ri-ment  and  cantonal  affemblies. 
He  prefen ts  the  folemn  deputation 
of  the  Senate,  the  Council  of  State, 
Legiflative  Body,  Tribunate,  and 
Electoral  Colleges,  when  admitted 
to  an  audience  of  the  Emperor. 

40.  The  Arch  Chancellor  of  the 
Empire  performs  the  functions  of 
Chancellor  in  promulgating  Senatus 
Confulta  and  the  laws.  He  like- 
wife  performs  the  functions  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Imperial  Palace. 
He  is  prefen t  when  the  Grand 
Judge,  Minister  of  jufticc-,  lays 
before  the  Emperor  his  annual  re¬ 
port  of  the  abufes  which  have  crept 
into  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
both  civil  and  criminal.  He  pre- 
fides  in  the  high  Imperial  Court, 
and  alfo  at  the  United  Sections 
of  the  Council  of  State  and  Tri¬ 
bunate,  conformably  to  Art.  954 
Title  11,  PL  is  prefent  at  the 
celebration  of  the  marriages  and 

o 

births  of  the  princes,  and  at  the 
Coronation  and  funeral  obfequies 
of  the  Emperor.  He  ligns  the 
proces- verbal  drawn  up  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  He  prefents 
the  titularies  of  the  Grand  Digni¬ 
ties  of  the  Empire,  the  Minifters 
and  Secretary  of  State,  the  Grand 
Civil  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Caf- 
fation,  when  the  oath  is  adminis¬ 
tered  to  them  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Emperor.  He  admiriifters  the 
oath  to  the  members  of  the  Court 
of  Caffatipn,  and  to  the  P  redden  ts 
and  Attorneys  General  of  the 
Courts  of  Appeal,  and  alfo  of  the 
Criminal  Courts.  Pie  prefents  the 
folemn  deputations  and  the  mem, 
bers  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  when 
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admitted  to  an  audience  of  the 
Emperor.  He  figns  and  feals  the 
commiffions  and  appointments  of 
the  members  of  the  Courts  of  lufi- 
tice,  and  the  rninifterial  officers ; 
he  feals  the  commiffions  and  ap¬ 
pointments  of  the  civil  and  ad¬ 
min  1  ft  rati  ve  functions,  and  of  the 
other  a.ffis  which  will  be  defignated 
in  the  regulation  entitled  “  Or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Seal,” 

41.  The  Arch  Chancellor  of 
State  performs  the  fundfcions  of 
Chancellor,  in  promulgating  trea¬ 
ties  of  peace,  and  in  declaring  war. 
He  prefents  to  the  Emperor,  and 
figns  the  credentials  and  corres¬ 
pondence  with  t'  e  different  courts 
of  Europe,  according  ro  the  forms 
of  the  Imperial  Protocul,  of  which 
he  is  the  keeper.  He  is  prefent 
when  the  Minifter  for  Exterior 
Relations  lays  before  the  Emperor 
his  annual  report  of  the  political 
fituation  of  the  fate.  He  pre¬ 
fents  the  ambaffadors  and  minif- 
ters  of  the  Emperor,  when  the 
oath  is  adminiftered  to  them  in  the 
prefence  of  his  Imperial  Ma jelly. 
He  adminifters  the  oath  to  the 
residents,  charges  d'affaires,  fiecre- 
taries  of  embaffy  and  legation, 
comrniffaries  general,  and  corn- 
mi  ffaries  for  commercial  rela¬ 
tions. 

42.  The  Arch  Treafurer  is  pre¬ 
fent  when  the  minifters  of  finance 
and  rhe  public  t’reafiury  lay  before 
the  Emperor  the  annual  accounts 
of  the  receipts  and  expenfes  of  the 
Hate,  hnd  make,  known  to  him 
their  views  with  regard  to  the 
financial  neceffities  of  the  empire. 
Before  the  accounts  of  the  annual 
receipts  and  difburfements  are  laid 
before  the  Emperor,  they  mud  re¬ 
ceive  his  fignature.  He  prefides  at 
the  United  Sections  of  the  Counfid 

of 


238  * 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


of  State  and  Tribunate,  conform¬ 
ably  to  Art.  95,  Title  1 1 .  He  re¬ 
ceives,  every  three  months,  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  labours  of  the  national 
accountants  ;  and,  once  a  year, 
be  receives  the  general  refult  and 
plans  of  reform  and  amelioration 
in  the  different  offices  of  the  public 
accounts,  which  he  lays  before 
the  Emperor.  He  balances,  every 
year,  the  great  book  of  debt.  He 
figns  appointments  and  civil  pen¬ 
sions.  He  adminifters  the  oath  to 
the  national  accountants,  the  ad- 
miniftrators  of  finance,  and  the 
principal  agents  of  the  public 
treafury.  He  prefents  the  depu¬ 
tations  from  the  national  account¬ 
ants  and  the  adminiftrators  of 
finance,  when  admitted  to  an  au¬ 
dience  of  the  Emperor. 

43.  The  coni! able  is  prefen t 
when  the  minifler  at  war  and  the 
diredorof  the  war  department  lay 
before  the  Emperor  the  annual  re¬ 
port  of  the  difpofitions  to  be  taken 
for  completing  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  and  the  charge  of  keep¬ 
ing  up,  repairing,  and  provifion- 
ing  the  fortified  towns.  He  lays 
the  firft  ftone  of  every  fortrefs 
about  to  be  ereded.  He  is  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  military  fchools.  When 
the  Emperor  does  not  prefent  in 
perfon  the  colours  of  any  regiment, 
they  are  prefented  in  his  name  by 
the  conftable.  In  the  abfence  of 
the  Emperor,  the  conftable  re¬ 
views  the  imperial  guard.  When 
a  general  is  fufpeded  of  a  crime 
fpecified  in  the  penal  military  code, 
the  conftable  may  prefide  at  the 
counfel  of  war.  He  prefents  the 
marfhals  of  the  empire,  the  colo¬ 
nels  general,  the  infpedors  gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  officers  general,  when 
the  oath  is  adminiftered  to  them  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Emperor,  He 


adminifters  the  oath  to  majors 
captains,  commodores,  See,  He  in- 
Hals  the  marfhals  of  the  empire. 
He  prefents  the  generals,  colonels, 
majors,  Sec.  of  the  army,  when  ad¬ 
mitted  to  an  audience  of  rhe  Em¬ 
peror.  He  figns  appointments  in 
the  army,  and  thofe  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  penfioners  of  the  ft  ate. 

44.  The  grand  admiral  is  pre¬ 
fent  when  the  minifter  of  marine 
lays  before  the  Emperor  the  annual 
report  of  the  ftate  of  the  navy. 
He  annually  receives  and  prefents 
to  the  Emperor,  the  accounts  of 
the  cheft  of  marine  invalids.  When 
an  admiral,  vice-admiral,  or  rear- 
admiral,  is  fufpeded  of  a  crime 
fpecified  in  the  penal  military 
code,  the  grand  admiral  may  pre¬ 
fide  at  the  court  martial.  He  pre¬ 
fents  the  admirals,  vice-admirals, 
rear  admirals,  and  captains,  when 
the  oath  is  adminiftered  to  them  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Emperor.  He 
adminifters  the  oath  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  counfel  of  prizes,  and 
to  captains  of  frigates.  He  pre¬ 
fents  the  admirals,  vice-admirals, 
rear-admirals,  captains,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  counfel  of  prizes,  when 
admitted  to  ^n  audience  of  the 
Emperor.  He  figns  appointments 
in  the  navy,  and  thofe  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  penfioners  of  the  ftate. 

45.  Each  titulary  of  the  grand 
dignities  of  the  empire  prefides 
over  a  departmental  eledoral  col¬ 
lege.  The  grand  eledor  prefides 
over  the  electoral  college  at  Bruf- 
fels.  The  arch-chancellor  of  the 
empire  prefides  over  the  electoral 
college  at  Bourdeaux.  The  arch¬ 
chancellor  of  ftate  prefides  over 
the  eledoral  college  at  Nantz. 
The  arch-treafurer  of  the  empire 
prefides  over  the  eledoral  college 
at  Lyons.  The  conftable  prefides 
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over  the  ele&oral  college  at  Turin. 
The  grand  admiral  prefides  over 
the  electoral  college  at  Marfeilles. 

4 6.  Each  titulary  of  the  grand 
dignities  of>  the  empire  receives 
annually,  according  to  the  eftab- 
lilhed  ufage,  a  third  of  the  fain 
appropriated  to  the  princes,  con. 
f'ormably  to  the  decree  of  the  21  ft 
of  December,  1790. 

47.  An  imperial  ftatute  regu¬ 
lates  the  functions  of  the  titularies 
of  the  grand  dignities  of  the  em¬ 
pire  about  the  perfon  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  and  determines  the  coftume 
to  be  worn  by  them  in  grand  cere¬ 
monies.  The  Emperor’s  fuccef- 
fors  cannot  deviate  from  this  fta¬ 
tute  but  by  a  fenatus  confultum. 

TITLE  VI. - OF  THE  GRAND  OF¬ 

FICERS  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 

48.  The  grand  officers  of  the 
empire  are  :  firft,  marfhals  of  the 
empire,  chofen  from  among  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  generals.  Their 
number  not  to  exceed  fixteen ;  of 
which  number  the  marfhals  of  the 
empire  who  are  alfo  fenators  can¬ 
not  make  a  part.  Secondly,  eight 
infpe&ors  of  artillery  and  fortifi¬ 
cations,  troops  of  horfe  and  ma¬ 
rine.  Thirdly,  grand  civil  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  crown,  as  they  fhall 
hereafter  be  appointed  by  ftatutes 
of  the  Emperor. 

49.  The  poft  of  grand  officer  is 
perpetual. 

50.  Each  of  the  grand  officers 
of  the  empire  prefides  over  an  elec¬ 
toral  college,  which  is  fpecially 
appointed  to  him  at  the  moment  of 
his  nomination. 

51.  If,  by  an  order  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  or  by  any  other  caufe  what¬ 
ever,  a  titulary  of  a  grand  dignity 
of  the  empire,  or  a  grand  officer, 
tdinqudhes  his  fundions,  he  never- 
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thelefs  preferves  his  title,  rank, 
privileges,  and  a  moiety  of  the 
falary  attached  to  his  office.  He 
can  only  forfeit  them  by  a  judg¬ 
ment  cf  the  high  imperial  court. 

TITLE  VII. - OF  OATHS. 

32,  In  the  courfe  of  the  two 
years  fubfequent  to  his  acceffion  or 
majority,  the  Emperor  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  titularies  of  the  grand 
dignities  of  the  empire,  the  minis¬ 
ters,  the  grand  officers  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  takes  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  French  people  upon  the  Evan, 
gelift,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the 
fena-te,  the  counfel  of  ftate,  the  le¬ 
gislative  body,  the  tribunate,  the 
court  of  caffation,  the  archbifhops, 
the  bifhops,  the  grand  officers  of 
the  legion  of  honour,  the  national 
accountants,  the  prefidents  of  the 
courts  of  appeal,  the  prefidents  of 
the  ele&oral  colleges,  the  prefidents 
of  the  cantonal  affemblies,  the  pre¬ 
fidents  of  the  confiftories,  and  the 
mayors  of  thirty-fix  principal 
towns  of  the  empire.  The  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  prepares  the  proces- 
verbal  of  the  ceremony. 

53.  The  oath  taken  by  the  Em¬ 
peror  is  couched  as  follows  :  ((  I 
i(  fwear  to  maintain  the  integrity 
i(  of  the  territory  of  the  republic; 
(i  to  refpedt  and  to  caufe  to  be  re- 
<(  fpefiled  the  laws  ©1  the  concor- 
((  dat  and  the  liberty  of  public 
*(  worfhip  ;  to  refpefi:  and  to  caufe 
i(  to  be  refpefited  the  equality  of 
((  rights,  political  and  civiliibertv, 
u  the  irrevocability  of  the  fales 
((  of  national  domains  ;  to  levy  no 
tc  duty,  to  impofe  no  tax,  but  by 
(C  virtue  of  the  law  ;  to  maintain 
u  the  inllitution  of  the  legion  of 
“  honour;  and  to  have  no  view  in 
{<  governing,  but  the  intereft,  the 
tc  happinefs,  and  the  glory  of  the 
u  French  peopled ' 

54.  Before 
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5*4.  Before  he  enters  upon  the 
exercife  of  his  functions,  the  regent 
Accompanied  by  the  titularies  of 
the  grand  dignitaries  of  the  era, 
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pi  re,  the  minifters,  and  the  grand 
officers  of  the  empire  take  the 
oath  upon  the  Evangelift,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  the  fenate,  the 
counfel  of  if  ate,  the  president  and 
queftors  of  the  legiflative  body, 
the  prefident  and  queitbrs  of  the 
tribunate,  and  the  grand  officers  of 
the  legion  of  honour.  The  fee  re- 
tary  of  ftate  prepares  the  proces-^ 
verbal  of  the  ceremony. 

55.  The  oath  taken  by  the  re¬ 
gent  is  as  follows  :  i(  I  fwear  to 

adminifter  the  affairs  of  the 
<f  hate,  conformably  to  the  con- 
f£  ftitutions  of  the  empire,  the  fe~ 
t(  natus  confulta,  and  the  laws  ;  to 
((  maintain,  in  all  its  integrity, 

S£  the  territory  of  the  republic, 
sg  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and 
<£  thofe  of  the  imperial  dignity, 

and  faithfully  to  deliver  up  to 
fc  the  Emperor,  as  foors  as  he  at- 
i(  tains  his  majority,  the  power 
S£  which  has  been  confided  to 
61  me.” 

56.  The  titularies  of  tke  grand 
dignities  of  the  empire,  the  minif¬ 
ters  and  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  the 
grand  officers,  the  members  of  the 
fenate,  the  legiflative  body,  the 
tribunate,  the  elefloral  colleges, 
and  the  cantonal  afiemblies,  take 
the  following  oath :  £i  I  fwear 
S(  obedience  to  the  confutations 
iC  of  the  empire,  and  fidelity  to 
u  the  Emperor.”  The  public 
functionaries,  civil  and  judicial, 
the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army 
on  land  and  fea,  take  the  fame 
oath. 

TITLE  VIII.  OF  THE  SENATE. 

3 7.  The  fenate  is  compofed,  1  ft. 
Of  the  French  princes  who  have 


attained  their  18th  year;  idW) 
Or  the  titularies  of  the  grand  dig¬ 
nities  of  the  empire  ;  3dly,  Of 
the  twenty. four  members  ehoferi 
by  the  Emperor  from  the  lifts  de¬ 
livered  in  by  the  departmental 
electoral  cojjeges  ;  4 *hiy,  Of  citi¬ 
zens  whom  the  Emperor  deems 
proper  to  raife  to  the  dignity  of 
fenator. 

58.  The  president  of  the  fenate 
is  named  by  the  Emperor,  and 
chofen  from  the  lift  of  fenators* 
Elis  fiwctions  continue  for  twelve 
months. 

59.  Fie  convokes  the  fenate  at 
the  command  of  the  Emperor,  and 
at  the  requifition,  ^ilt,  Of  the  com- 
millions  hereafter  fpokeri  of  in 
article  60  and  64 ;  zdly,  Of  a 
fenator,  conformably  to  the  pro- 
vifions  made  in  article  70  ;  jelly. 
Of  an  officer  for  the  interior  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  body.  He  lays  be¬ 
fore  the  Emperor  aft  account  of  the 
feveral  convocations  made  at  the’ 
requifition  of  the  commiffions,  &c. 
their  objecd,  and  the  reful t  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  fenate. 

60.  A  commiffion  of  feven  mem¬ 
bers,  named  by  the  fenate,  and 
chofen  from  the  body,  takes  cog¬ 
nizance  of  arrefts  (conformable  to 
article  46  of  the  conftittition,  j 
whenever  the  per  fan  arrefted  is  not 
brought  before  the  tribunals  in 
the  {pace  of  ten  days  after  the' 
time  of  fueh  a r reft.  This  com¬ 
miffion  is  called  the  Senatorial  Com¬ 
miffion  for  perfonal  liberty. 

61.  Every  arrefted  perfon.  not 
called  to  take  his  trial  in  ten  days 
after  his  arreft,  may  immediately 
appeal,  by  himfelf,  his  reprefenta- 
tives,  or  by  petition,  to  the  fena-* 
torial  ccmmiffidn  for  perfonal  li¬ 
berty. 

6z.  When  tke  faid  commiffion 
is  of  opinion  that  the  interefts  of 
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the  Hate  do  not  call  for  the  de¬ 
tention  of  the  arreffed  perfon  be¬ 
yond  the  period  of  ten  clays,  it  in¬ 
vites  the  minifter  who  ordered  the 
aired  to  caufe  the  perfon  fo  de¬ 
tained  to  be  either  fet  at  liberty, 
or  fent  before  the  ordinary  tri¬ 
bunals. 

63.  If  after  three  fucceffive  in¬ 
vitations,  renewed  in  the  fpace  of 
one  month,  the  detained  perfon  is 
not  fet  at  liberty  or  fent  before  the 
ordinary  tribunals,  the  commiffion 
demands  an  affembly  of  the  fen  ate, 
which  is  convoked  by  the  prefi- 
dent,  and  makes,  if  it  fo  deter¬ 
mines,  the  following  declaration  : 
i(  There  are  ffrong  prefumptions 
(<  that  N.  is  arbitrarily  detained. ” 

It  afterwards  proceeds  conformably 
to  the  provifions  of  article  92, 
title  13,  of  the  high  imperial 
court. 

64.  A  commiffion  of  feven  mem¬ 
bers,  named  by  the  fenate,  and 
chofen  from  the  body,  is  appointed 
to  watch  over  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs.  Works  printed  and  dis¬ 
tributed  by  fubfcription,  and  at 
Hated  periods,  do  not  come  under 
its  cognizance.  This  commiffion 
is  called  the  Senatorial  Commiffion 
for  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 

63.  Authors,  printers,  and 
bookfellers,  having  reafon  to  com- 
plain  of  injunctions  being  laid  upon 
the  printing  or  circulation  of  works, 
may  apply  perfonally,  or  by  pe¬ 
tition,  to  the  fenatorial  commiffion 
for  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

66.  When  the  commiffion  is  of 
opinion  that  the  intereils  of  the 
Hate  do  not  demand  fuch  injunc¬ 
tion,  it  invites  the  imnifter  who 
■ifiued  the  order  to  revoke  it. 

67.  If  after  three  fucceffive  in¬ 
vitations,  renewed  in  the  fpace  of 
one  month,  the  injunction  Hill 
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continues,  the  commiffion  demands 
an  affembly  of  the  fenate,  which  is 
convoked  by  the  prefident,  and 
makes,  if  it  fo  determines,  the 
following  declaration  :  “  There 
“  are  ffrong  prefumptions  that  the 
cc  liberty  of  the  prefs  has  been  vio- 
(!  lated.35  It  afterwards  proceeds 
conformably  to  the  provi lions  of 
article  92,  title  13,  of  the  high 
imperial  court. 

68.  The  functions  of  a  member 

of  each  of  the  fenatorial  commif- , 
lions  ceafe  at  the  expiration  of  four' 
months.  , 

69.  The  projets  de  lots  decreed 
by  the  legiHative  body,  are  tranffi 
initted  to  the  fenate  on  the  day  of 
their  adoption,  and  are  depofited 
in  the  archives. 

70.  Every  decree  iffued  by  the 
legiHative  body  may  be  denounced 
in  the  fenate  by  any  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  thereof;  1.  As  tending  to  re- 
ffore  the  feudal  fyHem  ;  2.  As  af- 
feCting  the  fale  of  national  domains” 
3.  As  having  been  iffued  contrary 
to  the  forms  prefcribed  by  the 
conffiturions  of  the  empire,  &c. 

71.  In  the  corrfe  of  fix  days 

after  the  adoption  of  the  pro  jet  de- 
loi,  the  fenate,  after  deliberating 
upon  the  report  of  a  fpecial  com¬ 
miffion,  and  hearing  the  decree 
read  three  times  at  three  fittings 
held  on  feparate  days,  may  declare 
its  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
promulgating  the  faid  law.  The 
prefident  lays  the  decifion  of  the 
fenate  before  the  Emperor#  , 

7 2 .  The  Emperor,  after  hearing 
the  counfel  of  Hate,  either  declares 
by  a  decree  his  adherence  to  th© 
deliberation  of  the  fenate,  or 
caufes  the  law  to  be  promulgated.  ' 

73.  Every  fuch  law  not  promul¬ 

gated  before  the  expiration  of  teit 
days,  cannot  be  promulgated  un- 
Serjes.  *  It  1  -  lefl 
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lefs  it  has  been  again  deliberated 
on,  and  adopted,  by  the  legifladve 
body. 

74.  The  entire  operations  of  an 
electoral  college,  as  well  as  its 
partial  operations  relative  to  the 
prefentation  of  candidates  to  the 
fenate,  the  legiflative  body,  or 
the  tribunate,  can  only  be  an¬ 
nulled,  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  unconftitutionai,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  fenatus  confultum. 

TITLE  IX.*— OF  THE  COUNSEL  OP 
STATE. 

75*.  When  the  counfel  of  date  is 
deliberating  upon  a  projet  de  loi, 
&c.  two. thirds  of  the  members  in 
ordinary  fervice  mull  be  prefect. 
The  number  of  members  prefent 
can  never  be  lefs  than  twenty -five* 

76.  The  counfel  of  ftate  is  di¬ 
vided  into  fix  feftions  ;  viz.  the 
fe&ion  of  legiflation,  the  fe&ion 
of  the  interior,  the  fedtion  of 
finance,  the  fedlion  of  war,  the 
fed  ion  of  marine,  and  the  fedtion 
of  commerce. 

77.  When  a  member  of  the  couri- 
fel  of  ftate  has  been  five  years  upon 
the  lift  of  members  in  ordinary 
fervice,  he  receives  the  rank  of 
counfellor  of  ftate  for  life.  When 
he  ceafes  to  be  on  the  lift  of  the 
counfel  of  ftate  in  ordinary  or  ex¬ 
traordinary  fervice,  he  is  only  en¬ 
titled  to  one-third  of  the  falary 
attached  to  the  office. 

TITLE  x.— OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE 
BODY, 

78.  The  members  of  the  Jegif- 
Jativebody  may  be  re-eleded  with¬ 
out  interval. 

79.  Every  projet  de  Ioi  pre- 
fen  ted  to  die  legiflative  body  is 
returned  to  the  three  Tedious  of 
the  tribunate. 
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80.  The  fittings  of  the  leg if/ 
lative  body  are  divided  into  ordi¬ 
nary  fittings  and  general  com¬ 
mittees. 

8 r.  Ordinary  fittings  are  com- 
pofed  of  members  of  the  legiflative 
body,  orators  of  the  counfel  of 
ftate,  and  orators  of  the  three  fee- 
tions  of  the  tribunate.  General 
committees  are  compofed  only  of 
members  of  the  legiflative  body. 
The  prefident  of  the  legiflative 
body  prefides  both  at  the  ordinary 
fittings  and  general  committees. 

82.  At  an  ordinary  fitting,  the 
legiflative  body  hear  the  orators 
of  the  counfel  of  ftate,  andaifo  the' 
orators  of  the  three  fedions  of  the 
tribunate,  and.  votes  on  the  projet 
de  lot.  In  a  general  committee* 
the  members  of  the  legiflative 
body  difeufs  amongfl  them  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  projet 
de  loi. 

S3.  The  legiflative  body  re* 
folves  itfelf  into  a  general  com¬ 
mittee;  1.  At  the  invitation  of 
the  prefident  for  the  interior  affairs 
of  the  body;  2,  At  a  demand 
made  to  the  prefident,  and  figned 
by  fifty  of  the  members  prefent. 
In  both  thefe  cafes,  the  general 
committee  is  a  fecret  one,  and  its 
difeuffions  can  neither  be  printed 
nor  divulged. 

84.  When  the  difeuffion  in  a 
general  committee  is  clofed,  the 
deliberation  is  adjourned  to  the 
ordinary  fitting  On  the  following 
day. 

83.  On  the  day  appointed  by  the 
legiflative  body  for  voting  on  the 
projet  de  loi,  the  orators  of  the 
counfel  of  ftate  are  again  heard. 

86.  The  deliberation  on  a  pro¬ 
jet  de  loi,  can  in  no  cafe  be  de¬ 
ferred  for  more  than  three  days  be¬ 
yond  the  time  fixed  for  clofing  the 
difeuffion. 

87.  The 
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87.  Thefedidns  of  the  tribunate 
conftitute  the  foie  commiffions  of 
the  legillativd  body  ;  which  can 
create  no  other,  but  in  the  cafe 
pointed  out  in  article  1  i  3,  title  1 3, 
of  the  high  impeiial  court, 

TITLE  XI. - OF  THE  TRIBUNATE. 

88.  The  functions  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  tribunate  continue  for 
ten  years i 

89.  A  moiety  of  the  tribunate 
is  renewed  every  five  year's.  The 
firft  renewal  will  take  place  in  the 
feffion  of  the  year  17,  conformably 
to  the  organic  fenatiis  confnltum, 
of  the  1 6th  Thermidor,  year  10. 

90.  The  prefident  o‘f  the  tribu¬ 
nate  is  named  by  the  Emperor,  on 
the  presentation  of  three  candi¬ 
dates  chofen  by  the  tribunate  at 
the  fecret  ballot. 

91.  The  functions  of  the  prefi¬ 
dent  of  the  tribunate  continue  for 
two  years* 

92.  The  tribunate  has  tvvo  quef- 
tors.  They  are  named  by  the  Em¬ 
peror,  from  a  triple  lift  of  candi¬ 
dates  chofen  by  the  tribunate  at  a 
fecret  ballot.  Their  functions  are 
the  fame  as  thofe  ailig-ned  to  the 
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queftors  of  the  leg  illative  body 
by  articles  19,  20,  21,  2 1,  23,24, 
and  23,  of  the  organic  fenatus  con- 
fultum  of  the  24th  Frimaire,  year 
12.  One  of  the  c[ueftors  is  re¬ 
newed" every  year. 

93.  The  tribunate  is  divided 
into  three  fedions  ;  viz.  the  fee- 
tion  of  legiflation,  the  fedion  of 
the  interior,  and  the  fedion  of 
finance. 

94.  Each  fed  ion  makes  out  a 
lift  of  three  of  its  members,  from 
among  whom  the  prefident  of  the 
tribunate  choofes  the  prefident  of 
fedion.  The  functions  of  prefi¬ 
dent  of  fedion  continue  for  one 
year. 
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9  5 .  When  the  refpedive  fed  ions 
of  the  eounfel  of  flare  and  tribu¬ 
nate,  demand  a  conference,  fuch 
conference  takes  place  under  the 
prefidency  of  the  arch- chancellor 
or  arch-treafurer  of  the  empire, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fuh- 
jed  to  be  examined. 

96.  Each  fedion  difeuffes  fe- 
parately,  and  in  a  fedional  affem- 
bly,  the  feveral  projets  de  lois 
t  ran  { mi  tied  to  it  by  the  legiflative 
body.  Two  orators  from  each  of 
the  three  fedions,  lay  before  the  le¬ 
giflative  body  the  with es  of  their 
fedion. 

97.  In  no  cafe  can  a  projet  de 
loi  be  dif cuffed  by  a  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  tribunate.  But  it 
may  form  itfelf  into  a  general  af- 
fembly,  under  the  prefidency  of 
the  prefident,  for  the  exercife  of 
Us  other  privileges. 

TITLE  XII.— OFTHE  ELECTORAL 
COLLEGES. 

98.  As  often  as  a  departmental 
eledoral  college  is  aflembled  for 
the  purpofe  of  forming  the  lift  of 
candidates  for  the  legiflative  body, 
a  renewal  of  the  lift  of  candidates 
for  the  fenate  takes  place.  Every 
fuch  renewal  annuls  /all  anterior 
prefen  tat  ions. 

99.  The  grand  officers,  com¬ 
mandants  and  officers  of  the  legion 
of  honour,  are  members  of  the  de¬ 
partmental  eledoral  college  in 
which  their  poifcffions  may  be 
fituated,  or  of  one  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  company  to  which 
they  belong.  'I  he  legionaries  are 
members  of  the  eledoral  college 
of  their  diftrid.  The  members  of 
the  legion  of  honour  are  admitted 
to  their  eledoral  college  on  pre- 
feming  a  certificate  given  them 

*  2  for 
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for  this  purpofe  by  the  grand  Elec¬ 
tor. 

ioq.  The  prefeds  and  military 
commandants  of  departments  can¬ 
not  be  defied  candidates  for  the 
fenate  by  the  departmental  elec¬ 
toral  colleges  in  which  they  exer- 
cife  their  functions. 

TITLE  XIII. - OF  THE  HIGH  IM¬ 

PERIAL  COURT. 

101.  The  high  imperial  court 
takes  cognizance  :  ift,  Of  crimes 
'Committed  by  members  of  the  im¬ 
perial  family,  by  titularies  of  the 
grand  dignities  of  the  empire,  by 
minifters  and  by  the  fecretary  of 
{late,  by  grand  officers,  by  fena- 
tors,  by  counfellors  ol  ftate  ;  zdly, 
Of  outrages  and  plots  againft  the 
internal  and  external  fecurity  of 
the  date, -the  perfon  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  and  of  the  prefumptive  heir 
to  the  empire;  3dly,  Of  crimes  of 
official  refponfibility  committed  by 
minifters  and  counfellors  of  (tare  ; 
4thly,  Of  treachery  and  abufes  of 
power,  whether  committed  by  cap. 
tains-general  of  colonies,  or  co¬ 
lonial  prefeds,  and  commandants 
of  foreign  poffeffions  ;  3 tidy.  Of 
generals,  &c.  acting  contrary  to 
inftrudions  ;  6thly,  Of  ads  of  ex¬ 
tortion  and  dilapidation  committed 
by  prefeds  of  the  interior  in  the 
exercife  of  their  fundions ;  ythly, 
Of  denunciations  occafioned  by  ar¬ 
bitrary  detentions,  and  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

102.  The  feat  of  the  high  im¬ 
perial  court  is  in  the  fenate. 

103.  The  arch-chancellor  of  the 
empire  is  prefident.  in  cafe  of 
illnefs  or  the  neceffary  abfence  of 
the  arch-chancellor,  another  titu¬ 
lary  of  a  grand  dignity  of  the 
empire  may  pr  elide  for  the  time 
being:. 


104.  The  high  imperial  court  is 
compofed  of  the  princes,  the  titu¬ 
laries  of  the  grand  dignities  and 
grand  officers  of  the  empire,  the 
grand  judge,  minifter  of  juft  ice, 
fixty  fenators,  the  fix  fedional 
presidents  of  the  counfel  of  ftate, 
fourteen  counfellors  of  ftate,  and 
twenty  members  of  the  court  of 
caffation.  The  fenators,  coun¬ 
fellors  of  ftate  and  members  of  the 
court  of  caffation,  are  chofen  by 
feniority. 

105.  An  attorney-general,  no¬ 

minated  for  life  by  the  Emperor, 
affifts  in  the  high  imperial  court. 
He  performs  the  duties  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  aftifted  by  three  tribunes, 
chofen  every  year  by  the  legifla- 
tive  body,  and  three  magiftrates 
nominated  by  the  Emperor  from 
the  officers  of  the  court  of  appeal 
and  criminal  juftice.  t 

106.  The  chief  clerk  of  the 
high  imperial  court  is  nominated 
for  life  by  the  Emperor. 

107.  No  exception  can  be  made 
to  the  dccifion  of  the  prefident  of 
the  high  imperial  court. 

108.  The  proceedings  of  the 
high  imperial  court  can  only  ori¬ 
ginate  with  the  government. 

1 10.  Minifters  or  counfellors  of 
ftate,  ading  contrary  to  the  laws 
and  conftitutions  of  the  empire, 
may  be  denounced  by  the  legifta- 
tive  body. 

hi.  Perfons  holding  the  fitua- 
tions  of  captains  general  of  colo¬ 
nies,  colonial  prefers,  command¬ 
ants  of  foreign  poffeffions,  &c.  fuf- 
peded  of  abufing  the  power  dele¬ 
gated  to  them,  may  be  denounced 
by  the  legifiative  body  ;  alfo  ge¬ 
nerals  difobeying  their  inft ructions, 
and  prefers  of  the  interior  fuf- 
peded  of  dilapidation  and  extor¬ 
tion. 
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1 1  2.  The  legillative  body  like- 
wife  denounces  minifters  and  agents 
of  government  fufpedted  of  arbi¬ 
trary  detentions,  or  a  violation  of 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

i  15.  Denunciations  by  the  le- 
g illative  body  can  only  be  delayed 
at  the  demand  of  the  tribunate,  or 
the  requifition  of  fifty  members  of 
the  legillative  body. 

1 14.  In  both  cafes  the  demand 
and  requifition  mull  be  delivered 
in  writing,  and  figned  by  the  pre- 
fident  and  fecretaries  of  the  tribu¬ 
nate,  or  by  ten  members  of  the 
legillative  body.  If  the  charge  is 
aeainft  a  minifter  or  counfellor  of 

O  f 

ftace,  it  is  communicated  to  him 
at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

115.  The  denounced  minifter  or 
counfellor  of  ftate  is  not  to  appear 
in  perfon  for  the  purpofe  of  an- 
fwering  the  charges  againll  him. 
The  Emperor  nominates  three 
counfellors  of  ftate,  who  appear 
before  the  legillative  body  on  the 
day  appointed,  and  learn  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  denunciation. 

1  16.  The  legillative  body  in  a 
fecret  committee,  difculTes  the  fails 
contained  in  the  demand  or  requifi¬ 
tion,  and  decides  on  them  by  bal¬ 
lot. 

1 17.  The  ail  of  denunciation 
mull  be  circumftantial  and  figned 
by  the  prcfident  and  fecretaries  of 
the  legillative  body.  It  is  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  arch-chancellor  of 
the  empire,  who  forwards  it  to  the 
attorney-general  ot  the  high  im¬ 
perial  court. 

1 1 8.  Cafes  of  delinquency  or 
abufe  of  power  in  captains-general 
of  colonies,  colonial  prefeils,  go¬ 
vernors  of  eftablifhments  beyond 
fea,  in  ails  of  difobedience  on  the 
part  of  generals  or  admirals,  and 
of  peculation  on  the  part  of  prc- 
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feils,  are  alfo  denounced  by  mi¬ 
nifters.  If  the  denunciation  is  by 
the  grand  judge,  minifter  of  juf. 
lice,  he  can  take  no  part  in  the 
deciftons  on  the  faid  denunciation. 

1 19.  In  the' cafes  determined  by 
articles  no,  in,  112,  and  118, 
the  attorney  -  general  acquaints, 
within  three  days,  the  arch-chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  empire,  that  it  is  ne- 
ceftary  to  aflemble  the  high  im¬ 
perial  court.  The  arch-chancellor, 
having  received  his  orders  from  the 
Emperor,  appoints  fome  period 
within  eight  days  for  opening  the 
fittings. 

120.  At  the  firft  fitting  of  the 
high  imperial  court  it  determines 
its  competency  to  enter  upon  the 
cafe  before  it. 

1 21.  In  cafes  of  denunciation  or 
complaint,  the  attorney-general, 
aflifted  by  the  tribunes  and  the 
three  magiftrates  at  the  bar,  exa¬ 
mine  whether  there  is  due  ground 
to  proceed.  The  decifion  is  with 
the  attorney-general.  One  of  the 
magiftrates  at  the  bar,  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  attorney-general  to 
conduct  the  proceedings.  If  the 
public  miniftry  determines  that  the 
charge,  complaint,  or  denunciation 
ought  not  to  be  received,  it  moves 
certain  refolutions  to  be  approved, 
of  by  the  high  imperial  court,  after 
hearing  the  magiftrate  charged 
with  the  report. 

122.  When  the  refolutions  are 
adopted,  the  high  imperial  court 
concludes  the  bufinefs  with  a  defi¬ 
nitive  judgment.  When  the  refo¬ 
lutions  are  rejected,  the  public 
miniftry  is  ordered  to  go  on  with 
the  proceedings. 

123.  In  the  fecond  cafe  provided 
for  in  the  preceding  article,  and 
likewife  when  the  public  miniftry 
determine  that  the  complaint  or 
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denunciation  fhall  be  admitted,  it 
is  ordered  to  prepare  the  ad  of  de- 
mmciation  within  eight  days,  and 
to  communicate  the  fame  to  the 
comn-fiffary,  or  his  deputy,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  arch-cliancelSor  of 
the  empire,  from  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  caffation,  being  members 
of  the  high  imperial  court.  The 
functions  of  this  commifiary,  or^ 
in  cafe  of  abfence,  his  deputy, 
confift  in  drawing  up  the  inftruc- 
tions  and  the  report. 

1 24.  I  he  reporter,  or,  in  cafe 
of  abfence,  his  deputy,  lays  the 
ad  of  accufation  before  twelve 
commiffaries  of  the  high  imperial 
court,  chofen  by  the  arch-chan- 
cellcr  of  the  empire  ;  fix  from  the 
lift  of  fenators,  and  fix  from  the 
other  members  of  the  high  impe¬ 
rial  court.  The  members  thus 
chofen  take  no  part  in  the  decifion 
of  the  high  imperial  court. 

125.  Provided  the  twelve  com- 
roiffaries  determine  that  there  is 
fufficient  reafon  to  proceed  with 
the  complaint  or  denunciation,  the 
reporting  com  miffary  iffues  a  de¬ 
claration  to  that  effed,  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  draw  up  the  inftrudHons. 

126.  Provided  the  commiffaries 
determine  that  the  complainant 
ought  not  to  proceed  with  the  ac¬ 
cufation,  the  cafe  is  referred  to  the 
high  imperial  court,  which  pro¬ 
nounces  a  definitive  judgment 
thereon. 

127.  The  high  imperial  court 
cannot  come  to  a  decifion  unlefs 
iixty  members  are  prefent.  Ten 
out  of  the  Iixty  may  be  challenged 
by  the  party  accufed,  and  ten  by 
the  accruing  party.  The  judgment 
of  the  court  is  determined  by  the 
majority  of  votes. 

128.  The  difcufilons  on  thefe 
oceafrons  are  open  to  the  public. 


129.  Perfons  accufed  may  em* 

ploy  advocates.  If  they  are  un¬ 
provided,  the  arph-chancellor  of 
the  empire  appoints  them  one 
gratis.  v  ^ 

130.  The  high  imperial  court 
can  only  decide  in  cafes  which 
come  within  the  penal  code. 

1 3 1.  In  cafes  of  acquittal,  the 
high  imperial  court  places  the  per? 
fori  acquitted  under  the  protection 
of  the  high  police  of  the  ft  ate,  for 
the  time  ir  may  deem  proper. 

*  Jl  i 

132.  No  appeal  can  be  made 
againft  the  decifion  of  the  high 
imperial  court. 

TITLE  XIV.  OF  THE  JUDICIAL- 
ORDER. 

1 34.  The  deci  lions  of  the  courts 
of  juitice  are  intituled  arrets. 

133.  The  preftdents  of  the  court 
of  caffation,  the  court  of  appeal, 
and  of  criminal  juftice,  are  nomi¬ 
nated  for  life  by  the  emperor,  and 
may  be  chofen  out  of  the  courts  in 
which  they  prefid  e. 

136.  The  tribunal  of  caffation 
takes  the  title  of  the  court  of  caff 
fation.  The  tribunals  of  appeal 
take  the  title  of  court  of  appeal, 
and  the  criminal  tribunals  that  of 
court  of  criminal  j office.  The 
prefident  of  the  court  of  caffation, 
and  aifo  the  prefident  of  the  courts 
of  appeal  divided  into  fedions, 
take  the  title  of  fjrft  prefident  :  the 
vice-prcfidents  that  of  prefident, 
The  commiffaries  of  government 
in  the  court  of  caffation,  the  courts 
of  appeal,  and  the  courts  of  cri¬ 
minal  juft  ice,  take  the  title  of  im¬ 
perial  attorneys-general.. 

TITLE  XV,  OF  PROMULGATION. 

137.  The  emperor  caufes  every 
organic  fenatus  confultum,  fenatus 
confultum,  ad  of  the  fenate  and 

law. 
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law,  to  he  fealcd  and  promulgated. 
Organic  fenatus  confuita,  ienatus 
confulta,  and  acts  of  the  fenate  are 
promulgated  within  the  ten  days 
fubfequent  to  their  adoption, 

138.  Two  copies  are  taken  of 
each  of  the  a6ts  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  article.  Both  copies  are 
figned  by  the  emperor,  examined 
by  the  titularies  of  the  grand  dig¬ 
nities,  counter-figned  by  the  fe- 
cretary  of  date  and  the  minifter  of 
juftice,  and  fealed  with  the  great 
feal  of  the  date. 

139.  One  copy  is  depofited  in 
the  archives  of  the  great  feal ;  the 
other  in  the  archives  of  the  public 
authority  whence  the  abt  originat¬ 
ed. 

140.  The  promulgation  is  in 
the  following  terms  :  <c  N.  ( the 
furname  of  the  Emperor)  by  the 
grace  of  God,  and  the  conftitutions 
of  the  Republic,  Emperor  of  the 
French,  to  all  prefept  and  abfent, 
greeting  :  the  fenate  after  hearing 
the  orators  of  the  council  ol  Hate, 
has  decreed  and  ordered  as  fol¬ 
lows  — (or  provided  it  is  a  ne~w 
law)  “  the  legiftative  body  on  the 
. —  (date )  have  ifl'ued  the  following 
decree,  conformably  to  the  propo„ 
fition  made  in  the  name  of  the 
Emperor,  and  after  having  heard 
the  orators  of  the  council  of  date 
and  the  fetftions  of  the  tribunate  : 
we  hereby  command  that  the  pre- 
fent,  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the 
date  and  inferted  in  the  bulletins 
of  the  laws,  be  add  reded  to  the 
courts,  tribunals  and  adminidrative 
authorities,  to  be  inferibed  in  their 
regiders,  and  duly  obferved  and 
executed.  The  grand  judge,  mi¬ 
ni  (ber  of  judice,  (hall  watch  over 
the  adminidration  of  the  dime. 

•#  *  Se&itms  133  am!  142.  relating 


TITLE  XVI  AND  LAST. 

142*.  The  following  propofition 
fhall  be  prefented  for  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  people,  according'  to 
the  forms  determined  by  the  decree 
of  the  20th  FJoreal,  year  10. 
“  The  people  wills  the  imperial 
dignity  to  be  hereditary  in  the 
diretb,  natural,  legitimate,  and 
adopted  defeent  of  Napoleon  Bo¬ 
naparte,  and  in  the  direCt,  natural, 
and  legitimate  defeent  of  Jofeph 
and  of  Louis  Bonaparte,  as  re¬ 
gulated  by  the  organic  fenatus  con- 
fultum  of  the  28  th  Fioreal,  year 
1 2. 

Signed,  Cam b  ace  res,  fecond 
conful,  prefident,  Morand  de  Gui¬ 
les,  Jofeph  Corqudet,  fecretaries. 

It  is  our  will  and  pleafure  that 

4 

the  prefen t,  fealed  with  the  feal  of 
the  ft  ate,  and  inferted  in  the  bul¬ 
letin  of  the  laws,  be  addreffed  to 
the  refpebtive  courts,  tribunals, 
and  adminidrative  authorities,  to 
be  inferibed  in  their  regifters,  and 
duly  obferved  and  executed.  The 
grand  judge,  minifter  of  juftice,  is 
charged  to  watch  over  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  fame. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 

By  the  emperor,  (figned)  K,  B. 
Maret. 

Examined  by  us,  arch-chancellor 
of  the  empire,  , 

(Signed)  Qambaceres. 

The  grand  judge,  minifter  of 
juftice, 

(Signed)  #  Regnier. 


Brat  eft  of  Louis  XVIII.  dated  War* 
JanjUf  June  6,  1  804.  Extracted, 
from  the  French  Official  Baper* 
the  Moniteur • 

,ly  to  mutters  of  form  are  omittei}. 
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In  ajTumbig  the  title  of  Em¬ 
peror,  and  attempting  to  render  it 
hereditary  in  his  family,  Bona¬ 
parte  has  put  the  feal  to  his  ufur- 
pation.  This  new  aft  of  revolu¬ 
tion,  where  every  thing  from  its 
.origin  has  been  null  and  void, 
cannot  weaken  my  rights ;  but 
being  accountable  for  my  conduft 
to  all  fovereigns,  whofe  rights  are 
not  lefs  injured  than  mine,  and 
whofe  thrones  are  ihaken  by  the 
dangerous  principles  which  the 
fenate  of  Baris  has  dared  to  pub- 
lifh — accountable  to  France,  to  my 
family,  and  to  my  own  honour,  I 
fhould  confider  myfelf  as  betraying 
the  common  caufe,  were  I  to  keep 
silence  on  this  occafion.  I  declare 
then,  after  having  renewed  my  pro- 
teftations  again!!  all  the  illegal 
sfts,  which,  from  the  opening  of 
the  States  General  of  France,,  have 
Jed  to  the  alarming  crifs  in  which 
France  and  Europe  are  now  in¬ 
volved —  I  declare,  in  the  prefence 
,of  all  the  fovereigns,  that,  far 
from  acknowledging  the  imperial 
title  that  Bonaparte  has  received 
from  a  body  which  has  not  a  le¬ 
gitimate  exigence,  I  proteft  as 
well  again!!  that  title,  as  all  the 
fubfequent  aft.s  to  which  it  may 
give  birth. 

(Circular  Note  of  General  B rune ^ 
brenph  Ambajfador  at  Gonjlanti - 
no  pie  addreffied  to  Baron  Bielf  eld, 
P ruffian  Envoy  at  the  fame  Place , 
Dated  Gonfaniinopl e,  June  1 8, 
1804. 

* 

*1  he  underfigned  ambaffador 
from  his  Majefty  Napoleon  Em¬ 
peror  of  the  French,  does  himfelf 
thg  honour  tp  notify  hereby  to 


Baron  Bielfield,  that  a  fenatus  eoru 

fultum  has  definitively  fettled  the 
,  \  J 

organization  of  I  ranee,  and  firmly 
eftablifned  for  the  future,  the  de¬ 
nomination,  forms,  and  exercifes  of 
the  fovereign  power  in  France. 
Thefe  cbjefts  were  hitherto  the 
only  ones  in  the  organization  of 
France,  which  were  found  not  fully 
commenfeirate  with  the  greainefs 
and  neceftities  of  the  State,  His 
Majefty  Napoleon,  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  is  therefore  by  the 
laws  of  the  ftate  in  veiled  with  the 
imperial  dignity  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  this  title  and  dignity  finall  de- 
feend  to  his  porter  it  y  in  the  direct 
male  line,  or  failing  that,  in  the  di- 
reft  male  line  of  their  imperial 
Highneffes  the  princes  Jofeph  and 
Louis,  the  brothers  of  the  Emperor, 
From  the  well  known  fentiments 
of  thePrufiian  Court,  theunderfign, 
ed  cannot  doubt  of  the  Baron  Biel- 
field,  in  this  important  and  happy 
event  ;  and  therefore  only  avails 
himfelf  of  the  prefent  opportunity 
again  to  arture  him  of  his  high  ef- 
teem. 

(Signed)  Brune, 

The  An  fiver  of  Baron  Bielfed , 

The  underfigned  envoy  from  hia. 
Pruffian  Majefty  confiders  himfelf 
as  greatly  honoured  by  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  note  of  the  zqth  of 
Prairial,  by  which  the  French  am- 
baftador  has  notified  to  him  what 
has  been  determined  in  France  re¬ 
lative  to  the  form  and  inyeftment 
of  thefupieme  dignity.  Much  flat¬ 
tered  by  the  above  communication 
he  makes  no  delay  to  thank  his  ex¬ 
cellency  for  the  important  commu¬ 
nication,  and  entreats  him  to  con¬ 
fide  in  his  well  known  fentiments, 
and  to  be  convinced  that  he  ftiall 

always 
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always  take  a  true  and  fincere  par¬ 
ticipation  In  every  thing  which 
may  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
French  nation  and  its  government. 
The  underfipned  avails  himfelf  of 
the  prefent  opportunity  to  renew 
to  the  ambaffador  the  abb  ranee  of  , 
his  very  fpecialefteem. 

(Signed)  Bielfield. 


fetter  from  the  Emperor  of  the  French 

to  the  B f hop  of  Mentz,  Done  at 

St.  Cloud  the  2  if  of  May,  1804. 

The  happtnefs  of  France  was  al¬ 
ways  the  principal  fu'bjedt  ot  my 
thoughts,  and  its  glory  the  objedt 
.of  all  my  undertakings.  As  I  now, 
]by  divine  Providence,  and  the 
Conftitutions  of  the  Republic,  fee 
rnyfelf  called  to  the  Imperial  Dig¬ 
nity,  I  find  in  this  new  order  of 
things  only  greater  aids  to  fecure 
the  honour  and  welfare  of,  the  na¬ 
tion,  as  well  in  its  internal  as 
its  foreign  concerns.  For  this  I 
entirely  trult  in  the  powerful  fup- 
port  of  the  Molt  High.  He  will 
put  into  the  hearts  ot  his  fervants 
the  with  to  aftift  me  by  every  means 
in  their  power.  By  their  wife  in- 
jtrudlions  they  will  enlighten  the 
people,  and  inftil  into  them  a  love 
for  their  duties,  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  every  Chriftian  and  civil 
virtue.  They  will  obtain,  by 
their  prayers,  the  bleftlng  of  Hea¬ 
ven  on  the  nation  and  the  chief  ma- 
giftrateof  the  (late.  I  fend  to  you 
therefore,  this  Letter,  that,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  receipt  of  it,  you 
may  caufe  Te  Deum  and  Veni 
Creator  to  be  fung  in  all  the 
churches  of  your  Diocefe,  and  that 
you  may  invite  all  the  authorities 
which  ufually  attend  fuch  felon- 
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nities  to  be  prefent  in  the  churches. 
You  will  alfo  give  orders  for  the 
Senatus  Confukum,  of  the  28th  of 
Floreal  lalt,  to  be  read  in  all  the 
churches  of  your  diocefe.  In  the 
full  convidlion  that  you  will,  by 
your  example,  excite  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  your  diocefe  to  zeal  and 
piety,  I  pray  God  to  have  you  in 
his  holy  keeping. 

Napoleon. 


Letter  from  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
to  the  Archhijhop  of  Paris.  Da - 

ted  at  St.  Cloudy  J  uue  8,  1804. 

Coufin, 

TJte  happinefs  of  the  French  has 
always  been  the  objebt  of  my  dear- 
eft  thoughts  and  their  glory  of  all 
my  labours.  Called  by  Divine 
Providence,  and  the  conftitution  of 
the  Republic,  to  the  imperial 
power,  I  fee  in  this  new  order  of 
things,  only  greater  means  of  af- 
furing,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  paternal  profperity  and  dignity. 
I  repofe  with  confidence  in  the 
powerful  fuccour  of  themoft  High, 
He  will  infpire  his  minilters  with 
the  defire  of  feconding  me  by  all 
the  means  that  are  in  their  power. 
They  will  enlighten  the  people  by 
wife  inftrmftions,  in  preaching  to 
them  the  love  of  their  duties,  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws,  and  thernfadtice 
of  all  the  Chriftian  and  civil  vir¬ 
tues.  They  will  call  down  the 
benedictions  of  heaven  upon  the 
nation,  and  upon  the  fupreme  chief 
ot  the  ftate.  I  write  you  this  let¬ 
ter,  that  as  foon  as  you  have  re¬ 
ceived  it  )ou  will  caufe  Veni  Cre¬ 
ator  and  TevDeuni  to  be  fung  in 
all  the  churches  cf  ycur  diocefe, 
and  that  you  may  invite  to  the 
prayers  at  your  church,  thofe  au¬ 
thorities 
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thorities  that  have  been  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  a  flirting  at  -thofe  forts  of  ce¬ 
remonies  and  that  you  may  order 
the  fermon  in  all  the  churches  of 
your  diocefe,  on  the  occaflon  of  the 
Senatus  Confnlte  Organique,  of  the 
"28th  Floreal  laft  ;  and  alluring  my- 
felf  that  you  will,  by  your  exam¬ 
ple,  excite  the  zeal  and  the  piety  of 
all  the  faithful  in  your  diocefe, 
I  pray  God  to  have  you,  my 
Couiin,  in  his  holy  and  worthy 
Jceeping. 


JLctter  from  his  Eminence  the  Cardinal 
de  Capraray  legate  d  latere,  ad - 
dreffied  on  the  ()th  of  June ,  1804, 
to  the  French  Bi/hops, 

My  Lord, 

Napoleon  Bonaparte  having 
been  appointed  Emperor  of  the 
French,  you  are  for  the  future  to 
majee  ufe  of  the  following  form  of 
prayer  :  (Q  Lord,  prefer ve  ourErn- 
peror  Napoleon,’  inftead  of  that 
which  was'  ordained  by  the  8th  ar, 
tick  of  the  Concordat,  paffed  be¬ 
tween  the  Holy  apoftolic  chair  and 
the  government  of  France.  After 
this  form,  the  following  prayer 
may  be  recited,  as  it  has  been  al¬ 
ready  ufed  in  the  Imperial  chapel  ; 

*  O  God,  the  protestor  of  all  king- 
1  doms,  and  efpecially  of  the 

*  French  Empire,  grant  unto  thy 

*  fervant  Napoleon,  our  Emperor, 

*  that  he  may  know  and  further 

*  the  wonders  of  thy  power,  to  the 

*  end  that  he  whom  thou  haft  ap, 

*  pointed  our  Sovereign,  may  be 

*  always  powerful,  through  thy 

*  Grace.’ — Which  I  accordingly 
notify  to  your  greatnefs,  declaring 
myfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  your 
Ggeatnefs’s  true  fervant, 

T.  JB.  Card,  Carrara* 


Ext  raft  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Secret 
tary  of  State’s  Office . — Decree  for 
taking  the  Oath  and  the  Corona - 
tion  of  the  Emperor ,  a?id  the  other 
Acceffibry  Ceremonies , — - Dated  Pa , 
lace  of  St.  Cloud,  July  9,  1804, 

Napoleon,  by  the  Grace  of 
God  and  the  conftitutions  ol  the 
Empire,  Emperor  of  the  French, 
having  taken  the  advice  of  his  privy 
Council,  decrees  : 

Firft  SeCtion. — The  taking  of 
the  oath,  and  the  coronation. 

Art.  1.  The  taking  of  the  oath 
and  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor, 
(hall  take  place  on  the  18th  Bru- 
maire  next  (Nov. 9). 

Z.  A  proclamation  (hall  announce 
this  folemnity  to  the  whole  Em, 
pire,  and  (hall  fummon  thofe 
who  are  to  aflift  at  it,  as  fpeci, 
fled  in  the  Senatus  Confultum  of 
the  28th  of  laft  Floreal,  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  Paris  before  the  10th  Bru- 
maire. 

3.  Particular  letters  {hall  alfo 
be  addreffed  to  them  on  the  part  oi 
his  Majefty. 

4,  The  public  functionaries  who 
are  fummoned,  {hall  make  known 
their  arrival  to  the  principal  rnaftei 
of  the  ceremonies,  who  will  indicate 
the  place  appointed  for  them  at  the 
ceremony. 

5.  The  folemnity  of  taking  the 
oath,  and  the  coronation,  will  take 
place  in  prefence  of  the  Em. 
prefs,  the  Princes,  PrincefTe?,  Higl 
Dignitaries,  and  all  the  publit 
functionaries,  deferibed  by  the  Se^ 
natus  Confultum  of  the  28  th  Flo. 
real,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Invalids 

Second  SeClion. — Of  the  Cere, 
mony  which  will  take  place  in  thi 
Champ  de  Mars. 

6,  After  the  folemnity  of  tb 
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taking  the  oath  and  the  coronation, 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Champ  de  Mars. 

7.  The  national  guards  of every 
department  of  the  Empire,  will 
fend  to  Paris  a  detachment  of  16 
jnen,  with  colours  for  each  detach¬ 
ment,  one  half  of  which  fhall  be  fu- 
fileers  or  grenadiers,  one  fourth  of¬ 
ficers,  and  one  fourth  non-eommif- 
fioried  officers, 

8.  The  maritime  departments, 
fquadrons,  flotillas,  and  armed  vef- 
fe!s  of  the  Empire,  fhall  fend  fifty 
detachments  of  ten  men,  with  a 
flag  to  each  detachment. 

9.  Every  corps  of  Horfe,  of  all 
the  different  deferiptions  through¬ 
out  the  army  fhall  fend  a  deputa¬ 
tion  of  16  men,  the  half  of  which 
fhall  be  grenadiers,  fufileers,  fol- 
diers,  dragoons,  light  horfe,  one 
fourth  officers,  and  one  fourth  non- 
commiffioned  officers,  with  the  co- 
fours,  ftandard  or  guidon. 

10.  The  preceding  article  is 
applicable  to  the  Marine  Artil¬ 
lery. 

11.  The  Engineers  fhall  fend 
three  deputations  of  1 6  men  each. 

12.  The  20  legions  of  the  gens 
4'armes  fhall  each  fend  a  deputation 
of  4  men  and  a  guidon, 

13.  The  invalids  of  the  hotel  at 
Paris,  and  thofe  of  Louvain  and 
Avignon,  fhall  fend  three  deputa¬ 
tion-.',  whofe  compofition  fhhll  be 
regulated  according  to  the  inftruc- 
fion  of  the  War  Minifter. 

14.  Ail  thefe  deputations  fhall 
fucceflively  take  the  oatfi  of  fide¬ 
lity  and  obedience  to  his  Majefty 
the.  Emperor. 

15.  The  deputations  of  tfie'Yia- 
tional  guards,  thofe  of  the  mari¬ 
time  circles,  and  fuch  of  the  corps 

have  colours,  guidons,  or 


ftandards,  fhall  afterwards  receive 
from  his  Majefty,  for  their  de¬ 
partment  or  regiments,  a  pair  of 
colours  for  each  department,  a  flag 
for  each  detachment  of  marine,  and 
a  guidon  or  ftandard  for  each  bat¬ 
talion  or  fquadron. 

16.  The  colours  of  the  depart-, 
men.t  fhall  remain  in  the  moft  con, 
fpicuous  place  of  the  Hotel  of  the 
PrefeHory,  under  the  guard  already 
fettled  for  the  Prefers,  They 
fhall  never  be  taken  from  thence 
but  by  an  officer  named  by  the 
Emperor  ;  and  fhall  be  unfurled 
and  fhewn  to  the  people  on  all 
folemn  occaflons. 

1 7.  The  flags  fhall  bediftributed 
among  the  maritime  circles,  and 
depoflted  at  the  Marine  Hotel, 
under  a  guard  of  honour,  in  the 
principal  place  of  the  Seven  Circles 
in  which  Antwerp  is  comprifed,  in 
order  to  be  given  to  the  fquadrons, 
naval  armies,  flotillas,  or  other  ar¬ 
maments  and  expeditions,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  orders  of  the  Emperor- 
On  their  return,  thefe  flags  fhall 
be  carried  to  the  Marine  Hotel, 
where  they  fhall  be  kept  in  the 
Council  chamber,  for  fome  fuc- 
ceeding  expedition. 

18.  The  colours,  ftandards, 
and  guidons,  &c.  of  the  corps, 
fhall  be  returned  to  each  battalion 
or  fquadron.  Thofe  who,  by  the- 
events  of  war,  fhall  lofe  them, 
fhall  not  receive  others  of  the 
fame  kind,  but  by  a  direH  order 
from  his  Majefty,  after  it  has 
been  proved  that  they  were  not 
loft  by  any  fault  of  the  regiment. 
Thofe  who  fhall  lofe  them  from 
their  own  fault,  ftiall  not  receive 
any  qthers  from  the  Emperor. 

(Signed) 

Napoleon. 

Allocution 
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Allocution  delivered  by  his  Holinefs  the 
pope  to  a  Secret  Conjijlory,  addrrJJ'ed 
on  the  2C)th  October ,  i  804,  previ- 
cujly  to  his  Departure  from  Rome 
on  his  Journey  to  France ,  in  order 
to  affifl  in  the  Coro?iation  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon. 

Venerable  Brethren, 

It  was  from  this  place  that 
the  Concordat  was  begun  by  us, 
bis  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  then  Find  Conful ;  and  it 
is  from  this  place  that  we  have 
communicated  to  you  that  joy 
with  which  the  God  of  all  com. 
fort  h  as  caufed  our  hearts  to  over¬ 
flow  for  the  happy  change,  or  con¬ 
vert  on  to  the  intereft  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion,  which  has  been 
produced  by  that  Concordat  in 
thofe  vaft  and  populous  regions. 
From  that  time  the  holy  temples 
have  been  again  opened  and  puri¬ 
fied  from  the  profanations  they  had 
endured  :  altars  were  again  built, 
the  dandard  of  the  health- bearing 
crofs  was  again  raifed,  the  true 
worship  of  God  relieved,  the  au- 
guft  myfteries  of  religion  freely 
and  publicly  celebrated,  lawful 
pallors  given  to  the  people  who 
could  labour  in  feeding  a  flock.  The 
Catholic  religion  itfelf  moil  hap¬ 
pily  emerged  from  that  obfeurity 
in  which  it  had  been  buried,  and 
placed  in  noon- day  fplendor  in  the 
jnid'ft  of  that  renowned  nation,  fo 
many  fouls  recalled  from  the  paths 
of  error  into  the  bofom  of  eternity, 
and  reconciled  to-  themfelves  and 
to  their  God  :  thefe  conflderations 
united,  juftly  filled  our  hearts 
ivi .  h  joy  and  exultation  which  we 
poured  out  to  the  Lord. 

That  great  and  wonderful  talk 
not  only  then  excited  in  our  minds 
the  moil  lively  gratitude  to  that 


powerful  prince,  who  in  eflablifii- 
ing  the  Concordat,  put  forth  all 
his  power  and  authority  to  accom- 
plifh  it  ;  but  the  recolledion  muff; 
always  incline  our  minds  whenever 
the  opportunity  fhail  offer,  to  prove 
that  we  are  Hill  Arongly  impreffed 
with  thofe  feelings  towards  him. 
And  now  the  fame  moil  powerful 
prince,  our  deareft  fon  in  Chrift, 
Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French, 
who  has  deferved  fo  well  of  the 
Catholic  religion  for  what  he  has 
done,  has  flgnified  to  us  his  ftrong 
defire  to  be  anointed  with  the  holy 
undion,  and  to  receive  the  Im¬ 
perial  crown  from  us,  to  the  end 
that  the  folemn  rights  which  are 
to  place  him  in  the  higheil  rank, 
fhail  be  ftrongly  .impreffed  with 
the  charader  of  religion,  and  call 
down  more  powerfully  the  bene- 
didion  of  heaven. 

A  requeil  of  this  nature  not  only 
in  itfelf  affords  the  cleared  proof  of 
his  religion,  and  filial  reverence  to 
his  holy  fee,  but  it  has  been  alfo 
accompanied  with  exprefs  decla¬ 
rations,  by  which  the  Emperor  has 
informed  us  of  his  conflant  deflre 
to  promote  the  holy  faith,  to  re¬ 
pair  the  injuries  for  the  preventing 
of  which  he  has  laboured  with  fo 
much  zeal  in  thefe  flourifhing 
regions. 

You  therefore  fee,  mod  vene¬ 
rable  brothers,  what  j tilt  and  mo¬ 
mentous  caufes  we  have  for  under¬ 
taking  this  journey  ;  we  are  moved 
not  only  by  the  intereds  of  our 
holy  religion,  but  by  gratitude  to 
that  powerful  Emperor,  who  has 
put  forth  all  his  authority  to  caufe 
the  Catholic  religion  to  be  freely 
profeffed  :  publicly  exercifed  in 
France  :  and  who  has  (hewn  his 
mind  fo  anxious  for  increafins:  the 
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profperity  of  that  religion. 
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\Ye  have  alfo  Formed  great  hope, 
that  having  undertaken  this  jour¬ 
ney  by  his  in  vitation,  when  vvefhall 
fpeak  to  him  face  to  face,  fuch 
thing's  may  be  effeded  by  his  wifdom 
for  the  good  of  the  Catholic  church, 
which  is  the  only  ark  of  falvation, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  congratu¬ 
late  ourfelves  on  having  perfected 
the  work  of  our  moft  holy  religion. 
It  is  not  fo  much  on  our  weak  elo¬ 
quence  that  we  build  tnat  hope,  as 
on  the  grace  of  him  whofe  unwor¬ 
thy  vicegerent  we  are  upon  earth, 
whofe  grace,  when  invoked  by 
holy  rites,  is  poured  largely  into 
the  hearts  of  princes,  who  are 
rightly  difpofed  for  receiving  the 
good  effeds  of  a  facred  ceremony, 
efpecially  when  they  are  the  fa¬ 
thers  of  their  people,  folicitous 
about  their  eternal  falvation,  and 
determined  to  live  and  die  true 
fons  of  the  Catholic  church. 

For  thefe  caufes,  venerable  bre¬ 
thren,  following  the  example  of 
fome  of  our  predecelfors,  who  have, 
for  a  certain  time,  left  their  own 
abode  to  vifit  diftant  regions  to 
promote  the  interefts  of  religion, 
and  to  gratify  thofe  princes  who 
have  defer ved  well  of  the  church, 
we  undertake  the  prefent  journey, 
although  the  diftance,  the  unfavour¬ 
able  feafon  of  the  year,  our  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  and  the  infirm  ftate  of 
our  health,  would  have  otherwife 
completely  deterred  us  from  fuch  a 
voyage.  But  we  efteem  thefe  con¬ 
siderations  as  nothing,  if  God  will 
but  grant  us  the  prayers  of  our 
heart. 

Nor  have  thofe  things  which 
fhould  be  before  our  eyes,  at  all 
efcaped  our  mind  before  we  formed 
our  ferious  refolution  ;  but  we  have 
feen  and  confidercd  every  thing  : 
in  which  confideration  many  diki- 
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culties  arofe,  and  our  confidence 
was  on  fome  of  them  doubtful  and 
uncertain  ;  but  fuch  anfwers  have 
been  returned,  and  fuch  declara¬ 
tions  made  by  order  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  that  we  have  been  perfuaded 
of  the  utility  of  our  journey  for 
the  <jood  of  relipion,  which  is  an 
objed.  But  it  is  unneceffary  to 
detail,  in  a  difFufe  harangue,  thefe 
caufes  to  you,  to  whom  I  have  al¬ 
ready  communicated  them,  and 
whofe  opinions  (before  we  under¬ 
took  a  ftep  of  fuch  moment)  we  not 
only  confulted,  but  to  whom,  as  it 
was  right,  we  gave  the  greateil 
weight. 

Not  to  pafs  over,  however,  that 
which  is  above  all  things  neceflary 
in  important  deliberations,  well 
knowing  that  (according  to  th£ 
faying  of  Divine  Wifdom)  the  re¬ 
factions  of  mortals  are  weak  and 
timid,  and  their  forefight  doubtful, 
even  of  thofe  men  who  excel  rnoft 
in  morals  and  in  piety,  and  whole 
fpeeches  rife  like  ineenfe  to  the 
prefence  of  God  ;  we  have,  there¬ 
fore,  taken  care  to  put  up  the  moil 
earn  ell:  prayers  to  the  Father  of  all 
Light,  that  di reded  by  him,  we 
may  do  that  only  which  is  pleafing 
in  his  eyes,  and  which  may  end  in 
the  profperity  and  increafe  of  his 
church . 

God  is  our  witnefs,  before  whom1 
\ve  have  in  all  humility  poured 
forth  our  heart,  to  whom  we  have 
often  raifed  our  hands  in  his  holy 
temple,  befeeching  him  to  liftcn  to 
our  prayer  and  help  us,  that  we 
have  propofed  to  ourfelves  nothing 
eife  than  what  ought  always  to  be 
our  objed  ;  his  glory,  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  Catholic  religion,  the 
falvation  of  fouls,  and  the  difcharge 
of  thofe  apoftolic  functions  which 
have  been  entrufted  to  as,  un¬ 
worthy 
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worthy  as  we  are.  You  alfo  arc 
our  witneffes,  venerable  brethren, 
to  whom,  as  we  affifted  at  ycur 
councils,  we  wifiied  that  every 
thing  {hould  be  perfectly  known 
and  underftOod,  and  to  whom  we 
have  fully  communicated  the  ge¬ 
nuine  feelings  of  our  heart .  There¬ 
fore,  when  fo  great  an  objed  is 
likely  by  divide  adi fiance  to  be 
completed,  ading  as  a  faithful 
vicegerent  of  God  our  Saviour,  we 
have  undertaken  that  journey,  to 
which  we  have  been  prompted  by 
fuch  flrorrg  reafons.  The  Father 
of  all  mercies  will,  as  we  hope, 
blefs  our  footfteps,  and  fnine  on 
this  new  epoch  of  religion,  with 
the  fu'nefs  ofincreafed  glory. 

After  the  example  of  our  prede- 
jeeffors,  and  particularly  the  re¬ 
cent  example  of  Pope  Pius  VL  of 
revered  memory,  who  made  the 
fame  refolution  when  he  fet  out  - 
for  Vendofme,  we  inform  you,  ve¬ 
nerable  brethren,  that  we  have 
eHfpofed  and  ordered  evtry  thing, 
foas  that  the  curiae,  and  the  hearing 
of  caufes  with  affiftance  from  this 
holy  feat,  fhali  remain  in  their 
prefent  ftate,  until  we  fhali  have 
returned  ;  and,  as  we  have  con- 
fidered  in  our  minds,  that  the  ne* 
ceftity  of  death  is  impofed  upon  all, 
and  that  the  day  of  our  death  is 
uncertain,  we  have  therefore  though  t 
it  neceffary  to  follow  the  example 
of  our  predeceffors,  particularly  of 
Pope  Pius  VI.  when  he  fet  out  for 
Vendofme,  by  ordering  the  pon¬ 
tifical  comitia  to  be  held,  if  God 
ihall  pleafe  to  take  us  away  from 
this  world,  during  our  abfence 
from  you. 

Laftly,  we  beg  and  intreat  of 
you  always  to  retain  fer  me  the 
affedion  you  have  hitherto  (hewn 
for  me,  and  that  in  our  abfence 


you  will  commend  our  fouls  to  the 
all-powerful  God,  to  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chidft,  to  his  mod  glorious 
virgin  mother,  and  to  the  blefted 
apoftle  Peter,  that  this  journey  of 
our’s  may  be  fortunate  and  prof- 
perous,  and  that  it  may  end  hap¬ 
pily.  Which  if  we  (hall,  as  we 
hope,  be  able  to  obtain  from  the 
author  of  all  good,  you,  verlerabie 
brethren,  whom  we  have  always 
called  to  fhare  with  ns  in  our  coun¬ 
cils,  and  in  all  that  concerns  us, 
m uft  have  a  great  fhafe  in  the  com¬ 
mon  joy,  and  we  fhali  exult  and 
rejoice  in  the  mercy  of  the  Lord. 


Note  prefented  to  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment)  by  the  Ruffian  Charge  d’  Af¬ 
faire  M.  D'Oubrily  relative  ti 
the  Occurrences  at  Fjttenheinu 
Dated  Paris ,  April  20,  1804* 

According  to  the  orders  which 
the  unclerfigned  Charge  d’ Affaire; 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  the  Em. 
peror  of  all  the  Ruffias,  has  receiver 
from  his  court,  he  haftens  to  inforir 
the  Minifter  of  the  French  repub. 
lie,  that  his  illuftrious  mafter  ha: 
learned,  with  equal  aftonifhmen 
and  concern,  the  event  that  ha, 
taken  place  at  Ettenheim,  th< 
circumftances  that  have  accom 
panied  it,  and  its  melancholy  re 
fult.  The  concern  of  the  Empero 
on  this  occafton  is  the  more  lively 
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as  he  can  by  no  means  reconcile  th 
violation  of  the  territory  of  th 
Elector  of  Baden  to  thofe  princi 
pies  of  juftice  and  propriety  whic 
are  held  facred  among  naiions,  an 
are  the  bulwark  of  their  reciproci 
relations.  His  Imperial  Majeft 
finds  in  this  ad  a  violation  of  th 
rights  of  nations,  and  of  a  neutn 
territory,  which,  at  leaft,  was  ; 

arbitral 
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trary  as  it  was  public  :  a  vio¬ 
lation,  the  confluences  of  which 
are  difficult  to  e  dim  ate,  and  which, 
if  confide’red  as  admiffible,  mull 
entirely  annihilate  the  fecurity  and 
independence  of  fovereign  ftates. 

If  the  German  empire,  after  the 
misfortunes  it  has  fathered,  which 
have  made  it  fenfibly  feel  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  tranquillity  and  repofe, 
muft  frill  be  in  fear  for  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  its  territory,  could  ir  have 
been  expe&ed  that  this  thould  have 
originated  on  the  part  of  a  govern¬ 
ment  which  has  laboured  to  fecure 
to  it  peace,  and  impofe  on  itfelf 
the  duty  of  guaranteeing  its  con¬ 
tinuance  ? 

All  thefe  considerations  have  not 
permitted  the  Emperor  to  pafs  over 
in  fflence  this  unexpected  event, 
which  has  fpread  confternation 
through  all  Germany. 

His  Imperial  Majefty  has  held 
it  to  be  his  duty,  as  a  guarantee 
and  mediator  of  the  peace,  to  no¬ 
tify  to  the  ftates  of  the  empire  the 
manner  in  which  he  views  an  ac¬ 
tion  which  endangers  their  fecurity 
and  independence.  The  Ruffian 
Refident  at  Ratiffion  has,  in  con. 
fequence,  received  orders  to  de¬ 
liver  in  a  note  to  the  Diet,  and  to 
reprefent  to  it,  and  to  the  head  of 
the  empire,  the  neceffity  of  remon- 
ft rating  to  the  French  government, 
by  the  underfigned,  as  his  Majefty 
is  allured  that  the  Firft  Conful  will 
Fallen  to  attend  to  the  juft  remon- 
(t  ranees  of  the  German  political 
body,  and  feel  the  preffing  neceffity 
of  taking  the  moll  a&ive  meafures 
to  relieve  all  the  governments  of 
Europe  from  the  alarm  he  muft 
have  occafioned  to  them,  and  put 
an  end  to  an  order  of  things  too 
dangerous  to  their  fafety  and  future 
independence.  The  underfigned 
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hereby  fulfils  the  commands  of  hia 
illultrious  mailer,  and  avails  him. 
felf  of  this  opportunity  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  citizen  miniPter  for 
foreign  affairs,  the  affurance  of  his 
high  efteem. 

(Signed)  D’Oxjbril. 


Tranfation  of  an  Imperial  Vkafe , 
{(fried  by  the  Emperor  of  Ruff  a  at 
St.  Pcterfburgh ,  the  ’~jth  May , 
1804,  relative  to  the  AdmiJJton  of 
Foreigners  into  his  Imperial  Ma* 
jefty' s  Dominions.  Signed  by  the 
Emperor ,  and  counterjrgned  by 
Count  V ,  Kotchcuby. 

I.  To  enter  our  frontiers,  all 
perfons,  except  in  the  undermen¬ 
tioned  cafes,  are  to  be  provided 
with  paffports  from  our  miniftem 
or  other  agents  redding  in  foreign 
countries.  Particular  inftrusftions 
will  be  Pent  to  our  minifters  and 
confuls  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
fuch  paffports  are  to  be  granted,  fo 
as  to  caufe  the  lead  inconvenience 
to  trade  or  general  intercourfe. 

II.  Perfons  coming  from  cities 
or  places  where  we  have  neither 
millions  nor  confuls,  muft  produce 
paffports  at  the  frontiers  from  the 
governors  or  chief  officers  there. 
Paffports  from  inferior  officers, 
from  country  juft  ices  or  commif- 
ffoners,  or  from  the  magillrates, 
will  not  be  acknowledged.  The 
governors  of  our  frontier  provinces, 
will  receive  inliru&ions  in  what 
manner  they  are  to  communicate 
with  the  governors  of  provinces 
belonging  to  another  power  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  point,  and  directions 
will  be  given  at  the  barriers  where 
paffports  are  to  be  acknowledged. 

III.  Ruffian  fubje&s,  traders, 
and  other  perfons  ufually  redding 
in  Rulffa,  having  paffports  to  go 

abroad 
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abroad  for  a  limited  term,  will  be 
permitted  to  return  with  the  fame 
paftporf . 

IV.  Perfons  owing  allegiance 
to  two  powers  (fujets  mixtes) 
in uft,  from  our  fide,  be  provided 
with  a  paffiport  for  a  year  from  the 
regency  of  that  government  in 
which  their  property  lies,  with 
which,  during  that  term,  they 
may  pafs  out  and  in  without  in¬ 
terruption, 

i 

V.  All  perfons  rnuft  produce 
their  pafTports  at  the  frontiers  ; 
and,  if  conformable  to  thefe  regu¬ 
lations,  they  will  be  allowed  to 
pafs  without  moleftation,  except 
fuch  as  may  be  particularly  or¬ 
dered  to  be  flopped . 

VI.  Thefe  regulations  are  to 

O 

extend  to  all  fea-ports,  in  fo  far 
as  regards  paflengers  arriving 
there.  Ship  mailers  and  perfons 
ferving  on  board  of  fnips,  are  to 
be  admitted  upon  the  former  exift- 
ing  regulations. 

VII.  All  thefe  regulations  fliall 
be  enforced  for  the  nearer  parts  of 
Europe  within  two  months  ;  and 
for  the  more  diftant,  namely,  Italy, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  within  four 
months,  reckoning  from  the  date 
of  this  ordinance  (ukafe)  which 
fliall  bepublifhed  in  the  newfpapers 
of  both  our  capitals. 

VIII.  The  daily  communica¬ 
tions  of  perfons  refining  on  the 
frontiers  will  remain  on  the  former 
footing. 

IX.  The  intercourfe  with  va¬ 
rious  Afiatic  nations  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  Cuban,  on  the  lines  of 
the  Caucafus  and  Orenburg,  and 
aifo  with  the  Turkifh  fubjeffs  in 

I  general,  is  to  remain  on  the  former 
footing. 

X.  PafTports  will  pe  granted  to 
perfons  going  out-of  the  country  as 
formerly. 


Note  delivered  by  the  Miuifhr  R/fl* 
dent  of  Rufjia ,  Mr.  Kl up  tell ,  to 
Baron  I):  /Mini,  and  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Diet  of  Rat  if  bo?/,  ort 
the  §th  of  May ,  1804.  It  'was 
dated  at  Ratifbon  on  the  fh  of 
May ,  and  jigned  De  Kluppell. 

The  event  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  ftates  of  his  Highnefs  the 
Elector  of  Baden  ;  the  conclufion 
of  which  has  been  fo  melancholy, 
has  occafioned  the  mod  poignant 
yrief  to  the  Emneror  of  all  the 

O  i 

Ruffias.  He  cannot  but  view  with 
the  greateft  concern  the  violation' 
which  has  been  committed  on  the 
tranquillity  and  integrity  of  the 
German  territory.  His  Imperial 
Majefty  is  the  more  afxefted  by 
this  event,  as  he  never  could  have 
expedted  that  a  power  which  had 
undertaken  in  common  with  him- 
felf,  the  office  of  mediator,  and 
was  confequently  bound  to  exert 
his  care  for  the  welfare  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Germany,  could  have 
departed  in  fuch  a  manner  from  the 
facred  principles  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  and  the  duties  it  had  fo 
lately  taken  upon  itfelf. 

It  would  be  unneceffary  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Diet  to  the 
ferious  confequences  to  which  the 
German  empire  muft  be  expofed,  if 
afts  of  violence,  of  which  the  firft 
example  has  juft  been  feen,  fnould 
be  palled  over  in  filence;  it  will, 
with  its  accuftomed  forefight,  eafiiy 
perceive  how  much  the  future  tran¬ 
quillity  and  fecurity  of  the  whole 
empire,  and  each  of  its  members,, 
muft  be  endangered,  if  fuch  violent 
proceedings  (houid  be  deemed  al¬ 
lowable,  and  fuffered  to  take  place 
without  obfervation  or  oppofition. 
Moved  by  thefe  con fiderat ions, 
and  in  quality  of  guarantee  of  the. 
conftitution  of  the  Germanic  em¬ 
pire* 
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pire,  and  that  of  mediator,  the 
Emperor  confiders  it  as  his  duty  fo* 
lemnly  to  protelt  againft  an  adion 
which  is  fuch  an  attack  on  the  tran¬ 
quillity  and  fecurity  of  Germany, 
juftly  alarmed  at  the  mournful 
p^fpecl  it  prefents,  his  Majefty 
made  no  delay  to  reprefent  his 
manner  of  thinking  on  the  fubjed 
to  The  Firft  Conful,  by  the  Ruffian 
Charge  d’ Affaires  at  Paris. 

While  his  Majefty  adopts  a  mea- 
fure  prefcribed  to  him  by  his  fo- 
licitude  for  the  welfare  df  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire>  he  is  convinced  that 
the  Diet  and  the  head  of  the  em¬ 
pire  will  do  juftice  to  his  difin- 
terefted  and  manifeftly  indifpen- 
fable  care  ;  and  that  they  will 
unite  their  endeavours  with  his,  ro 
tranfmit  their  juft  remonftranees 
to  the  French  government,  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  it  to  take  fuch  fteps  and 
meafures  as  the  violation  of  their 
dignity  may  require,  and  the 
maintenance  of  their  future  fecu¬ 
rity  may  render  neceffary. 


Note  tranfmitted  by  the  French  Mi - 
uifter  for  Foreign  Relations ,  to  the 
Imperial  RuJJian  Charge  d’ Af¬ 
faires  ,  dated  May  1 6,  1804,  a^d 
Jigned  Ch.  M.  Talleyrand. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Firft 
Conful  the  note  of  the  2?d  April, 
which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
tranfmit  to  me. 

The  Firft  Conful  obferves  with 
regret,  that  the  influence  of  the 
enemies  of  France  has  prevailed  in 
the  cabinet  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  > 
and  that  it  now  puts  at  hazard  the 
good  underftanding  which  was 
eftablifhed  with  fo  much  pains, 
and  which  appeared  to  be  fo  well 
confirmed  by  the  happy  effeds 
which  it  has  produced. 

Vol.  XLVI.  or  Vol,  IV.  Ne 


His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  arid  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  who  undoubtedly 
are  the  two  powers  the  moft  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  fate  of  the  German 
Empire,  have  underflood,  that  the 
French  government  was  fufficiently 
authorized  to  arreft,  at  two  leagues 
diftance  from  her  frontiers,  French 
rebels,  vvho  confpired  againft  their 
own  country,  and  who,  by  the 
nature  of  their  plots,  as  well  as  by 
the  terrible  evidence  which  cor¬ 
roborated  them,  had  placed  them- 
felves  out  of  the  protedion  of  the 
la  w  of  nations. 

The  German  princes  having 
thus  been  fatisfied,  the  Firft  Con* 
ful  would  have  nothing  to  fay  to 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  on  a  point 
which  does  not  in  theleaft  concern 
hrs  intereft  :  but  he  will  always  be 
happy  to  fpeak  to  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia,  with  that 
opennefs  which  Europe  knows  he 
poflefles,  which  ;.s  only  becoming 
great  and  powerful  ftates,  It  it 
be  the  intention  of  his  Majefty  to 
form  a  new  coalition  in  Europe, 
and  to  recommence  the  war,  what 
need  is  there  for  empty  pretences, 
and  why  not  ad  more  openly  ? 
Much  as  the  renewal  of  hoftilities 
would  grieve  the  Firft  Conful,  he 
knows  no  man  in  the  world  that 
could  put  France  in  fear;  no  man 
whom  he  would  fufFvr  to  interfere 
in  the  internal  concerns  of  the 
country  ;  and  fince  he  himfelf 
does  not  middle  with  the  parties 
or  opinions  between  which  Ruffia 
may  be  divided,  his  Imperial 
Majefty  can  have  no  right  to 
meddle  with  the  parties  or  opinions 
between  whic^  France  may  be  di¬ 
vided. 

In  the  note,  Sir,  which  you 
have  delivered,  you  require — 
Series.  *S  <  That 
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6  That  France  fhould  employ'  the 
mod  efficacious  means  io  tran¬ 
quillize  the  different  governments, 
and  to  let  an  order  of  things  ceafe 
in  Europe,  which  is  too  alarming 
for  their fecuriry  and  independence.’ 
But  is  not  this  independence  or  the 
dates  of  Europe  attacked,  if  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  Ruffia  protects  and 
maintains,  at  Drefden  and  at  Rome, 
authors  of  plots,  who  feek  to  abufe 
the  privilege  ot  their  refidence,  for 
the  purpofe  of  difquieting  the 
neighbouring  dates  ?  and  if  the 
Ruffian  rninifters  at  mod  of  the 
courts  of  Europe  pretend  to  place 
under  the  protection  of  the  law  of 
nations,  perfons  who  are  natives  of 
that  very  country  where  thofe  mi- 
niders  refide,  as  M.  de  MarcofF 
wanted  to  do  at  Paris  with  a  Gene- 
vefe  ?  1  hefe  are  real  infringements 
of  the  independence  of  the  dates  of 
Europe;  ihefeare  the  very  infringe¬ 
ments  which  ought  to  excite  their 
vigorous  remonit ranees. 

The  circumflance  againd  which 
an  outcry  is  raifed,  is  of  a  very 
different  nature.  By  the  treaty  of 
Luneville,  Germany  and  France 
had  mutually  engaged  to  allow 
no  afylum  to  any  of  thofe  men 
who  could  didurb  their  refipeftive 
tranquillity.  The  emigrants  who 
redded  at  Baden,  at  Friburg,  at 
Drefden,  Sec.  were  by  that  treaty 
not  to  he  differed  in  the  German 
,  empire  ;  and  this  circamdance 
(hews  what  real  impropriety  there 
was  in  the  conduct  ot  Ruffia.- — 
France  requires  of  her  to  remove 
emigrants  who  were  in  the  employ- 
ment  of  Ruffia,  at  the  time  when 
the  two  countries  were  at  war, 
from  countries  where  they  ren¬ 
dered  themfelves  confpicuous  only 
by  their  intrigues  ;  and  Ruffia  in- 
ffifis  upon  maintaining  them  there ; 


and  the  remondrance  (he  no?y 
makes,  leads  to  this  quedion  ; — - 
If,  when  England  planned  the 
murder  of  Paul  1.  (fuppofing  in¬ 
telligence  to  have  been  received, 
that  the  authors  of  the  plot  were 
at  a  league  from  the  frontier), 
would  not  pains  have  been  taken 
to  arred  them  ? 

The  Firft  Conful  hopes  that  his 
Imperial  Majedy,  whofe  excellent 
mind  and  noble  cha rafter  are  fo 
well  known,  will  fooner  or  later 
perceive  that  there  are  men  who 
avail  themfelves  of  every  means  to 
raife  enemies  to  France,  and  who 
thereby  feek  to  make  a  diverfion, 
and  rekindle  the  flames  of  a  war, 
which  is  advantageous  only  to 
England.  This  war  never  will 
take  place  with  the  Firfl  Conful’s 
confent ;  but  whofoever  may  de¬ 
clare  it  againd  him,  he  (hall  ever 
prefer  it  to  a  date  of  things  which 
fhould  tend  to  dedroy  that  equality 
between  great  powers,  which  tend 
to  the  detriment  of  France. 

And  as  he  does  riot  arrogate  to 
himfeif  any  fuperiority,  and  does 
not  interfere  with  any  operation  of 
the  Ruffian  cabinet,  he  demands  a 
perfeft  reciprocity  in  this  refpeft. 

I  continue.  Sir,  firmly  to  hope, 
that  declarations  fo  candid  will  be 
fully  appreciated  by  your  court, 
and  that  they  will  tend  to  difpel 
the  clouds  which  malice  fpreads 
between  our  countries  with  a  fuc- 
cefs  greatly  to  be  lamented.  Ac¬ 
cept,  Sir,  the  a  durance  of  my  per* 
feft  edeem,  See. 

Note  prefented  by  M.  d’Qubril ,  Ruf¬ 
fian  ‘charge  d'  Affaires  at  Paris, 
to  the  French  Mwifer  of  Foreign 
fffaits.  Paris ,  July  21,  1804.* 

f  * 

The  note,  which  the  Citizen 
Minider  of  Foreign  Affairs  tranf- 
z  rnj t ted 


STATE 

Irii'ttea  to  the  underfigned  Charge 

Affaires  from  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  he  did 
not  fail  to  tranfmit  to  St.  Peterf- 
burgh  ;  but  the  underfigned  has  to 
declare,  that  his  court  greatly  dif. 
approved  his  receiving  a  paper, 
which  did  not  anfwer  his  preceding 
official  communications,  and  was 
by  no  means  calculated  to  be  laid 
before  his  auguft  Sovereign. 

The  faid  paper,  however,  at 
length  came  under  the  notice  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  who  faw, 
with  furprife,  that  its  contents 
confift  altogether  of  fuch  affertions 
as  are  not  only  unfounded,  but 
alfo  wholly  unconneded  with  the 
note  of  the  2  2d  April.  The  Em¬ 
peror,  already  moved  by  the  ca¬ 
lamities  which  opprefs  a  great  part 
of  Europe,  and  by  the  dangers 
which  threaten  the  German  em¬ 
pire,  whofe  inrerefts  Ruffia  is  par¬ 
ticularly  bound  to  fupport,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  her  obligations,  recei  ved 
intelligence  of  another  recent  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which 
was  perpetrated  at  Ettenheim  ;  he* 
therefore,  thought  himfelf  bound 
to  invite  the  affembled  dates  of 
the  German  empire,  and  the  Ger¬ 
man  princes,  to  concur  with  him 
in  jointly  protefting  againlt  the 
French  government,  to  whom  his 
Majefty  communicated  the  dime 
fentiments,  in  hopes  that  it  would 
repair  the  inful t  offered  to  the  Ger¬ 
man  league,  and  allay  the  fears  of 
Europe  for  the  repetition  of  fimilar 
outrages. 

The  French  government  could 
toot  avoid  to  return  art  anfwer  to  this 
plain  declaration  from  his  Majefty 
the  Emperor,  but  the  evafive  reply 
which  was  made,  is  ofFnfive  to 
Ruffia,  to  the  German  empire,  and 
to  France  herfelf;  it  impairs  the 
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good  underftanding  which  fhe  de¬ 
clares  her  with  to  preferve,  but  the 
effects  whereof  Ruffia  has  not  hither¬ 
to  perceived* 

a  We  live  no  longer  in  thofe 
barbarous  times  when  every  coun¬ 
try  regarded  only  her  immediate 
intereft ;  modern  polity,  founded 
upon  the  law  of  nations,  has  intro¬ 
duced  certain  principles,  refpeding 
the  intereft  of  the  whole  commu¬ 
nity  of  ftates.  No  date  could 
view  with  indifference  the  event 
already  mentioned,  which  gave 
fuch  a  dreadful  blow  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  and  fecurity  of  nations. 

By  the  peace  of  Tefchen,  Ruffia 
undertook  to  guarantee  and  medi¬ 
ate  for  the  German  empire;  in  this 
quality,  his  Imperial  Majefty  was 
not  merely  juftified  in  railing  his 
voice  on  this  dccafion,  but  was  ab- 
folutely  bound  to  do  it.  The 
French  government,  bearing  a 
fimilar  quality,  takes  the  liberty 
of  violating  the  neutrality  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  to  ad  arbitrarily  on 
that  territory.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  his  Imperial  Majefty 
ftiould  be  incompetent  to  ftand  up 
for  the  German  empire,  Hie  fecurity 
and  independence  of  which  he  has 
guaranteed. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
to  explain  other  wife  the  condud  of 
Ruffia,  whofe  motives  are  fo  evi¬ 
dent  ;  or  to  difcover  therein  the 
influence  of  the  enemies  of  Fra.ice  ; 
its  foie  motive  is  the  wretched 
condition  to  which  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  by  its  influence,  has  re¬ 
duced  Europe. 

Should  Ruffia  propofe  to  eftablifh. 
a  coalition,  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
newing  the.  war  on  the  continent, 
it  would  not  at  ail  be  requited  to 
feek  any  unfounded  caufe  for  it. 

*  S  %  The 
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The  French  government  has  long 
given  too  much  and  too  juft  caufe 
for  breaking  the  bands  of  harmony, 
which  the  Emperor  has  prefer ved 
merely  by  his  moderation,  and 
which  he  defired  to  preferve  for 
ever.  No  perfon,  and  the  French 
government  leaft  of  all,  can  mif* 
take  the  views  of  the  cabinet  of 
St.  Peterfburgh,  fince  his  Imperial 
Majefty  fo  explicitly  declared,  even 
before  the  prefent  war,  how  necef- 
fary  it  was  to  labour  for  the  con- 
folidation  of  peace  ;  to  prevent  new 
revolutions  in  Europe,  to  avoid 
carefully  every  caufe  for  miftruft  ; 
and  to  let  every  ftate  quietly  en¬ 
joy  its  independence. 

At  the  fame  time,  Ruftia  dif- 
clofed  to  the  F rench  cabinet,  how 
much  fhe  defired  that  this  latter 
power  might  contribute  to  con-, 
folidate  the  prefent  order  of  things ; 
that  it  fhould,  by  its  moderation 
and  difmtereftednefs,  give  a  hope 
to  the  other  ftates  of  Europe,  that 
every  government  could  at  laft 
(after  the  unhappy  war,  which 
coft  fo  much  blood)  devote  itfelf, 
with  fafety  and  quiet,  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  people  entrufted  to  it. 
Far  from  defiring  to  rekindle  the 
flames  of  war  on  the  continent,  his 
Ruffian  Majefty  moft  ardently 
wifhes  to  ft i fte  thofe  flames  every 
where;  but  his  Majefty  harbours 
this  particular  wifh,  that  the 
French  government,  as  it  pretends 
to  the  fame  defire,  would  let  thofe 
nations  alone,  who  wifh  nothing 
more  fervently  than  toavoid  taking 
a  part  in  the  prefent  troubles. 

This  was  the  only  (though  un¬ 
fortunately  for  the  caufe  of  hu¬ 
manity,  it  proved  an  ineffeftual) 
wifh  of  Ruffia,  which  never  devi¬ 
ated  from  thofe  principles ;  every 
ftep  ffie  took  with  the  French  go¬ 


vernment,  which  fhe  conftantly  re¬ 
ferred  to  treaties  already  concluded, 
had  no  other  view. 

Upon  the  fame  ground  fhe  pro- 
pofed  to  aft  as  a  mediator  between 
France  and  England,  but  was  not 
accepted.  Since  the  renewal  of 
the  war,  the  French  government, 
thinks  itfelf  competent  to  occupy 
thofe  countries,  and  deprive  them 
of  their  commerce  which  in  vain 
appeal  to  their  neutrality  ;  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty  was  thereby  alarm¬ 
ed,  not  indeed  on  his  own  account, 
fince,  from  the  aftual  fituation  and 
power  of  his  empire,  his  Majefty 
can  remain  a  quiet  fpeftator  of 
thofe  diftreffing  feenes ;  but  he  was 
alarmed  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
other  ftates  of  Europe. 

His  Majefty  repeatedly  urged 
with  the  French  government,  but 
always  ineffeftually,  that  thofe 
countries  at  leaft  fhould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  remain  neutral^  whofe 
neutrality  France  and  Ruffia  had 
guaranteed  by  mutual  treaties  ;  his 
Majefty  alfo  repeatedly  difclofed 
his  fentiments  withrefpeft  to  thofe 
ftates  that  are  already  in  danger  of 
fharing  the  fate  of  Italy,  of  a  part 
of  Germany,  and  of  the  other 
Countries  which  France  has  already 
got  in  her  poffeffion. 

Meanwhile  the  Emperor  faw,  in 
fpite  of  all  his  exertions  and  remon- 
Frances,  the  danger  increafing 
daily;  French  troops,  on  the  one 
fide,  occupying  the  coafts  of  the 
Adriatic  ;  on  the  other,  levying 
contributions  on  the  Hanfe  Towns, 
and  menacing  Denmark  ;  confe- 
quently,  his  Imperial  Majefty  has 
refolved,  as  the  theatrfe  of  war  ap¬ 
proaches  his  frontier,  to  eftablifh  a 
military  force,  which  fhall  be  ade¬ 
quate  to  put  a  ft  op  to  further  en¬ 
croachments. 


The 
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The  fafl  is  notorious  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  Emperor  was  particu¬ 
larly  defirous  that  it  might  not  re¬ 
main  unknown  to  the  French  eo- 
remment,  and  the  mutual  expla¬ 
nations  always  referred  to  the  fame 
objects.  Never  then  did  any  go¬ 
vernment  a<5t  more  candidly,  or  for 
a  purpofe  which  requires  lefs  fe- 
crecy,  or  is  fubjeft  to  lefs  falfe 
conftru&ions  than  Ruffia  did  in 
the  prefent  circumftances.  If  this 
condud  be  not  upright ;  if  it  can 
be  confidered  as  hoftile  to  France, 
or  as  an  attack  on  the  welfare  and 
tranquillity  of  the  German  em¬ 
pire,  then  thera  is  no  longer  any 
difference  exifting  between  manifeft 
encroachments  on  the  one  part,  and 
that  juft  indignation  which  the 
other  part  muft  confequently  feel ; 
between  attack  and  defence;  be¬ 
tween  the  oppreffion  and  protedion 
of  the  weak. 

The  underfigned  will  not,  in  this 
place,  examine,  by  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  the  queftion,  whether  the 
French  government  be  juftified  in 
perfecuting,  in  every  country, 
thofe  perfons  whom  it  has  exiled 
from  their  own  ;  and  in  prefcribing 
to  foreign  powers  the  manner  in 
which  they  fhall  be  permitted  to 
treat  or  to  employ  the  late  emi¬ 
grants,  whom  they  may  have 
adopted  for  their  fubjeds,  or  em¬ 
ployed  in  their  fervice.  Such  a 
tenet  is  at  variance  with  every 
principle  of  juftiee  ;  nay,  with 
thofe  principles  which  the  French 
nation  has  fo  folemnly  proclaimed. 
To  fuppofe  that  Ruffia  attacks  the 
independence  of  the  ftates  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  becaufe  fhe  will  not  permit  a 
perfon  in  her  employment  abroad 
to  be  appointed  fomewhere  elfe  at 
the  will  ol  the  French  government, 
were  to  confound  all  ideas  and 


words ;  or  becaufe  fhe  claims  an¬ 
other  perfon,  who  is  a  naturalized 
Ruffian,  and  has  juft  now  been  de¬ 
livered  up  by  another  ftate,  without 
any  previous  trial,  and  contrary 
to  every  appearance  of  juftiee. 

Never  did  the  Emperor  proted 
confpirators ;  his  noble  and  up¬ 
right  charader  is  too  well  known 
to  all  Europe  to  require  an  elabo¬ 
rate  contradidion  of  this  affertion, 
as  falfe  as  it  is  indecent.  The 
French  government  itfelf  is  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  contrary ;  it  need 
only  remember,  that  the  Emperor 
has  frequently  declared,  that  if 
fuch  an  accufation  were  proved 
againft  any  Ruffian  in  his  employ¬ 
ment,  he  would  haften  to  punifh 
him  moft  feverely  for  a  crime  which 
he  confiders  of  a  moft  heinous  na-* 
ture.  But  the  cabinet  of  St.  Cloud 
returned  no  anfwer  tp  this  candid 
communication,  nor  did  it  furniih 
any  proof  to  fupport  its  pretenfions ; 
it  has  then  no  right  to  complain  of 
its  unfupported  demands  not  being 
complied  with.  But  at  the  pre¬ 
fent  moment,  when  Portugal  was 
obliged  to  purchafe  her  neutrality ; 
when  Naples,  to  fave  her's,  was 
compelled  to  contribute  at  an  enor¬ 
mous  expenfe,  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  French  troops  on  her  own 
territory ;  when  all  Italy,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  republics  that  had  been 
promifed  independence  and  happi- 
nefs  ;  when  Swifterland  and  Hol¬ 
land  were  confidered  merely  as 
French  provinces ;  when  one  part 
>f  the  German  empire  is  occupied, 
while  in  another  part  French  dc- 
achmenfs  execute  arrefts  in  con- 
vCmpt  of  the  facred  law  of  na¬ 
tions ;  at  fuch  a  moment  the  Em¬ 
peror  will  leave  to  all  the  ftates  al¬ 
leged,  nay,  to  the  impartial  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  Cloud 
*  S  3  itfelf. 
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itfelf,  the  dectfion  of  the  quedion, 
which  of  the  two,  Raffia  or  France, 
menaces  the  fecurity  of  Europe  ? 
which  of  them  acts  on  principles 
the  mod  favourable  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  other  dates  ?  which  in¬ 
terferes  mod  in  the  government 
and  interna]  police  of  other  coun¬ 
tries,  and  pradtifes  the  mod  arbi¬ 
trary  ads  againd  them  ? 

Although  the  forrow  which  the 
Emperor  felt  at  this  alarming  dtua- 
tion  of  affairs,  was  as  notorious  as 
the  opinior  he  entertained  of  it,  he 
neverthelefs  held  hi mfelf  bound  to 
make  his  declaration  as  explicit  as 
poffible,  that  it  might  not  with 
truth  be  faid,  that  there  was  not  a 
fingle  government  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  whi  h  had  the  courage  to  raife 
|ts  voice  jn  the  caufe  of  judice  ; 
and  that  the  Ruffian  government 
might  not  be  charged  with  having 
omitted  to  call  the  attention  of 
its  co-edates  to  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  which  mud  neceflarily  en- 
■fue  from  a  further  negledt  of  order, 
and  of  thofe  principles  on  which 
their  well  being  and  their  fecurity 
defend.  It  does  not  appear  how 
it  could  be  fo  eafijy  proved  in  the 
prefent  cbfppte,  that  Ruffia,  by 
proteding  apaind  a  rnanifed  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law  of  nations,  com¬ 
mitted  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
French  republic,  on  a  neutral  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  German  empire,  by 
a  guaranteeing  and  mediating 
power,  has  thereby  interfered  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  France,  and 
to  interfere  in  which  the  Emperor 
never  had  the  mod  didant  idea. 

Every  date  is  indeed  competent 
to  outlavy  a  petfon  within  its  own 
limits ;  but  no  date  has  a  right  ar¬ 
bitrarily  to  place  any  perfon  out 
pf  the  protection  of  the  law  of  nq.- 
flops*  becaul'e  the  latter  does  not 


depend  upon  the  decrees  of  any* 
dngle  date,  but  is  grounded  upon 
the  unanimous  will  of  the  common, 
wealth  of  fovereign  dates. 

Thus  the  French  government 
could  at  mod  demand  of  the  princes 
of  the  German  empire,  in  conformity 
to  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  that  the 
emigrants  in  their  dates,  who  had 
not  yet  made  the  choice  of  a  coun¬ 
try,  and  againd  whom  authentic 
proofs  could  be  produced,  fhould  be 
removed  ;  but  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  was  by  no  means  judified  in 
the  invafipn  of  thofe  dates,  fword 
in  hand,  to  carry  off  Rcff  perfons 
by  main  force. 

It  will  hardly  be  credited,  that 
the  French  cabinet  could,  to  main¬ 
tain  its  erroneous  principle,  devi¬ 
ate  fo  far  from  every  n  quifite  de?> 
corum,  and  the  regard  due  to 
truth,  as  to  allege  examples  which 
were  altogether  improper  to  be 
mentioned;  that  it  fhould,  in  an 
official  document,  recall  even  a 
father’s  death  to  the  recolledfion  of 
his  illudrious  fon,  in  order  to 
wound  his  tender  feelings  ;  and 
that  it  fhould  (contrary  to  all  truth 
and  to  all  probability )  raife  an  ac- 
cufation  againd  anoth  r  go\ em¬ 
inent,  whom  Fran  e  never  ceafes  to 
calumniate,  merely  becaufe  fhe  is 
at  war  with  it, 

France  has  endeavoured,  in  vain, 
to  judify  herfeif  by  the  mod  ex¬ 
traordinary  furmifes  and  fuggef- 
tions,  but  they  cannot  alter  the 
date  of  the  prefent  quedion,  nor 
can  they  be  made  to  judify  with 
effect  an  arbitrary  adt,  which  an¬ 
nihilates  the  leading,  and  hitherto 
undifputed,  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

It  is  not,  by  any  means,  necef- 
fary  to  analyfe  the  whole  contents 
pf  the  note  from  the  Citizen  Mi- 
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ifffter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  order 
to  be  convinced  that  it  is  ev  afi  ve 
and  unfatisfadory,  if  the  objed  be 
confidered,  which  the  Emperor 
propofed,  when  he,  in  the  courfe 
of  laft:  fpring,  caufed  the  notes  to 
be  delivered  at  Paris  and  at  Ratif- 
bon ;  it  is  alfo  evident,  from  the 
faid  French  note,  that  the  French 
government  rather  wifhed  to  in- 
creafe  the  Emperor’s  juft  indigna¬ 
tion,  fince  its  o  dy  objed  in  that 
note  is,  in  an  indecent  manner,  to 
avoid  the  important  queftion  pro¬ 
pofed,  inftead  of  offering  a  candid 
inveftigation  of  it. 

The  Emperor  is,  however,  fu- 
perior  to  the  emotions  of  perfonal 
refentment.  He  has  principally  at 
heart  the  well  being  and  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  Europe  :  he,  therefore,  does 
not  hefitate  to  make  a  laft  effort 
for  the  prefervation,  if  poflible, 
of  a  friendly  intercourfe  with 
France. 

His  iVHjefty's  foie  wifh  is,  that 
peace  rmy  revive  in  Europe;  that 
no  perfon  may  aftume  any  authority 
whatfoever  over  any  other  ftate  ; 
and  that  the  French  government 
do  acknowledge  an  equality  of 
lights  for  inferior  ftates,  but  who 
are  not  lefts  independent  than 
France. 

Ruffia,  it  cannot  be  too  often  re¬ 
peated,  entertains  not  the  leaft  in¬ 
clination  for  war,  nor  can  fhe  be 
benefited  by  it  ;  her  condud  will 
alone  be  influenced  by  the  preffire 
of  circumftances.  She  may,  how¬ 
ever,  juftly  prefume,  that  the 
French  adminift  radon  entertains 
fuch  an  opinion  of  the  Ruffian  go¬ 
vernment,  as  to  be  convinced  that 
the  latter  will  not  remain  an  idle 
or  indifferent  fpedator  of  any  new 
encroachment.  His  Majelty  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia  is  not  himfelf 


influenced  by  fear,  nor  does  he  wifh 
to  dired  its  operations  to  the  mindi 
of  others.  It  is  his  defire  to  pre  • 
ferve  his  former  relations  with 
France,  but  upon  no  other  ground 
than  that  of  perfect  equality.  The 
first  condition  is,  that  the  terms 
mutually  agreed  upon  (hail  be  fa- 
credly  fulfilled,  and  on  this  con. 
dition  only  can  the  two  ftates, 
alter  what  has  happened,  enjoy 
their  former  relations  of  good  will 
and  amity. 

The  underfigned  has  been  or- 
dered  to  declare,  that  he  cannot 
prolong  his  ftay  at  Paris,  unlefs 
the  following  demands  are  previ. 
oufly  granted  : 

1.  That  conformably  to  the 
4th  and  <fth  articles  of  the  Secret 
Convention  of  the  1  ith  of  Odober 
1801,  the  French  government 
fhall  order  its  troops  to  evacuate 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  ;  and  when 
that  is  done,  that  it  fhall  engage  to 
refped  the  neutrality  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  during  the  prefen t  and  any 
future  war. 

2.  That,  in  conformity  to  the 
fecond  article  of  the  faid  Conven¬ 
tion,  the  French  government  fhall 
promife  to  eftablnh  immediately 
feme  principle  ol  concert  with  his 
Imperial  Majefty,  for  regulating 
the  bafis  upon  which  the  affairs  of 
Italy  fhall  be  finally  adjufted. 

3.  That  it  fhall  engage,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  6;h  article  of  the 
Convention  aforefaid,  and  the  pro- 
mifes  fo  r  prated!  g.ven  to  Ruffia, 
to  indemnify,  without  delay,  the 
king  of  Sardinia  for  the  ioifes  he 
has  fu Rained. 

Laftly,  4.  That  in  virtue  of  the 
obligation  of  a  mutual  guarantee 
and  mediation,  ihe  French  govern¬ 
ment  lhall  promife  immediately  to 
evacuate  and  withdraw  its  troops 
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from  the  north  of  Germany  ;  and 
enter  into  an  engagement  to  re- 
fpedt,  in  the  ftridtelt  manner,  the 
neutrality  of  the  Germanic  body. 

The  underfigned  has  to  add, 
that  he  has  received  orders  from 
his  government  to  demand  a  cate¬ 
gorical  anfwer  to  thefe  four  points, 
and  avails  himfelf  of  this  oppor¬ 
tunity,  &c. 

Note  of  his  'Excellency  M.  Talley¬ 
rand,  M infer  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
to  M -  D’Gubril,  Charge  d’Af- 
faires  from  Ruff i  a ,  dated  Paris , 
July  28,  1804. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs  has  fubmitted  to 
his  Majefiy  the  Emperor  the  note 
of  M,  D’Oubril,  Charge  d’Af- 
faires  from  Ruflia  (of  the  2  id  July 
1804).  The  underfigned  has  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  declare,  that  when¬ 
ever  the  court  of  Ruflia  fh all  fulfil 
the  articles  of  its  treaty  with 
France,  the  latter  will  be  ready  to 
execute  them  with  the  fame  fidelity  ; 
as  Rufiia  rauft  naturally  think  that 
Ihe  treaty  is  equally  binding  upon 
the  two  contrasting  powers.  If 
the  cabinet  of  St.  Peterfburgh  is 
of  opinion,  that  it  has  fome  de¬ 
mands  to  make  in  confequence  of 
the  articles  4,  and  6,  of  the  Se¬ 
cret  Convention  of  the  1  8th  Ven- 
demaire,  year  10,  France  alfo 
claims  tfie  execution  of  the  3d  ar¬ 
ticle  of  that  treaty,  which  is  ex- 
preffied  in  the  following  rerm  : 

“  The  two  contracting  parties, 
defirous,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  to  contribute  to  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  two  refpediive  go¬ 
vernments,  engage  not  to  fuffer 
their  refpedfivefubjedts  to  maintain 
any  cprrefpondence,  diredi  or  indi¬ 
rect,  with  the  enemies  of  the  two 


dates,  or  to  propagate  principles 
contrary  to  their  refpediive  confti. 
turions,  by  fomenting  any  difturb- 
ance  whatfoever ;  and  that  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  tins  agreement,  every 
fubjcdi  of  thefe  powers  inhabiting 
the  dates  of  the  other,  who  fhali 
do  any  thing  contrary  to  its  fafety, 
(hall  be  removed  from  tie  faid 
country',  and  be  tranfported  be¬ 
yond  its  frontiers,  without  having 
any  claim  to  the  protediion  of  his 
own  government,” 

This  article,  framed  with  as 
much  precifion  as  wifdom,  de¬ 
clares  the  very  friendly  difpofitions 
which  bound  the  two  powers  at 
the  time  of  forming  this  treaty. 
France,  therefore,  did  not  expedb 
that  Ruffia  would  grant  its  protec* 
tion  to  French  emigrants,  byr  ac¬ 
crediting  them  to  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  powers  of  France,  where  they 
might  indulge  their  hoftile  difpo- 
fitions  agamil  their  country  :  nor 
did  flie  expedi  fuch  a  condudi  from 
M.  Marcoff,  the  Minifter  of  Ruf* 
fia,  who  was  the  real  caufe  of  the 
difunion  and  coolnefs  exifting  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers,,  During 
his  refidencein  Paris,  he  conftantly 
encouraged  every  kind  of  intrigue 
that  could  difturb  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity  ;  and  he  even  went  fo  far 
as,  by  his  official  note,  to  place 
under  the  protediion  of  the  law  of 
nations,  French  emigrants,  and 
other  agents  in  the  pay  of  England. 

France  did  not  expedi  that  Ruffia 
would  purpofely  fend  on  a  million 
to  Paris  thole  officers  who  had  ex¬ 
cited  firong  complaints  againft 
them,  as  was  well  known  to  that 
government.  Strange  condudi, 
when  it  is  confidered  what  is  the 
duty  of  all  governments  ;  but  Hill 
more  fo,  when  reference  is  made  to 
the  article  already  cited. 


Laftlr, 
*  * 


STATE  PAPERS. 


Laftly,  was  the  mourning  which 
the  Court  of  Ruflia  affirmed  for  a 
man  whom  the  tribunals  of  France 
had  condemned  for  having  plotted 
againft  the  fafety  of  the  French 
government,  fuch  a  conduft  as  was 
conformable  to  the  letter  or  the 
fpirit  of  this  article  ? 

The  French  government  demands 
the  execution  of  the  9th  article  of 
the  Secret  Convention,  in  which 
|t  is  dated,  “  that  the  two  con- 
trading  parties  acknowledge  and 
guarantee  the  independence  and  the 
conftitution  of  the  republic  of  the 
Seven  United  Iflands,  formerly  be- 
longing  to  Venice  ;  and  that  it  be 
agreed,  that  there  fhall  be  no  fo¬ 
reign  troops  in  thofe  iflands  an 
article  evidently  violated  by  Ruflia, 
as  the  has  continued  to  fend  troops 
thither,  which  (he  has  openly  rein¬ 
fo  ced,  and  has  changed  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  that  country,  without 
the  confent  of  France. 

France  alfo  demands  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  zd  article  of  the  fame 
Convention,  the  evident  applica¬ 
tion  of  which  (hould  have  been, 
that  inftead  of  manifefting  fuch  a 
partiality  for  England,  and  of  be¬ 
coming,  perhaps,  the  firft  auxiliary 
of  its  ambition,  Ruflia  (hould  have 
been  united  to  France,  in  order  to 
confolidate  a  general  peace,  to  re- 
eftablifh  a  juft  balance  in  the  four 
parts  of  the  world,  and  to  procure 
the  liberty  of  rhe  feas,  Thefe  are 
the  precife  expreflions  of  the  ar¬ 
ticle. 

“  Such  ought  to  be,  without 
doubt,  the  conduct  of  the  two 
powers  refpeffing  the  treaty  which 
binds  them  both  ;  but  the  cabinet 
of  Ruflia  expefts  that  France  will 
fulfil  the  ftipulations  to  which  (he 
is  engaged,  without  executing 
thofe  which  (he  is  bound  toper- 
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form.  This  is  a&ing  like  a  con¬ 
queror  towards  a  vanquifhed  power: 
this  is  to  fuppofe  that  France  cam 
be  intimidated  by  menaces,  or  that 
Ihe  will  acknowledge  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  any  other  power  ;  but  the 
hiftory  of  the  years  which  preceded 
the  peace  made  with  Ruflia,  plainly 
demonftrates,  that  that  power  has 
no  more  right  than  any  other  to 
aflame  a  haughty  tone  towards 
France.  The  Emperor  of  the 
French  wifhes  for  the  peace  of  the 
continent.  He  has  made  all  pof- 
fibie  advances  to  re-eftablifh  it 
with  Ruflia  ;  he  has  fpared  nothing 
to  maintain  it ;  but  with  the  af- 
fi  fiance  of  God  and  his  arms,  he  is 
not  in  a  fltuation  to  fear  any  one. 

The  underflgned  requefts  M.  le 
Charge  d’  Affaires  of  Ruflia  to  ac, 
cept  the  aflurance  of  his  confide- 
ration. 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Maur.  Talleyrand. 

Copy  of  the  Note  prefented  hj  M* 
d’Onbril,  the  Ruffian  Charge 
d'  Affaires,  to  the  Minifer  for 
Foreign  Affairs . 

Paris,  Auguft  28,  1804. 
The  underflgned  Charge  d’Af- 
faires  of  his  Majefly  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Ruflias,  in  anfwer  to  the 
note  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  feels 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  confine  him- 
felf  to  a  recapirulation  of  that  con¬ 
duct  which  his  auguft  mafter  has 
conftantly  held  towards  the  French 
government,  the  plain  expofition  of 
which  will  fufficiently  demonftrate 
the  nature  of  the  reciprocity  which 
he  has  in  his  turn  experienced  from 
that  power. 

From  the  moment  that  his  Ma. 
jefty  afcended  the  throne,  he  la¬ 
boured 
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boured  with  all  his  care  to  renew 
the  good  intelligence  which  had 
formerly  prevailed  between  France 
and  Ruffia.  His  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty,  in  anticipating  the  explana¬ 
tions  which  were  to  produce  a  folid 
and  permanent  underhanding  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  was  happy 
in  the  perfuafion,  that  he  would  by 
that  means  effectually  contribute 
to  the  general  pacification  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  tranquillity  of  which  had 
been  too  long  disturbed  by  the 
events  which  occasioned  the  war 
that  was  terminated  by  the  treaty 
of  Lunevilie. 

The  readinefs  which  his  Majefty 
Chewed  to  make  peace  with  the 
French  government,  at  the  time  it 
was  at  war  with  feveral  other 
powers — the  renewal  of  the  former 
treaty  of  commerce,  which  was 
entirely  to  the  advantage  of  France ; 
the  good  offices  of  Ruffia  in  bring¬ 
ing:  about  a  reconciliation  between 
the  Republic  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  are  all  convincing  proofs  of 
the  difpafition  of  his  Majefty,  and 
of  his  wifhes  to  negleft  nothing 
on  his  parr,  which  could  tend  to 
confolidate  that  connexion  which 
he  hoped  might  exift  for  ever. 

Since  that  period,  when,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  misfortunes  which 
Germany  experienced  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  and  that  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Germanic  body  were 
put  under  the  neceffiry  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  make  facriftces,  and  that 
it  became  neceflary  to  afeertain 
thofe  facrifices,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fettling  the  indemnities  that  were 
to  coropenfate  for  their  Ioffes,  the 
Emperor  confented  to  become  a 
joint  mediator  with  the  French 
government,  in  the  cordial  hope, 
that  the  aff  of  mediation  would 
feal  the  tranquillity  of  the  conti¬ 
nent. 


The  completion  of  this  falutary 
work,  allowed  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  turn  his  attention  to  the 
engagements  which  France  volun¬ 
tarily  entered  into  at  the  period  of 
the  conclufion  of  her  peace  with 
Ruffia.  His  Majefty,  h  aving  feru- 
puloufly  fulfilled  thofe  which  he  en¬ 
tered  into  with  France,  had  a  right 
to  expeft  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  would  alfo  have  ffiown  itfelf 
anxious  to  equal  his  pun&uality, 
and  to  perform  its  own  obligations. 
However  reafonable  this  expeCta- 
t'ion  was,  it  has  never  been  realifed  ; 
and  the  French  government,  fo  far 
from  fhewing  any  difpofirion  to 
fulfil  th  em,  has  taken  no  little 
pains,  if  the  under figned  may  uf® 
the  expreffion,  to  retard  their  ac- 
complifhment. 

The  K  ing  of  Sardinia,  who  has 
been  wholly  deprived  of  his  pof- 
feffions  in  Italy,  by  the  union  of 
Piedmont  to  France,  has  ft  ill  to 
look  for  that  indemnity  which  the 
cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries  had  fo- 
lemnly  pledged  itfelf  to  Ruffia  to 
allow  him,  and  which  the  latter 
has  continually  demanded. 

The  king  of  Naples,  who  was 
freed  for  a  fhort  time  from  the 
prefence  of  a  French  army  in  his 
kingdom,  beholds  it  again  occupy¬ 
ing  his  provinces,  under  a  pretext, 
the  nature  of  which  is  not  known 
to  his  Imperial  Majefty  ;  and  he 
is  confequently  placed  out  of  the 
line  of  independent  ftates.  The 
reprefentations  of  Ruffia,  founded, 
upon  the  folemn  ftipulation  of 
France,  to  confider  the  kingdom 
of  Naples  as  a  neutral  ftate,  and  to 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  neu¬ 
trality,  have  been  productive  of  no 
determination  favourable  to  that 
power. 

The  whole  of  Italy  has  been 
changed  by  the  innovations  which 
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the  government  of  the  republic  has 
caufed  it  to  undergo,  fince  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  peace  between  Raffia 
and  France,  without  any  prelimi¬ 
nary  concert  with  his  Imperial  Ma- 
j.efty,  although  it  had  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  two  powers  at  that  pe¬ 
riod,  that  there  fhould  be  an  un- 
deiftanding  between  them  as  to  the 
political  arraignments  that  were  to 
be  adopted  in  that  country. 

Hoftiiities  having  beet'  renewed 
between  France  and  England,  the 
integrity  of  the  territory  of  the 
German  empire  was  violated,  not¬ 
withstanding  Francehad  very  lately 
engaged  to  protedF  it  in  common 
with  his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 
The  cabinet  of  St,  Cloud  thought 
proper  to  aiTert  that  the  dignity  ol 
the  King  ol  England,  and  that  of 
Eleftorof  Brunfwick  Lunenburgh, 
being  united  in  the  fame  perfon, 
were  not  diftinft  ;  though  fuch  dif- 
tinftion  was  never  difputed  by  the 
republican  government  during  the 
laft  years  ol  the  late  war  ;  it  was, 
therefore,  contrary  to  every  no¬ 
tion  of  right  and  juftice,  to  make 
war  upon  a  country  which,  by  the 
conlbtu  ion  of  the  Germanic  tin, 
pire,  of  which  it  was  part,  and  the 
public  proceedings  by  which  it  was 
guaranteed,  fhould  be  totally  ex¬ 
empt  from  fuch  a  vifitation. 

The  poffiellion  of  Cuxhaven, 
which  under  no  pretext  could  have 
been  confidered  as  Englifh  pro- 
pe:  ty,  was  notwithftanding  effected 
by  the  French  troops,  and  the  Hans 
Towns  have  been  compelled  to 
make  forced  loans  to  avoid  a  fimi- 
Jar  fate.  The  repeated  and  ur¬ 
gent  applications  which  the  Em¬ 
peror  has  made  to  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  to  induce  it  10  fulfil  its 
engagements  with  Ruffia,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  all  apprehenfion  that 
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the  neutral  powers,  who  were 
anxious  to  remain  in  peace,  may 
feel  of  being  involved  in  the  wur, 
have  been  attended  with  no  ef- 
feft. 

To  thofe  numerous  caufes  of  dif- 
fatisfaftion,  connected  ^  i  h  the 
higher  interefts  of  Europe,  rhe 
government  of  France  has  thought 
proper  to  add  all  thofe  which  it 
could  di redly  offer  to  the  court  of 
RuflH,  by  ihe  oftenfive  affierrions 
which  it  advanced  and  circulated 
again!!  minifters  honoured  with 
the  confidence  oi  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  ;  by  the  feenes  which  the 
Ruffian  envoy  was  compelled  to 
witnefs  at  the  Thuilleries ;  by  the 
improper  perfeverance  which  the 
cabinet  of  St.  Cloud  difplayed,  in 
perfecuting,  in  foreign  countries, 
perfons  who  were  emp  oyed  by  the 
court  of  Rufiia  ;  and,  lailly,  by 
that  unexampled  proceeding  which 
it  took  the  liberty,  of  committing, 
when  it  compelled  the  Pope  to  de¬ 
liver  up  a  naturalized  Ruffian, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
reprefen tations  and  claims  of  his 
Imperial  Majefty  on  that  point. 

The  recent  aft  of  violence,  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  French  troops  in 
the  territory  of  the  Eleftor  of  Ba¬ 
den,  having  roufed  the  anxiety  ©t 
the  Emperor,  for  the  fecurity  and 
independence  of  the  ftates  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  which  are  within  the  reach 
of  France,  his  Majefty  exprefifed 
his  opinion  as  to  the  neceffity  of 
tranquillizing  them  on  that  point ; 
and  that  he  fhould  make  fuch  fatis- 
faftion  as  the  Empire  had  a  right  to 
demand,  and  adopt  fuch  meafures 
as  might  tend  to  calm  the  uneafi- 
nefs  and  alarm  of  Europe,  'lo 
this  good  office,  the  empire  re¬ 
ceived  an  anfwer,  which  let t  it  no 
hopes  that  the  juft  expeftation  of 
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his  Majefty  would  be  fulfilled  ; 
which  gave  a  wrong  interpretation 
to  that  frank,  loyal,  and  difinte- 
refted  condufl,  which  his  Majefty 
conftantiy  held  refpefting  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Europe,  and  particularly 
with  regard  to  France  :  and  which 
made  it  but  too  clear,  that  there 
was  a  determined  defign  to  thwart 
and  irritate  further  the  court  of 
Rufiia.  So  little  attention  and 
condefcenfion  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  to  the  juft 
claims  of  his  Majefty,  and  a  con- 
dutt  fo  decidedly  oppofed  to  any 
defire  of  preferving  a  good  under- 
Handing  between  the  two  ftates, 
fufficiently  demonfi rated  to  Rufiia, 
that  if,  on  the  one  hand,  the  French 
government  attached  apparently 
but  little  value  to  its  relations 
with  her,  and  confequently  fur- 
nifhed  her  with  a  pofitivc  reafon 
for  no  longer  continuing  them; 
on  the  other,  fhe  had  taken  an  in¬ 
variable  refolution  to  adopt  for 
her  conduft,  a  line  abfolutely  con¬ 
trary  to  the  principles  of  juftice 
*  and  the  laws  of  nations,  and  which, 
confequently,  could  not  harmonize 
with  the  fentiments  and  principles 
profeffed by  his  Majefty. 

The  Emperor,  neverthelefs,  was 
willing  to  make  a  final  effort  with 
the  French  government,  and  after 
fo  many  reafons  of  diffatisfatftion, 
he  was  difpofed  to  forget  them 
•whenever  the  above  mentioned  en¬ 
gagements  ('which  were  alfo  de¬ 
tailed  in  the  note  of  the  21ft  of 
Auguft)  fhould  be  fulfilled  ;  which 
had  been  folemnly  entered  into  by 
the  two  governments,  and  fhould 
have  long  fince  been  executed. 

This  laft  effort  having  been  fol¬ 
lowed  by  anevafiveand  unfatisfac- 
tory  anfwer,  full  of  fallacious  im¬ 
putations,  and  which  is  only  re. 


markable  for  the  ftrange  and  unex* 
pe6led  affertion,  f  That  the  Ruffian 
troops  had  taken  pofleflion  of  the 
republic  of  the  Seven  Ifiands,  with¬ 
out  the  concurrence  of  France; 
while  it  is  notorious,  and  the  Mi- 
nifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  muft 
have  it  in  view,  that  this  country, 
which  had  been  firft  evacuated  by 
the  Ruffian  troops,  was  occupied 
by  thofe  drawn  from  the  ftate  of 
Naples,  with  the  confent  of  the 
Porte,  by  the  requeft  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  in  confequence  of  a 
previous  arrangement  with  France  ; 
nothing  further  remains  for  the  un. 
derfigned,  than  to  declare,  that 
all  correfpondence  between  Ruflk 
and  France,  becoming,  by  theie 
means  perfeftly  ufelefs,  muft  now 
ceafe;  and  that  his  Majefty  th< 
Emperor  only  waits  for  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  departure  of  his  Charge 
d’  Affaires  from  Paris,  to  fignify  t( 
the  French  million,  that  it  fhoulc 
quit  his  capital. 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor  having 
nothing  to  reproach  himfelf  witl 
on  this  head  (for  if  it  had  depende* 
on  him,  the  ties  between  the  tw< 
nations,  far  from  being  diffolved 
would  be  drawn  clofer),  fees  him 
felf  with  regret  compelled  to  fu( 
pend  all  relation  with  a  governmen 
which  refufes  to  fulfil  its  engage 
ments,  which  will  not  conform  t 
the  reciprocal  refpeift  nations  ow 
to  each  other,  and  in  regard  t 
which  his  Majefty,  fince  the  re 
newal  of  the  connexion  betwee 
the  two  countries,  has  experience 
increafing  mortification.  Sti 
faithful  to  his  principles,  an 
anxious  to  avoid  the  (bedding  c 
human  blood,  the  Emperor  wi 
confine  himfelf  to  that  refolutio 
which  the  refpe&ive  pofitions  c 
the  two  countries  admit.  Ruffi 
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$nd  France  can  do  without  thofe 
relations,  the  continuance  of  which 
is  only  to  be  warranted  by  reafons 
of  advantage  and  accommodation, 
and  without  which  it  is  better 
that  they  fhould  have  no  con¬ 
nexion.  As  it  is  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  alone  which  has  given 
rife  to  the  prefen t  Hate  of  affairs, 
it  will  alfo  depend  upon  it  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  war  is  to  follow  or 
not.  In  cafe  it  fhail  compel  Ruftia, 
either  by  frefh  injuries,  or  by  pro¬ 
vocations  aimed  againft  her,  or 
againft  her  allies,  or  by  flill  threat¬ 
ening  more  ferioudy  the  fecurity 
and  independence  of  Europe,  his 
Majefty  will  then  manifeft  as  much 
energy  in  employing  thofe  extreme 
meafures,  which  a  juft  defence  re¬ 
quires,  as  he  has  given  proofs  of 
patience,  in  reforting  to  the  ufe  of 
all  the  means  of  moderation  con¬ 
fident  with  rhe  maintenance  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
«rown. 

The  underfigned  having  thus  ful¬ 
filled  the  orders  which  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  court,  requefts,  in 
confequence,  that  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  affairs,  will  be  kind  enough 
to  fend  him,  without  delay,  the 
neceffary  paffports  to  enable  him 
to  quit  France  ;  and  he  embraces 
this  opportunity  of  giving  to  the 
Citizen  Minifter  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  the  affurance  of  his  high  con- 
fideration. 


Verbal  Declaration ,  made  on  the  I  6th 
of  May ,  at  the  Diet  of  Ratifbon , 
by  the  Minifers  for  the  El  eft  or  of 
Baden ,  Brandenburgh ,  and  others , 
relative  to  the  Subjeft  of  the  liuj- 
Jtart  Note • 


The  Eledloral  Legation  has  not 
failed  to  tranfmit  to  the  court 
of  Baden,  and  their  other  princi¬ 
pals,  the  Imperial  Rullian  Note; 
but  have  not  received,  nor  indeed 
could  they  as  vet  receive  any  com¬ 
mands  on  the  fubjedt.  They  con¬ 
ceive,  however,  that  they  may  de¬ 
clare  that  his  Majefty  the  King, 
and  the  other  courts  whom  they 
reprefent,  entertain  a  well  founded 
hope  that  the  Firft  Conful  will 
of  himfelf  be  inclined  (according 
to  the  fentiment  of  the  Bohemian 
and  Auftrian  Minifter)  to  give  a 
full  and  fatisfadtory  explanation  on 
the  fubjedl  that  has  occaftoned  anx¬ 
iety,  and  fuch  as  may  entirely  cor- 
refpond  to  the  expectation  of  his 
Majefty,  the  Emperor  ofRuffia. 


ly  erhnl  Declaration  of  the  M infer  of 
the  E  left  or  of  Baden ,  made  at  the 
Diet  of  Ratjbon ,  July  2,  I  804. 

His  Electoral  Hlghnefs  of  Baden, 
while  he  honours  the  pure  inten¬ 
tions  of  his  Ruffian  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  the  reprefen  cation  which 
he  laid  before  the  Diet  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  on  the  6th  of  May,  and  is  pe. 
netrated  with  thelivelieft  gratitude 
for  the  benevolent  friendfhip  which 
his  Majefty  has  manifefted  for  him¬ 
felf  and  his  Electoral  Houfe,  can¬ 
not  fupprefs  his  profound  grief  that 
the  occurrence  in  queftTon,  which 
took  place  on  his  territory,  (hould 
be  likely  to  produce  difagreeable 
differences  that  may  be  pfodudlive 
of  the  molt  dangerous  confequences 
to  the  peace  of  Germany. 

This  important  consideration, 
added  to  a  full  confidence  in  the 
well-intentioned  fentirnents  of  the 
French  government  and  its  exalted 

head. 
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head,  towards  the  whole  German 
Empire,  fo  lately  envinced  in  the 
mediation  ot  peace,  and  in  the  ex¬ 
planations,  perfectly  fuitable  to 
thefe  femiments,  of  the  occurrence 
in  qadl ion,  his  Electoral  Highnefs 
cannot  hut  molt  earneftly  wifh  that 
the  reprefentations  made  to  the 
D«et  on  the  6i.h  and  14th  of  May, 
may  have  no  farther  confequenc.es, 
and  that  thus  the  prefent  anxiety 
may  be  difpelled,  fince  otherwife 
the  tranquillity  and  welfare  ol  the 
G  rman  Empire,  and  probably  in¬ 
deed  ot  all  Europe,  may  be  again 
difturbed  and  endangered. 


Vote  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  S zve- 
deny  in  the  Deliberations  at  the 
Diet  oj  Ratijbon ,  relative  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  Ruffian  Note  of  the  '"jth  of 
May ,  concerning  the  feizure  of  the 
Duke  D  ’  Enghein .  Dated  Rat  if - 

bon,  July  27,  1804. 

His  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden 
as  Duke  of  interior  Pomerania, 
has  charged  his  Envoy  to  infert 
the  following  vote  in  the  protocol, 
on  the  fubjeH  of  the  declaration  of 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia, 
laid  before  the  Diet  on  the  7  th  of 
May  laft.  His  Majeffy,  who  on 
fo  many  occafions  has  manifefted 
how  much  he  interefts  himfelf  in  the 
affairs  of  the  German  Empire,  could 
not  learn  without  the  great  eft  anx¬ 
iety  and  alarm,  the  events  which 
took  place  in  the  Electorate  of 
Baden  in  the  month  of  March  laft, 
events  by  which  the  territorial 
rights  of  the  German  Empire  are 
flagrantly  violated,  and  its  future 
fecurity  expo^d  to  the  greateft 
danger.  His  Majefty,  therefore, 
thinks  it  the  duty  of  every  mem¬ 


ber  of  the  empire  not  to  conceal 
the  wifh  that  the  French  govern- 
ment  may  give  full  and  fatisfa&ory 
explanations  to  the  Emperor  and 
the  empire,  relative  to  the  faid 
events,  and  fuch  as  may  remove 
all  fears  for  the  future  fecurity  of 
the  Germanic  territory.  As  a 
member  of  the  empire  his  Majefty 
thought  it  his  duty  to  exprefs  thefe 
fentiments  ;  though  he  has  not 
judged  it  necefiary  to  notice  the  oc¬ 
currences  alluded  to  in  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  manner,  in  his  capacity  of 
Guarantee  of  the  peace  of  Weft- 
phalia  and  the  Germannic  confti- 
turion  ;  and  the  lefs  fo  fince  his 
Majefty  could  not  doubt  that  a 
power  which  had  formerly  fhared 
with  Sweden  in  the  labour  and  glo¬ 
ry  of  co-operating  to  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  laws,  and  of  order  and 
fecurity  in  the  Empire,  would  be 
convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  main¬ 
taining  obje&s  fo  important  unim¬ 
paired  and  inviolate. 


Order  ijfued  by  the  Court  Chancellor 
at  Stockholm  on  the  nth  September } 
l  804. 

\ 

His  Majefty  the  King  has  been 
pleafed  to  ft  form  me,  by  his  gra¬ 
cious  letter  of  the  26th  of  Auguft, 
that  for  a  long  time  the  prevalent 
tone  of  moil  French  Journals  and 
daily  papers  has  been  marked  by  a 
want  of  due  refpeft  for  Kings  and 
Princes,  and  for  every  lawful  Go¬ 
vernment  ;  that  this  infolence,  fo 
worthy  of  chaftifement,  has  con- 
ti  ued  to  increafe,  and  the  confe- 
quences  thereol  have  lately  appear¬ 
ed  in  one  of  the  newfpapers  moft 
generally  known,  which  has  dared 
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to  infert  expreffions  attacking  the 
King’s  exalted  perfon,  and,  confe- 
quently,  the  dignity  of  the  Empire  ; 
and  as  this  cannot  be  paffed  over 
without  animadverfion,  his  Majef- 
ty  has  been  pleafed  to  order  : 

I.  That  from  the  hour  when 
this  notification  is  made  public, 
the  importation  into  the  Swedifh 
empire,  and  the  provinces  belong¬ 
ing  thereto,  of  French  Journals, 
Weekly  Magazines,  and  Daily 
Papers,  is  fir  icily  prohibited  ;  and 
that  no  exception  can  be  granted 
OfT  demanded. 

II.  That  all  importation  of 
books  and  writing?,  which  may  be 
printed  in  France  in  future,  is  like- 
wife  prohibited  ;  thofe,  however, 
which  have  already  appeared,  are 
not  included,  provided  their  con¬ 
tents  be  not  contrary  to  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  ordinances  dill  in 
force  ;  but,  with  refpeft  to  French 
books,  which  may  be  publifhed  in 
future, exceptions  may  be  admitted, 
if  an  humble  requed  be  made  for 
the  purpofe  through  the  office  of 
the  King’s  court  of  Chancery. 

In  eonfequence  whereof,  I  am 
required  to  publifh  this  gracious 
command  and  ordinance  of  his  Ma¬ 
jedy  the  King,  that  all  people  may 
conform  themfelves  thereto. 

(Ex Officio)  “  C.  B.  Zibet. 

u  A.  D,  HummeL. 

-  -  . -  ■ 

Note  tranfmitted  by  Order  of  his  S~ive~ 
dijh  Majefty  to  M.  Gaidar d ,  the 
drench  Charge  d’ Affaires  at  Stock- 
hol?n}  Sept.  7,  1804. 

His  Majedy  the  King  of  Swe¬ 
den  has  received  a  report  of  the 
improper,  the  infolent,  and  the  ri¬ 
diculous  obfervations  which  Mon- 


fieur  Napoleon  Bonaparte  has  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  inferted  in  his  Moni- 
teur  of  the  14th  of  Augud,  under 
the  article  Ratifbon. 

The  tone,  the  dile,  and  even  the 
fubjedf,  of  this  article,  are  all  of 
fo extraordinary  a  nature,  that  his 
Majedy  h  is  been  yet  hardly  able 
to  comprehend  rheobjedl  of  fuch  an 
adl  of  political  extravagance.  If 
it  has  been  done  in  the  hop?  of  mil¬ 
leading  the  public  as  to  the  condudl 
of  his  Majedy,  as  it  appears  from 
the  uncommon  pains  that  are  taken 
to  draw  a  line  of  feparation  between 
his  Majedy  and  his  fubjecis,  let 
the  world  underhand,  that  any  in— 
digation  to  that  ededl  never  could 
have  been  lefs  likely  to  fucceed 
than  at  this  moment,  or  than  it  al¬ 
ways  will,  with  a  people  whole  in- 
tereds  are  bound  up  with  thofeof  a 
fovereign,  who  has  never  feparated 
his  profperity  from  theirs,  and  who 
never  feels  fo  happy  as  when  he 
contributes  to  the  glory  and  to  the 
happinefs  of  his  fubjedfs. 

As  his  Majed  /  cannot,  confid¬ 
ently  With  his  own  dignity,  or  the 
honour  of  his  Crown,  permit  any 
official  intercourse,  after  fuch  an 
inful t,  he  h  is  ordered  me,  Sir,  to 
communicate  to  you,  that,  from 
this  day,  all  diplomatic  inter- 
courfe  of  every  kind,  both  pri¬ 
vate  and  public,  is  immediately 
to  ceafe  between  die  French  Lega¬ 
tion  at  Stockholm  and  his  Majedy’s 
government. 

As  a  fentence  in  the  article  above 
mentioned  feems  to  imply  that  the 
French  government  is  difpofed  to 
admit  that  the  continuance  of  the 
commercial  intercourfe  between 
Sweden  and  France  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  advantages,  his 
Majedy,  on  his  part,  is  willing  to 
permit  the  fame,  from  thofe  fend- 

tnents 
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ments  which  he  has  inherited  from 
his  anceftors,  and  which  owe  their 
origin  to  far  happier  times. 

(Signed)  T.  D.  Ehrenheim. 


Official  Declaration  cf  the  Emperor 
Jentto  the  Deputy  of  the  Equejlrian 

Order  of  Franconia , 

The  underfigned,  Vice  Chan¬ 
cellor  ol  the  empire,  has  laid  before 
his  Imperial  Majefty  the  moft  hum¬ 
ble  addrefs,  in  which  the  thirteen 
members  of  the  Equeftrian  Order  of 
Franconia,  fummoned  to  Bamberg 
the  19th  of  November  by  the  Ba- 
varo  Palatine  government,  have 
given  an  account  of  the  remarkable 
events  of  that  day. 

His  Majefty  has  feen,  with  plea- 
fure,  by  that  addrefs,  that  the  faid 
members  of  the  Equeftrian  order, 
regarding  as  they  ought  the  inten¬ 
tions  manifefted  of  the  date  of  the 
3d  of  laft  month,  and  guided  by 
that  fentiment  of  attachment  to 
their  fupreme  chief  which  they 
have  inherited  from  their  anceftors, 
have  remained  faithful  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  empire  ;  and  that,  con¬ 
ducting  themfelves  as  brave  and 
loyal  Germans,  neither  the  menaces 
nor  the  attacks  actually  made,  have 
been  able  to  turn  them  from  the  ob¬ 
ligations  which  they  have  contrac¬ 
ted  by  oath,  nor  from  the  conftitu- 
tion  which  has  fublifted  until  the 
prefent  moment,  and  has  been  fo- 
lemnly  fan&ioned  by  the  laft  decree 
of  the  empire. 

His  Majefty,  in  his  quality  as 
Supreme  Chief  and  defender  of  the 
rights  of  the  Germanic  League,  has 
oppofed  an  energetic  interference, 
addrefled  tp  his  Eleftoral  Highnefs 
the  elector  of  Bavaria,  formally  de¬ 


manding  that  the flatus  quo,  relative 
to  the  Equeftrian  Order,  ftiould  be 
re-eftablifhed  in  all  its  relations* 
fuch  as  it  exifted  before  his  High¬ 
nefs  took  pofteffion  of  the  countries 
afligned  to  him  as  indemnities,  and 
fuch  as  it  has  been  folemnly  guaran¬ 
teed  by  the  laft  decree  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Diet ;  that  it  ftiould  not  be 
troubled  again  jn  future  with  arbi¬ 
trary  fteps  and  meafures,  and  that 
for  the  particular  differences  that 
might  exift,  his  Highnefs  would 
never  iofe  fight  of  what  is  pre- 
feribed  by  the  decree  of  the  empire 
of  1753.  That  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  expeCfed  from  the  character 
of  the  Eletftor,  from  his  wifdom 
and  his  love  of  juftice,  that  after 
having  weighed  with  coolnefs  this 
requeft  of  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
founded  entirely  upon  the  laws  and 
the  conftitution,  he  would  feel  no 
difficulty  tofatisfy  them  Complete¬ 
ly,  fo  much  the  more,  as  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emperor  is  firmly  refolved 
in  his  quality  as  Supreme  Chief, 
and  conformably  with  his  duty,  to 
maintain  the  tranquillity  of  the 
empire,  to  proteCt,  by  ulterior  mea¬ 
fures,  the  immediate  Equeftrian 
order  againft  all  violence  and  op. 
preffion. 

The  Underfigned,  Vice  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  empire,  has  the  honour 
to  communicate  this  fupreme  de- 
cifion  to  the  Envoy  of  the  Equef¬ 
trian  Order,  in  order  that  he  may 
communicate  it  to  hia  companions^ 
and  that  they  may  find  in  it  new 
encouragement  to  continue  invaria. 
bly  in  the  glorious  ftrmnefs  which 
they  have  difplayed,  and  in  their  at. 
tachment  to  the  Supreme  chief  anc 
to  the  Conftitution.  (Signed) 

PRINCE  DE  COLLEROI'O  MANS¬ 
FIELD. 

Vienna,  Dec,  3. 
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Declaration  given  in  to  the  Diet  at 
Ratijhon ,  by  the  tvjo  Comitial  Mi~ 
nifters  of  the  Court  of  Vic?ma)  oil 
the  3 oth of  January y  1804* 

The  numerous  infringements 
which,  fince  the  occupation  of  the 
countries  affigned  as  indemnities, 
have  been  made  by  feveral  dates  of 
the;  empire,  in  the  rights  and  the 
immediacy  of  the  Equedrian  Or¬ 
der  and  its  members,  have  for  a  lonp- 
time  excited  the  attention  of  Ger¬ 
many. 

His  Imperial  Majefty,  as  fu- 
preme  Chief  of  the  Empire,  and 
agreeably  to  the  obligation  under 
which  he  lies  to  maintain  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  Diet,  as  well  as  order 
and  tranquillity,  has  already  en¬ 
deavoured,  as  is  well  known,  by 
paternal  exhortations,  to  put  a  flop 
to  meafures  contrary  to  the  date  of 
poffeffion,  and  to  the  laws  which 
have  been  purfued  in  regard  to  the 
Equedrian  Order  and  its  members, 
and  to  re-eftablifh  things  on  their 
legal  footing.  Thefe  efforts  of  his 
Imperial  Majedy  have  not  pro¬ 
duced  that  effeft  which  he  had  a 
right  to  expedl.  The  infringe¬ 
ments,  on  the  contrary,  have  be¬ 
come  more  general  and  more  op- 
predive,  and  theconfequences  in  the 
interior  of  the  empire  has  been 
events  which  mud  neceffarily  en- 

J 

danger  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
bring  on  abfolute  oppreffion  of  the 
Equedrian  Order ;  the  exidence 
and"  rights  of  which  are_j  however, 
equal  to  thofe  of  all  the  dates  of  the 
empire,  and  have  been  fecured,  as 
well  as  the  conditution  itfelf,  by 
the  peace  ot  Weftphalia*  by  the  old 
and  new  decrees  of  the  diet,  and 
particularly  by  the  lad  decree  of 
the  empire, 

Vol.  XLVE  or  Vox,*  IV.  Ne 


At  the  requedof  the  general  di¬ 
rectory  of  the  Equedrian  Order  in 
the  Aulic  council  of  the  empire,  as 
a  condi rational  authority,  there 
was1  i ffued,  on  the  23d  of  January, 
by  this  fupreme  tribunal,  a  confer - 
vatoriu?ny  for  the  protection  of  the 
Equedrian  Order  againd  all  en¬ 
croachments,  which  might  in  fu¬ 
ture  be  attempted,  and  for  the  re- 
edabiifhment  of  that  order  in  the 
date  in  which  it  was  before  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  the  countries  afligned 
as  indemnities.  The  execution  of 
this  fentencO  is  referred  to  the  elec¬ 
tor,  the  Arch-Chancellor;  the 
Electors  of  Saxony  and  Baden,  and 
to  his  Imperial  Majedy  himfelf  in 
his  quality  of  Archduke  of  Auftria* 
with  the  claufe,  each  individually, 
and  all  collectively^ 

His  Imperial  Majedy,  in  his  qua¬ 
lity  as  a  date  of  the  empire,  is  ani- 
matedwitha  fincere  dedre  of  contri¬ 
buting,  according  to  his  drength, 
to  the  maintenance  of  judice  in  the 
empire,  as  well  as  of  the  public 
fafety  and  tranquillity,  and  of  the 
fecurityof  the  German  conditution, 
and  he  enjoins  his  miniders  to  make 
a  declaration  on  this  fubjedl  to  the 
general  diet. 

Declaration  of  his  P ruffian  Mtijefya 

His  Majedy,  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  has  obferved  with  attention  and 
intcred  the  events  which  have  taken 
place  for  fome  time  pad  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  empire  and  in  the  heart 
of  Germany,  in  regard  to  the  pof- 
feffions  ol  the  members  of  the  Equef- 
trian  Order,  It  would  have  been 
of  great  advantage  if  in  the  recefs 
of  the  Deputation  of  the  empire  it 
had  been  poffible  to  edablidi  a  re¬ 
gulation,  or  fixed  rule  for  infuring 
the  future  relations  of  the  Equef- 
See.i  ks-,  *  T  trian 


’i 


f 


#74l 


* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  iso*. 


trian  Order,  in  a  manner  fo  as  to 
reconcile  a  regard  for  the -rights  of 
all  with  the  new  fnuation  of  things, 
the  new  wants,  and  the  real  good 
of  the  empire. 

If  the  ecclefiaftieal  hates  fecula- 
rifed  have  palled  into  the  hands  of 
new  poffeffors,  not  only  with  the 
rights  really  exercifed,  but  alfo 
with  their  pretenftons  ;  and  if  rhefe 
governments  formerly  ecclefiaftic 
according  to  their  nature  and  or- 
ganifation,  and  according  to  the  in- 
tereft,  merely  perfonal,  of  their 
ecclefiaftical  favereigns,  can  have 
feen  with  Indifference  the  efforts  of 
the  Equeftrian  Order  to  extend  its 
territorial  independence,  and  its  im¬ 
mediacy,  the  new  poffeffors  as  fo- 
vereign  and  hereditary  laics,  may 
have  brought  with  them  new  inte- 
refts,  and  may  have  eonfidered 
things  under  a  different  point  of 
view.  They  muft  and  ought  to 
have  found  themfelves  differently 
obliged  to  claim  rights,  which 
might  be  eonfidered  as  real  and  an¬ 
cient  integrant  parts  of  their  fhare 
of  the  indemnity- — rights  which 
could  not  be  weakened  but  by  neg¬ 
ligence  and  by  encroachments  made 
at  a  former  period. 

AroufecT  by  fuch  an  event,  the 
other  poffeffors  of  the  ancient  lay 
countries,  where  fimilar  relations, 
equally  hurtful  to  their  rights  and 
to  their  adminiftration  exifted,  have 
begun  to  bring  forward  their  preten- 
fions.  Hence  it  has  happened  that 
almoft  at  the  fame  time  feveral  of 
the  moil  diftinguifhed  dates  of  the 
empire,  fuch  as  the  Eleftor  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  the  prince  of  Fulda,  the 
elector  of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  the 
duke  of  Saxe  Meinungen,  and  other 
princes,  have  all  tended  to  the  fame 
object.  Thefe  princes  have  form¬ 
ed'  claims  to  the  villages  and  lands 


of  the  Equeftrian  Order  lying  with¬ 
in  the  territory,  orfituated  on  their 
frontiers,  both  becaufe  thefe  pof- 
feftions  formerly  made  an  integrant 
part  of  their  countries,  and  becaufe 
they  are  ftill  in  relation  with  the 
latter  by  their  geographical  por¬ 
tion,  by  the  feudal  law,  by  the  du¬ 
ties  and  rights  of  Jurifdidion,  and 
other  connexions,  which  as  ancient 
fources,  muft  ftill  be  eonfidered  as 
indications  of  Sovereignty.  They 
have  confeqnently  thought  them- 
felves  authorized  to  replace  under 
their  fovereignty  thefe  places  and 
lands,  and  to  caufe  to  be  announced 
by  patent,  the  poffeffion  they  have 
taken  of  them  by  fending  thither 
military  detachments.  Hitherto 
no  uniform  and  certain  principles 
have  been  eftablifhed  or  followed 
and  not  only  have  conteftations 
arifen  among  the  fovereigns  and 
perfons  of  the  Equeftrian  Order^ 
who  have  been  expofed  to  encroach¬ 
ments  :  but  differences  have  broken 
out  between  one  fovereign  and 

O 

another,  in  regard  to  the  limits 
of  their  refpeetive  territorial  jurif- 

diffions. 

A  Juridical  examination  and  in- 
ftruffion  in  regard  to  this  obieci 
having  been  infufficient,  becaufe 
the  organization  of  the  circles  is 
not  yet  completed  ;  the  queftion  is 
to  know,  whether  or  in  what  man¬ 
ner  the  tribunals  ol  the  empire 
ought  to  interfere  in  this  affair  l 
The  whole  G  ennanic  body  parti¬ 
cipates  in  the  regret  excited  by  this 
ftate  of  things,  and  by  the  anar¬ 
chical  crifts  which  threatens,  in  fo 
great  a  number  of  places,  the  pro¬ 
perty  and  fubjeffs  of  the  empire. 
If  every  one  is  convinced  that  this 
crifis  cannot  be  of  long  duration, 
but  that  mealures  ought  fpecdjly  to 
be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  it k 
&  is. 
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is  the  more  indifpenfably  neceffary 
to  think  of  the  means  of  accom- 
plilhing  this  end  ;  the  affair  has 
become  too  important  and  too  ge¬ 
neral  to  be  difcuffed  by  the  tribu¬ 
nals  of  the  empire. 

It  cannot  be  diffembled,  that  in 
the  date  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
empire  are  at  prefent,  the  difpofi- 
•tions  of  thefe  tribunals  would 
never  operate  but  in  a  partial  man¬ 
ner,  and  would  never  be  any  thing 
but  palliatives.  The  collifions  in 
queftion  are,  indeed,  too  complex 
and  too  extenlive  ;  they  lead  too 
immediately  to  general  complaints 
on  the  part  of  the  dates  ;  they  are 
even  too  intimately  connected  with 
the  affair  of  the  indemnities,  and 
they  have  dill  too  much  need  of 
general  principles,  well  determined, 
and  which  may  accord  with  the 
new  dtuation  of  the  empire,  for  a 
juridical  procedure  to  be  proper  and 
fufficient. 

His  Majedy  can  never  fee,  with 
indifference,  advantage  taken  of 
this  opportunity  to  fpread  by  pro¬ 
cedures  dividon  in  the  empire,  and 
by  thefe  means  to  accomplifh  fome 
political  object. 

His  Majedy  cannot  either  per¬ 
mit  that  his  mod  powerful  co-ef- 
tates  fhould  be  weakened, by  taking 
away  for  no  end  of  the  vaffals  and 
property  of  the  Equedrian  Order. 

His  Majedy  guided  by  condi- 
tutional  fentiments,  is,  confequent- 
3y,  of  opinion,  that  there  can  be 
no  means  furer  and  more  proper  than 
to  fubmit  to  the  diet  this  objedt, 
which  is  equally  important  to  the 
fafety  and  tranquillity  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  members  of  the  empire  ;  in 
order,  that  in  the  deliberations 
-which  may  take  place,  there  fhall 
be  edablifhed  general  principles  in 
concert  with  all  the  dates*  and 


particularly  with  thofe  intereded, 
that  the  latter  may  regulate  their 
conduiff  accordingly. 

His  Majedy  has  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pert  that  the  dates  of  the  empire, 
who  have  recei  ved  from  him  tn  rhe 
mod  important  affairs  an  affiftance 
fo  effectual,  and  on  the  continuation 
of  which  they  may  depend,  will 
acknowledge  his  good  intentions 
in  the  complex  affair  in  quedion, 
and  will  regulate  themfelves  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  counfels. 

In  his  patriotic  ihlicitude,  and  the 
affliction  he  experiences  in  regard 
to  the  differences  which  have  al¬ 
ready  taken  place,  and  which  may- 
dill  occur,  his  Majedy  cannot  help 
exprefling  an  ardent  wifn,  and  pofi- 
tively  requiring  that  all  the  dates, 
and  particularly  thofe  who  are  in- 
tereded  in  the  relations  of  the 
Equedrian  Order,  will  concert 
among  themfelves  and  determine 
above  all,  in  the  mod  precife  man¬ 
ner,  by  means  of  a  regular  delibe¬ 
ration  of  the  Diet,  the  general 
principles  to  be  obferved  in  regard 
to  thefe  relations,  as  is  required  by 
the  effential  rights  of  thofe  inte- 
reded  by  the  new  dtuation  of  the 
empire,  and  the  need  of  confoli- 
dating  more  and  more  its  internal 
force,  that  thofe  who  are  injured 
may  regulate  their  condudl  accord¬ 
ingly  ;  and  that  the  dates  between 
whom  differ  nces  have  arifen,  may 
terminate  them  in  an  amicable  man¬ 
ner,  according  to  this  balls  * 

His  Majedy,  in  judging  this 
meafure  effential  for  maintaining 
internal  tranquillity,  mud  require 
alfo,  that  in  the  interval,  and  un¬ 
til  the  diet  has  come  to  fome  deter¬ 
mination  on  this  fubjedt,  the  pre- 
fent flatus  quo  (hall  be  provisionally 
maintained,  with  refpedt  to  every 
thing  hitherto  done,  in  regard  to 
*  T  2  the 
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the  pofteffions  of  the  Equeftrian  Or¬ 
der  ;  that  in  the  mean  time  the  mi¬ 
litary  detachments  fh all  be  recalled 
to  their  garrifons,  the  meafures  of 
execution  every  where  fufpended, 
and  that  the  prefent  hate  of  things 
fhall  receive  no  extent,  in  order 
that  farther  coilifions  may  be  pre- 
Ten  ted. 

His  Majefty,  for  the  prefent, 
will  abftain  from  any  declaration 
on  the  principles  to  be  eftablifhed, 
and  will  in  no  manner  anticipate 
the  future  deliberations  In  fhe 
mean- time  he  will  perfid  in  the 
principles  which  he  is  authorized 
to  carry  into  efteft,  in  his  princi¬ 
palities  of  Franconia,  againft  the 
members  of  the  Equeftrian  Order* 
who  are  there  domiciliated. 


Memorial  of  the  D  ruffian  M infer 
prefented  to  the  Didature  of  the 
Diet  of  RatiJhons  dated  March 

27,  1  804. 

His  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruffia 
is  informed  that  the  two  high  pow¬ 
ers,  to  whofe  amicable  mediation 
Germany  is  indebted  for  the  falu- 
tary  arrangement  refpefting  the  af¬ 
fair  of  the  indemnities,  are  ready 
again  to  older  to  the  Germanic  em¬ 
pire  their  intervention  in  regard  to 
the  numerous  difficulties  and  diffen- 
tions  to  which  the  execution  of  the 
lad  recefs  of  the  deputation  of  the 
empire  gave  rife,  and  particularly 
concerning  the  immediate  nobility, 
and  that  an  overture  on  this  fub- 
jeft  has  already  been  made  to  the 
diet  on  the  part  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  his  Majefty  confequent- 
ly  thinks  that  he  can  no  longer  de¬ 
fer  explaining  with  opennefs,  to  his 
high  co-eftates  of  the  empire,  his 


opinion  on  this  overture,  and  in 
general  on  the  turn  which  things 
have  taken. 

In  the  memorial  delivered  on 
this  fubjeft,  on  the  26th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  lad,  to  the  general  diet  of  the 
empire,  it  was  recommended  as  the 
bed  expedient,  and  as  the  wifh 
emitted  in  the  propofal  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty — ‘f  That,  in  order  to  eftablifh 
general  principles,  fuited  to  the 
future  relation  between  the  Equef- 
trian  Body  and  the  territorial  fove- 
reigns,  the  affair  fhould  be  car¬ 
ried  to  the  diet,  and  fubmitted  to  a 
common  comitial  deliberation,  and 
that  in  the  mean  time,  the  princes, 
who  had  proceeded  to  the  aft  of 
taking  poffeffion,  in  regard  to  the 
Equeftrian  property,  fhould  be 
compelled  to  fufpend  all  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings.  A  declaration  was  at 
the  fame  time  added,  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  could  not  fee,  with 
tranquillity,  advantage  taken  of 
this  opportunity  to  foment  diffen- 
tions  in  the  empire  by  forms  of 
procedure,  and  to  accomplifh  cer¬ 
tain  political  objefts.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  remains  invariably  attached 
tq  this  opinion  and  thefe  views, 
even  after  what  has  long  palled. 

Even  at  the  period  of  the  faid 
comitial  declaration  and  before  it 
was  made,  his  Majefty  had  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  fame  purpofe,  over¬ 
tures,  counfels,  and  amicable  invi¬ 
tations,  to  the  courts  with  which  he 
is  moft  intimately  connefted,  and 
particularly  to  thofe  which  are  di- 
reftly  interefted  in  this  affair. 
While  his  Majefty  had  reafon  to 
hope  for  a  better  effeft  from  thefe 
fteps,  theconclufion  of  the  Imperial 
Aulic  Counfel  of  the  empire,  which 
is  generally  known,  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  ordering  to  the  princes 
interefted  in  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
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the  ancient  ftate  of  the  Equeftrian 
poffeffions,and  decreeing, at  the  fame 
time,  a  Commiflion  of  Confervation 
to  the  Archducal  houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  to  three  other  electors  of  the 
empire,  with  the  claufe  of  con¬ 
jointly  and  Separately,  by  which 
each  of  them  is  furnifhed  with  the 
full  powers  given  by  the  Commif¬ 
lion  to  all. 

By  declarations  made  on  the 
part  of  his  highnefs  the  elector  of 
Bavaria,  and  the  example  he  has 
given,  and  which,  according  to  the 
counfel  of  his  Majefty,  has  been 
already  followed,  or  will  be,  by 
the  princes  who  are  in  the  fame 
limitation  ;  things  have  been,  in  the 
mean-time,  re-eftablifhed  in  a 
manner  which  could  alone  be  the 
objeCt  of  the  aulic  council  of  the 
empire,  which  has  no  longer  a 
right  to  give  to  its  fentence  an  effect 
farther  comminatory.  This  hate 
of  things  then  does  not  permit  his 
Majefty  to  delay  any  longer  to 
make  known  his  opinion  to  the 
Commiflion  of  Confervation  which 
has  been  decreed. 

His  Majefty  the  King  confe- 
qu  ntly  declares,  that  he  referves, 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  his 
rights,  all  thofe  of  the  States  which 
are  united  in  the  fame  principles 
with  him,  and  the  intereft  of  the  em¬ 
pire  in  gen  ral,againft  the  felf- titled 
commiflion  of  confervation,  which 
the  aulic  council  of  the  empire  may 
have  iflfued  in  this  complex,  and 
very  important  affair,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  fit  for  a  comitial  delibera- 
tion  ;  efpecially  as  it  unconftituti- 
onaliy  paffes  over  in  filence  his  faid 
Majefty  in  regard  to  thofe  circles, 
the  directory  of  which  he  exer- 
cifes  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
introduces  the  Archducal  houfe  of 
Auftria,  which  is  thus,  ia  one 


caufe,  conftifuteda  party  in  regard 
to  his  own  relations  in  Suabia, 
and  as  a  Judge  and  Executive 
power. 

His  Majefty  the  King,  repeating 
the  declaration,  that  he  can  never 
fee,  with  tranquillity,  advantage 
taken  of  this  opportunity  to  fo¬ 
ment  diffentions  in  the  empire,-  by- 
forms  of  procedure,  and  to  accom- 
plifh  certain  political  views,  in¬ 
vites,  at  the  fame  time,  all  his  high 
co-eftates  to  accept  with  confi¬ 
dence  the  mediation  offered  by  the 
two  high  powers,  Ruffia  and 
France,  chiefly  to  regulate  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  regard  to  the  Equef- 
trian  Order,  and  to  furnifh  their 
minifters  with  the  neceffary  inftruc- 
tions  to  take  advantage  of  it  in  the 
refidence  of  the  general  diet  of  the 
empire,  by  the  way  of  a  comitial 
de!iberation,  to  be  opened  as  foot* 
as  poftible. 


Convention  concluded  between  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  oj  the  French 
d?id  the  reigning  C  .  unt  of  Bentheim 
Steinfurth .  Dated  at  Paris ,  May , 

12,  1804. 

Art.  I.  His  Excellency  the 
reigning  count  of  Bentheim  (hall, 
with  all  the  cuftomary  and  proper 
forms  ufual  in  Germany,  be  put  in 
poffeflion  of  the  country  of  Ben¬ 
theim  immediately  on  paying  into 
the  Hanoverian  treafury  the  Turn  of 
800,000  livres,  which  without  th& 
deductions,  which  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  refigns,  is  the  original 
fum  for  which  the  County  is 
pledged. 

Art.  II.  The  French  govern¬ 
ment  guarantees  to  the  Count 
Bentheim  Sninfurth  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  fall  force  of  this  conven- 
*  T  3  tion 
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tion,  whatever  may  be  the  future 
fate  of  the  Hanoverian  Territory. 

Ratification.  His  Majefty  the 
Emperor  approves  and  ratifies  the 
above  convention,  which  was  fign- 
ed  and  ratified  on  the  2zd  of  Flo- 
real,  of  the  year  12,  by  Charles 
Morice  Talleyrand,  our  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  provided  with 
full  powers  lor  that  piirpofe,  and 
Count  Louis,  reigning  Count  ot 
Bentheim. 

Given  at  St.  Cloud, 
the  2d  Prairial  (2 2d 
May. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 

Note  lately  delivered  to  the  Diet  of 
ef  Rat  fib  on,  hy  the  King  of  Great 
Britain’s  Ele d oral  Envoy ,  Baron 
Von  Re  din ,  relative  to  the  G  Glint y 
of  Bentheim. 

His  Britannic  Majefty  and  elec¬ 
toral  Highnefs  of  Brunfwick  Lu- 
nenburgh,  having  learned  that  the 
Count  Bentheim  Steinfurth,  has  in 
the  courfe  of  the  preceding  fu na¬ 
me  r,  attempted  to  avail  himfelf  of 
the  unexampled  invafion  by  the 
French,  of  the  territory  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  German  empire,  and  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  his  Britannic  Majef- 
ty,  as  elector  of  Brunfwick  and 
Lunenburgh,  in  order,  unjuftly,  to 
appropriate  to  himfelf  the  county 
of  Bentheim,  which,  as  is  well 
known,  is  pofieiTed  by  his  Majef- 
ty  as  a  fecurity.  Not  being  able 
to  fucceed  in  the  attempt,  Count 
Bentheim  Steinfurth,  according 
to  every  appearance,  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  negotiation  with  the 
French  government,  to  obtain  for 
himfelf,  in  the  mod:  fhamelefs  and 
unjuft  inaqner,  the  above-mention¬ 


ed  fecurity,  which  was  made  with 
the  full  confent  and  concurrence  of 
the  houfe  of  Bentheim  Steinfurth, 
and  the  validity  of  winch  was  never 
difputed  by  the  prefent  Count. 

His  Britannic  Majefty  might 
have  left  this  injurious  tranfaftion 
to  its  own  nullity  and  invalidity  5 
but  he  has  rather  chofen  explicitly 
to  declare,  as  he  has  already  pub¬ 
licly  made  known  his  determination 
with  refpeH  to  all  loans  of  money, 
that  he  will  not  acknowledge  any 
negociations  or  treaties  that  may 
be  entered  into  without  his  confent, 
relative  to  the  county  of  Bentheim, 
but  will  affert  his  juft  claims  and 
rights  agatnft  theCount  of  Bentheim 
Steinfurth. 


Decree  of  the  Council  of  State  at 

Vienna.  Dated  Vienna ,  l  ith 

Augufij  1804. 

His  Royal,  Imperial,  Apofto- 
lical  Majefty  arrived  in  this  city 
on  the  10th  inftant,  from  Baden, 
to  aftift  at  an  extraordinary  con¬ 
ference  of  State,  at  which  were  pre¬ 
fent  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles,  the  Archduke  Pala¬ 
tine  of  Hungary,  the  Chancellor 
of  Hungary,  that  of  Bohemia  and 
Auftria,  that  of  Tranfylvania,  the 
Tavernicus  of  Hungary,  and  the 
prefident  of  the  chamber  of  finan¬ 
ces  and  of  the  bank. 

In  confequence  of  the  fupreme 
determination  which  has  been  de¬ 
clared  in  this  council  ©f  date,  the 
following  Patent  is  publifhed 

PATENT. 

We,  Francis  II,  by  the  grace 
of  Go,dj  elected  Emperor  of  the 

Romans,, 
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Homans,  always  auguft,  King  of 
Germany,  of  Hungary,  and  Bohe¬ 
mia,  of  Gallicia,  Lodomeria,  &c. 
Archduke  of  Auftria,  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  and  Lorraine,  Grand  Duke 
of  Tufcany,  See.  See. 

Though  we  have  already  attain- 

O 

ed,  by  the  divine  will,  and  by  the 
choice  of  the  EleHors  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  and  Germanic  empire,  to  a 
dignity  which  leaves  no  room  to 
defire  any  augmentation  of  titles 
and  confideration,  it  is,  however, 
our  duty,  in  our  quality  of  Chief 
of  the  Auftrian  Houfe  and  Monar¬ 
chy,  to  pro  videior  the  maintenance 
and  prefervation  of  that  equality 
of  hereditary  titles  and  dignities 
with  the  fir  ft  fovereigns  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  Europe,  which  belongs  to 
the  fovereigns  of  Auftria,  both  on 
account  of  the  ancient  luftre  of  the 
Houfe,  and  regard  to  the  extent  arid 
population  of  their  eftates,  compre¬ 
hending  independent  kingdoms  and 
principalities  fo  ccnfiderable,  and 
which  have  been  fecured  to  them 
by  pofTeflion,  agreeably  to  the 
right  of  nations  and  by  treaties. 
To  eftablifh,  in  a  durable  manner, 
this  perfect  equality  of  rank,  we 
have  determined,  and  think  our- 
felves  authorized,  after  the  exam¬ 
ple  which  has  been  given  ns  in  the 
preceding  century  by  the  Imperial 
court  of  Ruffia,  and  that  which  is 
n-ow  given  to  us  by  the  new  fove- 
reio-n  of  France,  to  confer  alfo  on 

O  . 

the  houfe  of  Auftria,  as  far  as  it  re¬ 
lates  to  its  independent  ftates,  the 
hereditary  title  of  “  Emperor. ” 
We  have  therefore  refolved,  after 
mature  reflection,  folenmly  to  af- 
fume  and  eftablifh,  for  us,  and  for 
our  fucceflfors,  in  the  unalterable 
pofTeflion  of  our  independent  king¬ 
doms  and  ftates,  the  title  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  “  hereditary  Emperor  of 
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Auftria,”  (as  the  denomination  of 
our  houfe),  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
all  our  kingdoms,  principalities, and 
provinces,  fhall  invariably  retain 
the  titles,  conflitutions,  preroga¬ 
tives,  and  relations,  which  they 
have  hitherto  enjoyed. 

According  to  the  fupreme  de- 
cifion  and  declaration,  we  decree 
and  enaift- — 

I.  That  immediately  after  our 
tide  of  elecled  Emperor  of  the 
Romans  fhall  be  inferred  that  of 
hereditary  Emperor  of  Auftria; 
after  which  fhall  follow  our  titles 
of  King  of  Germany,  Bohemia, 
Hungary,  &c. ;  then  thofe  of  Arch¬ 
duke  of  Auftria,  Duke  of  Styria, 
&c„,  and  thofe  of  the  other  heredi¬ 
tary  countries.  But  as,  fince  our 
accefllon  to  the  throne,  there  have 
fucceffively  taken  place,  in  the  pof- 
feflions  of  our  houfe,  feveral  chan-  , 
ges,  which  have  been  confirmed  by 
folemn  treaties,  we  at  the  fame 
time  make  known  the  undermen¬ 
tioned  titles,  newly  regulated  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefen  t  ft  ate  of 
things  ;  and  our  will  is,  that  they 
be  introduced  and  employed  in'  fu¬ 
ture.  ' 

II.  The  title  of  Imperial  prince 
and  imperial  princefs  fhall  be  given 
and  conferred  with  that  of  Arch¬ 
duke  and  Archduchefs,  as  well  as 
of  Royal  Highnefs,  to  our  defend¬ 
ants  of  both  fexes,  and  to  thofe  of 
our  fucceffors  in  the  fovereignty  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

III.  As  all  our  kingdoms  and 
other  poflefflons  muft  retain,  with¬ 
out  reftriction,  their  prefent  deno¬ 
minations  and  relations,  this  is  un- 
derftood  in  particular  of  our  king¬ 
dom  of  Hungary,  and  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  which  are  united  to  if,  and 
alfo  of  fuoh  of  our  hereditary  ftates 
as  have  hitherto  been  in  immediate 
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relation  with  the  Germanic  empire 
which  ought  in  future  to  preferve 
the  fame  relations  with  it,  agreea¬ 
bly  to  the  privileges  granted  to  our 
Houfe  by  the  Emperors  our  prede- 
ceffors. 

IV.  We  referve  to  ourfelves  the 
right  of  determining  hereafter  the 
folemniries  which  {hall  take  place 
at  our  coronation,  and  that  of  our 
fucceffors,  as  hereditary  Emperor. 
Thole,  however,  which  were  prac¬ 
ticed  at  our  coronation,  and  at 
that  of  our  predeceffors,  as  king 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  {hall 
continue  to  fubfift  in  future  with¬ 
out  any  change. 

V.  This  declaration  and  ordi¬ 
nance  {hall  be  publiflied  and  carried 
into  execution  throughout  all  our 
hereditary  kingdoms  and  dates, 
without  delay,  and  in  the  accuf- 
tomed  forms.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  all  our  dates  and  fubjeds  will 
receive  with  gratitude  and  patriotic 
intereft  this  difpofition,  the  objedt 
of  which  is  to  'maintain  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Audrian  mo¬ 
narchy. 

GRAND  TITLE. 

We,  Francis  II.  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  defied  Emperor  of  the 
Romans,  always  augud  ;  Here¬ 
ditary  Emperor  oP  Auftria  ;  King 
of  Germany,  Jerufalem,  Hungary, 
Bohemia,  Dalmatia,  Croatia,  Scla- 
vonia,  Gallicia,  Lodomeria  ;  Arch¬ 
duke  of  Audria;  Duke  of  Lor¬ 
raine,  Venice,  Saltzburg,  Styria, 
Corinthia,  and  Carniola ;  Grand 
Duke  of  Tranfvlvania  :  Margrave 
of  Moravia  ;  Duke  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Upper  and  Lower  Sileda, 
Parma,  Placentia,  Guaftalla,  Auf- 
chwitz  and  Zator,  Tefchen,  Fri- 
«uli,  and  Zara ;  Prince  of  Suabia, 


Eichdadt,  Pafiau,  Trent,  Brix- 
en,  Betchtolfgaden,  and  Lindau ; 
Princely  Count  of  Habfbourg,  Ty¬ 
rol,  Kybour,  Gorieia,  and  Gra- 
difka  ;  Margrave  of  Burgau,  Up¬ 
per  and  Lower  Lufatia ;  Land¬ 
grave  of  the  Brifgau,  Ortenau, 
and  Nellenbourg  ;  Count  of  Mont- 
fort  and  Hohenem,  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Hohenberg,  Bregentz,  Sen- 
nenberg  and  Rothentels,  Blume- 
neck,  and  Hofen;  Lord  of  the 
March  of  Sclavonia,  Verona,  Vi¬ 
cenza,  and  Padua,  &c. 

MIDDLE  TITLE, 

We,  Francis  II.  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  defied  Emperor  of  the 
Romans,  always  augud  ;  Here¬ 
ditary  Emperor  of  Audria  ;  King 
of  Germany,  Hungary,  Bohemia, 
Dalmatia,  Croatia,  Sclavonia,  Gal¬ 
licia,  Lodomeria,  and  jerufalem  ; 
Archduke  of  Audria  ;  Duke  of 
Lorraine,  Venice,  and  Saltzburg? 
Grand  Duke  of  Tranfylvania  ? 
Duke  of  Styria,  Corinthia,  and 
Carniola  ;  Wurtemberg,  Upper 
and  Lower  Silefia  ;  Princely  Count 
ofHablhourg,  Tyrol,  Sic. 

SMALL  TITLE. 

# 

Francis  II.  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  defied  Emperor  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  always  augud  ;  Hereditary 
Emperor  of  Audria  ;  King  of 
Germany,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Sic. 
Archduke  of  Audria  ;  Duke  of 
Lorraine,  Venice,  Saltzburg,  Sic. 


Note  prefented  to  the  D'et  of  Ratijhon 
on  the  2 Aph  Augujl ,  I  804,  by  the  Im¬ 
perial  Envoys,  accompanied  by  the 
Imperial  Patent  already  publijhed , 
containing  the  grand ,  ordinary , 
and  abridged  Titles  of  his  Majefy 
the  Emperor . 

'  The 
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The  Envoys  for  the  Electorate 
of  Bohemia,  and  the  Archduchy 
of  Audria,  have  received  from 
their  Sovereign  the  annexed  printed 
pragmatic  ordinance,  by  which  his 
Imperial  and  Royal  Majedy,  as 
fovereign  of  the  Auftrian  monar- 
chy,  alter  the  example  of  France, 
and  for  the  reafons  therein  con¬ 
tained,  has  refolved  to  aiTume  the 
hereditary  Imperial  title.  The  un- 
derfigned  Envoys  have  not  delayed 
to  communicate  this  ordinance  to 
the  general  Diet  of  the  empire,  and 
as  his  Ma  jelly  has  already  add  re  {fed 
Letters  ol  notification  to  his  feveral 
co-eftates,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  his  communication  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  mod  friendly  re¬ 
gard.  As  this  new  hereditary 
dignity,  according  to  the  exprefs 
contents  of  the  pragmatic  ordinance, 
will  produce  no  alteration  what¬ 
ever  in  the  relation  between  the 
■German  hereditary  dates  and  th,e 
Roman  empire  ;  the  underfigned 
envoys  for  the  Eledorate  of  Bo¬ 
hemia,  and  Archduchy  of  Audria, 
have  it  particularly  in  charge,  ex¬ 
plicitly  to  declare,  that  no  change 
will  be  hereby  produced  in  any 
other  political  relations  and  con¬ 
nexions,  but  that  his  Majedy  will, 
with  redoubled  attention,  continue 
topreferve,  unimpaired,  the  friendly 
and  benevolent  fentiments  which  he 
has  eond'antiy  mod  affiduoudy  che- 
jrilhed  towards  all  his  co-edates  of 
the  empire, 

Frederic  Coy nt  de  Stadiqn. 

Egid  Joseph  Charles  de 
Fahnenberg. 


Note  on  the  Part  of  the  King  of  Swe¬ 
den,  communicated  to  the  Diet  ; 
dated  Augufi  26,  1804. 
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In  confequence  of  the  note  given 
in  to  the'  Diet  of  the  empire,  on 
the  25:1b  indant,  by  the  Envoys 
for  the  Eledorate  of  Bohemia  and 
Archduchy  of  Audria,  relative  to 
the  Audri-an  Imperial  title,  the 
underfigned  Envoy  from  his  5  we- 
difh  Majedy  finds  himfelf  obliged 
lo  declare — That  his  Majedy  the 
King  of  Sweden  participates  with 
the  mod  dneere  fatisfadion  in 
every  thing  which  can  tend  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  intereft  or  gratifications 
of  his  Imperial  houfe,  yet  his  Swe- 
difh  Majedy,  both  in  quality:  of 
guarantee  of  the  copditution  of  the 
empire,  and  in  that  of  a  dare  of 
the  empire,  cannot  but  confider 
the  objed  of  this  notice  as  fo  in- 
feparably  conneded  with  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  German  empire, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  laid  before  the 
Diet  merely  as  a  notification,  but 
as  a  fubjed  for  deliberation,  in  the 
difeuffion  of  which  all  the  members 
of  the  Diet  may  exprefs  their 
opinions  as  authorized  by  the  con- 
ditution, 

Knut  Bildt. 

Ratijbon ,  Aug ,  26,  1804. 


Corf  efpondcnce  betaxieen  IvTr .  F  re  re , 
Englijh  M infer  to  the  Court  of 
Spain,  and  the  Prince  of  Peace , 
Prime  Minifter  of  his  Moft  Catholic 
Majefty  :  preceded  by  the  Article  in 
the  French  Paper ,  the  Moniteur , 
oy  which  the  Correfpondence  was 
eccafoned , 

Moniteur ,  No.  184.. 

((  Madrid ,  March  10,  1804. 

iC  Mr.  Frere,  the  Englifh  mi- 
nider  at  this  place,  feeins  to  be 
much  affeded  by  the  news  which 
h^ve  arrived  from  Paris.  A  few 
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clays  before  he  forgot  himfelf  fo  far 
as  to  afTert,  in  a  converfation  which 
he  had  with  the  Prince  oi’  Peace, 
that  affaffination  and  murder  are 
lawful,  in  the  prefent  irate  of 
things,  to  fave  England  from  the 
extraordinary  filiation  m  which  it 
is 'placed/ 5  The  Prince  of  Peace 
bluntly  replied,  u  But,  Sir,  fhould 
France  adopt  the  fame  principle, 
nations  would  carry  on  war  by  the 
medium  of  affaffins,  in  vie  ad  of 
fighting  with  fleets  and  armies.  I 
cannot  help  declaring  that  this  mo- 
rali  tv  would  excite  horror  in  the 
rnind  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.  For 
my  part  I  can  only  tell  you,  that 
the  example  of  all  ages  proves  that 
crimes,  in  the  end,  always  fall  on 
the  heads  of  thofe  who  order,  or 
are  the  inftruraents  of  them/'— 
Then  comes  the  following  note, 
by  the  editor  of  the  Moniteur.-— 
««  The  obfervation  of  the  ’ Prince 
of  Peace  has  been  verified  ;  and  at 
the  moment  when  England  was 
employing  the  Count  d* Artois  as 
an  afiaffin,  one  of  the  individuals 
of  his  family  perifhed,  as  an  atone¬ 
ment  for  the  crime,  under  the 
fword  of  juft  ice.  Infamous  ci- 
devant  Bifhop  of  Arras,  fuch  is 
the  refill t  of  your  counfels I” 

Mad rid ,  Ap ril  7 ,  1804. 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency  hasundoubtedly 
read  the  conwerfation  aferibed  to 
us  by  the  French  Official  Gazetteer, 
concerning  the  late  events  in  Paris, 
As  I  flatter  myfelf  that  my  col¬ 
leagues,  and  the  enlightened  per- 
fons  of  the  Court,  will  not  be  apt 
to  credit  ftories  fo  ridiculous  and 
fo  diametrically  oppoftte  to  the 
principles  which  they  know  me  to. 
profefs,  I  might  perhaps  have  dif- 


penfed  with  noticing  a  ealumny 
which  rauft  reflect  upon  its  au¬ 
thors  ;  and  ftiould  merely  have  in- 
viced  your  Excellency  to  eftimate 
the  accuracy  of  other  accounts,, 
proceeding  from  the  fame  fouree, 
by  this  of  which  you  are  at  once 
the  judge,  and  witnefs.  And  yet, 
as  it  appears  that  the^writer  of  that 
article  prefumes  to  ground  his  ft  ate- 
merit  on  the  teftirnony  of  your 
Excellency,  it  appears  to  me  that 
I  fhould,  in  fome  manner,  be 
wanting  to  my  own  j unification, 
and  to  the  reprefen  ration  with, 
which  1  am  entrufted,  were  I  to 
negledt  appealing  to  that  very  tef- 
timony  myfelf.  Befldes,  the  of¬ 
ficial  character  of  that  accufation 
feems  to  demand  an  equally  formal 
and  authentic  contradiction.  Thefe 
confrderations  induce  me  to  apply 
to  your  Excellency,  and  to  requeft 
that  you  will  declare  whether  any 
fuch  converfation  did  really  pafs 
between  us,  in  which  I  afferted 
the  principle  imputed  to  me  by  the 
Official  Gazetteer,  and  above  all, 
as  maintained  by  him,  before  the 
Paris  news  arrived  ;  infhort,  whe¬ 
ther  your  Excellency  acknowledges 
the  anfwer  aferibed  to  you,  and 
which  concludes  by  a  very  intel¬ 
ligible  threat  of  affaffination. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  Frere. 

Madrid,  April  8,  1804. 

I  have  actually  feen,  that  in  the- 
Madrid  article,  infertedin  No.  184 
of  the  Gazette,  an  account  is  given 
of  a  converfation  between  us,  and 
I  was  waiting,  Sir,  for  your  ap¬ 
plication  to  remove,  by  my  an¬ 
fwer,  the  unfavourable  opinions 
you  might  have  formed.  But,  as 
in  this  kind  of  bufinefs  the  degree 
of  probability  entirely  depends  upon 
opinion,  and  our  conferences  have 
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faken  place  without  either  witnefles 
.or  hearers,  and  as  it  is  impofiible, 
therefore,  that  they  fnould  have 
been  tranfmitted  t©  the  Gazetteer 
with  truth  or  accuracy,  I  deem 
the  j unification  you  require  from 
me  perfectly  ufelefs,  fmee  it  will 
be  indifferent  to  tire  editor  of  the 
Gazetteer  whether  he  publifh  a 
contrary  ftatement  to-morrow,  the 
value  fet  upon  rhofe  accounts  being 
relative  to  the  truth  they  contain. 
Such  has  been  my  opinion  when  I 
have  feen  my  character  blackened 
in  flill  darker  colours ;  and  he,  who 
fhould  endeavour  to  retrain  the 
actions  of  men,  whom  fortune  has 
placed  out  of  his  power,  would  ob¬ 
tain  no  other  end  than  that  of  giv¬ 
ing  himfelf  con  Rant  uneafinefs. 

(Signed) 

The  Prince  of  Peace. 

Madrid ,  April  io,  1804. 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel¬ 
lency's  note,  and  you  will  fee,  by 
the  date  of  this,  that  I  have  well 
reflected  before  I  determined  to 
renew  fo  unpleafant  a  fubjecl ;  but, 
in  truth,  the  longer  I  weigh  the 
expreflions  of  your  Excellency’s 
note,  the  lefs  I  find  that  they  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it 
was  dilated,  namely,  to  remove 
the  unfavourable  opinions  I  might 
have  formed.  Your  Excellency 
does  me  the  honour  to  obferve, 
that  you  expeefed  me  to  take  fuch 
a  ftep  ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  quite 
fuperfiuous  in  itfelf.  And  indeed, 
fince  I  was  to  make  application  to 
your  Excellency,  I  do  not  lee  I10W 
it  was  pofiible  for  me  to  prefer  a 
demand  more  moderate,  or  how  I 
could  now  defift  from  it,  without 
©beaming,  fome  way  or  other,  a 
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fatisfaffory  anfwer.  1  am  fully 
aware  how  delicate  and  difficult 
the  prefent  circumfi ances  are  ;  but, 
if  your  Excellency  did  not  think: 
it  proper  direbtly  to  oppofe  the  of¬ 
ficial  Gazetteer’s  afllrtions,  it 
would,  leak,  have  been  pof- 
fible,  by  dripping  his  ftatement  of 
all. authority,  to  reduce  it  to  that 
vague  and  conjectural  character 
which  you  yourfelf  have  aferibed 
to  i  ;  for  this  purpofe  nothing 
more  was  required  than  that  your 
Excellency  fhould  affure  me  you 
never  had  divulged  any  particu¬ 
lars  of  our  converfation,  fince  it  is 
evident  that  the  Moniteur  did  not 
mean  to  cite  furtive  and  clandestine 
witnefles,  but  the  very  perfon  of 
your  Excellency.  Your  Excel¬ 
lency  might  likevvife  have  given  a 
very  plain  and  very  natural  tefti- 
mony  in  my  favour,  namely,  that 
the  only  time  I  poke  with  you 
upon  the  fubjeff,  I  expreffed  an 
opinion  precifely  the  reverfe  of 
that  which  the  Gazetteer  pretended 
to  cite. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  Freri. 

Aranjnez ,  April  13,  1804. 

The  Editor  of  the  French  Ga¬ 
zette  fuppofing,  in  his  No.  184, 
that  a  converfation  had  taken 
place  between  you,  Sir,  and  me, 
has  been  wanting  in  the  con- 
liberation  due  to  mv  character,  by 
believing  me  capable  of  entering  up¬ 
on  fabjetfs  unworthy  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  foul  which  adorns  me.  I 
do  not  complain  of  his  offence,  and 
you  cannot  calm  the  perturbation 
of  your  mind  at  being  implicated 
in  it.  How  (hall  1  be  able  to  per- 
fuade  you  ?  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  the  reflections  contained  in  my 
preceding  note  ;  may  this  anfwer 
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to  your’s  of  the  10th,  prove  more 
fa  tis  factory,  and  let  vague  opinions 
circulate  in  arbitrary  prints. 

(Signed) 

The  Prince  of  Peace. 

Madrid ,  April  17,  1804. 
Sir,- 

It  had  appeared  to  me  that  my 
perfonal  honour,  as  well  as  my 
fovereign’s,  in  fine,  that  the  va¬ 
lue  I  ought  to  fet  upon  the  good 
©pinion  of  the  Spanifh  nation, 
equally  impelled  me  to  take  the 
itep  I  have  towards  your  Excel¬ 
lency  ;  and  though  that  greatnefs 
of  foul  your  Excellency  had  fo 
juft  a  title  to  claim,  had  leffened 
the  importance  of  thefe  confidera- 
tions  in  your  eyes,  I.  fhould  ft  ill 
have  flattered  myfelf,  that  you 
would  fhew  fome  indulgence  for 
the  weaknefs  of  thofe,  who,  on 
bei  ng  confcious  of  thofe  diftin- 
guilhed  qualities  which  raife  people 
above  calumny,  think  that  there  are 
inftances  in  which  a  man,  without 
being  wanting  to  his  own  dignity, 
is  called  upon  to  (hew  fome  re- 
fpeCt  for  public  opinion.  But,  if 
our  notions  upon  the  fubjeCt  be 
greatly  different,  the  fituation  we 
are  in  is  no  lefs  fo.  On  my  part  I 
am  charged  with  having  main¬ 
tained  an  atrocious  principle  ; 
while  they  put  in  the  mouth  of 
your  Excellency  fentiments  worthy 
of  your  character,  and  fuch  as  ail 
who  are  not  ftrangers  to  your 
loyalty,  muft  know  that  you  your* 
felf  could  have  wifhed  to  have  had 
afcribed  to  you,  had  I  been  capable 
of  holding  the  language  attributed 
to  me.  I  cannot,  therefore,  con¬ 
ceal  that  in  the  denial  of  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  to  difavow  that  conver¬ 
sation,  I  look  in  vain  for  that 


greatnefs  of  foul  which  you  invite 
me  to  imitate,  when  filence,  on 
our  part,  cofts  you  nothing  but  the 
facrificeof  my  reputation,  inafmuch, 
at  leaft,  as  it  depends  upon  your 
fuffrage.  Seeing  myfelf  deprived 
of  this  advantage,  there  ftill  re¬ 
mains  for  me  the  fatisfaCtion  to 
think  that  I  can  defift  from  farther 
importuning  your  Excellency  upon 
the  fubjeft,  and  that  I  am  able  to 
await,  without  that  perturbation 
of  mind  you  afcribe  to  me,  thede- 
cifion  of  the  public,  the  opinion  of 
my  colleagues,  and  that  of  the  en¬ 
lightened  perfons  in  this  court. 
They  have  hitherto  been  pretty 
decidedl)/  in  my  favour,  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  they  will  prove  fuf- 
ficient  to  protect  me,  not  only 
againft  the  afperfions  of  the  Ga¬ 
zetteer,  but  like  wife  againft  the 
conjectures  which  may  be  built 
upon  the  filence  of  your  Excel¬ 
lency. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  Frere. 

Madrid ,  April  19,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  cannot  avoid  returning  an  an. 
fwer  to  your  note  of  the  17th  inft. 
as,  although  its  contents  do  not 
var}r  from  the  former  one  con¬ 
cerning  the  opinions  entertained  in 
France,  upon  your  character,  and 
mine,  I  fee  that  you  touch  other 
points  of  greater  importance,  fuch 
as  the  dignity  of  your  fovereign, 
and  the  public  opinion.  This 
queftion  is  too  ferious,  and  pught 
not,  therefore,  to  be  blended  with 
private  interefts.  I  will  never  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  king  of  England 
gives  his  minifters  directions  de¬ 
rogatory  from  his  majefty  and  dig¬ 
nity  ;  1  refpeCt  his  high  rank  as  I 
fhould,  and  will  not  confent,  Sir, 
to  your  making  a  court  bufinefs  of 
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what  is  merely  perfonal.  You 
know.  Sir,  that  whenever  you 
have  called  to  converfe  with  me, 
I  have  anfwered,  that  political 
affairs  were  not  within  my  pro¬ 
vince,  and  that  the  king,  my 
maker,  had  his  Secretary  of  State, 
through  whore  medium  the  de- 
raands  of  foreign  courts  were  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  him.  To  the  other 
ambaffadors  and  miniffers  I  made 
the  fame  obfervation  ;  fo  that  I 
have  received  their  vilits  as  mere 
adds  of  goodnefs  and  civility  from 
them.  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
therefore,  canfes  ought  not  to  be 
confounded  with  fubfequent  events, 
nor  ought  what  depends  upon  the 
private  conduct  of  fubjedls  to  be 
imputed  to  edicts  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  My  fincerity  has  more 
than  once  prompted  me  to  caution 
you.  Sir,  that  fome  individuals 
about  you  could  do  you  neither 
honour  nor  credit,  fince  their  re¬ 
putation  being  blafted  in  other 
courts,  no  great  opinion  could  be 
entertained  of  their  morals  in  this. 
And  do  you  know,  Sir,  whether 
or  not  thefe  people  may  be  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  ftory  published  by  the 
Paris  Gazetteer  ?  I  have  likewife 
mentioned  feveral  other  things  to 
you  ;  and  it  was,  perhaps,  owing 
to  my  advices  that  you  avoided 
their  confequences,  as,  for  inftance, 
General  Bournonville’s  affair,  when 
you  wanted  to  make  yourfelf 
mafter  of  his  papers.  Let  your 
Excellency  call  to  mind  my  for¬ 
mer  conduct,  and  entertain  a  pro¬ 
per  regard  for  the  fincerity  you 
have  experienced  from  your  af¬ 
fectionate  fervant. 

(Signed) 

The  Prince  or  Peace. 

If  you  chufe,  Sir,  I  will  give 
an  account  of  what  has  taken 
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place  to  the  king,  my  maker,  that 
it  may  be  forwarded  to  the  mi- 
nifter  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
through  the  channel  of  his  am- 
balfador  in  London  ;  and  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  may,  from  the  moderation 
and  terms  of  my  note,  form  an 
idea  of  the  high  refpeft  I  bear  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  fince,  if  it 
were  not  for  this  juft  confideration, 
I  fhould  not  have  anfwered  your 
laft  note. 

Madrid ,  April  20,  1804. 

I  yefeerda'y  received  the  note  of 
your  Excellency,  which  I  have  read 
with  all  the  attention  it  merits. 
There  is  a  very  plain  confideratioia 
which  directly  occurs  to  one’s 
mind,  namely,  that  your  Excel¬ 
lency  might  have  fpared  yourfelf 
the  unpleafant  talk  of  continuing 
a  painful  correfpondence.  Your 
Excellency  does  me  the  honour  to 
tel]  me,  that,  being  no  minifter, 
your  correfpondence  cannot  bo 
drawn  to  any  political  confequence ; 
and  yet  you  propofe  to  tranfmit  it 
to  the  minifter  of  his  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  London,  for  the  purpofe  of 
(hewing  your  refpeft  for  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty.  Your  Excellency 
adds,  that  without  fuch  motivs 
y  011  would  not  have  thought  your¬ 
felf  bound  to  anfwer  my  note. 
Upon  this  I  rauft  obferve,  thatex- 
preffions  of  perfonal  refpeef  from  a 
private  individual  to  a  fovereign, 
do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  cuf- 
tomary ;  and  that,  viewing  the 
note  of  your  Excellency  in  this 
light,  I  would  not  undertake  to 
lay  it  officially  before  his  Majefty. 
And  yet,  as  it  contains  certain  al- 
lufions  to  my  condotff  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  tranfmit  it  to  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  with  proper  explanations. 

I 
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If  I  return  nodireft  anfvver  to  your 
Excellency  concerning  thof-  allu- 
fions,  it  is  becaufe  I  think  them 
foreign  to  the  fubjeft  upon  which 
we  began  to  correspond,  and  abfo- 
lutely  without  an  object,  flnce 
your  Excellency  has  declared  you 
would  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  mi¬ 
ni  Her.  Moreover,  nobody  being 
prefent  when  the  converfarion  in 
queftion  took  place,  the  difcuffion 
would  prove  endlefs,  and  be  of  no 
other  ufe  than  that  of  prefenting  to 
the  public  the  indecent  Ipe6tacle  of 
two  perfons,  each  of  whom  has 
fome  claim  to  their  refpedt,  mu¬ 
tually  contrad idling  one  another  in 
the  face  ot  the  whole  world, 
(Signed)  J.  H.  Frere. 

Madrid y  April  I  2,  1S04. 

I  perfuade  myfelf  that  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  will  not  be  furprifed  at  the 
courfe  I  take,  and  which  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  only  rational  one. 
Since  I  defiftcd  in  my  note  of  the 
17th,  from  the  demand  of  a  dif- 
avowal,  our  correfpondence  could 
no  longer  have  any  obje6f.  From 
the  moment  that  your  Excellency 
declared  that  you  would  not  be 
confide  red  a  minifler,  I  became 
fenfible  that  farther  difcuffions 
would  only  produce  a  perfonal  al¬ 
tercation.  This  was  the  motive 
why  I  avoided  difcuffing  various 
points  contained  in  the  laft  note  of 
your  Excellency,  and  it  is  alfo  the 
motive  which  influences  me  at  pre¬ 
fent.  When  your  Excellency  has 
taken  into  confideration  the  fitua- 
tion  you  place  me  in,  by  {tripping 
me,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  of  our  minif- 
terial  chara&ers,  I  am  convinced 
you ‘will  not  afcribe  to  a  want  of 
regard,  that  which  is,  in  reality, 
the  refuit  of  mofl  ferious  reflection, 
(Signed)  j,  H.  Frere. 


The  V  ref  dent  and  Member's  of  the 
Deport  mental  Qc-vernmeni  of  Zea- 
land ,  to  General  Monnety  exer- 
cijhzg  the  Command  of  Flujhing 
and  the  Ifland  of  Walcheren . 

Sir, 

Before  we  received  your  letter 
of  the  1 7  th  Pluviofe,  we  had  already 
information  of  the  meafures  which 
you  had  taken,  by  order  of  your 
government,  to  feize  upon  the  Eng- 
lifh  merchandize  found  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  houfes  and  (hops  within  this 
citv ;  now  we  have  intelligence 
that  the  fame  has  alfo  been  done  at 
Flufhing  and  Veere. 

It  is  impoffible  to  withhold  our 
furprize  at  the  flep  againfl;  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  country,  which 
you  find  yourfelf  authorized  to 
take.  We  have  no  room  to  furmife 
that  the  Batavian  government  had 
the  fmalieft  intimation  of  a  mea- 
fure,  which  is  as  extraordinary  as 
Angular,  or  that  it  has  been  adopt¬ 
ed  and  carried  into  execution  with 
its  previous  knowledge,  or  that  it 
fhould  have  co-operated  in  it. 

All  the  lamentable  circumflances 
which  ftrike  in  fucceffion  our  coun¬ 
try,  dear  to  us,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  on  this  ifland,  whofe  interefts 
are  entrufled  to  us,  affiift  us  in  the 
mofl  fenfible  manner. 

However  it  may  be  as  to  what 
has  pa  fled,  as  long  as  we  are  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  motives  and  the  caufe 
which  has  led  to  what  has  pa  fled, 
we  find  ourfelves  compelled,  from 
duty  and  love  for  our  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  to  eonfider  every  thing  which 
has  been  done,  or  that  may  be 
undertaken,  againff  their  property 
and  pofleflions,  as  an  .a 61  of  arbH 
trary  authority,  which  wefolemnly* 
difavow. 

We  befeech  you,  Sir,  by  the  li¬ 
berty  of  Batavia,  acknowledged 

for 


STATE  PAPERS. 


for  more  than  two  centuries,  and 
acquired  in  battle  by  our  ancestors, 
at  the  expenfe  of  their  valour  and 
their  blood',  that  you  will  not  con¬ 
cert  that  liberty  to  a  Shadow,  by 
perfeveringN  farther  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  a  meafure  which  has  been 
carried  to  great  lengths  already, 
and  again!!  which  we  proteft  with 
all  our  might. 

If  in  the  mean  time,  againft 
all  expectation,  you  refufe  to  give 
ear  to  this  juft  and  well-founded 
proteft,  we  foleronly  and  energeti¬ 
cally  implore  you,  that  the  goods 
and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
already  feized  and  placed  in  fectu 
rity,  may  not  be  tranfported  elfe- 
where;  at  leaft,  that  the  facred 
right  of  property  be  fo  long  refpeft- 
ed  till  both  the  Governments  (hall 
have'1  treated  and  determined  as  to 
the  deftiny  of  fo  many  inhabitants, 
whofe  welfare  and  existence  alone 
depend  on  the  prefervation  of  their 
property  and  poffeffions. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  refpeCt, 

Preftdent  and  Members  of  the 
Departmental  Government 
of  Zealand. 

J.W.  Schorer,  Prefident, 
Middleburgy  Feb.  S,  1804. 


Letter  of  the  French  Commercial 
Agent  at  Rotterdam  to  the  American 
Conful  at  that  Place ,  relative  to 
Englijb  Goads ,  dated  Sept.  12, 
1803. 

Sir, 

X  have  the  honour  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  decree  which  the  French 
Government  have  juft  enacted,  for 
preventing  the  introduction  into 
France,  of  every  defeription  of 
merchandize  from  the  colonies  or 
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manufactories  of  England,,  and  to 
inftruCt  you  in  the  formalities  ne- 
cefiary  to  be  obferved  by  foreign 
navigators  entering  the  ports  of 
France,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
admitted  without  difficulty.  You 
will  obferve  that  the  zd  article  ex- 
aCts  the  moft  rigid  attention  to  the 
lading  of  veSTels  deftined  for 
F  ranee ,  The  neceffity  of  conform¬ 
ing  with  the  views  of  government, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  facilitate 
the  means  of  fulfilling  the  formali¬ 
ties  required  by  this  decree,  in¬ 
duces  me  to  adopt  the  following  re¬ 
gulations,  which  you  will  oblige 
me  by  communicating  to  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  your  nation,  that  they 
may  conform  thereto.  Every  cap¬ 
tain  or  fupercargo  intending  to  load 
for  a  French  port,  Should  declare  at 
the  French  confulate  office.  That 
he  will  not  embark  any  merchan¬ 
dize  without  the  permiffion  of  the 
charterer,  and  agreeably  to  the 
decree  regulating  the  lading.  The 
permit  Should  be  delivered  into  the 
confular  office,  containing  a  fwom 
declaration  of  the  charterer,  com- 
prifmg  the  mark,  wmight,  and 
quantity,  agreeably  10  the  origi¬ 
nal  bills ;  and  he  Should  further  ac¬ 
company  the  above  with  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  broker  who  made  the 
purchafes,  or  with  fuch  other 
vouchers  as  will  fully  prove  that 
the  merchandize  is  the  produce  of 
neither  the  commerce,  colonies,  nor 
manufactories  of  England.  He 
Shall,  as  before  Stated,  deliver  the 
original  bills  of  merchandize,  and 
when  delivered  they  Shall  entitle 
him  to  a  permit  to  load.  When, 
the  captains  or  fupercargoes  have 
finished  their  lading,  they  ffiall  re¬ 
turn  two  manifests  to  the  commif- 
iary's  office,  figned  by  them,  and 
Countersigned  by  the  conful  of  their 
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nation,  or  when  that  fhall  be  im¬ 
practicable,  then  by  the  conimif- 
fary  himfelf.  The  manifeft  fhall 
contain  the  particulars  of  the  marks, 
numbers,  weights,  and  quantity  of 
each  package,  and  each  package 
of  merchandize  ought  to  be  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  fepa'rate  certificate. 
One  of  the  manifefls  to  remain  in 
the  commiffary's  office,  and  the 
other  to  be  delivered  to  the  cap¬ 
tain,  eounterfigned  by  me.  And 
there  (hall,  moreover,  be  delivered 
to  the  captain  fiich  other  certificate 
as  the  decree  of  government  re¬ 
quires. 

(Signed)  C.  Gutz. 

. 1  1  ,r  - - - - - - - - 

N 

Orders  iffued  by  Dejfalines,  as  Go¬ 
vernor  General  of  St.  Domingo , 
dated  April  9,  1804. 

f 

All  proprietors  that  have  pro¬ 
duce  to  fell  (hall  previoufiy  pay  a 
fourth  part  as  a  territorial  impofi- 
tion.  The  power  of  felling  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  i 1  th  year  (hall  only  be¬ 
long  to  proprietors  who  belonged 
to  the  indigenous  army  in  the  1 1  th 
year.  Perfons  who  fince  that  pe¬ 
riod  have  refided  with  the  French 
are  not  to  have  the  benefit  of  that 
year’s  produce  ;  their  property  be¬ 
ing  confifcated  for  the  ufe  of  the 
indigenous  army.  Mules,  horfes, 
and  other  animals  belonging  to  the 
habitations  fequeftered,  are  to  be 
giyen  up  to  the  adminiftrators  of 
domains,  who  are  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fame  to  the  general 
commanding  the  department,  who 
will  place  them  in  the  mod  advan¬ 
tageous  manner  on  the  fequeftered 
eftates,  to  be  employed  in  cultiva¬ 
tion.  It  is  expressly  forbidden, 
that  any  officer  (hall  intermeddle 


with  the  cultivation  of  the  efiates. 
All  fugar  manufactories  previoufiy 
given  to  chief  of  corps,  fhall  be 
returned  to  the  adminiftrators  of 
domains.  All  proprietors  refident 
with  the  French  to  the  time  of  the 
indigenous  army  taking  poffeftion 
of  a  place,  fhall  forfeit  all  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  their  eftates  during  the  1 1  th 
year.  The  generals  commanding 
departments  (hall  caufe  generals  of 
brigade  to  execute  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  ordered  to  be  eredted  in  the 
high  mountains  of  the  interior ; 
and  the  generals  of  brigade  fhall 
from  time  to  time  make  reports  of 
their  proceedings,  and  their  works. 
Ail  fales,  or  gifts  of  moveables,  or 
immoveables,  made  by  emigrants, 
in  favour  of  perfons  redding  in  the- 
ifland,  are  annulled  ;  it  being  un- 
derftood  when  fo  made  after  the  in¬ 
digenous  army  had  taken  up  arms 
to  expel  the  French  from  Hayti. 


Proclamation  by  Deffalines ,  dated  at 
the  Cape ,  May  8,  1804,*  firfl 
Year  of  Independence . 

Scarce  had  the  French  army 
been  expelled,  when  you  haftened 
to  acknowledge  my  authority  ;  by 
a  free  and  fpontaneous  movement 
of  your  heart,  you  ranged  your- 
felves  under  my  fubjeCHon.  More 
careful  of  the  profperity  than  the 
ruin  of  that  part  which  you  inha¬ 
bit,  I  gave  to  this  homage  a  fa¬ 
vourable  reception.  From  that 
moment  I  have  confidered  you  as 
my  children,  and  my  fidelity  to 
you  remains  undirmnifhed. 

As  a  proof  of  my  paternal  folici- 
tude,  within  the  places  which  have 
fubmitted  to  my  power,  1  have  pro- 
pofed  for  chiefs  none  but  men  chofen 
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from  amongft  yourfelves.  Jealous 
•of  counting  you  in  the  rank  of  my 
friends,  that  I  might  give  you  all 
the  time  neceffary  for  recolleCiion, 
and  that  I  might  allure  myfelf  of 
your  fidelity,  I  have  hitherto  re¬ 
ft  rained  the  burning  ardour  of  my 
foldiers. 

Already  I  congratulated  myfelf 
on  the  fuccefs  of  my  folicitude, 
which  had  lor  its  objeCf  to  prevent 
the  effufion  of  blood  ;  but  at  this 
time  a  fanatic  prieft  had  not  kind¬ 
led  in  your  breafts  the  rage  which 
predominates  therein  :  the  incenfed 
Feerand  had  not  yet  inftilled  into 
you  the  poifonof  falfehood  and  ca¬ 
lumny.  Writings,  originating  in 
defpair  and  weakoefs,  have  been 
circulated  ;  and  immediately  fome 
amongft  you,  feducedby  perfidious 
•infinuations,  folicited  the  friend- 
fhip  and  protection  of  the  French  ; 
they  dared  to  outrage  my  kindnefs, 
by  coalefcing  with  my  cruel  ene- 
raies. 

Spaniards,  reflect!  On  the  brink 
of  the  precipice  which  is  dug  tinder 
your  feet,  will  that  diabolical  mi¬ 
ni  fter  fave  you,  when  with  fire  and 
fword  I  fnall  have  purfued  you  to 
your  laft  entrenchments  ?  Ah ! 
without  doubt,  his  prayers,  his 
grimaces,  his  relics,  would  be  no 
impediment  to  my  career. 

Vain  as  powerlefs,  can  he  pre¬ 
fer  ve  you  from  my  juft  anger,  after 
I  fhall  have  buried  him,  and  the 
collection  of  brigands  he  com- 
mands,  under  the  ruins  of  your  ca¬ 
pital  1  Let  them  both  recolleCt  that 
it  is  before  my  intrepid  phalanxes 
that  all  the  refources  and  the  Ik  ill 
©f  Europeans  have  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual  :  and  that  into  my  victorious 
bonds  the  deftiny  of  the  captain- 
general  Rochambeau  has  been  fur- 
rendered. 

Vol.XLVL  or  V©l.  IV.  Ne 
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To  lure  the  Spaniards  to  their 
party,  they  propagate  the  report 
that  veffels  laden  with  troops  have 
arrived  at  Santa  Domingo.  Why 
is  it  not  the  truth  ?  They  little 
imagine  that,  in  delaying  to  attack 
them  until  this  time,  my  principal 
objeCt  has  been  to  fuffer  them  to  in- 
creafe  the  mafs  of  our  refources, 
and  the  number  of  our  victims* 

To  fpread  diftruft  and  terror, 
they  inceftantly  dwell  upon  the 
fate  which  the  French  have  juft  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  but  have  I  had  reafon 
to  treat  them  fo  ?  The  wrongs  of 
the  French,  do  they  appertain  to 
Spaniards  ?  and  muft  I  vifit  on  the 
latter  the  crimes  which  the  former 
have  conceived,  ordered,  and  ex¬ 
ecuted  upon  our  fpecies  ? 

They  have  the  effrontery  to. {ay, 
that,  reduced  to  feek  fafety  in 
fight,  I  am  gone  to  conceal  my 
defeat  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
if  and.  Well  then  j  Let  them 
ileam  that  I  am  ready  ;  that  the 
thunderbolt  is  going  to  fall  on 
their  heads.  Let  them  know  that 
my  foldiers  are  impatiently  waiting 
for  the  fignal  to  go  and  re-eonquer 
the  boundaries  which  nature  and 
the  elements  have  affigned  to  us. 

A  few  moments  more,  and  I 
fnall  cruffi  the  remnant  of  the 
French  under  the  weight  of  mighty 
power.  Spaniards!  you,  to  whom 
I  add  refs  myfelf,  folely  becaufe  I 
wifi  to  fave  you  ;  you  who,  for 
having  been  guilty  of  evafion,  fhall 
fpeedily  preferve  your  exiftence 
only  fo  far  as  my  clemency  may 
deign  to  fpare  you  ;  it  is  yet  time  ; 
abjure  an  error  which  may  be  fatal 
to  yog  5  and  break  off  all  connec¬ 
tions  with  my  enemy,  if  you  wifili 
your  blood  may  not  be  confounded 
with  his. 

Name  to  me,  without  delay, 
r  Series,  *  U  tha& 
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that  part  of  your  territory  on 
which  my  firfi  blow  is  to  be  1-truck, 
or  inform  me  whether  T  muft  fir  ike 
on  all  points  without  difcrimina- 
tion.  I  give  you  fifteen  days, 
from  the  date  of  this  notification, 
to  forward  vnur  lall  intentions,  and 
to  rally  under  mv  banners. 

You  are  not  ignorant  that  all  the 
toad-  of  St.  Domingo  in  every  di- 
jredion  are  familiar  to  us ;  that 
moire  than  once  we  have  feqn  your 


difperfed  bands  fly  before  us.  In 
a  word,  you  know  what  I  can  do, 
and  what  I  dare ;  think  of  your 
prefervation. 

Receive  here  the  facred  promife 
which  I  make,  not  to  do  any  thing 
againft  your  perfonal  fafety  or  your 
intereft,  if  you  feize  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  to  fhew  yourfelves  worthy' 
of  being  admitted  amongft  theciuL 
dren  of  Hayti, 


/ 
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Memoirs  of  Dr.  Beattie. 

from  Bonder’s  Account  of  his  Life, 

AMES  Beattie,  LL.D.  was 
born  on  the  5th  of  November, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  thirty-five.  The 

parifh  of  Laurencekirk,  in  the 
county  of  Kincardine,  in  Scotland, 
has  the  honour  of  enrolling:  his 
name  among  thofe  of  feveral  other 
literary  characters,  which  that  re. 
mote  part  of  the  ill  and  has  produced. 

His  ancefters  had  refided  there 
for  a  confiderable  period.  The, 
Beatties  or  Beatons,  however,  came 
originally  from  the  weftern  ides  ; 
upon  what  occafion,  or  at  what  pre- 
cife  time,  cannot  be  exactly  afcer- 
certained.  His  father,  James  Be¬ 
attie,  fed  Vo  w  ed  t  he  honourable  pro- 
feffion  of  a'Birmer.  His  mother's 
name’  Vas  Jean  Watfon. 

Dr.  Beattie's  father  was  a  man 
o-f  very  confiderable  abilities — of 
the  ft  rifted  probity — exaffc  in 
taking  an  account  of  the  manner 
wherein  he  fpent  his  time  ;  and  at 
his  leifure  hours  he  cultivated  the 
Mufes.  A  journal  kept  by  him, 
as  well  as  fome  fpecimens  of  his 
poetry,  are  lliii  in  the  poffeffion  of 
his  defeendants.  This  laft  cir- 
cumftance  is  the  more  worthy  of 
being  noticed,  as  it  proves  that  Or. 
Beattie  d  rived  his  poetical  turn 
from  his  father. 

The  fubjeft  of  this  merrloir  was 
deprived  of  his  father  at  a  very  ten¬ 
der  age  :  he  was  then  only  feven 
years  old.  An  event  of  this  kind 
i&  always  accompanied  vH:h  ferious 


confequences,  in  whatever  fifuation 
the  fufFerer  may  be  placed  ;  fuch 
misfortunes,  however,  are  felt  more 
feverely  by  fome  ranks  in  fociety 
than  by  others.  Thofe  who  are  in 
circumftances,  nor  fumciently  def~ 
titute  to  excite  the  commiferation 
of  the  public,  are  generally  left  to 
their  own  unafMed  exertions  ;  and 
in  this  fituation  was  the  Emily  of 
Mrs.  Beattie.  The  hopes  of  the 
widow,  and  her  helplefs  offspring, 
were  immediately  fixed  upon  the 
fenior,  and  only  brother  of  the  doc  * 
for.  In  him  they  were  not  difap- 
pointed.  David  Beattie,  at  the  / 
time  of  his  father's  death,  was 
eighteen  years  old  :  and  as  it  was 
not  then  the  ouftom,  in  Scotland, 
to  initiate  boys  fo  early  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  learn  d  langua¬ 
ges,  as  has  of  late  become  fafhion- 
able,  he  was  at  that  age  at  fchool 
profecuting  his  ftudies.  His  father 
in  confequence  of  the  promifing 
talents  which  he  difeovered,  had 
refolved  to  fend  him  to  the  Uni- 
verfity ;  but  a  premature  death 
deprived  him  of  this  advantage, 
and  imperioufly  called  upon  him  to 
relinquifh  fuch  purfuits,  and  to  de¬ 
vote  his  time  and  abilities  to  the 
fupport  of  his  mother's  family. 

1  h;s  duty,  for  a  long  feries  of  years, 
he  difeharged  with  affidui  ty  and  af_ 
fedhon  ;  and  whatever  pleafure,  or 
inftrudtion,  the  public  have  derived 
from  Dr.  Beattie's  writings,  they 
ought  to  confider  themfelves  as 
highly  indebted  for  it  to  thefofter- 
ing,  generous,  and,  I  may  fay, 
parental  care  of  his  elder  brother. 

*  U  2  ln 
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In  his  early  years  Dr.  Beattie 
was  of  a  very  weakly  conftitution. 
It  is,  however,  oflihle  confequence 
to  inquire  in  what  particular  year 
fce  went  to  fchool  ;  it  is  likely  he 
would  afford  as  early  indications 
of  a  capacity  to  acquire  the  elements 
of  knowledge*  as  the  generality  of 
boys  exhibit  ;  and  this,  it  will  be 
admitted,  is  the  ordinary  and  com¬ 
mon  maxim,  whereby  a  judicious 
parent  is  actuated,  when  it  is  re. 
folved  on  to  fend  a  child  to  fchool. 

A  narrative  of  the  moil  minute 
circumfhinces  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
progrefs  of  a  man  of  letters,  will 
be  confidered  by  every  judicious 
perfon  as  a  mod  invaluable  trea¬ 
sure.  We  are  informed  in  the 
EBay  on  Poetry,  that  the  fir  ft  op¬ 
portunity  he  ever  had  of  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Virgil,  was  through 
the  medium  of  Ogilvie’s  tranfla- 
tion.  It'  is  probable  that  he  had 
at  this  time  made  fome  progrefs  in 
the  knowledge  of  clafficai  litera¬ 
ture  ;  but  this  aliufion,  trifling  as 
it  may  appear  to  fome,  difcovers 
the  early  bent  of  his  mind,  and  the 
pleafure  he  derived  from  poetry. 

The  practice  of  writing  Latin 
verfes  has  never  been  generally  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  public  fchools  of 
Scotland — Beattie  had  feldom  or 
never  furely  attempted  this  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  becaufe  lie 
was  won't  to  confefs  at  a  time, 
when  he  had  already  acquired  the 
moll  diftinguifhed  reputation  as  an 
author  of  real  poetical  genius,  that 
be  experienced  great  difficulty 
when  he  tried'  it.  ’  I  fuppofe  he 
never  wrote  fix  lines  of  Latin  verfe. 

At  a  very  early  period  of  life 
Beattie  was  diftinguifhed  by  his 
feliow-fcholars  not  only  by  the  fu- 
periority  of  his  powers,  but  by  his 
indefatigable  application.  He  was 
always  in  the  highcft  ftation  in  his 


clafs.  Diligent,  attentive,  and 
reg alar  in  a cco m plifh  n g  t h e  t a fks 
prefcribed  to  him,  his  reputation 
within  the  ftnall  circle  of  his  friends 
began  to  extend. 

The  particular  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  progress  of  his  fame 
among  his  fchooi-feilows,  I  can¬ 
not  now  afcerrain.  It  is  an  un- 
queftionable  truth,  that  he  was 
called  Poet  Beattie  at  fchool.  Ow_ 
ing  to  the  delicate  ftate  of  his 
health,  his  elder  After,  Elizabeth, 
always  accompanied  him  to  fchool. 
This  young  lady  died  at  an  early 
age.  Her  attachment  however, 
to  her  brother  was  fo  great,  that 
flie  not  only  gave  attendance  at  the 
public  fchool,  but  ailifted  him  in 
private,  and  made  fuch  proficiency 
that  fhe  could  read  Virgil  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  the  two 
brothers  left  Laurencekirk,  and 
dir.  died  their  courfe  to  Aberdeen. 

Beattie’s,  or  rather  his  brother’s 
circumftances  not  being  very  af¬ 
fluent,  it  was  determined  'that  he 
fhouid  be  a  candidate  for  wh^.t,  in 
the  academical  language  of  Scot¬ 
land,  is  called  a  burfe,  or  burfary. 
The  definition  of  the  word  burfar, 
by  Johnfon  may  have  mi  fled  many 
Engliihmen.  He  feems  to  have 
fuppofed  that  it  was  folely  the  pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  prefoytery  to  give 
a  title  to  thefe  exhibitions  or  petty 
penfions.  This,  however,  is  a 
great  miftake.  I  may  affirm  with 
certainty,  that  no  prefbytery,  of 
the  feventy-eight  in  Scotland, 
ppfTefies  any  fimilar  prerogative. 

The  reputation  of  Marifchal 
college  had  induced  Beattie  to  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  candidate  there.  The 
form  upon  fuch  occafions  is,  that  a 
piece  of  Englifh  is  didated  to  the 
the  candidates  by  aprofeffor,  which 
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they  are  required  to  tranflate  into 
Latin,  They  are  inclofed  in  the 
college  -hail,  with  one  of  the  town 
clerks  and  the  profeffor  who  pre- 
fcribes  the  trial,  and  are  at  liberty 
to  retire  whenever  they  have  writ¬ 
ten  their  version.  The  name  of 
the  writer  is  iubfcribed  at  fuch 
a  convenient  diftance  that  it  can 
be  eaiily  cut  off.  It  is  then  num¬ 
bered  ;  and  the  fame  number  is 
written  up<  n  the  flip  of  paper,  on 
which  the  name  is.  The  judges 
are  therefore  prevented  from  being 
partial,  even  though  they  were  fo 
difpofed.  After  the  different  me¬ 
rits  of  the  compet  tors  have  been 
afcertained,  and  the  moil  valuable 
burfe  adjudged  to  the  writer  of  the 
bed  tranflation,  they  arrange  fuch 
as  remain  according  to  their  com- 
parative  excellence.  When  this 
part  of  the  bufmefs  is  finifhed,  the 
names  of' the  fuccefsful  candidates 
are  eaiily  obtained,  by  comparing 
the  number  on  the  veriion  with  the 
number  on  the  Hip  of  paper  con¬ 
taining  the  writer’s  name. 

On  the  day  of  the  competition, 
David  Beattie  waited  with  great 
anxiety  for  the  iffue  of  the  trial. 
He  was  furprized  at  the  fhort  time 
James  had  taken  tofinilh  his  veriion, 
and  even  ex  pre  fifed  to  him  his  fears 
that  he  had  been  in  too  great  a  hur¬ 
ry,  and  had  not  bellowed  fufficient 
pains  upon  it.  Next  day,  how¬ 
ever,  when  the  roll  was  called, 
James  Beattie’s  name  was  firft  on 
the  lift,  and  he  was  confequenily 
entitled  to  the  bed  burfe 

The  fmall  films  of  money  thus 
bellowed  upon  young  men  are  quite 
inadequate  to  fupport  them  while 
at  college,  without  fome  other  pe¬ 
cuniary  aid  ;  The  value  ol  money 
having  fallen  fo  much,  fince  the 
funds  were  originally  eitablifhed 
from  which  the  greater  number  o 


burfes  are  paid.  The  average  va¬ 
lue  in  Aberdeen  may  be  confidemd 
as  too  hmh  when  it  is  dated  at  five 
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pounds  fterling  per  annum.  There 
are  feveral  however  much  above 
that  fum. 

Beattie  was  exceedingly  fortunate 
in  having  an  opportunity  prefented 
to  him  of  profiting  by  the  inilruc- 
tion%  of  Principal  Thomas  Black- 
well,  ptofeffor  of  Greek,  author  of 
the  life  of  Homer,  and  ol  the  court 
of  Augudus. 

As  no  evidence  exids  by  which 
it  can  be  proved  how  early  in  the 
feffionBlackwell  difcerned  Beattie’s 
genius,  it  is  in  vain  to  enter  into  a 
particular  enquiry  what  the  real 
date  of  the  cafe  might  have  been. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fad!  that  Black- 
well  not  only  difcovered  the  abi¬ 
lities  ot  his  pupil,  but  alfo  patroni¬ 
zed  him. 

I  have  converfed  with  feveral  of 
Beattie’s  clafs  fellows.  They  una- 
nimoufly  affirmed,  that  he  wascon- 
fidered  fuperior  to  any  ol  his  clafs. 
This  is  no  fmall  tellimony  of  his 
proficiency.  Boys  do  not  judge 
very  accurately  upon  many  things. 
Upon  the  figure  which  one  of  their 
companions  makes  at,  college  or 
even  affchool,  they  are  impartial 
and  unexceptionable  witnefies. 

Beattie’s  proficiency,  during  the 
fird  year  of  his  college  courfe,  is  the 
more  remarkable,  becaule  he  was 
then  in  a  very  delicate  date  of 
health.  An  anecdote  frequently 
related  by  his  brother  proves  this. 
— When  David  was  about  to  leave 
Aberdeen,  James  accompanied  him 
to  a  it reet  called  the  Green.  When 
they  had  feparated,  David  could 
not  refill  the  temptation  to  look 
back,  and  perceiving  James  dill 
Handing  in  the  middle  of  the  dreet 
looking  after  him,  he  faid  to  him- 
fel.f,  how  can  X  leave  fuch  a  poor 
*  U  3  creature 
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creature  in  Aberdeen  for  the  win¬ 
ter  ;  he  can  no  i  furely  furvive  that 
period.  He  had  boarded  him  with 
a  diftant  relation,  a  Mr.  David 
Langlands,  wftofe  fon,  if  I  miftake 
not.  is  an  eminent  counfellor  in 
London..  Beattie’s  health  never- 
thelefs  was  but  little  altered  during 
that  winter. 

On  his  return  to  Laurencekirk 
if  improved  corifiderubly.  During 
the  vacation,  which  at  this  college 
is  {even  months  in  the  yt-ar,  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  his  {ladies  with  unremitting 
induftrv. 

J  / 

At  the  proper  period  Beattie  fet 
out  a  fecond  time  for  Aberdeen. 
Being  a  burfar,  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  that  he  fnould  attend  the 
different  cl  a  lies  in  the  order  pre¬ 
fer!  bed  by  the  ftatutesot  the  uni  ver¬ 
ity,  otherwife  he  could  not  apply 
for  the  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts. 

Beattie  though  pojfle  fifed  of  un- 
queftionable  genius,  never  dif- 
covered  any  great  attachment  to 
mathematical  purfuits.-  He  feme- 
times  exprefted  in  converfation  his 
own  antipathy  to  that  noble  ftudy, 
father  in  ftroog  terms.  The  turn 
of  his  mind  does  not  feem  to  have 
led  him  to  cultivate  the  fcience  of 
quantity ,  for  proficiency  in  which 
Dr.  Reid  and  Dr.  Smith  were  fo 
eminent.  Whatever  light  fuch  an 
antipathy  may  throw  upon  the  pe¬ 
culiarity  of  his  mental  character, 
it  is  certain  that  it  produced  no 
good  eifeft  during  the  period  of  his 
profeftorftiip. 

]  hough  Beattie  difeovered  no 
particular  partiality  to  the  mathe¬ 
matics,  it  is  plain  from  his  cfTay  on 
truth,  and  other  works,  that  his 
powers  of  abli raft  ion  were  not  in¬ 
competent  to  have  diilinguiflied 
him  as  a  mathematician. 

Befides  the  ftudy  of  mathematics, 
■Beattie  s  attention  was,  during  the 


fecond  feffion,  direffed  to  hiftofp, 
geography,  chn  nology,  with  an  in¬ 
troduction  ro  natural  hiftory. 

It  ought  however  to  M  mention-, 
cd  that  Mr.  Beattie  was  po defied 
of  as  much  theoretic  knowledge  of 
the  mathematics,  and  pradical  (kill 
as  to  make  a  quadrant.  Wir-h  this 
inftrument  he  took  the  altitude  of 
the  church  of  Laurencekirk,  See. 

It  is  unneceffary  to  obferve  that 
Beattie  uniformly  returned  to  Lau¬ 
rencekirk  at  the  conclufion  of  each 
feffion.  *In  his  mother’s  hofpitable 
manfion,  and  by  the  frank  and  ge- 
n  rous  exertions  of  his  brother,  he 
was  enabled  to  profecute  his  ftudies 
without  interruption.  Dr.  Beattie, 
as  well  as  almoft  all  his  relations, 
pofleffed  a  very  corteff  ear  for  ma¬ 
fic.  Even  at  a  period  preceding 
this,  the  natural  impulfe  of  his  mind 
had  induced  him  to  cultivate  his 
talents  in  this  way.  And  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  he  praffi fed,  in  the  mold 
bufy  part  of  his  life,  what  he  re¬ 
commended  to  other  (Indents  in  his 
works,  and  what  conftituted  the  fa¬ 
vourite  amufement  of  Luther  and 
of  Milton,  in  the  intervals  between 
their  ufual  hours  of  ferious  ftudy. 

Beattie  was  now  about  to.  enter  the 
higheft  clafs  in  the  academical  ar¬ 
rangements  in  the  univerfi ty  of 
Aberdeen.  He  could  not  have 
been  more  fortunate  in  a  profeftbt 
than  in  the  perfon  who,  at  that  time, 
was  to  be  his  teacher.  This  was 
Dr.  Alexander  Gerard. 

The  Literary  Society  in  Aber¬ 
deen,  of  which  Reid,  Campbell, 
Gregory,  Skene,  and  Gerard  were 
members,  had  exifted  feveral  years 
before  Beattie  was  added  to  their 
number.  The  objefl  of  their  af- 
fociation  was  mutual  improvement 
in  literature  and  philofophy.  The 
liberal  intercourse  which  fubfiftec 
between  the  members  mu  ft  haw 
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greatly  promoted  the  progrefs  of 
their  feveral  ftudies.  Not  only  the 
excellence  of  their  different  works, 
but  the  great  fimilarity  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  they  have  inculcated,  both 
in  philofophy  and  polite  literature, 
Ihew  that  they'were  not  inattentive 
to  the  fugffeftions  of  one  another. 
What  probable  improvement  Beat- 
tie  derived  from  this  we  (hall  have 
occafion  to  notice  as  we  proceed. 

The  regular  courfe  of  Marifchal 
college  is  completed  in  four  years. 
No  one  can  apply  for  the  degree 
of  mafter  of  arts  who  has  not  at¬ 
tended  the  claffes  in  the  order  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  uni- 
verfity.  Beattie  at  the  ufual  time 
(in  the  end  of  the  feffion  17 53) 
took  his  degree.  This  ceremony 
was  always  public  till  he  himfelf, 
from  it  diflike  to  what  he  confidered 
to  be  oflentation,  or  perhaps  from 
fome  other  caufe,  made  it  private. 
During  his  profefforfhip  it  was  pub¬ 
lic  only  for  fixtden  years,  and  was 
private  for  the  nine  following 
years.  In  1786,  however,  the 
graduation,  as  it  is  technically 
called,  was  public.  His  oldefl  fon 
took  his  degree  that  year. 

I  have  now  brought  down 
Beattie’s  hiftory  to  the  period 
when  he  left  college  ;  that  is,  when 
he  had  completed  his  term  at  thofe 
claffes  which  gentlemen  generally 
attend  who  propofe  nothing  elfe 
than  obtaining  the  benefit  of  a 
liberal  education. 

About  the  beginning  of  April 
1753,  he  returned  to  Laurence¬ 
kirk,  and  waited  patiently  for 
fome  employment  which  would 
not  greatly  interrupt  the  progrefs 
of  his  fkidies. 

Upon  his  return  to  Laurence¬ 
kirk  he  was  always  treated  wi  th 
the  greatcfl  kindnefs  and  attention 
by  the  Rev,  Andrew  Thoinfon, 
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minifler  of  that  parifh,  This  gen¬ 
tleman  poffeffed  an  excellent  li¬ 
brary,  was  a  very  good  fcholaf, 
and  was  among  the  verv  firft  who 
patronized  Beattie  in  early  life. 

But,  as  it  was  neceffary  that 
Beattie  fhould  now  engage  in  fome 
employment,  and  endeavour  by 
his  own  exertions  to  -fupport  him¬ 
felf.  fo  teach  a  fehool  was  the 
only  way  that  was  left  for  him. 

His  character,  as  a  good  fcholar* 
and  a  young  man  of  genius,  was 
jufjdy,  on  his  return  from  college, 
fo  very  high,  that  he  ran  little  rifle 
of  being  an  unfuccdsful  candidate 
for  any  of  thofe  fituations  which 
are  in  general  requeft  by  fuch  per- 
fons  as  propofe  to  be,  and  thofe 
who,  in  Scotland,  are  fludents  of 
divinity. 

While  Mr.  Beattie  fefided  with 
his  brother,  the  neighbouring  pa¬ 
rifh  of  Fordoun  was  deprived  of 
its  fchoolmafter.  -  He  applied  for, 
and  eafily  procured,  that  humble 
appointment.  Its  emoluments  were, 
fmall.  He  was  then  about  the  ao-e 
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of  nineteen,  as  he  entered  upon  his 
new  employment  in  the  end  of 
1753,  or  in  the  beginning  of  1  754* 

With  what  ability  he  acquitted 
himfelf  as  the  teacher  of  a  fehool, 
in  a  remote  country  village,  ca®« 
not  be  def'eribed  with  the  utmod 
accuracy.  What  one  would  not 
have  expected,  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  upon  evidence  the  mod 
unqueftionable,  that  he  was  a  very 
fevere  difeiphnarian.  It  is  likely 
that  he  did  nor  fit  very  eafv  under 
his  new  employment.  His  views 
were  more  afpiring  than  his  fitua- 
tion  at  that  time  could  warrant 
any  hopes  of  ever  having  it  in  his 
power  to  gratify.  The  teaz- 
ing  detail  of  the  bufinefs  of  a 
country  fehool  was  but  little  ac¬ 
commodating  tg  a  young  man  like 
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Beattie.  It  is  neceiTary  that  a 
fchoolmafter  fhould  devote  his  time, 
his  talents,  and  his  purfuits,  to 
thofe  placed  under  his  tuition.  Any 
object,  either  higher  or  lower,  is 
not  calculated  to  benefit  the  fcho- 
lars  ;  and  this  (whatever  other 
qualification  the  matter  may  poiTefs) 
is  the  ordinary  ftandard  whereby 
his  ability  is  eftimated. 


Beattie’s  manner  andaddrefs  are 
reprefen  ted  as  having  been  at  this 
time  blunt,  and  rather  uncultivated. 
He  had  hitherto  but  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  either  of  converfing  or  af- 
fociating  with  his  fuperiors,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  fortune.  It  is  in  fuch  fo- 
ciety  that  any  little  awkwardness 
of  manner  is  molt  iikely  to  be  cor¬ 
rected  ;  and  no  general  rule  can 
poffibly  accomplifh  this  fo  effec¬ 
tually.  Notwithflanding  this  dif- 
advantage,  wherever  he  went  he 
always  gained  friends,  and  found 
individuals  who  did  themfelves 
honour  by  patronizing  him  as  a 
man  of  genius.  e 

About  the  time  he  went  to  For- 


doun,  he  began  to  fend  his  little 
poetical  compofitions  to  the  Scots 
Magazine.  This  periodical  pub¬ 
lication  commenced  about  the  year 
273S.  Whoever  conduced  it,  an 
affbciation  of  Edinburgh  book- 
fellers  were  the  proprietors.  Rud- 
diman,  the  relation  of  the  gram¬ 
marian  of  the  fame  name,  and  the 
author  of  the  Lite  and  Adventures 
of  Peter  Wiiliamfon,  the  bell  imi¬ 
tation  which  has  yet  appeared 
of  the  popular  romance  of  Ro- 
binfon  Crufoe*  had  not  at  that 
time  begun  to  publ'ifh  his  maga¬ 
zine.  A  confiderable  number  of 
Beattie’s  poems  in  the  Scots  maga¬ 
zine  are  under  Seditious  Signatures. 
1  hey  are,  in  general,  however,  fub- 
fcribed  with  the  initials  of  his  name. 

One  of  his  earlieft  patrons  was 


Mr.  Francis  Garden,  afterwards 
Lord  Gardenftone. 

Mr.  Garden  was  fneriffof  Kin- 
cardinefhire  when  Beattie  went  to 
Fourdon.  He  did  Mr.  Beattie,  a 
fervice  which  at  that  period  of  his 
hiftory  was  not  a  fmall  one.  He 
afforded  him  his  patronage,  and  in¬ 
troduced  him  to  the  principal  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  county:  not  the  prin¬ 
cipal  in  point  of  fortune  alone,  but 
to  thofe  alfo  who  were  qualified  to 
appreciate  real  talents,  and  who  pof- 
feffed  the  ariftocracy  of  genius. 
It  mutt  be  confefled  that  few  pa¬ 
rochial  fehoolmafters  ought  to  be 
compared  with  Mr.  Beattie.  There 
are,  however,  {till  fewer  patrons 
like  Lord  Gardenflone. 

While  at  Fordoun  he  refided  in 
the  houfe  of  James  Anderfon.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Forbes,  at  that  time 
minifter  of  the  parifh,  fhew'ed  him 
many  marks  of  kindnefs.  He  very 
foon  difcovered  Beattie's  abilities* 
and  though  he  held  them  in  juft 
eftimation,  he  was  not  blind  to 
his  defeats.  Beattie’s  Situation,  as 
parifh  fchoolmafter,  was  early  per¬ 
ceived  bj/-  Mr.  Forbes  not  to  be 
very  congenial  to  his  inclination* 
nor  adequate  to  his  deferts.  He 
generoufiy  wiflied  that  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  might  occur  on  which  it 
might  be  in  his  power  to  afford 
him  thofe  recommendations  which 
he  fo  juftly  deferved.  An  oppor^ 
tunity  of  this  kind,  however,  did 
not  prefent  itfelf  for  fome  time. 

The  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
Beattie’s  office,  was  not  incom¬ 
patible  with  his  attendance  at  the 
Divinity  Hall  :  at  leaft  what  is 
reckoned  attendance. 

Before  any  one  can  be  llcenfed 
to  preach  in  the  church  of  Scotland, 
it  is  necefiary  that  he  fh all  not 
only  have  previoufly  attended  the 
clafles  of  philofophy*  but  he  muft 
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alfo  be  enrolled  as  a  {Indent  of  di¬ 
vinity  for  a  certain  nnmber  of 
years,  and  have  delivered,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  profeffor,  a 
certain  number  of  difcourfes.  The 
number  of  years  depends  upon  the 
regularity  with  which  the  ftudent 
attends  the  prelections  of  the  pro- 
fefibr.  Young  men,  like  Beattie, 
who  are  obliged  to  teach  a  fchool 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  attain 
the  objeCt  of  their  ambition,  can¬ 
not  give  regular  attendance.  They 
muft  be  contented  with  a  term  very 
fhort  indeed.  The  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  them  take  their  leave  of 
the  hall  for  a  feffion,  when  they 
have  delivered  the  prefcribed  dif- 
courfe. 

Very  little  is  left  for  a  biogra¬ 
pher  to  relate  of  one  in  Mr.  Beat- 
tie's  circumftances  while  at  For¬ 
doun.  He  had  his  public  duty  to 
perform,  which  confided  in  teach¬ 
ing  a  fchool,  and  on  each  Sunday 
in  officiating  as  clerk,  or  what  in 
Scotland  is  called  precentor .  Every 
parifn  fchoolmafter  muft  do  the 
latter  as  well  as  the  former,  or  pay 
another  for  doing  it. 

Of  his  particular  ftudies  during 
this  period,  an  exaCt  account  can¬ 
not  be  eiven.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  a  very  conf  derable  portion  of 
his  time  was  devoted  to  the  daf¬ 
fies.  However  excellent  his  abili¬ 
ties  were,  he  could  not  have  other- 
wife  reached  that  degree  of  emi¬ 
nence  which  he  attained.  Sudden 
and  irregular  fits  of  ftudy  are  in¬ 
capable  of  producing  very  great 
effedts,  becaufe  the  lot  of  man  is 
fuch,  that  proficiency  in  any 
branch  of  knowledge  cannot  be 
reafonably  expeded  without  la¬ 
borious  and  long  continued  appli¬ 
cation.  Notwithftanding  that  the 
bent  of  Mr.  Beattie's  mind  feems 
to  have  led  him  to.  the  cultivation 


of  polite  literature,  it  may  be  ob~ 
ferved,  that  it  was  one  of  thofe 
ftudies  which  a  perfon  in  his  fitua. 
tion  could  beft  profecute  with  fuc- 
cefs.  He  had  not  to  fubmit  to  the 
drudgery  of  learning  the  elements ; 
and  he  was  in  the  poftefiion  of  fome 
of  the  beft  claffics,  havingnecefifarily 
purchafed  them  when  at  fchool  and 
at  college.  Such  books  are  alfo 
moft  commonly  to  be  met  with  in 
a  country  place,  where  public  li¬ 
braries  have  not  been  eftablifhed. 

At  Fordoun  alfo  he  amufed  him. 
felf  by  compofmg  little  poems. 
Many  of  thefe  were  fhewn  to  his 
friends,  who  univerfally  agreed  in 
their  admiration  of  his  poetical 
talents.  They  tranfcribed  fome 
of  them,  and  they  were  handed 
about  in  a  certain  circle. 

It  is  probable  that  foon  after  he 
went  to  Fordoun  he  was  engaged 
in  the  tranilation  of  Virgil’s  paf- 
torals.  This  he  publithed  in  the 
firft  edition  of  his  poems.  In  the 
preface  we  are  informed  that  it 
was  written  at  a  “  very  early  time 
of  life  when  folitude  left  the  mind 
at  liberty  to  purfue,  without  any 
fixed  defign,  fuch  amufements  as 
gratified  the  prefent  hour.”  This 
appears  to  fuit  no  period  of  his 
life  fo  well  as  that  which  elapfed 
between  his  going  to  Fordoun  in 
1 7  5 3,  and  his  brother  David's  re¬ 
moving  from  Laurencekirk,  and 
taking  up  his  reiidenee  at  Fourdon 
in  1755. 

Though  not  altogether  difcon- 
tented  with  his  fituation,  Mr. 
Beattie  had  for  a  confiderable  time 
looked  cut  for  fome  preferment 
which  would  contribute  to  his  com¬ 
fort,  and  place  him  in  the  way  of 
improving  himfelf  in  his  favourite 
purfuits.  The  firft  opportunity  of 
this  kind  was  in  confequence  of  a 
vacancy  in  the  grammar  fchool  of 
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Aberdeen,  occafioned  by  the  death 
of  Mr.  John  Srni’h,  one  of  the 
mailers  ;  but  on  this  application  he 
was  unfuccefsful,  a  preference  being 
given  tothe  competitorJamesSmith. 

Beattie  returned  to  his  old  em¬ 
ployment  at  Fordoun,  not  without 
the  expectation  that  he  might  Suc¬ 
ceed  accor  ; ling  to  his  withes.  He 
however  did  not  procure,  becaufe 
he  did  not  apply  for  an  appoint¬ 
ment  to  any  other  fchool. 

About  {even  months  after  his 
competition  with  Mr.  Smith,  an¬ 
other  vacancy  occurred  in  the 
grammar  fchool  of  Aberdeen.  Mr. 
A  xander  Keid,  one  of  the  maf- 
ters,  and  a  preacher  of  h-  go  feel, 
was  prefented  to  the  church  of 
Kemnav  in  Ah  rdeenfhire.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  patrons  of  the  !chool  upon 
moreferious  confiderauon  efteemed 
it  a  dangerous'  precedent  to  intro¬ 
duce  any  mailer  into  the  fchool 
without  a  competition — or  whe¬ 
ther  they  had  only  expreffc-d  them- 
felves  in  general  terms  to  Mr. 
Beattie  when  he  f  ood  a  candidate 
* — -or  whether,  as  is  more  probable, 
it  had  been  the  opinion  of  two  or 
three  of  the  judges  only  that  he 
ought  to  be  p  ref  e  i  red  to  the  fir  ft 
Vacancy,  I  know  not  ;  but  cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  that  an  adVerrifement 
informed  the  public,  (i  That  upon 
the  15111  une,  1758,  a  compe¬ 
tition  was  to  take  place  for  the 
grammar  fcftool  in  room  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Reid. 

Mr.  Beattie  was  not  defired  by 
thofe  who  had  formerly  examined 
him  to  come  forward  a  fecond 
time.  His  brother  and  Mr.  Forbes, 
however,  did  not  fail  to  urge  him 
to  make  a  fecond  attempt.  For 
reafons  heft  known  to  himfelf,  he 
would  not  comply  with  their  fo- 
licitarions,  and  therefore  did  not 
j^ake  his  appearance  on  the  day 


appointed.  Two  candidates  haw. 
ever  appeared,  and  when  examined 
were  declared  to  be  unfit  for  the 
office.  The  patrons  now  com 
fidered  themfelves  at  liberty, 
without  farther  del  <v,  to  give  the 
preference  to  one  who,  they  knew, 
was  fully  competent  to  acquit  him-. 
felf  with  honour,  with  credit  to 
the  fchool,  and  benefit  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  Their  choice  fell  on  Mr. 
Beattie,  who  being  invited  by 
them  to  accept  of  the  vacant  office, 
repaired  to  the  f*pot,  and  being  in¬ 
ducted  after  the  ufual  manner, 
taught  there  upwards  of  two  years. 
Thus  having  refided  at  Fordoun 
for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  he  dif- 
charged  the  duties  of  a  fchooimafter 

o 

for  the  fpace  of  feven  years. 

Mr.  Beattie’s  fituation  was  now 
very  different  from  what  it  had 
been  at  Fordoun.  He  was  in  every 
refpect  more  comfortable.  He  was 
a  m after  in  by  far  the  ruoft  refpec- 
table  fe  mi  nary  for  clafiical  litera¬ 
ture  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  He 
was  much  more  in  the  way  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  patronage  or  thofe  who 
could  promote  his  advancement. 
He  had  an  opportunity  of  affoci- 
ating  with  literary  men,  and  of 
obtaining:  accefs  to  books.  Tbefe 
advantages  he  improved  as  well 
as  he  could. 

His  ardour  however  was  con¬ 
fidently  relaxed,  and  his  {Indies 
interrupted  by  frequent  head-aches. 
He  had  from  his  earned  years  been 
a  fH;  filed  with  attacks  of  that  kind. 
They  might  however  become 
more  frequent  in  confequence  of 
his  removing  from  the  country, 
and  redding  in  a  town.  The  ne- 
ceffary  confinement  to  which  he 
was  fob  jefited,  mi  gilt  likewife  af- 
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feel  the  general  (fate  of  his  health. 

Th  hours  of  attendance  required 
of  Mr.  Beattie  were,  if  I  miftake 
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Hot,  precifely  the  fame  with  thole 
at  prefen t  ekablifhed.  •  He  had  to 
teach  five  hoarsen  each  day,  Wed- 
nefday  and  Saturday  excepted, 
when  the  daffies  do  not  meet  in  the 
afternoon.  Two  of  thofe hours,  by  a 
regulation  fufficiently  abfurd,  are, 
during  fummer  and  winter,  between 
three  and  five  in  the  afternoon. 
The  health,  both  of  the  mailer  and 
fcholars,  Cannot  fail  to  be. injured 
in  fome  degree  by  being  clofe  pent 
up  in  a  crowded  room,  where  for  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  year  it  is 
neceffary  to  keep  fo  many  candies 
conkantly  burning.  Befides,  nei¬ 
ther  maker  nor  fcholars  are  fo  lit 
for  mental  exertion  immediately 
after  as  before  dinner. 

The  time  which  Beattie  pa  fled 
as  a  teacher  in  the  grammar  fchool 
feems  to  have  been  very  agreeably 
fpent.  He  was  more  in  his  element, 
and  as  a  natural  confequenee  of 
that  fltuation,  he  either  fponta- 
neouflv,  or  at  the  recommendation 
of  his  friends,  determined  to  ex¬ 
hibit  a  fpecimen  to  the  public  of 
what  he  was  capable  of  performing 

It  is  nor  unworthy  of  remark, 
that  the  fame  paper  which  con¬ 
tained  the  firk  intimation  of  his  in¬ 
tention  to  publifh  a  volume'  of 
poems,  contained  alfo  a  notification 
of  the  dea  b  of  his  colleague  Mr. 
•James  Smith,  who  had  only  taught 
for  two  years  and  three  months. 
The  volume  appeared  in  February 
1761 . 

h  was  one  of  the  peculiarities  of 
Dr.  Beatt  ie’s  character,  that  he 
was  very  folicitous  about  his  po¬ 
etical  fame.  The  numerous  altera¬ 
tions  and  emendations  of  his  poems 
are  not  fo  much  here  alluded  to,  as 
the  zeal  which  he  uniformly  dif- 
covered  to  obliterate  any  .remem¬ 
brance  of  the  verfes  compofed  by 
him  at  an  early  period.  The  lat¬ 


ter  prefents  a  feature  very  eliarao- 
teriliic  of  him. 

There  is  every  reafon  to  pre¬ 
fume,  that  Mr.  Beattie  had  paid 
an  uncommon  attention  to  the  Latin 
dailies,  during  his  refidence  at  For- 
dotin.  When  he  was  more  parti¬ 
cularly  called  upon  to  diftinguifh. 
himfelf  as  a  profeflional  man  in 
grammar  fchool,  Aberdeen,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  his  diligence 
was  redoubled,  though  no  proof  of 
it  can  at  this  dillance  of  time  be 
fpecilied. 

He  had  not  refided  long  in  Aber¬ 
deen  when  he  was  uni ve Tally  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  a  young  man 
of  genius.  Claffical  learning  has 
long  been  cultivated  there;  and 
thofe  of  the  inhabitants  who  have 
a  take  for  literature  have  frequent 
opportunities  of  meeting  together. 
A  man’s  abilities  are  confeque  ;tiy 
very  foon  afeertained.  Mr.  Beattie 
might  have  remained  in  ohfcuritv 
for  life,  even  though  his  knowledge 
of  Roman  literature  had  been  much 
more, profound  than  it  really  was, 
had  he  not  poke  fled  poetical  ge¬ 
nius.  Otherwife  he  could  never 
have  excited  fo  general  interek, 
never  have  r  Ted  the  admiration, 
nor  called  forth  the  good  offices  of 
the  public.  Poetry  is  more  gene¬ 
rally  read  than  any  other  kind  of 
compofuion  ;  it  is  more  agreeable 
to  the  take  of  both  fexes  than  the 
kudy  of  any  art  or  fcience;  and 
an  individual  rarely  poffeffies  the 
-ah  by  of  excelling  an  I  contribut¬ 
ing  fo  effentiaily  to  the  pleafure 
and  happinefs  of  his  fellow-crea. 
fare.  Thefe,  as  well  as  other 
caufes,  have  no  d  >ubt  damped  a  va¬ 
lue  upon  the  productions  of  the  poet. 

Mr.  Beattie  had,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  publiflied  propofals 
for  printing  his  poems.  Many  of 
his  pieces  wereibewa  to  his  friends. 
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2nd  from  their  opinion  of  the  merit 
they  poifeiTed,  the  genteeleft  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen 
were  defirous  of  cultivating  his 
acquaintance,  and  were  anxious  to 
be  favoured  with  a  perufal  of  his 
verfes.  His  fituation  as  a  maffer  of 
the  grammar  fchool  was  alfo  the 
means  of  introducing  him  into  the 
bed  company  in  the  town  of  Aber¬ 
deen. 

In  May,  1760,  about  two 
months  after  he  printed  his  pro- 
pofals,  Mr.  Beattie  had  accepted 
of  an  invitation  to  dinner  from  the 
parents  of  one  of  his  fcholars.  It 
required  little  fagacity  to  difcover 
his  fuperior  abilities  ;  and  befides, 
his  fame  had  gone  before  him . 
He  was,  however,  at  lad  requefted 
to  recite  a  part  of  a  poem  he  had 
written.  It  had  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  efcaped  his  merrfbry.  The 
fpecimen  it  was  then  in  his  power 
to  give  produced  a  great  defire  in 
thofe  who  heard  it,  to  hear  the 
whole.  He  accordingly  went  to 
his  lodgings,  and  returned  to  the 
company  with  his  manufcript.  He 
was  informed,  however,  either 
while  he  was  going  or  returning 
from  the  place  where  he  lived,  of 
the  fudden  and  unexpended  death  of 
Profeifor  William  Duncan.  This 
-information  he  naturally  communi¬ 
cated  to  thofe  perfons  towhom  he  was 
about  to  fhew  his  poetical  effufions. 

There  were  now,  it  will  be 
reme«$bered,  two  vacant  profeifor- 
jfhips  hi  Marifchal  College,  becaufe 
Dr.  Gerard  had  a  year  before  been 
chofen  profeffor  of  divinity  on  the 
death  of  Dr.  Pollock,  and  the 
chair  of  moral  philofophy  had  not 
yet  been  filled. 

It  was  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  at  whofe  particular  re- 
queft  Beattie  had  gone  home  for 
his  poems,  that  a^jfoung  man  of 


genius,  and  who  had  produced  fuck 
iinqueft  ionable  proofs  of  his  talents, 
would  be  a  very  fit  fucceiTor  either 
to  Duncan  or  Gerard.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  converfation,  it  is 
likely  Beattie  received  a  confi- 
derable  accefiion  to  his  ambition  ; 
and,  though  confc-ious  or  his  own 
powers,  he  was  pleafed  with  the  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  of  Air  Arbuthnot. 

This  gentleman  however  did  not 
coniine  himfelf  to  empty  and  un¬ 
meaning  compliments  ;  but  ge¬ 
ne  rou fly  offered  to  write  in  his  be¬ 
half  to  the  Earl  of  Errol!,  Lord 
High  Con  liable  of  Scotland.  He 
actually  prevailed  upon  his  lordfhip 
to  recommend  him  to  his  Majefty, 
as  one  well  worthy  of  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  profeifor  ill  ip. 

The  late  Duke  of  Argyle  had 
in  thofe  days  the  nomination  to 
almoft  every  office  in  Scotland  un¬ 
der  the  patronage  of  the  crown  ; 
and  it  is  by  no  means  improbable, 
that  Lord  ErrolPs  application  had 
been  principally  regarded  by  his 
Grace.  Yet  it  is  certain,  that 
others  interefled  themfelves  in  Mr. 
Beattie’s  fuccefs.  The  late  Lord 
Gardenflone,  in  particular,  made 
application  to  government,  and  in 
very  llrong  terms  recommended 
Mr.  Beattie  to  thofe  who  were 
moil  likely  to  do  him  afervice, 

Nearly  four  months,  however, 
had  elapfed  before  Mr.  Beattie  was 
officially  informed  that  the  recom¬ 
mend  a  t  ions  of  his  friends  had  pro  ved 
fuccefs  ful,  and  had  made  him  be 
eiteemed  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  at 
the  helm  of  affairs  as  a  fit  objedt  of 
royal  bounty.  Towards  the  end 
of  September,  1760,  his  Maje fly’s 
patent  came  to  Aberdeen  appoint¬ 
ing  him  a  profeifor  of  philofophy 
in  Marifchal  College  ;  and  on  Wed- 
nefday,  the  1  ft  of  October  follow¬ 
ing,  his  Majeily,s  patent  came  to 
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Aberdeen,  to  Mr.  George  Skene, 
appointing  him  alfo  a  profeffor  of 
philofophy. 

The  newly  appointed  profeffors, 
had  both  fixed  their  eyes  upon  the 
chair  of  moral  philofophy.  Though 
Mr.  Beattie’s  patent  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  received  a  few 
days  earlier  than  Mr.  Skene’s,  yet 
this  was  con  fide  red  as  conferring;  no 
additional  title  to  precedence,  as  it 
regarded  the  right  of  choice.  It 
was  argued,  that  the  whole  plan  of 
education  in  the  college,  as  it  then 
(in  1760)  Hood,  was  a  mere  pri¬ 
vate  flipulation  among  the  pro¬ 
feffors  themfelves  ;  the  patents  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  queflion  at 
iffue. 

Whether  the  two  gentlemen  ac- 
tually  call  lots,  as  I  have  often 
heard  affirmed,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay,  but  upon  Wednefday,  the 
8th  of  October,  1760,  Mr.  George 
Skene  was  admitted  profeffor  of 
natural  and  civil  hiflory,  and  Mr. 
Beattie,  profeffor  of  moral  phi¬ 
lofophy  and  logic. 

We  have  now  deduced  Mr. 
Beattie’s  hiflory  till  he  received  as 
honourable,  ufeful,  aud  refpeftable 
an  appointment  as  any  member  of 
fociety  can  hold.  He  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  more  fortunate  than 
mod  men.  The  difeharge  of  all  the 
duties  of  his  office  was  perfectly 
compatible  with  the  poffeffion  of 
much  leifure,  wherein  he  could 
both  prepare  himfelf  for  the  better 
performance  of  thofe  duties  that 
were  publicly  required  of  him, 
and  could  profecute  other  favourite 
fiudies  without  interruption. 

It  mull  be  remembered  that  he 
obtained  his  profefforfhip  very  un- 
ex  pefted  y.  No  one  will  there¬ 
fore  be  furprifed  that,  in  his  twenty- 
fifth  year,  Mr.  Beattie  was  not  fo 
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well  prepared  to  deliver  a  courfeof 
prelections  upon  moral  philofophy 
and  logic,  as  he  would  doubdefs 
have  been,  had  he  polleffed  time 
to  examine  and  fludy  thofe  exten- 
five,  and  in  forne  refpeds,  abflrufe 
fciences  with  that  exprefs  objeCt  in 
view. 

The  very  circumflance  of  being 
obliged  to  write  ©at  a  fyfiem  of 
ethics  or  of  logic  fo  comprehend ve 
in  its  outline  as  to  deferve  that 
name,  is  not  the  work  of  a  few 
days.  And  befides,  as  an  aca¬ 
demical  courfe  is  defgned  to  ,  „.ni- 
tiate  the  youth  into  the  know_ 
ledge  of  a  fcience,  with  the  very 
firfl  principles  of  which  they  are 
by  fuppolition  unacquainted,  there 
is  a  neceffity  for  a  minuter  detail 
and  greater  amplification,  than  if 
thofe  to  whom  the  courfe  is  deli¬ 
vered  had  made  greater  progrefs. 

Nearly  a  year  before  Mr.  Beattie 
became  a  profeffor,  Adam  Smith 
had  publifhed  his  Theory  of  Moral 
Sentiments.  This  year  forms  as  it 
were  a  new  sera  in  the  hiflory  of 
Scottifh  literature.  Hume  pub- 
lifned  his  hiflory  of  the  houfe  of 
Tudor.  Robertfon  publifhed  his 
Hiflory  of  Scotland,  and  upon  the 
1 1  th  of  December,  1 779,  Dr.  Biair 
began  his  LeCtures  on  Rhetoric. 
Blair  had  the  example  fet  him  by 
profeffor  Robert  Watfon,  of  St. 
Andrews,  who,  in  winter  17 £5-6, 
after  the  example  of  Dr.  Smith, 
(fhewed  him  fome  years  before) 
delivered  a  courfe  of  leftures  upon 
the  fame  fubjeCL 

From  thofeand  other  fources  Mr. 
Beattie  derived  much  information. 
His  habits  of  fludy  were  regular 
and  conflant.  Little  time  was 
fpent  in  idlenefs,  becaufe  ’  e  was 
ambitious  to  acquit  himfelf  with 
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credits,  and  to  benefit  his  {Indents 
as.  far  as  was  in  his  power. 

An  academical  life,  is  fo  barren 
m  Incidents,  that  it  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pelled  to  furnifh  much  in  the  nar¬ 
rative.  The  lives  of  raoft  literary 
men  con f  ft  of  little  more  than  a  hif- 
tory  of  t  eir  works.  His  pleafant 
and.  agreeable  manners,  even  at  this 
time,  have  been  much  commended. 
To  his-  old  aflociates  he  was  kind 
and  affable.  And  at  his  houfe  and 
table  they  were  always  welcome. 

The  Doctor  informs  us  that  his 
EBay  on  Poetry  and  Muftc,  as 
they  affedl  the  mind,  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  year  1762.  It  was 
delivered  before  the  Literary  So¬ 
ciety,  y>f  which  we  have  already 
given  fome  account. 

<0 

The  only  prole  compofition  he 
lad  acknowledged,  and  I  have 
reafon  to  think  that  (befides  the 
difcourfcs  he  delivered  in  the  hall) 
the  only  fmall  pieces  he  had  writ,, 
ten,  were  his  preface  to  the  firfh 
edition  of  his  poems,  and  the  fhort 
notes  he  added  to  the  paftorals  of 

VLgil. 

Mr.  Beattie,  with  a  felicity  of 
arrangement  peculiar  to  himfelf, 
has  difcufted  with  great  judgment 
and  fafte,  the  fubjedls  he  had  pro- 
pofed  to  treat  of  in  this  effay,  He 
was.  eminent  as  an  elegant  critic  ; 
and  every  deference  is  due  to  an 
authority  to  which  the  public  have 
fo  long  looked  up.  After  a  few 
introductory  ohfervations,  he,  in 
the  fir  ft  chanter,  treats  of  the  End 
of  Poetic  1  Compofitiori. 

This  effav  is  fo  well  known, 
that  it  appears  to  be  an  unneceftary 
labour  to  give  a  very  full  account 
©fits  .contents.  It  is  admirably 
calculated  to  initiate  the  youth 
into  the  general  principles  of  cri- 
ricifm  •  and  is  undoubtedly  one  of 


the  beft  treatifes  of  the  kind  in  trier 
Englifh  language.  The  illuftra- 
tions  he  has  given  of  his  particu¬ 
lar  do&rines  are  fo  many  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  there  is  fo  much  am¬ 
plification,  that  it  is  much  adapted 
to  ferve  thofe  purpofes  for  which  it 
was  originally  compofed. 

The  remarks  on  muftc  which  he 
has  introduced  are  exceedingly  in¬ 
genious,  and  very  interefting  ;  and 
difcover  a  thorough  acquaintance 
both  with  the  theory  and  practice 
of  that  art.  The  ftyle  of  all  Beat- 
tie’s  writings  is  excellent ;  but  if 
he  has  furpatTed  himfelf  in  that  re- 
fpeT  in  any  part  of  them,  it  is  (in 
my  opinion)  in  the  chapter  appro¬ 
priated  to  mafic  in  this  effay,  A 
faftidious  critic  might  perhaps  af¬ 
firm,  that  the  connexion  between 
the  chapter  referred  to,  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  eftay,  is  not  very 
apparent ;  and  that  it  ought  rather 
to  be  confidered  as  analogous  to 
what  in  poetical  compofition  is 
called  an  epifode. 

During  the  interval  that  elapfed 
between  the  compofition  of  his 
Effay  on  Poetry,  ore.  and  his  writ¬ 
ing,  in  the  year  1764,  the  Eftay  on 
laughter  and  Ludicrous  Compo¬ 
fition,  he  was  bufily  employed  in 
polifhing  hisleftures,  and  in  making 
them  more  ufeful  to  the  youth  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  care. 

The  general  dodlrine  of  this  ef¬ 
fay,  though  not  fo  copioufty  treat¬ 
ed,  had  been  laid  before  the  public 
by  Dr.  Campbell  in  his  Philofophy 
of  Rhetoric.  It  is  worthy  of  being 
remarked,  that  the  authors  of  both 
performances  have  informed  the 
public  that  they  had  followed  the 
fame  train  of  thought  when  aftign- 
i»g  the  caufe  or  objedl  of  laughter* 
without  any  mutual  communication 
oi  their  fentiments.  ((  It  may  not 
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be  improper/5  lays  Beattie,  <f  to 
inform  the  public,  that  neither  did 
he  1  <now  of  my  having  undertaken 
this  argument,  nor  I  of  his  having 
difcufled  that  fubjedt,  till  we  came 
mutually  to  exchange  our  papers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  knowing  one  an¬ 
other’s  fentiments  in  regard  to 
what  we  had  written,’5 

The  budeft  part  of  Dr.  Beattie’s 
life  was  between  the  time  that  he 
became  a  protefTor,  and  the  year  in 
which  he  publifhed  his  Minftrel, 
AH-  the  works  he  ever  publifhed 
were  planned  and  written  during 
this  period,  excep  ing  his  Evi¬ 
dences  of  the  Chriftri  n  Religion, 
and  his  projected  treatife  on  the 
Have  trade. 

Tn  the  year  1766,  he  married 
Mifs  Mary  Dun,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  Dun,  who,  lor  nearly  fe- 
venty  vears,  was  a  teacher  in  the 
grammar  fchool,  Aberdeen.  It 
has  been  mif- dated  by  fome,  that 
Bea  ttie  was  married  during  the 
time  that  he  was  a  mailer  in  that 
fchool.  He  had  been  nearly  fix 
years  a  profeffor  before  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  ;  and  this  lady  (till  furvives 
him.  Her  brother  fucceeded  Mr. 
Beattie  in  the  grammar  fchool. 

I  have  every  reafon  to  prefume, 
that  Te  far-famed  Eifay  on  the 
jNaturc  and  Immutability  of  T ruth, 
was  compofed  about  this  period, 
though  not  publifhed  tillfome  time 
after.  His  duty  a-  a  profetTor  na¬ 
turally  led  him  <0  the  examination 
of  thofe  dodlrines  fo  zealoufly  main¬ 
tained  by  the  admirers,  or  I  ought 
rather  to  fay,  authors  of  the  fcep. 
tical  philofophy.  And  how  he  has 
acquitted  himfelf  in  that  refped  is 
well  known  to  the  public. 

This  eBay  raifed  the  author’s 
fame  very  high.  It  was  much 
read  and  much  praifed  in  England  j 
2 


and  what  is  very  extraordinary, 
this  was  at  a  time  when  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  Reid,  from  whom  Beattie 
derived  whatever  it  contained  of 
any  importance,  were,  commra- 
tiv  ly  fpeakmg,  little  known. 
In  South  Britain  his  charset  *r  as  a 
philofopher  was  much  higher  tbaa 
in  his  native  countrv. 

\f 

•  e  are  informed  by  Mr.  B  1  tie 
himfelf,  that  die  greater  pert  .£ 
the  Minftrel  war  compofed  in  he 
year  1768.  It  is  probable  t*-  t 
his  great  anxiety  to  qualify  hi. ti¬ 
led  for  the  d:fc  barge  of  hi  proi/C 
fional  du  y  had  Jhtermpted,  in  a 
eonfiderable  degree,  the  ftrcmg 
bent  of  his  genius  to  cultivate  the 
mufes.  However  he  returned  with 
new  vigour  to  his  favourite  amafe- 
ment  ;  and  (he  Minftrel,  or  the 
prog  refs  o'  genius,  has  enrolled  his 
name  in  the  lift  of  the  moft  dif- 
tinguifhed  poets.  The  firft  part  of 
this  beautiful  poem  was  not  publish¬ 
ed  till  about  three  years  after  it 
was  compofed. 

i 

Few  poems  have  been  fo  gene¬ 
rally  read  arid  fo  juft  ly  admire  d.  Ia 
the  preface  he  has  afligned  his  rea- 
fons  for  imitating  Spencer  in  the 
meafure  of  his  verfe ;  and  there 
are  few  who  will  not  allow  that 
what  he  has  there  Hated  deferves 
great  attention.  It  fuited  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  poem,  and  befides  it 
plea  fed  his  ear.  The  meafure 
which  pleafed  the  ear  of  Spencer, 
of  Thomfon,  of  Shenftone,  and  of 
Beattie,  ought  not  to  be  rafhly 
condemned.  It  muft  not  be  dif- 
fembled,  however,  that  critics  of 
very  great  eminence  have  been  of 
a  different  opinion. 

Mr.  Beattie  was  then  in  the 
prime  of  life,  being  in  his  thirty- 
third  year.  A  poem  which  has 
been  fo  much  read  and  admired  by 
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the  public,  Hands  in  very  little 


need  of  a  critique  on  its  merits. 
He  hasdifplayed  very  great  powers 
of  imagination.  And  the  har¬ 
mony,  fimplicity,  and  variety  of 
the  corapofition,  will  bear  to  be 
compared  with  the  attainments  of 
the  greateft  mailers  of  Englifh  ver¬ 
ification.  There  are  few  ftanzas 
in  the  two  books  which  do  not  ex¬ 
hibit  the  moil  confpicuoas  beauties 
— -great  correClnefs  of  tafte- — a  moft 
admirable  choice  of  imagery  com¬ 
bined  with  thofe  other  qualities 
which  conilitute  excellence  in 
poetical  compofition.  The  fame 
opinion,  however,  has  not  fo  uni- 
verfaliy  prevailed  as  to  the  unity 
or  confiflency  of  the  fable. 

The  publication  of  Dr.  Beattie’s 
MinHrel,  fo  very  foon  after  his 
Eifay  on  Truth,  contributed  moll 
effentially  to  the  general  diffemi- 
nation  of  the  latter.  In  Scotland 
it  did  not  produce  fo  fudden  nor  fo 
great  effects  as  in  England  ;  but 
the  friends  whom  his  poetical  ge¬ 
nius  gained  him,  were  of  all  per- 
fons  in  the  world  belt  able  to  give 
popularity  to  a  work  of  merit,  and 
which  treated  of  fubje&s  in  which 
few  of  the  great  mafs  of  readers 
confider  themfelves  interefted. 

On  the  1 2th  of  December,  1770, 
he  received  the  degree  of  DoCtor  of 
Taws  from  King’s  College,  Aber¬ 
deen. 

In  the  year  1771,  Beattie,  at 
the  end  of  the  feffion  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  propofed  to  vifit  London. 
His  fame,  as  a  man  of  genius, 
eafily  procured  for  him  letters  of 
introdudion  to  the  moil  celebrated 
literary  characters  in  the  metro¬ 
polis.  He  did  not,  however,  leave 
Aberdeen  till  the  month  of  July. 

Mr.  Bofwell  had  the  honour  of 
Introducing  him  to  Dr.  Johnfon, 


and  his  other  friends  exerted  them, 
feives  to  procure  for  him  as  fa¬ 
vourable  a  reception  as  his  great 
merit  deferved.  In  Scotland  this 
was  an  eafy  matter,  becaufe  he  was 
already  known  to  be  a  man  of  ge¬ 
nius,  and  an  autlaor  of  very  con- 
fiderable  reputation.  Many  were 
therefore  willing  to  proffer  their 
fervices,  who,  whiHt  they  {hewed 
their  own  confequence,  were  c  y 
making  life  of  him  to  bring  them- 
felve-  :nto  notice.  Beattie’s  merit 
moft  certainly  was  the  caufe  of  the 
great  attention  which  he  received 
at  London.  He  was,  as  the  great 
Lord  Bacon  expreffes  it,  Faber 
fum  fortunm,  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune. 

After  remaining  a  fhort  time  in 
London,  he  returned  to  Aberdeen, 
and  felt  thofe  agreeable  fenfations 
which  perfons  only  who  have  ex¬ 
perienced  unexpected  fuccefs  can 
eltimate. 

His  ufual  academical  labours 
occupied  his  attention,  for  he  was 
always  zealous  to  promote  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  his  pupils,  and  in  their  be¬ 
half  did  not  regret  any  exertion  on 
his  own  part.  The  extent  and  va¬ 
riety  of  his  courfe  could  not  fail  to 
improve  thofe  fludents  who  attend¬ 
ed  his  elafs,  and  the  proficiency 
which  many  of  his  fcholars  have 
made  puts  this  beyond  a  doubt. 

About  the  beginning  of  June, 
1773,  he  again  went  to  London. 
His  encouragement  upon  his  for¬ 
mer  vifit  was,  to  a  man  in  his  eafy 
circumftances,  a  fufficient  induce¬ 
ment  to  undertake  another  journey 
to  the  capital.  He  had  another 
reafon,  which,  though  confidered 
by  the  envious  and  illiberal  as  en¬ 
tailing  fervitude,  lias  never  hither¬ 
to  been  applied  to  an  improper  pur- 
pofe.  His  merit,  as  an  author,  had 
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even  called  the  attention  of  royalty ; 
a  fignal  proof  how  highly  he  was 
rated  by  all  defcriptions  in  the 
community. 

His  prefent  Ma jelly  has*  beyond 
all  precedent,  extended  his  patron¬ 
age  to  eminent  literary  characters. 
This  patronage  has  originated 
folely  from  himfelf ;  and  the  moll 
difcontented  candidates  for  pub- 
11  '''favour  have  not  had  the  hardi¬ 
hood  to  affirm,  that  the  royal 
bounty  has  in  any  inflance  been 
conferred  upon  an  unworthy  oM 
jedL  This  is  no  fmall  teftimony 
to  the  rectitude  of  intention,  .and 
to  the  difcrimination  of  the  patron. 

A  fhort  time  after  Beattie  went 
to  London  a  memorial  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  king.  Dr.  Beattie 
had,  it  is  likely,  the  moll  exprefs 
affurance  from  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vants,  that  his  memorial  fhould  not 
pafs  unnoticed.  The  form,  how¬ 
ever,  of  petitioning  the  king  is 
never  difpenfed  with.  Beattie's 
petition  was  favourably  received. 

On  the  30ihof  June,  1773,  he 
was  prefentcd  to  the  king  at  the 
levee  by  Lord  Dartmouth.  The 
levee  was  on  that  day  exceedingly 
erouded.  Dr.  Beattie,  however, 
had  the  diilinguifhed  honour  ol 
converfmg  with  the  king  for  five 
minutes  ;  a  mark  of  attention  not 
conferred  upon  ordinary  men,  and 
which  thofe  who  are  in  the  greatell 
favour  do  not  always  prefume  to 
expedl. 

The  fubllance  of  this  converft- 
tion  with  his  Ma jelly  confided 
chiefly  in  high  commendations 
and  compliments,  ftrongly  and  ele¬ 
gantly  exprefled  on  his  writings, 
particularly  his  Eftay  on  Truth. 
Such  unexpected  panegyric  could 
not. fail  to  make  a  lading  iinpreflion 
on  his  mind. 


On  the  2  ill  of  Augufl  followings 
Dr.  Beattie  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Robinfon,  Lord  North’s  fe- 
cretary,  which  communicated  to 
him  the  agreeable  information  that 
his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  him  a  pen  lion  3  and  a  (Tur¬ 
ing  him  that  when  other  neceffary 
bufinefs  was  difpstched,  the  war¬ 
rant  for  payment  of  the  penfion 
fhould  bemade  out. 

This  was  accordingly  done  after 
a  reafonable  time  hadelapfed*  He 
was  obliged*  however,  dill  to  re¬ 
main  in  London,  as  his  bufinefs 
was  not  yet  completed, 

Beattie  was  during  this  time  in¬ 
formed  that  his  Majefty  had  ex- 
preflfed  a  defire  to  admit  him  to  a 
private  audience  :  and  accordingly 
upon  the  27th  of  October  he  had 
an  audience  of  their  Majefties  at 
Kew.  He  remained  there  for  an  hour 
and  a  quarter.  He  uniformly  ex- 
prefted  his  admiration  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  knowledge  which  both  the  king 
and  queen  difeovered  upon  every 
topic  which  happened  to  become 
the  fubjedl  of  converfation.  A 
more  intimate  knowledge  with  the 
former  and  prefent  ftate  of  literature 
was  difeovered  by  them,  than  in  his 
opinion  could  have  been  expe^ed 
from  perfons  in  their  elevated  na¬ 
tion. 

When  Dr.  Beattie  was  about  to 
retire,  he  exprefled  himfelf  thus  to 
his  Majefty  :  ((  I  hope,  Sir,  your 
Majefty  will  pardon  me,  if  I  take 
this  opportunity  o(  returning  you 
my  humble  and  mod  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgements  for  the  honour 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  confer 
upon  me.”  His  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  reply  : 

“  1  think  I  could  not  have  (lone 
lefs  for  a  man  who  has  done  10 
much  fervice  to  the  nation  in  ge¬ 
neral. 
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neral,  and  to  thecaufe.of  truth.  I 
lhall  be  always  glad  of  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  fhew  the  good  opinion  I 
have  of you.” 

He  was  chiefly  employed  for  a 
conflderable  period  after  he  returned 
from  London,  in  preparing  his  Ef- 
fay  on  Truth  for  another  edition. 
This  he  publifhed  at  Edinburgh  in 
the  year  177 6.'  Befldes  the  two 
eflfays  formerly  mentioned,  viz. 
that  on  Poetry  and  Mufic,  and  that 
on  Laughter  and  Ludicrous  Com- 
pofition,  there  is  in  the  fame  vo¬ 
lume  an  EBay  on  the  Utility  of 
Clafilcal  Learning. 

In  the  year  1777?  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  copying  for  the  prefs  the 
EBay  on  Memory  and  Imagina¬ 
tion  (fee  p.  1  2  of  that  Efiay).  I 
fay  copying,  becaufe  the  public 
are  exprefsly  informed  that  what 
he  then  publifhed  were  parts  of 
thofe  lectures  which  he  delivered  to 
the  ftudents  under  his  care. 

This  EiTay  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  mailer-piece  of  Beattie’s  profe 
ivorks.  It  affords  one  of  the  bed 
fpecimens  of  what  I  may  perhaps 
be  permitted  to  call  *'c  the  popular 
left ure.”  It  contains  a  vail  va¬ 
riety  of  fafts  collected  with  great  . 
care,  and  his  reafoning  upon  thofe 
fadts  is  in  general  unexceptionable. 
The  fame  obfervation,  however, 
may  be  made  here  which  was  made 
upon  the  EBay  on  Poetry  and  Mu- 
fie,  that  the  two  parts  of  the  EBay 
do  not  hang  together  fo  clofely  as 
perhaps  a  fevere  critic  would  be 
difpofed  to  require. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  in  his 

O  v 

hi  dory  occurred  for  fome  years. 
His  fame  was  now  firmly  eftab- 
liflied  ;  and,  if  poffible,  was  much 
higher  in  England  than  in  his  11a* 
tive  country.  He  had  now  ar. 
x'ived  at  a  more  affluent  fuuation 


than  perhaps  he  had  ever  expelled. 
In  the  year  1778,  however,  he  pro¬ 
jected  a  work  on  the  (lave  trade, 
but  never  completed  it.  The  fub- 
flance  of  that  treatife  he  has  in¬ 
ferred  in  his  Elements  of  Moral 
Science.  And  in  a  note  he  has 
Bated  what  prevented  him  from 
accomplhhing  his  original  inten¬ 
tion. 

In  the  year  1779,  he  publiflied, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  clafs,  a  lift  of 
Scotticifms  to  the  amount  of  two 
hundred.  This  pamphlet  has  been 
of  great  benefit  to  many.  It  has 
often  been  remarked,  however, 
that  a  conflderable  number  of  thofe 
woids  and  phrafes,  which  he  has 
named  Scotticifms,  might  have 
been  with  as  much  propriety  de¬ 
nominated  vulgar  Anglicifms. 
However,  as  they  are  not  of  claf- 
fical  authority,  it  is  a  matter  of 
little  importance  by  what  name 
they  are  called. 

The  fubftance  of  Beattie’s  EBay 
on  Dreaming  was  printed  in  a  pe¬ 
riodical  paper  called  The  Mirror, 
publiflied  at  Edinburgh.  He  muft 
have  paid  conflderable  attention  to 
the  fubjedh  Yet  I  fufpedl  that  no 
perfon  dreams  much  who  Beeps 
found.  How  it  happens  that  in 
(what  may  be  called)  this  inter¬ 
mediate  Bate,  the  fancy  fhould  con- 
fider  thofe  things  as  realities  which 
have  no  exiflence,  will  never  per¬ 
haps  be  fully  explained.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  proof  of  the  a&ivity  of 
the  human  mind,  and  that  after 
exertion  it  is  not  fubjefted  to  the 
fame,  or  fimilar  laflitude  with  the 
body,  which  requires  reft  to  re* 
cruit  what  it  has  loft  by  fatigue* 

The  Theory  of  Language  is  one 
of  his  longeft,  and  certainly  the 
moft  important,  and  original  of 
his  detached  Eflays.  I  am  not 
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sfraid  of  con  tradition  when  1  af¬ 
firm  it  to  be  the  mod  ufetul  trea- 
tife  on  the  fubjed  in  the  language. 
The  works  of  Harris  and  Mori- 
boddo  are  too  a  b  Ur  aft  for  young 
ftudents,  and  rather  calculated  for 
thofe  who  have  acquired  fome 
knowledge  of  the  fubjed:.  Befides, 
their  plan  is  not  fo  coiftprehenfive 
as  Beattie’s.  Upon  the  whole,  it 
is  an  excellent  Effay.  To  enter, 
however,  upon  the  difeufilon  of 
the  theories  he  has  advanced,  would 
be  improper  at  the  prefect  time. 

He  who  pei'ufes  the  remaining 
three  diflertations,  contained  in 
the  fame  volume ;  on  Fable  and 
Romance  j  on  the  Attachment  of 
Kindred  ;  and  llluftrations  of  Sub¬ 
limity,  will  fmd  many  things  to 
amufe  and  to  inftrud  him. 

Thefe  differtatioris  were  pub- 
lifhed  early  in  the  year  1783. 

Next  year  Dsn  Beattie  paid  a 
vifit  to  Dr.  Porteus,  then  Bifhop 
of  Chefter,  and  now  B  (hop  of 
London.  Pie  %(  (hewed  his  Lord- 
fhip  a  (ketch  of  the  fir  ft  and  fecond 
chapter  of  a  Treat ife  on  the  Evi¬ 
dence  of  Chriftianity,  and  gave 
him  a  general  account  of  what  he 
meant  to  introduce  in  the  fequel.” 
The  bifhop  (aid;  tf  that  fbmething 
of  this  kind  was  much  wanted,  and 
that  a  com prehey five  view  of  the 
principal  evidences  of  Chriftianity, 
drawn  up  in  iuch  a  manner  as  to 
fix  the  attention  without  fatiguing 
it,  might  be  highly  ufelui  in 
eftablifhing  the  religious  princi¬ 
ples  of  our  youth  at  their  fir  ft  en¬ 
trance  into  the  world. 

The  defign  of  this  little  work, 
thus  diftindly  exprefied,  cannot 
poflibly  be  mifunderftood.  It  is 
drawn  up  with  great  ability,  and 
though  nothing  new  could  be  ex- 
peded  upon  fo  trite  a  fubj ed,  yet 


to  thofe  who  have  paid  little  at¬ 
tention  to  the  argument  it  may  be 
ufeful. 

In  the  year  179 o,  Dr.  Beattie 
edited,  at  Edinburgh,  Addifon’s 
Papers,  in  4  vols.  and  wrote  the 
preface. 

About  this  time  he  fuftained 
a  great  lofs  by  the  death  of  his 
eldeft  fon  James  Hay  Beattie. 
The  Dodor  wrote  a  very  intereft- 
ing  account  of  this  excellent  young 
man.  No  one  who  has  any  tafte 
for  good  writing,  for  fimplicity  of 
language,  and  narrative  compofed 
of  a  feledion  of  the  molt  intereft- 
ing  incidents,  will,  I  am  perfuaded, 
be  Satisfied  with  perufing  it  only 
once. 

Dr.  Beattie  never  completely 
recovered  the  (hock  he  received  by 
his  fon’s  death.  He  was  a  tender 
arid  indulgent  father ;  and  the 
amiable  difpofitions,  the  filial  obe¬ 
dience,  and  uncommon  endowments 
of  j.  H.  Beattie,  gave  full  fcope 
to  the  exercife  of  thofe  paternal  a /- 
fedions.  He  was  cut  off  too  at  a 
time  of  life  when  the  hopes  of  the 
father,  and  indeed  of  all  who  knew 
him,  were  raifed  very  high. 
Though  young,  he  had  given  the 
mo  ft  undeniable  proofs  ot  great 
abilities,  and  promifed  to  be  an 
ornament  to  that  Univerfity  where¬ 
of  he  was  a  member,  and  to  be  a 
fource  of  ccfmfort  to  his  parent  in 
his  declining  years. 

In  the  year  1791,  Dr.  Beattie 
printed,  but  did  not  pubiifh,  a 
{mail  volume  of  his  fon’s  works, 
wherein  are  contained  feveral 
pieces  which  he  has  not  thought 
proper  to  reprint. 

He  went  to  London' in  the  fum- 
mer  of  the  fame  year,  accompanied 
by  his  fon  Montagu  Beattie.  This 
young  man,  who  was  about  ten 
*  X  2  years 
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years  younger  than  his  brother, 
died  in  the  month  of  March,  1796. 
He  was  called  Montagu,  after 
Mrs.  Montagu,  whohad  patronized 
Dr.  Beattie  at  a  very  early  period, 
and  whofe  Effay  on  Shakfpeare 
the  Dodor  has  taken  fo  many  op- 
por  unities  of  commending. 

This  youth  died  of  a  difeafe 
limilar  to  that  which  cut  off  his 
brother* 

Thefe  and  other  misfortunes,  to 
ufe  the  language  of  the  poet, 
*(  harrowed  up  the  foul”  of  Dr. 
Beattie,  and  his  health,  never  at 
any  time  good,  was  thereby  very 
confiderably  impaired.  He  was 
no  longer  under  the  neceflity  of 
doing  the  duty  of  the  clafs,  be- 
caufe  he  had  the  influence  to  eet 
Mr.  George  Glenny  appointed  his 
affiftant  and  fuc cello r. 

Of  late  years  he  entirely  fe- 
queffered  himfelf  from  fociety,  and 
even  the  kind  attentions  and  ci¬ 
vilities  of  his  friends  and  admirers 
-  were  not  relifhed  by  him.  He 
dropped  all  correfpondence  with  his 
old  Ennlifh  friends,  and  their  nu- 
merons  inquiries  after  the  date  of 
his  health  did  not  now  excite  thofe 
quick  fenflbilities  of  which  he  had 
formerly  been  fo  fufceptible.  Pre¬ 
mature  old  age,  with  all  its  infir¬ 
mities,  had  made  rapid  advances 
upon  him,  and  for  three  years  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  he  kept  the  houfe, 
and  was  for  a  great  part  of  that 
time  confined  to  his  bed*  If  I 
miffake  not,  the  la  ft  time  he  ven¬ 
tured  out  to  take  a  fhort  walk, 
was  in  the  month  of  June,  1800. 
He  was  then  very  corpulent,  and 
dilcovered  extreme  debility.  At 
this  time  he  was  only  about  fixty* 
five  years  of  age. 

His  perfon  was  about  the  middle 
fize,  of  a  broad  fquare  make,  which 


feemed  to  indicate  a  more  robud 

condi  tution  than  he  really  had.  I 

* 

have  formerly  mentioned  that  he 
was,  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  fubjeft  to  atacks  of  head* 
ach,  which  upon  many  occafions 
interrupted  his  {Indies.  His  fea¬ 
tures  were  exceedingly  regular; 
his  complexion  wasfomewhat  dark  ; 
his  eyes  had  more  ex  predion  than 
thofe  of  any  other  perfon  1  remem¬ 
ber  to  have  feen. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  he 
(hewed  great  convivial  talents, 
and  was  much  admired  in  com¬ 
pany  for  his  wit  and  uncommon 
flow  of  humour.  >  He  indulged 
himfelf,  however,  in  liberties  of 
that  kind  very  feldom  for  many 
years  pail.  He  was  a  mod  ad¬ 
mirable  pander.  Many  of  his  puns 
are  often  quoted  in  converfation  in 
the  north  ;  which,  as  far  as  that 
kind  of  wit  deferves  praife,  dif- 
cover  great  facility  of  invention. 
Any  time  that  I  ever  (aw  him  in 
company,  he  was  remarkably  filent, 
but  I  could  difeover  that  he  was 
not  only  attentive  to  the  Conver¬ 
fation,  but  feemed  to  be  dudying 
the  features  of  thofe  perfons  with 
whom  he  was  in  company. 

In  another  fituation,  and  with 
other  affociates,  it  is  likely  that 
he  would  have  exerted  himfelf 
more,  and  would  perhaps  have 
taken  a  much  greater  {hare  in  the 
converfation.  He  was  an  excellent 
phyfiognomid,  and  from  his  great 
intercourfe  with  the  world,  his 
long  experience  and  his  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  he  formed  a  very 
correct  opinion  of  the  characters  of 
thofe  with  whom  he  happened  to 
converfe. 

What  enhances  Dr.  Beattie's 
merit  in  the  edimation  of  all  good 
judges,  is,  that  the  circumdances 
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wherein  lie  was  originally  placed 
were  To  unfavourable  towards  pro¬ 
curing  advancement.  If  he  had 
po defied  the  advantages  of  birth 
or  of  fortune,  his  fuccefs  would 
not  have  been  confiidered  as  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary. 

In  every  lituation  in  life  he  ac¬ 
quitted  himfelf  with  credit,  and 
had  the  add  refs  to  recommend  him¬ 
felf  to  fuch  perfons  as  were  likely 
to  do  him  a  fervice.  His  manners 
were  very  conciliating,  and  he 
had  a  vein  of  good  fenfe  that  rarely 
deferred  him,  and  without  which 
men  of  great  abilities  can  never 
expeft  to  intereft  in  their  behalf 
thofe  who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  adminifter  to  their  promotion. 
Learning  alone  cannot  do  this. 

After  he  had  endured  much  bo¬ 
dily  pain,  and  in  a  great  meafure 
had  become  infenfible  even  to  what 
he  himfelf  was  buffering,  Dr. Beattie 
died,  at  Aberdeen,  upon  the  1 8 th 
day  of  Auguft,  1S03. 

It  will  be  admitted,  that  if  he 
was  not  at  the  time  of  his  death 
the  firft  literary  character  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  he  was  fecond 
or  third  in  the  lilt. 


Biographical  Notice  of  William  Robert 
Fitzgerald,  Duke  of  Leiufit  r , 

(From  the  European  Magazine, J 

William  Robert  Fitzgerald  was 
the  fecond  of  his  illufirious  family 
who  had  inherited  a  dukedom  ;  his 
father,  not  only  the  molt  ancient 
earl,  >but  the  moft  ancient  peer  of 
Ireland,  was,  immediately  after 
the  acceffion  of  his  prefent  Majefty 
to  the  throne,  promoted,  from 
being  earl  of  Kildare,  to  he  Mar¬ 


*  309 

quis  of  Kildare  and  Duke  of  Lein, 
(ter  ;,  (the  latter  is  the  eideft  l'on’s 
title  of  that  family.) 

His  Grace  was  not  lefs  nobly 
defeended  in  the  maternal  line  : — * 
His  mother,  the  Dowager- Duchefs 
of  Leinfter,  filter  to  the  prefent, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Richmond,  and  thus  allied  as  w  ell 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia  as  to  the 
two  rival  relatives  who  had  fo 
long  contended  for  the  Imperial 
crown  of  Great  Britain, —thofe  of 
Brunfwick  and  Stuart. 

His  Grace  the  late  duke  was 
born  in  March,  1748.  Before  his 
fuceefiion  to  the  peerage,  he  re  pre- 
fen  ted  the  city  of  Dublin  in  parlia. 
ment  ;  and  in  November,  3773, 
he  took  his  feat  in  the  Houle  of 
Peers,  cn  the  death  of  his  father. 
In  November,  1777,  he  married 
Emilia  Olivia  St.  George,  daughter 
and  foie  heirefs  of  Ulher,  Lord  St. 
George  ;  and  by  her  Grace,  who 
died  fome  time  fince,  had  fevera! 
children. 

He  was  premier  peer  of  Ireland, 
Marquis'  and  Earl  of  Kildare, 
Earl  of  OiFaley,  Vifcount  Leinfter, 
of  Taplow,  in  the  county  of  Bucks, 
(England,)  and  Baron  of  Oftaley, 
Pie  was  one  of  the  original  knights 
companions  of  the  illuftrious  order 
of  St.  Patrick,  Governor  of  the 
County  of  Kildare,  and  a  Member 
of  his  Majefty  T  Moft  Honourable 
Privy  Council. 

The  Duke  of  Leinfter  received 
the  fir  ft  part  of  his  education  at  Eton 
fchool ;  whence  he  went  to  the  uni, 
verfiry  of  Cambridge,  and,  after 
taking  a  degree,  vifited  moft  of  the 
polite  Courts  ot  Europe,  where  the 
rank  of  Marquis  of  Kildare  pro¬ 
cured  him  not  more  attention  and 
refpetfi  than  his  amiable  qualities 
peculiarly  commanded. 

His 
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His  Lordfhip,  charmed  with  the 
manners,  the  climate,  and  the  fine 
arts  of  Italy,  fpenr  mod  of  .thofe 
years  devoted  to  making  the  grand 
four  in  that  delightful  country. 
He  was  upon  his  . travels  when  the 
Marquis  Townfhend  was  appointed 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  who, 
in  the  year  1768,  gave  the  royal 
a  (Tent  to  the  O&ennial  Bill,  which 
then  changed  the  duration  of  the 

1 -j 

Xrifh  Parliament  from  being  perpe¬ 
tual  to  the  period  of  eight  years. 
The  perpetual  Parliament  was  then 
diffolved,  and  a  general  election 
immediately  followed  5  at  which 
the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  nominated  the  Marr 
jquis  of  Kildare,  who  was  then  in 
Italy,  and  juft  entered  into  the 
twenty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  a 
candidate  to  reprefent  them. 

The  ancient  family  felt  them- 
felves  much  flattered  by  the  kind 
partiality  manifefted,  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  by  the  Citizens  of  Dublin 
toward  their  eldeft  fon »  They  ac¬ 
cepted  the  invitation  *  the  Marquis 
was  declared  a  candidate,  and  a 
canvas  upon  the  part  of  his  Lord¬ 
fhip  immediately  commenced, 

The  con t eft  which  took  place  at 
his  eledion  was  greater  than  any 
which  has  fince  occurred  on  a  finji- 
lar  occafion.  One  candidate  *  was 
almoft:  unanimoufty  returned  ;  but 
the  Marquis  of  Kildare  was  op- 
pofed  by  John  La  Touche,  Efq., 
whofe  father  was  then  living,  and 
was  the  richeft  and  mpft  refpeftable 
banker  in  Ireland,  The  firm  of 
Ids  houfe  -is  yet  continued  by  his 
fons,  (one^of  whom  is  John,)  and 
continues  to  be  marked  with  the 


fame  liberality  and  integrity  which 
has  diftinguifhed  it  for  near  a  cen¬ 
tury,  and  given  it  the  chara&er  of 
being,  perhaps,  the  firft  private 
banking- houfe  in  this  empire. 

The  Marquis  being  abroad,  a 
gentleman  of  much  celebrity,  and 
at  that  time  well  known  all  over 
Europe,  (the, late  John  St.  Leger, 
Efq.,)  became  locum  tenet?  i  for  his 
Lordfhip,  in  whofe  favour  the 
ejection  ultimately  terminated  after 
a  long  conteft,  which  is  ftated  to 
have  coil  each  of  thofe  two  candi¬ 
dates  above  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  while  Dr.  Lucas  was  re¬ 
turned  tree  of  expence. 

This  Parliament,  the  firft  afTerp* 
bled  after  the  palling  the  OHenhiai 
’Bill,  continued  almoft  the  full  pe¬ 
riod  of  its  limitation,  being  called 
together  in  the  year  1768,  and  not 
diffolved  until  the  year  177 6  ;  at 
which  time,  the  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Leinfter  prevented  the  Marquis 
from  again  becoming  a  candidate 
for  the  Irifh  metropolis,  as  he  had 
now  fucceeded  his  father  in  his  ti¬ 
tle  and  eftates. 

During-  the  American  war,  a 
demerit  of  the  combined  enemy 
upon  Ireland  was  not  only  medi¬ 
tated,  but  feriaufty .  apprehended, 
and  among  the  numerous  corps 
which  formed  the  volunteer  armies 
of  Ireland,  a  regiment  was  embo¬ 
died  at  Dublin,  in  the  year  1778} 
compofed  of  the  moft  refpeftable 
merchants  and  traders  of  that  city, 
called  the  Dublin  Volunteers,  who 
unanimoufty  elected  the  Duke  pf 
Leinfter  their  Colonel. 

The  fpirit  of  the  nation  rapidly 
augmented  this  army  of.  the  peo- 


*  The  late  Dr.  Lpcas,  an  Irifh  phyfician  r,f  great  eminence  ;  a  man  not  lefs  celebrated 
for  his  great  abilities  than  his  genuine  patriotiim  ;  and  to  whofe  memory  the  Citizens 
©('Dublin  have  ereCted  a  finely- fculptured pedeltrian  marbie  ftatue  in  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change  of  that  city. 
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pie  ;  and,  upon  the  4th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1779,  his  Grace  afted  in  the 
capacity  of  Reviewing-General  of 
all  the  corps  of  Dublin  and  the 
neighbouring  counties. 

There  were  fome  men  at  this 
time  in  the  Duke  of  Leinfter’s  re¬ 
giment,  whofe  patriotifm  indicated 
a  ftrong  tendency  to  degenerate  into 
fedi  tion  :  thefpirit  by  which  they 
were  actuated  fpread  itfelf  among 
other  corps  ;  his  Grace  warmly  re¬ 
probated,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
their  fymptoms  of  difaffefiion,  and 
recommended,  in  their  room,  a 
ffeady  perfeverance,  tempered  with 
moderation,  in  the  attainment  of 
thofe  great  conftiiutional  meafures 
which  the  I.rifii  volunteer  army 
were  then  feeking,  and  afterwards 
obtained  in  the  year  1782.  This 
moderate  conduct  adopted  by  the 
Duke  much  offended  fome  of  the 
members  of  his  Grace’s  reedment  ; 

they  immediately  feheded,  and 

*  *  * 

formed  a  corps,  which  they  called 
the  Independent  Dublin  Volun¬ 
teers. 

From  this  period,  the  popula¬ 
rity  of  the  Duke  of  Leinfter  conti¬ 
nued  to  abate,  and  his  Grace  no 
longer  held  the  diftinguifhed  cha¬ 
racter  of  Reviewing-General  of  the 
Jrifh  Volunteer  Army  ;  that  ho¬ 
nour  was  conferred  upon  the  late 

i. 

Earl  of  Charlemont,  who  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  undifturbed  enjoyment 
of  that  rank  as  long  as  the  Volun¬ 
teers  remained  embodied. 

Some  few  years  fioce,  his  Grace 
held  the  office  of  Mailer  of  the 
Rolls  in  Ireland,  now  jointly  held 
-by  the  Earls  of  Giandoreand  Carys- 
fort  ;  and  again,  fo  lately  as  the 
adminitf  ration  of  Earl  Fitz  william, 
he  accepted  the  office  of  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  and  Han  a  per. 

When  the  important  cjyeftion  of 
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regency  was  agitated  in  1789,  the 
Duke  of  Leinfter  fupported  the 
meafure  of  appointing  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Regent  without  any  re¬ 
ft  riftion,  and,  with  Earl  Charle¬ 
mont,  conflituted  the  deputation 
from  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  to 
wait  upon  his  Royal  Highnefs 
with  their  addrefs  for  that  purpofe, 

The  Duke  of  Leinfter’s  elder 
brother,  Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald, 
(now  Lord  Lecale,)  is  an  Admiral 
in  his  Majefty’s  navy.  His  fe- 
cond  brother,  Lord  Henry,  was, 
during  the  late  Iriih  Parliament, 
the  colleague  of  Mr.  Grattan,  in 
the  reprefentation  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  to  which  they  were  both 
ele<hed  free  of  expence,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  two  Aldermen  of  that  city, 
who  were  fupported  by  the  patron¬ 
age  of  Government.  His  third 
brother,  Lord  Robert,  was  for¬ 
merly  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of 
Dorfet  at  the  Court  of  V erfailles, 
and  afterwards  Charge  des  Affaires 
in  France.  His  yoimgeft  brother, 
the  late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
terminated  his  political  career,  du¬ 
ring  a  former  unhappy  rebellion,  in 
a  manner  too  melancholy  to  dwell 
upon. 

Leinfter  Houfe,  his  Grace’s 
town  refidence  at  Dublin,  is  the 
moll  princely  manfion  in  that  city  ; 
and  his  country-feat,  at  Carton,  in 
the  county  of  Kildare,  is  not  lefs 
magnificent;  it  is  fitua ted.  about 
twelve  miles  from  Dublin,  upon 
his  Grace’s  eifiate,  which,  though 
occupying  above  eighty  tboufapd 
acres  in  that  county,  did  not  pro* 
duoe,  at  a  general  election  in  Ire¬ 
land,  one  hundred  registered  pro- 
tellant  freeholders. 

His  Grace,  feme  years  fince, 
built  a  very  neat  and  regular  towny 
(called  Maynoocb,)  adjoining  his 
*  X  4  /country* 
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country.fefidence,  principally  in¬ 
habited  by  an  humble  race  of  ma.. 
nufafturers  ;  and  near  this  town  he 
granted  a  large  piece  of  ground, 
containing  feveral  acres,  to  the 
truftees  or  a  feminary,  edablifhed 
by  Aft  of  Parliament,  in  the  year 
1795,  for  the  education  of  Roman 
Catholic  youth  *  ;  upon  which  they 
have  fince  erefted  a  very  handfome 
and  commodious  college  for  that 
purpofe.  z 

The  Duke  of  Leinfter  formerly 
fent  eight  Members  into  the  Irifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  viz.  two  for 
the  county  of  Kildare,  two  for  the 
borough  of  Kildare,  two  for  the 
borough  of  A  thy,  and  two  for  the 
borough  of  Harridown, 

The  Duke  of  Leinfler  was  al¬ 
ways  the  firm  advocate  of  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  he  efpoufed  the  interefts  of 
the  people,  in  fpite  of  the  faftious 
frowns  of  official  and  prefuming 
men ;  and  although  his  eloquence 
was  far  inferior  to  the  goodnefs  of 
his  heart  and  the  wifhes  of  his 
foul,  it  often  exafted  a  refpeft  and 
veneration  from  the  very  quarter 
againft  which  it  was  direfted. 

In  the  language  of  every  fpeech 
delivered  in  the  Legiflature  by  his 
Grace,  there  was  an  unfophiflicated 
difplay  of  natural  underftanding  ; 
he  was  not  apcuftorqed  to  metapho- 
rize  his  fubjeft,  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  foreign  and  poetic  effufions 
• — his  matter,  like  his  mariner,  was 
extremely  plain;  his  fbile  was  pe- 
culiarly  his  own,  and  we  recolleft 
po  inflance  where  it  was  difg raced 


by  perfonal  fcurrility  or  mean  adu, 
lation. 

His  Grace  almofl  conflantly  re, 
ftdedon  his  eflate,  where  he  was 
beloved  by  a  numerous  tenantry 
with  that  affeftion  which  bed  pro¬ 
claimed  his  benevolence  and  worth, 
Familiarly  acquainted  with  thecir- 
cumflances  of  all,  he  fufFered  none 
to  endure  the  pangs  of  poverty  01 
illnefs,  without  interfering  to  re„ 
Jieve  them— his  philanthropy,  like 
the  great  Howard’s,  was  exten, 
iive-*— not  the  effufions  of  temporary 
good  nature,  but  the  refolution  of 
a  firm  mind  to  alleviate  the  dif- 
treffics  of  his  fellow ’•creatures. 

For  fome  time  pad  his  Grace 
took  no  fhare  whatever  in  the  po¬ 
litics  of  Europe- — fat  i  shed  that 
(( the  pod  of  honour  was  a  private 
ftation,”  he  enjoyed  in  the  circle 
of  his  family  that  enviable  blifs 
which  is  often  vainly  fought  in 
camps  or  parliaments. 

During  the  exidence  of  the  VvTig 
Club-  the  Duke  of  Leinder  was 
condant  in  his  attendance ;  and 
thofe  who  frequented  that  fociety 
can  beft  tell  the  equanimity  of 
temper  and  harmony  of  foul  which 
he  preferved,  in  fpite  of  the  male, 
valence  of  hired  libellers^the  tor, 
rent  of  whofe  party  rage  he  never 
deigned  to  dem  by  legal  interle* 
pence— —eonlcious  of  his  own  reftL- 
tude  and  their  falfehood. 

His  Grace  was  one  of  the  Com, 
mittee  appointed  by  the  Farming 
Society  on  the  inditution  of  that 
body  in  the  year  1800;  and  was 


*  The  Irifh  Government  deemed  it  necefifury  to  eftahiifh  this  fpminary  for  the  educa, 
tion  of  Roman  Catholic  youths,  tc*  obviate  the  ill  effects  of  foreign  education,  and  of 
principles  of  foreign  politics,  imbibed  by  gentlemen  of  that  perfuafiorf.  The  liberality  of 
Parliament  granted,  from  time  to  time,  within  three  years,  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds 
jnaid  of  this  inftitution  ;  and  an  implied  promife  to  grant  it  an  annual  ltipend  of  eight 
thoufand  pounds.  Thisftipend,  having  at  one.  period  paRed.  through  the  Houfe  o(  Com- 
|K  ons?  was  never  the  led  remedied  by  the  Rotds. 

either 
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either  a  Governor  ,or  a  principal 
fupporter  of  almoft  every  charity  or 
other  eftablifhment  whofe  exiftence 
was  material  to  the  welfare  of  the 
nation. 

We  may  fafely  conclude  this  ar¬ 
ticle  by  faying,  that  no  man  in 
any  community  was  ever  more  ge¬ 
nerally  efteemed  than  his  Grace 
of  Leinfter— no  man  ever  drove 
to  enlarge  the  underftanding, 
and  deftroy  the  prejudices  of 
the  community  with  more  afliduity. 
Tolerant  and  juft  in  himfelf,  he 
expeded  to  find  in  others  a  ftmila- 
rity  of  fentiment ;  difappointment 
too  often  fucceeded  his  -  expeda- 
tions ;  but  in  proportion  as  others 
fought  to  prolong  the  cruel  reign 
of  bigotry,  it  was  his  invariable 
ftudy  to  deftroy  it.  As  a  magif- 
trate,  he  was  upright  and  impar¬ 
tial — as  a  parent,  hufband,  friend, 
and  landlord,  he  never  was  fur- 
pa  fled  ;  his  whole  life  was  fo  com¬ 
plete  a  feene  of  beneficence,  un¬ 
tainted  by  any  ad  which  could 
(hame  morality,  that  the  warmeft 
eulogift  would  feel  himfelf  incapa¬ 
ble  of  describing  it  with  juftice. 

His  Grace  has  left  ifiue  eight 
children  :  two  fons  and  fix  daugh¬ 
ters.  His  eldeft  fon,  the  Marquis 
of  Kildare,  a  fine  promifing  youth, 
about  fifteen  years  of  age,  fucceeds 
to  his  titles  and  eftates. 


Account  of  George  Morland  the 
Painter , 

( prom  the  Monthly  Magazine,) 

George  Morland  was  the  fqn  of 
an  artifi,  whofe  talents,  though 
jrefpedable,  were  .not  of  the  fir  ft 
prefer  ii>  his  profefuon  ;  this  gen- 
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tlemnn  made,  in  the  early  part  of 
his  life,  what  is  commonly  called  a 
great  figure  ;  but,  having  loft  much 
property,  by  engaging  in  fchemes 
that  were  not  prudently  conduced, 
fhrunk  from  the  world  in  difeuft 

O 

during  the  latter  part  of  his  time, 
and  educated  his  family  in  that  ob- 
feurity  to  which  the  narrownefs  of 
his  circumftances  confined  him. 

Whether  George  (hewed,  in  the 
earl ieft  part  of  his  life,  that  inclina¬ 
tion  for  the  art  which  frequently 
indicates  genius,  or  whether  the 
pradice  was  forced  upon  him  by  his 
father,  who  rirght  feel  that  it  was 
the  only  art  in  which  lie  could  edu¬ 
cate  him,  I  know  nor ;  but  I  do 
know,  that  in  the  exhibitions  of 
the  original  Sod  hr-.-  oi  Art  bis,  to 
which  the  father  mged,  were 
(hewn  drawings  by  George  Mor¬ 
land,  at  the  age  of  four,  five,  and 
fix  years,  which  would  have  done 
credit  to  youths  who  were  learning 
the  art  as  their  profeiftion ;  and, 
from  this  time,  Ins  father  forced 
him  to  ftudy,  unremittingly,  the 
pradice  of  every  department  of  the 
art,  till  he  entered  the  worid  upon 
his  own  account. 

The  whole  of  this  time,  he  was 
confined  in  an  upper  room,  copying 
drawings,  drawing  from  the  plaifter 
cafts,  or  copying  pidures.  Re¬ 
tt  tided  from  fociety  almoft  entire¬ 
ly,  what  opportunities  he  had  for 
amufement  were  obtained  by 
ftealth  ;  his  affociates  were  a  few 
boys  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
the  means  of  enjoyment  were  ob¬ 
tained  by  working  fo  hard  when  at 
his  ftudies,  as  to  produce  a  few 
drawings  or  pidures  more  than  his 
father  imagined  he  could  do  in  a 
given  time  ;  thefe  he  has  been 
known  to  lower,  by  a  firing,  from 
the  window  of  his  apartment  to  his 
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aflfocistes,  who  were  appointed  to 
receive  them  ;  by  them  they  were 
turned  into  money,  which  was 
(pent  by  them  in  common  when  op¬ 
portunities  offered. 

In  this  manner  palled  the  fir  11 
fever,  teen  years  of  the  life  of 
George  Morland,  and  to  this  he  is 
indebted  for  the  imraenfe  power  he 
had  over  the  implements  of  his  art, 
for  it  is.notorious,  that  whether  it 
was  the  pencils  and  pallet,  or  the 
crayon  he  was  called  upon  to  ufe, 
no  one  has  had  more  command  of 
his  materials  than  this  eminent  ar- 
tift. 

'  Avarice  was  the  ruling  paflion 
of  the  father,  who  fold  the  draw¬ 
ings,  &c.  made  by  his  fan,  forfmall 
fums ;  and  as  his  paflion  was  infa- 
tiable,  kept  him  continually  at 
work,  and  gave  him  little,  if  any 
other,  education.  He  probably 
intended,  by  this  means,  to  keep 
him  in  his  power  ;  but  in  this  cafe, 
as  in  many  others,  the  forts  of 
avarice  defeated  their  own  -purpofe. 

Georp-e  Morland’s  firft  original 
compofitions  were  dictated  by  his 
father;  they  were  fmall  pictures, 
of  two  or  three  figures,  taken  from 
the  common  ballads  of  the  day, 
fuch  as  “  Young  Roger  came  tap¬ 
ping  at  Dolly’s  window,”  &c. — 
Thefe  the  old  gentleman  put  into 
frames,  and  fold  at  different  prices, 
from  one  guinea  to  three,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  pockets  of  his  cuftomers  * 
thefe,  though  infinitely  inferior  to 
Morland’s  fubfequent  works,  were 
admired  as  the  productions  of  a 
youth,  and  a  great  number  were 
done  ;  many  got  into  the  hands  of 
engravers,  and  the  prints  that  were 
made  from  them,  firll  brought 
Morland  into  notice. 

Some  gentlemen,  to  whom  the 
father  was  known,  would  have  pa¬ 


tronized  the  fon  :  from  one  he  bor¬ 
rowed  two  capital  pictures  of  Ver-. 
net,  which  G.  Morland  copied, 
molt  admirably.  Mr.  Angerltein 
permitted  him  to  copy  Sir  j-ofhua 
Reynolds’s  celebrated  picture  of 
Garrick  between  tragedy  and  co¬ 
medy  :  this  copy  is  in  exigence, , 
and  is  highly  creditable  to  Mor¬ 
land’s  talents.  I‘,  was  on  this  oc- 
cafion  that  the  unfortunate  peculi¬ 
arity  of  his  difpofition  fKewed  it- 
felf.  The  picture  was  at  Black- 
heath  ;  and  the  two  Mor'ands  went 
there  to  copy  it:  Mr.  Angerftein 
wifhed  to  notice  the  youth,  and  fee 
the  progrefs  of  the  work  ;  but  the 
father  told  the  writer  of  this  arti¬ 
cle,  that  his  fon  refufed  to  begin- 
his  pifture,  till  it  was  folemniy 
promifed  him  that  no  perfon  what¬ 
ever  Hi ou Id  overlook  the  work, 
and  that  he  fhould  do  whatever  he 
pleafed.  The  promife  was  made  : 
— he  painted  the  picture  ;  affoci- 
ated  with  the  fervants  while  he  was 
in  the  houfe,  and  no  in  treaties 
could  make  him  come  within  the 
reach  cf  Mr.  Angerftein. 

Another  gentleman,  who  was 
going  to  fpend  the  fummer  at  Mar¬ 
gate,  advifed  the  father  to  fend 
his  fon  thither  to  paint  fmall  por¬ 
traits.  The  plan  was  a  good  one  ; 
it  was  adopted  ;  and  George  Mor¬ 
land,  with  hisNpidfture  of  Garrick, 
and  fome  others,  took  lodgings 
for  the  feafon.  Company  flocked 
round  him;  his  portraits  pleafed, 
and  a  very  great  number  of  them 
were  begun  ;  but  his  unfortunate 
mawvaife  honte  rendered  the  under¬ 
taking  unprofitable.  The  fociety 
of  elegant  women,  or  rational 
men,  made  him  feel  his  own  igno, 
ranee  and  infignificance :  hence 
every  fitter  was  an  object  of  dif- 
guft.  The  pig  races,  and  fuch  ele- 
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gant  amufements  as  are  projefted 
for  the  lower  order  of  vifitors  to 
^Margate,  obtained  all  his  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  portraits  which  a 
careful  man  would  have  finifhed  on 
the  fpot,  and  got  paid  for  before 
the  parties  had  quitted  the  place, 
were  left  to  be  completed  in  town. 
Inftead  of  returning  home  with  his 
pockets  full  of  money,  he  only 
brought  a  large  cargo  of  unfinifhed 
canvaffes;  and  as  the  engagements 
of  the  watering-place  are  forgotten 
in  the  capital,  very  few  of  them 
were  afterwards  finifhed. 

But  though  in  this  expedition  he 
got  but  little  money,  he  gained 
feveral  points  that  were  of  much, 
and  might  have  gained  others  that 
would  have  been  of  more,  confe- 
quence  to  him  ;  he.  was  talked  of  as 
an  artift  of  confiderable  talents ;  he 
was  emancipated  from  paternal  au¬ 
thority,  and  now,  inftead  of  hand¬ 
ing  a  fketch  fly ly  out  of  the  win¬ 
dow,  to  g-t  a  few  fh idlings,  he  did 
whatever  he  pieafed  and  fixed  what 
price  he  thought  proper  upon  his 
own  work  :  he  made  many  ac¬ 
quaintances  too,  who,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  contributed  to  iix  his  cha- 
f after  for  life. 

Ar tills  are  prone  to  complain 
that  they  are  neglefted,  and  their 
works  not  fo  much  encouraged  as 
the  works  of  muficians  and  the  pro- 
feffors  of  other  arts  ;  much  of  this 
may  be  true,  but  more  of  it  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  conduft  ol  ar¬ 
tift  s  themfelves.  The  gentleman 
who  patronifes  any  liberal  art  has 
{©mething  more  in  view  than  the 
mere  acquifitton  of  the  works  of 
that  art  Which  he  admires  ■>  he  likes 
the  art  itfelf ;  perhaps  he  under- 
ftands  it,  or  at  leak  he  thinks  he 
does  ;  he'  withes  to  converfe  with 
the  artift  upon  his  own  art,  invites 
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him  to  his  houfe,  and  forms  an  in¬ 
timacy  with  him,  as  far  as  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  their  fituations  allow; 
what  now  is  the  confequence  ? 

The  mufician  praftifes  his  art  in 
the  prefence  of  thofe  by  whom  he 
is  employed  ;  when  not  aftualiy 
employed,  he  affociates  with  hi$. 
patron,  and  by  this  means  acquires 
an  inclination  for  the  habits  of  gen¬ 
teel  life  ;  and,  if  he  is  a  man  of 
the  world,  transforms  his  patron 
into  a  friend,  the  confequences  of 
which  are  beneficial  to  himfelf; 
but  few  art  ids  have  the  education 
of  gentlemen,  or  a  take  for  the  en¬ 
joyments  of  genteel  life  ;  their  en¬ 
joyments  are  different,  and  place 
them  in  a  different  clafs  ;  many  a 
gentleman  has  taken  a  punter  into 
the  country,  for  the  fummer,  to 
employ  and  recommend  him  among 
his  conneftions ;  he  paints  in  a 
room  by  himfelf,  and  is  fummoned 
to  dine  with  the  family;  he  finds 
the  fociery  irkfome,  becaufe  the 
converfation  turns  upon  topics 
which  are  not  familiar  to  him  ;  the 
next  day  he  evades  the  fummons  to 
dinner,  by  pretending  the  necefiity 
of  fi  nulling  fome  part  of  his  pifture, 
and  afterwards  makes  himfelf  coin- 
fortanle  in  the  lie  ward’s  room,  or 
butler’s  pantry  ;  and  here  he  ven¬ 
tures  to  fix  his  ftation  during  the 
time  he  flays,  unlefs  he  makes  an 
excurfion  into  the  neighbouring 
village,  and  joins  the  company 
which  the  alehoufe  affords ;  his 
patron,  finding  this  to  be  the  cafe, 
thinks  no  more  about  him  till  his 
work  is  done,  when  he  pays  and 
difmiffes  him.  Can  fuch  men  com¬ 
plain  that  they  are  neglefted,  or 
that  their  art,  which  certainly 
ranks  high  among  the  liberal  ones, 
does  not  procure  them  more  refpeft 
than  is  paid  [o  common  workmen, 

with 
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with  whom  their  own  condutft  has 
a  ftrong  tendency  to  confound 
them  ? 

The  younger  part  of  fuch  men 
now  became  the  companions  of 
George  Morland  ;  with  them  he 
was  equal  in  intellect,  and  fuperior 
to  them  in  talent  ;  he  was  fuperior 
to  them  too,  in  a  circumftance  that 
will  always  obtain  from  fuch  be¬ 
ings  what  ignorant  men  covet,  the 
adulation  of  their  affociates.  A 
ride  into  the  country  to  a  fmock- 
race,  or  a  grinning-match,  a  jolly 
dinner  and  drinking  bout  after  it, 
a  mad  fcamperhome,  with  a  flounce 
into  the  mud,  and  two  or  three 
other  et  ceteras.,  formed  the  fum  of 
their  enjoyments ;  of  thefe  Mor¬ 
land  had  as  much  as  he  defired  ; 
and,  as  he  was  the  richeft  of  the 
fet,  by  the  community  of  property 
eftablifhed  among  fuch  jolly  dogs, 
he  commonly  paid  for  them  more 
than  his  fhare. 

About  this  time  he  married,  and 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  J.  R. 
Smith,  the  engraver,  who  then 
dealt  largely  in  prints  ;  for  this 
gentleman  he  painted  many  pictures 
of  fubjedbs  from  the  familiar  feenes 
of  life.  The  fubje'tfts  were  known 
to,  and  the  fentiments  they  con¬ 
veyed  were  felt  by  all,  and  the 
prints  which  Mr.  Smith  made  from 
them  had  a  fale,  rapid  beyond  ex¬ 
ample,  and  fpread  the  fame  of  Mor¬ 
land  all  over  the  continent  as  well 
as  the  kingdom.  Thefe  fubjefts 
were,  in  all  probability,  fuggefted 
by  the  tafte  of  Mr.  Smith,  as  they 
displayed  more  fentiment  than  Mor¬ 
land  ever  feemed  to  polfefs  on  any 
other  occafion  :  his  own  talent,  as 
it  now  burft  forth  in  full  fpiendour, 
was  landfcape,  fuch  as  it  exifts  in 
fequeftered  fituations,  and  with 
appropriate  animals  and  figures, — 


He  was  exttemely  fond  of  vifiting 
the  I  fie  of  Wight  in  the  fummer 
feafon,  and  there  is  fcarcely  an  ob- 
jetffc  to  be  met  with  along  the  fhore, 
at  the  back  of  the  ifiand,  that  his 
pencil  has  not  delineated.  His  bed 
pidiures  are  replete  with  feenes 
drawn  from  this  fpot.  A  fine 
rocky  fhore,  with  fifhermen  mend* 
ing  their  nets,  careening  their 
boats,  or  fending  off  their  fifh  to 
the  neighbouring  market-towns, 
were  feenes  he  mod  delighted  in, 
when  he  attempted fea-fhore  pieces ; 
and  the  I  fie  of  Wight  afforded 
abundant  opportunities  to  gratify' 
his  tafte  and  fancy.  He  was  once 
recognifed  in  this  his  conftant  fum¬ 
mer  excurfion,  at  a  place  called 
Frefh water  Gate,  in  a  low  public- 
houfe,  known  by  the  name  of  The 
Cabin.  A  number  of  fifhermen,  a 
few  failors,  and  three  or  four  rub¬ 
rics,  formed  the  homely  groupe  : 
he  was  in  the  midll  of  them,  con¬ 
tributing  his  joke,  and  partaking 
of  their  noify  merriment,  when  his 
friend  called  him  afide,  and  intreat-’ 
ed  an  hour  of  his  converfation.— ■ 
Morland,  with  fome  reludtance, 
withdrew  from  the  Cabin,  and  on 
his  friend’s  remonftrating  with  him 
the  next  day'  for  keeping  fuch  com¬ 
pany',  he  drew  from  his  pocket  a 
fketch-book,  and  allied  him  where 
he  was  to  find  fo  true  a  picture  of 
humble  life,  unlefs  it  was  in  fuch 
a  place  as  that  from  whence  his 
friend  had  withdrawn  him.  The 
fketch  was  a  correct  delineation  of 
every  thing  in  the  Cabin  tap-room, 
even  to  a  countenance,  a  itool,  a 
fet  tee,  or  the  pofition  of  a  figure. 
This  reprefentation  his  remem¬ 
brance  had  fupplied,  after  leaving 
the  ho ufe,  and  one  of  his  beft  pic-* 
tures  is  that  very  feene  he  then 
fketched  j  a  proof  that  his  mind  was, 
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ftill  intent  on  its  favourite  purfuit 
• — that  of  nature  in  her  homelieft 
attire — though  his  manners  at  the 
moment  betrayed  nothing  farther 
than  an  eagernefs  to  partake  in  the 
v.ilcrar  fenfualities  of  his  furround- 
ing  companions.  The  manner  in 
which  he  painted  rural  fnbje&s  ob¬ 
tained  fo  much  notice,  that  his  for¬ 
tune  might  now  have  been  made; 
purchafers  appeared  who  would 
have  taken  any  number  of  pictures 
he  would  have  painted,  and  paid 
any  price  for  them  which  he  could 
have  demanded  ;  but  here  the  low¬ 
bred  dealers  in  pictures  ftepped  in, 
and  completed  that  ruin  which  low¬ 
bred  ar tilts  had  begun. 

Whatever  their  apologifls  may 
fay  in  extenuation  of  the  fadl,  it  is 
certain  that  picture-dealers  are  the 
bane  of  every  artift  who  comes  into 
contaCt  with  them.  The  dealers 
in  old  pictures  may  buy  and  fell 
without  injuring  any  but  thofe  who 
are  duped  by  the  common  artifices 
of  their  trade ;  but  the  moment 
they  find  it  their  interell  to  deal  in 
the  works  of  a  living  artiil-  that 
artitl  is  doomed  to  penury,  if  not 
to  deftruCtion,  unlefs  he  has  the 
fingular  good  fortune  to  efcape  from 
their  clutches. 

Their  ufual  plan  is  to  find  fome 
young  man  of  talents  who  is  poor 
and  unemployed ;  him  they  fet  to 
work  at  a  price  fo  low  that  all  his 
exertions  can  barely  procure  him 
the  means  of  living,  while  they  fell 
the  works  which  they  have  thus 
obtained  from  him  for  high  prices  : 
but  this  plan  would  not  fucceed 
with  Morland  ;  he  always  knew 
the  value  of  his  own  works,  and 
al  ways  was  well  paid  for  them  ; 
except  when  he  was  in  diftrefs, 
which  he  often  was  artfully  plunged 
into  by  thofe  who  took  that  oppor¬ 


tunity  to  obtain  his  piCfures  at  a 
comparatively  cheap  race. 

His  unfortunate  peculiarities 
aflifted  them  much  in  this  plan  ;  the 
averfion  he  naturally  or  at  lead: 
originally  had  for  the  fociety  of 
gentlemen  made  him  averfe  to  fpeak. 
to  a  gentleman  who  only  wilhed  to 
purchafe  his  pictures  ;  this  peculi¬ 
arity  his  friends  the  dealers  took 
care  to  encourage  tofuch  a  degree, 
that  men  of  rank,  of  fortune,  were 
often  denied  admittance  to  fee  him, 
when  he  was  furrounded  with  a 
gang  of  harpies,  who  pufned  the 
glafs  and  the  joke  about,  nominally 
at  the  quiz  who  was  refufed  admit¬ 
tance,  but  in  reality  at  the  fool 
who  was  the  dupe  of  their  artifices  ; 
they,  in  the  chara&er  of  friends, 
purchafedall  his  pictures  from  him, 
which  they  afterwards  fold  at  very 
advanced  prices. 

This  was  carried  to  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tent,  that  gentlemen  who  wilhed 
to  obtain  Morland’s  pictures  ceafed 
to  apply  to  him  for  them  ;  but  ad- 
dr  e  Tied  themfelves  to  fuch  of  his 
friends  as  had  them  to  fell  ;  by  this 
means  all  connection  between  him 
and  the  real  admirers  of  his  wmrks 
was  cut  off,  and  a  competition  be¬ 
tween  their  friends  began  to  try 
which  fhould  get  poffeffion  of  him, 
and  exclude  all  the  others  from  a 
lhare  of  the  prey. 

For  this  reafon  all  wTere  anxious 
to  join  in  his  country  excurfions, 
his  drinking-parties,  and  haunt  his 
painting-room  in  the  morning, 
glafs  in  hand,  to  obtain  his  friend- 
flip  :  thus  his  original  failing  was 
increafed,  his  health,  his  talents 
injured;  and,  by  the  united  efforts 
of  the  crew,  his  grofs  debauchery 
produced  idlenefs,  and  a  confequent 
embarraffment  of  his  circumftances, 
when  he  was  fure  to  become  a  prey 
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to  fome  of  this  honeft  fet.  It  fre¬ 
quently  happened,  when  a  pi&ure 
had  been  befpoke  by  one  of  his 
friends  who  advanced  fome  of  the 
money  to  induce  him  to  work,  if 
the  purchafer  did  not  hand  by  to 
fee  it  finilhed,  and  carry  it  away 
with  him,  fome  other  perfon,  who 
was  lurking  within  fight  for  that 
purpofe,  and  knew  the  hate  of 
Morland’s  pocket,  by  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  a  few  guineas  laid  upon  the 
table,  carried  off  the  picture,  and 
left  the  intended  purchafer  to  la¬ 
ment  his  lofs,  and  feek  his  remedy 
by  getting  Mori  and  to  paint  him 
another  picture  ;  i.  e.  when  he  was 
in  the  humour  to  work  for  money 
which  he  had  already  fpent  •  and  in 
making  thisfatisfaClion  he  certainly 
was  not  very  alert :  thus  all  were 
ferved  in  their  turn,  and  though 
each  exulted  in  the  fuccefs  of  the 
trick,  when  he  was  fo  lucky  as  to 
get  a  picture  in  this  way,  they  all 
joined  in  exclaiming  againft  Mor- 
iand's  want  ofhonefty,  in  not  keep¬ 
ing  his  promifes  to  them. 

The  confequences  of  this  conduffi: 
were  frequently  diftrefs,  the  fpun- 
ging-houfe,  and  the  jail  ;  except 
when  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
efcape  into  a  retirement  unknown 
to  all  but  fome  trufty  dealer,  who 
for  the  time  took  all  his  works,  and 
paid  him  a  ftipulated  fum  for  his 
fupport.  On  one  occafion,  to  avoid 
his  creditors,  he  retired  from  pub¬ 
lic  fight,  and  lived  very  obfcurely 
near  Hackney  :  fome  of  the  neigh¬ 
bours,  from  his  extreme  privacy 
and  other  circumftances,entertained 
a  notion  that  he  was  either  a  coiner 
or  a  fabricator  of  forged  bank 
notes  ;  which  fufpicion  being  com¬ 
municated  at  the  Bank,  the  Direc¬ 
tors  fent  fome  police-officers  to 
fearch  the  houfe,  and  if  guilt  iliould 


appear,  to  take  the  offender  inter 
cuftody.  Upon  their  arrival,  they 
were  foon  obferved  by  Morland, 
who,  underftanding  them  to  be  a 
bailiff  and  his  followers,  come  in 
queft  of  htmfelf,  immediately  re¬ 
treated  into  the  garden,  went  out  at 
a  back  door,  and  ran  over  the  brick 
fields  towards  Hoxton,  and  then  to 
London.  Mrs.  Morland,  trem¬ 
bling  with  furprife,  opened  the 
front  door,  when  the  police-offi¬ 
cers  entered,  and  began  to  fearch 
the  houfe  ;  but  upon  explanation 
taking  place,  and  upon  her  affuring 
them,  with  an  unaffected  fimpli- 
city  (fo  very  evidently  the  natural 
refult  of  truth)  that  they  were  mif- 
taken,  and  likewife  informing  them 
of  the  caufe  of  his  flight,  and  on 
their  difeovering  little  more  in  the 
houfe  than  fome  very  excellent  un- 
fmifhed  pictures,  which  even  in 
thefe  men  excited  fenximents  of 
admiration  and  refpeffi,  they  faid 
they  were  convinced  of  the  mif- 
take,  and  retired.  Upon  commu¬ 
nicating  the  refult  of  their  fearch 
to  the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  that 
they  had  made  no  difeovery  of 
bank-notes,  but  that  it  was  Mor¬ 
land  the  painter’s  retreat  from  his 
creditors  they  had  chanced  to  dif- 
cover,  and  an  account  of  his  flight 
to  avoid  them  as  bailiffs,  the  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Bank  commiferated 
the  pecuniary  embarraffment  of  this 
unfortunate  genius,  and  alfo  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  trouble  they  had  un¬ 
intentionally  given  him,  generoufly 
fent  him,  as  a  voluntary  prefent, 
two  bank-notes  of  twenty  pounds 
each. 

He  was  found  at  another  time  in 
a  lodging  in  Somer’s  Town,  in  the 
following  molt  extraordinary  cir- 
cumffances :  his  infant  child,  that 
had  been  dead  nearly  three  week^ 

lay 
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lay  in  its  coffin,  in  the  one  corner 
of  the  room  ;  art  afs  and  foal  flood 
munching  barley-ftraw  out  of  the 
cradle  ;  a  fow  and  pigs  were  for¬ 
cing  themfelves  in  the  recefs  of  an 
old  cupboard  ;  and  himfelf  whir¬ 
ling  over  a  beautiful  picture  that  he 
was  fin ifning  at  his  eafel,  with  a 
bottle  of  gin  hung  up  on  one  fide, 
and  a  live  moufe  fitting  (or  if  you 
pleafe,  kicking)  for  its  portrait, 
on  the  other. 

Morland’s  garret  ferved  him  for 
all  the  purpofes  of  life*  and  of  this 
he  has  left  a  moft  admirable  pic¬ 
ture,  as  a  companion  to  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds’s  kitchen,  in  Leicefter- 
fquare,  the  houfe  that  once  belong¬ 
ed  to  his  father.  A  great  number 
of  his  pkdures  were  loft  a  few  years 
ago,  in  a  (hip  that  foundered  on  its 
paffage  to  Ruffia. 

When  in  confinement,  and  even 

fometimes  when  he  was  at  liberty, 

* 

it  was  common  for  him  to  have  four 
guineas  per  .day  and  his  drink  ;  an 
objeft  of  no  final!  confequence,  as 
he  began  to  drink  before  he  began 
to  paint,  and  continued  to  do  both 
alternately,  till  he  had  painted  as 
much  as  he  pleafed,  or  till  the  li¬ 
quor  compleatly  got  the  better, 
when  he  claimed  his  money,  and 
bufinefs  was  at  an  end  for  the  day. 
This  laid  his  employer  under  the 
Deceffity  of  palling  his  whole  time 
with  him,  to  keep  him  in  a  ftate 
fit  for  work  ;  and  to  carry  off  the 
day’s  work  when  it  was  done  ;  if 
he  did  not,  fome  eyes- dropper  got 
the  picture,  and  he  was  to  get  what 
red  refs  he  could. 

Ry  this  condiuft,  fteadily  pur- 
fued  for  many  years,  he  ruined  his 
conftitution,  diminifhed  his  powers, 
and  funk  himfelf  into  general  con¬ 
tempt.  He  had  no  fociety,  nor 
did  he  wifh  for  any  other  but  the 
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loweft  of  thofe  beings  whofe  only 
enjoyment  is  gin  and  ribaldry,  and 
from  which  he  was  taken,  a  fhort 
time  fi.nce,  by  a  marftialfea  writ, 
for  a  fmall  fum  of  money  :  when 
taken  to  a  place  of  confinement,  he 
drank  a  large  quantity  of  fpirits, 
and  was  loon  afterwards  taken  ill. 
The  man  in  whofe  cuffody  he  was, 
being  alarmed  at  his  fituation,  ap¬ 
plied  to  feveral  of  his  friends  for  re¬ 
lief  ;  but  that  relief,  if  it  was  af¬ 
forded,  came  too  late.  The  pow¬ 
ers  of  life  were  exhaufted,  and  he 
died  before  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  forty  years.  His  wife,  whofe 
life  had  been  like  his  own,  died  a 
dayr  or  two  after  him. 

Thus  perifhed  George  Morland  ; 
whofe  heft  works  will  command 
efteem  fo  long  as  any  tafte  for  his 
art  remains — whofe  ordinary  pro¬ 
ductions  will  pleafe,  fo  long  as  any 
liking  for  a  juft  reprefentation  of 
what  is  natural  can  be  found — and 
whofe  talents  would  have  enfured 
him  a  life  of  happinefs,  in  the  moft 
brilliant  ftation  he  could  defire,  if 
his  entrance  into  life  had  been 
guided  by  thofe  who  were  able  and 
willing  to  caution  him  againft  thofe 
fnares  that  are  continually  prepar¬ 
ing,  by  knaves  and  fools,  "for  un¬ 
experienced  youth. 

His  command  over  every  imple¬ 
ment  of  his  art  was  fo  great,  that 
the  ufe  of  themfeemed  to  be  nearly 
as  natural  to  him,  as  the  ufe  of  their 
native  language  to  other  men ; 
hence  he  had  no  claim  to  the  merit 
of  that  patient  induftry  by  which 
other  artifts  produce  works  of  me¬ 
rit  indeed,  but  very  inferior  to  his. 
With  him  to  fee,  to  determine — * 
was  to  do  ;  and  then  pictures  flowed 
from  his  pencil,  as  words  from 
other  men.  All  the  talent  that  he 
poffeffed,  befides  the  above-men¬ 
tioned. 
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turned*  may  certainly  be  defcribed 
by  the  word  obfervation.  Know¬ 
ledge,  or  rather  learning,  he  had 
none  ;  he  was  deftitute  of  imagina¬ 
tion  ;  for  there  is  no  picture  paint¬ 
ed  by  him,  after  his  talents  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  maturity,  that  can  be  cal¬ 
led  a  work  of  imagination.  Every 
thing  in  his  works  was  either  what 
he  law  at  the  time  he  painted,  or 
what  he  hadfeen  and  fettled  in  his 
mind,  before  he  fat  down  to 
paint;  and  the  peculiar  talent  he 
poffeffed,  was  the  power  of  difcri- 
minating  thofe  circumftances,  upon 
which  depended  the  ellential  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  objeCt  he  imitated, 
delineating  it  truly  with  the  leaft 
poffible  trouble,  and  combining  a 
number  of  thefe  objeCts  into  one 
interelting  whole. 

As  all  his  pictures  are  founded 
on  a  correCt  obfervation  of  nature; 
they  owe  their  value  to  that  cir- 
cumftance,  and  are  curious,  as  {hew¬ 
ing  the  progrefs  of  his  powers  from 
his  youth  to  the  laft  Itage  of  his 
life.  Elis  pictures  from  ballads, 
&c.  are  trifling,  confldered  as  works 
of  art;  but  curious,  as  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  a  youth  defigning  from 
the  ideas  of  others.  In  his  picture 
of  Garrick,  he  feized  the  true  cha¬ 
racter  of  every  objeCt  he  copied, 
and  produced  a  picture  of  confide- 
rable  merit,  all  circumftances  con¬ 
fldered,  though  not  an  exaCt  copy 
of  the  original.  What  few  por¬ 
traits  he  painted,  had  the  merit  of 
ftrong  refemblance  ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that,  if  he  had  followed  that 
branch  of  the  art,  he  would  have 
attained  to  great  eminence  in  it. 
His  pictures  of  familiar  fubjeCts  had 
conflderable  merit  in  point  of  com- 
pofition  ;  and  as  he  painted  all  his 
figures  from  nature,  their  merit  was 
great  in  that  refpeCt :  but,  as  thefe 


figures  were  taken  from  one  or  tV/0 
women  and  children  who  were 
much  about  him,  they  have  too 
much  fimilarity  in  that  refpeCt. 

But  he  fhines  forth  in  all  his 
glory  in  piCturefque  landfcape.  In 
his  belt  pictures  of  this  kind,  every 
interefting  circumftance  is  combined 
and  represented  with  an  accuracy 
andfpirit  that  left  nothing  to  de- 
flre  or  reprehend :  upon  thefe  pic¬ 
tures  his  reputation  will  ftand  firm 
and  fecure.  For  about  feven  years 
that  he  painted  fuch  fubjeCts,  he 
was  in  his  prime  ;  and  though  the 
figures  he  introduced  were  of  the 
lower  order,  they  were  confident 
with  the  fcenes,  and  had  nothing 
to  give  difguft  ;  but  when  his  in- 
creaflng  irregularities  led  him  from 
the  wood-flde  to  the  ale-houfe,  his 
fubjeCts  affumed  a  meaner  caft,  as 
they  partook  of  the  meannefs  of 
his  fociety  :  for  he  ftill  painted 
what  he  faw.  Stage-coachmen, 
poftillions,  and  drovers,  drinking, 
were  honoured  byr  his  pencil  ;  his 
fheep  were  changed  for  pigs ;  and, 
at  laft,  with  the  true  feeling  of  a 
difciple  of  Circe,  he  forfook  the 
piCturefque  cottage  and  the  wood 
fide,  and  never  feemed  happy  but 
in  a  pig  ftye.  I  have  faid,  that 
his  excellence  confided  in  marking 
the  true  character  of  what  he  faw, 
which  is  fomething  different  from 
reprefenting  objeCts  with  pure  cor- 
reCtnefs  and  truth  :  hence  Lis  pic¬ 
tures  afford  the  fined;  fpecimens  of 
the  piCturefque,  but  nothing  that 
is  elegant  or  beautiful  in  point  of 
form.  Of  animals,  the  afs,  the 
fheep,  and  the  hog,  were  his  fa¬ 
vourites  ;  their  character  may  be 
truly  reprefented  by  a  few  ftrokes : 
but  to  do  this,  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  give  an  accurate  delineation  of 
their  forms.  The  horfe  he  has 
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given  too,  with  much  effect,  when 
old,  ragged,  and  miferable  ;  but  a 
beautiful  horfe  he  never  could’ draw 
as  it  would  be  drawn  by  Gilpin, 
Stubbs,  or  any  artift  of  that  fchooh 
The  women,  in  his  early  pictures, 
have  much  pretty  nefs,  becaufe  they 
were  painted  from  women  who  were 
pretty  ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  his 
works  that  induces  us  to  believe 
that  he  felt  what  an  elegant  wo¬ 
man  was,  much  lefs,  that  he  had 
the  lead  knowledge  of  beauty  com¬ 
bined  with  elegance  and  dignity  of 
chara&er.  Having  faid  what  he 
was,  it  is  but  juflice  to  add,  that 
if  his  mind  had  been  cultivated, 
and  his  attention  directed  to  aov 
other  department  of  the  art,  it  is 
probable  that,  with  the  powers  he 
polTefled,  he  would  have  attained 
to  as  high  a  degree  of  excellence  as 
he  actually  did  in  that  which  he 
followed. 

I  have  faid  thus  much  of  Mor- 
land,  not  with  a  view  to  depreciate 
his  talents,  or  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  his  faults  ;  but  becaufe, 
though  all  have  been  loud  in  his 
praife,  few  havejuftly  appreciated 
his  talents;  and  though  all  have 
cenfured  his  irregularities,  no  one 
has  truly  fhewn  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  :  and  I  hope  this  fketch  will 
not  ha  ve  been  made  in  vain,  if  it 
furnifhes  an  additional  proof,  that 
no  fuperiority  of  talent,  and  no  de¬ 
gree  of  encouragement,  can  pre- 
ferve  a  man  of  genius  from  mifery, 
unlefs  he  has  caution  to  guard  him- 
felf  from  the  fnares  which  will  be 
laid  for  his  inexperience,  and  pru¬ 
dence  to  regulate  his  conduct  in  all 
the  affairs  of  life. 

The  memoirs  of  this  diilinguifh-1 
ed  artift  afford  another  finking  in- 
ftance  of  the  impoffibility  of  ferving 
genius  when  debafed  by  vice,  or 
Vol.  XLVI,  or  Vol.  IV.  Ne 


perverted  by  '  eccentricity.  He 
would  accept  of  no  patronage,  un¬ 
lefs  afforded  in  a  mode  agreeable  to 
h  i  m felf  ;  and  if  aflifl ed  by  the  hand 
of  dilinterefled  benevolence,  again!! 
his  own  will,  the  fervice  bellowed 
was  always  rendered  fubfervientto 
the  vice  wliich  deftroyed  both  his 
body  and  mind. 


Account  of  William  Edouards,  the 
Cambrian  Bridge  Builder . 

( From  Malkin's  Account  of  South 
Wales, J 

William  Edwards  was  the  fon  of 
a  farmer,  who  had  two  other  Tons 
and  a  daughter.  The  family  lived 
in  the  parifh  of  Eglwyfilan,  in  the 
county  of  Glamorgan,  very  near 
thefpot  which  was  hereafter  to  be 
the  foundation  of  its  celebrity. — 
William  Edwards  was  born  in  the 
year  1719.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  only  two  years  old.  He 
was  the  youngefl  fon.  He,  with 
his  other  two  brothers  and  filler, 
lived  with  their  mother  on  the  fam 
till  he  was  about  lixteen  or  eighteen 
years  of  age.  When  he  had  reach* 
ed  his  fifteenth  year,  he  frequently 
repaired  the  walls,  or  hone  fences 
of  thejarm.  Every  traveller  who 
is  acquainted  with  Wales,  muft 
have  remarked,  that  fuch  fences 
are  common  in  the  mountain  dif* 
tridl.  He  was  obferved  to  perforin 
his  work  in  a  llile  uncommonly 
neat  and  firm,  and  with  an  expedi¬ 
tion  furpaffing  that  of  moil  others. 
Some  friends,  obferving  this,  ad- 
vifed  the  elder  brother  to  encou¬ 
rage  him  in  this  employment,  not 
only  on  their  own  farm,  but  in  the 
fervice  of  any  neighbours  who 
Series.  *Y  misrfit 


322  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


might  wifh  to  engage  him.  Wil¬ 
liam  readily  affented  to  this  propo- 
fal,  and  worked  almoft  continually 
at  wall  building,  for  which  his  ta¬ 
lents  were  in  eager  requeft.  He 
added  his  earnings  regularly  to  the 
common  flock  of  his  mother  and 
brothers,  who  carried  on  the  buli- 
ncfs  of  the  farm.  The  fences  in 
this  part  of  the  country  are  called1 
in  technical  phrafeology  dry  walls, 
from  the  circumflance  of  their  be¬ 
ing  eonftr  lifted  without  any  mor¬ 
tar.  Some  time  after  he  had  exer- 
clfed  his  ingenuity  in  this  way, 
fome  mafons,  regularly  brought  up 
to  the  trade,  came  to  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  for  the  purpofe  of  ereft- 
ing  a  (bed  for  (hoeing  horfes,  at  a 
fmith  and  farrier’s  fhop.  William 
Edwards  admired  the  neatnefs  with 
which  they  condrufted  the  pillars 
and  other  parts  of  the  died,  and 
felt  an  anxious  widi  for  the  ability 
to  do  the  fame.  He  often  left  his 
work,  and  came  to  a  field  oppofite 
the  fmith’s  diop,  where  the  mafons 
were  employed.  He  obfe.rved, 
that  with  thecommon  mafon’s  ham¬ 
mer  of  the  country,  one  end  of 
which  is  alfo  an  axe,  they  were 
able  to  drefs  their  (tones  very  neat¬ 
ly  ;  and  this  led  him  to  the  difco- 
very,  that  the  principal  reafon  why 
he  could  not  do  the  fame,  arofe 
from  his  hammer  not  being  Heeled. 
He  made  all  poffible  hade,  there¬ 
fore,  to  procure  from  a  fmith  fome 
hammers  better  fuited  to  his  pur¬ 
pofe,  fuch  as  he  obferved  thefe  ma¬ 
fons  to  ufe  ;  and  found  that  with 

them  he  could  execute  his  dry -wall- 
w  •< 

mg  much  better,  and  with  a  neat¬ 
nefs  far  beyond  what  he  had  before 
been  able  to  accompliih.  Being 
thus  furnidied  with  proper  tools, 
and  having  acquired  a  degree  of 
dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  them,  he 


afpired  to  a  higher  rank  in  his  pro, 
fefion  ;  andfrom  a  dry-wall  build¬ 
er  hoped  to  become  a  builder  of 
houfes.  Soon  afterwards,  he  un¬ 
dertook  to  build  a  little  work -(hop 
for  a  neighbour  ;  and  gained  great 
applaufe  for  the  propriety  with 
which  he  performed  his  contraft. 
A  very  fhort  period  had  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  he  was  employed  to  ereft  a  mill 
in  his  own  parifh  ;  and  it  was  in 
the  profecution  of  this  building 
that  he  firft  became  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  an  arch. — 
•When  this  mill  was  finifhed,  it  did 
not  merely  meet  with  cold  appro¬ 
bation,  but  was  admired  by  all  ap¬ 
proved  judges  as  an  excellent  piece 
of  mafonry.  He  was  now  confi- 
dered  as  the  bell  workman  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  Employment 

was  thruft  upon  him  on  bettei 
grounds  than  Malvolio’s  greatnefs  ; 
and  as  Ikill  and  fidelity  are  indif- 
penfably  requifite  in  a  bufmefs 
which  requires  the  evidence  oi 
time  and  experience  to  deteft  faults, 
not  then  to  be  remedied,  applica¬ 
tion  was  generally  made  to  William 
Edwards,  by  thofe  who  wifhed  to 
avoid  difappointment  and  alterca¬ 
tion.  In  1746,  he  undertook  tc 
build  a  new  bridge  over  the  rivei 
Taff,  at  the  fpot,  the  fmgularities  of 
which  have  introduced  him  to  oui 
attention.  This  he  executed  in  a 
(file  fuperior  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind  in  this,  or  indeed  any  othei 
part  of  Wales,  for  neatnefs  oi 
workmanfhip  and  elegance  of  de- 
fign.  It  confided  of  three  arches, 
elegantly  light  in  their  conduc¬ 
tion.  The  hewn  hones  were  ex. 
cellently  well  dreffed,  and  clofety 
jointed.  It  was  admired  by  all 
who  faw  it.  But  this  river  run: 
through  a  very  deep  vale,  that  is 
more  than  ufually  woody,  anc 
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Crowded  about  mountains.  It  is 
alfo  to  be  considered,  that  many 
other  rivers  of  no  mean  capacity, 
as  the  Crue,  the  Bargoed  Taflf,  and 
the  Cunno,  befides  almoft  number- 
lefs  brooks  that  run  through  long, 
deep,  and  well- wooded  vales  or 
glens,  fall  into  the  TafF  in  its  pro- 
grefs.  The  defcents  into  thefe 
vales  from  the  mountains  being  in 
general  very  deep,  the  water  in 
long  and  heavy  rains  collects  into 
thefe  rivers  with  great  rapidity  and 
force  ;  railing  floods  that  in  their 
defcriptions  would  appear  abfolu re¬ 
ly  incredible  to  the  inhabitants  of 
open  and  flat  countries,  where  the 
rivers  are  neither  fo  precipitate  in 
their  courfes  and  projections,  nor 
have  fuch  hills  on  each  fide  to  fwell 
them  with  their  torrents.  Such  a 
flood  unfortunately  occurred  after 
the  completion  of  this  undertaking, 
which  tore  up  the  larged  trees  by 
the  roots,  and  carried  them  down 
the  river  to  the  bridge,  where  the 
arches  were  not  fufficiently  wide  to 
admit  of  their  paffage.  Here, 
therefore,  they  were  detained. — 
Brufhwocd,  weeds,  hay,  draw, 
and  whatever  lay  in  the  way  of  the 
flood,  came  down,  and  collected 
about  the  branches  of  the  trees  that 
if  uck  faff  in  the  arches,  and  choak- 
ed  the  free  current  of  the  water. — 
In  confequence  of  this  obdruclion 
to  the  flood,  a  thick  and  Ifrong 
dam,  as  it  were,  was  thus  formed. 
The  aggregate  of  fo  many  colle&ed 
ffreams,  being  unable  to  get  any 
further,  rofe  here  to  a  prodigious 
height,  and  with  the  force  of  its 
preffure  carried  the  bridge  entirely 
away  before  it.  William  Edwards 
had  given  the  molt  ample  fecurity, 
both  in  his  own  perfon  and  the 
fureties  of  refpecfable  friends,  for 
the  liability  of  the  bridge  during 


the  fpace  of  feven  years.  Of  courfe 
he  was  obliged  toereCf  another  ;  and 
he  proceeded  on  his  duty  with  all 
poffible  fpeed.  The  bridge  had  only 
flood  about  two  years  and  a  half. 
The  fecond  bridge  was  of  one  arch, 
for  the  purpofe  of  admitting  freely 
under  it  whatever  incumbrances 
the  floods  might  bring  down.  The 
fpan  or  chord  of  this  arch  was  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet ;  its  alti¬ 
tude  thirty-five  feet  ;  the  fegment 
of  a  circle  whole  diameter  was  one 
hundred  and  feventy  feet.  The 
arch  was  finifhed,  but  the  parapets 
not  yet  erefted,  when  fuch  was  the 
preffure  of  the  unavoidable  ponder¬ 
ous  work  over  the  haunches,  that 
it  fptung  up  in  the  middle,  and  the 
key -Hones  were  forced  out.  This 
was  a  fevere  blow  to  a  man  who 
had  hitherto  met  with  nothing  but 
misfortune  in  an  enterprize  which 
was  to  eflablifh  or  ruin  him  in  his 
profeifion.  William  Edwards, 
however  poffeffed  a  courage  which 
did  not  eafily  forfake  him,  fo  that 
he  was  not  greatly  difconcerted. 
He  engaged  in  if.  the  third  time  ; 
and  by  means  of  three  cylindrical 
holes  through  the  work  over  the 
haunches,  fo  reduced  the  weight 
ove  r  them,  that  there  was  no  longer 
any  danger  from  it  Thefe  holes 
or  cylinders  rife  above  each  other, 
afeending  in  die  order  of  the  arch, 
three  at  each  end,  or  over  each 
the  haunches.  The  diameter  of 
the  lowed  is  nine  feet  ;  of  the  fe* 
cond,  fix  feet  ;  and  of  the  tippet* 
mod,  three  feet.  They  give  the 
bridge  an  air  of  uncommon  ele¬ 
gance.  The  fecond  bridge  fell  in 
1751.  ’The third,  which hasftood 
ever  fince,  was  completed  in  1 7 5 5- « 
It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  Wil¬ 
liam  Edwards  experienced  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  fonie  gentlemen  in  the 
*  Y  2  county. 
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county,  which  was  increafed  by  the 
gratuities  of  others,  who  came 
from  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  to 
fee  the  bridge  and  its  builder  :  but 
of  this  we  have  no  clear  or  certain 
accounts  ;  nor  do  his  family  know 
that  he  was  ever  indebted  for  any 
emolument  but  to  his  own  induftry 
and  abilities. 

Hitherto  the  Rialto  was  edeemed 
the  larged  arch  in  Europe,  if  not  in 
the  world.  Its  fpan  or  chord  was 
ninety-eight  feet.  But  New  Bridge 
is  forty-two  feet  wider  ;  and  was 
till  lately,  if  it  is  not  If  ill  fo,  and 
I  am  not  aware  that  its  claim  to 
this  didindtion  is  invalidated,  the 
largeft  arch  in  the  world,  of  which 
we  have  any  authentic  account. — 
The  fame  of  this  bridge  introduced 
William  Edwards  to  public  no¬ 
tice;  and  he  was  employed  to 
build  many  other  bridges  in  South 
Wales.  One  of  the  next  bridges 
that  he  conftrud'ted  was  Ulk  Bridge, 
over  the  river  Ulk,  at  the  town  of 
Ulk  in  Monmouthfhire.  It  was  a 
large  and  handforae  work.  He  af¬ 
terwards  built  the  following 
bridges,  in  the  order  of  fucceffion 
which  is  here  aftigned  them.  A 
bridge  of  three  arches  over  the  ri¬ 
ver  Tawy :  Pont  ar  Tawy,  over 
the  fame  river,  about  ten  miles 
above  the  town  of  Swanfea.  This 
was  of  one  arch  ;  its  chord  eighty 
feet,  with  one  cylinder  over  the 
haunches.  Bettws  Bridge  in  Caer- 
manhenfhire,  confiding  of  one 
arch,  forty-five  feet  in  the  fpan. 
Llandovery  Bridge  in  the  fame 
county,  confiding  of  one  arch, 
eighty-four  feet  in  the  fpan,  with 
one  cylinder  over  the  haunches. — 
Wychbree  Bridge,  over  the  river 
Tawy,  about  two  miles  above 
Morridon :  thi$  has  one  arch, 
ninety -fi  Ye  feet  in  fpan,  twenty 


feet  in  altitude,  with  two  eylinu 
ders  over  each  of  the  haunches  to 
relieve  them.  He  built  Aberavon 
Bridge  in  Glaaiorganfhire,  con¬ 
fiding  of  one  arch,  feventy  feet  in 
fpan,  fifteen  feet  in  altitude,  but 
without  cylinders.  He  likewife 
built  Glafbury  Bridge,  near  Hay, 
in  Brecknockfhire,  over  the  river 
Wye  :  it  confifts  of  five  arches, 
and  is  a  light,  elegant  bridge.— 
The  arches  are  fmall  fegments  of 
large  circles  on  high  piers,  as  bed 
adapted  to  facilitate  the  paffage  of 
floods  under  the  bridge,  and  tra¬ 
vellers  over  it. 

William  Edwards  devifed  very 
important  improvements  in  the  art 
of  bridge-building.  His  firft 
bridges  of  one  arch  he  found  to  be 
too  high,  fo  as  to  be  difficult  for 
carriages,  and  even  horfes,  to  pafs 
over.  The  deeps  at  each  end  of 
New  Bridge  in  particular  are  very 
inconvenient,  from  the  largenefs 
and  altitude  of  the  arch.  This  pe¬ 
culiarity,  it  is  true,  adds  much  to 
its  perfpedfive  effect  as  a  part  of  the 
landfcape ;  but  the  fober  market- 
traveller  is  not  recompenfed  for  the 
toil  of  afeending  and  defeending  an 
artificial  mountain,  by  the  compa- 
rifon  of  a  rainbow  and  the  raptures 
of  a  draftfman.  He  avoided  this 
defedt  in  his  fubfequent  works ;  but 
it  was  by  a  cautious  gradation  that 
he  attempted  to  correct  his  early 
and  erroneous  principles,  and  to 
confult  the  eafe  of  the  public,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  furmounted  the 
greateft  difficulties  of  his  occupa¬ 
tion.  At  length  he  difeovered, 
not  by  reading,  converfation,  or 

any  other  mode  of  extriefic  inftruc- 

•* 

tion,  but  by  dint  of  his  own  ge¬ 
nius  matured  in  the  fchool  of  expe¬ 
rience,  that  where  the  abutments 
are  iccure  from  the  danger  of  giv¬ 
ing 
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sng  way,  arches  of  much  lefs  feg- 
ments,  and  of  far  lefs  altitude, 
than  general  opinion  had  hitherto 
required,  are  perfedly  ffecure,  and 
render  the  bridges  much  eafier  for 
carriages  to  pafs  over,  and  in  every 
refpeft  adapt  them  better  to  the 
purpofes  of  a  ready  and  free  com¬ 
munication.  Impreffed  with  the 
importance  of  thofe  rules  by  which 
he  had  affiduoufly  perfected  his  own 
pra&ice,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
confidering  his  own  branch  of  ar¬ 
chitecture  as  reducible  to  three 
great  requifites ;  durability,  the 
freedom  of  the  water  flowing  un¬ 
der,  and  the  eafeofthe  traffic  pac¬ 
ing  over.  Thefe  are  certainly 
maxims  of  peculiar  importance  in 
bridges  of  one  arch,  which  are  not 
only  the  heft  adapted  to  fituations 
where  tremendous  floods  occur,  but 
in  many  cafes  are  the  only  bridges 
fecurely  practicable  in  mountain 
v allies. 

The  literary  knowledge  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Edwards  was  at  firlt  confined 
to  the  Welfh  language,  which  he 
could  read  and  write  from  early 
youth.  He  was  fuppofed  to  be 
rather  obilinate  when  a  boy  ;  an 
imputation  which  generally  refts  on 
genius,  that  fees  beyond  the  fcope 
of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  controlled. 
His  own  account  of  this  alledged 
temper  was,  that  he  always  conh- 
dered  whether  any  thing  that  was 
propofed  to  him,  or  any  principle 
that  he  was  required  to  ad  upon, 
coincided  with  his  own  ideas  of 
reCtitude.  If  he  found  that  it  did, 
be  firmly  per fi fled  in  it.  His  gene¬ 
ral  character  was  that  of  uncommon 
refolution  and  inflexibility.  He 
was  very  wild,  as  it  is  commonly 
reported  of  him,  till  about  eighteen 
years  of  age.  After  that  period, 
lie  became  very  beady  and  fedate. 


"A  neighbour  inftruTed  him  a  little 
in  arithmetic.  About  the  age  of 
twenty  or  twenty-one,  he  under¬ 
took  the  building  of  a  large  iron 
forge  at  Cardiff,  and  lodged  with 
a  petfon  named  Walter  Roller,  a 
baker,  and  blind.  This  man 
taught  Englifh  reading.  William 
Edwards  was  alive  to  every  op¬ 
portunity  of  improvement,  and  ra¬ 
pidly  acquired  what  he  eagerly  pur- 
fued.  He  feems,  indeed,  to  have 
poffehed  a  mind  that  could  not  *ea- 
lily  be  flopped  in  its  progrefs.  To 
the  two  languages,  however,  his 
attainments  in  literature  were  con¬ 
fined  ;  but  their  application  to  the 
various  branches  of  ftudy  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  afforded  conflant 
exercife  even  to  his  indullry  and 
fpirit  of  inquiry.  After  he  had 
performed  his  engagement  at  Car¬ 
diff,  he  built  many  good  houfes, 
with  feveral  forges  and  fmelting™ 
houfes,  and  was  for  many  years 
employed  at  works  of  this  nature 
by  John  Morris,  of  Clafemont, 
Efq. 

Caerphilly  Cable  is  in  his  native 
parifh.  Fie  has  often  been  heard 
to  fay,  that  he  would  frequently 
vifit  that  celebrated  ruin,  and  fl  udy 
the  principles  of  its  excellent  ma- 
fonry,  with  all  its  various  peculi¬ 
arities,  appearing  in  thofe  venera¬ 
ble  remains.  He  eonfidered  him- 
felf  to  have  derived  more  import¬ 
ant  knowledge  from  this  than  from 
any  other  circumilance.  Indeed, 
his  principles  were  formed  on  thofe 
of  the  Caerphilly  Cable  mafonry. 
He  was,  what  may  with  fufficient 
propriety  be  termed,  a  mafon  of 
the  ancient  cable,  or  Gothic 
fchool.  His  manner  of  hewing 
anddrefling  his  bones  was  esxa&ly 
that  of  the  old  cable  mafons.  He 
put  them  together  in  a  bile  of  clofe- 
*  Y  3  aefs* 
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nets,  neatnefs,  aqd  firmnefs,  that  is 
never  feen  but  in  thofe  ancient, 
and,  as  far  as  we  know,  everlaft- 
ing  edifices.  His  fon  is  perhaps 
the  only  workman  remaining,  who 
on  any  occafion  pradiifes  the  an¬ 
cient  mafonry  ;  and  in  the  modern 
is  equally  a  proficient. 

The  full  compliment  of  bufinefs 
which  nfually  attends  a  high  repu¬ 
tation  in  any  line,  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  engrofled  all  the  time, 
and  thoughts  of  a  felf- taught  man. 
But  William  Edwards  united  with 
his  trade  the  occupation  of  a  far¬ 
mer  during  the  whole  of  his  life. 
Nor  was  Sunday,  though  a  fab- 
bath,  a  day  of  reft  to  him  ;  for  then 
he  had  clerical  functions  to  exer- 
cife.  In  his  religious  fentiments 
he  was  a  diffenter,  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  ftiled  Independents.  About 
1750,  he  was  regularly  ordained 
according  to  the  ufage  of  the  fed; 
of  which  he  was  a  member ;  and 
about  the  fame  time  was  chofen 
minifterof  the  congregation  meet¬ 
ing  at  a  chapel  in  his  native  parifh, 
where  he  officiated  for  forty  years, 
and  till  he  died.  He  was  a  Calvin- 
jft,  but  of  a  very  liberal  deferip- 
tion  :  indeed,  he  carried  his  charity 
fo  far,  that  man\  perfons  fu I  peeled 
he  had  changed  his  opinions,  and 
for  that  reafon  fpoke  very  unhand- 
fornely  of  him  For  a  length  of 
time,  during  the  laft  years  of  his 
miniftry,  he  always  avoided  in  his 
etifeourfes  thofe  points  of  doctrine 
that  were  more  peculiarly  in  dif- 
pute  between  the  C-dv mills  and 
other  parties.  Fie  frequently  re¬ 
peated  and  enforced,  a  maxim,  well 
worthy  the  adoption  of  the  rnoft 
enlightened  and  eminent  divines, 
that  the  love  of  God  and  of  our 
neighbour  is  the  ultimate  end  of  all 
religions,  which  having  attained. 


their  poftefibrs  had  arrived  at  their 
object;  and  that  it  is  againft  the 
fpirit  of  Chriitianity  to  fuppofe, 
that  among  all  parties,  be  they 
what  they  may,  there  are  not  ma¬ 
ny  who  have  indifputahly  obtained 
this  diftinguifhing  charadleriftic. 
Few  among  his  party  were  corffi- 
dered  to  be  fo  edifying  in  their  dif- 
courfes  as  he  was ;  and  this  fpeci- 
men  has  a  ftrong  tendency  to  ac¬ 
credit' the  opinion  :  but  fentiments 
of  fuch  liberality  and  moderation 
rnuft  have  been  fufpe&ed  of  trench¬ 
ing  a  little  on  the  foundnefs  of  his 
Calvinifm.  Another  principle  of 
his  evinced  that  his  judgment  was 
equal  to  his  candour.  He  always 
declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  re-, 
ligious  fociety  to  fupport  their  mi- 
nifter  decently  ;  and  for  this  rea¬ 
fon  he  took  from  his  congregation 
the  ftipulated  falarv,  though  he 
never  converted  a  ftngle  farthing 
of  it  to  his  own  ufe,  but  diftrihuted 
the  whole  among  the  poor  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  and  even  added 
very  confiderably  to  this  largefs 
from  his  own  perfonal  property.— 
He  very  wifely  alledged,  that 
though,  a  lucrative  bufinefs  would 
have  allowed  him  to  officiate  gra¬ 
nd  foully,  his  fucceiTor  might  be 
differently  circumftanced  ;  and  the 
people,  relieved  from  a  burden  for 
a  time,  would  look  with  an  evil 
eye  on  an  inftruflor,  who  had  it 
not  in  his  power  to  exhibit  fimiiar 
difimereftednefs.  So  judicious  a 
mixture  of  prudence  and  generofity 
might  furnilh  a  l#ffon  to  certain 
undiferirninating  enthufiafts,  whQ 
brand  with  the  opprobrious  name 
of  hire  thofe  fair  emoluments,  from 
which  refpeftahSe  abilities,  how¬ 
ever  or  wherever  employed,  are 
entitled  to  derive  eafe  and  compe¬ 
tence,  From  thefe  authentic  no* 
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tices  it  will  fufficiently  appear,  that 
thofe  who  have  termed  him  farcafti- 
cally,  or  by  way  of  ridicule,  a 
methodift  preacher,  have  egregi- 
oufly  mifreprefentcd  him.  He  ne¬ 
ver  officiated  at  any  of  the  method¬ 
ift  meetings.  He  frequently 
preached  at  the  diffenting  meeting- 
houfe  of  the  Rev.  Lewis  Rees,  fa¬ 
ther  of  Dr.  Abraham  Rees,  the 
editor  of  the  *New  Encyclopaedia. 
This  meeting-houfe  was  fituated 
near  Morrifton,  the  building  of 
which  he  fuperintended.  Many  of 
his  difcourfes  were  taken  down  in 
fhort  hand  by  William  Jones,  clerk 
to  Mr.  Padley,  of  Swanfea.  They 
were  always  delivered  in  Welfh. 
It  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  he 
detefted  an  intolerant  or  petfficu- 
ting  fpirit,  and  always  reprobated 
the  rancour  of  too  many  diffenters 
towards  the  eftablifhed  church. — 
He  was  well  refpeifted  by  the  ir.oft 
intelligent  and  liberal  of  all  fefts 
and  parties,  and  died,  very  much 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him,  in 
the  year  1789,  and  in  the  feveru 
tieth  year  of  his  age,  in  his  native 
parilb  of  Eglwylilan,  where  he  lies 
buried  in  the  church-yard.  He 
had  fix  children  ;  four  fons  and  two 
daughters.  Thomas,  David,  and 
Edward  were  brought  up  to  their 
father’s  trade  ;  William  was  fhot 
at  Gibraltar  in  the  American  war. 

His  fon  David  is  likewife  very 
fkilful  in  bridge-building,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  which  he  learnt  by  work¬ 
ing  with  his  father.  Among  many 
others,  he  built  in  Caermarthen- 
fhire,  Llandilo  Bridge,  of  three 
very  light,  elegant,  and  large 
arches,  over  the  river  Towy,  fix 
miles  above  the  town  of  Caermar- 
then  ;  Edwinsford  Bridge  over  the 
river  Cothy  ;  Pontloyrig  over  the 
river  T»w,  that  divides  the  coun¬ 


ties  of  Caermarthen  and  Pem¬ 
broke  ;  Bedwas  Bridge  over  the 
Remny,  between  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan  and  Monmouth  ;  and, 
laft  of  all,  Newport  Bridge,  over 
the  Ufk,  in  Monmouthfhire  ;  and 
this,  if  we  confider  the  impedi¬ 
ments  with  which  he  had  to  ftrug- 
gle  here,  mull  be  allowed  to  have 
been  a  very  arduous  undertaking. 
The  difficulty  of  making  good 
foundations,  together  with  the  ha- 
zards  attending  Welfh  mountain 
floods  from  the  land,  and  the  fu¬ 
rious  Severn  tides  from  the  Briftol 
Channel,  might  have  deterred  a 
lefs  enterprising  artift  :  but  he  fur- 
mounted  every  obftacle,  and  com¬ 
pleted  it  in  1801.  Tt  confifts  of 
five  arches,  fupported  by  high 
piers.  The  central  arch  is  feventy 
feet  in  the  fpan,  and  twenty- two 
feet  and  a  half  high  from  the  bafe 
or  chord  of  the  arch.  The  other 
arches  are  each  fixty-  two  feet  in  the 
fpan,  and  twenty- two  feet  in  al¬ 
titude.  The  piers  are  fourteen 
feet  wide  at  the  fpringing  of  the 
arches.  The  height  from  low  wa¬ 
ter  mark  to  the  top  of  the  parapet, 
is  fifty-feven  feet.  It  is  a  very- 
ornamental,  magnificent,  fcien- 
tific,  and  conveniently  conftrudted 
bridge. 

Mr.  David  Edwards  lives  at 
prefent  in  Glamorganfhire,  in  a 
good  farm  of  about  five  hundred 
pounds  per  annum.  He  is  very' 
much  refpefted  in  his  neighbour¬ 
hood,  fimple  in  his  manners,  hof- 
pitable  in  his  houfe,  and  very  in¬ 
telligent  in  his  profeffion.  His 
fon  William,  brought  up  to  the 
trade,  is  a  very  fkilful  mafon,  and 
particularly  fo  in  all  kinds  of 
bridge  and  water- works.  He  now 
fuperintends  many  of  the  locks  and 
bridges  of  the  Ker.net  and  Avon 
*  Y  4  navi- 
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navigation  from  London  to  Bris¬ 
tol  ;  but  his  father  is  not  informed 
whether  he  has  yet  entered  into  a 
contratft  for  the  rebuilding  of  Caer- 
leon  Bridge  in  Monmouthfiaire. 
The  prefen t  is  an  uncommon  in¬ 
fiance  of  the  fame  tafte  and  talents 
pervading  a  family  for  three  ge¬ 
nerations.  Bridge-building  and 
farming  feem  deftined  to  be  their 
hereditary  employments/ 


Comparifon  oj  Maximilian de  Bsthune 
Duke  of  Sully  y  and  William  Pilty 
Earl  of  Chatham » 

{ From  Scott’s  DiJTer  tat  ions  y  Ejfay 
and  Parallels, ) 

Two  very  confpicuous  ftatef- 
rnen  have  adorned  by  their  deeds 
the  annals  of  France  and  England 
in  the  courfe  of  modern  times,  who 
equally  admired  and  refpected 
whilft  living,  have  united  the 
fuff  rages  of  all  pofterity  in  their  fa¬ 
vour  by  the  force  of  their  merit 
and  the  fplendour  of  their  virtues. 
Though  d  ftinguifhing  themfelves 
In  their  rcfpetlive  countries  at 
nearly  the  diftance  of  two  centu¬ 
ries  from  each  other,  a  comparifon 
of  their  talents,  their  endowments, 
and  their  excellencies,  naturally 
occurs  to  the  hiftoric  obferver,  con¬ 
centrates  his  attention,  and  roufes 
his  faculties.  Their  virtues  en¬ 
force  reverence,  their  abilities  ex¬ 
cite  admiration,  and  their  exer¬ 
tions  of  them  demand  all  applaufe. 
Unqualified  praife,  perhaps,  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  may  deferve ;  for 
what  human  being  ever  did  jufiiy 
deferve  it  ?  But  fuch  men  as  the 
Duke  of  Sully,  and  William  Pitt, 
Earl  of  Chatham,  are  indeed,  ex¬ 
traordinary  productions,  feldom 


lent  in  the  courfe  of  ages  to  any 
nations,  and  when  appearing  invi. 
gorating  by  the  energy  of  their 
genius  the  torpid  and  the  liftlefs  of 
their  own  times,  almolt  infufing  a 
new  fpirit  into  their  countrymen, 
and  leaving  bright  examples  for 
imitation  to  pofcerity.  For  though 
few,  perhaps  none,  may  pofTefs 
their  talents  ;  yet  all  may  emulate 
their  integrity,  their  diftinterefted- 
nefs,  their  independent  fpirit,  and 
their  truth. 

Even  fome  iimilarity  in  the  fltu- 
ations  of  France  and  England, 
when  they  were  engaged  in  the 
principal  direction  of  the  affairs  of 
government,  indicates  the  proprie¬ 
ty  of  comparing  them  together. 
For  the  former  haraffed  and  ex^ 
ha  lifted  by  the  wars  of  the  League 
and  the  other  commotions  excited 
by  religious  fanaticifm,  and  by 
them  deeply  injured  even  with 
refpedt  to  its  external  relations, 
required  all  the  prudence,  fagacity, 
and  exertion,  of  the  wifeft  heads 
and  honefteft  hearts  to  remedy  its 
dilorders,  to  heal  its  wounds,  and 
to  infufe  new  ftrength  into  the 
whole  political  body.  Whilft  the 
latter  bleeding  at  every  vein  from 
themifeondud  of  a  moft  incapable, 
if  not  corrupt,  adminiftration,  dif- 
graced  abroad,  difeontented  at 
home,  brooding  in  fallen  filence 
over  paft  tranfa&ions,  and  hopelefs 
of  better  while  fuch  men  as  then 
prefided  at  the  helm,  directed  the 
machine  ot  government,  exhibited 
the  humiliating  profpeft  of  a  free 
people  nearly  defponding,  and  fend¬ 
ing  for  foreign  mercenaries,  the 
v a  [fa Is  of  defpotic  fway,  to  guard 
their  fhores  Irom  ihreatened  inva- 
fion.  To  revive  the  latent  fpirit 
oi  the  people  at  fuch  a  period,  to 
reanimate  the  due  vigour  of  free- 
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mtn  confcious  of  what  they  owed 
to  themfelves  and  to  pofterity, 
will,  perhaps,  be  allowed  little 
lefs  arduous  than  to  heal  the  wounds 
of*  inteftine  wars :  for  whatever 
evils  fuch  wars  are  attended  with, 
and  they  are  too  afflicting  to  be 
thought  on  without  horror,  they 
ever  by  their  very  exi (fence  non- 
rifh  the  martial  fpirit  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  often  by  that  means  enable 
it,  alter  their  termination,  to  be¬ 
come  more  formidable  to  their  foes 
and  more  ufeful  to  their  friends. 

Such  minifters  then  a9  the  exi¬ 
gencies  required,  thefe  nations 
found  in  Sully  and  Pitt  ;  the  French 
Duke,  though  of  a  different  reli¬ 
gion  from  that  prevailing  in  the 
fiate,  aXing  with  fuch  tempered 
prudence  as  to  fatisfy  all  parties, 
and  even  quiet  the  moll  turbulent  ; 
recovering  the  anticipations  of  the 
revenue  and  extending  without 
opprefflon  its  produce  ;  cherifhing 
commerce  and  manufactures  ;  and, 
fo  managing  the  military  force  and 
the  political  connexions  of  the 
date  as  to  enable  it,  in  the  fpace 
qf  a  few  years,  to  exhibit  an  aw¬ 
ful,  even  a  menacing  front  to  its 
moil  powerful  antagonifts.  The 
Britifh  commoner,  all  the  features 
of  whofe  character  were  on  a  great 
fcale,  his  genius  valt  and  compre¬ 
hend  ve,  his  perception  clear  and  de¬ 
fined,  his  decifion  prompt  and  refe- 
lute,  his  fpirit  lofty  and  foaring,foon 
taught  the  nation  to  throwofFits  pa¬ 
nic  terror,  firft  filled  it  with  hope, 
then  infpired  it  with  confidence  : 
above  fear  hirnfelf,  he  gave  courage 
to  all  around  him,  and  to  almoft 
ffll  employed  by  him  ;  above  the 
mean  regards  of  perfonal  profits, and 


with  a  foul  fcorning  the  peculation 
of  public  plunder,  he  forced  the 
venal,  if  they  could  not  be  virtuous 
at  lead  to  endeavour  to  conceal 
their  vices  ;  without  bias  and 
without  partiality  to  any  part  of 
the  empire,  he  fought  for  and  cal¬ 
led  forth  into  aXion  to  ferve  the 
community,  naval  and  military 
talents  of  every  foecies ;  and  he 
embalmed  the  memory  of  the  fallen 
hero  with  the  incenfe  of  his  well- 
earned  praife.  His  country,  raifed 
from  a  date  of  ahjeX  depredion  by 
his  animating  fpirit,  for  lour  tri¬ 
umphant  years  faw  viXory  con- 
ftantly  attending  his  efforts  for 
the  public  fervice,  and  daily  crown¬ 
ing  him  with  frefh  laurels ;  as 
i(  *  during  his  adminidration  Di¬ 
vine  Providence  exalted  Great 
Britain  to  an  height  of  profperity 
and  glory  unknown  to  any  former 
age.5’. 

It  is  true  that  he  has  often  been 
charged  with  inconfidency  and 
verfatility  for  having,  during  his 
adminidration,  vigoroufly  fupport- 
ed  continental  meafures  and  con¬ 
nexions,  which  for  years  antece¬ 
dent  he  had  warmly  and  ably  re¬ 
probated  and  condemned.  But 
that  is  not  inconfidency  which 
fupports  its  own  meafures  when 
adopted  by  government,  and  fuch 
a  puerile  phantom  of  reproach  va- 
nifhes  before  t  ie  earlied  dawn  of 
truth  and  reafon  ;  nor  is  that  ver¬ 
fatility  which,  from  a  change  of 
circumdances,  aXs  agreeably  to  the 
fpirit,  though  perhaps  not  the 
words,  of  its  former  declarations. 
For  what  were  the  continental 
meafures  and  connexions  which  he 
contemned?  Futile  and  nugatory 


*  Taken  from  the  infcription  on  the  monument  eretted  in  Weftminder  Abbey 
to  his  virtues  and  ability  by  the  King  and  Parliament.” 
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treaties ;  fublidiary  contrails, 
alike  expenfive  and  inefficient  ; 
the  pomp  and  parade  of  military 
preparation  without  the  effectual 
benefit  of  martial  fervice  :  together 
with  the  other  defpicable  lubter- 
fuges  of  a  weak,  a  temporifing, 
and  a  coward  policy.  Whereas  he 
by  ably  diftra&ing  the  power  of 
France  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  fo  weakening  her  force  as  to 
prevent  her  from  more  powerfully 
contending  with  ns  on  the  fpot 
for  the  dominion  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  real  object  of  the  war, 
enfured  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh 
arms  there,  and  fo  (to  ufe  his  own 
phrafe)  <(  conquered  America  in  Ger¬ 
many.”  By  treaties,  which  he 
knew  how  to  render  operative,  and 
by  fubfidies,  large  indeed  but  well 
applied,  he  enabled  a  German  * 
Elector  to  withftand  and  to  hum¬ 
ble  the  combined  powers  of  Aus¬ 
tria,  Ruffia,  and  France.  And 
the  plains  of  Minden  teftify  with 
what  energy  the  Britifh  army, 
when  employed  by  him  on  the 
continent,  maintained  the  national 
character  and  its  own  glory.  So 
that  by  the  brilliant  exertions  of 
his  capacious  mind,  and  by  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  his  comprehend ve  genius, 
though  the  morn  of  George  the 
Second's  day  had  been  cloudy,  and 
its  noon  temped uous,  yet  was  its 
eve  adorned  with  all  the  effulgent 
radiance  of  a  fet  ting  fun. 

Their  degrees  of  influence  with 
their  refpeCtive  fovereigns  were  in¬ 
deed  very  different ;  for  Sully, 
the  private  and  intimate  friend  of 
Henry  IVth,  poffeiled  uniformly 
with  him  a  commanding  fuperior- 
ity  of  intereft,  with  which  nothing 
ever  interfered  fave  the  predomi¬ 


nant  private  pleafures  by  which 
that  great  monarch  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  enflaved  ;  and  Sully’s  fug¬ 
ged  ions  ever  guiding  his  public 
conduCl,  that  minifter’s  councils 
hail  with  him  little  lefs  than  the 
authority  of  commands,  which  no 
court  intrigues  could  counteract, 
nor  any  mean  arts  diminifh.  Where¬ 
as  Mr.  Pitt,  when  firft  introduced 
into  the  Miniftry,  was  fo  perfo- 
nally  obnoxious  to  George  II. 
(from  the  bale  mifreprefentations 
of  vile  and  interefted  men)  that  all 
public  buflnefs  was  obliged  to  be 
tranfa&ed  between  them  by  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  a  third  f  perfon  :  a 

1 

fituation  fo  awkardas  foon  depriv¬ 
ed  him  of  his  minifterial  ftation. 

But  in  a  few  fhort  months  the 
univerfal  voice  of  the  people  call¬ 
ing  him  again  to  office  was  not  to 
be  refilled,  and  he  returned,  form¬ 
ing  an  adminiftration,  wherein  he 
was  truly  firfl;  minifler  ;  and  his 
fpirit,  his  manly  opennefs,  and  his 
uniform  fuccefs,  in  time  won  the 
confidence  of  the  king,  which  he 
enjoyed,  undiminilhed,  till  that 
monarch’s  death.  And  well  was 
it  defer ved,  for  it  was  invariably 
directed  to  promote  the  profperity 
of  the  nation  ;  not  to  ferve  private 
intereft  or  connexions,  or  to  ad¬ 
vance  low  party  fchemes. 

In  refpeCl  to  their  perfonal  cha¬ 
racters,  their  integrity,  their  dif- 
intereftednefs,  their  contempt  of 
all  mean  emoluments  of  office  were, 
it  may  be,  equal.  The  modera¬ 
tion  of  Sully,  and  his  total  want  of 
ambition,  were  almoft  proverbially 
remarkable  ;  infomuch  that  all  his 
high  offices  and  titles  were  the 
gratuitous  marks  of  his  generous 
mailer’s  favour,  not  the  fruits  of 


*  The  Elector  of  Branaenburgh,  King  of  Pruhfta. 
I  The  then  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
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folieitation  or  requeft.  Mr.  Pitt 

has  been,  more  than  once,  charged 
with  ambition,  and  the  charge  has 
been  made  certainly  not  without 
foundation  :  but  his  ambition  was 
of  that  noble  and  elevated  fpecies, 
that  is  diretfted  to  the  exaltation  of 
a  country,  not  to  the  aggrandize¬ 
ment  of  an  individual  or  a  private 
family.  And  the  confequence  was, 
that  after  having  for  fome  years 
directed  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain 
with  unexampled  fuccefs,  he  re¬ 
tired  from  office  without  any  other 
title  or  emolument  than  what  the 
Spontaneous  bounty  of  his  gracious 
Sovereign  forced  on  him  as  tefti- 
monies  of  his  high  approbation  of 
his  fervices.  Although  of  two 
different  religious  perfuaftons,  and 
each  fmcerely  attached  to  his  own, 
they  were  both  equally  and  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguifhed  by  their  ra¬ 
tional  piety,  and  by  their  unfeigned 
reverence  and  veneration  for  the 
fupreme  firft  caufe  of  all  things,  the 
great  Author  of  the  Univerfe. 
This  is  a  merit  “  above  all  Greek 
and  Roman  fame,’5  juftly  deferving 
not  only  the  humble  eulogy  of  man, 
but  what  it  will  furely  receive,  the 
celebration  of  the  higheft  order  of 
arch -angels :  and  of  their  poffeffing 
it  in  an  exalted  degree,  the  moft 
convincing  teftimonies  are  to  be 
found  in  various  parts  of  Sully's 
Memoirs,  and  in  Lord  Chatham's 
Letters  to  his  Nephew  Thomas 
Pitt,  Efq.  afterwards  Lord  Camel- 
ford. 

Certainly  in  one  eminent  qua¬ 
lity,  that  whereby  man  is,  it  may 
be,  more  diftinguifhed  from  the 
brute  creation  than  by  any  other, 
that  is  eloquence,  the  great  com¬ 
moner  (an  appellation  by  which 
Mr.  Pitt  was  long  and  honourably 
known)  was  not  only  much  fupe- 
rior  to  the  French  duke,  but,  per¬ 


haps,  to  any  man  that  has  exifted 
fince  the  death  of  Cicero.  His  elo¬ 
quence,  indeed,  forms  an  aera  in 
the  Britifh  art  of  {peaking  ;  con. 
feftedlv  far  tranfeending  all  that 
had  appeared  before  his  time,  and 
holding  forth  a  noble  model  of  imi¬ 
tation  to  pofterity.  That  it  was 
not  fauitlefs  is  true,  for  it  was 
fometimes  deficient  in  purity  of 
fly le  ;  as  he  feldom  hefitated  to 
ufe  a  foreign  term,  if  ftrong  and 
forcible,  when  one  purely  Engliftx 
did  not  immediately  occur  to  him  : 
and  this  is  admitted  to  have  been  a 
defeat  ;  but  it  was  his  only 
defeft.  His  voice  was  fonorous, 
perfectly  well  toned,  and  com¬ 
mand  ingly  powerful,  and  it  was 
always  managed  with  the  jufteft 
care  not  to  injure  its  excellencies  ; 
whilft  the  grace  of  his  aTion  capti¬ 
vated  the  eye,  and  the  dignity  of 
his  character  imprefled  his  words 
with  refiftlefs  force  on  the  hearts  of 
his  auditors.  His  fpeeches  were 
not  a  choice  feledion  of  ftudied 
fentences  often  tat  ioufly  produced 
on  a  gaudy  day  as  a  weapon  of  pa¬ 
rade  ;  but  the  efficient  engine  of  a 
man  of  fenfe,  information,  and  ge¬ 
nius,  inftrudling,  animating,  and 
delighting  his  hearers.  As  the  oc- 
cafion  required  diffufe  or  elofe, 
argumentative  or  didaftic,  fimple 
or  pathetic:  but  always  manly, 
forcible,  and  impreflive.  Fami¬ 
liarly  expreffing  gigantic  ideas  (as 
they  have  been  called)  he  led  on 
his  hearers  to  the  object  he  had  in 
view  with  unaffe&ed  fimplicity, 
neither  diflorting  it  by  puerile  ex- 
aggerations,  nor  diminifning  its 
real  magnitude  by  a  falfe  perfpec- 
tive.  Pure  in  his  intentions  he 
honeftly  faid  what  he  thought, 
his  candour  winning  the  hearts, 
as  his  arguments  convinced  the 
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heads  of  his  auditors.  But  his 
eyes  flafhed  lightning  on  the  (laves 
of  corruption,  whilft  his  tongue 
rolled  the  thunder  of  indignant 
liberty  on  its  betrayers  or  its  foes. 
Never  were  the  words  that 
burn”  of  the  poet  more  juftly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  any  performs  language 
than  to  Mr.  Pitt’s,  for  they  in¬ 
flamed  the  mind  to  a  degree  not 
eafy  to  be  conceived  by  any  but 
thofe  who  have  heard  them  ;  and 
he  united,  in  no  fmall  degree,  in 
in  his  admirable  harangues,  the 
ftrength,  the  force,  the  impetu- 
ofity  of  Demofthenes,  with  the 
beauty,  the  fplendour,  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  Cicero  :  eitfier  capti¬ 
vating  by  elegance,  or  aftonifh- 
ing  by  fublimity,  as  bed  fuirtsd 
the  emergency  of  the  occafion. 
Sully,  though  by  no  means  deficient 
in  the  powers  of  fpeceh,  can  beaj 
no  comparifon  with  fuch  a  comjl€ 
titor  :  for  his  were  of  the  gentle, 
cool,  unimpaflioned  fpecies,  more 
adapted  to  common  bufinefs  and  to 
the  ufual  details  of  life,  than  to  ap¬ 
pal  the  daring,  to  roufe  the  lan¬ 
guid,  to  vivify  the  torpid.  In 
this  refped  to  compare  them, 
without  forming  any  invidious  pa¬ 
rallel,  perhaps  it  might  be  al¬ 
lowable  to  borrow  the  ideas  of 
Horace  when  comparing  himfeif 


with  Pindar,  Sully  is  (<  as  *  the 
Matinean  bee  laborioufly  gather¬ 
ing  from  the  neighbouring  thyme- 
beds  fome  little  honey  whilft 
Pitt,  like  “  +  a  mountain  torrent, 
dwelled  by  abundant  rains,  nifties 
impetuoufty  along,  bearing  down 
and  hurrying  with  it  all  oppo- 
fin?*  obftacles:”  or  as  (toufethe 
aliufion  of  another  poet  fpeaking  of 
Pindar) 


. .  the  Theban  eagle  p 

Sailing  withfupreme  dominion 
Through  the  azure  deep  of  air  |j. 

As  to  their  popularity,  a  cir- 
cumftance  to  which,  under  every 
form  of  government,  each  wife  mi- 
nifter  pays  attentive  regard,  the 
Briton  had  indeed  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence  ;  as  his  popularity  was  un¬ 
bounded,  and  that  with  all  deferip- 
tions  of  perfons,  fave  the  envious, 
the  corrupt,  and  the  profligate : 
fo  that  he  might,  in  one  fenfe  of 
the  words,  be  truly  called  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  people.  From  Sully ’s 
being  an  Huguenot,  and  from  the 
religious  diftenfions  in  his  time  pre¬ 
vailing  in  France,  it  is  net  to  be 
ex  peeled  that  he  fhould  have  been 
a  general  favourite  ;  but,  after  his 
royal  matter  was  quietly  feared  on 
the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  Sully 


*  — — — Ego  apis  Maftnse 
more  modoque 

Grata  carpentis  thyna  per  lahoreni, 

Plurimum,  circa  nemus  uvidiqu» 

Tiburis  ripas,  operofa  parvus 
Carmina  fingo. 

Horatii  Carm.  Lib.  XV.  OL  2, 1. 

•>  Mon  •  deciirrens  velut  amnis,  imbre* 

Quem  luper  notas  aluere  ripas, 

Ferret,  immenfufque  rwit  profundo 
Pindarus  ore. 

Horatii  Carm.  Lib.  IV.  Od.  2 ,  I.  5. 
cpviQa,  Serov.  Olyinp.,  2. 

*1  Gray’s  on  the  Pregrcfs  of  Poefy. 
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condu&ed  himfeif  with  a  temper 
fo  becoming  his  fagacity,  and  with 
a  moderation  To  confonant  to  his 
wifdom,  as  to  attain  a  very  up- 
ufual  degree  of  popular  regard  ;  in 
truth  that  of  all  but  the  bigoted 
enthufiafts  of  an  intolerant  reli¬ 
gion- 

The  patronage  of  literature,  and 
of  thofe  individuals  who  have  de¬ 
fer  ved  well  of  the  public  by  their 
learned  labours,  is  a  matter  not 
only  of  ornament,  but  of  real 
utility,  to  any  adminift:  ration  :  it 
proving,  in  various  inftances,  a 
fhield  of  tempered  strength  to  ward 
otf  the  arrows  of  obloquy  from 
fuppofed  mifcondud,  and  often 
varnilhing  with  no  fading  glofs 
merits  of  a  very  doubtful  nature. 
In  this  refped,  and  it  is  one  of 
fome  confideration,  neither  the 
French  nor  the  Britifh  minifter  is 
entitled  to  praife,  but  both  equally 
merit  cenfure  ;  though  the  evils 
refulting  from  their  condud  were 
of  far  lefs  magnitude  in  France 
than  in  England.  For  Henry  IV, 
hirnfelf  a  mafter  of  genius  and 
knowledge,  ccunteraded  much  by 
his  countenance  and  attention,  the 
negjeds  of  his  minifter  :  whereas 
George  II.  although  in  many  re- 
fpeds  a  worthy  fovereign,  from 
his  ignorance  of  our  language,  of 
which  he  never  made  himfeif  maf¬ 
ter,  was  an  inadequate  judge  of 
the  merits  of  our  beft  authors,  and 
indeed  never  feems  to  have  con- 
fiaered  the  protection  or  literature 
or  the  arts  as  worthy  of  his  notice  ; 
fo  that  the  difregard  of  the  minifter 
was  Under  him  irreparable.  Per¬ 
haps  thefe  two  great  ininifters, 
and  two  great  minifters  they  furely 
were,  deemed  it  fufficient  to  entruft 
their  fame  to  the  faithful  records  of 
hiftory ;  without  regarding  pre-, 
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fent  ftatements  or  immediate  cele¬ 
bration.  But  future  hiftorians 
muft  take  their  accounts  from  the 
writers  of  the  time,  however  dull 
or  incapable  ;  whilft  but  too  often 
the  obfervations  of  fuch  beings  are 
too  carelefsly  adopted  as  well  as 
their  fads  ;  and  we  all  know  how 
often  even  thefe  latter  have  bee® 
diftorted  by  prejudice,  and  per¬ 
verted  by  mifreprefen tation.  So 
that  even  for  the  fake  of  that  ho¬ 
ned  reputation,  of  which  we  muft 
fuppofe  them  both  to  have  beea 
defirous,  they  fhould  have  adopted 
a  different  condud  from  that  which 
they  purfued.  And  it  is  in  this 
point  chiefly  that  they  will  be  ge¬ 
nerally  judged  to  have  been  moil 
and  equally  culpable  ;  as  neither 
of  them  brought  forward  into  life 
a  tingle  perfon  of  conspicuous  lite¬ 
rary  talents  merely  on  that  account; 
for  the  Britifh  minifter’s  patronage 
of  Warburton  was  notoriously  ow¬ 
ing  to  that  gentleman's  intimate 
connexion  with  the  late  Mr.  Alien 
of  Bath. 

The  termination  of  the  lives  of 
thefe  two  eminent  ftatefmen  was  a* 
different  as  many  circ.umftances  in 
their  characters,  while  engaged  in 
this  mortal  feene,  were  alike.  For 
Sully,  after  the  atrocious  murder 
of  his  royal  mafter,  fpee.dily  with¬ 
drew  from  his  official  fituation  and 
all  public  bufinefs  to  the  retirement 
and  calm  enjoyments  of private  life ; 
folacing  the  evening  of  his  days 
with  the  endearments  of  his  family 
and  thefocial  converfeof  his  friends, 
and  at  length  calmly  finking  into 
the  grave  unnoticed  and  unla- 
mented  out  of  the  circle  of  his  im¬ 
mediate  connexions:  But  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  whofe  ardour  in  his 
country's  caufe,  and  whofe  zeal 
for  her  welfare,  neither  age  nor 

inftr- 
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infirmities  could  deprefs,  after  hav¬ 
ing,  for  a  feries  of  years,  when  out 
of  office,  fupported  in  parliament, 
with  his  wonted  energy  and  fpirit, 
her  trueft  interefts,  after  having 
predifted,  with  almoft  prophetic 
forefight,  the  fpeedy  confequences 
of  feveral  unfortunate  meafures, 
whofe  execution  he  could  not  pre¬ 
vent,  after  having  exerted  hirnfelf 
with  unwearied  diligence  to  quiet 
the  difputes  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  American  colonies,  he  died 
glorioufly  {training  his  abilities 
to  the  utmofl  in  the  fame  caufe  for 
which  they  had  ever  been  dis¬ 
played,  the  profperity,  the  ho¬ 
nour,  the  glory  of  his  country  : 
being  {truck  with  the  deadly  dif- 
eafe,  which  terminated  his  in¬ 
valuable  life,  whilft  exerting  his 
belt  talents  againft  the  affa lifts  of 
the  open  enemies  and  the  infidious 
machinations  of  the  pretended 
friends  of  Britain.  Surely  as 
truly  expiring  in  the  field  of  ho¬ 
nour  as  his  own  victorious  hero, 
General  Wolfe,  on  the  heights  of 
Abraham  before  Quebec. 

Thus  having  compared  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  thefe  two  illuftrious  men, 
there  feems  little  doubt  to  which 
the  preponderance  of  weight  is 
due  ;  although  neither  can  be  con- 
fidered  without  efteern,  refpeCt, 
and  admiration.  It  is  not  impof- 
fibie  but  that  we  may  be  thought 
to  have  exalted  too  highly  fome 
<of  Lord  Chatham’s  real  merits, 
and  fo  have  unduly  depreciated  the 
Duke  «>f  Sully.  But  we  mull  fay 
that  we  have  beenfolely  influenced 
by  the  cogency  of  conviction  and 
the  evidence  of  fads,  that  we  have 
endeavoured  to  hold  the  balance  of 
appreciation  with  a  fteady  and 
unbiased  hand  ;  and  that  the  more 
carefully  from  well  knowing,  and 


even  feeling,  how  difficult  it  is  for 
a  Britifh  fubjeft  fo  to  aft  when  the 
character  of  Lord  Chatham  is 
placed  in  one  of  the  fcales.  Yet 
certainly  we  have  knowingly  ex-*, 
tenuated  nothing  of  Sully’s  great 
deferts,  and  truly  great  they  were, 
nor  molt  afluredly  fiTt  down 
aught  in  malice  for  had  we  not 
fincerely  thought  him  One  of  the 
worthieft  men,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  belt  and  honefteft  minifters 
whom  the  modern  world  has  feen, 
we  fhould  not,  even  for  one  mo¬ 
ment,  have  entertained  the  idea  of 
comparing  him  with  William  Pitt, 
Earl  of  Chatham. 


An  Account  of  the  Extraordinary 
Efcape  of  James  Stewart,  Efq. 
commonly  called  Athenian  Stewart , 
from  being  put  to  Death  by  fome 
1  urks,  in  whofe  Company  he  hap • 
pened  to  be  travelling .  Com  muni, 

cated  by  Dr.  Thomas  Percy ,  Bijhop 
of  Dromore ,  as  related  to  his  Lord - 
Jhip  by  Stewart  hirnfelf. 

[  From  the  European  Magazine. } 

Mr.  Stewart  had  refided  nearly 
three  years  at  Athens,  making 
drawings  of  the  ruins  there,  and 
carrying  on  his  refearches  into  the 
antiquities  of  Greece  ;  a  confider- 
able  change  about  this  time  (1753), 
had  been  effefted  in  the  miniltry 
of  the  Porte,  the  grand  Vizir  hav¬ 
ing  been  difgraced. 

The  Bafiiaw  of  Athens  having 
judged  it  prudent  to  haften  to  Con- 
flantinople,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
the  favour  of  the  new  minifter, 
Stewart,  whofe  long  retirement  at 
Athens,  at  a  diftance  from  the  feat 
of  government,  made  him  appre¬ 
hend  that  he  might  be  forgotten 
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by  his  friends,  thought  it  advife- 
able  to  fhow  himfelf  in  the  capital 
of  the  Empire,  and  folicit  a  re¬ 
newal  of  his  former  proteftions. 
The  opportunity  of  travelling  under 
fafeguard  of  a  perfon  of  fuch  power, 
and  with  fo  large  a  train,  feem- 
ed  fortunate,  and  on  application 
to  the  Bafhaw,  permidion  was 
granted  him  to  join  the  party. 

They  had  not  proceeded  far, 
before  he  plainly  faw  that  the 
great  Bafhaw  had  conceived  a  dif- 
like  to  him.  The  infecurity  of  all 
defcriptions  of  perfons  under  the 
Turkifh  defpolifm  rendering  them 
ttniverfally  timorous  and  fufpicious, 
the  Bafhaw,  confcious  that  his 
cenduft  would  not  hear  the  drifted: 
ferutiny,  began  to  be  fearful  that 
Stewart  might  intend  to  prefer 
dome  complaint  againd  him,  or 
from  inadvertency  might  divulge 
fomeofhis  mifdemeanors ;  he  there¬ 
fore  exerted  all  his  cunning  to  get 
rid  of  his  fellow-traveller.  It 
being  known  that  Stewart  had  fet 
out  on  the  journey  with  him,  he 
did  not  choofe  to  attempt  direft 
violence,  fearing  he  might  after¬ 
wards  be  called  to  account.  Stew¬ 
art  obferved,  that  at  every  dage 
it  was  contrived  to  put  him  on  a 
dangerous  horfe,  in  order  to  break 
his  neck  ;  the  mifehievous  dedgns 
againd  him,  at  length  became  fo 
apparent,  that  when  they  hap¬ 
pened  at  lad  to  dop  at  a  little  vil¬ 
lage,  he  refolved  to  make  a  Orort 
day  there,  and  trud  himfelf  no 
farther  in  fuch  company.  The 
Bafiraw  fhewed  great  confufion 
when  his  determination  became 
known,  and  ufed  the  mod  earned 
entreaties  to  prevail  on  him  to  go 
forwards,  but  to  no  purpofe.  He 
continued  firm  in  his  intention  to 
remain  behind.  The  Bafhaw,  after 
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much  delay,  was  obliged  to  fet  ouS 
for  the  next  dage.  Stewart  re¬ 
mained  in  a  large  public  room  of 
a  caravanfar.y,  where  different  tra¬ 
vellers  of  all  kinds  are  accommo¬ 
dated  together,  and  the  Turks  of 
the  neighbourhood  come  in  to 
drink  coffee  :  and  as  he  knew  more 

*  j 

of  the  language  than  the  people 
were  apprifed  of,  it  was  not  long 
before  he  found  out  from  their  con- 
verfation  amongd  themfelves,  that 
he  had  avoided  one  danger  only  to 
fall  into  another  as  imminent.  The 
family  of  the  inn,  probably  from 
hints  of  the  Bafhaw,  reprefented 
him  as  a  dangerous  perfon,  a  ma¬ 
gician  that  made  ufe  of  drawings 
and  piftures,  to  which  the  fuper- 
ditious  averfion  of  the  Turks  i* 
exceffive  and  infurmountabie. 

The  day  being  now  on  the  de¬ 
cline,  Stewart  placed  his  luggage 
about  him  in  a  corner  of  the  room, 
and  began  to  difpofe  himfelf  to 
deep  ;  all  the  other  people,  except 
one  fervant  belonging  to  the  inn, 
having  retired.  A  little  boy 
coming  in  foon  afterwards,  and 
jumping  about,  approached  Stew¬ 
art  ;  feeing  his  eyes  apparently 
fhut,  and  fuppofing  him  adeep,  the 
boy  made  fignidcant  gedures  with 
his  finger  acrofs  his  throat,  which 
plainly  denoted  what  was  paffing 
in  his  thoughts,  and  that  Stewart's 
head  would  be  cut  off.  The  boy- 
going  out  of  the  room,  Stewart  i« 
great  condernation  began  to  think 
how  he  might  contrive  to  efcape; 
he  pretended  to  the  fervant, 
who  was  watching  the  travel¬ 
lers’  baggage,  that  he  had  a 
necedary  occafion,  and  mud  retire 
a  little  while.  The  guard  having 
accompanied  him  into  a  field, 
Stewart  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
him  to  go  off,  and  be  his  guide 

through 
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through  the  country,  but  in  vain  : 
finding  he  could  not  prevail  upon 
him  to  accompany  him,  he  drew 
out  his  piftols,  which  were  con¬ 
cealed  in  his  clothes,  and  threat¬ 
ened,  if  any  noife  were  made,  to 
{hoot  the  fellow,  who  being  in¬ 
timidated,  went  back  {lowly  and 
quietly,  and  Stewart  moved  di¬ 
rectly  towards  a  fmall  river,  whofe 
banks  were  thickly  covered  with 
reeds,  among  which  he  concealed 
himfelf ;  reflecting,  however,  that 
the  fellow  might  have  obferved 
him,  and  that  it  was  the  molt 
likely  fpot  for  the  people  to  fearch, 
he  foon  left  the  reeds,  and  lay  down 
among  fome  bullies  and  brambles 
that  were  fpread  about  to  a  con- 
fderable  extent,  and  beyond  which 
was  an  open  plain,  covered  with 
corn.  Here  he  had  not  lain  long, 
when  he  perceived  numerous  lights 
in  the  village.  A  great  number 
of  perfons  in  a  fhort  time  came  out 
with  torches  in  their  hands,  and 
immediately  went  to  fearch  among 
the  reeds :  that  not  fucceding,  they 
tried  among  the  brambles.  Being 
foiled  here  alfo,  they  lighted  fires 
at  feveral  intervals  with  bundled 
flicks,  on  the  boundary  of  the 
thickets  near  the  corn,  fo  that  it 
was  impoflible  for  him  to  pafs  be¬ 
tween  them  without  being  feen. 
He  now  began  to  think  there  was 
no  chance  of  escape,  and  refolved, 
with  his  piftols  in  hand,  to  fell  his 
life  as  dear  as  he  could,  A  very 
heavy  rain  during  this  fufpenfe 
coming  on,  extinguished  fhe  lights 
and  fires,  and  obliged  all  the  Turks 
to  return  to  their  village.  When 
he  perceived  them  gone,  and  that 


every  thing  was  quiet,  he  got  up, 
and  after  fearching  about,  foon 
gained  the  principal  road,  on  which 
he  walked  for  feveral  miles,  and 
at  laft,  about  day-break,  found 
himfelf  on  a  rifing  ground,  with  a 
confiderable  town  in  view,  juft 
below.  Not  choofing  to  venture 
into  the  ftreet,  he  took  a  road  to 
the  back  of  the  houfes,  which  he/ 
faw  led  to  the  main  road  at  the  fur¬ 
ther  end  of  the  town  :  he  continued 
to  march  on  without  obftruCtion, 
and  reaching  fome  ploughed  ground, 
obferved  before  him  a  man  plough- 
ing.with  a  mufket  on  his  fnoulder  : 
fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
that  even  that  neceflary  and  peace¬ 
able  employment  could  not  bepur- 
fued  without  the  labourer  going 
armed.  Being  fenfible  that  when 
the  plough  turned  about,  he  muft 
be  feen  by  the  ploughman,  he- 
bethought  himfelf  of  counterfeiting 
folly,  well  knowing  the  veneration 
with  which  the  Turks  regard 
idiots  *.  He  impofed  on  the  pea- 
fant  fo  effectually,  that  he  was  fuf- 
fered  to  pafs  on  with  every  token  of 
compaflion  and  refpeCt,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  walk  forwards,  till  he 
faw  at  fome  diftance  two  men  on 
horfeback  eroding  the  plain.  He 
knew  them,  from  their  appearance, 
tobe  men  of  Epirus ;  and  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  being  a  fort  of  Chriftiaas,  he 
thought  he  might  with  fafety  ad¬ 
vance  and  meet  them  :  he  told 
them  his  ftory,  and  implored  their 
protection ;  and  they  readily  took 
him  under  their  care.  They  were 
riding  to  a  fair,  and  each  of  them 
had  twelve  loaded  piftols,  in  a  box, 
placed  on  the  horfe  before  him ; 


*  It  is  faid  that  this  proceeds  not  from  humanity,  the  Turks  having  a  notion  that 
fuch  perfons  are  favoured  with  celeltial  vifions  and  divine  communications,  and  are 
therefore  totally  isifenuble  to  fubluaary  cares  and  attentions. 

they 
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they  gave  him  convoy  to  a  little 
fea-port,  not  far  diftant,  where  a 
French  Conful  being  Rationed,  he 
there  found  refuge,  and  his  perils 
at  an  end.  The  Conful  difpatched 
meffengers  with  proper  authority 
to  the  Caravanfary  for  his  lug¬ 
gage;  who,  when  they  came  back 
with  it,  exprefled  great  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  declared  that  Stewart 
mutt  be  a  Saint,  for  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  him  to  have  efcaped  death, 
but  by  miraculous  interpolition. 

The  above  narrative  I  wrote 
down  immediately  after  hearing  it 
from  the  Bifhop  of  Dromore  ;  and 
his  Lordfhip,  on  perufal,  was 
pleafed  to  fay  it  was  perfectly  ac¬ 
curate  and  corred.  Some  friends 
wilhing  to  have  copies  of  it,  to 
avoid  the  trouble  of  tranfcription, 
a  few  fheets  have  been  printed  off, 
and  given  away. 

Andrew  Caldwell. 

London,  Auguji  24,  1804. 


Defcyiption  of  the  Drefs  and  Feet  of 
the  Chinefe  Women . 

* 

( From  Barrow's  Trawls  in  China.) 

Never  were  poor  women  fitted 
o.ut  in  a  ftyle  fo  difadvantagcous 
for  fetting  off  their  charms,  as 
thofe  who  made  their  appearance  on 
the  banks  of  the  Pei. ho  ;  and  we 
afterwards  found  that  the  drefs  of 
thefe,  with  fome  flight  variations, 
was  the  common  mode  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Bunches  of  large  artificial 
flowers,  generally  refembling  afers , 
whofe  colours  were  red,  blue,  and 
yellow,  were  ftuck  in  their  jet 
black  hair,  which  without  any 
pretenfions  to  tafteor  freedom,  was 
Vol.  XLVI.  or  Vol,  IV.  New 


ferewed  up  dole  behind,  and  foldecf 
into  a  ridge  or  knot  acrofs  the 
crown  of  the  head,  not  very  unlike 
(except  in  the  want  of  tafee)  to  the 
prefent  mode  in  which  the  young 
ladies  of  -I  n  ngland  braid  their  locks. 
Two  bodkins  of  filver,  brafs,  or 
iron,  were  confpicuoufly  placed  be¬ 
hind  the  head,  in  the  form  of  an 
oblique  crofs,  which  is  the  com¬ 
mon  mode  of  Malay  women.  — ^ 
Their  faces  and  necks  were  daubed 
with  white  paint,  the  eyebrow's 
blackened,  and  on  the  center  of 
the  lower  lip,  and  at  the  point  of 
the  chin,  were  two  fpots,  about 
the  fize  of  a  fmall  wafer,  of  a  deep 
Vermillion  colour.  A  blue  cotton 
frock,  like  that  of  the  men,  reach¬ 
ing  in  fome  to  the  middle  of  the 
thigh,  in  others  to  the  knee,  was 
almoft  univerfal.  A  pair  of  wide 
trowfers,  of  different  colours,  but 
commonly  either  red,  green,  or 
yellow,  extended  a  little  below 
the  calf  of  the  leg,  where  they 
were  drawn  clofe,  in  order  the 
better  to  difplay  an  ancle  "and  a 
foot,  which,  for  Angularity  at 
leaft,  may  challenge  the  whole 
world.  This  diftorted  and  difpro- 
portionate  member  confifts  of  a  foot 
thathas  been  cramped  in  itsgrowth, 
to  the  length  of  four  or  five  inches, 
and  an  ancle  that  is  generally  fwol- 
len  in  the  fame  proportion  that  the 
foot  is  diminifhed.  The  little  fhoe 
is  as  fine  as  tinfel  and  tawdry  can 
make  it,  and  the  ancle  is  bandaged 
round  with  party-coloured  clothes, 
ornamented  writh  fringe  and  taf- 
fels  ;  and  fuck  a  leg  and  foot,  thus 
dreffedout,  are  considered  in  China 
as  fuperlatively  beautiful. 

The  conftant  pain  and  uneafinefs 
that  female  children  mutt  necefla- 
rily  fuffer,  in  the  ad  of  compref- 
fing,  by  means  of  bandages,  the 
Series. *  *  Z  toes 
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toes  under  the  foies  of  the  foot, 
and  retaining  them  in  that  pofition 
until  they  literally'  grow*  into,  and 
become  a  part  of  it  ;  and  by  forc¬ 
ing-  the  heel  forward  until  it  is  en¬ 
tirely  obliterated,  make  it  the 
nlofe  wonderful  how  a  cuftom,  fo 
unnatural  and  inhuman,  fhould 
have  continued  for  fo  many  ages, 
at  lead  fuch  is  the  opinion,  that  its 
origin  is  entirely  unknown,  or  ex¬ 
plained  by  fuch  fabulous  abfurdi- 
ties  as  are  too  ridiculous  to  affign 
for  its  adoption. 

Few  favage  tribes  are  without 
the  unnatural  cuftom  of  maiming 
or  lopping  off  fome  part  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  as  boring  the  lips  and 
the  cartilage  of  the  nofe,  drawing 
or  colouring  the  teeth,  cutting  off 
a  joint  from  the  fingers  or  toes, 
and  otherwife  pradlifing,  as  they 
mu  ft  fuppofe,  improvements  on  na¬ 
ture.  But  on  this  conlideration 
it  would  fcarcely  be  fair  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  maiming  the  feet  of  the 
Chinefe  ladies  derived  its  origin 
from  a  period  of  time  when  they 
were  yet  in  a  favage  ftate,  fince 
we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  ob- 
ferving  the  moft  civilized  and  en¬ 
lightened  focieties  ftudying  to  find 
out  beauties  in  defe&s,  and  creating 
them  where  nature  had  intended 
perfect  ion.  The  Chinefe  would  no 
doubt  be  equally  furprifed  at,  and 
conlider  as  egregioufly  abfurd,  the 
cuftom  of  circumciiion,  as  prac- 
tifed  by  a  great  portion  of  Afiatic 
nations  ;  nor  have  we  any  reafon 
to  think  they  would  not  condemn 
the  refinement  of  docks  and  crops 
among  our  horfes  as  an  abfurd  cuf¬ 
tom,  not  lefs  ridiculous  in  their 
eyes,  than  the  little  feet  of  their 
ladies  are  in  ours.  If  they  could 
not  refrain  from  burfting  into  fits 
©f  laughter  on  examining  the  greafe 


and  powder  with  which  our  hair 
was  disfigured  ;  and  if  they  fome- 
tirnes  lamented  that  fo  much  oil  and 
flour  had  unneceffaril)  been  wafted, 
we  might,  perhaps,  in  the  vanity 
of  felf-importance,  affeft  to  pity 
their  tafte  ;  but  fetting  cuftom  and 
prejudice  apart,  we  have  certainly 
no  great  reafon  to  defpife  and  ridi¬ 
cule  the  Chinefe,  or  indeed  any 
other  nation,  merely  becaufe  they 
differ  from  us  in  the  little  points  of 
drefs  and  manners,  feeing  how  very 
nearly  we  can  match  them  with 
fimilar  follies  and  abfurdities  of 
our  own. 

The  lllence  of  the  earlieft  tra¬ 
vellers  into  China  on  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  cuftom,  would  almoft  war¬ 
rant  a  conjedture  that,  norwith- 
ftanding  the  pretended  ignorance 
of  the  Chinefe  with  regard  to  its 
origin,  both  the  fafhion  and  the 
fentiment  of  its  being  vulgar  for 
ladies  to  be  feen  abroad,  were  only 
adopted  within  the  period  of  a  few 
centuries.  The  Venetian  travel¬ 
ler,  although  he  makes  frequent 
mention  of  the  beauty  and  drefs  of 
the  women,  takes  no  notice  of  this 
fingular  fafhion;  and  he  obferves 
that  on  the  lake  of  Ra?igtchoo-foo , 
the  ladies  are  accuftomed  to  take 
their  pleafure  with  their  hwfbands 
and  their  families.  The  Ambafta- 
dors  alfo  of  Shah  Rokh,  the  fon  of 
Tamerlane,  who,  in  the  year  1419, 
were  fent  to  congratulate  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  China,  ftate  in  the  narra¬ 
tive  of  their  expedition  that,  at 
their  public  reception,  there  flood 
two  young  virgins,  one  on  each 
fide  of  the  throne,  with  their  faces 
and  bofoms  uncovered  ;  that  they 
were  furnifhed  with  paper  and  pen¬ 
cils,  and  took  down,  with  great 
attention,  every  word  that  the  Em¬ 
peror  fpoke.  Thefe  Ambafiadors 
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faw  alfo  numbers  of  women  in  open 
baths  near  the  Yellow  River  ;  and, 
in  one  city,  they  remark  that, 
“  there  were  many  taverns,  at  the 
doors  of  which  fat  a  number  of 
young  girls  of  extraordinary  beau¬ 
ty.  ”  Nor  do  the  travels  of  two 
Mahomedans  into  China  in  the 
ninth  century,  publifhed  by  Mr. 
Renaudot,  make  any  mention  of 
the  unnatural  fmallnefs  of  the  wo¬ 
men’s  feet  ;  and  they  are  not  by 
any  means  deficient  in  their  obfer- 
vations  of  the  manners  and  cultoms 
of  this  nation,  at  that  time  fo 
very  little  known  to  the  reft  of  the 
world.  Almoft  every  thing  they 
have  related  concerning  China  at 
this  early  period  is  found  to  be 
true  at  the  prefent  day,  and  as  they 
particularly  notice  thedrefsand  or¬ 
naments  worn  by  the  women,  one 
would  think  they  would  not  have 
omitted  a  cuftom  fo  fingular  in  its 
kind  as  that  of  maiming  the  feet, 
if  it  had  then  been  as  common  as  it 
is  now.  , 

This  monftrous  fafhion  has  ge¬ 
nerally  been  attributed  to  the  jea- 
loufy  of  the  men.  Admitting  this 
to  have  been  the  cafe,  the  Chinefe 
muft  be  allowed  to  be  well  verfed 
in  the  management  of  the  fex,  to 
ha  ve  fo  far  gained  the  afcendancy 
over  them,  as  to  prevail  upon  them 
to  adopt  a  fafhion,  which  required 
a  voluntary  relinquifhment  of  one 
of  the  greateft  pleafures  and  blef- 
fings  of  life,  the  faculty  of  loco¬ 
motion  ;  and  to  contrive  to  render 
this  fafhion  fo  univerfal  that  any 
deviation  from  it  fhould  be  confi- 
dered  as  difgraceful.  The  defire 
of  being  thought  fuperior  to  the 
reft  of  his  fellows  fometimes,  in¬ 
deed,  leads  a  man  into  ftrange  ex¬ 
travagancies*  Upon  this  princi¬ 
ple  the  men  of  learning,  as  they 


are  pleafed  to  ftyle  themfelves,  fuf- 
fer  the  nails  of  their  little  fingers 
to  grow  fometimes  to  the  enormous 
length  of  three  inches,  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  giving  ocular  demonftra- 
tion  of  the  impoffibility  of  their 
being  employed  in  any  fort  of  ma¬ 
nual  labour  ;  and  upon  the  fame 
principle,  perhaps,  the  ladies  of 
China  may  be  induced  to  continue 
the  cuftom  of  maiming  their  female 
infants,  in  order  that  their  children 
may  be  diftinguifhed  from  thofe 
of  the  peafantry,  who,  in  moft  of 
the  provinces,  are  condemned  to 
fubmit  to  the  drudgery  of  the 
field. 


Condition  of  IV omen  in  China . 

C  From  the  fame*) 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  laid  down  as 
an  invariable  maxim,  that  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  female  part  of  fociety 
in  any  nation  will  furnifti  a  tolera¬ 
ble  juft  criterion  of  the  degree  of 
civilization  to  which  that  nation 
has  arrived.  The  manners,  habits, 
and  prevailing  fentiments  of  wo¬ 
men,  have  great  influence  on  thofe 
of  the  fociety  to  which  they  belong, 
and  generally  give  a  turn  to  its  cha¬ 
racter.  Thus  we  (hall  find  that 
thofe  nations,  where  the  moral  and 
intellectual  powers  of  the  mind  in 
the  female  fex  are  held  in  moft  efti- 
mation,  will  be  governed  by  fuch 
laws  as  are  beft  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  happinefs  of  the 
people  ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
where  the  perfonal  qualifications 
of  the  fex  are  the  only  objeCts  of 
confideration,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all 
the  defpotic  governments  of  Afiatic 
nations,  tyranny,  oppreflion,  and 

*Z  2  ftavery 
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ftavery  are  fure  to  prevail  ;  and 
thefe  perfonal  accomplifhments,  fo 
far  from  being  of  ufe  to  the  owner, 
ferve  only  to  deprive  her  oi  liberty, 
and  the  fociety  of  her  friends ;  to 
render  her  a  degraded  victim,  iub- 
fervient  to  thefenfual  gratification, 
the  caprice  and  the  jealoufy  of  ty¬ 
rant  man.  Among  favage  tribes 
the  labour  and  drudgery  invariably 
fall  heavieft  on  the  weaker  fex. 

The  talents  of  women,  in  our 
own  happy  ifland,  began  only  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  be 
held  in  a  proper  degree  of  confide- 
ration.  As  women,  they  were 
admired  and  courted,  but  they 
fcarcely  could  befaid  to  participate 
in  the  fociety  of  men.  In  faff,  the 
manners  of  our  forefathers,  before 
that  reign,  were  too  rough  for 
them.  In  Wales,  wives  were  fold 
to  their  hufhands.  In  Scotland, 
women  could  not  appear  as  evi¬ 
dences  in  a  Court  of  Jufiice.  In 
the  time  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  an 
ad  was  palled,  prohibiting  women 
and  apprentices  from  reading  the 
New  Teftament  in  the  Englilh 
language.  Among  the  polifhed 
Greeks,  they  were  held  in  little 
eftimation.  Homer  degrades  all 
his  females  :  he  makes  the  Grecian 
princeffes  weave  the  web,  fpin  and 
do  all  the  drudgery  of  a  modern 
wafher- woman  ;  and  rarely  allows 
them  any  {hare  of  fecial  in  tercourfe 
with  the  other  fex.  Yet  the  very 
foundations  on  which  he  has  con- 
ftruded  his  two  matchlefs  poems 
are  women.  It  appears  alfo  from 
all  the  dramatic  writers  of  ancient 
Greece,  whofe  aim  was  u  to  hold 
as  it  were  the  mirror  up  to  nature, 
to  Ihew  the  very  age  and  body  of 
the  time  its  form  and  preffure," 
that  notwithftanding  their  ex¬ 
treme  delicacy  of  tafte,  and  rapid 


progrefs  in  the  fine  arts,  their  man¬ 
ners  were  low  and  coarfe,  and  that 
they  were  entire  ftrangers  to  any 
other  gratification  arifing  from  the 
fociety  of  women,  than  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  thefenfual  appetite.  Even 
the  grave  Herodotus  mentions,  in 
the  higheft  terms  of  approbation, 
the  cuftom  of  Babylon  of  felling 
by  audion,  on  a  certain  fixed  day, 
all  the  young  women  who  had  any 
pretenfions  to  beauty,  in  order  to 
raife  a  fum  of  money  for  portioning 
off  the  reft  of  the  females,  to  whom 
nature  had  been  lefs  liberal  in  be¬ 
llowing  her  gifts,  and  who  were 
knocked  down  to  thofe  who  were 
fatisfied  to  take  them  with  the  leaft 
money.  This  degradation  of  wo¬ 
men  would  feem  to  be  as  impolitic 
as  it  is  extraordinary,  fince,  under 
their  guidance,  the  earlieft,  and 
fometimes  the  moft  indelible  (I  be¬ 
lieve  I  may  fafely  add,  the  belt 
and  moft  amiable)  impreffions  are 
ftamped  on  the  youthful  mind.) 
In  infancy  their  protedion  is  indif- 
penfably  neceffary,  and  in  ficknefs 
or  in  old  age,  they  unqueftionably 
afford  the  beft  and  kindeft  relief; 
or,  as  a  French  author  has  neatly 
obferved,  (i  Sans  les  femmes ,  les 
deux  extremites  de  la  n)ie  feraient  fans 
fecourSy  et  le  milieu  Jans  plajirsd * 
((  Without  women  the  two  extre¬ 
mities  of  life  would  be  helplefs,  and 
the  middle  of  it  joylefs.” 

The  Chinefe,  if  poffible,  have 
impofed  on  their  women  a  greater 
degree  of  humility  and  reftraint 
than  the  Greeks  of  old,  or  the 
Europeans  in  the  dark  ages.  Not 
fatisfied  with  the  phyfical  depriva¬ 
tion  of  the  ufe  of  their  limbs,  they 
have  contrived,  in  order  to  keep 
them  the  more  confined,  to  make  it 
a  moral  crime  for  a  woman  to  be 
feen  abroad..  If  they  fhould  have 
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©ccafion  to  vifit  a  friend  or  rela¬ 
tion,  they  muft  be  carried  in  a 
clofe  fedan  chair,  to  walk  would 
be  the  height  of  vulgarity.  Even 
the  country  ladies,  who  may  not 
polfefs  the  luxury  of  a  chair,  rather 
than  walk,  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
fometimes  rolled  about  in  a  fort  of 
covered  wheelbarrow.  The  wives 
and  daughters,  however,  of  the 
lower  clafs  are  neither  confined  to 
the  houfe,  nor  exempt  from  hard 
and  flavifii  labour,  many  being 
obliged  to  work  with  an  infant 
upon  the  back,  while  the  hufband, 
in  all  probability,  is  gaming,  or 
otherwife  idling  away  his  time. 
I  have  frequently  feen  women  af¬ 
fixing  to  drag  a  fort  of  light 
plough,  and  the  harrow.  Nieuw- 
hoff,  in  one  of  his  prints,  taken 
from  drawings  fuppofed  to  be  made 
in  China,  yokes,  if  I  miftake  nor, 
a  woman  to  the  fame  plough  with 
an  afs.  Should  this  be  the  fadl, 
the  Chinefe  are  not  lingular,  it  we 
may  credit  the  natural  hiftorian  of 
antiquity*,  who  obferves  that,  to 
open  the  fertile  fields  of  Byza-cium} 
in  Africa,  it  was  necelfary  to  wait 
until  the  rains  had  foaked  into  the 
ground ;  <c  after  which  a  little 
weakly  afs,  and  an  old  woman, 
attached  to  the  fame  yoke,  were 
fufficient  to  drag  the  plough 
through  the  foil,”  poft  imbres  vi/i 
afello ,  et  a  parte  altera  jugi  anu  <vo- 
m?rem  trabente 'vidimus  fcindi . 

In  the  province  of  Kiang-fee  no¬ 
thing  is  more  common  than  to  fee 
a  woman  drawing  a  kind  of  light 
plough,  with  a  fingle  handle, 
through  ground  that  has  previoufly 
been  prepared.  The  eafier  talk  of 
directing  the  machine  is  left  to  the 
hulband,  who,  holding  the  plough 
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with  one  hand,  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  other  calls  the  feeds  into 
the  drills. 

The  advantages  which  thofe  wo¬ 
men  polfefs  in  a  higher  fphere  of 
life,  if  any,  are  not  much  to  be 
envied.  Even  at  home,  in  her  own 
family,  a  woman  mult  neither  eat 
at  the  fame  table,  nor  fit  in  the 
fame  room  with  her  hulband.  And 
the  male  children,  at  the  age  of 
nine  or  ten,  are  entirely  feparated 
from  their  lifters.  Thus  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  a ffedi ion,  not  the  inftinc- 
tive  products  of  nature,  but  the 
offspring  of  frequent  intercourfe 
and  of  a  mutual  communication  of 
their  little  wants  and  pleafures,  are 
nipped  in  the  very  bud  of  dawn¬ 
ing  fentiment.  A  cold  and  cere¬ 
monious  conduft  muft  be  obferved 
on  all  occafions  between  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fame  family.  There  is 
no  common  focus  to  attract  and  con¬ 
centrate  the  love  and  refpetd  of 
children  for  their  parents.  Each 
lives  retired  and  apart  from  the 
other.  1  he  little  incidents  and 
adventures  of  the  day,  which  fur- 
nifti  the  converfarion  among  chil¬ 
dren  of  many  a  long  winter’s  even¬ 
ing,  by  a  comfortable  fire.fide,  in 
our  own  country,  are  in  China  bu¬ 
ried  in  filence.  Boys,  it  is  true, 
fometimes  mix  together  in  fchools, 
but  the  ftiff  and  ceremonious  beha¬ 
viour,  which  conftitutes  no  incon- 
fiderable  part  of  their  education, 
throws  a  reftraint  on  all  the  little 
playful  aftions  incident  to  their 
time  of  life,  and  completely  fub- 
dues  all  fpirit  of  activity  and  en- 
terprize.  A  Chinefe  youth  of  the 
higher  clafs  is  inanimate,  formal 
and  ina<5live,  conftantly  endeavour., 
ing  to  affume  the  gravity  of  years  ^ 


*  Plin.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  zi 
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To  beguile  the  many  tedious  and 
heavy  hours  that  muft  unavoidably 
occur  to  the  fecluded  females  totally 
unqualified  for  mental  purfuits',  the 
tobacco-pipe  is  the  ufual  expedient. 
Every  female  from  the  age  of  eight 
or  nine  years,  wears  as  an  appen¬ 
dage  to  her  drefs,  a  fmall  filken 
purfe  or  pocket  to  hold  tobacco 
and  a  pipe,  with  the  ufe  of  which 
many  of  them  are  not  unacquainted 
at  this  tender  age.  Some,  indeed, 
are  conftantly  employed  in  work¬ 
ing  embroidery  on  filks,  or  in 
painting  birds,  infects,  and  flowers 
on  thin  gauze.  In  the  ladies’ 
apartments  of  the  great  hoiife  in 
which  we  lived  at  Pekin,  we  ob¬ 
served  fome  very  beautiful  fpeci- 
mens  of  both  kinds  in  the  pannels 
of  the  partitions,  and  I  brought 
home  a  few  articles,  which  I  un¬ 
derhand  have  been  much  admired  ; 
but  the  women  who  employ  their 
time  in  this  manner  are  generally 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  tradef- 
men  and  artificers,  who  are  ufually 
the  weavers  both  of  cottons  and 
filks.  1  remember  afking  one  of 
the  great  officers  of  the  court,  who 
wore  3  filken  veil  beautifully  em¬ 
broidered,  if  it  w as  the  work  of 
his  lady,  but  the  fuppofition  that 
his  wife  fhould  condefcend  to  ufe 
her  needle,  feemed  to  give  him  of¬ 
fence. 

Their  manners  in  domeftic  life 
are  little  calculated  to  produce  that 
extraordinary  degree  of  filial  piety, 
or  affeftion  and  reverence  towards 
parents,  for  which  they  have  been 
eminently  celebrated,  and  to  the 
falut ary  effects  of  which  thejefuits 
have  attributed  the  {lability  of  the 
government.  Filial  duty  is,  in 
fad,  in  China,  lefs  a  moral  fenti- 
ment,  than  a  precept,  which  by 
length  of  time  has  acquired  the 


efficacy  of  a  pofitive  law  ;  and  it 
may  truly  be  faid  to  exift  more  in 
the  maxims  of  the  government, 
than  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Had  they,  indeed,  confidered  filial 
piety  to  be  fufficiently  llrong  when 
left  to  its  own  natural  influence, 
a  precept  or  law  to  enforce  it  would 
have  been  fuperfluous,  The  fiift 
maxim  inculcated  in  early  life  is 
the  entire  fubmlfiion  of  children  to 
the  will  of  their  parents.  The 
tenour  of  this  precept  is  not  only 
i(  to  honour  thy  father  and  thy 
mother,  that  thy  days  may  be 
long  in  the  land;”  but  to  labour 
for  thy  father  and  thy  mother  as 
long  as  they  both  fhall  live,  to  fell 
thy felf  into  perpetual  fervitude  for 
their  fupport,  if  neccfiary,  and  to 
confider  thy  life  at  their  dilpofak 
So  much  has  this  fentiment  of  pa¬ 
rental  authority  gained  ground  by 
precept  and  habit,  that  to  all  in- 
tents  and  purpofes  it  is  as  binding 
as  the  flrongefl  law.  It  gives  to 
the  parent  the  exercife  of  the  fame 
unlimited  and  arbitrary  power  over 
his  children,  that  the  Emperor, 
the  common  father,  pofleffes  by 
law  over  his  people.  Hence,  as 
among  the  Romans,  the  father  has 
the  power  to  fell  his  fon  for  a 
Have  ;  and  this  power,  either  from 
caprice,  or  from  poverty,  or  other 
caiifes,  is  not  unfrequently  put  in 
force. 

A  law  that  is  founded  in  reafon 
or  equity  feldom  requires  to  be  ex¬ 
plained  or  juflified.  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  China,  in  fandioning  an 
ad  of  parental  authority  that  mili¬ 
tates  fo  llrongly  againfl every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  nature,  or  moral  right  and 
wrong,  feems^  to  have  felt  the 
force  of  this  remark.  Their  learn- 
ed  men  have  been  employed  in 
writing  volumes  on  the  fubjed,  the 
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principal  aim  of  which  appears  to 
be  that  of  impreffing  on  the  minds 
of  the  people  the  comparative  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Emperor  over  his 
ftibje&s,  and  of  a  parent  over  his 
children.  The  reafonahlenefs  and 
juftice  of  the  latter  being  once  cfta- 
blifhed,  that  of  the  former,  in  a 
patriarchal  government,  followed 
of  courfe  ;  and  the  extent  of  the 
power  delegated  to  the  one  could 
not  in  juftice  be  withheld  from  the 
other.  And  for  the  better  allaying 
of  any  fcruples  that  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  arife  in  men’s  confciences, 
it  was  eafy  to  invent  any  piece  of 
fophiftry  to  ferve  by  way  of  i  uni¬ 
fication  for  thofe  unnatural  parents 
who  might  feel  themfelves  dif- 
pofed,  or  who  from  want  might  be 
induced,  to  part  with  their  chil¬ 
dren  into  perpetual  ftavery.  A 
fon,  fays  one  of  their  moll  cele- 
brated  lawgivers.,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  has  the  power  of  fell¬ 
ing  his  fervices  for  a  day,  or  a 
year,  or  for  life  ;  but  a  father, 
while  living,  has  unlimited  au- 
thorny  over  his  fon  ;  a  father  has, 
therefore,  the  fame  right  of  felling 
the  fervices  of  his  fon  to  another 
for  any  length  of  time,  or  even  for 
life. 

Daughters  may  be  faid  to  be  in¬ 
variably  fold.  The  bridegroom 
mull  always  make  his  bargain  with 
the  parents  of  his  intended  bride. 
The  latter  has  no  choice.  She  is  a 
lot  in  the  market  to  be  difpofed  of 
to  the  higheft  bidder.  The  man, 
indeed,  in  this  refpeft,  has  no  great 
advantage  on  his  fide,  as  he  is  not 
allowed  to  fee  his  intended  wife  un¬ 
til  (he  arrives  in  formal  proceftion 
at  his  gate.  If,  however,  on  open¬ 
ing  the  door  of  the  chair,  in  which 
the  lady  is  fhut  up,  and  of  which 
the  key  has  been  fent  before,  he 
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fhould  diflike  his  bargain,  he  can 
return  her  to  her  parents  ;  in  which 
cafe  the  articles'  are  forfeited  that 
consumed  her  price  ;  and  a  fum 
of  money,  in  addition  to  them, 
may  be  demanded,  not  exceeding, 
however,' the  value  of  thefe  arti¬ 
cles.  Thefe  matrimonial  procef- 
fions,  attended  with  pomp  and  rnu- 
fic,  are  not  unlike  thofe  ufedby  the 
Greeks  when  the  bride  was  con¬ 
duced  to  the  hulband’s  houfe  in  a 
fplendid  car  ;  only  ,  in  the  former 
inftanee,  the  lady  is  completely  in- 
vifible  to  every  one. 

To  what  a  degraded  condition 
is  a  female  reduced  to  by  this  ab- 
furd  cuftom  !  How  little  induce¬ 
ment,  it  would  be  fuppofed,  Hie 
could  have  to  appear  amiable  or 
elegant,  or  to  ftudy  her  drefs,  or 
cramp  her  feet,  or  paint  her  face, 
knowing  (he  will  be  configned  into 
the  hands  of  the  firft  man  who  will 
give  the  price  that  her  parents  have 
fixed  upon  her  charms.  No  pre¬ 
vious  converfation  is  allowed  to 
take  place,  no  exchange  of  opinions 
or  comparifon  of  fentiments  with 
regard  to  inclinations  or  diflikes ; 
ail  the  little  filent  aCs  of  attention 
and  kindnefs,  which  fo  eloquently 
fpeak  to  the  heart,  and  demonftrate 
the  fincerity  of  the  attachment,  are 
utterly  unfelt.  In  a  word,  that 
ftateof  the  human  heart,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  mutual  affeCion  between 
the  fexes,  and  from  whence  pro¬ 
ceed  the  happieft,  the  moll  inte- 
relling,  and  fometimes  alfo  the 
rnoft  diflreffing  moments  of  life,  has 
no  exiftence  in  China.  The  man 
takes  a  wife  becaufe  the  laws  of  the 
country  direct  him  to  do  fo,  and 
cuftom  has  made  it  indifpenfable  ; 
and  the  woman,  after  marriage, 
continues  to  be  the  fame  piece  of 
inanimate  furniture  ftie  always  was 
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in  her  father’s  houfe.  She  fufFers 
no  indignity,  nor  does  fhe  feel  any 
jealoufy  or  difturbance  (at  lea  ft  it 
is  prudent  not  to  (hew  it)  when  her 
hufband  brings  into  the  fame  houfe 
a  fecond,  or  a  third  woman.  The 
firft  is  contented  with  the  honour 
of  prefiding  over,  and  directing  the 
concerns  of,  the  family  within 
doors,  and  in  hearing  the  children 
or  the  others  calling  her  mother. 

It  might  be  urged,  perhaps,  on 
the  part  of  the  hufband,  that  it 
would  be  highly  unreafonable  for 
.the  woman  to  complain.  The 
man  who  purchafed  her  ought  to 
have  an  equal  right  in  the  fame 
manner  to  purchafe  others.  The 
cafe 'is  materially  different  where 
parties  are  united  by  fentiments  of 
•love  and  efteem,  or  bound  by  pr©- 
mifes  or  engagements  ;  under  fuch 
circumftances  the  introduction  of  a 
fecond  wife,  under  the  fame  roof, 
could  not  fail  to  difturb  the  har¬ 
mony  of  the  family,  and  occafton 
the  meft  poignant  feelings  of  dif- 
trefs  t©  the  firft.  But  a  Chinefe 
wife  has  no  fuch  feelings,  nor  does 
the  hufband  make  any  fuch  engage¬ 
ments. 

Although  polygamy  be  allowed 
by  the  government,  as  indeed  it 
could  not  well  happen  otherwife 
where  women  are  articles  of  pur¬ 
chafe,  yet  it  is  an  evil  that  in  a 
great  degree  corrects  itfelf.  Nine 
tenths  of  the  community  find  it 
difficult  to  rear  the  offspring  of  one 
woman  bv  the  labour  of  their 

J 

hands;  fuch,  therefore,  are  neither 
in  circumftances,  nor  probably  feel 
much  inclination,  to  purchafe  a  fe¬ 
cond,  The  general  practice  would, 
befides,  be  morally  impoffible.  In 
a  country  where  fo  many  female  in¬ 
fants  are  expofed,  and  where  the 
laws  or  cuftom  oblige  every  man 


to  marry,  any  perfon  taking  toi 
himfelf  two  wives  muft  leave  Foma 
other  without  one,  unlefs  indeed  it 
be  fuppofed  with  the  author  of 
L’ Ej'prit  des  Loix ,  what  there  feems 
to  be  no  grounds  for  fuppofing, 
that  a  much  greater  number  of  fe¬ 
males  are  born  than  of  males.  But 
all  the  obfervations  of  this  lively 
and  ingenious  author  with  regard 
to  China,  and  particularly  the  in* 
ferences  he  draws  with  refpeft  to 
climate,  fall  to  the  ground.  It  is 
not  the  vigour  of  natural  propenfi- 
ties,  as  he  has  fuppofed,  that  de- 
ftroys  the  moral  ones  ;  it  is  not  the 
effefft  of  climate  that  makes  it  to  be 
confidered  among  thefe  people  “as 
a  prodigy  of  virtue  for  a  man  to 
meet  a  fine  woman  in  a  retired 
chamber  without  offering  violence 
to  her  it  is  the  eftedl  of  fludi- 
oufly  pampering  the  appetite,  nur¬ 
turing  vicious  notions,  conftdering 
women  as  entirely  fubfervient  to 
the  pleafures  of  man  ;  and  in  fhort, 
by  fancying  thofe  pleafures  in  the 
head  rather  than  feeling  them  in 
the  heart,  that  have  led  them  to 
adopt  a  fentiment  which  does  the 
nation  fo  little  credit.  The  cli* 
mate  being  every  where  tempe¬ 
rate,  and  the  diet  of  the  majority 
of  the  people  moderate,  I  might 
fay  fcanty,  thefe  have  little  in* 
fluence  in  promoting  a  vehement 
defire  for  fexual  intercourfe.  It  is 
indeed  among  the  upper  ranks  only 
2nd  a  few  wealthy  merchants  (whom 
the  fumptuary  laws,  prohibiting 
fine  houfes,  gardens,  carriages, 
and  every  kind  of  external  {hew 
and  grandeur,  have  encouraged 
fecretiy  to  indulge  and  pamper 
their  appetite  in  every  fpecies  of 
luxury  and  voluptuoufnefs)  where 
a  plurality  of  wives  are  to  be 
found*  Every  great  officer  of 
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date  has  his  haram,  confiding  of 
fix,  eight,  or  ten  women,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  circumftances  and  his  in¬ 
clination  for  the  fex.  Every  mer¬ 
chant  alfo  of  Canton  has  his  fe- 
raglio  ;  but  a  poor  man  finds  one 
wife  quite  fudicient  for  all  his  wants, 
and  the  children  of  one  woman  as 
many,  and  fometimes  more,  than 
he  is  able  to  fupport. 

The  unfociable  diftance  which 
the  law  (or  cudom  dronger  than 
law)  prefcribes  to  be  obferved  be¬ 
tween  the  fexes,  and  the  cool  and 
indifferent  manner  of  bargaining 
for  a  wife,  are  not  calculated  to 
produce  numerous  indances  of  cri¬ 
minal  intercourfe.  Thefe,  how¬ 
ever,  fometimes  happen,  and  the 
weight  of  punifhment  always  falls 
heavied  on  the  woman.  The  huf- 
band  finds  no  difficulty  in  obtain¬ 
ing  a  fentence  of  divorce,  after 
which  he  may  fell  her  for  a  Have, 
and  thus  redeem  a  part  at  lead  of 
his  purchafe  money.  The  fame 
thing  happens  in  eafe  a  wife  fhould 
elope,  in  dances  of  which  I  fancy 
are  dill  more  rare  ;  as,  if  (he  be  of 
any  fafhion,  her  feet  are  ill  calcu¬ 
lated  to  carry  her  off  with  fpeed  ; 
and  if  a  young  girl  fhould  chance 
to  lofe  what  is  ufually  held  to  be 
the  mod  valuable  part  of  female 
reputation,  fhe  is  fent  to  market 
by  her  parents,  and  publicly  fold 
for  a  flave.  In  cafes  of  mutual 
diflike,  or  incompatibility  of  tem¬ 
per,  the  woman  is  generally  fent 
back  to  her  parents.  A  woman 
can  inherit  no  property,  but  it  may 
be  left  to  her  by  will.  If  a  widow 
has  no  children,  or  females  only, 
the  property  defcends  to  the  neared 
male  relation  on  the  deceafed  huf- 
band’s  fide,  but  he  mud  maintain 
the  daughters  until  he  can  provide 
ffcem  with  hufbands. 


The  prohibition  againd  the  fre. 
quent  intercourfe  with  rnoded  fe¬ 
males,  for  there  are  public  women 
(in  every  great  city,  is  not  attended 
here  with  the  effeft  of  rendering 
the  purfuit  more  eager ;  nor  does 
it  increafe  the  ardour,  as  among 
the  ancient  Spartans,  who  were 
obliged  to  deal,  as  it  were,  the 
embraces  of  their  lawful  wives.  In 
China  it  feems  to  have  the  con¬ 
trary  effeft  of  promoting  that  fort 
of  connexion  which,  being  one  of 
the  greated  violations  of  the  laws 
of  nature,  ought  to  be  confidered 
among;  the  fird  of  moral  crimes — 
a  connexion  that  finks  the  man 
many  degrees  below  the  brute. 
The  commidlon  of  this  detedable 
and  unnatural  aft  is  attended  with 
fo  little  fenfe  of  fhame,  or  feelings 
of  delicacy,  that  many  of  the  ffrft 
officers  of  date  deemed  to  make  no 
hefitation  in  publicly  avowing  it. 
Each  of  thefe  officers  is  condantly 
attended  by  his  pipe-bearer,  who 
is  generally  a  handfome  boy  from 
fourteen  to  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  is  always  well  dreffed.  In 
pointing  out  to  our  notice  the  boys 
of  each  other,  they  made  ufe  of 
figns  and  motions,  the  meaning  of 
which  was  too  obvious  to  be  mif- 
interpreted.  The  two  Mahome- 
dans,  I  obferve,  who  were  in 
China  in  the  ninth  century,  have 
alfo  taken  notice  of  this  circum- 
dance  :  and  I  find  in  the  journal  of 
Mr.  Hittner,  a  gentleman  who 
was  in  that  part  of  the  fuite,  who 
accompanied  the  Britifh  ambaffador 
into  Tartary,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
palaces  of  Gehol,  the  following 
remark  :  i(  Dans  l’un  de  ces  palais, 
parmi  d’autres  chefs-d’oeuvres  de 
Part,  on  voyait  deux  flatues  de 
gar^ons,  en  marbre,  d’un  excellent 
travail ;  ils  avaient  les  pieds  et 
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les  mains  lies,  et  leur  pofition  ne 
laifiait  point  de  doubte  que  le  vice 
des  Grecs  n’eut  perdu  fon  horreur 
pour  les  Chinois.  Un  vieil  eu- 
nuque  nous  les  fit  remarquer  avec 
un  four  ire  impudent.” 

It  has  been  remarked  thaf  this 
unnatural  crime  prevails  moil  in 
thofe  countries  where  polygamy  is 
allowed;  that  is  to  fay,  in  thofe 
countries  where  the  affections  of 
women  are  not  confulted,  but  their 
perfons  pur  chafed  for  gold* —a  re¬ 
mark  which  may  lead  to  this  con- 
dufion,  that  it  is  rather  a  moral 
turpitude  than  a  propenfity  arifing 
from  phylical  or  local  caufes.  The 
appetite  for  female  intercourfe  fcon 
becomes  glutted,  by  the  facility 
of  enjoyment  3  and  where  women, 
fo  circumflanced,  can  only  receive 
the  embraces  of  their  proprietors 
from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  their  coldnefs 
and  indifference,  the  neceffary  con- 
fequence  of  fucll  connexions,  mufl 
alfo  increafe  in  the  men  the  ten¬ 
dency  to  produce  fatiety.  I  think 
it  has  been  obferved,  that  even  in 
Europe,  where  females  in  general 
have  the  fuperior  advantage  of  fix¬ 
ing  their  own  value  upon  them- 
felves,  it  is  the  greatefl  rakes  and 
debauchees,  who, 

« - bred  at  home  in  idlenefs  and  riot, 

Kanfack  for  miftreffes  the  unwholefome 
itews,  i 

And  never  know  the  worth  of  virtuous 
Jove.” 

fly  fometimes  in  fearch  of  frefh  en¬ 
joyment  in  the  deteftable  way 
here  alluded  to  *. 


Remarks  on  the  Inhumanity  of  the 
Chinefe  ;  and  on  Infanticide . 

(  From  the  fame.) 

Several  infiances  however  oc¬ 
curred  yi  the  courfc  of  oui  journey 
through  the  country,  which  feemed 
to  mark  the  fame  unfeeling  and 
hard-hearted  difpofition  to  exift  be¬ 
tween  perfons  of  equal  condition 
of  life,  as  in  men  in  office  over 
their  inferiors.  One  of  thefe  af¬ 
forded  an  extraordinary  trait  of 
inhumanity.  A  poor  fellow  at' 
Macao,  in  the  employ  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  factory  there,  fell  by  accident 
from  a  wall,  and  pitched  upon  his 
fkull.  His  companions  took  him 
up  with  very  little  appearance  of 
life,  and  in  this  {late  were  carrying 
him  away  towards  the  fkirts  of  the 
town,  where  they  were  met  by  one 
of  the  medical  gentlemen  belonging 
to  the  embaffy.  He  interrogated 
them  what  they  meant  to  do  with 
the  unfortunate  man,  and  was  very 
coolly  anfwered,  they  were  going 
to  bury  him.  Having  exprefled 
his  aflonifhment  that  they  fhould 
think  of  putting  a  man  into  the' 
grave  before  the  breath  was  out  of 
his  body,  they  replied,  that  they 
were  of  opinion  he  never  could  re¬ 
cover,  and  that  if  they  carried  h  m 
home  he  would  only  be  a  trouble 
and  expenfe  to  his  friends  fo  long 
as  he  remained  in  a  fituation  which 
rendered  him  unable  to  affifl  him- 
felf.  The  man,  however,  by  the 
humanity  and  attention  of  Dr, 
Scott,  was  reflored  again  to  his 
family,  and  to  thofe  friends  who 


*  I  would  not  have  taken  notice  of  this  odious  vice,  had  not  the  truth  of  its  exiftence 
jn  China  been  doubted  by  fome,  and  attributed  by  others,  to  a  wrong  caufe.  Profeliing 
to  defenbe  the  people  as  I  found  them,  1  muft  endeavour  to  draw  a  faithful  picture, 
neither  attempting  to  palliate  their  vices,  nor  to  exaggerate  their  virtues. 
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knew  fo  well  to  appreciate  the  va¬ 
lue  of  his  life. 

The  doClor,  however,  was  not 
aware  of  the  rifk  he  ran  in  thus  ex- 
ercifing  his  humanity,  as  by  a  law 
of  the  country,  which  appears  to 
Us  extraordinary,  if  a  wounded 
man  be  taken  into  the  protection 
and  charge  of  any  perfon  with  a 
view  to  effeft  his  recovery,  and  he 
fhould  happen  to  die  under  his 
hands,  the  perfon  into  whofe  care 
he  was  jail  taken,  is  liable  to  be 
punifhed  with  death,  unlefs  he  can 
produce  undeniable  evidence  to 
prove  how  the  wound  was  made, 
or  that  he  furvived  it  forty  days. 
The  confequence  of  fuch  a  law  is, 
that  if  a  perfon  fhould  happen  to 
be  mortally  wounded  in  an  affray, 
he  is  fuffered  to  die  in  the  ftreets, 
from  the  fear  (fhould  any  one  take 
charge. of  him)  of  being  made  re- 
fponfible  for  his  life. 

A  linking  inftance  of  the  fatal 
effects  of  fuch  a  law  happened  at 
Canton  lately.  A  fire  broke  out 
in  the  fuburbs,  and  three  Chinefe, 
in  affi fling  to  extinguifh  it,  had 
their  limbs  fraClured,  and  were 
otherwife  dreadfully  wounded  by 
tlje  falling  of  a  wall.  The  furgeon 
of  the  Englifh  factory,  with  all  the 
alacrity  to  adminifter  relief  to  dif¬ 
fering  humanity,  which  charac- 
terifes  the  profeflion  in  Britain, 
direCfed  them  to  be  carried  to  the 
faClory,  and  was  preparing  to  per¬ 
form  amputation,  as  the  only  pof- 
fible  means  of  faving  their  lives, 
when  one  of  the  Hong  merchants 
having  heard  what  was  going  on^ 
ran  with  great  halte  to  the  place, 
and  entreated  the  furgeon  by  no 
means  to  think  of  performing  any 
operation  upon  them,  but  rather 
fuffer  them  to  be  taken  away  from 
tl)e  faClory  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  ; 


adding  that,  however  good  his  in¬ 
tention  might  be,  it  any  one  of 
the  patients  fhould  die  under  his 
hands,  he  would  inevitably  be 
tried  for  murder,  and  the  moil 
mitigated  punifhment  would  be 
that  of  banifhrnent  for  life  into 
the  wilds  of  Tartary.  The 
wounded  Chinefe  were  accord¬ 
ingly  removed  privately,  and, 
no  doubt,  abandoned  to  their 
fate. 

The  operation  of  fuch  a  bar¬ 
barous  law,  (for  fo  it  appears  to 
us)  will  ferve  to  explain  the  con- 
duCl  of  the  Chinefe  in  the  following 
inftance.  In  the  courfa  of  our  jour¬ 
ney  down  the  grand  canal,  we  had 
occafton  to  witnefs  a  fcene  which 
was  confidered  as  a  remarkable  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  want  of  fellow-feeling. 
Of  the  number  or  perfons  who  had 
crowded  down  to  the  banks  of  the 
canal,  feveral  had  poked  tbem- 
felves  upon  the  high  projecting 
ftern  of  an  old  veffel,  which,  un¬ 
fortunately,  breaking  down  with 
the  weight,  the  whole  groupe 
tumbled  with  the  wreck  into  the 
canal,  juft  at  the  moment  when  the 
yachts  of  the  embaffy  were  palling. 
Although  numbers  of  boats  were 
failing  about  the  place,  none  were 
perceived  to  go  to  the  affiftance  of 
ihofe  that  were  ftruggling  in  the 
water.  They  even  feemed  not  to 
know  that  fuch  an  accident  had 
happened,  nor  could  the  ftirieks  of 
the  boys,  floating  on  pieces  of  the 
wreck,  attraCl  their  attention. 
One  fellow  was  obferved  very 
buftly  employed  in  picking  up, 
with  his  boat-hook,  the  hat  of  a 
drowning  man.  It  was  in  vain 
we  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the 
people  of  our  veffel  to  heave  to, 
and  fend  the  boat  to  their  aflift- 
ance.  It  is  true,  we  were  then 
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going  at  the  rate  of  feven  miles  an 
hour,  which  was  the  plea  they 
made  for  not  flopping.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  feveral  of  thefe  un¬ 
fortunate  people  mufl  inevitably 
have  periflied. 

Being  thus  infenlible  to  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  their  companions  and 
countrymen,  little  compaflion  is  to 
be  expe&ed  from  them  towards 
Arangers.  From  a  manufcript  jour¬ 
nal,  kept  by  a  gentleman  in  the 
fuite  of  the  Dutch  Ambafiador,  it 
appears  that,  on  their  route  to  the 
capital,  the  writer  felt  an  incli¬ 
nation  to  try  his  fkaits  on  a  fheet 
of  ice  that  they  pafled  by  the  road 
Ade  ;  he  was  alfo  urged  to  it  by 
the  conducting  officers.  Having 
proceeded  to  fomediftance  from  the 
ihore,  the  ice  gave  way,  and  he 
fell  in  up  to  his  neck.  The  Chi- 
rtefe,  inflead  of  rendering  him  any 
affiftance,  in  the  ahfence  of  his 
own  countrymen  who  had  gone 
forwards,  run  away  laughing  at 
this  accident,  and  left  him  to 
fc ramble  out  as  well  as  he  could, 
which  was  not  effeCDd  without 
very  great  difficulty. 

But,  if  further  proofs  were  want¬ 
ing  to  eftablifli  the  infenfible  and 
Incompaffionate  character  of  the 
Chinefe,  the  horrid  practice  of  in¬ 
fanticide,  tolerated  by  cuftom  and 
encouraged  by  the  government, 
can  leave  little  doubt  on  this  fub- 
jeft. — I  venture  to  fay  encouraged, 
beeaufe  where  the  legiflature  does 
not  interfere  to  prevent  crimes,  it 
certainly  may  be  faid  to  lend  them 
its  countenance.  No  law,  how¬ 
ever,  allows,  as  it  lias  been  af- 
ferted  in  the  writings  of  the  mif- 
fionaries,  noticed  by  a  modern  au¬ 
thor  of  high  reputation,  a  father 
to  expofe  all  the  daughters  and  a 
third  fon.  I  believe  the  laws  of 


China  do  not  fuppofe  fuch  an  un» 
natural  crime  to  exift,  and  have! 
therefore  provided  no  punifhment; 
for  it.  It  is  true,  they  have  left  ai 
child  to  the  entire  difpofal  of  the 
father,  concluding,  perhaps,  that  if 
his  feelings  will  not  prevent  him 
from  doing  it  an  injury,  no  other 
conflderation  will.  Thus,  though 
the  commiffiQn  of  infanticide  be 
frequent  in  China,  it  is  confidered 
as  more  prudent  to  wink  at  it  as 
an  inevitable  evil  which  natural 
affeftion  will  better  corretft  than 
penal  ftatutes  ;  an  evil  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  publicly  tole¬ 
rated,  would  direftlv  contradict 
the  grand  principle  of  filial  piety, 
upon  which  their  fyftem  of  obe¬ 
dience  refts,  and  their  patriarchal 
-form  of  government  is  founded. 

O 

It  is,  however,  tacitly  confider¬ 
ed  as  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  po¬ 
lice  of  Pekin  to  employ  certain 
perfons  to  go  their  rounds,  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning,  with 
carts,  in  order  to  pick  up  fuch 
bodies  of  infants  as  mav  have  been 

j 

thrown  out  into  the  flreets  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night.  No  inquiries 
are  made,  but  the  bodies  are  car¬ 
ried  to  a  common  pit  without  the 
ity  walls,  into  which  all  thofe 
that  may  be  living,  as  well  as 
thofe  that  are  dead,  are  faid  to  b< 
thrown  promifeuoufly.  At  this 
horrible  pit  of  deftruCtion  the  Ro. 
man  Catholic  miffionaries,  eftablifh. 
ed  in  Pekin,  attend  by  turns  as  a 
part  of  the  duties  of  their  office,  ir 
order,  as  one  of  them  expreflec 
himfelf  to  me  on  this  fubjeCi,  t( 
chufe  among  them  thofe  that  an 
moft  lively,  to  make  future  profe. 
lytes,  and  by  the  adminiflratioi 
of  baptifm  to  fuch  of  the  reft  a 
might  be  ftill  alive,  pour  leur  fau 
*ver  l’ am.  The  Mahomedans  who 
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at  the  time  that  their  fervices  were 
ufeful  in  a  (lifting  ro  prepare  the 
national  calendar,  had  a  powerful 
influence  at  court,  did  much  better  : 
thefe  zealous  bigots  to  a  religion, 
whofe  lead  diftinguifhing  feature  is 
that  of  humanity,  were,  however, 
on  thefe  occafions,  the  means  of 
faving  the  lives  of  all  the  little  in¬ 
nocents  they  poflibly  could  fave 
from  this  maw  of  death,  which 
mull  be  admitted  as  an  humane  aft, 
although  it  might  be  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  bringing  them  up  in  the 
principles  of  their  own  faith.  I 
was  affured  by  one  of  the  Chriftian 
miflionaries  with  whom  I  had  daily 
converfation  during  a  residence  of 
five  weeks  within  the  walls  of  the 
Emperor’s  palace  at  Yuen-?nin-yuenr 
and  who  took  his  turn  in  attend- 
ing,  pour  leur  fauver  /’ ame,  that 
fuch  fcenes  were  fometimes  ex¬ 
hibited  on  thefe  occafions  as  to 
make  the  feeling  mind  fhudder 
with  horror.  When  I  mention 
that  dogs  and  fwine  are  let  loofe 
in  all  the  narrow  ftreets  of 
the  capital,  the  reader  may  con¬ 
ceive  what  will  fometimes  necef- 
farily  happen  to  the  expofed  in¬ 
fants  before  the  police  carts  can 
pick  them  up. 

The  number  of  children  thus  un¬ 
naturally  arid  inhumanly  flaugh- 
tered,  or  interred  alive,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year,  is  differently 
Hated  by  different  authors,  feme 
making  it  about  ten,  and  others 
thirty  thoufand  in  the  whole  em¬ 
pire.  The  truth,  as  generally 
happens,  may  probably  lie  about 
the  middle.  The  miflionaries,  who 
alone  poffefs  the  means  of  afee'r- 
'  taining  nearly  the  number  that  is 
thus Yacrificed  in  the  capital,  dif¬ 
fer  very  materially  in  their  ftate- 
ments :  taking  the  mean,  as  given 


by  thofe  with  whom  we  converfed 
on  the  fubjeft,  I  (houki  conclude 
that  about  twenty-four  infants 
were,  on  an  average,  in  Pekin, 
daily  carried  to  the  pit  of  death, 
where  the  little  innocents  that 
have  not  yet  breathed  their  laft, 
an  condemned  without  remorfe, 

«c - (;0  be  Rifled  in  the  vault. 

To  whole  foul  mouth  no  heaithfome  air 
breathes  in, 

And  there  die.” 

This  calculation  gives  nine 
thoufand  nearly  for  the  capital 
alone,  where  it  is  fappofed  about 
an  equal  number  are  expofed  to  that 
of  all  the  other  parts  of  the  empire. 
Thofe,  whofe  con  ft  ant  refidence  is 
upon  the  water,  and  whofe  poverty, 
or  fuperftition,  or  total  infenli- 
bility,  or  whatever  the  caufe  may 
be  that  leads  them  to  the  perpe¬ 
tration  of  an  aft  againft  which  na¬ 
ture  revolts,  fometimes,  it  is  faid, 

/  expofe  their  infants  by  throwing 
them  into  the  canal  or  river  with 
a  gourd  tied  round  their  necks,  to 
keep  their  head  above  water,  and 
preferve  them  alive  until  fome  hu¬ 
mane  perfon  may  be  induced  to  pick 
them  up.  Tiiis  hazardous  experi¬ 
ment,  in  a  country  where  humanity 
appears  to  be  red  .  ed  to  fo  low  an 
ebb,  can  only  be  confidered  as  art 
aggravation  of  cruelty.  I  have  feen 
the  dead  body  of  an  infant,  but 
without  any  gourd,  floating  down 
the  river  of  Canton  among  the 
boats,  and  the  people  feemed  to 
take  no  more  notice  of  it  than  if  it 
had  been  the  carcafe  of  a  dog  :  this, 
indeed,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  attrafted  their  attention,  dogs 
being  an  article  of  food  commonly 
ufed  by  them  ;  the  miferable,  half- 
famifhed  Chinefe,  living  upon  the 
water,  are  glad  to  get  any  thing 
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of  the  fhape  of  animal  food,  which 
they  will  even  eat  in  a  Hate  of  pu¬ 
trefaction.  Yet,  little  fcrupulous 
as  they  are  with  regard  to  diet,  I 
am  not  credulous  enough  to  believe 
the  information  of  a  Swediih  au¬ 
thor  *  to  be  correft  in  his  ftatement 
of  a  cure  for  a  certain  difeafe, 
though  (i  he  has  no  reafon  to 
doubt  of  the  faCt,”  per  Teyjvo(pa.yia,v 
alt e mis,  diebus ,<  alternis  jcjunis , — bj 
eating  children  every  other  day  ! 

A  picture  fo  horrid  in  its  nature 
as  the  expofing  of  infants  prefen ts 
to  the  imagination,  is  not  to  be 
furpafled  among  the  melt  favage  na¬ 
tions.  The  celebrated  legillator 
of  Athens  made  no  law  to  punilh 
parricide,  becaufe  he  confidered  it 
as  a  crime  againft  nature,  too 
heinous  ever  to  be  committed,  and 
that  the  bare  fuppofitioa  of  fuch  a 
crime  would  have  difgraced  the 
Country.  The  Chinefe,  in  like 
manner,  have  no  pofitive  law 
againft  infanticide.  The  laws  of 
the  rude  and  warlike  Spartans  al¬ 
lowed  infanticide,  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  the  parents  were  not  the  per¬ 
petrators,  nor  the  abettors.  Nor, 
among  thefe  people,  were  the  weak 
and  fickly  children,  deemed  by  the 
magiftrates  unlikely  ever  to  be¬ 
come  of  ufe  to  themfelves,  or  to 
the  public,  thrown  into  the  avroSryx^, 
or  common  repolitory  of  the  dead 
bodies  of  children,  until  life  had 
be~n  previoufty  extinguilhed,  we 
will  charitably  fuppofe,  by  gentle 
and  the  leaft  painful  means. 

The  expofing  of  children,  how¬ 
ever,  it  muft  be  allowed,  was  very 
common  among  the  ancients.  The 
ftern  and  rigid  virtues  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  allowed  this  among  many, 
other  cuftoms,  that  were  more  un¬ 


natural  than  amiable,  and  fuch  as 
in  civilized  focieties  of  the  prefen t 
day  would  have  been  confidered 
among  the  moll  atrocious  of  moral 
crimes.  A  Roman  father,  if  his 
infant  was  meant  to  be  preferved, 
lifted  it  from  the  ground  in  his 
arms  ;  if  he  negleCfed  that  cere¬ 
mony,  the  child,  it  would  feem, 
was  confidered  as  doomed  to  ex- 
pofure  in  the  highway.  Thus,  in 
the  Andrian  of  Terence,  where, 
though  the  fcene  is  not  laid  in 

O 

Rome,  Roman  cuftoms  are  de- 
fcribed,  “  quidquid  peperiftet,  de- 
creverunt  tollere.”  “  Let  it  be 
boy  or  girl  they  have  refolved  to 
lift  it  from  the  y round.’5  Nor  in- 
deed  is  fecret  infanticide  unknown 
in  modern  Europe,  although  it 
may  be  owing  to  a  different  prin¬ 
ciple.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  fenfe  of 
fname  and  the  fear  of  encountering 
the  fcorn  and  obloquy  of  the  world 
have  determined  the  conduct  of  the 
unhappy  mother,  before  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  nature  could  have  time  to 
operate.  For  I  am  willing  to  hope, 
that  none  who  had  ever  expe¬ 
rienced  a  mother’s  feelings  and  a 
mother’s  joy,  would  confent  by 
any  means,  diredl  or  indirect,  or 
under  any  impreffion  of  fear  of 
lhame,  of  fcorn,  or  biting  pe¬ 
nury,  to  the  deftrudfion  of  a  new¬ 
born  babe,  and  I  may  venture  to 
fay  with  confidence,  that  a  BririPn 
cottager,  however  indigent,  would 
divide  his  fcanty  pittance  among  a 
dozen  children,  rather  than  con¬ 
fent  to  let  fome  of  them  perifh, 
that  he  and  the  reft  might  fare  the 
better,  were  even  our  laws  as  tacit 
on  this  fubjedt  as  thofe  of  China. 

Some  of  the  Chriftian  mif- 
ftonaries,  in  their  accounts  of  this 
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country,  have  attempted  to  pal¬ 
liate  the  unnatural  aft  of  expofing 
infants,  by  attributing  it  to  the 
midwife,  who,  they  pretend  to 
lay,  from  knowing  the  circtim- 
llances  of  the  parents,  drangle  the 
child  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  mother,  telling  her  that  the 
infant  was  {till-born.  Others  have 
afcribed  the  praftice  to  a  belief  in 
the  metempfycods*,  or  tranfmigra- 
tion  of  fouls  intp  other  bodies  ; 
that  the  parents,  feeing  their  chil¬ 
dren  mud  be  doomed  to  poverty, 
think  it  is  better  at  once  to  let  the 
foul  efcape  in  fearch  of  a  more 
happy  afylum,  than  to  linger  in  one 
condemned  to  want  and  wretched- 
nefs.  ^No  degree  of  fuperdi- 
tion,  one  would  imagine,  could 
prevail  upon  a  parent  to  reafon 
thus,  in  that  mod  anxious  and 
critical  moment  when  the  com¬ 
bined  efforts  of  hope  and  fear,  of 
exquifite  joy  and  fevere  pain,  agi¬ 
tate  by  turns  the  mother’s  bread. 
Helides,  the  Chinefe  trouble  them- 
felves  very  little  with  fuperftitious 
notions,  unlefs  where  they  appre¬ 
hend  fome  perfonal  danger.  Nor 
is  it  more  probable  that  the  mid¬ 
wife  fhould  take  upon  herfelf  the 
commilfion  of  a  concealed  and  vo¬ 
luntary  murder  of  an  innocent  and 
helplefs  infant,  for  the  fake  oi 
fparing  thofe  feelings  in  another, 
of  which  the  fuppofition  implies 
file  could  not  polfibly  partake ; 
and  if  Ihe  fhould  be  encouraged 
by  the  father,  whofe  affeftions  for 
an  infant  child  may  be  more  gra¬ 
dually  unfolded  than  the  mother’s, 
to  perpetrate  fo  horrid  an  aft,  we 
mull  dill  allow  that  to  the  exid- 
ence  of  unnatural  and  murtherous 
parents  mud  be  added  that  of  hired 
ruffians ;  fo  that  Chinefe  virtue 
would  gain  little  by  fuch  a  fuppo¬ 
fition. 


It  is  much  more  probable  that 
extreme  poverty  and  hopelefs  indi¬ 
gence,  the  frequent  experience  of 
direful  famines,  and  the  fcenes  of 
mifery  and  calamity,  occafioned 
by  them,  afting  on  minds  whofe 
affeftions  are  not  very  powerful, 
induce  this  unnatural  crime,  which 
common  cudom  has  encouraged, 
and  which  is  not  prohibited  by 
pofitive  law.  That  this  is  the 
cafe,  and  that  future  advantages 
are  not  overlooked,  will  appear 
from  the  circumdance  of  almod 
all  the  infants  that  are  expofed 
being  females,  who  are  the  lead 
able  to  provide  for  themfelves,  and 
the  lead  profitable  to  their  pa¬ 
rents  ;  and  the  p  raft  ice  is  mod 
frequent  in  crowded  cities,  where 
not  only  poverty  more  corhmonly 
prevails,  but  fo  many  examples 
daily  occur  of  inhumanity,  of 
fummary  punifihments,  afts  of 
violence  and  cruelty,  that  the 
mind  becomes  callous  and  habitu¬ 
ated  to  fcenes  that  once  would 
have  fhocked,  and  is  at  length 
fcarcely  fufceptible  cf  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  crimes. 

I  am  afraid,  however,  it  is  but 
too  common  a  praftice  even  in  the 
remoted  corners  ot  the  provinces. 
A  refpeftable  French  miffionary, 
now  in  London,  who  was  many 
years  in  Fo-Kien ,  told  me  that  he 
once  happened  to  call  at  one  of  his 
converts  jud  at  the  moment  his 
wife  was  brought  to  bed.  The 
devoted  infant  was  delivered  to  the 
father  in  order  to  be  plunged  into 
a  jar  of  water  that  was  prepared 
for  the  purpofe.  The  miffionary 
expoduiated  with  the  man  on  the 
heinoufnefs  of  an  aft  that  was  a 
crime  againd  God  and  nature. 
The  man  pcrfilted  that,  having 
already  more  than  he  could  fup- 
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port,  it  would  be  a  greater  crime 
to  prefer ve  a  life  condemned  to 
want  and  mifery,  than  to  take  it 
away  without  pain.  The  rniffion- 
ary,  finding  that  no  argument  of 
his  was  likely  to  divert  him  fiom 
his  purpofe,  obferved  “  that,  as  a 
Chriftian,  he  could  not  refufe  him 
the  fatisfacKon  of  faving  the  in¬ 
fant’s  foul  by  baptifm.”  During 
the  ceremony,  as  the  father  held 
the  infant  in  his  arms,  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  fix  his  eyes  on  its  face, 
when  ‘the  miflionary  thought  he 
perceived  the  feelings  of  nature  be¬ 
gin  to  work ;  and  he  protraded 
tire  ceremony  to  give  time  for  the 
latent  fpark  of  parental  affe&ion  to 
kindle  into  flame.  When  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  ended  ;  “  Now/’  fays 
the  miflionary,  “  I  have  done  my 
duty  in  faving  a  foul  from  perifh- 
ing.”  u  And  I,”  rejoined  the 
man,  will  do  mine,  by  faving 
its  life,”  and  hurried  away  with 
the  infant  to  depofit  it  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  its  mother. 

How  very  weak  then,  in  reality, 
muft  be  the  boafied  filial  affe&ion 
of  the  Chinefe  for  their  parents, 
when  they  fcruple  not  to  become 
the  murderers  of  their  own  chil¬ 
dren,  towards  whom,  according 
t©  the  immutable  laws  of  mature, 
the  force  of  affection  will  ever  be 
ftronger  than  for  thofe  whom  the 
Jaws  of  China,  in  preference,  have 
commanded  to  be  prote&ed  and 
fupported  when  rendered  incapable 
of  afiifting  themfelves.  The  truth 
of  this  obfervation,  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  few  will  call  in  queftion,  is  a 
ftrong  proof  that,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  remarked,  filial  piety  among 
the  Chinefe  may  rather  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  light  of  an  ancient 
precept,  carrying  with  it  the 
weight  of  a  pofitive  law,  than  the 
-tffeft  offentiment. 


It  is  right  to  mention  here  (what 
however  is  no  palliation  of  the 
crime,  though  a  diminution  of  the 
extent  of  it)  a  circumftance  which 
I  do  not  recoiled;  to  have  feen  no¬ 
ticed  by  any  author,  and  the  truth 
of  which  I  have  too  good  authority 
to  call  in  queflion.  As  every 
corpfe  great  and  fmall  muft  be 
carried  to  a  place  of  burial  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  without  the 
city,  and  as  cuftom  requires  that 
all  funerals  fhould  be  conducted 
with  very  heavy  expences,  people 
in  Pekin,  even  thofe  in  comfortable 
circumftances,  make  no  hefitation 
in  laying  in  balkets  ftill  born  chil¬ 
dren,  or  infants  who  may  die  the 
firft  month,  knowing  that  they 
will  be  taken  up  by  the  police. 
This  being  the  cafe,  we  may  eafily 
conceive,  that  in  a  city  laid  to 
contain  three  millions  of  people,  a 
great  proportion  of  the  nine  thou- 
fand,  which  we  have  fuppofed  to 
be  annually  expofed,  may  be  of 
the  above  defcription.  According 
to  the  rules  of  political  arithme¬ 
tic,  -and  fuppofing  half  of  thofe 
'who  died  to  be  expofed,  the  num¬ 
ber  would  be  diminilhed  to  about 
4000.  The  expenfe  attending  a 
Chinefe  funeral  is  more  extravagant 
than  an  European  can  well  con¬ 
ceive.  A  rich  Hong  merchant  at 
Canton  is  known  to  have  kept  his 
mother  near  twelve  months  above 
ground,  becaufe  it  was  not  con¬ 
venient  for  him  to  bury  her  in  a 
manner  fuitable  to  his  fuppofed 
wealth  and  ftation. 


Propetijity  of  the  Chinefe  to  Gaming * 
(  From  the  fame * ) 

Whatever  may  be  the  occafion 
of  bringing  together  a  few  idlers, 
they  feldom  part  without  trying 

their 
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their  lock  at  fome  game  of  chance, 
for  which  a  Chinefe  is  never  un¬ 
prepared.  He  rarely  goes  abroad 
without  a  pack  of  cards  in  his 
pocket,  or  a  pair  of  dice.  Both 
of  thefe,  like  almoft  every 
thing  elfe  in  the  country,  are  dif¬ 
ferent  from  familiar  articles  elfe- 
where.  Their  cards  are  much 
more  numerous  than  ours,  and 
their  games  much  more  compli¬ 
cated.  Nor  are  they  at  any  lofs, 
even  if  none  of  the  party  fnould 
happen  to  be  furnifhed  with  cards  or 
dice  ;  on  fuch  an  emergency  their 
lingers  are  employed  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe,  which  are  all  that  is  re¬ 
quired  to  play  the  game  of  Tfoimoi , 
a  game  of  which  the  lower  clafs  of 
people  are  particularly  fond.  Two 
perfons,  fitting  direCtly  oppofite  to 
each  other,  raife  their  hands  at 
the  fame  moment,  when  each  calls 
cut  the  number  he  gueffes  to  be 
the  fum  of  the  fingers  expanded  by 
himfelf,  and  his  adverfary.  The 
clofed  lift  is  none,  the  thumb  one, 
the  thumb  and  fore  finger  two,  &c. 
fo  that  the  chances  lie  between 
o  and  y,  as  each  muft  know  the 
number  held  out  by  himfelf.  The 
middling  clafs  of  people  likewife 
play  at  this  game  when  they  give 
entertainments  where  wine  is 
ferved,  and  the  lofer  is  always 
obliged  to  drink  off  a  cup  of 
wine.  At  this  childifh  game  two 
perfons  will  fometimes  play  to  a 
very  late  hour,  till  he  who  has  had 
the  word  of  the  game  has  been 
obliged  to  drink  fo  much  wine 
that  he  can  <  j  myer  fee  either  to 
count  his  own  or  his  adverfary’s 
lingers.  I  have  thus  particularly 
noticed  the  Chinefe  Tj'oimoiy  on 
account  of  the  extraordinary  co¬ 
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incidence  between  it  and  a  game 
in  ufe  among  the  Romans,  to  which 
frequent  allufion  is  made  by  Cicero. 
In  a  note  by  MeianCthon  on  Ciceros 
offices,  it  is  thus  defcribed  ;  “  Mi~ 
care  digiti's ,  ludi  genu^  eft.  Sic 
ludentes,  ft  mu!  digit  os  afterius 
inanus  quot  volunt  ciriffime erigunt 
et  Annul  amo  divinant  quo-  Annul 
ereCt  i  ftnt  ;  quod  qui  definivit* 
lucratus  eft  :  unde  acri  vifu  opus, 
et  multa  fide,  ut  cum  aliquo  in 
tenebris  mices.”  “  Micnre  divhis 
is  a  kind  of  game.  i  bofe.  who 
pi  a  v  at  it  ftretch  out,  with  great 
ouicknefs,  as  many  fingers  of  one 
hand  each  as  they  pleafe,  and  at 
the  fame  inftant  both  guefs  how 
many  are  held  up  by  the  two  to¬ 
gether;  and  he  who  gueffes  right 
wins  the  game,:  hence  a  fharp  fight 
is  neceffary,  and  alfo  great  confi¬ 
dence,  when  it  is  played  in  the* 
dark.” 

The  Chinefe  have  certainly  the 
acer^vifus^  bur  I  doubt  much  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  faith  enough  in  each 
other’s  integrity  to  play  at  the 
game  of  fingers  in  the  dark,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  Cicero,  was  a 
ftrong  teft  of  a  truly  honeft  man. 
The  fame  game  is  faid  to  be  ftill 
played  in  Italy  under  the  name  of 
Morra  *. 

The  officers  about  Yuen-rain- 
yuen  ufed  to  play  a  kind  of  chefs, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  effen- 
tially  different  from  that  game  as 
played  by  the  Perfians,  the  Indians, 
and  other  Oriental  nations,  both 
with  regard  to  the  lines  drawn  on 
the  board,  the  form  of  the  chefs 
men,  and  the  moves,  from  which  I 
fhould  rather  conclude  it  to  be  a 
game  of  their  own  invention,  than 
an  introduction  either  from  India 
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or  by  the  ajrmy  of  Gengis-Khan,  as 
fome  authors  have  conje&ured. 

The  fpirit  of  gaming  is  fo  uni- 
verfal  in  moft  of  the  towns  and 
cities,  that  in  almoft  every  bye 
corner,  groupes  are  to  be  found 
playing  at  cards  or  throwing  dice. 
They  are  accufed  even  of  frequently 
flaking  their  wives  and  children  on 
the  hazard  of  a  die.  It  may  eafily 
be  conceived,  that  where  a  man 
can  fell  his  children  into  flavery, 
there  can  be  little  remorfe,  in  the 
breaft  of  a  gamefter  reduced  to  his 
laft  flake,  to  rifle  the  lofs  of  what 
the  law  has  functioned  him  to  dif- 
pofe  of.  Yet  we  are  gravely  af- 
fured  by  fome  of  the  reverend  mif- 
fionaries,  that,  (i  the  Chinefe  are 
intirely  ignorant  of  all  games  of 
chance  that  “  they  can  enjoy 
no  amufements  but  fuch  as  are  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  laws.”  Thefe 
gentlemen  furely  could  not  be  ig¬ 
norant  that  one  of  their  moft  fa¬ 
vourite  fports  is  cock-fighting,  and 
that  this  cruel  and  unmanly  amitfe - 
went ,  as  they  are  pleafed  to  con- 
fider  it,  is  full  as  eagerly  purfued 
by  the  upper  claffes  in  China,  as, 
to  their  fhame  and  difgrace  be  it 
fpoken,  it  continues  to  be  thofe 
in  a  fimilar  fituation  in  fome  parts 
of  Europe.  The  training  of  quails 
for  the  fame  cruel  purpofe  of 
butchering  each  other,  furnifhes 
abundance  of  employment  for  the 
idle  and  difftpated.  They  have 
even  extended  their  enquiries  after 
lighting  animals  into  the  infedft 
tribe,  in  which  they  have  difeovered 
a  fpecies  of  gryllns ,  or  locuft,  that 
will  attack  each  other  with  fuch 
ferocity  as  feldom  to  quit  their 
hold  without  bringing  away  at  the 
fame  time  a  limb  of  their  antago- 
nift.  Thefe  little  creatures  are  fed 
and  kept  apart  in  bamboo  cages; 


and  the  cuftom  of  making  them  de¬ 
vour  each  other  is  fo  common,  that 
during  thefummer  months,  fcarcely 
a  boy  is  feen  without  his  cage  and 
his  grafshoppers. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
obferve,  that  the  natural  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Chinefe  fhould  feem 
tohavefuffe red  almoft  a  total  change 
by  the  influence  of  the  laws  and 
maxims  of  government,  an  in¬ 
fluence  which,  in  this  country 
more  than  elfewhere,  has  given  a 
bias  to  the  manners,  fentiments, 
and  moral  character  of  the  people  ; 
for  here  every  ancient  proverb 
carries  with  it-fhe  force  of  a  law. 
While  they  are  by  nature  quiet, 
pafflve,  and  timid,  the  ftate  of  fo- 
ciety  and  the  abufe  of  the  laws  by 
which  they  are  governed,  have  ren¬ 
dered  them  indifferent,  unfeeling, 
and  even  cruel,  as  a  few  examples, 
which  among  many  others  that 
occurred,  will  but  too  clearly  bear 
evidence ;  and  as  the  particular 
inftances,  from  which  I  have  fome- 
times  drawn  an  inference,  accorded 
with  the  common  actions  and  oc¬ 
currences  of  life,  I  have  not  he- 
fltated  to  confider  them  as  fomany 
general  features  in  their  moral 
character;  at  the  fame  time  I  am 
aware  that  allowances  ought  to  be 
made  for  particular  ways  of  think¬ 
ing,  and  for  cuftoms  entirely  dif- 
fimilar  from  our  own,  which  are, 
therefore,  not  exactly  to  be  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  fame  rule  as  if  they 
had  occurred  in  our  own  country. 
The  public  feafts  of  Sparta,  in 
which  the  girls  danced  naked  in 
prefence  of  young  men,  had  not 
the  fame  effedt  on  the  Lacede¬ 
monian  youth,  as  they  might  be 
fuppofed  to  produce  in  Europe ; 
nor  is  the  delicacy  of  the  Hindoo 
\v  omen  offended  by  looking  on  the 
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Lingam.  Thus  the  Chinefe  are 
in  titled  to  our  indulgence  by  the 
peculiar  circumdances  under  which 
they  are  placed,  but  I  leave  it  in 
the  bread  of  the  reader  to  make 
what  allowance  he  may  think  they 
deferve. 


Account  of  the  Manners ,  Difpoftions 
and  Amufements  of  the  Hottentots . 

( From  FercluaV  s  Account  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.) 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  encamp¬ 
ment,  and  a  little  way  detached, 
was  a  Ivrael  of  Hottentots,  con¬ 
fiding  of  nearly  five  hundred  men 
with  their  families.  Mod  ol  thofe 
had  voluntarily  entered  into  the 
Englifh  fervice  ;  many  had  beeq 
before  in  that  of  the  Dutch,  and 
were  a  part  of  their  troops  who  at¬ 
tacked  our  army  at  Mufenberg. 
General  Craig  formed  them  into  a 
corps  commanded  by  an  officer  ot 
the  78  th  regiment,  they  were 
clothed  in  red  jackets,  canvas 
waidcoats  and  trowfers,  leathern 
caps  and  fhoes ;  and  armed  with 
muikets  and  bayonets.  Several  ot 
themunderdood  the  ufe  of  fire  arms, 
and  were  excellent  markfmen, 
Thofe  who  had  lately  come  from 
the  interior  to  enter  into  our  fer¬ 
vice,  and  had  not  as  yet  been 
clothed  or  difeiplined,  were  in  a 
perfect  date  of  nature.  A  deferip- 
tion  of  thofe  people,  with  their 
manners  and  ctadoms,  fuch  as  I 
learnt  them  to  be  from  the  in¬ 
quiries  which  I  was  induced  by 
my  curiolity  to  make,  wiil,  I 
trud,  not  prove  unentertaining  to 
my  readers. 

The  Hottentots  are  the  original 
natives  of  the  fouthern  angle  of 
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Africa,  and  were  the  only  race  of 
people  found  there  by  the  Dutch 
on  their  fird  arrival.  They  are 
naturally  of  a  mild,  peaceable, 
and  timid  difpofition  ;  the  Dutch, 
therefore,  without  difficulty,  pre¬ 
vailed  on  them  to  content  to 
their  forming  a  colony  here.  The 
Hottentots  previous  to  this  period 
were  always  at  peace  among  them- 
felves  ;  they  knew  no  wants,  and 
their  riches  comprehended  only  a 
few  cattle,  and  fome  iron  to  make 
indruments  for  killing  fifh  and 
same.  Since  the  Dutch  have  be- 

O 

come  makers  of  their  country,  the 
date  of  this  wretched  people  has 
been  very  much  reverfed  :  the  con- 
da  nt  policy  of  the  European  colo- 
nids  having  been  to  keep  the  na¬ 
tives  in  a  date  of  ignorance,  po¬ 
verty,  and  the  mod  abjed  and 
degraded  fiavery.  In  proportion 
to  the  o-radual  encroachments  of 

O 

the  Dutch,  and  the  extendon  of 
their  fettlements,  the  poor  Hotten¬ 
tots,  not  capable  of  withdanding 
them,  retired  farther  into  the 
country.  Still,  indeed,  there  are 
fome  kraels  or  tribes  of  thefe 
people  living  quietly  under  the 
government  of  the  colonids,  ac¬ 
knowledging  their  authority,  rear¬ 
ing  cattle  for  them,  aifiding  in 
their  hufbandry,  and  in  the  culture 
of  their  farms  and  plantations* 
From  policy,  which  they  have 
been  willing  to  pafs  for  a  fenfe  of 
judice,  the  Dutch  have  paid  fome 
marks  of  attention  and  refped  to 
the  chiefs  or  heads  of  thofe  tribes  ; 
and  have  publicly  nominated  them 
captains  over  the  red  ;  adding,  at 
the  fame  time,  as  a  badge  of  office, 
a  chain  and  daft',  or  pole,  headed 
with  filver  or  hrafs,  with  the  arms 
of  their  republic  engraved  on  it. 
Thefe  chiefs,  in  return  lor  thofe. 
*  A  a  z  marks 
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marks  of  diftin&ion,  are  obliged  to 
appear  at  certain  periods  at  Cape 
Town,  before  the  governor  and 
council,  and  there  give  an  account 
of  the  people  under  them,  and  re¬ 
ceive  orders  from  the  Dutch.  After 
performing  this  duty,  they  are 
generally  Tent  back  with  prefents 
of  gin,  brandy,  tobacco,  iron  and 
toys.  While  at  the  Cape,  I  have 
feen  feveral  of  thofe  captains,  as 
they  are  called,  bearing  their  llaffs 
of  office,  which  they  Teem  to  hold 
in  high  edimation. 

If  we  conlider  the  immenfe  tradt 
of  country  over  which  the  Hotten¬ 
tots  are  fcattered,  their  population 
is  extremely  fmall.  Of  late  they 
have  alfo  confiderably  diminifhed 
from  various  caufes  ;  of  which  the 
feverities  exercifed  towards  them 
by  the  Dutch  form  the  principal. 
Although  by  an  ancient  law  at  the 
cape,  the  Hottentots  were  not  to 
be  accounted  Haves,  but  were  to 
be  entertained  as  hired  fervants  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Dutch,  yet  the 
latter  have  always  behaved  to  them 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  they  were 
refolved  to  eradicate  every  feeling 
of  h  umanity  out  of  the  breads  of 
thefe  unfortunate  people.  In  this 
indeed,  they  have  fucceeded  fo 
well,  'that  a  Hottentot  feems  now 
to  conlider  himfelf  as  deligned  by 
nature  merely  to  ferve  and  to 
fuffer  ;  and  there  is  fcarcely  one 
krael  to  be  found  within  the  reach 
of  the  Dutch  government,  which 
retains  any  idea  of  its  original  in¬ 
dependence.  The  original  Hotten¬ 
tots  are,  it  is  true,  confidered  by 
the  law  as  freemen ;  but  fo  many 
pretexts  are  found -fo  entrench  on 
this  freedom,  that  it  proves  to  be 
merely  nominal. 

A  Dutch  farmer  claims  all  chil¬ 
dren  born  of  a  Hottentot  woman 


by  arotber  father  than  one  of  their 
own  tribe,  as  Haves;  even  thofe 
arifmg  from  their  own  connexion 
with  a  Hottentot  woman  ;  and 
alfo  all  the  children  which 
fpring  from  the  connexion  of  a 
Hottentot  man  with  a  Have  woman 
of  any  denomination.  But  the 
Dutch  makers  went  Hill  farther  ; 
for  the  children  of  Hottentots  liv- 
ing  with  them  as  hired  fervants, 
although  both  father  and  mother 
belonged  to  that  race,  were  yet 
retained  as  Haves  till  they  arrived 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  : 
and  although  the  laws  in  favour  of 
the  Hottentots  obliged  the  Dutch 
to  regider  fuch  children  at  the 
Cape,  and  to  give  them  their  free¬ 
dom  at  this  age  ;  yet  the  period 
of  their  liberty  was  in  reality  little 
nearer  than  before,  unlefs  they  de- 
ferted  into  the  wild  and  unculti¬ 
vated  parts  of  the  interior,  far  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  their- makers. 
Many  arts  were  employed  to  re¬ 
tain  them  beyond  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years  ;  it  was  ufual 
to  keep  them  in  ignorance  of  the 
date  of  their  birth,  and  thus  make 
them  continue  to  work  till  their 
drength  begun  to  fail  them.  When 
become  old,  feeble,  and  exhauded 
with  labour,  they  were  at  lad 
difcharged,  and  turned  out  to  mi- 
fery,  without  being  allowed  to 
carry  with  them  any  tiling  which 
they  had  obtained  during  theft: 
fervitude. 

Thofe  unhappy  natives  who 
engage  by  the  year  in  the  fervice 
of  a  Dutch  farmer,  when  they  widi 
to  depart,  often  find  their  children 
detained  from  them.  Hence  arifes 
that  indifference  to  marriage  and 
the  propagation  of  children,  for 
which  this  race  of  people  is  dif- 
tinguifhed.  It  is  not  uncommon 
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with  many  Hottentots  to  deprive 
themfelves  before  marriage  of  the 
power  of  procreation,  which  many 
ot  the  women  in  particular  do,  in 
defpite  of  their  matters,  to  difap- 
point  their  oppreffors,  and  prevent 
themfelves  from  having  the  morti¬ 
fication  of  beholding  their  unfor¬ 
tunate  offspring  born  to  11  a  very 
and  wretchedness. 

The  very  thin  population  of  the 
Hottentots  muft  alfo,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  be  aferibed  to  their  mode  of 
life.  The  refources  of  fufte  nance 
are  always  very  fcanty  in  fuch  a 
rude  ftate  of  fociety  :  the  peculiar 
indolence  and  want  of  vigour  in  the 

o 

Hottentot  character  renders  this 
ftill  more  the  cafe  ;  and  fomething 
of  their  degeneracy  and  decreafe 
of  numbers  has  alfo  been  aferibed 
to  their  never  marrying  out  of  their 
own  particular  krael.  Thefe 
eaules,  with  the  oppreffion  of  the 
Dutch,  feem  fufficient  to  account 
for  the  fcanty  population  of  the 
Hottentots,  without  fuppofing,  as 
fome  have  done,  that  nature  has 
affigned  to  this  race  any  peculiar 
fterility.  The  Hottentots  differ 
materially  from  all  other  races  of 
Africans,  being  neither  ferocious, 
avaricious,  nor  ftubborn.  Pliable 
and  tradlable  in  the  extreme,  they 
readily  become  the  dupes  of  the  de- 
figning,  and  might  probably  be 
with  little  more  trouble  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  arts  of  civilization. 
Their  honefty,  fidelity,  mildnefs, 
and  ftrong  artachment  to  each 
other,  indicate  difpofitions  the 
moft  favourable  to  culture  and  vir¬ 
tue.  The  narrow  and  barbarous 
policy  of  the  Dutch,  however, 
made  them  imagine  that  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  fuch  difpofitions 
would  interfere  with  their  own 
profpefts  of  wealth  and  dominion  ; 
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and  that  the  Hottentots,  if  once  in 
any  degree  civilized,  would  no 
longer  continue  the  obedient  fiaves 
of  their  oppreffors.  On  this  account 
the  colonifts  have  been  aftiduous  in 
extjnguifhing  thofe  fparks  of  hu¬ 
manity  which  were  the  original 
gifts  of  nature  ;  and  the  mild, 
yielding,  and  tractable  Hottentot, 
is  now  become  a  creature  funk  in 
the  moft  ahjeft  flavery,  and  the 
moft  hopelefs  defpair.  Their  ori¬ 
ginal  bad  qualities  are  compara¬ 
tively  but  few,  and  fuch  as  might 
be  removed  by  the  advancement  of 
civilization.  They  are  indeed  lazy 
to  a  great  degree  ;  even  hunger 
cannot  provoke  them  to  be  at  any 
trouble  in  procuring  food ;  yet 
when  it  is  procured,  they  are  moft 
difguftingj  v  voracious,  and  will 
{wallow  down  at  one  time  an  enor¬ 
mous  quantity  of  half  broiled  meat, 
or  even  raw  inteftioes  ;  any  pre¬ 
paration  of  their  foodfeems  indeed 
to  be  accounted  by  them  altogether 
fuperfluous.  Their  only  luxury 
confifts  in  eating;  and  fteeping 
feems  to  be  the  only  recreation 
from  which  they  derive  any  en¬ 
joyment.  Thefavagesof  America 
hunt  the  deer,  and  the  other  wild 
beafts  of  the  for  eft,  as  much  for  the 
fake  of  the  fport  as  for  obtaining 
food  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  with  the  Hot¬ 
tentot  :  his  only  motive  for  the 
chace  is  to  prevent  himfelf  from 
ftarving  ;  nor  does  he  ever  under¬ 
take  it  except  when  impelled  by 
the  imoerious  calls  of  hunger.  In. 
ftead  of  fait  to  correct  the  putrid 
qualities  of  their  meat,  for  it  is  in 
that  ftate  they  prefer  it,  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  ufe  the  juice  of  limes,  or 
of  certain  acrid  plants,  and  alfo 
allies  of  green  wood.  In  general 
they  feem  to  have  an  averfion  to 
fait,  and  hardly  ever  ufe  it  in  their 
*  A^a  3  food. 
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food.  In  digeflion  they  referable 
the  canine  fpecies ;  for  they  eat  an 
enormous  quantity,  and  then  di- 
gefl  it  by  fieeping  many  hours 
after.  In  appearance  they  are  re¬ 
markably  ugly  ;  in  height  perhaps 
rather  above  the  middling  fize. 
They  are  both  more  ordinary  in 
their  faces,  and  not  fo  well  made 
in  their  perfons  as  the  Malays, 
Their  faces  are  flat  and  disfigured, 
as  they  have  the  griftle  of  their 
pofes  broken  immediately  after 
their  birth.  This,  which  is  counted 
among  them  a  mark  of  beauty, 
gives  them  a  refembjance  to  the 
Chinefe  and  Malays,  who  obferve 
the  fame  practice,  I  fhould  imagine 
the  original  colour  of  the  Hotten¬ 
tot  to  be  inclining  to  a  yellowifh 
caft,  but  from  their  infancy  they 
anoint  their  bodies  wkh  fheep’s  fat 
and  greafe  mixed  with  foot,  allies, 
buckee  powder,  or  fuch  materials, 
which  gives  them  a  browner  and 
more  difmal  'tinge.  The  ufe  of 
this  ointment  is  however  found  ne- 
ceflary,  as  it  keeps  off  the  mufket- 
toes  and  other  vermin,  with  which 
this  country  abounds.  Their  fore¬ 
heads  are  very  large,  and  remark¬ 
ably  round.  Their  eyes  are  brown, 
of  of  a  dull  black,  and  have  not 
that  fparkling  vivacity  which 
ufually  difling uifhes  thofe  of  the 
Afiatics ;  and  though  large,  they 
appear  funk  in  their  heads  frorq 
the  great  protuberance  of  their 
foreheads.  The  cheekbones  are 
uncommonly  high  ;  their  mouth 
and  chin  narrow  ;  fo  that  the  face 
appears  pointed  at  the  lower  end. 
Their  teeth  are  as  white  as  ivory, 
their  hair  is  eompofed  merely  of 
fhort  curly  tufts  of  wool  (battered 
very  thinly  :  and  not  nearly  fo 
black  or  fo  thick  as  that  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  j  and  they  have  no  beards. 


Their  limbs  are  rather  final!,  and 
do  not  feem  formed  for  ftrength. 
The  men  are  reckoned  remarkably 
fwift  and  aHive  in  their  perfons, 
although  their  difpofitions  are  lazy 
and  liftlefs.  The  Bofchermen  Hou 
tentots,  who  now  are  well  known 
to  be  the  aborigines  of  this  coun, 
try,  are  particularly  diftinguifhed 
for  their  activity,  and  will  keep 
up  with  a  horfe  at  full  fpeed  for  a 
conflderable  time.  This  has  been 
found  true  on  experience  by  feveral 
of  our  countrymen.  General  Van- 
deleur,  though  very  well  mounted, 
in  making  away  from  a  party  of 
them,  whom  he  accidentally  en¬ 
countered,  narrowly  efcaped  being 
hafagayed  or  killed  with  their 
fpears.  Some  pf  them  have  one 
of  their  tefticles  cut  out,  whilfl 
they  are  young,  to  increafe  their 
fpeed  j  and  all  have  a  method  of 
pufhing  them  up  into  the  abdomen, 
where  from  habit  they  remain,  and 
exhibit  the  fame  appearance  as  if 
they  were  totally  deprived  of  them. 
It  is  indeed  truly  aflqnifhing  tQ 
fee  them  run,  without  once  flop¬ 
ping,  for  feveral  miles,  at  the 
fame  time  carrying  their  arms, 
which  are  generally  hafagayes  or 
ipears,  headed  with  iron,  which 
they  throw  with  fuch  dexterity  as 
to  hit  an  objeft  of  the  fize  of  a 
card  at  forty,  fifty,  or  fixty  yards 
diftance.  Befides  thefe,  they  carry 
huge  clubs,  bows  and  arrows  al¬ 
ways  poifoned,  and  fmall  lances 
and  darts.  Their  weapons  are 
poifoned  with  juice  extracted  from 
certain  herbs  and  plants,  or  from 
the  heads  of  fnakes,  particularly 
the  puff  adder  and  fpeckled  fnake, 
peculiar  to  the  Cape.  Gin,  brandy, 
and  tobacco,  conftitute  their  chief 
luxuries.  The  drefs  of  the  Hot¬ 
tentot  men,  in  an  uncivilized  ftate, 

it 
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is  a  kind  of cloak,  called  a  krocfs, 
made  of  fheep  fkin,  thrown  over 
their  (boulders,  and  fattened  at 
their  breads  with  a  leather  thong 
or  wooden  fkewer.  In  the  cold 
feafon  they  wear  this  kroefs  with 
the  wool  in  fide,  and  it  then  alfo 
feiwes  them  for  a  covering  when 
they  lie  down  to  deep,  as  they  have 
a  peculiar  manner  of  contracting 
themfelves,  and  drawing  up  their 
limbs  under  it.  For  covering  to 
their  lower  extremities,  they  wear 
fome  pieces  of  (beep  (kin  wrapped 
about  them,  and  loofely  fewed  to¬ 
gether.  On  their  heads  they  have 
a  cap  or  piece  of  fkin  of  a  conic 
fhape,  tied  under  the  chin.  Pieces 
of  tanned  leather  or  (beep  Hein, 
wrapped  round  their  feet,  and  tied 
on  with  dried  guts  or  flips  of  lea¬ 
ther,  bound  round  their  ankles, 
ferve  them  for  {hoes.  Several 
firings  of  dried  guts  and  iinews 
of  beads  are  fufpended  round  their 
necks  and  bodies,  which,  as  well  as 
their  covering,  they  occafionaliy 
eat  when  prefTed  for  food,  and  too 
lazy  to  go  in  fearch  for  it.  They 
conftantly  wear  a  pouch  and  belt 
of  fheep  fkin  to  hold  a  knife  and  a 
pipe  with  tobacco,  as  they  are 
fond  to  an  excefs  of  fmoking.  A 
piece  of  wood,  burned  at  both 
ends,  hangs  from  their  arms,  as 
an  amulet  or  charm  againfl  witch¬ 
craft,  of  which  they  are  much 
afraid.  Some  have  firings  ofbrafs, 
copper,  beads,  or  fifh  bones  po- 
lifhed  by  way  of  ornament.  Dutch 
money,  fuch  as  gilders  and  {kill¬ 
ings,  they  alfo  wear  as  pieces  of 
finery. 

The  women  are  much  lower  in 
ftature  than  the  men,  and  very  ill 
made.  The  chief  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  drefs  of  the  male  and 
the  female  Hottentot  is,  that  the 
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latter  wears  an  apron  of  fheep  fkin 
before  and  behind.  The  back, 
neck,  fhoulders,  and  legs  of  the 
females,  are  bare ;  their  hair  is 
covered  by  a  little  cap  of  fheep 
fkin.  Some  of  the  higher  order 
among  them  are  very  grotefque 
in  their  appearance.  I  have  ob- 
ferved  their  heads  ornamented  with 
fhort  plumes  of  Oflrich,  Turkey, 
and  other  feathers,  mixed  with 
firings  of  brafs  beads,  hollow  in- 
fide,  which  made  a  flrange  jingling 
noife.  Round  their  arms  and  legs 
were  feveral  firings  oi  the  fame, 
or  of  fifh  bones.  The  rattling  of 
thefe  ornaments,  with  the  crackling 
of  the  fun-dried  fheep  fkins,  pro¬ 
duces  an  uncommon  noife  as  they 
walk  along  ;  and  it  is  by  the 
loudnefs  of  this  noife  that  the 
rank  of  the  wearer  is  denoted. 
Several  of  the  children  and  young 
girls,  that  I  faw,  were  tolerably 
well  made,  and  had  fome  appear¬ 
ance  of  fymnaetry  in  their  fhape 
and  make  ;  for  whilfl  young, 
the  Hottentots  are  far  from  being 
fo  deformed  as  one  might  imagine 
from  feeing  them  when  full  grown. 
The  women  foon  lofe  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fymmetry,  the  belly 
protrudes,  and  the  pofleriors  alfo 
become  remarkably  large  and  pro¬ 
minent.  The  great  hollow  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  back  towards  the 
fpine,  and  the  wonderful  promi¬ 
nency  of  the  parts  beneath,  form 
indeed  a  marked  chara&eriflic  of 
the  females  of  this  race.  But  few 
of  the  men  are  fhaped  in  this  re¬ 
markable  manner  ;  fome  indeed 
are  fo  in  a  flight  degree,  yet  1  have 
fecn  many  as  flraight  and  well 
built  men  among  the  Hottentots, 
as  among  any  other  black  race. 
The  protuberances  of  the  women’s 
bodies,  before  and  behind,  give 
*  A  a  4  their 
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their  fliapes  the  appea ranee  of  an  S  ; 
and  to  attain  this  form  completely 
is  accounted  a  great  beauty.  i  he 
pro  uberanees  feem  compofed  pf  one 
large  loofe  mafs  of  fat,  and  when 
they  walk,  ihefe  fhake  and  quiver 
like  a  pyramid  of  jelly.  It  is  a 
current  opinion  here,  that  this  part 
of  the  body  of  a  Hottentot  wo¬ 
man  will  not  diffolve  or  putrify 
after  death,  along  with  the  other 
parts  of  their  fiefh,  but  will  re¬ 
main  in  a  mafs,  not  unlike  fperma- 
ceri.  The  print  which  ;s  given 
by  M  Vaillant  of  another  pecu¬ 
liarity  in  the  female  ft  rupture,  1. 
can  affirm,  from  the  coinciding 
teftlmpny  of  many  goH  judges  at 
the  Ca[.e,  to  be  extremely  incor- 
redi  ;  but  the  di  feu  fit  op  of  this 
fubjefl  1  leave  to  fcientific  re- 
fea  refers. 

'The  huts  of  the  Hottentots  are 
mif'rahly  poor  and  fm-tli,  fhaped 
like  a  bee-hive,  with  a  fmall  hole 
or  door- way,  through  which  they 
fire  obliged  to  creep  on  all  fours. 
The  fire-place  is  always  in  the 
centre  of  the  hut,  to  allow  the 
whole  family  to  fleep  round  it, 
which  they  always  do  with  their 
feet  towards  the.  fire  ;  and  as  their 
fires  are  generally  made  of  green 
wood,  the  fmoke  is  intolerable  to 
others,  although  from  habit  en¬ 
durable  to  themfelves.  To  this 
caufe  is  to  be  attributed  the  dull 
appearance  of  their  eyes,  and  the 
forenefs  with  which  moft  of  them 
feem  afire  bed.  1  he  conliant  fmoke, 
however,  has  the  effeff  of  keeping 
piffles -and  other  vermin,  engen¬ 
dered  in  the  filth  and  corrupted 
pi  'ces  of  fiefh  and  guts,  which  are 
every  where  fcattered  about  their 
huts.  The  houfes  of  every  diftinft 
tribe  are  ranged  in  a  form  nearly 
circular,  or  like  a  crefcent  j  and 


during  the  day  they  lie  without,  in 
the  open  fpace  before  their  huts, 
balking  in  the  fun. 

A  number  of  ugly. looking,  half- 
ftarved  dogs  conftantly  attend 
them,  of  which  they  are  very 
fond,  as  they  are  ufetul  to  them 
in  hunting,  and  are  alfo  trained  to 
take  care  of  their  cattle,  and 
frighten  off  wolves  and  hyenas. 
The  Dutch  keep  a  number  of 
thefe  animals  for  the  fame  purpofe  ; 
they  are  large  and  ftrong,  and 
much  referable  that  fpecies  called 
the  wolf  dog. 

1  was  highly  entertained  by 
feeing  a  number  of  Hottentots 
dance  to  an  inftrument  played  on 
by  a  young  woman.  it  was  a 
piece  of  a  deal  board,  three  feet 
long  and  one  broad  ;  four  o.r  five 
firings  of  brafs  wire  were  ft  retched 
along  it,  and  fupported  at  each 
end  by  bridges,  or  bicp  of  upright 
wood,  like  thofe  of  our  fiddles. 
In  this  rude  fort  of  guitar,  which 
they  called  a  gabowie,  was  in- 
ferted  a  piece  of  looking-glafs,  of 
\yhich  they  are  immoderately  fond. 
It  was  fixed  in  the  centre  of  the 
board  ;  and  the  young  woman  who 
played,  kept  ftedfaftly  looking  at 
lierfelf  in  it,  and  grinning  with 
great  complacency  at  the  beauty  of 
her  round  hunched  figure.  She  kept 
touching  the  wires  with  a  quill, 
whilft  a  dozen  of  the  men  formed 
a  ring  round  her,  dancing,  and  vio¬ 
lently  beating  the  ground  with 
their  feet  and  flicks ;  they  continued 
alfo  inceffantly  to  place  themfelves 
in  the  moft  grotefque  attitudes, 
yet  ft  ill  with  fome  reference  to  the 
player.  Another  woman,  for  the 
females  it  would  feem  are  the  mu* 
ficians,  and  the  men  the  dancers, 
accompanied  he  former  on  a  goura. 
This  inftrumeiuis  formed  by  firings 
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of  dried  gut,  or  fmews  of  deer, 
twilled  into  a  cord,  and  fattened 
to  a  hollow  flick,  about  three  feet 
in  length,  by  a  peg,  which,  on 
being  turned  round,  brings  the 
cord  to  a  proper  degree  of  tendon. 
At  the  other  end,  the  cord  is 
placed  on  quills,  and  the  inftru- 
ipent  is  played  Gn  by  applying 
the  mouth  to  the  quills,  which  by 
the  fucceffive  procefles  of  refpi ra¬ 
tion  and  infpiration,  produce  a 
faint  voice  like  an  Eoiian  harp. 
1  was  very  nearly  the  innocent 
caufe  of  turning  their  mirth  into  a 
bloody  quarrel  ;  for  on  throwing 
amongft  then)  a  few  pieces  of  fmall 
coin,  they  began  to  fcramble  for 
them  with  the  utmofl  violence. j 
the  men  had  even  recourfe  to  their 
clubt*,  and  feveral  fevere  blows 
had  paired  between  them,  before 
the  effects  oF  my  inadvertent  libe¬ 
rality  could  be  done  away.  How¬ 
ever,  l  did  not  leave  them  till 
harmony  was  reftored,  and  they 
had  refumed  their  amufements. 
They  firft,  however,  endeavoured 
to  procure  fomething  more  from 
me,  and  begged  hard  for  brandy, 
which  is  their  favourite  liquor. 

The  Hutch  have  ever  held  the 
Hottentots  in  the  greareft  con¬ 
tempt,  and  never  thought  them 
worth  an  attempt  to  introduce 
civilization  among  them.  A  very 
unjuft  opinion  has  ever  been  held 
out,  that  in  under  {landing,  and 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  they 
fcarcely  deferve  to  be  ranked  with 
human  creatures,  and  are  but  little 
above  the  brute  creation.  When¬ 
ever  i  afked  a  Dutchman  any 
quellion  concerning  them,  he  look¬ 
ed  as  if  he  thought  the  fubjedt  too 
contemptible  to  deferve  an  an- 
fwer.  When  I  firlt  arrived  at 
the  Cape,  and  faw  the  miferable 
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kraels  I  have  juft  mentioned,  and 
the  wretched  inhabitants  absolutely 
in  that  ftate  of  nature  deferibed  by 
travellers,  I  own  my  opinion  of 
them  was  little  different  from  that 
of  the  Dutch.  But  when  a  few 
years  afterwards  I  faw  the  corps 
of  Hottentots  in  our  fervice,  and 
converfed  with  the  Englifh  officers 
who  had  an  opportunity  of  know¬ 
ing  them,  and  the  qualities  they 
naturally  pofieiTed,  as  well  as  the 
ftate  they  wTere  capable  of  being 
brought  to,  I  had  reafon  to  con¬ 
ceive  a  more  favourable  opinion 
of  the  difpo  fit  ions,  as  well  as  the 
talents,  of  a  Hottentot.  This 
corps  formed  a  regiment,  upwards 
of  feven  hundred  ftrong,  many  of 
them  fine,  aftive,  and  foldier-like 
fellows  ;  they  feemed  well  difei- 
plined,  and  many  exhibited  a  pride 
in  their  gait,  that  would  do  credit 
to  an  European  foldier.  They 
feemed  much  attached  to  the  En- 
glilh  ;  and  when  fent  at  different 
periods  into  the  interior,  again  ft 
the  Caffrees  and  Bofchies,  with 
other  detachments,  they  proved 
equally  faithful  and  obedient,  and 
{hewed  a  decree  of  courage  and  dif- 
cipline,  evidently  the  effeft  of  the 
attention  paid  them  by  their  Bri- 
tifh  officers.  Much  praife  is  due 
to  Major  Fielder  King  of  the  91ft 
regiment,  for  tne  good  difeipline 
and  management  of  that  corps. 


Manners  and  Cufloms  of  the  Natchez « 
( From  Heriot’s  Hiftory  of  Canada.) 

This  nation  of  .the  Natchez  in¬ 
habited  one  of  the  fineft  climates, 
and  one  of  the  molt  fertile  coun. 
tries  in  the  univerfe :  they  were 

the 
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the  only  people  on  that  part  of  the 
continent  who  appeared  to  have  a 
regular  form  of  reiigion.  Their 
mode  of  worftiip  refembled  in  cer¬ 
tain  points  that  of  the  ancient 
Romans.  They  had  a  temple  filled 
with  idols,  confining  of  different 
figures  of  men  and  animals,  for 
which  they  fliewed  the  moft  pro¬ 
found  veneration.  The  form  of 
their  temple  refembled  a  large  oven 
of  earth,  being  a  hundred  feet  in 
circumference :  the  entrance  was 
by  a  fmall  door  of  four  feet  in 
heiohth  and  three  in  breadth  :  the 

O 

edifice  had  not  any  window.  The 
vault  was  covered  with  three  rows 
of  mats  placed  one  upon  the  other 
to  prevent  the  rain  from  fpoiling 
the  mafonry.  Above,  and  on  the 
out  fide,  were  three  wooden  figures 
of  eagles,  painted  red,  yellow, 
and  white.  Before  the  door  there 
was  a  kind  of  fhed,  with  a  fecond 
door,  where  the  guardian  of  the 
temple  was  lodged  :  the  whole  was 
furrounded  by  a  fence  of  pallifades, 
on  which  were  expofed  the  fealps 
of  all  the  heads,  which  their  war¬ 
riors  had  brought  from  the  various 
combats  in  which  they  had  been 
engaged  with  the  enemies  of  their 
nation. 

In  the  interior  of  the  temple 
there  were  fmall  fhelves  placed  at 
a  certain  diftance  from  each  other, 
on  which  were  fet  bafkets  of  cane 
of  an  oval  figure,  containing  the 
bones  of  their  ancient  chiefs  ;  and 
bef.de  thefe,  thofe  of  the  victims 
-who  caufed  themfelves  to  be  ft  rang- 
led,  that  they  might  follow  their 
mailers  into  the  other  world.  An¬ 
other  feparate  fhelt  contained  fe- 
veral  bailee ts  well  painted,  in  which 
their  idols  were  kept :  thefe  con¬ 
fided  of  figures  of  men  and  wo* 
men,  made  of  done  and  burnt 


clay  ;  the  heads  and  tails  of  un¬ 
common  ferpents,  duffed  owls, 
pieces  of  cryftals,  and  jaws  and 
teeth  of  large  fifh.  They  had,  in 
1699,  a  bottle  and  the  -foot  of  a 
wine  glafs,  which  they  prefeived 
as  articles  of  great  value. 

They  took  care  to  maintain  In 
this  temple  a  perpetual  fire,  and 
great  attention  was  beftowed  to 
prevent  its  riling  to  a  flame  :  for 
this  purpofe  they  ufed  only  dry 
and  hard  woods.  The  ancients 
were  obliged  to  carry  each  in  his 
turn  a  large  junk  of  wood  to  the 
entrance,  or  to  the  pallifade.  The 
number  of  guardians  of  the  temple 
was  Axed,  and  they  ferved  each 
three  months.  He  who  was  on 
duty  remained  like  a  centinel  in 
the  died,  from  whence  he  watched 
the  fire ;  this  was  nourifhed  by 
three  large  pieces  of  wood,  whofe 
inner  extremities  only  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  bum  at  the  fame  time, 
and  which,  to  avoid  flaming,  were 
never  placed  one  upon  the  other. 

Of  all  the  females  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  the  fillers  of  the  great  chief 
only  were  permitted  to  enter  the 
temple  ;  this  privilege  was  with¬ 
held  from  all  the  others,  as  well 
as  from  the  lower  ranks  of  people, 
even  when  they  brought  food  for 
the  manes  of  their  relations,  whofe 
bones  repofed  in  the  temple.  The 
viands  were  given  to  the  guardian, 
who  carried  them  to  the  fide  of 
the  bafket  where  the  bones  of  the 
dead  were  depofited :  this  cere¬ 
mony  endured  but  for  a  moon. 
The  viands  were  afterwards  placed 
on  the  pallifades  of  the  court,  and 
were  abandoned  to  the  wild  ani¬ 
mals  and  birds. 

The  fun  was  the  principal  objetfl 
of  veneration  among  that  people, 
as  they  conceived  that  nothing 
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can  be  fuperior  to  this  luminary  : 
nothing,  likewife,  appeared  more 
worthy  of  their  homage ;  and  it 
was  for  this  reafon  that  the  grand 
chief  of  the  nation,  who  knew  of 
no  perfon  upon  earth  fuperior  to 
himfeif,  affumed  the  quality  of 
brother  to  the  fun.  The  credulity 
of  the  people  maintained  him  in 
the  defpotic  authority  with  which 
he  was  invefted.  And  in  order  to 
prefer ve  it,  a  mound  of  earth  was 
raifed,  on  which  they  built  his 
cabin,  of  the  fame  conftruclion 
with  the  temple.  The  door  was 
expofed  to  the  eaft.  Every  morn- 
in?  the  great  chief  honoured  with 
his  prefence  the  riling  of  his  elder 
brother,  and  as  foon  as  he  appeared 
above  the  horizon,  filuted  him  by 
a  repetition  of  bowlings  ;  he  then 
gave  orders  that  his  pipe  fhould 
be  lighted,  made  him  an  offering 
of  the  three  firft  mouthfuls  ol 
fmoke  which  he  drew,  and  railing 
his  hands  above  his  head,  and 
turning  at  the  fame  time  from  eaft 
to  weft,  pointed  out  to  him  the 
route  he  was  to  purfue  in  his 
diurnal  courfe. 

There  were  in  his  cabin  feveral 
beds  on  the  left  of  the  entrance, 
but  on  the  right  was  the  bed  of  the 
grand  chief  adorned  with  different 
painted  figures.  This  bed  confifted 
only  of  a  palliafs  compofed  of  canes 
and  reeds,  with  a  fquare  piece  of 
wood  which  ferved  him  as  a  pillow. 
In  the  centre  of  the  cabin  there 
was  a  fmali  boundary  :  no  perfon 
was  allowed  to  approach  the  bed 
without  making  the  circuit  of  that 
inclofure.  They  who  entered  fa- 
luted  with  a  howl,  and  advanced 
to  the  extremity  of  the  cabin, 
without  calling  their  eyes  towards 
the  fide  where  the  grand  chief 
\yas :  they  afterwards  gave  a  frelh 


falute,  by  lifting  the  arms  above 
the  head,  and  howling  three  times. 
If  they  were  perfons  whom  the 
chief  regarded,  he  anfwered  by  a 
faint  figh,  and  made  them  a  fign 
tobe  feated:  he  was  thanked  for 
his  attention  by  a  new  howl.  At 
every  queilion  which  the  chief 
made,  they  howled  once,  before 
they  returned  an  anfwer,  and  when 
they  took  leave  of  him,  they  drew 
out  one  continued  howl  until  they 
retired  from  his  prefence. 

When  the  grand  chief  died,  his 
cabin  was  demolifhed,  a  new'  mound 
of  earth  was  raifed,  and  another 
cabin  was  ererited  for  him  who 
was  to  fill  his  dignity,  who  never 
lodged  in  that  of  his  predeceffor. 
The  ancients  were  the  legiflators 
and  judges  for  the  reft  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  :  one  of  the  principal  laws  was 
to  have  a  fovereign  refpeift  for  the 
grand  chief,  as  brother  of  the  fun, 
and  mailer  of  the  temple.  They 
believed  in  the  immortality  of  the 
foul  :  when  they  qnitted  the  pre- 
fent  flate  of  being,  they  went, 
they  faid,  to  inhabit  another,  there 
to  receive  recompenfe  or  puniftu 
ment.  The  rewards  which  they 
promifed  themfelves  confifted  prin¬ 
cipally  in  good  living,  and  the 
chaflifement,  in  the  privation  of 
every  fpecies  of  enjoyment.  They 
thus  believed,  that  fucli  as  were 
faithful  obfervers  of  the  laws, 
would  be  conducted  to  a  region  of 
delight,  where  all  forts  of  the 
moll  exquifite  viands  would  be 
fupplied  them  in  abundance  ;  that 
their  days  would  pafs  in  pleafure 
and  tranquillity,  in  the  midft  of 
feafts,  of  dances,  and  of  women, 
and  that  they  Ihould  tafte  of  every 
pleafure  imaginable.  That  on  the 
contrary,  the  tranfgreffors  of  the 
laws  would  be  call  upon  lands  un¬ 
fertile 
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fertile  and  covered  with  water, 
which  would  produce  no  kind  of 
grain,  and  that  they  fhould  he 
expofed  naked  to  the  torturing 
bites  of  mufquitoes  :  that  all  the 
nations  fhould  make  war  againk 

O 

them,  and  that  they  fhould  never 
eat  but  of  the  flefh  of  crocodiles 
and  of  the  worth  fpecies  of  fifh. 

Thefe  people  implicitly  obeyed 
the  will  of  their  chief :  they  re¬ 
garded  him  as  the  abfolute  maker, 
not  only  of  their  property  but  of 
their  life,  and  not  one  among  them 
dared  to  refufe  his  head,  when  he 
chofe  to  demand  it.  For  whatever 
labour  he  impofed  upon  them,  it 
was  forbidden  them  to  require  any 
recompenfe.  The  French,  who 
often  had  occafton  for  hunters  or 
rowers  for  their  long  voyages,  ad¬ 
ore  fled  themfelves  to  the  grand 
chief  alone.  1 6  was  he  who  fun- 

L 

plied  all  the  men  they  wanted,  and 
received  payment  without  giving 
any  part  to  thofe  unhappy  people, 
who  had  not  even  the  privilege  of 
complaining.  One  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  articles  of  their  religion, 
particularly  for  the  attendants  of 
the  grand  chief,  was  to  honour  his 
ohf  quies  by  dying  with  him,  that 
they  might  ferve  him  in  the  next 
world.  They  blindly  fubmitted 
with  cheerfulnefs  to  this  law,  in 
the  vain  perfuafion,  that  in  the 
company  of  their  chief  they  fhoiiid 
enjoy  the  greateft  happinefs. 

To  convey  an  idea  of  this  fan- 
guinary  ceremony,  it  mud  be  an¬ 
nounced,  that  fo  foon  as  a  pre¬ 
emptive  heir  to  the  grand  chief 
was  born,  every  family  where 
there  was  an  infant  at  the  break 
gave  him  the  homage  of  that  child. 
Out  of  thefe  children,  a  certain 
number  was  chofen,  dekined  to 
the  fervice  of  the  young  prince. 


and  when  they  became  of  a  com. 
pefent  age,  an  employment  was 
given  them  conformable  to  their 
capacities  :  fome  fpent  their  lives 
in  the  chace,  or  in  fifhing,  or  for 
the  fervice  of  his  table ;  others 
were  occupied  in  agriculture,  others 
only  as  followers  or  attendants  : 
when  he  died,  all  thefe  fervants 
facrikced  themfelves  with  joy  to 
follow  their  dear  maker.  They 
on  this  occakon  aftumed  their  finek 
drefs,  and  went  together  to  the 
ground  oppofite  the  temple,  where 
all  the  people  of  the  village  alfo 
aftembled.  After  having  danced 
and  fung  for  a  conkderable  time, 
they  palled  around  their  neck  a 
cord  with  a  running  knot,  and 
foon  after  the  minikers  dekined  for 
this  kind  of  execution  came  to 
ftrangle  them,  recommending  to 
them  to  rejoin  their  maker,  and  to 
refume  in  the  other  world  employ, 
ments  yet  more  honourable  than 
thofe  they  exercifed  in  the  prefent. 

The  principal  domekics  of  the 
grand  chief  having  been  krangled 
in  this  manner,  their  bones  were 
ft  ripped,  and  left  to  dry  for  two 
months  in  a  kind  of  tomb  ;  after 
which  they  were  taken  out,  to  be 
fnut  up  in  the  bafkets,  and  placed 
in  the  temple  befide  thofe  of  their 
maker.  The  other  fervants  who 
had  been  krangled  were  carried 
home  by  their  relations,  and  in¬ 
terred  with  their  arms  and  cloaths. 

The  fame  ceremony  was  like- 
wife  obferved,  on  the  death  of  the 
brothers  and  fikers  of  the  grand 
chief.  Women  were  always  krang¬ 
led  to  follow  them,  provided  they 
had  not  a  child  at  the  break. 
There  were  however  inkances  of 
their  delivering  their  children  to 
nurfes,  or  of  putting  them  to  death 
themfelves,  that  they  might  not 
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forego  the  privilege  of  being  fa. 
crificed,  according  to  the  ufual 
ceremonies  ordained  by  the  law. 

The  government  was  heredi¬ 
tary  ;  but  the  fons  of  the  reigning 
chief  did  not  fucceed  their  father  ; 
the  fons  of  his  filter,  the  firft 
princefs  of  the  blood,  were  his 
declared  fucceffors.  This  policy 
was  founded  on  the  knowledge 
which  they  had  of  the  liber tiniffn 
of  their  wives.  They  were  not 
certain,  faid  they,  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  their  wives  were  of  the 
blood  royal  ;  whereas  the  fons  of 
the  After  of  the  grand  chief  were 
St  leak  fo  by  the  fide  of  their  mo¬ 
ther. 

The  princeffes  of  the  blood  never 
efpoufed  men  of  an  obfeure  family  ; 
they  had  only  one  hufband,  but 
they  were  at  liberty  to  repudiate 
him  whenever  they  pleafed,  and 
to  make  choice  of  another  among 
thofe  of  the  nation,  provided  there 
was  no  alliance  between  them.  If 
the  hufband  was  guilty  of  infi¬ 
delity,  the  princefs  immediately 
caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death  :  fhe 
was  not  fubjeft  to  the  fame  law, 
for  fhe  could  enjoy  as  many  lovers 
as  fhe  pleafed,  without  the  hufband 
being  fuffered  to  complain.  He 
conducted  himfelf  in  the  prefence 
of  his  wife  with  the  greateft  re- 
fpedt ;  he  did  not  eat  with  her  : 
he  faluted  her  by  howling,  as  was 
pra&ifed  by  her  domeftics.  The 
only  fatisfaftion  he  enjoyed  was 
that  of  being  exempt  from  labour, 
and  of  having  authority  over  thofe 
who  ferved  the  princefs. 

Formerly  the  nation  of  the 
Natchez  was  confiderable  ;  fixty 
villages  were  reckoned,  and  eight 
hundred  funs  or  princes :  in  1730 
it  was  reduced  to  fix  fmall  villages 
and  eleven  funs.  In  each  of  thefe 
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villages  there  was  a  temple,  where 
fire  was  continually  kept  up,  as  in 
that  of  the  grand  chief,  whom  all 
the  other  funs  obeyed. 

It  was  the  grand  chief  who  had 
the  patronage/of  all  the  employ¬ 
ments  in  his  ft  ate,  the  principal 
of  which  were,  the  two  chiefs  of 
war,  the  two  makers  of  ceremony 
for  worfhip  which  was  rendered  in 
the  temple,  the  two  officers  who 
prefided  at  the  other  ceremonies 
which  were  ob ferved  when  ft  rangers 
came  to  treat  for  peace ;  four 
others,  whofe  charge  it  was  to 
direct  the  feafts  with  which  they 
publicly  regaled  the  nation,  and 
ft  rangers  who  came  to  vifit  them  ; 
the  officers  who  infpe£ted  public 
works.  All  thefe  minifters  who 
executed  the  will  of  the  grand 
chief,  were  refpefted  and  obeyed, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  their  or¬ 
ders  had  been  given  by  himfelf  in 
perfon. 

Every  year  the  people  affiembled 
to  fow  an  immenfe  held  with  In¬ 
dian  corn,  beans,  pumkins,  and 
melons.  They  came  together  in 
the  fame  manner  for  the  harveft. 
A  large  cabin  lituated  in  a  beautiful 
meadow,  was  deftined  to  contain 
the  produce  of  the  fields.  To¬ 
wards  the  end  of  July  the  people 
every  year  collected,  by  order  of 
the  grand  chief,  to  affift  at  a  great 
feftival  which  he  gave.  This 
feftival  lafted  three  days  and  three 
nights ;  each  contributed  towards 
it  whatever  he  could  furnifh  ;  fome 
brought  game,  others  brought  fiffi. 
The  entertainment  confifted  of  aL 
moft  continual  dancing  ;  the  grand 
chief  and  his  filter  were  feated  in 
a  lodge,  elevated  and  covered  with 
foliage,  from  whence  they  con¬ 
templated  the  joy  of  their  fub- 
jetffis ,  the  princes,  the  princefies, 
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and  they  who  by  their  office  were 
of  diftinguifhed  rank,  ranged 
themfelves  near  the  chief,  to  whom 
they  marked  their  fubmiffion  and 
refpe<5t  by  an  infinity  of  cere¬ 
monies.  The  grand  chief  and  his 
lifter  made  their  entry  into  the 
place  of  the  affembly  on  a  litter 
carried  by  eight  of  the  talleft 
men :  the  chief  held  in  his  hand  a 
fceptre  adorned  with  feathers ;  all 
the  people  danced  and  fung  around 
him,  in  token  of  the  public  joy. 
On  the  la  ft  day  of  the  feftival  he 
commanded  all  his  fubjefts  to  ap¬ 
proach  him,  and  delivered  to  them 
a  long  harangue,  in  which  he  ex¬ 
horted  them  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 
religion :  he  recommended  them 
above  all  things  to  preferve  a  great 
veneration  for  the  fpirits  who  re. 
fided  in  the  temple,  and  to  give 
good  inftru&ions  to  their  children. 
If  anyone  had  fignalized  hirnfelf 
by  fome  zealous  adlion,  he  gave 
him  public  praife.  A  circumftance 
of  that  nature  took  place  in  the 
year  1702.  The  thunder  having 
fallen  on  the  temple,  and  having 
reduced  it  to  alhes,  feven  or  eight 
women  threw  their  infants  into 
the  flames  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of 
heaven.  The  grand  chief  ftiled 
thefe  women  heroines,  and  bellowed 
flrone;  encomiums  on  them  for  the 
courage  which  had  prompted  them 
to  make  a  facrifice  of  that  which 
was  moll  dear  to  them  :  he  con¬ 
cluded  his  panegyric  by  exhorting 
the  other  women  to  imitate,  in 
any  fimilar  conjun&ure,  fo  bril¬ 
liant  an  example. 

The  fathers  of  families  failed 
not  to  carry  to  the  temple  the  firft 
of\the  fruits,  conflfting  of  grain 
and  vegetables :  there  were  alfo 
prefents  made  to  the  nation  ;  they 
were  offered  at  the  entrance  of  the 


temple,  where  the  guardian,  after 
having  expofed  them  to  view,  andl 
prefented  them  to  the  fpirits,  car¬ 
ried  them  to  the  grand  chief,  who 
made  a  diftribution  of  them  as  he 
thought  fit,  without  the  fmafleft 
diflatisfadtion  being  {hewn  by  any 
one. 

No  land  was  planted  or  fown, 
until  the  feed  had  been  prefented 
at  the  temple  with  the  accuftomed 
ceremonies.  When  thefe  people 
approached  the  temple,  they  railed 
their  arms  out  of  refpedf,  and  fent 
forth  three  bowlings,  after  which 
they  rubbed  their  hands  on  the 
ground,  railing  themfelves  three 
times,  wfith  as  many  reiterated 
howlings.  When  they  only  palled 
the  temple,  they  merely  flopped 
to  falute  it  with  downcaft  eyes, 
and  lifted  up  arms.  If  a  father 
or  a  mother  perceived  that  their 
children  negledled  the  obfervance 
of  this  ceremony,  they  punifhed 
them  immediately  with  fome  blows 
with  a  cudgel. 

Such  were  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Natchez  with  refpeft  to  religion. 
Thofe  of  their  marriages  were  very 
Ample.  When  a  young  man  had 
refolved  to  marry,  he  addreffed 
himfelf  to  the  father  of  the  girl ; 
or  fhould  he  no  longer  have  exifted, 
to  her  elder  brother :  the  terms 
were  agreed  on,  and  paid  in  furs, 
or  merchandife.  Although  a  girl 
may  have  led  a  life  far  from  vir¬ 
tuous,  no  objection  was  made  to 
her  on  that  account,  as  it  was  the 
cuftom  for  females  of  that  de- 
feription  to  change  their  conduct 
on  being  married.  The  choice  is 
made  indifferently  from  any  fa¬ 
mily,  provided  the  girl  is  agree¬ 
able  to  her  intended  hufband.  The 
only  attention  on  the  part  of  her 
relations,  is  to  inquire  whether 


9 


CHARACTERS. 


the  man  who  demanded  her  in 
marriage  was  fucceisful  in  the 
chace,  a  good  warrior,  or  a  fkilful 
hufbandman.  Either  of  thefe  qua¬ 
lities  diminifhed  the  fum  which 
was  exadled  from  him  previous  to 
his  marriage. 

When  the  parties  were  agreed, 
the  future  hufband  went  to  the 
chace  with  his  friends,  and  when 
he  procured,  either  in  game  or  in 
ft (h,  a  fufficient  quantity  to  regale 
the  two  families  who  contracted 
the  alliance,  they  aiTembled  in  the 
cabin  of  the  relations  of  the  bride  ; 
the  newly  married  couple  were 
ferved  feparately  from  the  reft,  and 
they  eat  out  of  the  fame  difh.  The 
repail  being  finifhed,  the  bride¬ 
groom  prefented  tobacco  to  the 
relations  of  his  wife,  and  then  to 
his  own,  and  after  the  company 
had  fmoked,  thev  retired.  The 
new> married  couple  remained  to¬ 
gether  until  the  morning,  when 
the  hufband  conducted  his  wife  to 
her  father-in-law,  in  whofe  cabin 
flie  lodged  until  the  family  had 
built  them  a  new  cabin.  During- 
the  time  of  its  conftruftion  he 
palled  the  whole  day  in  the  chace, 
to  fupply  food  to  thofe  employed 
on  it. 

The  laws  of  the  Natchez  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  have  as  many  wives 
•as  they  chofe  :  thofe,  however,  of 
the  lower  orders  feldom  had  more 
than  one  or  two.  The  chiefs  had 
a  plurality  of  wives,  becaufe  hav¬ 
ing  the  privilege  of  getting  their 
lands  cultivated  by  the  people, 
without  any  payment,  the  number 
of  their  wives  was  not  burden, 
fome. 

The  marriage  of  thefe  chiefs 
was  performed  with  lefs  ceremony 
than  that  of  the  lower  clafs  ;  they 
were  fatisfied  with  fending  for  the 
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father  of  the  girl  of  whom  they 
had  made  choice,  and  declaring  to 
him  that  they  placed  her  in  the 
rank  of  their  wives.  The  mar¬ 
riage  was  then  concluded,  and  they 
made  a  prefent  to  the  father  and 
mother.  Although  they  had  fe- 
veral  wives,  they  kept  only  one 
or  two  at  a  time  in  their  ekhin  ; 
the  others  remained  with  their 
parents,  where  they  had  accefs  to 
them  when  they  thought  proper. 

There  are  certain  feafons  of  the 
moon,  when  the  favages  do  not 
vifit  their  wives.  Jealoufy  enters 
fo  faintly  into  their  breads,  that 
many  find  no  difficulty  in  lending 
their  wives  to  their  friends.  This 
indifference  in  the  conjugal  union 
arifes  from  the  liberty  which  they 
have  of  changing  when  they  pleale, 
provided  their  wives  have  had  no 
children  by  them  ;  for  if  there  are 
any  born  in  the  marriage,  nothing 
but  death  can  feparate  them. 

When  this  nation  formed  a  de¬ 
tachment  for  war,  the  chief  of  the 
party  planted  two  poles  painted 
red,  adorned  with  red  feathers 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  with 
arrows  and  clubs.  They  who 
wifhed  to  engage  in  the  party, 
after  having  decked  and  painted 
themfelves  with  various  colours, 
came  to  harangue  the  chief  of  war. 
This  harangue,  which  they  de¬ 
livered  one  after  the  other,  and 
which  laded  nearly  half  an  hour, 
confided  in  a  thoufand  proteftations 
of  fervice,  by  which  they  adored 
him  that  they  wifhed  for  no  greater 
happinefs  than  to  die  with  him. 
That  they  were  fatisded  to  learn, 
under  fo  expert  a  warrior,  the  art 
of  fealping,  and  that  they  feared 
neither  the  hunger  nor  fatigues  to 
which  they  fhould  be  expofed. 

On  a  fufficient  number  of  war¬ 
rior* 
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riors  having  prefented  themfelves 
to  die  war  chief,  he  cau  fed  to  be 
prepared  in  his  cabin  a  drink  which 
was  called  the  medicine  of  war. 
This  was  a  vomitive,  combofed  of 

'  i 

a  root  boiled  in  kettles  full  of 
water.  The  warriors,  fometimes 
to  the  number  of  three  hundred 
men,  having  feated  themfelves 
around  the  kettle,  to  each  was 
ferved  about  a  gallon  :  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  to  Aval  low  it  at  one 
draught,  and  to  render  it  again  by 
the  mouth  with  efforts  fo  violent 
that  they  might  have  been  heard 
at  a  great  dikance.  After  this 
ceremony  the  chief  of  war  fixed 
the  day  for  their  departure,  that 
each  might  make  a  pro v ikon  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  campaign.  During 
this  time,  the  warriors  appeared 
every  morning  and  evening  in  the 
place  of  arms,  where  after  having 
danced,  and  recounted  in  detail 
the  brilliant  actions  in  which  their 
bravery  had  been  difplayed,  they 
fung  their  fongs  of  death. 

To  have  beheld  the  excekive 
joy  which  they  fhewed  on  their 
departure,  it  might  have  been  con¬ 
ceived  that  they  had  already  fig- 
nalized  their  valour  by  fome  great 
vidory  ;  but  very  little  is  ne- 
eeffary  to  difconcert  the  projects 
of  favages.  They  are  fo  fuper- 
ffitious  with  regard  to  dreams, 
that  nothing  more  is  wanted  than 
one  of  unfavourable  omen  to  kop 
the  execution  of  their  enterprife, 
and  oblige  them  to  return  when 
they  are  on  a  march. 

It  often  happens  that  parties 
who  have  gone  through  all  the 
ceremonies  which  have  been  men¬ 
tioned,  break  off  fuddenly  from 
their  voyage,  becaufe  they  have 
heard  a  dog  bark  in  an  extra¬ 


ordinary  manner  :  their  ardour  for 
glory  is  then  converted  into  fear. 

In  their  war  expeditions,  they 
march  always  in  files  ;  four  or  live 
of  their  bek  walkers  take  the  lead, 
and  advance  about  a  quarter  of  a 
league  before  the  army,  to  ob« 
ferve,  and  give  notice  of  any 
thing  they  fee.  They  encamp 
every  evening  an  hour  before  fun- 
fet,  and  laying  themfelves  around 
a  great  fire,  each  places  his  arms 
near  him.  before  encamping,  they 
take  care  to  fend  twenty  or  more 
warriors  half  a  league  round  the 
environs  of  the  camp  to  avoid  all 
furprife.  They  never  place  a  cen- 
tinel  during  the  night ;  but  as  foon 
as  they  have  fupped,  they  extin- 
guifh  the  fire.  The  chiefs  of  war 
recommend  to  them  on  the  even¬ 
ing  not  to  deliver  themfelves  up 
to  a  profound  keep,  and  always  to 
have  their  arms  in  readinefs.  A 
rendezvous  is  always  previouky 
fettled,  in  cafe  they  (hould  be  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  night,  and  difperfed. 

As  the  chiefs  of  the  Natchez 
always  carried  with  them  their 
idols,  or  what  they  termed  thek 
fpirits,  well  wrapped  up  in  a  hide ; 
they  fufpended  them  on  the  even¬ 
ing  to  a  fmall  rod  painted  red,  and 
planted  in  a  Hoping  diredion,  fo 
that  it  might  incline  towards  the 
Hde  of  the  enemy.  The  warriors, 
before  they  laid  themfelves  down 
to  rek,  paffed  with  the  war  club 
in  their  hand,  one  after  the  other, 
dancing  before  thefe  pretended  fpi¬ 
rits,  and  denouncing  great'  ven¬ 
geance  towards  the  quarter  where 
they  fuppofed  their  enemies  to  be 
encamped. 

When  the  war  party  was  nume¬ 
rous,  and  when  it  entered  upon  the 
territory  of  theeuemy,  the  lavages 
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marched  in  five  or  fix  columns^  and 
fent  out  feveral  fpies  to  recon¬ 
noitre.  If  they  perceived  that 
their  march  was  difeovered,  they 
ufually  adopted  the  refolution  of 
returning,  and  detached  a  fmall 
body  of  ten  or  twelve  men,  who 
feparated,  with  the  hope  of  fur- 
prifing  fome  detached  hunters  of 
the  enemy.  On  their. return  they 
fung  and  recounted  the  number  of 
fealps  which  they  had  taken  off. 
If  they  made  any  prifoners,  they 
obliged  them  to  fing  and  dance 
for  feveral  fucceffive  days  before 
the  temple,  after  which  they  were 
prefen  ted  to  the  relations  of  tliofe 
who  had  been  flain  in  the  war. 
During  this  ceremony  the  relations 
melted  into  tears*  and  dried  them 
with  the  fealps  which  had  been 
brought  home :  they  then  fettled 
the  recompence  for  the  warriors 
who  had  brought  thefe  flaves, 
whofe  lot  it  was  to  be  burnt. 

The  Natchez,  as  well  as  all  the 
other  nations  of  Louifiana,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  particular  names  thofe 
who  had  killed  more  or  lefs  of  the 
enemy.  Thefe  names  were  con¬ 
ferred  by  the  ancient  chiefs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  merits  of  the  war¬ 
riors.  To  deferve  the  title  of 
Great  Slayer  of  Men,  it  was  re¬ 
quired  that  the  perfon  fhould  have 
made  ten  prifoners,  or  have  carried 
off  twenty  fealps.  In  their  lan¬ 
guage,  the  name  of  the  warrior 
announced  all  his  exploits.  They 
who  for  the  fird  time  carried  off  a 
fcalp,  or  made  a  Have,  did  not, 
on  their  return,  cohabit  with  their 
wives,  or  eat  any  meat ;  they  only 
lived  on  fifh  and  corn.  This  ab- 
ftinence  laded  for  fix  months.  If 
they  failed  in  its  obfer vance,  they 
imagined  that  the  ghod  of  him 
whom  they  had  flain  would  caufe 
Vox.,  XL VI.  or  Vol,  IV.  N'e 


them  to  die  by  forcery  ;  that  they 
fhould  never  gain  any  advantage 
over  an  enemy,  and  that  the 
flighted  wound  which  they  fhould 
receive  would  prove  mortal. 

They  took  great  care  that  the 
grand  chief  fhould  not  be  in  dan- 
ger  of  lofing  his  life  when  he  went 
to  war.  If  his  courage  led  him 
to  expofe  himfelf,  and  if  he  fell  in 
battle,  the  ehiefs  of  the  party, 
and  the  other  principal  warriors 
were  put  to  death  on  their  return  : 
but  thefe  executions  were  almoft 
without  example,  by  the  precau¬ 
tions  which  they  took  to  preferve 
him  from  this  misfortune. 

The  Natchez  had,  like  the  other 
favages,  their  doctors,  or  jugglers'; 
thefe  were  generally  old  men,  who, 
without  ftudy,  and  without  any 
feience,  undertook  to  cure  every 
fpecies  of  malad)  :  for  this  end  they 
made  ufe  neither  of  fimples  nor 
drugs ;  their  art  confided  wholly  in 
various  ceremonies  and  deceptions  : 
they  danced  and  fung  by  night  or 
by  day  around  the  fick  perfon,  and 
they  fmoked  incedantly,  (Wallow¬ 
ing  the  fumes  of  the  tobacco. 
Thefe  j  ugglers  did  not  eat  during 
the  whole  time  they  were  engaged 
in  the  cure  of  their  patients.  Their 
fongs  and  dances  were  accompanied 
by  fuch  violent  contorfions,  that 
although  they  were  naked,  and 
ought  to  have  fuffered  from  cold, 
their  mouth  was  always  foaming. 
They  had  a  fmall  bafket,  in  which 
they  kept  what  they  called  their 
fpirits  or  manitous  ;  thefe  confided 
ol  fmall  roots  of  different  kinds, 
of  heads  of  owls,  of  fmall  packets 
of  deer’s  hair,  fome  teeth  of  ani¬ 
mals,  fmall  pebbles,  and  other 
fimilar  trifles. 

It  appeared,  that  to  redore 
health  to  their  lick  they  ingefTantly 
;  $e  r.  t  ?.  s .  *  JB  b  invoked 
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invoked  the  contents  of  their  baf. 
ket.  Some  had  a  certain  root, 
which  by  its  odour  renders  fnakes 
tcypid  and  harmlefs.  After  having 
rubbed  the  hands  and  body  with 
this  root,  they  held  thefe  animals 
without  being  afraid  of  their  bite, 
which  is  mortal.  Others  cut  with 
a  Hint  the  afHi&ed  part  of  the 
patient,  and  then  fucked  out  all 
the  blood  they  could  draw  from 
thp  wound,  which  they  imme¬ 
diately  put  into  a  difh,  fpitting 
out  at  the  fame  time  a  fmall  piece 
©f  wood,  of  ftraw,  or  of  leather, 
which  they  had  concealed  under 
fheir  tongue  ;  and,  calling  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  relations  of  the 
Tick,  they  faid,  behold  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe.  Thefe  doftors  al* 
ways  in  lifted  on  being  paid  in  ad¬ 
vance.  If  the  difeafed  was  re¬ 
covered,  their  gains  were  confider- 
able :  but  if  he  died,  they  were 
certain  of  being  put  to  death  by 
the  friends  or  relations  of  the  de- 
ceafed;  A  ceremony  in  the  eb- 
fervance  of  which  they  never  fail¬ 
ed,  and  the  parents  or  relations  of 
the  quacks  made  no  oppofttion  to 
it,  nor  teftified  any  mortification 
or  concern. 

There  were  fome  jugglers  who 
even  undertook  to  procure  rain  or 
fine  weather :  thefe  were  ufually 
old  or  indolent  perfons,  who  un¬ 
willing  to  fubmit  to  the  fatigues 
of  the  chace,  of  Hiking,  or  of 
cultivating  land,  exercifed  this 
dangerous  profeffion  in  order  to 
maintain  their  family.  Towards 
the  fpring,  the  people  bought  of 
thefe  jugglers  favourable  weather 
for  the  productions  of  the  earth. 
If  the  harveft  was  abundant,  they 
reaped  conftderable  gain;  but  if  it 
was  bad,  vengeance  was  taken, 
and  their  heads  were  broken. 


Thofe  who  engaged  in  this  prow 
feftion  thus  rilked  all  for  all.  Their 
mode  of  life  was  extremely  in¬ 
active  ;  they  had  no  other  trouble 
but  to  fait,  and  to  dance  with  a 
reed  in  their  mouth,  full  of  water, 
and  pierced  like  a  watering-pan": 
with  this  they  fpouted  water  into 
the  air,  in  the  direction  of  the 
thickeft  clouds :  they  held  in  one 
hand  the  chichicoua,  and  in  the 
other  their  fpirits,  which  they 
prefented  to  the  clouds,  fending 
forth  the  moft  frightful  cries,  to 
caufe  them  to  burft  upon  their 
fields.  If  fine  weather  was  de¬ 
manded,  they  made  no  ufe  of  their 
reeds,  but  they  afcended  the  tops 
of  their  cabins,  and  with  the  arm 
made  a  fignal  to  the  clouds,  blow¬ 
ing  with  all  their  force,  not  t© 
ftop  upon  their  lands,  but  to  pafs 
beyond  them.  When  the  cloud 
difperfed  as  they  wifhed,  they 
danced  and  fung  around  their  fpi- 
rits,  which  they  depofited  on  a 
kind  of  pillow they  redoubled 
their  faft,  and  when  the  cloud  was 
paft  they  {wallowed  fumes  of  to¬ 
bacco,  and  prefented  their  pipes  to 
heaven. 

Although  little  favour  or  refpeff 
was  (hewn  to  thefe  jugglers  when 
they  obtained  not  what  was  wiftu 
ed,  the  profit  however  was  fo 
.great,  when  by  chance  they  Teemed 
to  fucceed,  that  a  confiderable 
number  of  favages  feared  not  to 
incur  the  rifk •  They  who  under¬ 
took  to  procure  rain,  never  en¬ 
gaged  to  bring  fine  weather.  An¬ 
other  fpecies  of  jugglers  had  this 
privilege ;  and  when  the  reafon 
was  a&ed  of  them,  they  confident¬ 
ly  replied  that  their  {pints  could 
not  beftow  both. 

When  one  of  the  favages  died* 
Ids  relations  afTembled  to  depl°rc 
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his  death  for  a  whole  day  ;  they 
afterward*  covered  the  body  with 
the  beft  doaths  of  (he  deceased  5 
they  painted  his  face  and  hair, 
wh’ch  they  adorned  with  the  fineit 
plumage,  and  afterwards  conveyed 
him  to  the  grave  which  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  him,  and  in  which  they 
plac  d  at  his  fide  hisaims,  or  ket¬ 
tle  and  provifions.  Daring  the 
fpace  of  a  month  his  relations 
came,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  and  at 
fun-fet  to  his  grave,  where  they 
poured  forth  lamentations  for  the 
fpace  of  ha  if  an  hour  :  every  one 
named  his  degree  of  kindred.  If 
it  was  the  father  of  a  family,  the 
wife  exclaimed,  u  My  dear  huf- 
band,  how  much  do  I  regret  your 
lofs the  children  cried,  (i  My 
dear  father:"  the  others,  “  My 
uncle,  my  couftn,"  &c.  They 
who  were  related  in  the  neareil 
degree,  continued  this  ceremony 
during  three  months  :  they  cut  off 
their  hair  in  token  of  mourning  ; 
they  ceafed  to  paint  their  bodies, 
and  attended  no  affembly  of  re¬ 
joicing. 

When  fome  foreign  nation  came 
to  treat  of  peace  with  the  Natchez, 
they  fent  couriers  to  give  advice 
of  the  day  and  hour  of  the  arrival 
of  their  ambaftadors.  The  grand 
chief  then  gave  orders  to  the  maf- 
ters  of  the  ceremonies  to  make  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  this  great 
occafion.  They  began  by  naming 
thofe  who  were  to  entertain  each 
day  the  Grangers,  for  the  chief 
never  incurred  1  his  expence.  They 
cleaned  the  roads ;  the  cabins  were 
fwept  ;  benches  were  arranged  in 
a  large  hall  which  was  on  the  rifing 
ground,  and  befide  the  cabin  of 
the  grand  chief.  His  feat,  which 
was  elevated  above  the  reft,  was 
adorned  with  feathers,  and  paint¬ 
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ed  ;  the  ground  was  covered  with 
large  mats. 

On  the  day  on  which  the  am* 
bafladors  were  to  make  their  entry, 
all,  the  nition  aflembled.  The 
matters  of  the  ceremony  arranged 
the  princes,  the  chiefs  of  the  vil¬ 
lages,  and  the  ancient  chiefs  of 
family,  near  the  grand  chief,  upon 
benches  allotted  for  them.  When 
the  ambaffadors  arrived  within  the 
diftance  of  five  hundred  yards  from 
the  grand  chief,  they  ftopped,  and 
fung  the  fong  of  peace.  The  cm* 
baify  confifted  ufually  of  thirty 
men  and  fix  women.  Six  of  the 
beft  proportioned,  and  having  the 
ftrongeft  voices,  marched  in  front  ; 
they  were  followed  by  the  reft, 
who  likewife  fung,  regulating  the 
cadence  by  the  chichicoua. 

When  the  chief  de.fi red  them  to 
approach,  they  immediately  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  they  who  had  calumets 
fung  and  danced  with  much  agility, 
turning  around  each  other,  and 
fome  times  prefen  ting  themfelves  in. 
front,  but  always  with  violent 
movements,  and  extraordinary  con¬ 
tortions.  When  they  entered  into 
the  circle,  they  danced  around  the 
feat  on  which  the  chief  was  placed  ; 
they  rubbed  him  with  their  caliu 
mets  from  the  feet  to  the  head, 
afterwards  moving  backwards  un¬ 
til  they  rejoined  thofe  of  their 
fuite.  They  then  filled  one  of 
their  calumets  with  tobacco,  and 
holding  fire  in  one  hand  and  the 
pipe  in  the  other,  they  advanced 
together  towards  the  grand  chief, 
and  gave  him  the  pipe  to  fmoke : 
they  pufhed  Te  firft  mouthful  to 
the  fky,  the  fecond  to  the  earth, 
and  the  others  towards  the  horizon ; 
after  which  they  prefented,  with¬ 
out  ceremony,  the  pipe  to  the 
princes  and  the  other  chiefs. 

*  Bb  z  The 
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The  ambafifadors,  in  token  of 
alliance,  came  to  rub  their  hands 
On  the  Gomach  of  the  chief,  rub¬ 
bing  at  the  fame  time  the  whole 
of  their  own  bodies,  and  placed 
their  calumets  before  him  on  fmali 
forks  {tuck  in  the  ground.  The 
ambalTador  who  was  particularly 
charged  with  the  inftruf'tions  of 
his  nation,  delivered  an  harangue 
of  an  hour  in  length.  When  he 
had  finifhed,  a  fignal  was  made  for 
the  Grangers  to  be  feated  on  ben¬ 
ches,  arranged  near  the  chief, 
who  anfwered  them  by  a  fpeech  of 
equal  length.  The  mailer  of  the 
ceremony  then  lighted  the  great 
pipe  of  peace,  and  gave  the  Gran¬ 
gers  to  fmoke,  who  fwallowed  the 
fumes  of  the  tobacco ;  they  were 
afterwards  conducted  to  the  cabin 
fet  apart  for  them,  where  they 
were  regaled. 

In  the  evening  at  fun-fet,  the 
ambalfadors  with  the  pipe  in  their 
hand  came  {inging,  in  fearch  of  the 
grand  chief,  and  taking  him  upon 
their  fhoulders  tranfported  him  to 
the  place  where  their  cabin  Good. 
They  fpread  upon  the  ground  a 
large  Ikin,  on  which  they  invited 
him  to  Gt.  One  of  them  polled 
himfelf  behind,  and  placing  his 


hands  on  the  fhoulders  of  the 
chief,  agitated  his  whole  body, 
whilG  the  reG,  fitting  around  on 
the  earth,  fung  their  warlike  ex¬ 
ploits.  After  this  part  of  the 
ceremony,  which  was  performed 
morning  and  evening  during  four 
days,  the  grand  chief  returned  to 
his  cabin.  When  he  paid  the  laft 
vifit  to  the  ambafiadors,  they 
planted  a  poG,  at  the  foot  of  which 
they  fat.  The  warriors  of  the 
nation,  arrayed  in  their  beG  drefs, 
danced  around  the  poG,  Griking  it 
at  intervals,  and  recounting  one 
after  another  their  deeds  of  valour. 
They  then  made  to  the  ambafiadors 
prefents,  confiGing  of  kettles,  hat¬ 
chets,  fufils,  powder  and  lead  {hot. 

The  day  following  this  laG  ex¬ 
hibition,  it  was  permitted  to  the 
ambafiadors  to  walk  through  the 
village,  an  indulgence  which  was 
not  before  granted :  they  were 
every  night  entertained  with  danc¬ 
ing  :  the  men  and  women  in  their 
beG  attire  afiembled  in  the  fquare, 
and  danced  until  late  in  the  night. 
When  they  were  ready  to  return, 
the  maGers  of  ceremony  fupplied 
them  with  the  necefiary  provifions 
for  the  journey. 
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Account  of  the  Clock  Makers’  Salt- 
Works  in  the  IJland  of  Goza. 

( From  Boisgelm’s  Ancient  and  Mo¬ 
dern  Malta.) 

PORT  Miggiaro  Salt  Works, 
called  the  Clock  Makers’. 
Thefe  fait  works  are  fituated  to 
the  weft  of  the  mountain  Zebuccio 
or  Zebug,  at  the  fartheft  part  of 
a  valley  leading  to  the  fea.  The 
entrance  is  through  a  long  range 
of  rocks  gently  declining  towards 
the  fhore,  and  within  forty  feet  of 
the  level  of  the  water,  when  they 
become  on  a  fudden  entirely  per¬ 
pendicular.  The  making  thefe  fait 
works  was  the  caufe  of  a  pheno¬ 
menon  too  remarkable  to  be  pa  fifed 
over  in  filence. 

Forty  years  fince,  a  Maltcfe 
clock- maker,  who  owned  the 
above-mentioned  rocks,  formed  a 
plan  of  making  falt-works  by  dig¬ 
ging  a  refer  voir,  and  letting  in 
the  fea-water.  He  flattered  him- 
felf  that  the  heat  of  the  fun  would 
caufe  the  water  to  evaporate,  leav¬ 
ing  behind  it  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  fait  not  only  to  indemnify  him 
for  the  expence  he  had  been  at,  but 


\  i 

to  enrich  him  confiderably.  The 
difficulty  was  to  facilitate  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  water,  it  being  forty 
or  fifty  feet  below  the  refer  voir 
made  in  the  rock.  After  a  variety 
of  attempts,  he  at  laft:  difeoyered 
that  there  was  a  grotto  hinder  the 
rock,  which  communicated  with, 
the  fea  he  therefore  immediately 
pierced  the  rock  in  a  perpendicular 
direction,  and  made  an  aperture 
like  the  mouth  of  a  well.  This 
plan  fucceeded  extremely  well ; 
and  he  was  delighted  to  find  that 
the  water  in  the  refervoir  di. 
minifhed  every  day,  which  he  at*, 
tributed  to  the  natural  effed  of  the 
fun  ;  and  he  continued  letting  in 
as  much  water  as  poffible,  in  hopes 
of  increafmg  the  quantiry  of  fait. 
But  his  furprize  was  beyond  de. 
feription  on  perceiving  that  the 
water  was  not  evaporated,  but  ab- 
forbed  by  the  fpongy  rock,  from 
which,  owing  to  filtration,  it  in 
time  returned  to  the  place  from 
which  it  originally  came.  It  was 
feme  time  before  he  made,  this  dis¬ 
covery  ,  which  at  laft  was  owing  to 
his  wifhing  to  colled  the  fait  he 
imagined  to  be  contained  in  the  re¬ 
fervoir,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
*  £  b  3  the 
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the  rock  xvas  entirely  diffolved  by 
the  acid  ofkthe  fah,  and  nothing 
remained  but  a  thick  kind  of  mud. 
The  grief  he  fuffered  from  this 
difappointment,  threw  him  into  a 
long  and  dangerous  illnefs.  On 
the  a,  proach  of  winter,  the  weather 
became  windy  and  the  fea  rough. 
Ore  day  in  particular  a  terrible 
{form  arofe,  and  the  violence  of  the 
wine,  drove  the  raging  waves  into 
the  grovto  ;  where  the  body  of 
water  increafmg  confiderably,  and 
b$ing  confined  in  this  almoft  cir¬ 
cular  fpot,  afted  with  a  rotatory 
motion,  and  formed  a  fvphon  or 
water  fpeut.  There  being  no  paf. 
fage  but  the  well  newly  opened,  it 
forced  its  way  through  with  vio¬ 
lence,  and  appeared  like  a  beautiful 
wheatfheaf  of  water  of  fo  large  a 
circumference  as  to  fill  up  the 
whole  mouth  of  the  well  ;  and 
piling  perfeftly  entire  to  the  height 
of  fixty  feet,  formed  a  magnificent 
agrette.  Its  projeftile  force  was 
fo  great,  that  the  wind  could  not 
aft  upon  it  till  it  had  reached  the 
above-men'ioned  height  ;  when  it 
fuddenly  feparated,  and  the  aqueous 
particles  compofing  this  immenfe 
body  of  water  were  diffufed  over 
the  country  on  all  fides,  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  more  than  a  mile.  This 
\iolent  rain  of  fait  water  deftroyed 
all  vegetation,  and  the  cultivated 
fields,  which  before  had  been  amply 
produftive,  appeared  as  if  they  had 
buffered  from  fire. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  rock,  fuch  an  effeft 
could  not  have  been  produced. 
The  reftUance  of  the  confined  air, 
which  then  had  no  paffage,  would 
have  prevented  the  waters  from 
accumulating,  and  the  wind  from 
being  fii ut  up;  confequently,  the 
air  and  the  waves  would  have  pre. 


ferved  a  juft  equilibrium  ;  but  the 
cavity  in  the  rock  letting  out  the 
air,  deilroyed  this  equilibrium, 
and  the  water  collefted  in  the 
grotto  caufed  the  above  fatal 
event. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood  brought  an  aftion  again  ft. 
the  clock  maker,  and  claimed 
damages  to  a  great  amount,  but 
he  died  before  the  affair  w  s  de. 
cidedo  To  prevent  ano.her  mif- 
fortune  of  the  fame  nature,  they 
flopped  up  the  mouth  of  the  well 
with  large  ftones.  1  his  operation 
occaftoned  another  phenomenon,  as 
extraordinary  as  the  former.  A 
great  quantity  of  air  was  confined 
by  the  waves  in  the  bottom  of  the 
grotto,  which  being  ratified,  re- 
puked  the  water  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence  as  to  caufe  the  moil  terrible 
explofions,  which  not  only  fhook 
the  rock,  but  the  whole  of  the 
neighbourhood.  The  tremendous 

noife  of  thefe  different  explofions 

* 

refounded  through  all  the  grottoes, 
and  refembled  a  d  fcharge  of  ar¬ 
tillery  of  all  ft  zes,  quickly  fuc- 
ceeding  each  orher.  Thefe  founds 
being  conftantly  echoed,  had  the 
effeft  of  the  mofl  violent  peals  of 
thunder, particularly  when  different 
ftorms  met  together.  The  tenor 
was  general  ;  and  conftant  appre- 
henfions  were  entertained  that  the 
rocks  would  be  th.own  down, 
under  which  this  fubterranean 
thunder  never  ceafed  to  roar  when 
the  wind  was  high.  This  horrible 
noife  fl ill  continues  whenever  the 
well  is  filled  up;  but  when  the 
impetuous  waves  confined  in  the 
cavern  have  in  fome  degree  re¬ 
moved  the  ftones  at  the  bottom  of 
the  well,  the  water  afts  with  the 
greateft  violence  upor  them,  break¬ 
ing  them,  reducing  them  to  pow- 
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der,  and  driving  them  back  into 
the  Tea.  The  firft  (Tones  being 
carried  away,  the  others  fall  of 
courfe  ;  and  the  well  once  cleared, 
the  wheatfheaf  of  water  forms 
again,  and  fpreads  defolation 
through  the  adjacent  parts.  In 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  the 
well  has  been  filled  up  three  times, 
and  the  inhabitants  are  in  conftant 
dread  of  a  frefh  explofion. 

^c-nn  «  u  i  —  »  ■  -  •  —  i...  ■-  1..1  i  mu  .  !■»■»  -■ 

Account  of  the  Fig  Tree* 

f  From  the  fame.) 

I  (hall  here  add  fome  particulars 
relative  to  one  of  the  mod  valuable 
trees  with  which  nature  has  en¬ 
riched  the  warmer  climates,  and 
the  propagation  of  which  cannot 
be  too  much  encouraged  :  I  mean 
the  fig-tree,  which  produces  one 
of  the  mildeft,  mod  falutary,  and 
agreeable  fruits.  Figs,  when 
dried  in  the  oven,  furnifh,  with  a 
little  barley  bread,  the  principal 
fuflenance  of  the  numerous  and 
finely  formed  inhabitants  of  the 
iflands  of  the  Archipelago. 

Though  it  is  ufual  to  diilinguifh 
different  fpecies  of  fig-trees,  the 
greateft  part  of  them  can,  in  fadt, 
only  be  confidered  as  varieties. 
I  (hall  here  confine  myfelf  to  treat 
only  of  the  domeftic  fig-tree,  and 
the  wild  fig-tree. 

The  former  of  th efeffcus  fati'va Jls 
a  tree  of  a  middling  height,  branch¬ 
ing  and  bulhy,  but  never  very  large, 
becaufe  it  throws  out  from  the  root 
a  great  number  of  (hoots.  The 
wood  of  it  is  of  a  whitifh  colour, 
foft  and  pithy.  It  is  feldom  ufed 
except  by  lockfmiths  and  armour¬ 
ers,  becaufe,  being  fpongy,  it 
eafily  imbibes  a  great  quantity  of 


oil  and  powder  of  emery,  which 
they  ufe  to  polifh  their  work.  The 
leaves  of  this  tree  are  larger  than 
thofe  of  any  other  fruit  tree  ;  they 
are  rough,  and  of  a  deep  green  co¬ 
lour.  It  is  eflential  to  prune  the 
tree  before  the  fap  is  in  motion ; 
for  when  the  branches  are  cut,  a 
milky  juice,  with  which  they 
abound,  exudes,  and  the  lofs  of 
this  nutritious  liquor  neceffarily 
enfeebles  the  tree.  This  milky 
juice  is  bitter,  acrid,  and  fo  cor- 
rofive,  that  it  will  coagulate  milk 
like  rennet,  diffolve  its  curd-like 
vinegar,  and  when  applied  to  the 
(kin,  penetrate  it,  and  make  in¬ 
delible  marks.  By  this  quality,, 
it  frequently  cures  warts  and  other 
difagreeable  excrelcences. 

The  fig-tree,  differing  in  this 
from  other  fruit  trees,  bears  its 
fruit  on  the  large  branches.  The 
figs  grow  at  the  origin  of  the 
leaves,  without  having  been  pre¬ 
ceded  by  any  apparent  flower, 
which  has  occafioned  doubts  whe* 
ther  the  tree  produces  any.  But 
the  flowers  are  concealed  within 
the  fruit,  on  opening  which,  at  a 
proper  time,  we  may  perceive  in 
the  inflde,  round  the  crown  of  the 
fruit,  the  male  flowers,  which  are 
(lamina  fupported  by  fmall  (lylets  ; 
and  the  female,  which  are  fituate 
near  the  pedicle.  Thefe  flowers 
are  fucceeded  by  fmall  hard  feeds. 

The  fruit  of  the  fig-tree  is 
larger  or  fmaller,  more  or  lefs 
round,  and  varies  in  its  colour, 
according  to  the  different  fpecies 
of  the  tree  on  which  it  is  produced  ; 
but  it  always  approaches  to  the 
figure  of  a  pear.  When  perfe611y 
ripe,  it  is  extremely  foft  and  fuc- 
culent.  INaturalifts  have  enume. 
rated  thirty  varieties  of  the  fig- 
tree  ;  of  which  the  two  that  fuc- 
*  B  b  4  ceed 
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ceed  bell  in  cultivation,  are  thofe 
that  bear  the  figs  univerfally  known 
by  the  name  of  the  round  fig,  and 
the  long  fig .  The  latter  bears 
tnore  fruit ;  the  former  is  the  ear- 
lieft  ;  and  both  are  excellent. 

The  fig-tree  thrives  bell,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  in  light  foils  ;  but  it  alfo 
fucceeds  extremely  well  in  {tony 
grounds ;  and  a  good  afpeft  ren¬ 
ders  its  fruit  more  fweet  and  de¬ 
licious.  This  tree  is  of  a  very 
delicate  temperament,  and  cannot 
withftand  the  froft,  except  when 
covered  with  draw,  or  fheltered  in 
a  green-boufe. 

The  wild  fig-tree  ( caprficus)  re- 
fembles,  in  all  its  parts,  the  do- 
nieftic  fig-tree,  of  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be,  in  fome  meafure,  only 
a  variety  ;  but  it  bears  fruits  that 
ferve  for  caprfication ,  of  which  the 
ancients  have  faid  fo  much,  but 
which  many  learned  men  have 
treated  as  fabulous,  at  lead  ufe- 
lefs  operation. 

This  operation  confilts  in  fuf- 
pending,  in  different  parts  of  a  do- 
meftic  fig-tree,  feveral  wild  figs 
ftrung  on  a  thread.  The  dies  or 
gnats  which  ifiue  from  thefe,  in¬ 
troduce  themfelves  into  the  um¬ 
bilicus  of  the  domeftie  figs,  and  by 
their  punftures  caufe  in  them  a 
fermentation  which  contributes  to 
their  ripening.  A  careful  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  hiftory  of  the  wild 
fig  has  diverted  this  operation  of 
what  ts 'apparently  wonderful  in  it, 
and  demand  rated  its  utility. 

The  wj Id  fig-tree,  or  caprficus , 
known  at  ijVlalta  by  the  name  of 
tolar,  is  the  ornos  of  the  ides  of 
the  Archipelago.'  The  three  kinds 
of  fruit  which  it  bears  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year,  have  names  in  the  Mal- 
tefe language  correfponding  to  thofe 
given  them  by  the  Greeks,  Thus 


the  tokarlconel  in  Maltefe  anfwers 
to  the  fornites  of  the  Greeks,  the 
tokarlanos  to  the  cratirites,  and  the 
tokartayept  to  the  or  hi.  Tokarleonel, 
or  fornites,  are  the  figs  of  autumn, 
which  appear  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gud,  and  continue  till  November 
without  ripening.  In  them  are 
engendered  fmall  worms,  produced 
from  eggs  depofited  by  a  kind  of 
gnats,  which  are  only  found  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  wild  fig- 
trees.  Thefe  worms  are  a  fpecies 
of  very  fmall  ichneumons,  of  a 
fhining  black  colour.  In  the 
months  of  Oflober,  and  November 
having  become  gnats,  they  punc¬ 
ture  the  fecond  fruits  or  tokarlanos, 
the  cratirites  of  the  Greeks,  which 
do  not  appear  till  the  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  which  may  be  called 
winter  figs.  The  autumnal  figs 
fall  foon  after  the  gnats  have  been 
produced,  but  the  winter  figs  re¬ 
main  on  the  tree  till  the  month  of 
May  following,  and  contain  the 
eggs  which  have  been  depofited  by 
the  gnats  of  the  autumnal  figs.  In 
the  month  of  May,  the  tokartayept , 
or  omi,  which  may  be  called  the 
fpring  figs,  begin  to  appear.  When 
they  have  attained  a  certain  fize, 
and  their  eye  begins  to  open,  they 
are  pierced  in  that  part  by  the 
gnats  produced  in  the  winter  figs  ; 
though  this  is  fometimes  not  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  gnats  to  introduce 
themfelves  into  the  fig,  as  they 
are  able  to  make  a  paflage  through 
the  leaves  that  clofe  the  umbilicus. 
This  opening,  made  by  the  tw© 
teeth  with  which  the  heads  of  thefe 
little  ichneumons  are  armed,  after¬ 
wards  clofes,  and  the  eye  of  the  fig 
does  not  again  open  till  three  c;' 
four  days  before  the  gnats  ilfue 
from  the  fruit.  The  fkin  of  the 
wild  fig  is  rteek,  fmooth,  $nd  of  3 
'  ‘deep 
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cLeep  green  :  no  pundure  of  the  in¬ 
fers  is  difeernible  on  the  external 
furface.  When  near  maturity  they 
grow  foft,  and  become  yellow i(h. 
On  opening  them*  we  find  their 
interior  conftrudion  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  domeftic  fig,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  leaves  are  in  the  upper  part, 
neareft  to  the  umbilicus,  the  {la¬ 
mina  next,  and  then  follow  the 
feeds,  which  are  a  kind  of  kernels 
filled  with  fmall  grains,  and  which 
occupy  the  greateft  fpace. 

The  wild  figs,  whatever  may  be 
their  degree  of  maturity,  have  no 
fweet  and  lufeious  liquor ;  their 
infide  is  always  dry  and  farina¬ 
ceous.  When  they  are  become 
nearly  as  large  as  nuts,  the  gnats 
make  their  entrance  by  the  um¬ 
bilicus,  and  depofit  in  them  their 
eggs ;  roving  at  firft  about  the  in- 
iide.  All  thofe  which  thefe  in¬ 
fects  neglecl  to  enter  in  this  man¬ 
ner  languifh,  their  kernels  will  not 
grow,  and  at  length  they  become 
dry  and  fhri  veiled,  and  fall  off 
without  ripening.  Thofe,  on  the 
contrary,  that  are  fecundated  by 
the  pun dt ure  of  the  gnats,  vifibly 
increafe  in  fize,  and  the  feeds, 
which  are  larger  than  in  the  do¬ 
meftic  fig,  foon  fill  the  w hole  in¬ 
fide  of  the  fruit. 

Every  kernel  of  the  fig  is  the 
habitation  ©f  a  gnat  ;  and  if  the 
integument  ®f  the  feed  in  which 
thefe  infeds  are  inclofed  be  opened 
at  a  proper  time,  they  will  come 
put,  and  after  having  dried  their 
wings  in  the  fun  for  a  few  minutes 
•fly  away.  On  examining  thefe 
kernels  before  the  fig  is  perfectly 
ripe,  wc  difeover  on  their  furface, 
with  the  aid  of  a  ftrong  magnifier, 
fomc  fmall  browm  fpots,  impercep¬ 
tible  to  the  naked  eye  ;  and  after 
jiaving  detached  the  upper  part 
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with  very  fine  feiflars,  we  perceive 
fome  living  particles ,  that  is  to  fay, 
well  formed  nymphs .  As  foon  as 
the  fmall  worms  are  difclofed,  they 
pierce  the  yet  tender  membrane  of 
the  feed,  feed  on  the  kernel  it  con¬ 
tains,  and  remain  there  as  in  a  ha¬ 
bitation  very  convenient  for  their 
metamorphofis.  Thefe  worms  are 
never  found  roving  in  the  infide  of 
the  figs,  but  after  having  thus 
lived  a  certain  time  under  this  form, 
they  are  metamorphofed  into  gnats, 
having  a  longer  auger  in  the  hinder 
part  of  their  bodies. 

Thefe  infeds,  from  their  retired 
fituation,  and  their  extreme  mi- 
nutenefs,  it  would  feem  muft  be 
exempt  from  enemies  ;  they  have, 
however,  two  which  are  very 
formidable  to  them.  One  is  a 
fmall  ichneumon,  of  a  cinnamon 
colour,  with  a  very  long'auger  ; 
and  the  other  an  infed  with  a  fcaly 
head  and  corflet :  its  hinder  part  is 
formed  like  a  tail  annexed  to  the 
corflet  ;  and  its  head,  which  only 
adheres  to  the  body  by  a  very 
fmall  ligature,  is  armed  with  two 
teeth.  Thefe  likewife  have  their 
lodgment  in  the  kernels  of  the  fig, 
like  the  other  gnats.  The  latter 
fpecies  does  not  appear  to  be  in¬ 
tended  to  fly  ;  it  leaves  the  eye  of 
the  fig,  without  becoming  a  winged 
infed. 

This  account  of  the  wild  fig^ 
tree  and  the  gnats  which  take  up 
their  abode  in  it,  appears  to  be 
fufficient.  1  fliall  now  proceed  t© 
point  out  the  fpecies  of  domeftic 
fig-trees,  to  the  frudification  of 
which  the  wild  fig-tree  is  advan¬ 
tageous  by  caprification. 

There  are  feven  or  eight  differ* 
ent  fpecies  of  fig-trees  at  Malta, 
but  caprification  is  only  ufed  for 
two  of  them. 


The 
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The  firft  gives  two  gatherings 
in  the  year,  one  in  June,  when  the 
figs  which  do  not  ripen  till  the 
latter  end  of  the  month  are  fuccu- 
lent  and  larger  than  in  France ; 
she  other  in  Auguft,  when  the 
figs  gathered  daring  the  whole 
ecurfe  of  the  month  are  lefs  deli¬ 
cate  and  fraaller.  The  earlier  ones 
do  not  require,  like  the  latter,  to 
be  caprificated. 

The  feeond  fpecies,  the  fame 
with  that  which  is  fo  fruitful  in 
the  illes  of  the  Archipelago,  bears 
only  once  a  year :  the  figs  are 
final!,  of  a  whitifh  colour,  and 
fweet,  without  much  take. 

But  whence  arifes  the  necefSty  of 
caprifi eating  thefe  two  fpecies  of 
fig-trees  more  particularly  than 
tire  others  ?  It  is  certain  that  the 
tree  of  the  firft  fpecies  which  has 
produced  a  great  quantity  of  large 
and  fucculent  figs,  is,  fo  to  fpeak, 
eahaufted,  and  has  not  ffrength  to 
furnifh  fufEcient  nourifhment  to  the 
feeond  figs,  which  begin  to  appear 
at  the  time  when  the,  firft  are  ripe  ; 
conic quently  thefe  feeond  figs,  not 
receiving  the  nutritious  juice  ne- 
eeffaiy  to  them,  will  fall  before 
they  are  ripe  ;  and  this  incon¬ 
venience  can  only  be  remedied  by 
caprification.  The  introduction  of 
the  gnats  caufes  a  fermentation  in 
them  which  accelerates  their  ripen¬ 
ing,  in  the  fame  manner  as  worm- 
eaten  fruits  always  ripen  before 
thofe  that  are  found.  Hence  the 
figs  which  would  be  two  months 
before  they  would  be  ripe,  will  be 
fit  to  eat  three  weeks  earlier  ;  and 
when  the  time  of  their  fall  is  ar¬ 
rived,  the  quantity  will  be  much 
greater.  Many  individuals  do  not 
caprificate  their  feeond  figs,  to 
avoid  fatiguing  their  trees  ;  far 
experience  has  (hewn,  that  the 


crop  of  firft  figs  is  ufually  bad  in 
the  year  following  caprification, 
bec&ufe  the  fig-tree  has  been  forced 
to  notirifh  too  great  a  quantity  of 
fruit  in  the  fame  year. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  are 
the  reafons  for  the  caprification  of 
the  feeond  fpecies  of  figs.  They 
are  the  fame  as  in  the  former  cafe, 
though  the  objeCi  of  the  operation 
is  different.  I  have  already  men. 
tioned  the  quantity  of  fruit  which 
this  tree  bears  :  it  is  fuch  that 
frequently  the  branches  cannot  be  • 
feen  on  account  of  the  figs  with 
which  they  are  loaded.  When 
the  caprification  of  this  kind  of 
fig-tree  is  Regle&ed,  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  fruit  falls  before  it 
ripens,  beeaufe  the  tree  is  over¬ 
loaded  with  it.  The  difference  of 
the  produce  of  a  caprificated  tree 
from  that  of  another  which  has 
not  undergone  this  operation,  is 
immenfe  ;  fince  a  fig-tree  which 
would  fcarcely  yield  twenty- five 
pounds  of  figs  that  fhould  be  ripe 
and  proper  for  drying,  will,  in 
confequence  of  this  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment,  produce  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  pounds. 

It  is  to  be  oblerved  that  the  figs 
which  are  not  caprificated  arti¬ 
ficially,  but  only  by  the  accidental 
removal  of  the  gnats  from  one  fig- 
tree  to  another,  are  much  preferable 
to  the  others  ;  whence  it  is  that  the 
figs  of  Provence,  where  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  caprification  is  unknown, 
notwithftanding  the  fame  fpecies  of 
fig-tree  is  cultivated  there  as  at 
Malta  and  in  the  Levant,  are  much 
fuperior  to  the  dried  figs  of  the 
Archipelago.  It  is  alfo  to  be  re¬ 
marked  that  the  heat  of  the  fun 
which  is  fufficient  to  dry  the  figs 
that  have  not  been  caprificated, 
is  not  fo  for  thofe  that  have  under. 

gone 
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gone  this  operation.  They  muft 
be  dried  in  the  oven,  which  gives 
them  a  difagreealfle  tafle,  but  is 
neceffary  to  deftroy  the  infedis  they 
contain. 

Capnhca'ion  by  the  fufpenfion 
of  wild  figs,  though  moll  in  ufe, 
is  not,  however,  the  only  method 
employed  to  haften  the  maturity  of 
figs.  If  by  chance  the  peafants  of 
the  Levant,  who  know  with  won- 
derful  exafitnefs  the  precious  mo¬ 
ment  for  caprification,  differ  it  o 
elapfe,  they  have  r  courfe  to  an 
expedient  which  frequently  f.ic- 
ceeds.  It  confilis  ;n  fpreading 
over,  the  domeftic  figs  the  flowers 
of  a  plant  which  they  call  afcolimhos 
or  JkolimoS)  and  in  which  are  fome- 
ti-nes  found  gnats  that  will  pierce 
tfie  figs;  or  p  rhaps  the  gnats  of 
the  wild  figs  feek  their  food  in 
thefe  flowers.  This  caprification, 
when  it  fucceeds,  completely  fup- 
plies  the  place,  in  the  eff  61  it  pro. 
d  ices,  of  that  which  had  been  ne¬ 
glected. 

Some  persons  have  alfo  employed 
with  lucc.fs  another  method  for 
^aliening  the  m  turiry  of  figs  with¬ 
out  depriving  them  of  any  part  of 
their  good  qualities,  by  putting 
with  a  pencil  a  little  olive  oil  on 
the  eye  of  the  fig,  or  pricking  it 
with  an  oiled  feather  or  ft  raw. 

This  fruit,  fo  falutary  and  ufe,. 
ful,  becaufe  it  makes  a  parr  of  the 
food  of  the  people  among  whom  it 
is  produced  in  abundance,  becomes 
dangerous  when  it  has  qot  acquired 
a  perfect  maturity  ;  which  is 
known  by  its  Hill  containing  a 
milky  liquor  in  i  s  pedic  e  an<4 
fk in.  It  then  caufes  dy ferneries 
and  fevers.  Water  is  the  bquor 
moil  proper  to  dilute  the  pulp  ot 
figs  in  the  ftomach,  and  to  remedy 
a  certain  inconvenient  vifcofny  of 
the  faliva.  As  to  dried  figs,  they 
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are  efteemed  petfloral  and  emol¬ 
lient. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  tQ 
refute  an  error  too  commonly  re¬ 
ceived,  •viz.  that  the  wild  fig-tree 
is  the  male  of  the  donwfttc  fig- 
tree.  Pontedera,  who  conceived 
this  idea,  fuppofes  that  the  former 
furnifhes  the  farina,  or  dull  of  the 
ftamina,  neceffary  to  fecundate  the 
fruits  of  the  latter ;  and  that  the 
gntrs  are  the  hearers  of  this  duft, 
which  they  depofit  in  the  figs  into 
which  thev  introduce  themfeives. 
But  had  he  attentively  confid  red 
the  gna.s  when  they  firftcome  out 
of  ,he  wi  d  fig,  he  would  havefeen 
that  they  are,  indeed,  then  covered 
w;,h  a  white  dult,  detived  in  part 
from  the  ftamina  hrouj^h  which 
they  have  made  their  way,  and 
from  the  infide  of  the  fig,  which  is 
farinaceous  ;  by  continuing  his  ob- 
feryations,  he  would  alfo  have  per¬ 
ceived  that  immediately  on  their 
leaving  the  fig  they  employ  fix 
or  feven  minutes  in  drying  their 
wings  in  the  fun,  and  tn  dTengag- 
ing  them  from  'he  dull  wi.h  which 
they  are  incumbered ;  and  that 
when  they  take  tfuir  flight,  not 
the  flighted  vellige  ol  th  s  duit  re¬ 
mains,  , bur  that  they  are  of  a  finn¬ 
ing  black  colour  when  they  make 
their  way  lino  the  domeftic  figsc 
This  faCt  entirely  fuover  s  the 
principle  on  which  (his  obferver 
and  his  panifans  appear  to  nave 
f  unded  their  fyiteiu  of  fecun¬ 
dation. 


Account  of  I 'feds  that  prey  upon 
ft  her.  By  ike  Rev.  VVm.  Kirby . 

( rrom  Hunter  s  GHrgical EJfi  s  ) 

No  part  of  the  economy  of  this 
terre  trial  g  obe  is  more  womhy  of 
adnurauon,  or  lurnuhes  a  w  der 
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field  for  inquiry,  than  the  methods 
1 w  which  all  that  vaft  variety  of 
fobftances,  animal  and  vegetable, 
which  are  produced  from  the  earth, 
are  kept  within  their  proper  bounds, 
and  when  life  is  departed  from  them 
are  reduced  to  duft  ;  fo  that  a  due 
harmony  of  parts  is  prefer ved,  the 
relative  proportion  of  individuals 
accurately  adjufted  to  the  wants 
and  general  good  of  the  fyftem  ; 
and  thofe  fubftances  which  have  a 
tendency  to  deform  or  injure  it, 
are  in  due  time  removed  out  of  the 
way,  and  made  to  contribute  under 
another  form  to  its  fupport. 

Not  to  mention  man,  and  the 
various  fpecies  of  quadrupeds, 
birds,  fifties,  reptiles,  and  worms, 
which  prey  on  animal  and  vege¬ 
table  life ;  inferis,  although  very 
diminutive,  are  very  powerful  in- 
fh' aments  in  the  hands  of  the  great 
Difpofer  of  events,  to  promote, 
fometimes  indeed  by  partial  evil, 
the  wood  of  the  whole.  To  them 
it  is  given  in  charge  not  only  to 
prey  on  living  fubftances,  but  alfo 
to  haft  en  the  diffolution  and  decom- 
pofirion  oi  thofe  that  are  dying  or 
dead.  Or  thefe  none  feem  to  have 
a  more  arduous  talk  ’affigned  them 
than  thofe  whofe  office  it  is  to  bring 
on,  or  accelerate  the  decay  of  the 
gia*}t  inhabitants  of  the  foreft. 
Numerous  fpecies  of  in  feels,  and 
in  various  ways,  labour  in  this  de¬ 
partment.  Some  attack  living 
trees,  others  thofe  that  are  dead. 
Some  depofit  their  eggs  in  them, 
that  when  hatched,  their  larva 
may  feed  upon  the  wood  ;  while 
others  feek  only  a  place  well  fhel- 
tered  from  wet,  cold,  birds,  or 
other  infedls,  for  the  habitation  of 
their  young.  Again,  fome  prey 
tipon  the  founded  timber/,  while 
others  make  no  attempt  upon  it 


till  it  begins  to  decay:  but  alt 
contribute,  in  one  way  or  other, 
to  the  fame  end  ;  one  taking  up 
the  office,  where  another  ref  gns  : 
till  that  which  from  its  bulk  and 
folidity  appeared  calculated  to  laft 
as  long  as  the  earth  that  gave  it 
birth,  by  the  fucceffive  efforts  of 
various  kinds  of  infedfs,  is  re¬ 
duced  in  no  very  long  time  to  its 
original  duft.  So  powerful  are  the 
effects  produced  by  inftruments 
which  we  too  often  overlook  or 

To  particularize  fome  of  the  fpe¬ 
cies  employed  in  this  work,  and 
to  point  out  what  trees  they  attack 
either  for  food  or  to  fecure  a  fhei- 
tered  fttuation  for  their  offspring, 
may  not  be  unentertaining,  or  al¬ 
together  ufelefs.  I  fhall  therefore 
mention  a  few'  of  the  individuals  of 
each  of  the  Linnean  claffes,  omit¬ 
ting  Hemiptera  and  Neuroptera,  of 
which  I  recolledd  no  fpecies  that 
feed  or  nidificate  in  wood  ;  re- 
ferving  the  Coleoptera,  which 
clafs  fends  forth  the  mod  numerous 
bands  of  thefe  minute  pioneers  of 
nature,  to  the  laft  ;  and  concluding 
the  whole  with  a  fhort  hiftory  of 
the  Cerambyx  violaceus  of  Lin¬ 
naeus. 

Among  the  Lepidopterous  in¬ 
fers,  the  larva  of  the  Phalama 
Bombyx  Coffus  is  known  to  attain 
its  great  iize  by  feeding  upon  the 
willow,  and  ether  kinds  of  wood 
when  in  a  decaying  date.  The 
fame  tree  affords  nourifnment,  as 
we  learn  from  Mr.  Lewin,  to  the 
fphinx  crabronifonnis ;  as  does  the 
poplar  to  the  fphinx  apiformis, 
and  vefpiformis.  The  infeeds  of 
the  hymenoptera  clafs  bring  on  the 
decay  of  ligneous  fubftances  in  va¬ 
rious  ways.  The  nefts  and  cells 
of  many  of  the  genuine  vefpa?  are 
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made  of  a  kind  of  paper  formed  of 
the  filaments  of  wood.  I  have 
often  been  highly  amufed  by  fee¬ 
ing  the  common  wafp,  which, 
though  a  mifchievous,  is  at  the 
fame  time  a  very  ingenious  animal, 
employed  in  fcraping  gate-polls 
with  her  ilrong  maxillae,  to  colled 
materials  fior  this  purpofe  ;  a  fight 
which  Reaumur  informs  us  it  was 
long  before  he  could  enjoy.  The 
hornet  frequently  perforates  hollow 
trunks  to  build  her  paper  metro¬ 
polis  in  a  fheltered  fituation.  The 
leaf-cutter  bees,  of  which  there  are 
feveral  fpecies,  all  confounded  under 
the  common  name  of  A.  centuncu- 
laris,  in  order  to  place  their  cen- 
tunculi  of  curious  conftrudion,  in 
perfed  fecurity,  make  their  way 
into  the  body  of  various  trees. 
One  fpecies  feleds  the  willow  for 
this  purpofe,  another  the  oak  or 
elm  indifferently.  Apis  maxillofa 
nidificates  in  polls  and  rails.  Apis 
violacea,  as  we  learn  from  R  eaumur, 
conllruds  curious  cells  for  its 
young,  of  feveral  ftories,  in  the 
fupports  of  efpalier  trees.  Apis 
furcata  makes  fimilar  ceils  in  de¬ 
caying  wood.  Many  other  in- 
feds  of  this  clafs,  particularly 
fpheges,  and  illegitimate  vefpa?, 
emerge  from  cylindrical  holes  in 
trees  and  polls,  in  which  they  were 
nourifhed  in  their  larva  flate. 

Of  dipterous  infeds,  the  tipula 
pedinicornis,  fingular  for  the 
branching  antenna;  of  the  male, 
and  many  other  fpecies  of  that  ge¬ 
nus,  in  their  larva  Hate,  inhabit 
putrelcent  wood  :  and  a  numerous 
army  oi  the  onifcus  afellus,  to 
name  no  other  infed  in  the  aptera 
clafs,  is  generally  to  be  met  with 
in  thofe  parts  of  decaying  trees, 
under  the  bark,  which  are  deferred 
by  other  infeds  ;  upon  which. 
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from  its  fawdull-Iike  excrement, 
it  appears  to  feed. 

Having  gone  over  the  other 
claffes,  it  remains  that  we  mention 
the  devourers  ®f  wood  among.fi  the 
coleoptera.  Foremoil  in  the  ranks 
comes  the  gigantic  lucanus  cervus, 
whofe  larva  feeds  upon  the  decay¬ 
ing  wood  of  the  oak  and  the  elm. 
In  the  latter  is  alfo  found  the  lu¬ 
canus  inermis.  The  afh  affords 
nourifhment  both  to  lucanus  pare!- 
lelipipedus  and  L.  cylindricus.fSca- 
rabaeus  cylindricus  of  Linn  a*  us, 
but  Rarely  a  true  lucanus.)  The 
feveral  fpecies  of  the  genus  ips 
(boftnchus  fab.j  feed  upon  timber 
between  the  bark  and  the  wood, 
upon  the  Surface  of  which  they 
ufually  trace  in  feeding,  what 
Linn  mu  s  calls  pinnated  hbryintbs, 
in  which  a  number  of  lateral  lines, 
nearly  parallel  with  each  other, 
form  right  angles  on  each  fide, 
with  a  central  one :  and  thus  the 
bark  is  finally  feparated  from  the 
wood.  Moll  trees,  I  imagine, 
have  a  particular  fpecies  of  this 
genus .  affigned  to  them.  Thus 
ips  piniperdus  attacks  the  fir; 
ips  fcolyrus,  the  e)m.  Ips  niger, 
ips  gryfeus,  ips  rufefcens,  and,  I 
believe,  ips  nebulofus,  undertake 
the  barking  of  the  afh .  Ips  fufcus, 
and  probably  more  fpecies,  feed 
upon  the  oak.  Even  fh rubs  do  not 
efcape,  for  whyn  or  furze  {ulex 
Europmus)  is  preyed  upon  by  the 
minute  ips  rhododaftylus,  which 
I  have  frequently  taken  coming 
out  of  the  larger  flicks  of  a  dead 
whin  fence  in  my  own  garden. 
Next  to  thefe  come  the  prim  ;  fe¬ 
veral  fpecies  of  which  are  found  in 
wood.  I  meet  with  ptinus  tefei- 
latus  in  the  willow,  and  I  believe 
it  will  attack  deal,  or  any  foft 
wood.  It  is  one  of  thofe  infeeds 

that 
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that  is  called  the  death  watch,  from 
a  certain  found  which  it  makes  at  re¬ 
gular  intervals  refembling  the  click¬ 
ing  of  a  watch,  which  the  vulgar 
fuperTitioufly  imagine  forebodes 
the  death  of  fome  pcrfon  in  thehoufe 
in  which  it  is  heard.  The  ptines 
pedinicornis  a  To,  and  ptinuscylin- 
dricus,  feed  in  the  Time  tree. 
But  of  all  the  fpecies  of  this  ge¬ 
nus,  ptinus  pertinax  is  the  moT  mif- 
ehievous  ;  any  kind  of  wood  that 
begins  to  have  a  tendency  to  decay 
it  attacks  without  mercy.  I  fpeak 
this  from  experience,  having  a 
chamber  in  my  houfe,  the  floor  of 
which  is  quite  filled  and  perforated 
in  every  di  red  ion  by  this  dell  mo¬ 
tive  little  infed  ;  and  my  walnut- 
tree  chairs  it  has  nearly  reduced  to 
the  fame  Tate  that  Linnasus  ob- 
ferves  it  has  done  his. 

AmongT  the  curcul  ones,  the 
late  ingenious  Mr  Curtis  has  in¬ 
formed  us,  that  curculiones  lapathi 
feeds  upon  the  willow  curculio- 
nes  lignarius  preys  upon  the  trunk 
of  putrid  elms  ;  and  curculiones 
atraraent arias  I  have  found,  in  all 
its  Tates,  in  old  rails  under  bark. 
There  is  one  infed,  which  although 
not  yet  aifeovered  in  England, 
ought  not  to  be  palled  over,  as  its 
hiTory  furnilhes  q.  Triking  proof 
how  ufeful  the  Tgdy  cf  natural 
hiTory  may  be  made,  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  economics  ;  the  infed  I 
allude  to  is  the  cantharis  navalis 
of  Linnaeus.  Dr.  Smith,  the 
liberal  poffeffbr  of  the  Linnaean 
treafures,  informs  me,  from  the 
Iter  WeTrogothicum,  that  the  oak 
timber  in  the  royal  dock-yards  in 
Sweden  being  obferved  to  have  fuf- 
fered  conf.derahle  injury  from  fome 
unknown  animal,  Linnaeus  was  de¬ 
sired  by  his  Swedifh  MajeTy  to 
Sfcace  out  the  caufe*  and  point  out 


fome  remedy  which  might  prevent 
the  farther  prog  ref-  of  fo  alarmii  g 
an  evil.  Upon  inquiry,  he  dif- 
covered  that  the  mifehief  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  thus  cantharis,  and  he 
recommend*  d  that  the  timber  fhould 
be  immerfed  in  water  durng  the 
ufual  time  of  this  infed’s  appear¬ 
ance.  This  advice  was  purfued, 
and  the  clock-yard  timber  received 
no  farther  injury. 

We  have  fo  few  fpecies  of  the 
genus  bupreTis  in  England,  and 
thofe  that  we  have  are  fo  feldom 
met  with,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if 
the  habitation  of  their  larva?  is  not 
commonly  known  ;  both  De  Geer 
and  Geoffroy,  however,  are  of 
opinion  that  they  are  inhabitants 
ol  wood.  But  the  timber- mer¬ 
chant  and  the  builder  have  no 
greater  enemies  than  the  genuine 
cerambyces,  under  which  genus  I 
would,  with  De  Geer,  include 
thofe  only  which  have  reniform 
or  lunar  eyes,  excluding  curculiores 
curfor,  lamed,  meridianus,  inquifL 
tor,  &c.  and  taking  in  leptura  alni, 
arcuati,  arietis,  myftica,  prsuTa, 
&c.  of  Linnaeus.  Thefe  infeds, 
as  far  at  leaT  as  we  are  acquainted 
with  them,  not  only  devour  the 
furface  of  the  wood  that  lies  under 
the  bark,  but  penetrate  deep  and 
in  all  diredions  into  the  folid  tim¬ 
ber.  What  havock  muT  the  lar¬ 
va?  of  fo  large  an  infed  as  ceram- 
byx  coryarius  make  in  an  oak  tree  ! 
I  have  taken  the  pupa  of  cerambyx 
arcuatus  out  of  the  heart  of  a  folid 
piece  of  the  fame  timber,  which 
had  been  perforated  by  that  infed 
in  all  diredions.  Once  in  the 
height  of  fummer,  when  the  mid¬ 
day  fun  thone  out  warm,  I  was 
very  much  entertained  with  feeing 
feveral  of  thefe  fine  infeds  fly 
down  upon  a  pollard  oak  that  had 

been 
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been  felled,  and  the  bark  left  upon 
it,  and  run  all  over  it  with  great 
velocity,  feeking,  it  is  probable, 
a  place  proper  for  depofiting  their 
eggs. 

Amongft  the  cerambyces  of  this 
country,  the  ingenious  Mr.  Dono¬ 
van,  in  his  elegant  work  upon 
Eritifh  infers,  has  figured  ceram- 
bycus  violaceus,  and  informs  us 
that  it  probably  feeds  upon  the  fir, 
but  at  the  fame  time  expreffes  a 
flrong  fufpicion  that  this  beautiful 
infeft  is  not  originally  Englifh. 
How  far  this  may  be  true  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  inquire;  1  fhall 
only  obferve,  that  it  is  now  be¬ 
come  but  too  common,  at  lead  in 
one  fpot,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London,  as  will  appear  from  thofe 
circumftances  of  its  hiftory  which 
I  am  going  to  relate. 

My  friend  and  relation,  Mr. 
James  Trimmer,  of  Old  Brent¬ 
ford,  an  attentive  obferver  of  na¬ 
ture,  more  particularly  of  the 
economy  and  habits  of  infefts,  and 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  much 
curious  and  interefting  information 
in  this  branch  of  fcience,  fome 
time  ago  wrote  to  inform  me  that 
he  had  found  this  infect  in  its  three 
dates  in  fir. timber,  and  accom¬ 
panied  this  intelligence  with  many 
ingenious  remarks.  Expefting  him 
jfoon  to  vifit  me  at  Barham,  in  my 
anfwer  I  requefted  him  to  bring 
with  him  fome  of  its  larvae  and 
pupae,  and  alfo  fome  pieces  of  the 
wood  upon  which  they  had  been 
feeding  ;  at  the  fame  time  I  defired 
him  to  continue  obferving  their 
motions.  What  follows  relative 
to  the  hiftory  of  this  cerambyx  is 
chiefly  compiled  from  his  com¬ 
munications,  which  I  thought  too 
interefting  to  be  loft.  The  fir  in 
which  Mr,  Trimmer  full  found 
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this  infeft  was  of  Englifh  growth, 
of  ,the  fpruce  kind,  which  had  not. 
been  felled  many  years,  and  had 
originally  grown  near  the  fpot  on 
which  the  building  was  erefted,  in 
which  it  was  employed  :  it  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  attacked 
more  than  two  years  when  Mr. 
Trimmer  made  his  obfervation ; 
and  it  fufFered  moft  in  1798,  when 
the  larvte  had  multiplied  lb  much, 
and  been  fo  extremely  voracious, 
as  to  have  left  very  little  food  for 
another  year.  Some  Scotch  fir,  in 
an  adjacent  building,  had  alfo  been 
attacked  by  them.  Nor  does  this 
infeft  fo  entirely  confine  itfelf  to 
fir  as  never  to  attack  any  other 
kind  of  wood  ;  for  when  the  image? 
find  came  forth  in  confiderable 
quantities,  Mr.  Trimmer  tookfe- 
vera],  and  placed  them  upon  fome 
pieces  of  fir  which  'were  under 
cover :  but  what  feems  remarkable, 
the  infefts  quitted  thefe,  and  went 
and  depofked  their  eggs  in  fome 
pieces  of  apple,  pear,  cherry,  and 
plum,  which  had  been  felefted  for 
turning,  and  were  piled  up  in  the 
open  air.  * 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
this  deftruftive  little  animal  at¬ 
tacks  only  fuch  timber  as  has  not 
been  {hipped  of  its  bark  ;  a  cir~ 
cumftance  which  ought  to  be  known 
and  attended  to  by  all  perfons  who 
have  any  concern  with  this  article  ; 
for  the  bark  is  a  temptation,  not 
only  to  the  infeft  in  queftion,  but 
alfo  to  a  numerous  tribe  both  of 
this  and  other  genera  ;  and  a  great 
deal  of  the  injury  which  is  done  to 
timber  would  be  prevented,  if  other 
trees,  befides  the  oak,  were  barked 
as  foon  as  they  were  felled.  The 
principal  danger,  however,  arifes 
from  neglefting  this  precaution 
with  refpeft  to  fuch  timber  as  is 
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uied  in  buildings,  efpecially  in 
thofe  places  that  are  acceflible  to 
infefts,  for  in  this  cafe  it  will  not 
laft  out  half  its  time. 

But  t»  proceed  with  our  hif- 
tory  :  the  female  of  this  infeft  is 
furniftied  with  a  flat,  retraftible 
tube,  or  rather  aculeus,  which  flic 
inferts,  it  fliould  feem,  (for  Mr. 
Trimmer  was  never  fo  fortunate 
as  to  fee  this  operation  performed,} 
between  the  bark  and  the  wood  to 
the  depth  of  about  a  quarter  of  an 
inch,  and  there  fne  depofits  her 
egg,  iince  not  more  than  one  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  laid  in  one  place.  By 
Gripping  off  the  bark  it  is  eafy  to 
trace  the  whole  progrefs  of  the 
larva  from  the  fpot  where  it  was 
newly  hatched,  to  that  where  it 
attained  its  full  fize.  At  firfl:  it 
proceeds  onwards,  but  in  a  ferpen- 
tine  direction,  Ailing  the  fpace 
which  it  leaves  behind  with  its 
excrement,  refembling  fuw-duft, 
and  fo  flopping  all  ingrefs  to  ene¬ 
mies  without  ;  but  when  it  has  ar¬ 
rived  at  its  utmoft  dimenfions,  it 
does  not  confine  itfelf  to  one  di¬ 
rection,  but  works  in  a  kind  of 
labyrinth,  eating  backwards  and 
forwards,  which  gives  the  wood 
wader  the  bark  a  very  irregular 
furface  ;  by  this  means  its  paths 
are  of  conflderable  width.  I,ts  at¬ 
tacks  are  not  confined  to  the  folid 
timber,  but  in  its  progrefs  it  eats 
away  an  equal  portion  of  the  bark. 
The  bed  of  thofe  paths  where  it 
has  been  at  work,  exhibits,  when 
clofely  examined,  a  curious  ap¬ 
pearance,  occafioned  by  the  ero- 
fions  of  its  maxillae,  which  exca¬ 
vate  an  infinity  of  little  ramified 
channels.  When  the  infeft  is 
about  to  a{Tu me  the  pupa,  it  bores 
down  obliquely  into  the  folid  wood, 
to  the  depth  fometimes  of  three 


inches,  feldom  if  ever  lefs  than 
two.  Thefe  holes  are  nearly  femi- 
cylindrical,  expreffing  exaftly  the: 
form  of  the  grub.  One  would 
wondef  how  fo  fmall,  and  feem- 
ingly  fo  weak  an  animal,  could 
have  flrength  to  excavate  fo  deep 
a  mine  :  but  when  we  fee  its  max¬ 
illa?,  our  wonder  ceafes ;  thefe  are 
large,  thick,  and  folid  feftions  of 
a  cone  divided  longitudinally, 
which,  in  the  aft  of  maflication, 
apply  to  each  other  the  whole  of 
the  interior  plane  furface,  fo  that 
they  grind  the  food  of  the  infeft 
like  a  pair  of  mill-flones.  Early 
in  March  all  the  larvae,  except 
fome  fickly  ones,  were  obferved 
to  have  entered  the  wood  in  this 
manner  ;  fome  began  fo  foon  as 
Oftober.  At  the  place  in  the  b^rk 
oppolite  to  this  hole  the  imago 
gnaws  its  way  out  of  its  prifon, 
when  it  makes  its  appearance, 
which  took  place  firfl  on  the  20th 
of  May,  and  continued  till  about 
the  20th  of  June;  it  returns  by 
the  fame  paflage  which  the  larva 
had  excavated  previous  to  affirming 
the  pupa.  Mr.  Trimmer  thinks 
that  thefe  infefts  fly  only  during 
the  night,  as  m  the  day-time  he 
always  found  them  ftanding  upon 
the  piece  of  wood  from  which  they 
had  been  difclofed.  The  cafe  is 
different  with  cerambyx  arcuatus, 
which,  as  I  obferved  before,  flies 
at  mid-day  :  but  perhaps  this  cir- 
cumftance  may  depend  much  upon 
the  date  of  the  atmofphere,  or  the 
hour  of  the  day  :  for  many  infefts 
have  their  certain  hours  for  flying  ; 
a  Angular  inftance  of  which  I  had 
once  an  opportunity  of  witnefflng. 
In  the  beginning  of  July,  1793, 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
as  I  was  palling  through  a  meadow, 
I  was  furpnfed  with  the  appearance 
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of  what  at  fird  Teemed  to  me  to  be 
myriads  of  flees  flying  about  the 
hedges  and  trees ;  but  upon  taking 
Tome  of  them,  they  proved  to  be 
Scarabseus  argenteus  (melolontha 
argexithea  fab.);  upon  my  return 
through  the  fame  field,  a  little  after 
noon,  I  was  aflonifhed  to  find  that 
of  this  infinite  holt  of  infers  not  a 
Tingle  one  was  to  be  feen,  ' 

I  have  now  communicated  tail 
the  obfervations  which  Mr.  Trim¬ 
mer  made  with  refpedl  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  infedf;  thefe  I  hope 
will  not  be  thought  unworthy  of 
the  attention  of  the  public,  fince 
they  furnifh  an  ufeful  iefl'on  in  eco¬ 
nomics,  and  fupply  an  additional 
proof  of  the  utility  of  the  fludy  of 
Natural  Hiftory,  and  to  what  good 
purpofes  it  may  be  directed . 


Natural  Hiftory  ef  the  Land  Sala¬ 
mander „ 

( By  the  Count  de  la  (J$fede.J 

It  would  appear  that  the  more 
remote  the  objects  of  human  cu- 
rioflty  are,  the  more  man  delights 
in  attributing  to  them  wonderful 
qualities,  or  at  lead  in  exaggerat¬ 
ing  thofe,  which  beings  feldom 
thoroughly  known,  in  reality  pof- 
fefs.  The  imagination,  as  one 
may  fay,  from  time  to  time,  re¬ 
quires  to  be  ftimulated  with  won¬ 
ders  ;  man  whites  to  give  full  cope 
to  his  belief,  and  he  thinks  he 
does  not  enjoy,  it  with  fuffieient 
freedom  when  he  fubjefts  it  to  the 
laws  of  reafon  ;  he  imagines  that 
to  ufe  it  he  mud  carry  it  to  the 
greated  exeefs,  and  does  not  con- 
Tider  himfeifas  really  mader  of  it, 


unlefs  when  he  capricioufly  refufes 
it  to  truth,  or  grants  it  to  accounts 
of  the  mod  chimerical  beings, 
Man  cannot  exercife  this  empire  of 
fantafy  but  when  the  light  of  truth 
■fhines  from  a  didance  upon  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  this  arbitrary  belief;  but 
when  fpace,  time,  or  their  nature 
feparate  them  from  us  ;  and  for 
this  reafon,  among  all  cl  a  lies  of 
animals,  there  is  perhaps  none 
which  has  given  rife  to  more  fables 
than  that  of  lizards.  We  have 
feen  properties  as  ahfurd  as  imagi¬ 
nary  afcribed  to  feveval  fpecies  of 
oviparous  quadrupeds;  but  human 
imagination  feems  to  have  fur- 
pa  fled  itfelf  in  the  fal  a  inlander, 
which  has  been  thought  to  be  en- 
dowed  with  the  mod  marvellous 
qualities.  Whilft  the  harded  bo¬ 
dies  cannot  refld  the  violence  of 
fire,  the  world  have  endeavoured 
to  make  us  believe  that  a  fmall  li¬ 
zard  can  not  only,  withftand  the 
flames,  but  even  extingutfh  them. 
As  agreeable  fables  readily  gain 
belief,  every  one  has  been  eager  to 
adopt  that  of  a  fmall  animal,  fo 
highly  privileged,  fo  fuperior  to 
the  mod  powerful  agent  in  nature, 
and  which  could  furnifh  fo  many 
objects  of  eomparifon  to  poetry, 
fo  many  pretty  emblems  to  love,, 
and  fo  many  brilliant  devices  to 
valour*  The  ancients  believed  this 
property  of  the  falamander,  wifh- 
ing  that  its  origin  might  be  as  fur-  • 
prifmg  as  its  power  ;  and  being 
defirous  of  realifing,  the  ingenious 
fibfions  of  the  poets,  they  have 
pretended  that  it  owes  its  exidence 
to  the  pured  of  elements,  which 
cannot  confume  it,  and  they  have 
called  it  the  daughter  of  fire  *, 
giving  it  however  a  body  of  ice. 


*  Conrad  Gefner  de  quadrupedlbus  ovipavis,  de  falamandra,  p«  79, 

Vol.  XLVI.  or  Vol.  IV*  New  Series,  *  C  c 
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The  moderns  have  followed  the  ri¬ 
diculous  tales  of  the  ancients,  and 
as  it  is  difficult  to  Hod  when  one 

i 

has  pa  fled  the  bounds  of  probability, 
fome  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  think 
that  the  moft  violent  fire  could  be 
extinguished  by  the  land  falaman- 
der.  Quacks  fold  this  final]  lizard, 
affirming',  that  when  thrown  into 
the  greateft  conflagration,  it  would 
check  its  prog-refs.  It  was  very 
neceflary  that  philofophers  and  na- 
turalifts  fhould  take  the  trouble  to 
prove,  by  fads,  what  reafon  alone 
misht  have  demonft rated  ;  and  it 

O  t  ; 

was  not  till  after  the  light  of  fci- 
ence  was  diffufed  abroad,  that  the 
World  gave  over  believing  in  this 
wonderful  property  of  the  falaman- 
der. 

This  lizard,  which  is  found  in 
fo  many  countries  ol  the  ancient. 
World,  and  even  in  very  high  lati¬ 
tudes,  has  been,  however,  very 
little  noticed,  becaufe  it  is  feldom 
feen  out  of  its  hole,  and  becaufe 
for  a  long  time  it  has  h  fpired  much 
terror.  Even  Ariftotle  fpeaks  of 
it  as  of  an  animal  "’with  which  he 
Was  fcarcely  acquainted. 

It  is  eafy  to  diftinguifh  this  li¬ 
zard  from  all  others,  by  the  par¬ 
ticular  conformation  oi  its  fore  feet, 
which  have  only  tour  toes,  while 
thofe  behind  have  five.  One  of 
the  largefl;  of  this  fpecies,  prefefved 
in  the  king’s  cabinet,  is  feven 
inches  five  lines  in  length,  from 
the  end  of  the  muzzle  to  the  root 
of  the  tail,  which  is  three  inches 
eight  lines.  The  Ikin  does  not 
appear  to  be  covered  with  fcales, 
but  it  is  furnifhed  with  a  number 
of  excrefcences,  like  teats,  con¬ 
taining  a  great  many  holes,  feveral 
of  which  may  be  very  plainly  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  naked  eye,  and 


through  which  a  kind  of  milk 
oozes,  that  generally  fpreads  itfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  atranf- 
parent  coat  of  varnifh  above  the 
Ikin  of  this  oviparous  quadruped, 
naturally  dry. 

The  eyes  of  the  falamander  are 
placed  in  the  upper  part  of  the  head, 
which  is  a  little  flatted  ;  their  or¬ 
bit  projedls  into  the  interior  part 
of  the  palate,  and  is  there  almofi: 
furrounded  by  a  row  of  very  fmall 
teeth,  like  thofe  in  the  jaw  bones: 
thefe  teeth  eflablifh  a  near  relation 
between  lizards  and  fifties ;  many 
fpecies  of  which  have  alfo  feveral 
teeth  placed  in  the  bottpm  of  the 
mouth. 

The  colour  of  this  lizard  is  very 
dark  ;  upon  the  belly  it  has  a  bluifn. 
caft,  intermixed  with  pretty  large 
irregular  yellow  fpots,  which  ex¬ 
tend  over  the  whole  body,  and  even 
to  the  feet  and  eye-lids ;  fome  of 
thefe  fpots  are  befprinkled  with 
fmall  black  fpecks  ;  and  thofe 
which  are  upon  the  back  often 
touch,  without  interruption,  and 
form  two  long  vellow  bands. 
From  the  figure  of  thefe  fpots,  the 
falamander  has  got  the  name  of 
Jiellio ,  as  well  as  the  green  lizard, 
or  real  flelli©  ;  and  the  geckotte, 
or  laccrta  mnuritanicn .  1  he  colour 

of  the  land  falamander  mull,  how¬ 
ever,  be  fubjedl  to  vary  ;  and  it 
appears  that  fome  are  found  in  the 
marfliy  forefis  of  Germany,  which 
are  quite  black  above  and  yellow 
below.  To  this  variety  we  mull 
refer  the  black  falamander,  found 
by  Mr.  Laurenti,  in  the  Alps, 
which  he  confidered  as  a  diftinft 
fpecies,  and  which  appeared  to  me 
to  have  too  near  a  refemblance  to 
the  common  falamander  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  it  *. 


#  Salamandra  alra  Laurenti  Specimen  Meditum.  Vienna?,  1768,  p.  179. 
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The  tail,  which  is  almoft  cylin¬ 
drical,  appears  to  be  feparated  into 
different  divifions,  by  circular 
tings  compofed  of  a  very  foft  fub- 
fiance. 

The  land  falamander  has  no  ribs 
* — neither  have  frogs,  to  which  it 
has  a  great  refeinblanee  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  form  of  the  anterior  part  of 
its  body.  When  touched,  it  fud- 
denly  covers  itfelf  with  that  kind 
of  coat  of  which  we  have  fpoken, 
and  it  can  alfo  very  rapidly  change 
its  fkin  from  a  Hate  of  humidity 
to  a  date  of  drynefs.  The  milk 
which  iffues  from  the  fmall  holes 
in  its  furface  is  very  acrid  $  when 
put  upon  the  the  tongue, ■  one  feels 
as  it  were  a  kind  of  fear  at  the 
part  which  it  touches.  This  milk, 
which  is  confidered  as  an  excellent 
fubflance  for  taking  off  hair,  has 
fome  refeinblanee  to  that  which  dif- 
tils  from  thofe  plants  called  efula 
and  euphorbium.  When  the  fala- 
mander  is  cradled,  or  when  it  is 
only  preffed,  it  exhales  a  bad  fmell, 
which  is  peculiar  to  it. 

Land  falamanders  are  fond  of 
cold  damp  places,  thick  fhades, 
tufted  woods,  or  high  mountains, 
and  the  banks  of  dreams  that  fun 
through  meadows  ;  they  fometimes 
fetire  in  great  numbers  to  hollow- 
trees,  hedges,  and  below  old  rot- 
ten  dumps  ;  and  they  pafs  the  win¬ 
ter  in  places  of  high  latitude,  in  a 
kind  of  burrows,  wheic  they  are 
found  colle&ed,  feveral  of  them 
joined  and  twifted  together.  The 
falamander  being  cfeflirute  of  claw's, 
having  only  four  toes  on  each  of 
the  fore  feet,  and  no  advantage  of 
conformation  making  up  its  de¬ 
ficiencies,  its  manner  of  living 
mud,  as  is  indeed  the  cafe,  be  very 
different  from  that  of  other  1L 
iwrds*  It  walks  very  dowdy  ; 


*  5S7 

far  from  being  able  to  climb  trees 
with  rapidity,  it  often  appears  to' 
drag  itfelf  with  great  difficulty 
along  the  furface  of  the  earth.  It 
feldom  goes  far  from  the  place  of 
fhelter  which  it  has  fixed  on  ;  it 
paffes  its  life  under  the  ear  ih,  often  at 
the  bottom  of  old  walls  during  dim¬ 
mer  ;  it  dreads  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
which  would  dry  it,- and  it  is  com¬ 
mon  only  when  rain  is  about  to  fall, 
that  it  comes  forth  from  its  fecret 
afylum,  as  if  by  a  kind  of  neceffity, 
to  bathe  itfelf,  and  to  imbibe  an 
element  to  which  it  is  analogous; 
Perhaps  it  finds  then  with  greateft 
facility  thofe  infefts  on  which  it 
feeds.  It  lives  upon  flies,  beetles, 
fnails,  and  earth  worms ;  when  it 
repofes,  it  rolls  up  its  body  in  fe~ 
ve'ral  folds  like  ferpenfs.  It  can 
remain  fome  time  in  the  water 
without  danger,  and  it  calls  a  very- 
thin  pellicle  of  a  greenifh  grey  co¬ 
lour.  Salamanders  have  even  been 
kept  more  than  fix  months  in  the 
water  of  a  well,  without  giving 
them  any  food ;  care  only  was 
taken  to'  change  the  water  often. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  every 
time  a  land  falamander  is  plunged 
into  the  water,  it  attempts  to  raife 
its  noflrils  above  the  furface,  as  if 
to  feek  for  air,  which  is  a  new 
proof  of  the  need  that  all  ovipa¬ 
rous  quadrupeds  to  breathe,  during 
the  time  they  are  not  ift  a  (late  of 
torpor.  The  land  falamander  has 
apparently  no  ears,  and  in  this  it 
refembles  ferpents.  It  has  even 
been  pretended  that  it  does  not 
hear,  and  on  this  account  it  has 
got  the  name  of  J'ourd ,  in  fome 
provinces  of  Prance  This  is  very 
probable,  as  it  has  never  been 
heard  to  utter  any  cry,-  and  filence 
in  general  if  coupled  with  deaf- 
nefs. 

*  C  c  2  Having 
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Ha  ving  then  perhaps  one fenfe 
lefs  than  other  animals,  and  being 
deprived  of  the  faculty  of  commu¬ 
nicating  its  fenfations  to  thofe  of 
the  fame  fpecies,  even  by  imperfefl 
founds,  it  muft  be  reduced  to  a 
much  inferior  degree  of  inftindl  ; 
it  is  therefore  very  ffiupid,  and  not 
bold  as  has  been  reported  ;  it  does 
not  brave  danger,  as  is  pretended, 
but  it  does  nor  perceive  it. 

Whatever  geftures  one  makes  to 
frighten  it,  it  always  advances 
without  turning  a  fide  ;  however, 
as  no  animal  is  deprived  of  that 
fentiment  neceffary  for  its  prefer- 
yarion,  it  fuddenly  comprepTes  its 
St  in,  as  is  fa  id,  when  tormented, 
and  fpurts  forth  upon  thofe  who 
attack  it  that  corrofive  milk  which 
is  under  it.  If  beat,  it  begins  to 
raife  its  tail  ;  afterwards  it  be* 
comes  motionless,  as  if  ftunned  by 
a  kind  of  paralytic  (broke,  for  we 
rauft  not,  with  fome  naturalifts, 
aferibe  to  an  animal  f  >  devoid  of 
inftindl,  fo  much  art  and  cunning: 
as  to  counterfeit  death.  In  fhort,. 
it  is  difficult  to  kill  it ;  but  when 
dipped  in  vinegar,  or  furrounded 
with  fait  reduced  to  powder,  it  ex¬ 
pires  in  convulfions,  as  is  the  cafe 
with  feveral  other  lizards  and 
Worms. 

It  feems  one  cannot  allow  a 
being  a  chimerical  quality,  with¬ 
out  refufing  it  at  the  fame  time  a 
real  property.  The  cold  falaman- 
der  has  been  confidered  as  an  ani¬ 
mal  endued  with  the  miraculous 
power  of  refilling  and  even  of  ex- 
tingutfhing  fire,  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  has  been  debafed  as  much  as 
elevated  by  this  Singular  property. 
It  has  been  made  the  moil  fatal  of 
animals;  the  ancients,  and  even 
Pliny,  have  devoted  it  to  a  kind 
of  anathema,  by  affirming  that  its 


poifon  is  the  mod  dangerous  of  all. 
They  have  written,  that  in  feeding 
with  its  poifon  almoffi  all  the  ve¬ 
getables  of  a  large  country,  it 
mipht  caufe  the  deftrudlion  of 

O 

whole  nations.  The  moderns  alfo 
for  a  long  time  believed  the  fala- 
mander  to  be  very  poifonous  ; 
they  have  faid  that  its  bite  is  mor¬ 
tal,  like  that  of  the  viper  ;  they 
have  fought  out  and  preferibed  re¬ 
medies  for  it  ;  but  they  have  at 
leng  th  had  recourfe  to  obfervations 
by  which  they  ought  to  have  be¬ 
gun.  The  famous  Bacon  wifhed 
naturalifts  would  endeavour  to  as¬ 
certain  the  truth  refpedting  the 
poifon  of  the  falamander.  Gefner 
proved  by  experiments,  that  it  did 
not  bite,  whatever  means  were 
ufed  to  iritate  it,  and  Wurfbainus 
(hewed  that  it  might  fafelv  be 
touched,  and  that  one  might  with¬ 
out  danger  drink  the  water  of 
thofe  wells  which  it  inhabited. 
Mr.  de  Maupertuis  (ludied  alfo  the 
nature  of  this  lizard.  In  making 
refearches  to  difeover  what  might 
be  its  pretended  poifon,  he  demon- 
ftrated  experimentally,  that  fire 
a<fted  upon  the  falamander  in  the 
fame  manner  as  upon  all  other  ani¬ 
mals.  He  remarked,  that  it  was 
fcarcely  upon  the  (ire,  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  covered  with  the  drops 
of  its  milk,  which,  rarified  by  the 
heat,  iffiued  through  all  the  pores 
of  its  (kin,  but  in  greater  quantity 
from  the  head  and  dugs,  and  that 
it  immediately  became  hara.  It 
is  needlefs  to  fay,  that  this  milk 
is  not  fufficiently  abundant  to  ex- 
tinguifh  even  the  fmalleft  ftre. 

Mr.  de  Maupertuis,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  experiments,  in  vain  irri¬ 
tated  feveral  falamanders,  none  of 
them  ever  opened  its  mouth;  he 
was  obliged  to  open  it  by  force. 


*  NATURAL 

As  the  teeth  of  this  lizard  are 
very  fmall,  ir  was  vey  difficult  to 
fnd  an  animal  with  a  Ikin  fuf- 
liciently  fine  to  be  penetrated  by 
them:  he  tried  without  fuccefs  to 
force  them  into  the  flefh  of  a 
chicken  dripped  of  its  feathers  ;  he 
in  vain  pteifed  them  againft  the 
ikin,  they  were  difplaced,  but 
they  could  not  enter.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  made  a  falamander  bite  the 
thigh  of  a  chicken,  after  he  had 
taken  off  a  fmall  part  of  the  Ikin. 
He  made  falamanders  newly  caught, 
bite  alfo  the  tongue  and  lips  of  a 
dog,  as  well  as  the  tongue  of  a 
turkey,  but  none  of  thefe  animals 
received  the  lead  injury.  Mr.de 
Maupertuis  afterwaids  made  a  dog 
and  a  turkey  fwallow  falamanders 
whole,  or  cut  into  pieces,  and  yet 
neither  of  them  appeared  to  be  fen- 
fibie  of  the  lead  uneadnefs. 

Mr.  Laurent!  fince  made  experi¬ 
ments  with  the  fame  view  ;  he 
forced  grey  iizards  to  fwallow  the 
milk  proceeding  from  the  fal  inlan¬ 
der,  and  they  died  very  fuddenly. 
The  milk,  therefore,  of  the  fa-1  a  - 
mancjer  taken  internally,  may  hurt, 
and  even  be  fatal  to  certain  ani¬ 
mals,  efpecially  thofe  which  are 
fmall,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
hurtful  to  large  animals. 

It  was  long  be'ieved  that  the  fa¬ 
lamander  was  of  no  fex,  and  that 
each  individual  had  the  power  of 
engendering  its  like,  as  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  worms.  This  is  not  the 
mod  abfurd  fable,  which  has  been 
imagined  with  refpeft  to  the  faia- 
manderj  but  if  the  manner  in 
which  they  come  into  the  world  is 
not  fo  marvellous  as  has  been  writ¬ 
ten,  it  is  remarkable  in  this,  that 
it  differs  from  that  in  which  all 
other  lizards  are  brought  forth,  as 
it  is  analogous  to  that  in  which 
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the  chaldde  and  the  feps,  as  well  as 
vipers,  and  feyeral  kinds  of  ferpents 
are  produced.  On  this  account  the 
falamander  merits  the  attention  of 
naturaiids,  much  more  than  on  the 
taife  and  brilliant  reputation  which 
it  has  To  long  enjoyed.  Mm  de 
Maupertuis,  haying  opened  fome 
falamanders,  found  eggs  in  them, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fome  vOung 
per’cftly  formed  ;  the  eggs  were 
divided  into  two  long  bunches  like 
grapes,  and  the  young  were  en- 
clofedTn  two  tranfparent  bags; 
they  were, equally  well  formed  as 
the  old  ones,  and  much  more  ac- 
tive.  The  falamander  therefore 
brings  forth  young  from  an  egg 
hatched  in  its  belly,  as  the  viper. 
Bur  fome  have  written,  that,  like 
the  aquatic  fal  rnander,  it  lays  el¬ 
liptic  eggs,  from"  which  are  hatched 
young  falamanders,  under  the  form 
of  tadpoles.  We  have  often  veri¬ 
fied  tire  firft  fa  ft,  which  has  been 
well  known  dor  fome  time,  but  we 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
proving  the  fecond.  It  would  be 
matter  of  fome  importance  to  af- 
certam  that  the  fame  quadruped 
produces  its  yo  mg  in  fome  rnea- 
fure  two  differ  nt  ways  ;  that  there 
are  eggs  which  the  female  lavs, 
and  others,  the  foetus  of  which 
comes  forth  in  the  belly  of  the  fa- 
lam  a  rider,  to  remain  afterwards  en- 
clofed  with  other  foetufes  in  a  kind 
of  tranfparent  membrane,  until  the 
moment  in  which  it  is  brought  into 
the  world.  Were  this  the  cafe,  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  diifeft  fala¬ 
manders  at  different  periods  very 
near  one  another  :  from  the  time  off 
their  coupling  until  that  when  they 
bring  forth  their  young ;  one 
might  carefully  trace  the  fucceffive 
increafe  of  the  young  till  they  were 
perfectly  formed,  and  compare 
*  C  c  3  then* 
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them  with  the  growth  of  thofe 
which  are  hatched  from  the  egg, 
out  of  the  mother’s  belly,  &c. 
However  this  may  be,  the  female 
falamander  brings  forth  young  per¬ 
fectly  formed,  and  her  fecundity  is 
very  great ;  naturalifts  have  long 
written,  that  {he  has  forty  or  fifty 
at  one  time,  and  Mr.  de  Ma.uper- 
tuis  found  42  young  ones  in  the 
body  of  a  female  falamander,  and 
54  in  another. 

The  young  falamanders  are  ge¬ 
nerally  of  a  black  colour,  almoft 
without  fpots,  and  this  colour  they 
preferve  fometimes  during  their 
whole  lives  in  certain  countries, 
where  they  have  been  taken  for  a 
diftinft  fpecies,  as  we  have  faid. 
Mr.  Tumberg  has  given,  in  the 
memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Swe¬ 
den,  the  defcription  of  a  lizard, 
which  he  calls  the  Japanefe  lizard, 
find  which  appears  not  to  differ 
from  our  falamander,  but  in  the 
arrangement  of  its  colours.  This 
animal  is  almoft  black,  with  feve- 
ral  whitifh  and  irregular  fpots,  both 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  body, 
and  below  the  paws ;  on  the  back 
there  is  a  ftripe  of  ditty  white, 
which  becomes  narrower  to  the 

V  *  ■  "  * 


point  of  the  tail.  This  whitifh 
ftripe  is  interfperfed  with  very 
fmail  fpecks  which  form  the  diftin- 
guifhing  charaCferiftic  of  our  land 
falamander.  We  are  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that  we  may  confider 
this  Japanefe  lizard,  defcnbed  by 
Mr.  Tumberg,  as  a  variety  of  the 
fpecies  of  our  land  falamander, 
modified  a  little,  perhaps,  by  the 
climate  of  Japan.  It  is  in  the 
largeftifland  of  that  empire,  named 
Nipbon,  that  this  variety  is  found. 
It  inhabits  the  mountains  there  and 
rocky  places,  which  indicates  that 
its  nature  is  like  that  of  our  land 
falamander,  and  confirms  our  con¬ 
jectures  refpeCting  the  identity  of 
the  fpecies  of  thefe  two  animals. 
The  Japanefe  attribute  to  it  the 
fame  properties  with  which  the 
fcinque  has  been  long  thought  to 
be  endowed,  and  which  in  Europe 
have  been  attributed  alfo  to  the 
fiat-tailed  falamander ;  they  con¬ 
fider  it  as  a  powerful  ftimulant  and 
a  very  aCIive  remedy,  and  on  this 
account,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Jedo,  a  number  of  thefe  Japanefe 
falamanders  may  be  feen  dried, 
hanging  from  the  ceiling  of  the 
in  ops. 
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Lift  of  Tatetiis  for  1804, 

OHN  Slater,  of  Huddersfield, 
in  rhe  county  of  York,  fur. 
geon  ;  for  his  new  invented  imr 
proved  method  of  manufacturing 
and  fabricating  of  cables,  fhrouds, 
days,  and  other  articles  for  the 
rigging  of  fh ips ,  of  materials 
never  before  ufed  for  that  purpofe. 
Dated  January  19,  1804. 

George  Alderfon,  of  Carnaby 
Street,  in  the  parifh  of  Saint  James, 
Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  lead  pipe  manufacturer ; 
for  his  new  invented  manufacture 
of  metal  pipes,  the  fame  being 
lead,  lined  with  tin,  in*a  manner 
and  by  a  procefs  entirely  new,  to 
be  ufed  in  all  cafes  to  which  lead 
pipes  are  applicable.  Dated  Jan¬ 
uary  2  6,  1804. 

Edward  Thompfon,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  in  the  county  of  War¬ 
wick,  button,  and  toy  manufac¬ 
turer  ;  for  an  improved  method  of 
making  pikes.  Dated  February 
7,  1  804. 

Marcus  Hymans,  of  Exeter 
Street,  Co  vent  Garden,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex  ;  for  a  com- 
pofition  for  (having,  without  the 


ufe  of  razor,  foap,  or  water* 
Dated  February  7,  1804, 

William  Hyde  Wollafton,  of 
BuckinghamStreet,Fitzroy  Square, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  genv 
tleman ;  for  an  improvement  in 
fpertacles,  by  the  application  af 
concave  convex  glaffes  to  them. 
Dated  February  j,  1804, 

Thomas  Pafmore,  of  Doncafter, 
in  the  county  of  York,  machine 
maker;  for  an  improved  machine 
for  chopping  of  it  raw,  and  for 
fplitting  beans,  crufhing  oats,  and 
grinding  malt  and  barley.  Dated 
February  7,  1  804. 

Thomas  E  own  tree,  of  Great 
Surry -road,  in  the  parifh  of  Chrid 
Church,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
engine  maker ;  for  a  machine,  on 
an  improved.  conftrurtion,  for  agi¬ 
tating  and  feparating  certain  mix¬ 
tures.  Dated  March  25,  1804. 

Jofiah  Crane,  and  Richard 
March,  of  Barnftaple,  in  the  county 
of  Devon,  hollers;  for  a  method 
of  double  Teaming  and  uniting  the 
infifies  of  (locking  net- work,  to¬ 
gether,  o  as  to  confolidate  and 
make  it  one  compart  and  elafiic 
body,  for  cutting  into  any  lhapc 
required,  and  converting  into  all 
*  C  e  4  Of 
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or  any  of  the  articles  in  hofiery, 
or  other  garments  or  wearing. ap¬ 
parel,  to  be  worn  double,  Dated 
May  I,  1804. 

Nathaniel  Merriman,  of  Crut- 
died  Friars,  in  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  tin  manufacturer  ;  for  a  Hove, 
grate,  or  range,  upon  an  improved 
conttruCtion  of  which  is  likewife 
applicable  to  thofe  already  in  ufe, 
for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  away 
foul  air  from  churches,  chapels, 
and  all  other  places  of  public  re¬ 
fort,  as  well  as  houfes,  buildings, 
and  rooms,  of  every  defcription. 
Dated  May  8,  1804. 

John  Swift  Saxelhye,  of  the 
town  of  Derby,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  white  lead  maker;  for  a 
method  of  making  white  lead  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  methods  now 
prafiifed  or  ufod,  and  without  the 
aid  of  horfe  litter,  or  tanner's 
bark,  or  either  of  them.  Dated 
May  14,  1S04. 

Jofevh  Mozely  Elliot,  of  the 
parirh  of  Saint  Mary-k  -bone,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  watch 
maker;  for  a  method  of  making- 
repeaters,  or  repeating  watches 
and  chronometers.  Dated  May 
14,  1804. 

Robert  Browne,  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Nottingham,  lace 
manufacturer ;  for  a  machine  to 
affix  or  attach  to  horizontal  work, 
or  Vandyke  knitting  frames,  for 
the  purpofe  of  manufacturing,  by 
a  more  fimple,  neat,  and  expedi¬ 
tious  met  od,  lace  or  net  work  of 
various  figures  and  qualities,  with 
thread,  filk,  cotton,  worded,  or 
other  marerals  produced  from  ani¬ 
mal,  vegetable,  or  mineral  fub- 
fiances.  Dated  May  14,  1804. 

Thomas  Dobbs,  ot  King’s  Nor¬ 
ton,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter, 
Hreraitt ;  for  a  new  article  of 


trade,  which  he  denominates,  H4 
bion  metal,  and  which  he  applies  to 
the  making  of  citterns,  linings  for 
citterns,  coverings  and  gutters  lor 
buildings,  boilers,  vats,  coffin 
furniture,  worms  lor  diftillers,  and 
fuch  other  things  as  require  to  be 
made  flexible,  a  wholefome,  or  a 
cheap  metallic  fubftance.  Dated 
May  14,  1804, 

jofnua  Jovvett,  of  High  HoL 
born,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
ironmonger  ;  lor  a  lire  guard  Itove, 
Dated  May  18,  1804. 

John  Peter  Barthelemy,  of  Mar- 
fhail  Street,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  ftay  maker,  and  James 
Stonbridge,  of  O.d  Bond  Street, 
in  the  fa i cl  county  of  Middltlex, 
hatter ;  for  a  fhield  or  protection 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  human 
body,  againft  fword,  bayonet,  or 
pike,  as  alfo  being  prc«f  againtt 
a  mulkef-ball  at  a  moderate  dif- 
tance.  Dated  May  18,  1804. 

Jofeph  Burrell,  of  Thetford,  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  iron  foun¬ 
der ;  for  an  improved  threfhing 
machine.  Dated  May  18,  1804® 

Frederick  Albert  Winfor,  of 
Cheapttde,  London,  merchant  ;  for 
an  improved  oven,  ftove,  or  ap¬ 
paratus  for  the  purpofe  of  extract¬ 
ing  inflamable  air,  oii,  pitch,  tar, 
and  acids,  and  reducing  into  coke 
and  charcoal  all  kinds  oi  fuel,  and 
which  is  alfo  applicable  to  various 
other  rueful  purpofes.  Dated  May 
18,  1809. 

George  Simmonds,  of - ; 

foiw  a  method  of  manufacturing 
hats,  bonnets,  and  other  ufelul  ar¬ 
ticles  of  paper.  Dated  May  19, 
1804. 

Samuel  Godwin,  of  AyonciifFe, 
near  Bradford,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  clothier  ;  for  improvements 
upon  machines  for  carding,  (crib- 

ling. 
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ling,  drefling,  and  brulhing  wool 
and  woollen  cloth.  Dated  May 

30,  1804. 

Samuel  Lucas,  of  Sheffield,  in 
the  county  oi  York,  refiner;  lor  a 
method  ot  feparating  the  impuri¬ 
ties  from  crude  or  call  iron,  with¬ 
out  lufing  or  melting  it,  and  of 
rendering  the  fame  malleable,  and 
proper  lor  the  feveral  purpofes  lor 
which  forged  or  rolled  iron  i%  now 
ufed  ;  and  a  To  by  the  fame  method 
of  improving  articles  manufactured 
of  call  iron,  and  thereby  rendering 
call  or  crude  iron  applicable  to  a 
variety  of  new  and  ufeful  purpofes. 
Dated  May  20,  1  Sop. 

John  Por  er,  ol  Lemonville, 
near  Tanderngee,  in  the  county  of 
Armagh,  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  called  Ireland, 
gentleman ;  lor  a  lamp  upon  a  new 
conlf  rudtion.  Dated  May  30, 

J  804.  * 

John  Duncan,  of  Glafgow,  ma¬ 
nufacturer  ;  for  an  improved  me¬ 
thod  or  means  of  tambouring  or 
railing  of  flowers,  figures, ‘or  other 
ornaments  upon  mull  ins,  lawns, 
and  other  cottons,  cloths,  or  Huffs, 
or  of  cloths  or  Huffs  compofed 
partly  of  fi Ik,  cotton,  or  woollen. 
Dated  May  30,  1804. 

John  Heppenllall,  oi  DoncaHer, 
in  the  county  of  York,  machine 
maker  and  engineer  ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  machinery  or  mill  fpin- 
ning,  for  the  fpinning  of  cotton, 
wool,  filk,  hemp,  flax,  fubftitutes 
for  hemp  and  flax,  and  lor  the 
laying  twilling  cord,  linen,  line, 
twine,  and  thread.  Dated  June 
2,  1804. 

Thomas  Jqhnfon,  late  of  Brad¬ 
bury,  but  now  of  Stockport,  in 
the  county  palatine  of  Cheller, 
weaver  ;  for  a  further  addition  and 
improvement  to  a  new  and  im¬ 


proved  method  applicable  to  the 
drefling  of  cotton  warp;  and  alfo 
a  new  and  improved  method,  if 
and  when  the  fame  (hall  be  ufed 
lor  drefling  linen,  filk,  or  woollen 
warps.  Dated  June  2,  1804. 

Arthur  Woolf,  of  Wood  Street, 
Spa  Fields,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
diefex,  engineer ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conftruCtion  of  fleam 
engines.  Dated  June  7,  1804. 

Timothy  Bentley,  of  Lock- 
wood,  in  the  parilh  of  Almond- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  York,  com¬ 
mon  brewer  ;  for  a  method  of  fea- 
foning  new  calks,  and  purifying 
mu  fly  ones,  in  a  it  vie  far  fuperior 
to  any  other.  Dated  June  19, 

1  804. 

Lyon  Pyke,  of  No.  8,  CoL 
chetter  Street,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  pencil  maker  ;  for  im¬ 
provements  on  pencils,  which  he 
intends  to  denominate  (t  Fykes 
patent  improved  pencils d'  Dated 
June  20,  1804.  / 

Edward  Martin,  of  Morriflon, 
in  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  gen¬ 
tleman  ;  ^or  a  method  of  making 
pig  and  cafl  iron,  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion,  from  iron  Hone,  iron  mine, 
and  iron  ore,  and  of  remelting, 
preparing  and  refining  of  pig  and 
cafl  iron  of  every  fort,  and  for  the 
making  of  fuels  pig  and  cafl  into 
wrought  or  bar  iron,  by  uling  raw 
Hone,  coal,  and  culm,  to  be  worked 
in  an  entire  new  manner.  Dated 
Jane  20,  1  S04. 

William  Hawkes,  the  younger, 
of  Gatefhead,  in  the  county  of 
Durham,  iron  manufacturer ;  for 
fundry  improvements  in  conflrud- 
ing  and  making  chains  for  the  ufe 
of  mines  and  other  purpofes.  Dated 
July  20,  1804. 

John  Browne,  of  the  town  of 
Poole,  in  the  county  of  Dorfet, 

merchant ; 
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merchant ;  for  improvements  in  the 
wheels  of  carriages,  applicable  alfo 
to  windlaffes,  capftans,  and  other 
ufe'ul  purpofes.  Dated  Auguft  4, 
1804. 

William  Pether,  of  the  parifh  of 
Saint  Michael,  in  the  city  of  Brif- 
tol ;  for  certain  methods  on  a  new 
principle,  either  for  preventing  or 
curing  fmokey  chimneys.  Dated 
Auguft  4,  1804. 

William  Warris,  of  Sheffield,  in 
the  county  of  York,  optician  ;  for 
an  improvement  in  the  mounting 
of  glades,  commonly  called  Opera 
glaifes.  Dated  Auguft  4,  1804. 

Edward  Greaves,  of  Sheffield, 
in  the  county  of  York,  razor  ma¬ 
nufacturer  ;  for  improvements  on 
razors.  Dated  Auguft  4,  1804. 

Baker  Chifney,  of  London,  gen¬ 
tleman  ;  tor  a  comtofition  to  be 
ufed  in  walking,  in  order  to  render 
mudins  and  linens  beautifully 
white,  and  for  other  purpofes. 
Dated  September  14,  1804, 

John  By  water,  of  the  town  and 
county  of  Nottingham  ;  for  an 
improved  method  of  clothing  and. 
unclothing  the  fails  of  windmills 
while  in  motion  provided  they  are 
made  after  the  Dutch  manner,  or 
as  the  generality  of  windmill  fails 
are  conftruCied  ;  by  which  the 
mill  may  be  clothed,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  in  an  eafy  and 
expeditious  manner,  by  a  few  re¬ 
volutions  of  the  fails,  whether 
they  are  going  faft  or  dow,  leav¬ 
ing  the  furface  frnooth,  even  and 
regular  in  breadth,  from  top  to 
bottom  :  and  in  like  manner  the 
cloth,  or  any  part  thereof,  may 
be  rollgd  or  folded  up  to  the  whip 
at  pleafure,  by  machinery,  ftmple 
and  durable,  that  may  be  fixed  up 
in  a  few  days,  at  a  comparatively 
ealy  expenfe,  requiring  very  little 


alteration  of  any  part  of  the  miff, 
and  is  equally  applicable  to  any 
old  fails  on  the  common  conft ruc¬ 
tion,  however  warped  or  loofened, 
without  the  neceffity  of  having 
new  cloths.  Dated  September  14, 
1  804. 

John  Gregory  Handcock,  of 
Birmingham,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick,  die  engraver ;  for  a 
method  of  forcing  or  working  the 
bolts  of  preftes  or  of  engines  ;  and 
for  the  purpofe  of  cutting,  prefT- 
ing,  and  fqueezing  of  metals,  horn, 
leather,  paper,  and  other  fub- 
ftances.  Dated  September  14, 
1804. 

Jofeph  Huddart,  of  Highbury 
Terrace,  in  the  parifh  of  I  ding- 

ton,  in  the  county  of  Middffifex, 
Efq.  ;  for  a  mode  or  art  of  ma¬ 
nufacturing  and  fpinning  yarn, 
differing  from  any  fuch  now  in 

ufe.  Dated  September  21,  1804, 

Michael  Scarth,  of  Caftle  Eden, 

in  the  county  of  Durham,  fail- 
cloth  manufacturer  ;  for  a  method* 
of  manufacturing  fail-cloth,  with 
ftngle  or  double  thread  warp,  with¬ 
out  ft  arch,  or  any  fubftitute  for 
ftiffening,  and  without  the  double 
threads  being  twifted  together. 
Dated  September  21,  1804. 

Robert  Raines,  the  younger,  of 
the  town  and  port  of  Huft,  in  the 
county  of  York,  tanner  and  glue 
manufacturer ;  for  a  method  of 
making  and  manufacturing  of  hard 
glue  from  tails,  fins,  and  other 
parts  of  whale-fifh.  Dated  No¬ 
vember  22,  1804. 

Henry  Clay  field,  of  the  city  of 
Briftol,  wine  merchant ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod  of  finding  out  of  certain  pre¬ 
cedes  for  feparating  of  the  alkalies 
of  po.tafh  and  of  foda  from  their 
fulphates  or  combinations  with 
fuiphyr,  as  in  foaper’s  black  afh, 
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and  other  fimilar  compounds.  Dated 
November  22,  1804. 

James  Sharplefs,  of  the  city  of 
Bath,  in  the  county  of  Somcrfet, 
Efq. ;  for  certain  combinations  and 
arrangements  of  implements  and 
mechanical  powers,  and  certain 
principles  and  forms  of  tables  ufe- 
ful  for  furveying,  Dated  No¬ 
vember  24,  1804. 

John  Edwards,  of  Bow  Street, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  cur¬ 
rier  and  harnefs-maker ;  for  im¬ 
provements  in  fire  places,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fave  fuel,  give  a  more 
general  heat,  and  prevent  chimnies 
from  fmoking.  Dated  December 
4,  i8o4; 

Mathew  Gregfon,  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  upholder ;  for  a  method  of 
cleaning  feathers  for  beds,  and 
hair,  wool*  down,  and  other  the 
natural  covering  of  birds  and  ani¬ 
mals,  from  their  animal  oil,  in  the 
jnoft  perfect  manner,  and  in  fuch  a 
way  as  to  render  them  more  health¬ 
ful,  fweet,  and  pleafant  for  ufe. 
Dated  December  4,  1804. 

Stephen  Pafquier,  of  Wilder- 
nefs  row.  Char  ter- houfe  Square, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  pro- 
feffor  of  languages ;  for  his  new 
invented  manufacture,  fyftem,  or 
method  of  writing,  printing  en¬ 
graving,  drawing,  painting,  damp¬ 
ing,  working  and  ufing  certain 
charafters,  figures,  inftruments,  of 
machines,  for  facilitating  corref- 
pondence  and  other  literary  opera¬ 
tions.  Dated  December  19,  1804. 

William  Everhard,  baron  von 
Doorneck,  of  Wells  Street,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  for  certain 
compofitions  formed  by  uniting  an 
abforbent  or  detergent  earth  with 
other  ingredients,  fo  as  to  render 
the  fame  more  effectual  in  wafhing 
or  fcowering,  and  lor  various  pur- 


pofes  to  which  ioaps,  or  detergent 
earths  are  now  applied.  Dated 
December  19,  1804. 

Jofeph  William  Mayer,  of  Soho 
Square,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
fex,  Efq.  ;  for  improvements  upon 
bits  of  bridles.  Dated  December 
19,  1804. 

Samuel  Guppy,  of  the  city  of 
Brifiol,  merchant ;  for  additions 
to  and  improvements  on  machines 
for  cutting,  heading  and  Hnifhing 
nails,  and  the  mode  of  working 
thereof.  Dated  December  ic^ 
1804. 

An  Account  of  the  Origin  of  Sliding 
Keels,  and  the  Advantages  refultm 
ing  from  their  Ufe. 

( From  Grands  Narrative  of  a  Voy~ 
age  of  Difcoverj  to  New  South 
IV ales.) 

The  great  utility  cf  veflels  con- 
flrufted  with  Hiding  keels,  having 
been  fully  proved  in  the  Lady 
Nelfon,  a  veifei  of  lixty  tons  bur¬ 
then,  fent  on  a  voyage  of  difeovery 
to  New  South  Wales,  I  am  in¬ 
duced  to  believe  this  fhort  account 
of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  prefent 
date  of  the  invention  ltfelf,  will 
not  fail  to  give  fatisfa&ion  to  my 
readers,  many  of  whom,  though 
of  the  nautical  profclfion,  may  not 
be  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
their  conftruTion  and  ufe. 

The  Hiding  keels  is  an  improve-* 
ment  in  fnip-building,  for  which 
this  country  is  (and  all  maritime 
Europe  will  hereafter  probably  be,) 
indebted  to  the  {kill, and  ingenuity 
of  Captain  John  Schank,  of  the 
royal  navy,  formerly  one  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  Tranfport 
Board,  This  gentleman,  during 
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the  American  war,  save  evident 

y  O 

proofs  of  his  talent  for  invention 
and  refource  on  the  lakes  of  that 
continent,  and  any  attempt  on  my 
part  to  write  his  eulogy  would  be 
fuperfluous  :  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that 
he  has  always  diftjnguifhed  him- 
felf  as  the  difinterefted  friend  of 
mankind,  and  a  ftncere  well-wilher 
of  his  country. 

It  was  in  America,  during  the 
fatal  conteft  betwixt  the  mother 
country  and  her  colonies,  that 
Captain  Schank  obtained  the  fa¬ 
vour  and  patronage  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  then 
Earl  Percy,  who  was  on  fervice 
there  with  his  regiment.  His 
Grace  had  fo  long  ago  as  that 
period  dlfcovered  a  tafte  for  naval 
architecture,  the  knowledge  of 
which  he  now  poffeftes  in  an  emi¬ 
nent  degree.  It  was  there  in  a 
converfation  on  the  art  ot  (Up¬ 
building,  betwixt  his  Grace  and 
Captain  Schank,  that  the  idea  of 
Jliding  keels  firft  fuggcfted  itfelf  to 
the  latter. 

His  Grace  offer ving,  that  iC  if 
cutters  were  built  much  flatter,  fo 
as  to  go  on  the  furface  and  not 

O 

draw  much  water,  they  would  fail 
fafter,  and  might  ftill  be  enabled  to 
carry  as  much  fail,  and  keep  up  to 
the  wind,  by  having  their  keels 
defcend  to  a  greater  depth  ;  and 
that  the  flat  fide  of  the  keel  when 
pr'efented  to  the  water  would  even 
make  them  able  to  fpread  more 
canvas,  and  hold  the  wind  better, 
than  on  a  conftre&ion  whereby 
they  prefent  only  the  circular  fur- 
face  of  the  body  to  the  water.5' 
Captain  Schank  coincided  in  this 
opinion,  and  obferved,  that  if  this 
deep  keel  was  made  moveable,  and 
to  be  fere  wed  upwards  into  a  trunk 


or  well  formed  within  the  velTel, 
fo  as  that  on  neceffity  they  might 
draw  little  water,  all  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  might  be  obtained. 

Captain  Schank  having  maturely 
con  fid  red  the  principle  thus  fug- 
gefted,  was  fully  convinced  of  its 
ufe  and  practicability,  and  after¬ 
wards  ^viz.  in,  1774)  folicited 
Lord  Percy,  then  at  B  oft  on  in 
New  England,  to  permit  him  to 
build  a  boat  for  his  Lordfhip  upon 
that  conftrublion.  He  did  fo,  and 
it  Was  found  to  anfwer  in  every 
refpeft. 

i 

In  1789  he  built  a  boat  at  Dept¬ 
ford  with  three  Aiding  keels,  and 
in  the  following  year  the  Trial 
cutter  at  Plymouth.  Since  that 
time  Captain  Schank  has  built  a 
number  of  other  vefteis  on  the 
fame  conftruCtiop,  three  of  which 
are  at  this  time  in  the  fervice  of 
Government  :  thefe  are,  the  Trial 
cutter  before  mentioned,  the  Cyn¬ 
thia  (loop  of  war,  and  the  Lady 
Nelfon,  the  fmalieft  of  the  three  ; 
of  the  fuccefsfui  voyage  to  South 
Wales,  in  the  la  ft  of  which,  the 
followum?  (beets  contain  the  narra- 
tion. 

All  thefe  vefteis  have  proved  the 
utility  of  this  conft ruCtion.  Other 
veiTels  might  be  mentioned,  built  on 
the  account  of  private  perfons  with 
the  like  conftruCtion,  which  have 
been  found  to  anfwer  every  ufefui 
purpofe. 

Having  now  given  a  brief  ac¬ 
count  of  the  origin  of  the  inven¬ 
tion  oft  hiding  keels,  I  (hall  lay 
before  my  nautical  and  other  rea¬ 
ders  the  advantages  refulting  front 
their  ufe  ;  and  this  I  am  enabled 
to  do  from  papers  with  which  I 
have  been  favoured  by  Captaii} 
Schank  himfelf. 

That 
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That  gentleman  has  compre¬ 
hended  their  advantages  under  the 
fix  following  heads  : — i .  That  vef- 
fels  thus  conflrudled  will  fail  fafler, 
lfeer  eafier,  and  tack  and  wear 
quicker,  and  in  lefs  room  :  2.  They 
will  carry  more,  and  draw./ldfs 
water :  3.  They  will  ride  more 
eafy  at  an  anchor :  4.  T  hey  will 
take  the  ground  better  :  5.  In  cafe 
of  fhipwreck,  of  fpringing  a  leak, 
or  of  a  fire,  they  are  more  fafe  and 
more  likely  to  be  faved  :  6.  And 
laflly,  that  they  will  anfwer  better 
as  men  of  war,  bombs,  fire-fhips, 
floating  batteries,  gun  boats,  gun 
batteaux,  and  flat-bottomed  boats 
for  landing  troops. 

1.  With  refpeft  to  veflels  fo 
conftrufled  failing  fafter,  he  fays ; 
it  has  ever  been  his  opinion,  that  a 
(hip’s  failing  fail  does  not  fo  much 
depend  upon  her  being  fharp-built, 
as  it  docs  on  her  depth  in  the 
water  ;  becaufe  water  is  the  lefs 
eafy  to  divide  the  deeper  it  is  ;  to 
afeertain  which,  figures  of  different 
forms  may  be  funk  to  greater  or 
lefs  depth.  Such  experiments  have 
been  made  by  him,  and  their  re- 
fults  have  determed  his  predilec¬ 
tion  of  the  Aiding  keel. — Suppofe 
a  frigate  drawing  feventeen  feet, 
and  another  alike  in  burthen  dt aw¬ 
ing  eleven  ;  the  laft  has  a  body  of 
fix  feet  lefs  to  divide,  oppofing 
only  three,  two,  or  one  keel,  as 
may  be  found  neceflary  to  make 
her  hold  a  good  wind  ;  while  the 
other  has  fix  feet  depreffed,  or 
about  one-third  of  her  real  flze 
oppofing  the  water :  of  coitrfe  fne 
has  a  body  of  water  to  difplace  and 
force  through  equal  to  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  eleven  feet  to  feventeen, 
and  the  deeper  the  llronger.  North 
country  built  veflels,  or  thofe  in 
the  coal  trade,  are  proofs  of  this 
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obfervation.  Thefe  veflels  gene¬ 
rally  draw  about  one-third  lefs 
water  than  other  Englifh  veflels  ; 
yet  when  employed  as  tranfports, 
they  are  found  to  fail  as  faff  as  any 
others  ;  and  when  going  before  the 
wind,  in  ballafl  or  halt  loaded, 
they  frequently  beat  the  King’s 
fhips.  Now  when  thefe  veflels 
come  clofe  hauled  on  a  wind  they 
drop  to  leeward,  but  had  they 
Aiding  keels  it  may  be  prefumed 
they  would  have  the  advantage  of 
all  others.  The  Dutch  take  little 
pains  to  make  their  trading  veflels 
fail,  yet  when  thefe  are  light  they 
fail  fa  ft  before  the  wind,  and  this 
by  reafon  of  their  frnall  draught  of 
water.  'That  nation  has  like  wife 
other  flat  veflels  ;  fuch  as  pilot 
boats,  yagers  for  carrying  the  fir  ft 
herrings  to  market,  and  pleafure 
boats,  ail  of  which  have  lee-boards, 
by  the  help  of  which  they  fail  as 
fall  as  moft  other  veflels  in  the 
Northern  Seas.  Veflels  with  Aid¬ 
ing  keels  will  fleer  better,  be 
fafer,  and  receive  many  advantages 
in  confequence  of  fleering  eafy  and 
with  little  helm.  The  ufe  of  the 
Aiding  keels  in  fleering  is  feen  in 
every  action  of  tile  fnip’s  move¬ 
ment  ;  by  the  Aiding  keels  the 
ihip’s  courfe  is  kept  in  a  more 
direfl  line,  for  the  eafler  the  (hip 
fleers  the  nearer  (he  goes  on  a. 
given  point,  and  the  ihip’s  hull, 
as  well  as  the  flern-poft,  rudder, 
mails,  rigging,  and  fails  are  lefs 
drained.  In  place  of  two,  three 
or  four  men  at  the  helm,  the  largeft 
fhip  may  be  fleered  by  one.  This 
is  a  great  advantage,  for  it  is  not 
uncommon  that  vefflls  fleer  ill 
even  in  frefh  breezes  or  light 
winds,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  when 
the  wind  is  on  their  quarter  to 
carry  all  their  fails,  and  thereby 

are 
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are  neceffi  rated  to  go  one  or  two 
knots  an  hour  flower.  Through 
fuch  deleft,  and  with  fitch  a  wind, 
they  lofe  in  the  twenty-four  hours 
as  many  knots  or  double  that  num¬ 
ber.  This  in  the  diftance,  befides 
what  may  be  loft  in  longitude  or 
latitude  by  an  incorreft  cOurfe. 
Hereby  the  lofs  of  the  (hip  might 
be  occafloned  ;  for  even  with  a 
good  obfervation  the  error  of  the 
longitude  cannot  be  reftified.  But 
if  no  obfervation  fhould  happen  to 
be  taken,  and  the  fteetage  be  wild, 
the  error  may  be  great,  and  the 
fh ip  in  danger  in  making  the  land. 
But  the  word:  confequence  of  a 
difficulty  in  fleering  is,  what  it  is 
to  be  feared  has  too  frequently 
happened,  though  rarely  heard  of, 
and  that  is  the  ff  ip’s  broaching-tO. 
This,  though  fometimes  the  con.; 
fequence  of  wild  or  carelefs  fleer- 
age,  is  rnore  frequently  occalioned 
by  Arong  gales  and  high  feas. 
Thus,  for  inftanee,  a  Blip  fctidding 
before  the  wind*  or  quartering, 
having  little  fail  fet,  and  that 
low,  fuch  as  a  reefed  fore-fail, 
when  between  two  feas,  is  almoft 
becalmed,  and  therefore  lofes  her 
way  :  the  next  or  following  fea 
raifes  her  ftern,  her  bow  inclines 
downwards,  the  cutwater  having 
a  different  direction  from  the  in¬ 
tended  courfe,  the  ftern  by  this  is 
lifted  fo  high  that  the  rudder  has 
little  of  no  power,  it  being  almoft 
out  of  water*  In  this  fituation, 
the  fhip  pfeffed  on  the  lee-bow  by 
the  water  having  got  on  the  wea¬ 
ther  quarter  and  the  fhip  on  the 
top  of  the  fea,  fine  flies  with  fuch 
violence  as  to  bring  her  head 
round;  and  then  lying  on  the 
broadfide  fhe  plunges  Wish  the 
greateft  velocity  into  a  high  or 
raging  fea,  the  water  breaks  into 
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her,  walking  and  carrying  away 
every  thing  off  the  deck,  fre¬ 
quently  fome  of  the  crew  ;  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  by  fuch  accidents 
veffels  themfelves  go  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  are  no  more  heard  of. 
Now  there  is  nothing  more  clear 
and  certain,  than  that  Hiding  keels 
counteraft  thefe  dreadful  effefts  5 
for  in  a  freff  breeze  or  light  winds 
all  poffible  fail  may  be  made  with¬ 
out  regard  to  the  wind  or  on  what 
mail;  fail  is  carried.  The  moment 
fail  is  made,  and  the  courfe  ff  aped, 
the  keels  may  be  raifed  or  lowered, 
until  the  fhip  is  found  to  fleer 
eafy,  and  with  little  helm,  by 
which  means  quick  progrefs  is 
made,  a  flraight  or  direft  courfe, 
and  an  eafy  fhip.  To  prevent  the 
dreadful  accident  of  the  veflel’s 
broaching-to,  no  more  need  be 
done  than  to  heave  the  main  and 
fore  keels  clofe  up,  and  let  down 
as  much  as  is  thought  neceffary  of 
the  after  keel  5  and  if  enough  of 
it  is  down,  it  is  impoffible  that 
any  ffip  can  meet  with  this  ac¬ 
cident.  How  pleaftng  mu  A  this 
refleftion  prove  to  the  minds  of 
every  one  on  board ;  but  more 
efpecially  to  him,  with  whom  the 
ffip’s  fafety  and  the  lives  of  all 
on  board  are  particularly  intruded, 
and  whofe  memory  may  fuffer 
from  an  accident,  which  neither 
his  prudence  could  forefee,  nor  his 
prefence  of  mind  prevent ;  and  of 
which,  perhaps,  he  himfelf  falls 
the  Unfortunate  viftim  1 

Veffels  having  three  or  only 
two  Hiding  keels  muft  rack  quicker 
and  in  lefs  room,  becaufe  the  fore- 
moft  keel  and  the  after  one  have 
each  an  effeft  on  them  nearly  equal 
to  the  rudder.  Therefore  when 
going  about  or  working  to  wind¬ 
ward  in  a  narrow  channel,  river, 

&c. 
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&c.  where  the  veffel  has  little 
room,  they  may  venture  to  Hand 
nearer  the  fhore,  being  more  cer¬ 
tain  of  not  miffing  Hays.  Thus, 
for  inftance,  in  tacking  or  going 
about,  it  has  been  experienced  that 
to  heave  up  the  after-keel  and  let 
the  fore- keel  clofe  down,  at  the 
fame  time  putting  the  helm  a-lee, 
will  make  the  veffel  come  much 
fatter  round  than  if  fire  was  with¬ 
out  Hiding  keels.  Indeed,  in  the 
latter  cafe,  the  difference  is  fo 
great,  that  it  is  as  much  as  the 
men  can  do  to  work  or  attend  the 
fails,  and  in  a  frelh  gale  they  can 
fcarcely  trim  them  in  time.  The 
next  advantage  from  the  fore-keel 
is,  that  being  hove  up  as  foon  as 
the  fhip  is  right  with  her  head  to 
the  wind,  it  remains  ready  to  pre¬ 
vent  what  happens  to  moft  fquare- 
rigged  reffels,  her  falling  round 
off,  and  thereby  lofing  a  deal  of 
ground,  time  and  tide :  therefore 
the  inftant  the  fails  are  full,  and 
the  veffel  has  hauled  off,  and  is 
falling  off  more,  the  fore-keel 
rauft  be  hove  down  which  will  Hop 
her,  and  with  the  leatt  headway 
file  flies  to  as  fall  as  if  coming 
about  ;  and  even  mud  be  prevented 
coming  round  by  again  railing  the 
fore-keel  a  little  up.  Veffels  with 
this  conftrudion  wanting  to  wear 
are  to  heave  up  the  fore-keel,  and 
heave  down  the  after-keel ;  and  if 
it  be  requifite  to  wear  very  quick 
the  main-keel  fftould  be  hove  up 
alfo  ;  veffels  will  then  turn  or  come 
round  as  if  upon  a  pivot,  the  rud¬ 
der  being  ufed  at  the  fame  time  as 
in  common  cafes.  The  reafon  ol 
this  is  plain  ;  for  the  fore  and  main 
keels  being  up  and  the  after- keel 
down,  the  latter  ads  as  a  rudder, 
and  hinders  reaching,  the  effect  of 
it  being  not  unlike  what  would  be 
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produced  by  a  rope  fattened  to  the 
ftern  of  a  veffel  in  the  tide’s  way, 
which  the  moment  her  head  is  at 
liberty  would  fwing  round  with 
her  ttern  to  the  tide.  In  the  fame 
manner  a  veffel  drawing  more 
water  aft  than  forward,  when  {he 
takes  the  ground  with  her  keel* 
turns  her  head  round  from  the  fea 
or  tide. 

2.  Veffels  conftruded  with  Hid¬ 
ing  keels  will  carry  more  freight, 
and  draw  lefs  water.  It  is  well 
known  to  every  perfon  converfant 
in  naval  architedure,  that  different 
conftrudions  of  veffels  caufe  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  quantity  carried. 
Veffels  lharp  fore  and  aft  lofe  a 
great  deal  of  ftowage,  and  fome  of 
them  carry  the  floor  fo  ftraight  and 
narrow  the  whole  of  their  length, 
that  by  looking  down  into  their 
holds  the  difference  is  eafily  dis¬ 
cernible  by  the  eye.  For  this 
reafon  it  is  impoffible  a  true  mea* 
furement  can  be  made,  fo  that, 
notwithftanding  all  that  has  been 
written  on  the  fubjed  by  mathe¬ 
maticians  of  different  nations,  no 
method  will  ever  be  difeovered  to 
afeertain  a  true  meafurement  of 
veffels  until  they  fhall  be  built 
more  alike.  It  has  been  obferved 
that  fome  veffels  of  the  fame  mea¬ 
furement  would  not  take  in  near 
the  quantity  they  meafured,  whilft 
others  took  in  more  than  theirs, 
and,  moreover,  carried  it  with 
eafe.  But  if  veffels  lharp-built 
could  be  brought  to  hold  their 
meafurement  they  would  not  be 
able  to  carry  it*  owing  to  their 
lharpnefs  forward,  which  would 
caufe  them  to  pitch  and  fhip  water. 
This  difference  is  conflandy  to  be 
obferved  as  proceeding  from  the 
veffel ’s  conftrudion.  Sharp  veffels 
go  down  fo  fait,  that  by  the  time 

they 


they  come  to  their  bearings  they 
are  full,  and  frequently  not  near 
loaded  ;  whereas  thofe  of  flat  and 
long  floors  go. down  (lowly,  and 
having  the  quantity  according  to 
what  they  meafure,  have  dill  room 
for  more,  and  are  high  out  of  the 
water.  The  improvements,  there¬ 
fore,  which  remain  to  be  made  in 
fhip-bullding,  muff  be  tried  on  a 
long  and  flat  floor ;  and  by  im¬ 
provements  herein,  there  is  a  pro- 
naife  of  every  advantage  that  can 
be  derived  from  the  ufe  of  (hipping. 
On  the  plan  of  long  and  flat  floors 
every  thing  can  be  obtained,  ex¬ 
cept  working  to  windward  ;  and 
if.  Aiding  keels  anfwer  the  expect¬ 
ation  hoped  from  them  in  that  re- 
fpeft,  the  point  is  gained,'  and 
veffels  will  in  general  hold  more 
than  they  can  carry  ;  whereas  at 
prefent  the  contrary  is  the  cafe 
with  fnarp-built  veffels. 

That  veffels  thus  conflruTed 
will  draw  lefs  water  is  demonftra- 
ble,  from  the  larged  veffel  in  the 
world  to  the  Indian  canoe.  The 
collier,  the  coal  lighter,  com 
barge,  bean  cod,  all  afford  proofs 
that  the  flatter  a  veffel  is,  the  lefs 
water  (he  draws ;  becaufe  the  more 
fpace  a  body  covers  on  the  furface 
of  the  wat&r  the  lefs  it  will  fink 
in  it. 

3.  Veffels  conftrucTed  in  the 
manner  herein  defended  will  be 
more  eafy  at  an  anchor,  by  the 
fame  reafbn  that  they  fail  (after, 
carry  more,  and  draw  lefs  water. 
In  proof  of  this  affertion  the  fa  me 
inftances  may  be  adduced.  The 
north  country  (hipping,  and  Dutch 
fifhing  veffels,  ride  at  an  anchor 
when  no  other  veffels  can ;  and 
this  becaufe  they  have  long  floors, 
are  full  fore  and  aft,  rife  and  fall 
cafier,  that  is  to  fay,  do  not  pitch 


or  plunge  fo  violently  as  fhafp ^ 
built  veffels,  but  have  a  rolling 
motion  when  at  anchor,  which 
greatly  leflens  their  pitching  and 
plunging*  In  confequence,  they 
do  not  drain  the  cables  or  anchors^ 
or  the  hull,  fo  much  as  veffels  built 
on  a  (harp  conftruCion.  It  is  a 
great  advantage  in  navigation  to 
be  able  to  ride  at  anchor  fafely. 
Voyages  may  be  undertaken  with 
fuch  feenrity,  that  durft  not  be 
attempted  in  veffels  that  do  not 
ride  well  at  anchor.  Grie  of  the 
reafons  why  Captain  Cook  gave  a 
preference  to  a  north  country  col¬ 
lier  for  his  voyages  of  circum¬ 
navigation  was,  hat  they  more 
nearly  pofleffed  all  thefe  qualities 
now  mentioned. 

4.  Veffels  .  conflru&ed  in  this 
manner  will  take  the  ground  bet¬ 
ter,  and  fit  upright  and  eafie-  than 
others.  Flat-floored  veffels,  not 
having  a  rank  keel,  when  on  the 
ground  fit  fo  that  every  part  of 
their  bottom,  from  the  forming  of 
the  entrance  forward  to  the  run 
abaft,  bear  equally  on  it ;  there¬ 
fore,  unlefs  the  ground  be  as  per¬ 
pendicular  as  their  fides,  little 
danger  can  be  apprehended.  If 
the  fand  or  rock  be  ihe  length  of 
the  (li ip’s  bottom,  or  whatever 
length  it  be,  if  nearly  even  01 
flat,  fo  much  of  the  veffel* s  bot¬ 
tom  will  reft  on  the  ground,  and 
fhe  will  certainly  not  be  drained 
fo  much  as  if  only  a  final  1  part  oi 
the  middle  of  the  veffel  touched  \ 
which  muff  be  the  cafe  with  a 
(harp-built  veffel.  They  who  have 
feen  veffels  take  the  ground  mud 
have  obferved,  that  fharp-buill 
veffels,  (in  which  number  may  bt 
included  fhe  (hips  of  war  of  af 
nations,  the  Dutch  excepted)  the 
inftant  they  do  fo,  heel  in  propor. 
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tfen  as  the  water  leaves  them. 
Suopoftng  a  Tig-ate  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  when  the  water  is  gone  from 
her,  the  gun- wale  would  be  little 
more  than  the  height  of  a  mail 
from  the  ground,  and  the  fhip 
would  lay  along  fo  much  that  no 
one  could  walk  the  deck.  Thus 
iituated  the  veffel  would  drain  fo 
much  from  the  weight  of  her  mad, 
guns,  rigging,  &c.  that  die  would 
be  ruined,"  even  if  die  were  to  get 
off.  But  if  on  the  flowing  of  the 
tide  r  blows  the  lead  wind,  fo 
that  the  neceffary  afddance  cannot 
be  given  her  in  the  aft  of  righting, 
die  will  be  filled  with  water  by  the 
hatchway  before  it  flows  high 
enough  to  doat  her.  Suppofe  a 
flat  and  fharp  veffel  in  company, 
and  both  running  aground  in  a 
fea,  the  fl  it  veffel  runs  on  or  dicks 
fad,  in  either  of  which  cafes  fhe 
ffts  upright,  but  the  fharp  veffel 
heels  in  both.  The  heel  the  latter 
takes  expofes  her  to  the  fea  break¬ 
ing  upon  her,  and  by  that  means 
either  filling  her  or  walking  the 
crew  off  the  deck  :  whereas  the 
veffel  which  fits  upright  runs  none 
of  thefe  rifles,  and  un  efs  the  bot¬ 
tom  is  beat  out,  the  chance  of  fav- 
ing  crew,  fhip  and  cargo  is  greatly 
in  favour  of  the  Hat-doored  veffel. 
This  is  fo  well  known  to  feamen, 
that  both  Englik  and  Dutch  flat- 
floored  veffels  coming  into  harbours 
where  the  ground  is  even,  no  mat¬ 
ter  whether  fofc  or  hard  fo  it  be 
fmooth,  have  run  aground  in  the 
harded  gales  rather  than  be  at  the 
trouble  or  rifk  of  bringing  up  :  by 
this  means  they  avoid  the  danger 
of  breaking  their  cables  and  an* 
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chors,  or  running  on  board  othdf 
veffels.  It  is  remembered  that  a 
fleet  of  tranfports,  coming  into 
Cork  harbour  for  troops  in  a  hard 
gale,  did  fo,  when  a  fharp  veffel, 
through  miflake,  following  the 
example  was  nearly  loft. 

5.  In  cafes  of  fhipwreck,  fpring> 
ing  a  leak,  or  of  fire,  veffels  thus 
condrufted  ate  fafer,  and  more 
likely  to  be  faved*  The  reafons 
lad  given  explain  the  advantages 
fuch  veffels  have  in  cafe  of  fhip¬ 
wreck  ;  however,  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  veffels  thus  recommended 
would  poffefs  a  fuperior  degree  of 
fecurity  if  built  as  nearly  as  can 
be  folid  ;  that  is,  all  the  frame  of 
timber  put  fo  cldfe  as  to  be  caulked 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  plank 
on  the  outdde.  And  if  the  plank 
or  ceiling  of  the  infide,  were 
equally  caulked,'  the  veffel  by  this 
means  would  be  much  ft  ranger, 
and  of  courfe  would  bear  more 
beating  on  the  rocks,  fands,  &c.  t 
then  if  the  rocks,  &c.  occafion  a 
leak,  if  this  leak  does  not  go 
through,  it  will  be  Hopt  i»  its 
progrefs  by  the  caulking :  but  if 
it  does  go  through^  it  will  more 
readily  he  heard,  and  of  courfe 
more  eafily  come  at  to  be  dopt„ 
If  a  rock  is  the  caufe  of  the  da¬ 
mage,  and  it  goes  half  way  or 
two-thirds  through  and  dicks  in 
the  veffel,  it  becomes  a  plug  for* 
the  hole  it  makes ;  and  if  it  drop 
out,  even  then  it  will  not  occafion 
a  leak.  Bat  if  the  veffel  be  di¬ 
vided  into  many  equal  rooms  of 
different  holds  *,  fuppodng  a  hole 
to  be  fo  large  that  all  the  pumps 
in  the  kip,  and  twenty  more,  can- 


*  Captain  Schank  is  here  alluding  to  his  roccmimeadatlon  of  dividing  the  hold  of 
vefTels  by  feparate  bulkheads,  fufficiently  i'e  cured  again  ft  any  communication  of  Water 
from  the  one  to  the  other;  except  by  cocks  in  cale  of  neceflity. 
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not  clear  away  the  water  that 
rulhes  in,  it  will  then  only  come 
into  that  Tingle  part  or  divifion  in 
which  the  leak  happens  to  be,  and 
will  flow  in  no  longer  than  til!  it 
is  raifed  wbhinfide  to  the  level  of 
the  Tea  without.  The  veflel  would 
In  this  cafe  be  in  no  more  danger 
than  before,  nor  would  the  hall  be 
loaded  oj  deprefied  in  the  water. 
The  difference  of  conftro&ion  pre- 
rents  a  flat  veflel  from  oversetting 
as  Toon  as  a  Sharp  veflel ;  and  her 
Sitting  upright  admits  of  her  crew 
working  and  loading,  or  unload¬ 
ing  her,  as  the  circumftances  may 
require.  Add  to*  all  this*  that 
ineftimable  advantage  which  the 
one  veflel  has  over  the  other,  of 
drawing  To  little  water.  By  this 
the  flat  veflel  is  enabled  to  fail 
over  thofe  very  rocks  on  which 
the  (harp-built  one  will  Strike; 
and  admits  of  the  former  going 
into  (hallow  water,  where  the 
violence  of  the  Sea  becomes  lefs 
and  lefs  the  nearer  (he  approaches 
the  Shore, 

The  reafons  given  why  veflfels 
built  upon  this  conftru&ion  (land  a 
better  chance  of  being  faved,  in 
cafe  of  (hipvvreck,  will  in  a  great 
meafure  apply  to  the  eircuraftance 
of  a  (hip  Springing  a  leak  at  fea, 
as  the  efFeft  and  appearance  of  the 
one  correfpond  with  the  other, 
though  proceeding  from  different 
caufes.  In  the  former  cafe  you 
are  fuppofed  to  be  forced  on  the 
Shore  or  rocks  by  the  fea,  wind  or 
tide,  but  in  the  latter  to  be  in  the 
ocean  on  your  voyage  at  a  great 
diftance  from  land :  your  (hip 
fprings  a  leak  which  ferioufty 
alarms  you  ;  you  fee  that  you 
cannot  pump  out  the  water;  your 
cocks  in  the  bulk-heads  being 
turned  dire&ly,  Shew  in  what  part 


of  the  Ship  the  leak  is ;  you  then 
try  with  all  your  pumps  to  empty 
this  hold,  divifion,  or  room  ;  not 
being  able  to  pump  it  out,  you 
try  to  get  out  °f  lhat  part  of  the 
veSTel  what  is  in  it,  and  if  you  can 
only  fee  the  bottom  of  the  (hip 
you  will  See  the  leak,  and  it  muft 
be  direttly  ft  opt.  Whereas,  in 
the  prefent  conftruttion  of  (hips, 
the  great  inconvenience  is,  that 
the  water  may  come  from  any 
other  part  of  the  (hip,  and  the 
real  fttuation  of  the  leak  remain 
undifeovered.  In  the  cafe  now 
put,  fuppofing  the  worft,  and  that 
you  cannot  flop  the  leak,  then 
putting  into  that  part  or  divifion 
of  the  Ship  fuch  things  of  your 
cargo  as  will  not  receive  damage 
by  the  wet,  and  applying  the 
pumps  to  the  other  parts,  you 
proceed  on  your  voyage  with  very 
little  difference,  as  if  no  fuch  ac. 
cident  had  happened.  It  may  be 
further  obferved,  that  the  more 
things  you  put  into  the  damaged 
part  or  divifion  of  the  (hip  the 
better,  as  it  will  leflen  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  water,  and  the  weight  of 
its  motion  in  the  rolling  of  the 
Ship.  As  Ships  on  this  conftruflion 
will  be  more  folid,  it  is  a  great 
chance  if,  in  cafe  of  a  Shake  in  a 
plank  or  timber  or  a  butt-end 
ftarting,  water  will  find  its  way 
more  than  a  few  inches ;  for  every 
part  of  the  plank,  infide  and  out, 
being  clofely  joined  together  and 
caulked,  it  is  impoflible  it  Should, 
unlefs  the  leak  or  hole  be  direttly 
through.  The  fame  ebfervation 
may  be  made  on  a  Shot  or  Shot# 
linking  the  (hip  betwixt  wind  and 
water,  or  even  below  the  water¬ 
mark  ;  whereas,  according  to  the 
prefent  conftruttion  of  veffels,  if  a 
Shot  only  fplits  or  Shatters  the  out¬ 
side 
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fide  plank*  or  goes  through  into 
the  timber  or  ceiling,  it  occafions 
a  leak  of  a  more  dangerous  nature, 
than  if  it  went  clear  through  the 
(hip’s  fide  or  bottom  ;  becaufe  in 
the  one  cafe  the  water  running  in 
can  eafily  be  difcovered,  and  may 
be  flopt  from  the  infide ;  but  in 
the  other,  it  may  run  in  at  the  v 
middle  of  the  (hip,  and  oozing 
fore  or  aft  amongft  the  timbers 
may  make  its  appearance  in  quite 
a  different  place.  As  already  men¬ 
tioned,  in  veifels  built  on  this 
folid  conftru&ion,  the  (hot  flick¬ 
ing  in  the  fhip  would  make  a  plug 
for  its  own  hole;  and  the  fame 
obfervation  will  apply  to  accidents 
occafioned  by  rocks,  fands,  or 
other  violence  that  (hips  meet 
with,  by  which  leaks  are  gene¬ 
rally  occafioned;  and  wherever  a 
leak  may  happen  to  be,  the  new 
invented  method  of  flopping  leaks 
can  be  applied  with  more  certainty 
of  fuccefs. 

Veffels  divided  according  to  this 
plan,  having  three,  four,  five,  fix 
or  more  holds,  catching  fire  in 
any  one  of  fuch  divifions,  have  in 
the  firft  inflance  the  advantage  of 
containing  all  the  water  thrown  in 
by  pumping,  &c.  in  one  hold  or 
divifion,  and  can  have  pipes  or 
leathern  hefe  below  the  water-line 
to  communicate  with  the  three 
wells.  By  applying  all  thofe  to 
the  place  on  fire,  which  can  be 
done  inflantly,  no  fhip  can  bum 
below  the  water-line ;  fo  that  all 
the  water  drawn  or  pumped  will 
be  applied  to  keep  the  fire  from  the 
upper  works,  rigging,  &c. :  and 
by  this  means  the  magazine  can 
inflantly  be  drowned,  or  any  part 
of  the  (hip  where  combuftible  mat¬ 
ter  is,  can  be  filled  with  water. 
The  crew  then  have  every  en¬ 
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couragement  to  (lick  by  the  veffel, 
and  endeavour  to  extinguilh  the 
fire ;  and  if  the  vefifel  be  in  com¬ 
pany  of  other  (hips,  each  (hip  will 
come  as  near  as  pofiible  to  that 
which  is  in  diftrefs,  and  fend  boats, 
men  and  engines  to  her  affiftance- 
Whereas,  according  to  the  prefent 
conftruflion  of  veffels,  a  man  fee-, 
ing  a  fhip  on  fire,  and  knowing 
that  (hip  to  have  powder  on  board, 
will  not  approach  her  for  fear  of 
her  blowing  up,  and  thereby  in¬ 
volving  his  own  fhip  in  her  fate. 
This  was  the  cafe  with  his  Ma« 
jefly’s  (hip  St.  George,  the  fur- 
rounding  veffels  not  daring  to  ren¬ 
der  her  any  effectual  affiftance, 
from  the  apprehenfion  of  her  ma¬ 
gazine  exploding ;  whereby,  though 
every  exertion  was  made  to  fave 
her  crew,  numbers  of  them  were 
either  burnt,  drowned  or  blown 
up. 

6.  And  laftly,  that  veffels  thus 
conftru&ed  will  anfwer  as  men  of 
war,  bombs,  fire-fhips,  floating 
batteries,  gun  boats,  gun  bat- 
teaux,  and  flat-bottomed  boats  for 
landing  troops. 

The  advantage  of  the  wells  in 
filling  the  magazine  with  water 
has,  in  fome  meafure,  been  al¬ 
ready  explained,  yet  it  may  not 
here  be  improper  to  mention,  that 
a  convenience  of  this  kind  has 
long  been  a  favourite  idea  with, 
and  the  earned  wifh  of  the  greateft: 
officers  of  the  navy.  The  late 
ingenious  Sir  Charles  Knowles  and 
Captain  Bentinck,  with  many 
others,  had  this  objeft  much  at 
heart,  but  the  oppofition  they  met 
with  and  other  views,  prevented 
either  of  them  from  accomplifliing 
what  they  fo  much  wiftied.  Cap¬ 
tain  Bentinck  had  formed  plans  not 
only  for  the  magazine  but  for 
*  D  d  2 
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every  Hare-room  in  the  (hip.  The 
great  difficulty  with  him  was  in 
placing  the  cocks  ;  but  had  Hiding 
keels  and  thefe  wells  *  been  at  that 
time  invented,  the  fpeedy  and  eafy 
conveyance  of  the  water  would 
{bon  have  been  feen*  and  there  is 
no  doubt  would  have  been  applied 
as  has  been  herein  already  pro- 
pofed.  Almoft  every  clafs  of  vef- 
fels  having  the  magazine  either 
fore  or  aft,  the  foremott  or  after - 
molt  well  might  be  fo  connected 
with  it  as  in  time  of  aft  ion  to 
keep  every  thing  damp. 

Such  admirals,  captains  and  lieu¬ 
tenants  as  have  done  the  duty  of 
mailer’s -mate,  know  the  trouble 
of  the  duty  of  the  hold,  and  it  is 
known  to  few  others.  In  long 
cruizes  or  palfages  it  is  a  delirable 
objeft:  to  keep  the  {hip  in  her  belt 
failing  trim  ;  and  this  greatly  de¬ 
pends  on  filling  the  empty  calks 
with  fait  water.  This,  from  the 
great  trouble  attending  it,  is  a 
duty  which  is  generally  put  off  as 
long  as  poffible ;  fometimes,  in¬ 
deed,  fo  long,  that  the  fliip  is  by 
far  too  light  to  carry  fail  ;  and  a 
gale  coming  on  in  this  fituation 
occafions  much  inconvenience. 
Then  every  exertion  is  ufed  to  fill 
lip  empty  calks ;  but  as  there  is 
but  one  cock,  and  that  only  fuited 
to  fill  the  lower  or  middle  tier,  it 
takes  up  much  time  ;  and  pumping 
or  drawing  water  in  bad  weather 
is  commonly  found  impracticable. 
But  were  fhips  built  with  Hiding 
keels,  there  would  be  no  danger 
in  having  two  or  three  cocks  to 
each  well,  fo  that  all  the  water 
neceffary  could  be  had  in  one  hour. 


Water  might  alfo  by  the  (ami 
means  be  let  into  a  cittern,  wherein 
the  hand-pump  Hands,  and  from 
thence  be  conveyed  to  any  part  of 
the  fhip,  either  to  fill  the  calks  or 
wafh  the  decks :  and  by  fuch  af- 
filtance  all  the  decks  in  the  fhip 
would  be  walked  ar  the  fame  time. 
Another  great  convenience  might 
be  derived  from  the  wells  to  men 
of  war  'victualling  for  long  voy¬ 
ages.  In  frefh  water  rivers  all 
the  calks  in  the  (hip  could  be  filled 
from  them  with  the  greateft  eafe. 
Turtle,  loblters,  oyfters,  and  other 
forts  of  fifh  dually  kept  for  any 
time  in  well  veffels,  might  in  men 
of  war  be  preferved  alive,  by 
means  of  the  wells,  without  the 
lealt  inconvenience  to  the  veffel. 

The  importance  it  is  of  that 
Slips  fnould  keep  their  ttation  in 
the  line  of  battle  is  well  known, 
both  from  recent  inftances,  and 
from  the  hiftory  of  fea-fights  in 
times  patt.  As  veffels  are  now 
conftrufted,  from  the  difference  of 
their  draught  of  water,  and  their 
varying  height,  fome  fnips  are 
moFe  or  lefs  leewardly  than  others, 
and  therefore  do  not  all  keep  the 
line  equally  well.  To  obviats 
this  inconvenience  the  French  ge¬ 
nerally  keep  a  point  or  two  from 
the  wind,  the  fleet  keeping  under 
way  and  under  fteerage,  which 
frequently  draws  them  a-head  and 
to  leeward,  yet  (till  they  form  a 
good  and  well  connected  line. 
Great  advantage  too  might  be  de¬ 
rived  from  this  circumftance  in 
going  on  expeditions.  It  often 
happens  that  a  commander  in  chief, 
with  a  fleet  of  men  of  war  with 


*  The  we’ls  here  fpoken  of  are  the  grooves  in  which  the  Hiding  keels  move:  and. 
hy  which  they  are  railed  up  or  lowered  down.  They  may  hare  cocks  let  into  therm 
or  cither  fide. 
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troops  and  Acres  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  brings-to  at  night  to  keep 
his  fleet  together,  on  account  of 
fome  {hips  being  more  apt  to  go  to 
leeward  than  others.  He  finds  in 
the  morning  that  they  have  fhifted 
their  fituation  as  to  him,  and  their 
refpeftive  fituation  with  each 
other.  This  often  produces  much 
inconvenience:  it  may  however  be 
remedied,  in  a  great  meafure,  by 
the  ufe  of  Hiding  keels.  For 
ihould  a  commander  in  chief,  on 
feeing  a  gale  coming  on,  bring-to 
before  night,  fix  on  the  fail  he  in¬ 
tends  to  lay-to  under  (if  poifible) 
all  night,  order  the  helm  to  be 
put  as  intended  for  the  night,  the 
yards  to  be  braced,  backed  or 
pointed  to  the  wind,  the  keels  to 
be  hove  down  or  up,  and  the 
fio-nal  to  be  made  for  the  fleet  to 

O 

take  up  this  drift,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
fumed  that  in  the  courfe  of  tfle 
whole  night  there  would  not  be 
the  difference  of  three  miles  in  a 
fleet  of  a  hundred  fail  or  more, 
unlefs  occafioned  by  negleft,  or 
through  the  wind  fhifting  ;  where¬ 
as,  according  to  the  prefent  mode 
of  fhip-building  it  feldom  hap¬ 
pens,  even  with  men  of  war,  that 
fleets  and  even  the  fmalleft  fqua- 
drons  are  not  ftparated  by  lying- 
to  in  long  winter  nights.  This 
we  need  not  be  furprifed  at  when 
we  take  notice  in  the  day  of  the 
difference  between  a  frigate  and  a 
line  of  battle  (hip  in  the  aft  ot 
lying-to.  In  order  more  clearly 
to  explain  what  is  here  faid  with 
refped  to  keeping  (hips  together 
when  in  fleets,  and  lying-to,  or 
even  Handing  on  a  wind,  it  may 
be  added,  that  by  the  ufe  of  the 
keels,  though  a  veflel  or  a  num¬ 
ber  of  veflels  Ihould  be  left  be¬ 
hind*  owing  to  their  not  being 
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able  to  fail  as  faft  as  the  King's 
fhips,  yet  they  may  be  prevented 
from  falling  to  leeward :  and, 
therefore,  if  in  the  morning  it  be 
found  that  any  fhips  have  fallen 
afiern  and  are  miffing,  there  is  a 
greater  certainty  of  their  coming 
up  if  waited  for ;  or  if  a  frigate 
be  fent  after  them,  (he  is  furer  of 
finding  them.  The  Trial  cutter, 
in  which  the  experiment  has  been 
made,  when  brought- to,  and  all 
her  keels  up,  will  drive  to  lee¬ 
ward,  leaving  her  wake  over  the 
weather-beam  ;  but  on  the  keels 
being  hove  down,  fhe  proportion- 
ably  leflens  her  drift  and  fore¬ 
reaches  j  nay,  if  the  helm  be 
given,  and  all  the  keels  hove 
down,  fhe  will,  from  one  knot  or 
two,  increafe  her  motion  to  four 
or  five ;  and  fo  on  in  proportion, 
and  according*  to  circumftances. 

w 

The  fituations  of  harbours  in 
confequence  of  points  of  land, 
tides,  rocks,  fhoals,  and  fands, 
being  as  various  and  as  numerous 
as  the  harbours  themfelves,  the 
approach  of  fhips  to  towns  and 
forts  which  are  to  be  attacked  or 
bombarded  are  thereby  often  ren¬ 
dered  both  difficult  and  dangerous. 
In  expeditions  of  this  kind  great 
impediments  have  been  obferved  to 
have  arifen  from  the  fharpnefs  of 
veflels,  and  their  great  draught  of 
water.  The  circumftance  of  draw¬ 
ing  much  water  prevents  them 
from  getting  near  the  objedt  of 
attack,  and  often  occaflons,  per¬ 
haps,  the  failure  of  an  expedition, 
from  their  being  obliged  to  wait 
for  a  full  tide,  which  gives  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  of  difeover- 
ing  the  delign,  and  taking  mea- 
fures  accordingly.  With  regard 
to  the  fharpnefs  of  veflels,  befides 
the  inconvenience  of  drawing  more 
*  D  d  3  water. 
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water,  they  are  fubjed  likewife  to 
another,  from  the  aukward  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  take  the  ground. 
Bor  fuppofmg  a  fharp-built  veflel 
to  get  near  enough  to  the  objed 
of  attack,  and  to  be  left  in  that 
ittuation  by  the  tide,  (he  cannot 
throw  her  (hells,  becaufe  (he  will 
be  lying  aimed  on  her  broadfide. 
Being  thus  expofed  to  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  without  ability  to  re¬ 
turn  it,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  before  the  tide  return  (he  will 
be  taken,  or  the  water  flow  into 
her  before  (he  rights.  But  veflfels 
built  flat  and  folid,  as  on  the  plan 
herein-before  recommended,  will 
not  be  equally  liable  to  thefe  in¬ 
conveniences  ;  the  circumftance  of 
drawing  lefs  water  will  enable 
them  to  come  nearer  the  objed  of 
attack,  remain  there  longer,  and 
withdraw  eafier  from  itj  even 
fhould  Aich  veflfels  be  left  by  the 
tide,  they  might  remain  during 
the  ebb,  doing  their  duty  equally 
as  if  afloat. 

All  the  inconveniences  now  juft 
before  pointed  out  in  the  cafe  of 
bombs,  from  fuch  veflfels  being 
fharp  built,  and  having  a  great 
draught  of  water,  apply  with 
equal  force  to  fire- (hips.  But  fome 
other  advantages  may  be  enume¬ 
rated  as  derivable  to  (ire-ffoips  from 
Hiding  keels,  which  could  be  of 
no  ufe  with  refped  to  bombs. 
Such  as  when,  in  certain  fituations, 
opportunities  occur  by  placing  the 
keels,  and  making  the  fails,  that 
fire-fhips  may  run  on  a  dired 
point,  and  do  the  duty  required 
amongft  (flipping  in  a  road  or 
harbour,  or  againft  a  town  near 
the  -water;  and  it  is  to  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  that  with  fire-fhips  thus 
conftruded  it  is  pradicabie  not 
only  to  fet  fire  (if  no  boom*)  to  a 


fleet  in  a  harbour,  but  at  the  fame 
time  fo  effedually  to  deftroy  the 
harbour  itfelf,  as  to  prevent  the 
fhips  that  fhould  not  be  burnt 
from  coming  out,  or  any  other 
(hips  of  the  line  from  going  in. 

Many  of  the  reafons  given  in 
the  two  laft  cafes  againft  fharp- 
built  veflfels,  and  in  favour  of  thofe 
on  a  flat  conftrudion  with  Aiding 
keels,  apply  to  floating  batteries, 
gun  boats,  gun  barteaux  and  flat- 
bottomed  boats  for  landing  troops. 
If  a  floating  battery  is  to  be  built, 
it  fhould  be  conftruded  fuitable  to 
the  place  and  objed  it  is  intended 
for,  whether  it  be  to  go  to  fea,  or 
to  work  up  rivers ;  to  run  a  cer¬ 
tain  diftance  before  the  wind,  or 
be  towed  by  boats  to  the  place 
where  they  are  to  ad.  In  either 
of  thefe  cafes  a  variation  in  the 
conftrudion  would  be  required ; 
but  the  mod  confiderable  part  of 
the  improvement  w-ould  be  in 
making  feparate  bulk-heads,  which 
in  batteries  or  boats  the  more  nu. 
merous  the  better.  For  inftance ; 
fuppofe  gun  boats  are  attacking  a 
veflel  or  fort,  or  a  great  number 
of  flat-bottomed  boats  landing 
men,  if  a  large  fhot  ftrike  any 
one  of  thefe  boats  and  go  through 
her,  the  boat  muft  inevitably  fink, 
to  the  great  alarm  of  the  men  in 
the  other  boats ;  but  if  thefe  vef. 
fels  are  built  with  bulk-heads,  the 
water  only  can  come  into  one  or 
two  places ;  and  unlefs  the  (hot 
goes  in  below  the  water-line  at 
one  end  of  the  boat,  (he  will  not 
fink,  nor  will  the  men  in  the 
other  boats  know  any  more  of  a 
(hot  ftrijking  her,  than  of  a  man 
being  killed. 

Tnus  much  Captain  Schank  has 
delivered,  refpeding  the  advan¬ 
tages  refulting  to  vefleis  conftruded 

with 
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with  Hiding  keels,  and  applicable 
to  fhips  in  the  fervice  of  Govern¬ 
ment;  the  obfervations  which  fol¬ 
low,  apply  more  particularly  to 
trading  veflels,  and  the  general 
improvement  of  navigation. 

i.  Veflels  thus  conftru&ed  will 
anfwer  better  as  coafters  of  all 
kinds,  and  for  the  coal  trade.  The 
advantages  which  coafters  will  de¬ 
rive  from  this  conftruftion  are 
many.  It  is  certain  that  great 
numbers  of  them  are  loft:  owing  to 
their  great  draught  of  water ;  and 
it  is  alfo  well  known  that  their 
paflages  are  frequently  much 
lengthened,  by  their  being  ob¬ 
liged,  when  the  wind  is  contrary, 
to  run  to  leeward  to  get  a  good 
harbour  or  roadfted.  In  fuch  cafes, 
if  they  drew  a  few  feet  lefs  water, 
they  would  go  into  many  harbours, 
which  they  are  now  obliged  to 
pafs.  But  the  inconvenience  does 
not  reft  here,  for  even  when  they 
arrive  at  the  intended  port,  they 
are,  perhaps,  often  obliged  to 
wait  feveral  days  for  a  fpring  tide, 
which,  when  it  comes,  a  gale  of 
wind  probably  prevents  them  from 
taking  advantage  of,  and  getting 
in  :  and  often  the  fame  time  may 
be  loft  in  getting  out  of  the  har¬ 
bour.  Befides  lofs  of  time,  and 
confequent  expences  to  the  owners, 
great  quarrels  are  fometimes  pro¬ 
duced  through  the  fame  caufes,  be¬ 
twixt  owners,  captain  and  crews. 
All  which  would,  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  be  prevented,  were  thele 
veflels  of  a  fmailer  draught  of 
water.  According  to  the  plan 
herein  recommended,  veflels  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  tons,  would  not 
draw  when  loaded  above  five  feet 
and  a  half  of  water  at  moft  ;  and 
all  other  veflels  in  the  focne  pro* 
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portion.  They  who  are  concerned 
in  (hipping,  and  know  what  water 
veflels  of  fuch  burthen  at  prefent 
draw,  muft  fee  with  aftonilhment 
the  advantage  of  this  conftruc- 
tion  ;  which  would  likewife  prove 
more  convenient,  as  fuch  veflels 
would  not  require  a  pier  to  lie  to, 
and  are  capable  of  being  moored  in 
any  part  of  a  harbour ;  and  if  the 
ground  admit  of  it,  carts,  &c, 
might  come  alongfide,  and  load  or 
unload  them,  which  alfo  would 
fave  a  great  expence, 

%.  Veflels  built  on  this  con- 
ftru&ion  would  anfwer  In  canals  ; 
where  the  canal  is  aboye  four  or 
fi  ve  feet  deep.  Let  us  fuppofe  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater’s  canals,  and 
all  others  now  made,  or  to  be 
made  in  the  kingdom,  to  be  equal 
to  the  depth  of  the  Scotch  canal 
betwixt  Giafgow  and  Carrcn,  the 
locks  to  be  from  fixty  to  fcventy 
feet  long  or  more,  and  from  twenty 
to  twenty-fix  or  more  wide ;  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  all  the  trade  from  any 
part  of  the  inland  country  adjoin¬ 
ing  to  the  canals  could  load  at  any 
public  place,  town  or  village, 
where  a  manufactory  was  carried 
on  ;  and  proceed  t©  the  moft  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  known  world 
without  the  aftiftance  of  any  o  her 
craft.  This  idea  is  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  all  thofe  who 
are  concerned  in  fuch  public  un¬ 
dertakings. 

3.  Veflels  thus  conftrudted  would 
be  exceedingly  convenient  to  carry 
corn  or  mixed  cargoes,  part  of 
which  it  is  required  to  keep  fe- 
parate.  This  is  certainly  a  great 
convenience  when  it  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  without  leflening  the  ton¬ 
nage,  and  bulk-heads  will  ferve  to 
feparate  the  cargo,  let  it  be  as  op- 
pofite  as  iron  and  gunpowder.  The 
*  D  d  4  bulk. 
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bulk-heads  anfwer  as  feparate 
apartments,  or  like  fliifting  boards, 
either  for  corn,  fait,  &c.  There 
jS,  perhaps,  nothing  except  marts, 
which  fuch  a  veffel  will  not  anfwer 
for  better  than  any  other. 

4.  Veffels  built  with  Hiding 
keels  have  the  advantage  of  all 
others  in  cafe  of  lofing  the  rudder. 
Although  what  has  been  faid  re- 
fpedting  the  effedf  of  the  fore  and 
after  keel,  and  the  main  or  middle 
keel,  are  fufHcient  to  prove  that 
veffels  with  three  Hiding  keels 
can,  in  cafe  of  lofing  the  rudder, 
be  inftantly  fteered  with  the  keels 
either  on  a  tack,  or  working  to 
windward ;  yet  as  experiments 
have  been  made,  and  the  efficacy 
of  the  keels  Sufficiently  afcertainecj, 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  refer  to  the 
certificate  made  by  Lieutenant 
Malbon  of  the  Trial  cutter  and 
his  officers,  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  in  addition  to  which, 
fays  Captain  Schank,  I  can  offer 
the  teftimony  of  the  ingenious 
James  Templer,  Efq.  of  Stove, 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  who 
failed  feveral  leagues  in  the  fame 
veffel,  only  ufing  the  keels.  (i  I 
myfelf,  (he  further  adds)  on 
jnany  occ.afions,  in  the  prefence 
of  fea  officers  of  different  ranks, 
fleered  and  work;  d  that  veffel 
in  every  manner  poffible,  with 
the  keels  only  :  but  a  Hill  more 
flattering  and  more  honourable 
proof  remains,  as  this  expe¬ 
riment  was  made  in  prefence  of  his 
JMajefty  at  Weymouth,  who  was 
pleafed  to  condefcend  f©  far  as  to 
examine  the  conrtruftion  of  the 
cutter,  and  to  order  her  to  fail  in 
company  with  him,  when  fignals 
were  fettled,  by  which  ffie  was  to 
fleer  and  work  to  windward,  with 
she  keels  only  ;  which  was  donq, 


and  his  Majefty  fignified  his  moft 
gracious  approbation." 

5,  Veffeis  on  this  cc  nftrudion 
will  laft  longer  than  ihofe  built 
according  to  the  prefen t  mode. 
Long  experience  has  difcovered 
that  nothing  deftroys  timber  fo 
much  as  being  fometimes  wet,  at 
other  times  dry  ;  fometimes  being 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  at  other 
times  air  exclud ed  from  it.  This 
is  not  the  cafe  with  ffiips  built 
according  to  the  conftruftion  which 
has  been  herein  often,  but  it  is 
hoped  not  incenfiderately,  recom¬ 
mended.  It  is  generally  known 
that  the  bottom  of  a  fh ip  feldom 
rots  in  lefs  than  fifty  or  fixty 
years ;  and  fome  laft  even  longer, 
though  the  upper  works  decay 
much  fooner.  This  may  be  im¬ 
puted  to  the  diftance  the  timbers 
are  from  each  other,  or  to  the 
circumrtance  cf  the  ceiling  not 
being  caulked,  which  defeats  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  quick  fucceffion  of  dif¬ 
ferent  forts  of  air,  heat  and  cold, 
wetnefs  and  drynefs :  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  plan  of  making  the  (hip 
more  folid,  thefe  would,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  excluded,  and  (hips 
would  laft  at  leaft  one-third  lon¬ 
ger,  if  not  double  the  time  they 
do  at  prefent. 


Notice  on  the  Dutch  Method  of  fait* 
ing  Herrings . 

( Front  the  Anti  ales  des  Art,s  et  hda* 
vufaEiures.J 

The  Dutch  are  acknowledged  tp 
underftand  the  art  of  faking  her¬ 
rings  better  than  any  other  EuroT 
pean  nation ;  therefore  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  their  method  of  prefery- 
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ing  thofe  nfb  may  not  be  deemed 
unacceptable. 

As  Toon  as  the  herrings  are 
caught,  the  filher  men  immediately 
proceed  to  pack  them  ;  preparatory 
to  which  they  open  the  gills,  and 
with  the  fore-finger  and  thumb, 
they  pull  out  the  entrails,  liver, 
and  ftomacn,  together  wuh  the 
inteftines  and  the  fat  membrane, 
which  always  adheres  to  them, 
but  without  f-parating  the  latter. 
They  are  then  plunged  into  a 
ftrong  brine  of  fait  and  water, 
and  afterwards  hung  up  till  they 
have  drained  fufficiently  dry. 

When  this  operation  is  com¬ 
pleted,  they  proceed  to  the  pack¬ 
ing,  which  confifts  in  flowing  them 
away  in  barrels  as  ciofely  as  pof- 
fible,  in  layers,  with  a  ifratum  of 
fait  over  every  layer  of  herrings ; 
taking  care  to  place  the  fifh  of 
each  fucceeding  layer  in  a  con¬ 
trary  direction.  The  barrels  are 
then  clofed.  The  greateft  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  feled  fuch  calks  as 
are  found  and  well  hooped,  for  if 
the  air  gets  admittance  the  fjlh  are 
fpoiled.  The  herrings  are  thus 
left  in  fait  a  fortnight  if  fine  fait 
has  been  employed,  or  three  weeks, 
or  a  month,  if  it  be  of  the  coarfe 
kind,  by  which  time  they  are 
fufficiently  impregnated. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  veffcl  to 
port,  the  barrels  are  immediately 
landed,  and  conveyed  to  the  place 
where  the  procefs  of  curing  is 
completed. 

The  fubfequent  operation  is  the 
moft  important  part  of  the  Dutch 
method,  as  it  prevents  the  tendency 
of  the  liquor,  charged  with  lymph 
and  blood,  to  putrefy.  It  depends 
upon  a  procefs,  by  which  the  oil 
contained  in  the  liquor  being  made 
to  commix  with  the  water,  qr  re- 
vlitceji  to  a  faponaceous  ftate,  is 


preferved  from  the  aflion  of  the 
air,  and  is  confequently  lefts  liable 
to  become  rancid. 

When  the  herrings  have  been 
fufficiently  ftirred  to  difengage  the 
lymph  and  blood  Irom  them*  the 
barrels  are  emptied  upon  large 
tables  or  benches,  provided  with 
ledges,  which  are  inclined  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  the  liquor  which 
drains  from  them  may  run  into  a 
tub,  placed  underneath.  This  li¬ 
quor  is  put  into  an  iron  pot,  and 
boiled  ;  during  the  ebullition  the 
feum  is  taken  off,  and  it  is  them 
emptied  into  a  wooden  vefTei, 
where  it  is  left  to  cool. 

They  then  take  the  roes  of 
thirty  herrings  for  each  barrel, 
and  pound  or  triturate  them  in  a 
flone  mortar,  mixing  with  them  a. 
fmali  quantity  of  the  liquor  as  the 
trituration  proceeds,  till  they  re¬ 
duce  it  to  the  ftate  of  an  emulfton, 
or  a  faponaceous  liquor.  This  they 
pour  into  the  liquor  that  has  been 
boiled,  and  removed  into  the 
wooden  veffel,  and  the  whole  is 
mixed  together.  The  fiih.  are  then 
packed  in  the  barrel,  where  they 
are  placed  in  the  manner  already 
deferibed.  When  the  cafk  is  filled, 
the  top  is  forced  down  upon  the 
fifh  ;  for  which  purpofe  a  prefs  is 
employed,  as  well  as  to  prefs  down 
the  herrings  from  tinr:  to  time 
during  the  package.  This  preffure 
is  ufetul  for  p refer ving  them,  and 
caufes  each  barrel  to  contain  one- 
third  more  than  in  the  firft  opera¬ 
tion.  The  liquor  boiled  and  mixed 
as  above  is  then  poured  in  at  the 
bung- hole  till  the  calk  is  quite 
full ;  when  the  herrings  ceafe  to 
abjforb  any  more  liquor,  the  bung 
is  driven  in,  and  the  calks  of  her¬ 
rings  are  ready  for  fale.  The  li¬ 
quor  is  only  ufed  when  cold. 

Qbfema - 


410  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804 


Obfervations  on  the  Dry  Rot  in  Tim - 
her,  and  Me  am  <of  curing  or  pre . 
•venting  it.  By  Benjamin  jfohnfon , 
Efq,  of  Ipfwich  ,*  and  Richard 
Ramfden  Brantley y  Efq.  of  Leeds, 

( From  the  Tranfadiom  of  the  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts , 
Manufactures i  and  Commerce, ) 

The  mifehief  ariflng  in  build¬ 
ings  from  that  decay  of  the  timber 
and  wood  work,  known  in  general 
by  the  name  of  the  dry  rot,  has 
been,  and  yet  continues  fo  great 
as  to  demand  every  attention  for 
its  prevention*  In  the  fecond  vo„ 
lume  of  the  firft  feries  of  this 
work  will  be  found  ft' me  valuable 
fads,  furniihed  by  Robert  Batfon, 
jEfq.  of  Limehoufe,  refpeding  the 
methods  he  took  to  prevent  this 
evil,  in  one  of  his  rooms  greatly 
affeded  by  it.  The  plan  he  adopted 
Was  to  charr  the  ends  of  his  tim¬ 
bers,  to  take  away  the  infeded 
earth  to  the  depth  of  two  feet, 
and  to  fill  up  that  fpace  with  an. 
chor-fm  th's  afhes,  or  afhes  from 
a  fbundery,  before  his  flooring- 
boards  were  laid.  On  the  i£th  of 
May  3794,  which  was  upwards  of 
iix  years  after  the  flooring  was 
laid,  as  above-mentioned,  a  minute 
examination  of  the  boards,  wain- 
fcot,  and  timbers,  was  made  in 
the  prefence  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  See.  and  they  were  all 
found  entirely  free  frofti  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  rot*  To  invefti. 
gate  the  matter  more  fully,  a  far¬ 
ther  inquiry  has  been  made  in  June 
1803,  and  an  anfwer  received, 
that  there  has  been  yet  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  dry  rot  there;  the 
Society,  therefore,  think  it  may 


be  of  confequence  to  notice  the 
fad,  and  have  inferted,  in  their 
laft  volume,  fome  other  papers 
with  which  they  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  upon  the  fubjed.  They 
contain  many  hints  deferving  pub¬ 
lic  attention,  and  which  will 
doabtlefs  tend  to  check  the  pro. 
-grefs  of  this  evil. 

Mr.  jfohnfon *s  Communication '*■ 

Some  time  between  1771  and 
1773,  I  went,  at  the  requeft  of  a 
friend,  to  the  Chapel  at  the  Lock- 
Hofpital,  through  curiofity,  to 
examine  a  pew  there,  that  had 
frequently  been  repaired  for  da. 
msges  by  the  dry  rot. 

After  a  clofe  inveftigation,  we 
found  that  it  was  the  operation  of 
a  plant,  whofe  leaf  refembled  that 
of  the  vine.  Wherever  it  had 
touched,  the  effed  of  its  poilonous 
quality  got  through  the  wood  to 
the  paint,  which  I  have  feen  a 
mere  fkin.  I  proposed  to  cover 
the  floor  with  bricks,  laid  in  mor. 
tar,  which  was  accordingly  done* 
I  called  twice  flnee,  the  laft  time 
about  feven  years  ago,  and  have 
reafon  to  think  that  it  had  never 
appeared  again. 

The  next  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
amining  it  carefully  was  at  Mark 
Hall,  in  Eflex,  the  feat  of  Mr* 
Montague  Burgoyne*  In  a  par¬ 
lour  there  were  three  pillars  of 
about  ten  inches  in  diameter,  the 
out- wood  of  which  was  between 
two  and  three  inches  thick.  Two 
of  them  were  eaten  through  in  lefs 
than  feven  years,  from  the  bafes, 
about  two  feet  upward,  within  the 
hollow,  and  were  as  rotten  as  if  it 
had  been  the  effed  ef  a  hundred 
years  Handing.  Mr.  Montague 
Burgoyns’s  gardener  was  a  bota. 

ni ft  ? 


USEFUL  PROJECTS.  *  41 1 


nift  :  we  found  the  plant  where  1 
dire&ed  him  to  fearch  for  it ;  and 
he  faid  it  was  the  Boletus  Lachrj* 
mans  #. 

At  another  time  I  faw  it  in  a 
houfe  at  Whitehall,  built  by  Sir 
John  Vanbrugh,  whole  nephew 
then  lived  in  it.  The  houfe  is,  I 
think,  only  two  ftories  high  ;  the 
plant  had  afeended  to  the  upper 
ltory,  committing  devaluation  on 
the  wainfeot  all  the  way.  It  will 
deftroy  half-inch  deal  wainfeoting 
in  a  year. 

I  have  had  it  twice  in  houfes  I 
inhabited  ;  one  in  Suffolk,  and  the 
other  in  Gloucefterlhire,  I  bore 
v/ith  rhe  firft  ;  in  the  other  cafe,  I 
undertook,  and  did  flop  it  effec. 
tualiy. 

The  caufe  is  from  the  floor 
being  laid  on  the  earth,  which  has 
been,  where  I  have  obferved,  of  a 
gravelly  or  fandy  loam.  The 
moifture  from  a  water-courfe  at 
hand,  or  a  north  afped,  where  the 
outer  wall  Hands  in  a  garden-bed, 
fo  that  the  rain  percolates,  are 
great  encouragers :  it  requires 
moifture. 

It  never  riles  in  the  middle  of 
the  floor  ;  becaufe,  if  the  feed  were 
there,  it  coaid  not  germinate  for 
want  of  air  ;  but  it  is  eafy  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  after  the  floor  is  Ihrunk, 
an  air  may  be  created  between  that 
and  the  vacancy  between  the  wain¬ 
feot  and  outer  wall,  fufficient  for 
the  purpofes  of  vegetation. 

1  faw  an  inftance,  laft  fummer, 
in  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  a  iludent 
in  botany.  He  was  furprifed  when 
I  told  him,  it  was  a  vifit  from  a 


plant ;  but  fo  it  proved,  and  always 
is,  and  ever  was  fo ;  nor  does  it 
originate  from  any  other  caufe. 

In  my  own  cafe,  I  removed  the 
Original  foil  near  the  part  affected, 
and  fupplied  its  place  with  fand. 
I  then  placed  pieces  of  tile  ;  on 
thofe  I  laid  mortar,  and  tijes  over 
them,  pulhing  them  under  the 
wainfeot,  fo  that  it  had  no  com¬ 
munication  with  the  joifts  or  floor. 
Pillars,  in  like  manner,  Ihould  be 
kept  from  the  earth. 

In  laying  a  floor  upon  the 
ground,  I  ihould  take  away  the 
earth  for  a  foot  in  breadth,  and 
four  inches  in  depth,  all  round  the 
walls,  and  place  the  ends  of  the 
joifts  in  mortar,  covering  them 
with  tiles  preffed  under  the  floor 
and  wainfeot,  quite  to  the  outward 
wall.  Iron  or  tin  plates  would 
do,  but  are  not  fo  cheap  as  mortar 
and  tiles. 

Ihis  plant  has  no  adhelive 
powers  but  in  contatt  with  wood. 
If  it  could  pafs  over  brick  or  mor¬ 
tar,  it  might  be  feen  to  fpring  from 
the  cellars,  and  infeft  half  the 
houfes  in  the  kingdom. 

In  Ihort,  the  wainfeot  is  to  be 
kept  free  from  contaft  with  the 
joifts  and  floor ;  and  I  believe  it 
cannot  be  better  effefted  than  I 
have  deferibed. 

The  leaves  of  the  plant  appear- 
ing  exhaufted  and  dead,  is  owing 
to  their  having  imparted  all  their 
juices  to  the  wood,  which  change 
it  to  a  fungus,  and  not  to  a  pow¬ 
der,  like  a  rottennefs  from  length 
of  time. 

T  he  Boletus  Lachrjmans  is  of  the 


*  Some  authors  call  it  a  parafitieal  plant;  and  it  is  fometimes  to  be  found  with  the 
Willow  and  fallow  tribe,  but  this  is  not  to  the  purpofe.  Till  within  a  few  months  I 
have  never  been  without  fome  leaves  of  the  plant.  For  many  years  they  appear  ex<* 
haufted  and  dead,  and  foon  crumble  into  dultj  but  I  fufpeft  that  freft  wood  attrads  * 
frclh  growth  from  the  root* 

fungus 
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fungus  tribe,  and  is  one  of  the 
few  that  have  leaves,  as  the  rnif- 
letoe,  &c. 

Nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to 
prevent  the  damage  from  the  plant. 
Befides  what  I  have  before  fa  id, 
I  am  pofitive  that  a  tile  laid  clofe 
along  the  walls  round  the  room 
would  prevent  the  growth  of  the 
plant,  even  without  mortar  ;  and 
perhaps  it  is  only  necelfary  where 
the  walls  are  next  to  the  air. 

Charring  the  ends  of  the  joifts 
for  a  few  inches,  and  charring  the 
fide  of  the  wainfcot  at  bottom 
next  to  the  wall,  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  \  for  the  plant  cannot  adhere 
to  any  thing  hut  wood,  and  that 
pofTelTed  of  its  natural  juices  to  a 
certain  degree ;  fo  that  I  queftion 
if  old  dry  oak  w’ould  receive  it. 

All  the  white  foft  woods,  as 
beech,  poplars,  and  deals,  are  for 
a  long  time  ready  to  receive  it. 
Repairing  the  damage  with  frefh 
wood,  without  removing  the  earth 
and  plant,  is  only  feeding  the 
evil. 

The  plant  is  of  the  creeping 
kind,  and  cannot  rife  two  inches  ; 
fa  that  wood,  in  all  cafes,  mull 
be  in  contact  with  the  earth  to 
fupport  it. 

A  fungus  broader  than  the  palm 
of  one’s  hand,  and  an  inch  or 
more  in  thicknefs,  is  commonly 
feen  at  the  bottom  of  an  old  poll, 
on  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  but  it 
is  rot  eafy  to  mfcern  whether  the 
wood  or  the  earth  furnilhes  the 
matter  ;  fo  true  is  the  obfervation 
of  Muller  : — l(  Dans  I’erude  de  la 
nature,  on  peut  nous  comparer  a, 
de  petits  enfans  qui  commencent  a 
ouvrir  les  yeux ;  nous  voulons 
parler  beaucoup,  et  nous  ne  laifons 
hue  begayer,” 

The  qualities  of  this  plant  are 


unknown  to  me  ft  Englifh  botanifts, 
as  appears  from  their  publications ♦ 
but  they  are  known  to  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  who  have  habitually  ufed 
more  wood  in  their  buildings  than 
We  have. 

I  had  lately  a  converfation  with 
an  old  friend,  who  fhewed  me  two 
parcels  of  rotten  wood,  from  an 
oak  barn  door,  laid  about  fixteen 
years  ago.  After  lying  twelve 
years  it  fhook  upon  the  joifts.  On 
examination,  it  was  found  to  be 
rotted  in  various'  parts,  and  the 
planks,  two  inches  and  a  half  in 
thicknefs,  were  nearly  eaten 
through,  though  the  outfide  was 
gloffy,  and  without  blemifh.  The 
joifts  and  a  large  middle  beam 
were  laid  at  the  ends,  in  brick 
and  mortar,  to  create  a  firm  level. 
No  earth  was  near  the  wood  ;  and 
he  thinks  that  no  air  could  find  a 
paffage.  The  rottennefs  was  partly 
an  impalpable  powder,  of  the  co¬ 
lour  of  Spanifh  fnuff,  and  other 
parts  were  black,  as  if  burnt ;  the 
reft  was  clearly  a  fungus. 

This  gentleman  is  a  perfon  of 
undoubted  veracity  ;  but  a  nice 
and  exadt  obfervation  is  neceft'ary 
in  fuch  examinations.  He  thought 
nothing  of  any  plant,  and  it  is 
likely  there  was  none  of  the  Bo¬ 
letus  ;  fo  that  my  aftertion,  that 
it  was  always  to  be  found,  was 
rather  too  fyftematic. 

I  afked  him  if  the  timber  was 
dry  when  laid  down.  He  could 
not  however  fay,  that  had  been 
particularly  adverted  to.  It  had 
been  fa  wed  from  a  large  oak,  and 
was,  as  he  thought,  in  all  refpefts 
proper  for  a  barn  floor.  As  this 
feems  not  the  operation  of  the 
Boletus,  how  did  it  happen  ? 

We  know  that  the  oak,  when 


in  vegetation,  is 


ubjeft 


to  what 
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1.  {hall  call  an  exudation  of  juices, 
which  produces  the  fungus,  named 
the  Agaric  of  the  oadc,  with  which 
the  Druids  of  old  played  many 
tricks.  The  oak,  then,  if  fawed 
ioto  thick  quantities,  may  emit 
thefe  fame  juices,  as  the  progreftive 
courfe  of  nature  to  its  entire  de- 
t»y. 

•j  We  have  all  fees  oaks  ©1  v.aft 
irze  and  ancient  record,  with  a 
great  part  of  the  outfide  whole, 
and  all  the  infide  gone ;  perhaps 
the  work  of  a  century.  In  all 
hollow  trees  fungus  is  difcover- 
able.  To  ufe  a  law  term,  it  is  a 
mifnomer  to  cail.it  dry  rot ;  for  the 
rotting  principle  is  in  moifture. 

I  had  never  feen  the  rot  upon 
fo  large  a  fcale  as  in  timber,  till 
lately.  The  prevention,  then,  ot 
beams,  rafters,  large  joifts.,  and 
polls,  put  into  the  earth,  from  de¬ 
cay  by  the  rot,  is  in  charring  only, 
which  will  dry  up  all  the  fungus 
juices  of  wood  in  large  fubftance. 
Paint,  or  a  bituminous  prepara¬ 
tion,  may  probably  jdop  up  the 
pores,  and  prevent  the  rot  in  flight 
work,  where  the  treatment  I  ber 
fore  obferved,  with  fire,  might  be 
incommodious,  as  in  hall-inch 
wainfcot,  Sec. 

The  incorruptibility  of  charcoal 
is  attefted  by  undoubted  hiftorical 
fads,  at  the  deftru&ion  or  the  fa¬ 
mous  temple  at  Ephefus.  It  was 
found  to  have  been  eredted  on  piles 
that  had  been  charred ;  and  the 
charcoal  in  Herculaneum,  after  al- 
Buoft  2000  years,  was  entire  and 
undimilhed, 

Mr.  Brcimley's  Communication . 

As  the  Society  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Arts,  Sec.  have 
for  foine  years  offered  a  premium 
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for  the  -difeovery  of  the  caufe  oc- 
cafioning  the  dry  rot  in  timber,  of 
which,  it  feems,  no.  fatisfa&ory 
account  has  yet  been  received  5 
Ihould  the  following  prove  fo,  it 
will  give  the  author  much  plea- 
fure.  To  bring  the  matter  to  the 
teft  by  experiments  would  require 
the  observation  of  a  long  period., 
and  in  feleded  foliations. 

Wood,  ufed  for  the  general  pur- 
pofes  of  man,  is  cut  down  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods ;  and  although  it 
may  be  felled  at  the  proper  feafon, 
or  when  moil:  free  from,  fap  or 
moifture,  it  is  not  always  to  be 
effected. 

Even  admitting  it  to  have  been 
cut  down  in  the  moil  favourable 
fituation,  it  flill  abounds  with  fuck, 
an  extra  proportion  of  moifture,  as 
to  require  a  regular  expofure  to 
the  air,  prior  to  its  being  applied 
to  ufe,  if  we  wifh  to  guard  againfl: 
that  lhrinking-  which  always  takes 
place,  where  this  precaution  has 
not  been  taken. 

Although  the  fir  kind  contains 
kfs  of  this  watery  portion,  yet  it 
affuredly  poffeffes  a  con  fide  r  able 
fliare  ;  and  it  is  in  this  fpecies,  £ 
apprehend,  that  the  evil  called  the 
dry  rot  inoft  generally  occurs,  m 
from  the  facility  of  working  the 
fame,  it  is  moil  generally  applied 
in  buildings. 

But  fuppofing  it  to  be  fir.,  or 
any  other  fpeGies ;  wood  felled 
when  abounding  with  any  extra 
proportion  of  fap,  and  applied  to 
ufe  without  the  proper  feafoning  ©r 
expofure  to  a  free  current  of  air, 
until  fuch  extra  moifture  has  had 
time  to  exhale,  is  moft  liable  to 
the  difeafe  in  queftion  ;  and  the 
cure,  or  principal  prevention agsinft; 
it,  would  be  the  precaution  of  fell¬ 
ing  all  wood  only  at  the  proper 

feafon. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


414* 

feafon,  or  when  the  fap  is  not  in 
circulation.  The  next  mode  of 
prevention  would  be  to  ufe  fuch 
wood  only  as  has  been  for  a  con- 
iiderable  period  expofed  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  free  current  of  air,  or 
where  convenience  will  admit,  to 
that  of  air  heated  to  a  moderate 
degree;  fuch  air  extrafting  with 
greater  facility  the  inclofed  moif- 
ture,  and  in  a  more  certain  ratio 
than  the  irregularity  of  our  atmo. 
fphere  will  allow. 

In  all  rapidly  improving  coun¬ 
tries  this  evil  is  likely  to  be  an 
increafing  one,  as  the  current  de¬ 
mand  for  wood  generally  exceeds 
the  fupplies  laid  by  in  (lore,  fo  as 
to  be  applied  to  ufe  in  regular  fuc- 
ceffion,  after  being  properly  fea- 
foned. 

Another  caufe  that  affefts  all 
wood  moft  materially,  when  not 
fully  dried,  is  the  application  of 
paint,  the  nature  of  which  prevents 
all  exhalation,  and  confines  the  in¬ 
clofed  moifture,  till  it  occafions  a 
fermentation  through  the  whole 
fibrous  fyftem  of  the  wood,  and 
brings  on  a  premature  ftate  of  de- 
compofition,  or  the  dry  rot. 

A  fimilar  evil  may  be  induced, 
in  confequence  of  any  newly- 
finilhed  building  having  all  the 
doors  and  windows  Ihut  up,  and 
that  for  fome  length  of  time,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  moift  weather.  The 
wood,  even  though  unpainted,  is 
thus  frequently  placed  in  an  at- 
mofphere  more  charged  with  va. 
pour  than  its  own  internal  con¬ 
tents,  and  is  confequently  in  an 
Imbibing  inftead  of  an  exhaling 
ftate,  and  tending  to  decay.  Wood 
placed  in  dampith  fituations,  and 
the  ends  of  timbers  near  to  moift 
walls,  fuffer  from  fimilar  caufes. 
What  particularly  attracted  my 
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observation  to  the  circumftancei 
was  this,  that  both  oak  and  fir 
polls  were  brought  into  this  pre¬ 
mature  ftate  of  decay,  from  their 
having  been  painted  prior  to  the 
due  evaporation  of  their  moifture ; 
and  then  extending  the  obferva- 
tion,  and  tracing  the  hiftory  of 
other  wood  affe&ed  in  a  fimilar 
manner,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
evil  frequently  thus  originates,  and 
its  prevention  would  be  in  ufrng 
timber  previoufly  well  dried  and 
feafoned. 


Since  I  communicated  the  pre¬ 
ceding  obfervations  relative  to  the 
dry  rot  in  timber,  1  have  been 
bufily  engaged  in  draining  4  to 
5000  acres  of  ground,  and  farther 
ideas  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  dry  rot 
have  recurred  to  me  from  the  work 
I  have  been  engaged  in,  which 
may  probably  be  worthy  of  atten¬ 
tion. 

Where  houfes  are  troubled  with 
damp  walls,  near  to  the  earth's 
furface,  it  is  generally,  if  not 
universally,  occafioned  by  the  per¬ 
colation  of  water  from  the  higher 
adjoining  ground,  which,  thus  in¬ 
tercepted  in  its  current,  attempts 
to  follow  the  general  hydroftatic 
law,  of  elevating  itfelf,  by  the 
fyphon  line,  to  a  height  equal  to 
that  from  whence  it  has  its  origin. 
Thus,  in  houfes  differently  fituat- 
ed,  we  fee  the  damp  arifing,  to 
varying  degrees  of  height,  on  the 
walls ;  and  thofe  are  probably  all 
correfponding  to  the  height  at 
which  the  moifture  circulates  in 
the  adjoining  ground.  At  its  firft 
entrance  to  the  building,  and  whilft 
the  moifture  is  in  fmall  quantity, 
the  excavated  part  of  the  founda¬ 
tion  wall  may  abforb,  and  gra¬ 
dually 
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dually  quit  fiich  proportions  ;  but 
the  excefs,  as  is  generally  the  cafe 
in  moid  weather,  exceeding  that 
power,  the  foundation  (tones  are 
then  faturated  in  a  more  rapid 
proportion  than  the  adjoining  rare¬ 
fied  internal  atmofphere  can  eva¬ 
porate:  the  watery  particles  then 
creep  up,  in  degrees  proportionate 
to  the  afcent  from  which  they  ori¬ 
ginally  defcended,  excepting  when 
prevented,  or  driven  off  by  the 
fuperior  heat  of  the  adjoining 
rooms,  when,  in  addition  to  the 
difagreeable  damp  they  caufe,  they 
frequently  occafion  confiderable 
damage  to  pictures,  furniture,  &c. 
Drains  laid  out  athwart  the  af- 
cending  ground,  with  a  very  (light 
defcent  or  fall,  and  made  of  the 
depth  of  one  yard  for  each  yard 
of  afcent,  and  from  the  foundation 
until  equal  to  the  height  that  fuch 
damp  ever  rifes,  would,  there  is 
little  doubt,  completely  fecure  the 
houfe  and  furniture  from  the  in¬ 
conveniences  hitherto  fuftained, 
and  would  generally  prove  an  ef¬ 
fectual  prevention  to  mod  cafes  of 
the  dry  rot,  where  it  originates 
in  extreme  moidure.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  fungus  which 
pervades  decaying  wood  is  not  the 
firft  caufe,  but  an  attendant  on  the 
peculiar  (late  to  which  fuch  wood 
has  been  reduced  by  prior  caufes. 
The  difTeminated  feeds  finding  a 
proper  bed,  or  nidus ,  like  to  the 
mufliroom,  toads- tool.  See .  fix 
their  abode  there,  and  pervade  the 
whole  fubftance,  thus  accelerating 
the  general  law  of  Providence, 
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which  tends  to  make  all  matter 
reproductive. 

Cellars,  or  fuch  other  places, 
(hould  be  drained  in  the  manner  I 
have  above  mentioned,  by  taking 
off  the  percolating  water,  prior 
to  its  gaining  admifiion  to,  or 
contaCl  with,  the  walls ;  and  it  is 
probable  that,  in  mod  cafes,  a 
(ingle  drain  will  have  complete 
effeCt ;  it  would  affu redly  do  fo,  if 
it  was  not  for  the  variation  of  the 
earth’s  internal  ftrata,  which  are 
not  eafily  difeernible.  If  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  rule  was  paid  prior  to 
the  building  any  new  (Ireets  in 
towns,  it  would  prove  effentially 
ufeful. 


The  Society  have  been  informed, 
that  mortar  made  of  lime  from 
burnt  chalk  is  much  more  dedruc- 
tive  to  timber  than  done  lime,  or 
that  burnt  from  lime-done.  Chalk 
lime  attracts  moidure,  and  com¬ 
municating  it  to  any  timber  which 
it  touches,  occafions  its  decay. 

Sea  fand  is  alfo  prejudicial,  if 
made  imt©  mortar,  from  a  fimilar 
quality  of  attracting  moidure  from 
the  atmofphere  :  this  may  in  fome 
degree  be  corrected  by  waffling  the 
fand  well  in  freffi  water,  where 
good  fand  cannot  be  procured. 

Good  mortar,  where  any  is  re. 
quired  to  be  in  contaCl  with  tim¬ 
ber,  may  be  made  from  a  mixture 
of  done  lime  freffi  burnt,  and  river 
fand,  to  which  a  very  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  common  brown,  or  yellow 
iron  ochre,  (hould  be  added,  and 
well  incorporated  therewith. 
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fFrom  Binghy*  s  Tour  round  North 
Walts. ) 

THE  ancient  Britifh  Bards 
were  divided  into  three  effen- 
tial  claiTes  of  Derwydd,  Bardd, 
and  Ovydd  *,  or  Druid,  Bard, 
and  Ovate.  Of  thefe  there  was 
©nC  chief  head,  called  the  Arch 
Druid,  to  whom  the  whole  ren¬ 
dered  an  implicit  obedience,  and 
By  whom  they  were  guided  in 
condu&ing  their  mod  important 
affairs.  He  was  efteemed  fupreme 
throughout  the  whole  nation,  and 
to  his  tribunal  the  people  annually 
affembled,  and,  in  appeals  that 
were  made  to  him,  he  gave  a  final 
judgment,  to  which  the  parties 
were  obliged  to  abide.  On  the 
death  of  the  Arch  Druid,  the 
next  in  dignity  and  reputation 
fucceeded  him  ;  but,  if  the  merits 
©ffeveral  were  equal,  the  eleftion 
was  made  by  the  colled ed  votes  of 
the  inferior  orders.  The  habita¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  Arch  Druid  is 
fuppofed  ro  have  been  near  Llani- 
dan,  on  the  fouth  eafl  coafl  of 


Anglefea,  where  arefaid,  even  yety 
to  be  left  fome  flight  vefliges  of 
Tre’r  Dryw,  the  Arch  Druid’ s 
manfion  :  Bod-Drudau,  the  ..bode 
of  the  Druids  :  and  near  them 
B6d-owyr,  the  rcfidence  of  the 
Ovates,  and  Tre’r  Beirdd,  the 
abode  of  Bards. 

The  Druids  were  employed 
chiefly  in  the  exercife  of  religious 
fundions,  and  it  was  their  prero¬ 
gative  to  preflde  over  the  rites  and 
my  if  cries  of  their  religion.  The 
office  of  the  Bards  was  to  fing  to 
the  multitude  their  religious  pre¬ 
cepts  ;  to  fing  to  the  harp  at  their 
nuptials  and  funeral  obfequies, 
their  games  and  other  folemnities  ; 
and,  at  the  head  of  the  armies,  to 
chant  the  praifes  of  thofe  who  had 
flgnalized  themfelves  by  virtuous 
or  heroic  a&ions.  The  Ovate 
appears  to  have  conduced  the 
moft  trivial  duties  appertaining  to 
their  religion,  and  as  a  difciple  to 
have  been  in  preparation  by  the 
fludy  of  nature,  for  the  higher  and 
more  important  offices  of  Bard  and 
Druid. 

Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  tragedy  of 
CaraCfacus,  has  recognized  all  thefe 


*  Strabo,  Lib.  xv.  Derwydd  means  tbe  body  of  the  oak,  and,  by  implication,  the 
man  of  the  oak,  from  the  Britifh  word  derw,  an  oak,  and  ydd,  a  termination  of  nouns. 
Bardd  fignifies  the  branching  or  what  fprings  from,  derived  from  bar,  a  branch,  or  the 
top.  Ovydd  implies  the  difciple,  from  6v,  ra'Wy  and*ydd,  above  explained. 

'  Jones’s  Bards,  p.  2. 

orders* 
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orders*  where,  having  fpoken  of 
the  Arch  Druid,  he  fays, 

His  brotherhood, 

Poflefs  the  neighbouring  cliffs, 

On  the  left 

Reftde  the  fages  IkillM  in  nature’s  lore  : 

Yonder  grots, 

Are  tenanted  by  bards,  who  nightly  thence, 
Rob’d  in  their  flowing  veils  of  innocent 
White, 

Defcend  with  harps  that  glitter  to  the 
moon, 

Hymning  immortal  drains. 

The  Druids  and  Eards  were  the 
divines,  the  legifiators  *,  and  phy- 
ficians  of  the  ancient  Britons  ;  they 
compofed  hymns  for  the  ufe  of  the 
temples,  and  accompanied  them 
with  their  harps.  They  fang  the 
e hence  and  immortality  of  the 
foul ;  the  works  of  nature  ;  the 
courfe  of  celeftial  bodies ;  the  or¬ 
der  and  harmony  of  the  fpheres  ; 
and  the  encomiums  on  the  virtues 
of  eminent  men.  In  later  periods, 
they  kept  an  account  of  the  de- 
fcent  of  families;  emblazoned  their 
arms,  and  compofed  fongs  on  the 
valiant  actions  of  illuftrious  war¬ 
riors,  in  heroic  verfe,  which  they 
chanted  to  their  harps,  and  confe- 
quently  were  the  national  hif- 
torians ;  and  from  them  much  of 
the  ancient  hiftory  of  this  country 
has  been. collected. 

The  Druids  were  accounted  the 
fir  ft  and  moft  diftinguifhed  order  of 
the  nation  :  they  were  frequently 
chofen  from  the  moft  refpeftable 
families  :  and  the  honours  of  their 
birth,  aided  by  thofe  of  their 
function,  procured  them  the  higheft 
veneration  amongft  the  people. 
The  authority  even  of  the  kings 


was  greatly  controuied  by  them  ; 
for,  being  confidered  as  the  inter¬ 
preters  of  the  Gods,  their  power, 
and  confequently  the  honour  paid 
to  them,  was  incredibly  great. 

On  all  important  occafions,  the 
Bards  were  ambaffadors  between 
contending  chiefs  ;  and  their  per- 
fons  were  at  all  times  held  facred* 
“  Cairbar/’  fays  Offian,  <(  feared 
to  ftretch  his  fword  to  the  Bards, 
though  his  foul  was  dark.  Loofe 
(faid  the  noble  Cathmor)  the  Bards* 
They  are  the  Tons  of  other  times. 
Their  voice  (hall  be  heard  in  other 
years,  when  the  kings  of  Temora 
have  failed.”  They,  as  well  as 
the  Druids,  were  exempted  from 
all  military  fervices,  even  in  times 
of  the  greateft  danger  ;  and,  when 
they  attended  their  patrons  into 
the  field,  to  fing  their  heroic  ac¬ 
tions,  they  had  a,  guard  afligned 
them  for  their  protection. 

Whatever  religious  opinions  the 
Druids  might  privately  entertain, 
they  certainly,  in  public,  either 
worfliipped  a  multiplicity  of  deities, 
or  one  God  under  fevera!  titles  and 
appellations  :  of  which  was  Teu- 
tares,  or  Mercury,  the  inventor 
of  arts,  and  the  chief  conductor  of 
travels  and  expeditions  ;  then, 
next  in  order,  came  Apollo,  Mars, 
Jupiter,  and  Minerva,  under  dif¬ 
ferent  Britiftr  names.  To  thefe 
they  offered  human  victims.  On 
folemn  occafions  they  reared  huge 
images,  whofe  members,  wrought 
with  oziers,  they  filled  with  living 
men,  or  with  different  kinds  of 
animals  ;  and,  fetting  fire  to  them, 
confumed  thefe  miferable  viCtims, 
as  facrifices  to  their  cruel  deities. 


*  They  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firfl  framers  of  laws  in  Britain.  The 
$rft  written  laws  are  faid  to  have  been  thole  of  Dynvwal  Moelmud,  King  of  Britain, 
440  years  before  Chrift,  called  the  Moelmutian  laws. 

Vot.  XLVI.  or  Vol.  XV.  New  Series,  *Ee  Thieves, 
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Th  ieves,  robbers,  and  other  male¬ 
factors,  were  preferred  for  this 
purpofe;  but  if  thefewere  wanting, 
innocent  perfons  were  taken.  Dio¬ 
dorus  Siculus  fays,  that  condemned 
criminals  ufed  to  be  referred  tor 
five  years;  and,  on  a  certain  day, 
facruiced  all  together.  Captives 
of  war  were  alio  immolated  in  the 
fame  manner.  Jt  was  alfo  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  their  creed,  that  nothing 
ihort  of  the  life  of  a  man,  offered  a 
facrifice  on  their  altars,  could  atone 
with  the  Gods  for  the  death  of 
another  man. 

A  lingular  relic  of  the  ancient 
facritices  cf  the  Druids,  is  yet  re¬ 
maining  in  feme  parts  of  North 
W  ales.  When  a  violent  difeafe 
breaks  out  amongft  the  horned 
cattle,  the  farmers  ©f  the  diftrid 
where  it  rages  join  to  give  up  a 
bullock  for  a  vidim,  which  is  car  ¬ 
ried  to  the  top  of  fome  neighbour¬ 
ing  precipice,  from  whence  it  is 
thrown  headlong  down  ;  and  this 
'they  call  “  calling  a  captive  to  the 
devil.” 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Druids 
taught  the  Pythagorean  dodrine  of 
tranfmigration  of  fouls  into  other 
bodies ;  but  Lucan  and  Marcellinus 
both  reprefen t  them  as  teaching, 
that  the  foul,  after  death,  af- 
cended  into  fome  higher  orb,  where 
it  enjoyed  more  perfed  happi- 
nefs. 

Their  ads  of  worfhip  were  all 
performed  in  the  open  air;  for 
they  thought  it  derogated  from  the 
greatnefs  of  their  Gods  to  confine 
them  within  walls.  The  places 
appropriated  for  this  purpofe  ap¬ 


pear  to  have  been  groves  of  oak, 
Pliny  fays  <c  they  drefs  and  culti¬ 
vate  groves  of  oak  ;  for,  without 
that  tree,  or  thofe  groves,  they 
never  celebrate  any  part  of  their 
facred  fundions.”  Thefe  groves 
were  great  inclofures  of  tall  and 
fpreading  oaks>  fui rounding  their 
moll  facred  places.  In  thefe  they 
had  their  mounts  and  hillocks, 
which  they  called  Gorfeddau,  from 
their  fetting  aloft  upon  them, 
when  they  pronounced  their  decrees 
and  fentences,  and  made  their  fo- 
lemn  orations  to  the  people;  or 
there  ereded  pillars,  to  which 
fome  think  they  yielded  divine  ho¬ 
nours,  as  the  memorials  of  their 
deified  heroes. 

They  placed  a  very  high  myflery 
in  the  milletoe  *  of  the  oak;  for 
when  the  end  of  their  year  was, 
near,  they  marched  in  proceffion, 
with  great  folemnity,  to  gather 
it,  in  order  to  prefent  it  to  their 
D*  ity  :  inviting  all  the  world  to 
affift  at  the  ceremony,  in  thefe 
words  :  —  cs  The  New  Year  .is  at 
hand,  gather  the  milletoe.”  The 
facrifices  being  ready,  the  prieft 
afeended  the  oak,  and,  with  2 
golden  hook,  cut  off  the  milletoe. 
which  was  received  in  a  white  gar¬ 
ment  fpread  for  the  purpofe.  Thi; 
part  of  the  ceremony  being  ended 
the  vidims,  two  white  bulls  tha 
had  never  been  yoked,  wer< 
brought  forth,  and  offered  up  witl 
prayers,  for  the  profperity  o 
thofe  to  whom  had  been  givei 
fo  precious  a  boon.  The  mifletO' 
thus  gathered,  was  deemed  an  an 
tidote  to  all  poifons  ;  and  the( 


*  fn  fome  parts  of  Wales,  the  mifletoe  was  called  all-iach,  all-heal;  pren-awyr 
thtt  ceieftial  tree ;  and  uchelwydd,  the  lofty  fhrub.  Befides  this  plant,  the  Druid 
rstu#!iy  gathered  lycopodium  felago,  fir-leaved  club-mols  ;  and  famolus  valerandi, 
ram- d-leaved  water  pimpernel,  both  of  which  they  applied  to  medical  ufes. 
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ufed  it  as  a  fpecific  againft  fie- 
rility. 

The  moft  facred  folemnities  of 
the  Druids  were  ufually  performed 
on  the  fixth  day  of  the  moon, 
which  was  always  the  firft  day  of 
their  month's*  But  befides  this,  it 
appears  probable  that  they  had 
alfo,  with  the  generality  of  man¬ 
kind,  one  day  in  feven  fet  apart 
for  divine  worfhip.  What  other 
feftivals,  or  anniverfary  folemni¬ 
ties,  they  had,  we  know  not  ;  yet 
it  is  not  unlikely,  but  that  they 
had  fet  times,  and  peculiar  cele¬ 
brations,  for  many  of  their  deified 
warriors. 

To  be  excluded  from  their  fa¬ 
cred  rites,  was  efieemed  the  moft 
grievous  punifhment  that  the 
Druids  could  inflict  ;  and  they 
had  the  power  of  doing  this  to  any 
that  they  judged  it  proper.  Thofe 
againft  whom  this  lenience  of  ex- 
communication  was  pronounced, 
were  confldered  as  impious,  and 
their  fociety  was  fhunned  by  all. 
They  were  denied  the  protection 
of  the  law,  and  were  rendered  in¬ 
capable  of  any  honour  or  truft. 
The  Druids  took  every  care  to  in¬ 
culcate  in  the  people  the  indifpen- 
fible  obligation  of  their  fubmitting 
to  the  neceflary  rites  and  duties  of 
oblation  and  facrifice,  together 
with  their  own  indifpu table  power, 
of  defigning  and  appropriating 
whatever  perfons  or  things  they 
thought  proper,  for  the  cruel  vic¬ 
tims  of  their  altars.  This  power, 
which  was  the  chief  prop  of  the 
Druidical  authority,  they  retained 
to  the  laft. 

The  difciples  of  the  Druidical 
Bards  underwent  a  noviciate  of 
twenty  years,  during  which  time 
they  learned  an  immenfe  number 


of  verfes,  in  which  they  preferved 
the  principles  of  their  religious 
and  civil  polity?  by  uninterrupted 
tradition,  for  many  centuries. 
Though  the  ufe  of  letters  was  fa¬ 
miliar  to  them,  they  did  not  deem 
it  lawful  to  commit  thefe  verfes  to 
writing,  in  order  that,  by  this 
means,  they  might  ftrengthen  their 
intellectual  faculties,  and  keep  their 
myfterious  knowledge  from  the 
contemplation  of  the  vulgar. 

The  metre,  in  which  thefe  ora» 
cular  inftruCtions  were  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  people,  was  called 
Englyn  Milwr,  cr  the  Warrior’s 
Song  ;  and  is  a  kind  of  triplet 
ftanza.  That  the  Englilh  reader 
may  have,  forne  idea  of  their  con- 
ft  ruCtion,  I  have  infer  ted,  from. 
Jones’s  Muflcal  and  Poe  leal  Re¬ 
lics  of  the  Welfh  Bards,  tranfla- 
tions  oi  five  of  them.  Thefe  have 
the  fame  number  of  lines  and  feet 
as  the  original  ;  and  the  fenfe  is 
preferved,  as  n  at  as  the  limits  of 
the  metre  would  allow.  The  two 
firft  lines  do  not  feem  to  have  muck 
connection  with  the, laft  ;  however, 
there  appears  to  have  h  en  no 
fin  a  II  degree  of  art  employed  in 
their  compofition.  In  the  firft 
lines,  the  Druid  deferibes,  either 
actions  that  are  familiar  ro  every 
one,  or  the  appearance  of  viftble 
objeCts  ;  he  then  concludes,  with  a 
precept  of  morality,  or  a  prover¬ 
bial  fentence  ;  and,  by  annexing 
to  it  undoubted,  faCt,  artfully  im¬ 
plies,  and  engages  the  mind  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  truth  of  the  moral  maxim, 
as  equally  clear  and  well  (flab* 
lifhed  as  the  identity  of  material 


In  the  oak’s  high-tow’ring  grove. 
Dwells  the  liberty  I  love. — 
Babblers  from  thy  truft  remove. 


5 


*  E  e  2 


Liberty 
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Liberty  I  feek  and  have, 

Wh  ere  the  greenbirchen  branches  wave.— 
Keep  a  fecret  from  a  knave. 

Snow  a  robe  o’er  hamlets  flings: 

In  the  wood  the  raven  flings.— 

Too  much  fleep  no  profit  brings. 

When  the  mountain  fnow  is  fpread. 

Stags  love  funny  vales  to  tread. — 

Vain  is  forrow  for  the  dsad. 

Fair  the  nlcon’s  refplendent  bow, 

Shining  on  the  mountain  fnow.— 

Peace  the  wicked  never  know. 

In  all  the  orders  of  Druidifm, 
the  hair  was  worn  very  fhort,  and 
the  beards  extremely  long.  All 
wore  long  habits  ;  and  the  Druids, 
when  performing  their  religious 
rites,  had  on  robes  of  white,  as 
emblems  of  truth  and  piety.  The 
Bards  at  thefe  times  wore  azure 
garments,  with  cowls  to  them,  as 
fy mbols  of  heaven,  peace,  and 
fidelity  ;  and  the  garments  of  the 
O.vates  were  green,  the  emblems  of 
learning  and  truth. 

1  he  immenfe  power  that  the 
Druids  had  acquired,  drew  upon 
them  the  vengeance  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  who,  in  other  inftances, 
were  not  often  intolerant.  The 
pretext  for  fid!  attacking  them, 
was  the  cruelty  committed  in  their 
(acred  rites  ;  but  the  true  reafon 
was  certainly  the  great  influence 
that  they  had  obtained  over  the 
people.  The  authority  of  the 
Druids  in  Gaul  was,  by  various 
means,  fo  much  reduced  in  the  time 
of  Claudius,  that  they  are  faid  to 
have  been  entirely  defiroyed  there, 
about  the  year  45,  by  that  Em¬ 
peror.  And  in  Britain,  Suetonius 
Pauiinus,  the  governor  of  the  coun¬ 
try  under  Nero,  having  taken  the 


ifland  of  Anglefea,  not  only  eut 
down  the  facred  groves  of  the  Dru¬ 
ids,  and  overturned  their  altars, 
but  alfo  confumed  many  of  the 
Druids  themfelves,  in  thofe  fires 
that  had  been  kindled  for  facri- 
heing  the  Roman  captives,  had 
that  army  been  defeated. 

Immediately  after  this  event, 
thofe  who  efcaped  fled  from  the 
country,  and  fought  refuge  in  the 
adjacent  iflands  of  Ireland,  the 
Me  of  Man  and  Bardfey,  places  to 
which  the  Roman  fword  had  not 
at  that  time  reached.  The  theory 
of  the  Britifh  mufic  is  faid  to  have 
moved  with  them,  and  to  have 
fettled  in  Ireland,  which,  from 
that  period,  continued,  for  many 
ages,  the  feat  of  learning  aud  phi- 
lofophy. 

The  Bards,  having  now  loft 
their  facred  Druidical  charafter, 
began  to  appear  in  an  honourable, 
though  lefs  dignified  capacity,  at 
j:he  courts  of  the  Britifh  kings. 
The  mufic,  as  well  as  the  poetry, 
of  Britain,  no  doubt  received  a 
tindlure  from  the  martial  fpirit  of 
the  times  ;  and  the  Bards,  who 
©nee  had  dedicated  their  profeffion 
to  the  worfhip  of  the  Gods  in  their 
Sylvan  temples,  the  celebration  of 
public  foleinnities,  and  the  praife 
of  all  the  arts  of  peace,  and  who 
had  repreffed  the  fury  of  armies, 
prepared  to  rufh  upon  each  other’s 
(pears  ;  now, 

if, 

With  other  echo  taught  the'fhades 
To  anl’wer  and  relound  far  other  fong. 

At  the  commencement  of  the 
6th  century  they  began  to  refume 
the  harp  with  unufual  energ\ ,  to 
animate  their  country  in  their 

flruggle 


ANTIQUITIES. 


£  niggle  with  the  Saxons  ;  but, 
from  the  ninth  to  the  eleventh,  if 
we  are  to  judge  from  the  few 
pieces  that  are  extant,  compofed 
during  that  period,  their  mufe 
feems  again  to  have  received  a 
check.  The  hiatus  continues  till 
the  time  of  Prince  Gryfrydd  ap 
Cynan,  who,  about  1100,  re¬ 
reformed  many  diforders  which 
prevailed  among#  the  Bards.  Being 
educated  in  Ireland,  this  prince, 
either  from  a  partiality  to  the  mu. 
fic  of  his  own  country,  or  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  fuperior  excellence  to 
that  of  Wales,  invited  over  from 
thence  feveral  of  the  mod  ce¬ 
lebrated  muficians,  and  formed  a 
body  of  inditutes  for  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  their  manners,  and  the 
corre&ion  of  their  art  and  prac¬ 
tice. 

This  reformation  was  effe&ed 
by  dividing  them  into  clafles,  and 
affigrting  to  each  clafs  a  diftinht 
profeffion  and  employment.  It 
was  made  their  office  to  applaud 
the  living  and  to  record  the  dead. 
They  were  required  to  poffefs 
learning  and  genius,  a  fkill  in 
pedigrees,  an  acquaintance  with 
the  laws  and  metres  of  poetry, 
a  knowledge  of  harmony,  a  fine 
voice,  and  the  command  of  an  in- 
ftrument.  They  were  diftributed 
into  three  grand  orders  of  poets, 
heralds,  and  muficians  ;  each  of 
which  again  branched  into  fub- 
ordinate  diftindfions. 

The  firft  clafs  of  the  poets  con¬ 
fided  of  hiftorical  or  antiquarian 
Bards,  who  at  times  mixed  pro¬ 
phecy  with  their  infpiration  :  they 
were  alfo  critics  and  teachers,  and 
to  them  belonged  the  praife  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  the  cenfure  of  vice.  It 
was  their  duty  to  celebrate  the 
gifts  of  fancy  and  poetry.  Of 
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them  it  was  required,  to  addrefs 
married  women  without  the  air  of 
gallantry  ;  and  the  clergy,  in  a 
ferious  drain,  fuitable  to  their 
function  ;  to  fatirize  without  in¬ 
decency,  and  without  lampoon¬ 
ing  ;  to  anfvver  and  overthrow  the 
lampoons  of  the  inferior  Bards. 

The  fecond  clafs  was  formed  of 
domed ic  Bards,  who  redded  in 
the  houfes  of  the  great,  to  cele¬ 
brate  their  exploits  and  amiable 
qualities  ;  they  fang  the  praifes  of 
generality,  contentment,  domedic 
happinefs,  and  all  the  focial  vir¬ 
tues  ;  and,  in  this  manner,  emi¬ 
nently  contributed  to  enliven  the 
leifure  of  their  patrons. 

The  third  clafs  confided  of  the 
Herald  Bards,  who  were  the  na¬ 
tional  chroniclers,  and  were  alfo 
well  verfed  in  pedigrees  and  bla¬ 
zonry  of  arms,  and  in  the  works 
of  the  primary  Bards.  They  could 
trace  back  the  defcents  of  their 
princes,  and  nobles,  as  far  as  Bell, 
Sylvius,  iEneas,  or  even  to  Adam 
himfelf.  Their  poetry  was  of  a 
humbler  kind  ;  it  was  ufually  con¬ 
fined  to  fubjefts  of  jocularity  and 
mimickry,  invettive  and  reproach. 

Of  the  mufical  Bards,  the  firft 
clafs  was  appropriated  to  the  per¬ 
formers  on  the  harp ;  the  fecond 
contained  performers  on  the  fix- 
ftringed  Crwth.  The  third  confided 
of  fingers,  whofe  employment  it 
was  to  fing  to  the  harps  of  others, 
the  compofitions  of  the  poetical 
Bards  ;  but  from  thefe  a  variety 
of  other  qualifications  was  ex¬ 
pelled  , 

The  Eideddfod,  the  Britilh 
Olympic,  was  a  triennial  ademhly 
of  the  Bards,  for  the  regulation  of 
poetry  and  mufic  ;  for  conferring 
honorary  degrees,  and  advancing  to 
the  chair  of  the  Eifteddtod,  by  the 
*  E  e  3  decifioi; 
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decifion  of  a  poetical  and  mu¬ 
ll  cal  conteft,  fome  of  the  rival 
candidates ;  or  eft abl idling,  in  that 
honourable  feat,  the  chief  Bard, 
who  had  already  occupied  it.  This 
alfembly  was  ufually  held  at  Aber- 
fFraw,  the  royal  feat  of  the  an¬ 
cient  princes  of  North  Wales  ;  in 
Anglefea  ;  or  fometimes  at  Dine- 
vawr,  in  Caermarthenlhire,  the 
cattle  of  the  princes  of  South 
Wales  ;  or  Mathraval,  in  Mont- 
jgomeryfhire,  the  royal  palace  of 
the  princes  of  Powys. 

Before  any  perfon  could  be  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  Eifteddfod,  the  per- 
iniffionof  the  prince  or  lord,  within 
whofe  jurifdidion  he  lived,  was 
to  be  obtained.  If  he  defired  to 
proceed  to  degrees  in  poetry,  he 
was  obliged,  at  his  p  refen  tation, 
to  explain  the  five  metres  of  fong, 
and  to  ling  them  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  one  of  the  principal  Bards 
would  declare  upon  his  confeience, 
that  he  was  competent  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  Pie  then  became  a  pupil 
of  fome  one  of  the  principal  Bards, 
whom  he  was  obliged  to  at¬ 
tend  annually  in  Lent,  and  with¬ 
out  whofe  approbation  he  could 
make  no  competition  public  ;  and, 
during  three  years,  that  is,  till  the 
next  Eifteddfod,  he  remained  an 
under-graduate,  and  was  called 
Difgybl  yfpas  cerdd  davod,  a  pro¬ 
bationary  ftudent  of  poetry. 

At  the  next  Eifteddfod,  he  was 
examined  for  the  degree  of  Dif¬ 
gybl  Difgy  blaidd,  or  Bachelor  of 
the  Art  of  Poetry. 

After  another  like  interval,  the 
Bard  took  the  degree  of  Difgybil 
Penceirddiaidd,  or  Matter  of  the 
Art  of  Poetry  ;  for  which  it  was 
requifite  that  he  fhould  underhand 
the  rules  of  grammar  and  rhetoric  ; 
and  analyfe  and  explain  the  aL 


literative  concatenations  of  the 
language  ;  to  efcape  all  the  errors, 
and  to  fing  melodioufly  in  parts 
twenty ^one  of  the  metres. 

To  the  Pencerdd,  or  Profettor 
of  Poetry,  who  obtained  his  de¬ 
gree  at  the  end  of  the  fame  period, 
belonged  the  whole  rnyftery  of 
the  art.  He  was  able  to  fing  in 
harmony  or  concord,  and  was  well 
verfed  in  tranfpofed  alliteration. 
Among  his  qualifications  are  enu¬ 
merated  fertility  in  poetical  fub~ 
jeds  ;  a  ttore  of  matter  and  inven¬ 
tion  ;  authority  of  decifion;  and  a 
facility  in  compofing  in  praife  of 
the  great,  what  would  be  heard  or 
received  with  the  moft  delight, 
and  longeft  retained  in  memory. 

The  degrees  in  mufic  appear  to 
have  been  much  the  fame  in  form 
with  thofe  in  poetry.  The  can¬ 
didate  was,  for  the  firft  three  years, 
a  Probationary  Student  in  mufic 
without  a  degree.  At  the  end  of 
that  term  he  became  a  Graduate 
Probationary  Student.  His  fecond 
degree,  at  the  end  of  fix  years, 
was  Bachelor,  and  at  the  end  of 
nine,  was  Matter  of  Mufic  ;  and, 
as  in  poetry,  the  higheft  degree 
was  Pencerdd  Athraw,  or  Dodor 
of  Mufic. 

If  a  difciple  of  any  degree  was 
difeovered  in  taverns,  or  fecret 
places,  playing  for  money  at  dice, 
or  any  other  game,  any  perfon  was 
authorized  to  take  Lorn  him  what¬ 
ever  money  was  found  in  his  purfe. 
For  mockery  and  denfion,  and  the 
invention  or  propagation  of  falfe- 
hood,  they  were  puniChed  by  fine 
and  imprifonment ;  for  the  laws 
fay  the  Bards  fnall  be  eafy  and 
peaceful  in  their  manners,  friendly 
in  their  difpofitions,  and  humble 
in  their  fer vices  to  their  prince, 
and  his  adherents. 

The 
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The  Eifteddfod  was  a  rigid 
fchool.  The  poetical,  or  mufical 
difciple,  who  at  the  expiration  of 
his  triennial  term  was  not  able  to 
obtain  a  higher  degree,  was  con¬ 
demned  even  to  lofe  that  which  he 
had  already  poflfefled. 

The  Bards  were  ever  held  in  the 
higheft  repute,  by  the  Britifh  kings 
and  nobles.  The  Court  Bard,  or 
Laureat  Bard,  was  in  rank  the 
eighth  officer  of  the  king’s  houfe- 
hold,  and  was  very  often  of  his 
council.  Whoever  llightly  in¬ 
jured  him,  was  fined  fix  cows  and 
a  hundred  and  twenty  pence  ;  and 
the  murderer  of  a  Bard  was  fined  a 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  cows.  He 
accompanied  the  army  upon  their 
march,  and,  in  the  front  of  the 
battle,  fang  the  ancient  fong  called 
the  “Monarchy  of  Britain  and 
for  this  fervice,  when  the  prince 
had  received  the  (hare  of  the  fpoils, 
he  was  rewarded  with  the  moll 
valuable  bead  that  remained. 

A  vaflal,  by  the  pradice  of 
poetry  and  mufic,  which  he  could 
not  adopt  without  the  permiffion 
of  his  lord  or  prince,  acquired  the 
privileges  of  a  freeman,  and  an 
honourable  rank  in  fociety. 

Nothing  can  difplay  more  forci¬ 
bly  the  eftimatio.n  and  influence 
which  the  Bards  enjoyed  in  the 
early  periods,  than  their  remark¬ 
able  prerogative  of  petitioning  for 
prefents  by  occasional  poems. 
This  cullom  they  carried  tofuch  an 
excefs,  and  fuch  refped  was  con- 
ilantly  paid  to  their  requefts,  that, 
In  the  time  of  Gryftyd  ap  Cynan, 
it  became  neceflfary  to  controul 
them  by  a  law,  which  retrained 
them  from  afking  for  the  prince’s 
horfe,  hawk,  or  greyhound,  or 
3ny  other  poffeflion  beyond  a  cer¬ 
tain  price,  or  that  was  particu- 
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larly  valued  by  the  owner,  or 
could  not  be  replaced. 

The  revenues  of  the  Bards  arofe 
from  prefents,  at  princely  or  other 
nuptials ;  and  from  the  fees  that 
they  received  in  their  circuits  at 
Chriftmas,  Eafter,Whitfuntide,  and 
in  their  triennial  Clera,  or  grand 
circuit,  when  they  were  received 
into  the  houfes  of  the  great,  and 
continued  fo  long  as  any  fcafting 
lafted.  Thefe  fees  and  prefents 
were  regulated  in  proportion  to 
their  degrees.  They  were  alfo 
allowed  a  certain  fum  out  of  every 
plough-land ;  and,  in  proportion, 
out  of  every  half  plough-land  of 
their  diftrkl. 

Befides  the  regular,  or  graduated 
Bards,  there  were  four  other  clafles 
of  inferior  and  unlicenfed  Bards  ; 
thefe  were  of  the  meaner,  and  more 
unikilful  fort  of  muficians  and 
poets,  and  were  what  might  be 
termed  minftrels.  They  were 
pipers,  players  on  thethree-ftringed 
crwth,  taborers,  and  buffoons. 

They  had  no  connexion  with  the 
Eifleddfod ;  and  their  eilimation 
and  their  profits  were  equally  in. 
confiderable. 

The  period  that  intervened  be¬ 
tween  the  reign  of  Gryffydd  ap 
Cynan,  and  that  of  the  laft  prince 
Llewelyn,  is  the  brighteft  in  the 
Wolfli  annals.  It  abounds  with 
perhaps  the  noblefl:  monuments  of 
genius  their  nation  can  boafl.  The 
names  of  the  Bards  are  numerous  ; 
but  their  remains  unluckily  very 
few. 

Early  in  the  twelfth  century, 
mufic  and  poetry  had  approached 
their  utmoft  degree  of  perfection 
in  Wales  ;  nor  by  the  common  fate 
of  the  arts  in  other  countries,  did 
they  fuddenly  fall  from  the  emi¬ 
nence  they  had  attained.  If  during 
*  E  e  4  |he 
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the  fucceeding  age,  they  indicated 
any  fymptoms  of  decay,  remedy  was 
always  fo  diligently  applied  by  the 
fkili  of  the  Eiiteddfod  to  the  de¬ 
clining  part,  that  they  preferved 
their  former  vigour,  and  perhaps 
acquired  even  additonal  graces. 

By  the  cruel  policy  of  Edward  I. 
who,  though  he  had  conquered 
-fthis  conntry,  did  not  think  him- 
felf  fecure  in  his  triumph,  whiift 
the  warm  and  energetic  fongs  of  a 
race  of  men,  deemed  almoft:  in- 
fpired,  were  permitted  to  over¬ 
awe  the  vulgar,  was  effected  a 
total  maflacre  of  the  Welfh  Bards. 
The  enfuing  fcene  to  this,  Gray 
had  finely  defcribed  : 

On  dreary  Arvon’s  fhore  they  lie, 

Smear’d  with  gore,  and  ghaftlypale: 

Far,  far  aloof,  th’affrighted  ravens  fail, 
'Phe  famiih’d  eagle  fcreams  and  pafles  by. 

The  Bards,  after  this  u  Cam¬ 
bria’s  fatal  day,”  were  reduced  to 
employ  their  facred  art  in  obfcurity 
and  forrow,  but  while  thus  cramped 
in  their  poetical  department,  they 
had  more  leifure  for  the  ftudy  of 
heraldry,  and  their  other  domeftic 
duties. 

By  the  mfurreclion,  however, 
under  Owen  Glyndwr,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  IV.  the  martial  fpirit  of 
the  Britifh  mufe  was  once  more  re¬ 
vived,  to  celebrate  the  enterprizes 
of  their  heroic  leader.  Like  him 
the  Bards  of  his  time  were  “ir¬ 
regular  and  wild;”  and  as  the 
taper  glimmering  in  its  locket, 
gives  a  fudden  bUze  before  it  is 
extinguifhed,  fo  did  they  make  one 
bright  effort  of  their  original  and 
daring  genius,  which  was  foon 
afterwards  buried,  with  their  hero, 
ip  the  grave. 

Under  the  patronage  of  Henry 
VII.  the  Cambro- Britifh  mufe 
was  once  more  reflored,  the  Eiftedd~ 


fods,  which  had  been  difeontinued, 
were  re.eftablifhed,  and  the  Bards 
were  employed  in  the  honourable 
commiftion  of  making  out,  from 
their  authentic  records,  the  pedi¬ 
gree  of  their  king. 

After  a  long  interval  of  anarchy 
amongft  them,  commiftioners  were 
appointed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to 
eftablifh  an  Eifteddfodat  Caerwys, 
in  the  year  1568.  They  were  in- 
ftrudied  to  advance  the  ingenious 
and  fkilful  to  the  accuftomed  de¬ 
grees,  and  to  rellore  to  the  gra¬ 
duates  their  ancient  exclufive  pri¬ 
vilege  of  eiercifing  the  profeffion, 
“  The  reft  not  worthy,”  were  by 
this  commiftion  commanded  to  be¬ 
take  themfelves  to  fome  honeft  la¬ 
bour  and  livelihood,  on  pain  of 
being  apprehended,  and  punifhe4 
as  vagabonds. 

From  this  time  the  bardic  meet¬ 
ings  feem  to  have  again  dwindled 
almoft  to  nothing..  A  fociety  ip 
London  called  the  Gwyneddigion, 
or  North  Wales  men,  have,  ip 
thefe  late  years,  endeavoured  once 
more  to  raife  them  from  oblivion, 
by  convening  annual  meetings  ip 
fome  village  or  town,  in  North 
Wales,  giving  fubjedls  for  candi¬ 
dates  to  write  upon,  and  honorary 
medals  to  fuch  as  are  fuccefsfuL 
One  of  the  firil  of  thefe  meetings 
was  held  about  eight  years  ago, 
at  Cor  wen,  in  Merionetlifhire  ; 
and  an  Eifteddfod  was  aiTembled  at 
Caerwys,  on  the  29th  of  May, 
1798.  This  meeting  was  well  at¬ 
tended.  The  number  of  Bards  was 
twenty,  of  vocal  performers  eigh¬ 
teen,  and  of  harpers  twelve. 

From  the  earlieft  times  the 
Bards  were  the  Britifli  hiftorians  j 
in  their  triennial  clera,  or  peram¬ 
bulation,  they  collected  and  wrote 
down  all  the  memorable  trapfkc- 
tiops  that  palled  in  every  country. 
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that  it  concerned  their  profeflion  to 
not  ice.  For  this  purpofe  they  had 
a  ftipend  paid  to  them,  and  a  fe- 
vere  punifhment  of  long  imprifon- 
ment,  lofs  of  place  and  dignity, 
and  great  difgrace,  was  by  law  in¬ 
flicted  upon  fuch  as  mifreprefented 
fads,  or  fet  down  falflties.  No 
man  was  permitted  to  defcribe  any 
battle  but  fuch  as  had  been  an  eye- 
witnefs  thereof ;  for  fome  of  the 
chief  Bards  were  Marfhals  of  all 
battles  ;  they  fat  in  council  in  the 
held,  and  were  the  king’s,  or 
general’s  intelligencers,  how  the 
adtion  went  on  ;  fo  that  they  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  any  circtim- 
ftance  of  importance  that  was  going 
on  in  the  field. 


/I  Dijertation  on  the  early  Scotijh 
Drama  t 

( F  mm  Irving’s  Lives  of  the  Scot  if 
Poets.) 

It  is  remarked  by  Maximus 
Tyrius,  that  the  Athenian  ft  age  de¬ 
rived  its  remote  origin  from  the 
jrude  and  extemporaneous  fongs  of 
the  hufbandmen,  who  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  aflemble  after  having 
clofed  the  annual  labours  of  the 
feed-time  and  harveft.  If  fuch 
was  the  progrefs  of  a  national 
drama  which  at  length  attained  to 
fo  high  a  degree  of  perfe&ion,  it 
were  but  rational  to  iuppofe,  that 
the  dramatic  poetry  of  Scotland,  a 
country  which  has  never  been  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  its  fuccefsful  culti¬ 
vation  of  this  department  of  lite¬ 
rature,  muft  have  arifert  from  no 
very  pure  fource. 

Dramatic  reprefentatipn  is  gene¬ 
rally  underftood  to  have  been  in¬ 
debted  for  its  revival  to  the  often. 


tatious  genius  of  the  Catholic  re¬ 
ligion.  During  the  middle  ages, 
learning,  or  even  an  acquaintance 
with  the  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
was  almoft  exclusively  confined  to 
the  different  orders  of  eccleflaftics. 
With  a  view  of  difpelling  the  per¬ 
petual  clouds  of  monaftic  indolence, 
they  occafionally  had  recourle  to 
dramatic  exhibitions  ;  which,  from 
the  circumftance  of  their  being 
commonly  founded  on  the  more 
myftical  paffages  of  the  Scriptures, 
were  denominated  myfteries.  Thefe 
exhibitions  took  place  in  the 
churches  and  other  facred  edi* 
flees,  and  were  regarded  as  adls  of 
devotion, 

Reprefentations  of  this  kind 
prevailed  in  Scotland  as  well  as  in 
the  other  countries  of  Europe  5 
but  whether  they  were  introduced 
at  an  early  period,  cannot  eafily  be 
afeertained.  Players  of  a  different 
character  feern  to  be  fpecified  in 
the  laws  aferibed  to  Macbeth,  It 
is  there  enacted  that  players  and 
other  idle  vagrants  (hall  be  en¬ 
joined  to  betake  themfelves  to  fome 
mechanical  occupation ;  and  that 
fuch  as  negleft  to  obey  this  man¬ 
date,  fhall  be  treated  like  beafts  of 
burthen,  and  compelled  to  draw 
the  plough  or  the  cart.  An  excep¬ 
tion  is  however  made  in  favour  of 
thofe  who  have  received  the  royal 
licence  to  exercife  their  profeflion. 
The  word  which  I  have  here  tranf- 
lated  players,  is  hijiriones  :  but  this 
term,  as  fufticiently  appears  from, 
the  gloffary  of  Du  Cange,  is  often 
applied  in  a  -  vefy  indefinite  man¬ 
ner.  The  hijiriones  and  hid  ion  es 
mentioned  in  the  ftatutes  were  per- 
haps  jugglers  and  tumblers.  So 
lately  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary 
of  England,  tumblers  were  intro¬ 
duced  for  the  diyerflon  of  the 

oouvt* 


* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1804. 


court.  The  character  of  the  jugg¬ 
ler  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
unknown  in  Scotland.  Holland, 
in  his  allegorical  defeription  of  the 
affembly  of  fowls,  has  thus  repre¬ 
fen  ted  the  jay  : 

Quhen  they  had  fangin  and  faid  fcftly  a 
fchoure, 

And  plaid  as  of  paradyfs  it  a  poynt 
ware, 

In  same  japane  the  ja,  as  a  jugloure. 

With  callis  and  with  cantehs,  a 
quynt  caryare. 

He  gart  thame  fee,  as  itfemyt,  in  famin 
houre, 

Hunting  at  herdis  in  holds  fo  haire  ; 
Soune  fatland  on  the  fee  fchippis  oftoure  ; 

Bernis  batalland  on  burd,  brym  as  a 
bare : 

He  could  caryethe  coup  ofthekingis 
des, 

Syne  leve  in  the  tlede 

Bet  a  blak  bunwede  ; 

He  coud  of  a  kenis  hede 
Mak  a  man  mes. 


r 

James  the  Fifth,  and  probably  ?« 
that  of  other  Scotifh  monarchs.  It 
appears  to  have  been  the  duty  of 
this  perfonage  to  amufe  his  patron 
with  Tallies  of  wit  and  humour  ; 
with  bold  and  unexpe&ed  remarks 
on  the  occurrences  of  the  day  ; 
with  ludicrous  reprefentations  of 
incident  and  chara&er.  He  wore 
a  fantaftic  and  party-coloured  gar¬ 
ment;  and  endeavoured  by  every 
art  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
prince  or  baron  by  whom  he  was 
entertained.  He  was  expofed  to 
the  wit  or  folly  of  every  joker; 
and,  in  his  turn,  was  privileged  to 
exercife  his  profeffional  talents 
without  repedt  to  rank. 

The  following  palTage  in  The 
Priefts  of  Peblis  tends  to  illuftrate 
the  nature  of  this  grotefque  appen« 
da&e  of  the  feudal  court ; 


Innumerable  bands  of  tumblers, 
buffoons,  rope-dancers,  minllrels, 
and  players,  were  at  a  certain  pe¬ 
riod  retained  in  the  courts  of 
princes.  Between  thefe  profef- 
iions  it  is  not  always  eafy  to  draw 
a  diferiminative  line  ;  feveral  of 
them  were  occafionally  exercifed 
by  the  fame  individual.  In  trac¬ 
ing  the  hiftory  of  the  early  Scotifh 
drama,  there  is  fome  danger  of 
our  encroaching  upon  the  province 
of  the  minftrels :  whole  recitations 
might  'Tometimes  be  thought  to 
partake  of  the  nature  of  dramatic 
jeprefentation.  It  will  however  be 
neceffarv  to  coiled  every  detached 
hint  which  promifes  to  iiludrate 
the  prefent  fubjed.  In  this  fketch 
the  charader  of  the  profeffional 
buffoon  or  jefter  Teems  to  merit  a 
place.  Men  of  this  defeription  are 
not  unfrequcntly  mentioned  our 
early  writers.  A  fool  belonged  to 
the  houfehold  eilablifhrnent  of 


Sa  ouir  the  fey  cummin  thair  was  a  dark 
Of  greitfcience,  of  voyce,  word,  and  wark. 
And  dreffit  him,  with  al  his  befynes, 

Thus  with  this  king  to  mak  his  reddens, 
Weil  faw  he  with  this  king  micht  na  man 
byde, 

Bot  thay  that  wald  al  fadnes  fet  on  fyde. 
With  club,  and  bel,  and  partie  cote  with 
eiris, 

He  feinyeit  him  ane  fule,  fond  in  hxfl 
feiris. 

French,  Dutche,  and  I talie  yit  als, 

Weil  could  he  fpeik,  and  Latine  feinye 
fals. 

Unto  the  kirk  he  camebefoir  the  king. 
With  club,  and  cote,  and  monie  bel  taring, 
Dleu  gard !  Sir  King,  I  bid  nocht  hald  in 
hiddil : 

I  am  to  yow  als  fib  as  feif  is  to  ane  riddil. 
Betwixt  us  twa  mot  be  a!s  mekil  grace, 
As  troll  and  fnaw  fra  Yule  is  unto  Pace. 
Wait  yee  hoyv  the  Frenche  man  lay  is 
fyne  ? 

Nul  boVy  he  fayis,  Mcnjieur,  Jans  pyne. 
With  that  he  gave  ane  loud  lauchter  os 
loft : — 

Honour  and  eis,  Sir,  quha  may  have  foj 
nocht  ? 

Cum  on  thy  way,  Sir  King;  now  foi 
Sandt  jame, 

Thow  with  me,  or  l  with  the,  gang  hame 

NqM 
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Now,  be  Saruft  Katherine,  quod  the  king 
and  fmyld, 

This  fule  hes  monie  waverand  word  and 
wyld. 

Ridiculous  as  fuch  a  character 
may  appear,  it  found  general  en¬ 
couragement  in  the  moft  refined 
nation  of  antiquity  :  the  jefter,  or 
ycXvroTroloc,  was  known  at  Athens 
during  the  age  qf  Xenophon  and 
Plato,  In  fupport  ot  this  afiertion 
it  will  only  be  neceffary  to  appeal 
to  a  pafiage  in  the  writings  of  the 
former.  i(  After  the  guefts  were 
placed  at  fupper,”  fays  Xenophon, 
((  Philip  the  jefter,  having  knocked 
at  the  door,  announced  his  readi- 
nefs  to  divert  the  company.  I  am 
provided,  added  he,  with  every 
thing  that  may  qualify  a  man  for 
partaking  of  his  neighbour’s  feaft  ; 
and  my  boy  is  aifo  completely 
wearied  with  carrying  nothing. 
You  all  know  that  I  am  a  jefter, 
cried  Philip,  prefenting  himfelf  in 
the  banqueting  apartment:  1  have 
thus  v ili  ted  you  of  my  own  accord  ; 
being  perfuaded  that  it  is  more  co¬ 
mical  to  come  to  a  feaft  without 
any  invitation,  than  to  wait  for 
that  ceremony.’' 

Boyce  and  Lefley  have  informed 
us,  that  Randolph  Earl  of  Murray, 
in  his  capacity  of  regent,  impofed 
a  reftraint  ©n  vagrants  of  various 
defcriptions,  and  among  the  reft, 
on  players  or  hijlriones. 

During  the  reign  of  James  the 
Firft,  it  is  affirmed,  (i  the  court, 
and,  by  that  example,  the  country, 
was  become  too  foft  and  delicate, 
fuperfluous  in  all  delights  andplea- 
fures.  Mafques,  banqueting,  gor¬ 
geous  apparel,  revelling,  were  not 
only  licenfed,  but  ftudied  and  ad¬ 
mired.”  Thefe  probably  bore  a 
remote  affinity  to  the  mafques 
which  at  a  later  period  were  fo  ire- 


quently  exhibited  at  the  Englilh. 
court.  The  authority  on  which 
Drummond  has  hazarded  this  ftate- 
ment,  feems  to  be  that  of  Bucha¬ 
nan  ;  who,  among  other  changes 
which  took  place  under  the  admi- 
nift ration  ol  King  James,  enume¬ 
rates  the  frequent  exhibition  of 
■perfonatis  faltationes. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  nup- 
tials  of  James  the  Fourth  and  the 
Lady  Margaret,  a  company  of 
Englilh  comedians,  under  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  John  Englilh,  regaled 
the  court  with  a  dramatic  reprefen. 
tation.  ((  After  dyr.nar,”  fays 
John  Younge,  i(  a  moralite  was 
played  by  the  faid  Mafter  Inglilhe 
and  hys  companyons,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  kyng  and  qwene  ;  and 
then  daunces  war  daunced.” 

In  England  the  character  of  the 
Abbot  of  Mifrule  was  known  at  a 
pretty  early  period.  Dr.  Stuart 
has  remarked,  that  in  Scotland  a 
parfonage  of  the  fame  kind,  under 
the  appellation  of  the  Abbot  of 
Unreafon,  feems  to  have  been  itiil 
more  common,  and  even  fo  fa¬ 
miliar  in  the  loweft  ranks  of  civil 
life,  that  he  at  length  became  a 
public  nuifance. 

In  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  this 
chara&er  was  diftinguilhed  by  the 
title  of  Abbot  of  Bon-Accord.  In 
the  year  1445  the  town-council 
refolved,  that  for  the  future  no 
fees  fhould  be  paid  to  this  abbot : 
but  the  inftitution  was  too  conge¬ 
nial  to  the  fplrit  of  the  inhabitants 
to  be  eafily  abolished;  and  in  i486 
his  annual  allowance  was  fettled  at 
ten  marks.  The  Abbot  of  Bon- 
Accord  fuperintended  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  myfteries.  About 
the  year  1445  the  myftery  of  The 
Halie  Elude  was  acted  on  the  Wind- 
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In  i£i$,  when  John  Duke  of 
Albany  arrived  from  France  in  or¬ 
der  to  undertake  the  regency,  the 
citizens  of  Edinburgh  manifefted 
their  joy  by  the  exhibition  of 
<c  mod  facetious  comedies  and  ex- 
quifite  fpeXacles."  Thefe  fpec- 
tacles  mud  have  been  pageants ; 
a  fpecies  of  entertainment  with 
which  our  anceftors  appear  to  have 
been  familiarly  acquainted.  As 
fplendid  fliows  of  this  defer iption 
are  in  fame  degree  allied  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  drama,  they  are  here 
entitled  to  a  fhare  of  our  atten¬ 
tion.  The  moil  remarkable  pa¬ 
geants  mentioned  by  our  early  wri¬ 
ters,  feem  to  be  thefe  which,  in 
the  year  TC38,  were  exhibited  at 
St.  Andrews,  in  honour  of  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Mary  of  Guife.  (<  The 
queen,"  fays  Lindfay,  (c  landed 
in  Scotland  at  the  place  called  Fyfe- 
nefs,  near  Balcomy,  where  fhe  re¬ 
mained  till  horfe  came  to  her.  But 
the  king  was  in  St.  Andrews,  with 
many  of  his  nobility,  waiting  upon 
her  home-coming.  Then  he,  fee¬ 
ing  that  flie  was  landed  in  fuch  a 
part,  he  rode  forth  himfelf  to 
meet  her,  with  the  whole  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  with  many 
barons,  lairds,  and  gentlemen, 
who  were  convened  for  the  time  at 
St.  Andrews  in  their  bed  ar¬ 
ray  ;  and  received  the  queen  with 
great  honours  and  plays  made  to 
her.  And  drd,  ihe  was  received 
at  the  new  Abbey-gate  :  upon  the 
ead  fide  thereof  there  was  made  to 
her  a  triumphant  arch  by  Sir  David 
Lindfay  of  the  Mount,  Lyon  He¬ 
rald,  which  caufed  a  great  cloud 
come  out  of  the  heavens  above  the 
gate,  and  open  indantly ;  and  there 
appeared  a  fair  lady  mod  like  an 
angel,  having  the  keys  of  Scot¬ 
land  in  her  hands,  and  delivered 


them  to  the  oueen,  in  dgn  and 
token  that  all  the  hearts  of  Scot¬ 
land  were  open  to  receive  her 
Grace  ;  with  certain  orations  and 
exhortations  made  by  the  faid  Sir 
David  Lindfay  to  the  queen,  in- 
flruXing  her  to  ferve  her  God, 
obey  her  hufband,  and  keep  her 
body  clean  according  to  God's  will 
and  commandments. 11  When  they 
vidted  Edinburgh,  “  great  tri¬ 
umphs,  farces,  and  plays,  ‘  were* 
made  unto  the  Queen's  Grace  on 
the  expences  of  the  faid  town: 
And  fo  was  then  likewife  in  Dun. 
dee  the  fpace  of  dx  or  eight  days, 
very  magnificently  treated  by  the 
town  when  the  queen  made  her  eru 
trefs." 

About  this  period  Sir  David 
Lindfay  had  begun  to  cultivate 
dramatic  poetry.  One  play  of  his 
compofition  has  been  preferved : 
nor  does  it  appear  that  he  was  the 
author  of  any  other  work  of  this 
defeription.  It  is  entitled  Ane 
S  city  re  of  the  Thrie  EJiaitis  ;  but  the 
principal  burthen  of  his  fatire  falls 
upon  the  eccledadics.  In  this  cu¬ 
rious  relique  we  difeover  few 
traces  of  dramatic  character  or  in¬ 
cident  :  allegorical  and  real  perfons 
are  unfkilfully  grouped  together; 
and  a  very  flight  degree  of  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  probability.  The 
different  parts  have  but  little  con¬ 
nexion  with  each  other.  The  ex- 
preffion  is  in  many  inftances  highly 
grofs  and  indecent.  This  work, 
however,  is  not  entirely  devoid  of 
humour  :  and  in  the  Scotifh  popu¬ 
lace  of  that  asra  it  mull:  undoubt¬ 
edly  have  excited  infinite  delight. 

The  following  extraX  is  from 
one  of  the  fpeeehes  of  a  pardoner : 

My  potent  pardonnis  ye  may  ft*. 

Cum  fra  ths  Gas  of  Tartans 
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Weill  feilit  with  efter  fchellis. 
Thocht  ye  haif  no  difcretioun, 

Ye  fall  hait  no  remiffioun 

With  help  ot  buikis  andbeliis. 

H  eir  is  a  rellik.,  lang  and  braid, 

Ot  Fynmakowll  the  richt  chalt  blade, 
With  teith,  and  all  togeddir. 

Of  Collingis  kow  heir  is  a  home, 

For  eitting  of  Makameillis  corne 
W  as  flane  into  Baquhidder. 

H  eir  is  the  cordis,  baith  grit  and  lang, 
Quhilk  hangit  Johnnie  Armlbrang, 

Of  gud  hempt,  loft  and  found  : 
Gude  haly  pepill,  1  Band  ford, 

Quhavir  beis  hangit  in  this  cord, 

Neidis  nevir  to  be  dround. 

The  culum  ot  St.  Bryddis  cow  ; 

The  grunttill  of  Santt  Antonis  fow, 
Quhilk  bure  his  haly  bell ; 

Quha  evir  heiris  this  bell  clink, 

Gife  me  a  duccat  to  the  drink, 

He  fall  nevir  gang  till  hell, 
Withowt  he  be  with  Belliall  borne. 
Maitteris,  trew  ye  that  this  be  l'corne  ? 

Cum,  win  this  pardone,  cum  1 
Quha  luvis  thair  wyvis  not  with  thair 
hairt, 

3  haif  power  thame  to  depairt: 

Me  think  you  deif  and  dum. 

Hes  nane  of  yow  curft  wickett  wyvis 
That  haidis  you  into  hurt  and  ftryvis  ? 

Cum,  tak  my  difpenfatiount 
Off  that  l'ummer  I  fall  mak  yow  quyt, 
Howbeid  your  lelf  be  in  the  wyte, 

And  mak  an  fals  narratioun. 

Cum  wyn  the  pardone,  now  lat  fee, 

For  meill,  for  malt,  or  for  money, 

For  cok,  hen,  gufe,  or  gryfs. 

Off  rellikkis  heir  I  haif  a  hunder  : 
Quhy  cum  ye  not?  This  is  a  wondir  : 

I  trow  ye  be  not  wyfs. 

This  precious  drama  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  reprefen  ted  at  Lin¬ 
lithgow  in  the  year  1539.  It 
wasalfo  “  play  it  befide  Edinburgh, 
in  prefence  of.  the  Ouene  Regent, 
and  ane  greit  part  of  the  nobili tie, 
with  ane  exceidmg  greit  nowmer 
of  pepill  ;  leitand  fra  nyne  houris 
afoir  none  til  fix  hoaris  at  euin.,, 
From  one  of  the  ftage-di regions  it 
appears,  tint  at  a  proper  feafon  the 
tcprefentarion  was  fuipended,  and 
the  fpe&ators  were  permitted  to 
refrelh.  thenafelves  during  the  inter¬ 


val.  Spectators  who  remain  in 
their  ft  at  ion'  for  the  fpace  of  nine 
hoqrs,  mull  certainly  meet  with 
no  flight  degree  of  entertainment. 
Lindfay’s  Satyr e  of  the  Thrie  Efaitit 
was  alfo  acted  on  the  Caftle-hiil  at 
Cow  par. 

According  to  Dr.  Mackenzie, 
Sir  James  Inglis,  who  is  (aid  to 
have  died  in  1554,  was  the  author 
of  feveral  tragedies  and  comedies. 
His  only  authority  for  this  aflertion 
is  probably  the  following  paftage 
in  Lindfay  ; 

Quha  can  fay  mair  than  Srhir  James  In- 

glis  fayis 

In  ballatis,  farhs,  and  in  plefand  playis  ? 

On  the  authority  of  various 
writers,  Mr.  Dalyell  has  ftated, 
that  about  this  time  ((  a  black 
friar  Killor  converted  the  hiftory 
of  Chrift’s  Paffion,  a  favourite  to¬ 
pic  in  France  and  England,  into  a 
dramatic  form  ;  which,  it  would 
appear,  was  performed  before  the 
king  on  a  Good-Friday  morning; 
and,  fpeaking  rather  too  freely  of 
ecclefiaftics  and  perfecution;  he 
was  burnt.  One  James  Wedder- 
bnrn  wrote  plays  in  the  Scotifh 
language'  In  a  tragedy  on  the 
beheading  of  John  the  Baptift,  he 
treated  the  corruptions^  of  religion 
feverely ;  and,  in  a  comedy,  the 
hiftory  of  Dionyfius  the  tyrant,  he 
likewife  attacked  the  Papifts ; — - 
which  were  both  performed  at 
Dundee.  He  counterfeeted  alfo 
the  coniuring  of  a  ghaift.” 

In  the  year  1 5  5  5  an  a£l  of  par¬ 
liament  had  been  palled,  by  which 
it  was  ordained,  (i  that  in  all 
times  cummyne,  na  maner  of  per- 
fon  be  chofen  Robert  Hude,  nor 
Little  John,  Abbot  of  Unreafon, 
Queenis  of  May,  nor  otherwife, 

nouther 
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mouther  in  burgh  nor  to  landwart.” 
This  ftatute,  however,  was  little 
regarded:  and  in  1560  a  tumult 
was  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  pro¬ 
hibition.  “  The  Papifts  and  Bi- 
fhops,”  fays  John  Knox,  “  difap- 
pointed  of  their  principa.il  enter- 
prize,  did  yet  make  broyle  for 
trouble  :  For  the  rafcall  multitude 
were  ftirred  up  to  make  a  Robin 
Hood,  which  enormitie  was  of 
many  years  left  off,  and  condemned 
by  feature  and  aft  of  parliament  ; 
vet  would  they  not  bee  forbidden, 
but  would  difobey,  and  trouble 
the  town,  efpecialiy  upon  the 
night  :  Whereat  the  Bayliffs  of¬ 
fended,  took  from  them  fome 
fwords  and  enfeyne,  which  was 
occafion  that,  they  that  fame  night 
made  a  mutinie,  kept  the  gatis  of 
the  town,  arid  intended  to  have 
purfued  fome  men  within  their  owne 
houfes ;  but  that,  upon  the  refti- 
tution  of  their  fwords  and  enfeyne, 
was  flayed.  And  yet  they  ceafed 
not  to  moled,  as  well  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Edinburg,  as  divers  coun¬ 
trey-men,  taking  from  them  mo¬ 
ney,  and  threatening  fome  with 
farther  injuries :  Wherewith  the 
mag  id  rates  of  the  towns  highly 
offended,  took  more  diligent  heed 
to  fuch  as  referred  to  the  towne, 
and  fo  apprehended  one  of  the 
principall  of  that  diforder,  named 
Balon  a  lhoemaker,  whom  they 
put  to  an  affizes.’* 

Alexander  Scott,  in  his  Gratu - 
latioun  of  the  Moneth  of  May ,  a 
poem  written  about  this  period, 
expreffes  his  regret  that  thefe 
games  fhould  have  lod  their  an¬ 
cient  fplendour  : 

In  May  quhen  men  vied  everichone, 

With  Robene  Hoid  and  Littil  John, 

To  b  ping  in  bowis  and  birkin  bobynis  j 
N  owaUuc  gair>e  is  faftlings  gojie, 

Bet  gif  it  be  amangs  ciowin  Robbynis. 


At  the  baptifm  of  James  the 
Sixth,  which  was  folemnized  at 
Stirling  on  the  18th  of  December* 

1 566,  a  kind  of  rude  attempt  at 
theatrical  reprefen  tat  ion  was  exhi¬ 
bited  to  the  courtiers.  We  are 
informed  by  Sir  James  Melvil, 
that  u  a  French-man  called  Baf- 
tien  dev i fed  a  number  of  men 
formed  like  Satyrs,  with  long 
tails,  and  whips  in  their  hands, 
running  before  the  meat,  which 
was  brought  through  the  great  hall 
upon  a  machine  or  engine  marching, 
as  appeared,  alone  ;  the  muficians, 
clothed  like  maids,  fmging  and 
playing  upon  all  forts  of  inftru- 
ments.  But  the  Satyrs  were  not 
content  only  to  make  way  or 
room,  but  put  their  hands  behind 
them  to  their  tails,  which  they 
wagged  with  their  hands  in  fuch 
fort  as  the  Englifh-men  fuppofed  it 
had  been  devifed  and  done  in  de- 
rifion  of  them,  weakly  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  which  they  fhould  not 
have  appeared  to  underhand.  Mr. 
Hatton  faid  unto  me,  if  it  were 
not  in  the  queen’s  prefence,  he 
would  put  a  dagger  to  the  heart  of 
that  French  knave  Baflien.” 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1568, 
a  play  written  by  Robert  Semple 
was  reprefented  at  Edinburgh  be¬ 
fore  the  regent  and  others  of  the: 
nobility.. 

In  the  general  affembly  confti-. 
tuted  at  Edinburgh  on  the  7  th  ofi 
March,  1575,  it  was  enafted,  that: 
((  no  comedies,  nor  tragedies,  or 
fuch  plays,  fhould  be  made  on  any1 
hiftory  of  canonical  Scriptures,, 
nor  on  the  Sabbath  day :  If  any5 
minifter  be  the  writer  of  fuch  a; 
play,  he  {hall  be  deprived  of  hia 
miniftry.  As  for  plays  of  another 
kind,  they  alfo  fhould  he  examined: 
before  they  be  propounded  pub¬ 
licly.” 
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'  In  r  37 6  the  aflcmbly  refufed  its 
permiffion  to  the  bailie  of  Dun¬ 
fermline,  to  reprefent  on  Sunday 
afternoon  a  certain  play  which  was 
not  founded  on  the  canonical  part 
of  the  Scriptures.  Dr.  Percy  re¬ 
marks,  that  Sunday  was  the  day 
originally  fet  apart  for  theatrical 
reprefentation  ;  probably  becaufe 
the  firll  dramatic  pieces  were  of  a 
religious  complexion.  During  a 
great  part  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  the  Englifh  playhoufes  were 
only  opened  on  that  day  of  the 
week. 

In  1577,  it  was  enabled  by  the 
afiembly,  ((  that  the  playes  of 
Robin  Hood,  King  of  May,  and 
fuch  others  on  the  fabbath  "day  be 
difcharged.”  Two  years  after¬ 
wards  it  was  carried  into  a  refolu- 
tion,  that  fuch  individuals,  as  after 
due  admonition,  perfifted  in  fre¬ 
quenting  May  plays,  fhould  not 
be  admitted  to  the  communion  of 
the  church,  without  yielding  fa- 
tisfacfion  for  the  fpecitied  offence. 

Thefe  infulated  faffs  tend  to 
evince,  that  exhibitions  of  this 
kind  were  among  the  favourite 
recreations  of  our  anceftors.  The 
frequent  interference  of  the  church 
was  neceffary  to  prevent  or  to  re¬ 
form  abufes  :  and  on  thefe  occafions 
the  reformed  clergy  appear  to  have 
a  fled  with  fufficient  liberality  and 
moderation. 

For  many  years  fucceeding  this 
period,  no  regular  theatre  was 
eftablilhed  in  the  Scotifh  metro¬ 
polis.  The  plays,  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  were  Pill  performed  in  the 
flay -fie  id  between  Leith  and  Edin¬ 
burgh  :  and  in  all  probability  the 
performers  were  only  cafually  col- 
lefted.  Before  the  year  1633,  n0 
fewer  than  nineteen  playhoufes  had 
been  opened  in  London. 
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A  company  of  Englifh  comedi¬ 
ans  vifited  Edinburgh  in  1 599. 
The  clergy  were  offended  at  the 
arrival  of  fuch  guefts,  and  began 
to  exclaim  in  their  fermons  again  ft 
the  vicious  conduct  of  players. 
Notwithftanding  the  royal  licence 
which  had  been  granted,  they 
even  ventured  to  prohibit  the  in¬ 
habitants,  under  pain  of  eccieli affi¬ 
nal  cenfures,  from  frequenting  the 
dramatic  reprefen  tations ;  but  on 
the  interference  of  King  James, 
they  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
repealing  the  aff. 

At  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1603 
was  publifhed,  u  Ane  verie  excel¬ 
lent  and  deleflabill  treatife  inti— 
tulit  Phi  lotus.”  From  the  lan¬ 
guage  and  ftyle  we  may  perhaps 
conclude,  that  the  compofition  and 
publication  of  this  curious  play 
were  nearly  of  the  fame  date.  It 
is  poffible,  however,  that  an  edi¬ 
tion  fomewhat  earlier  may  have  ex- 
ifted.  In  the  meffenger’s  addrefs 
to  the  audience  thefe  verfes  occur : 

firs,  now  let  us  pray  with  ane  ac¬ 
cord, 

For  to  prelerve  the  perform  of  our  king  $ 
Accounting  ay  this  gift  as  of  the  Lord, 

Ane  prudent  prince  above  us  for  to  ring. 

The  work  feems  of  a  more  mo¬ 
dern  date  than  the  reign  of  Kinsr 
James  the  Fifth  :  and  from  thefe 
words  of  the  meffenger  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  it  was  not  compofed  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

The  following  argument  was 
prefixed  to  the  edition  publifhecTat 
Edinburgh  in  1612:  “  Philotus, 
an  olde  rich  man,  is  enamoured 
with  the  love  of  Emilia,  daughter 
to  Alberto,  who  being  refufed, 
imployeth  a  macrell,  or  pandrous, 
to  allure  her  thereto,  but  all  in 
vain :  afterward  he  dealeth  with 

her 
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her  father  Alberto,  who  being 
blinded  with  the  man’s  wealth, 
ufeth  firft  faire  words,  and  there¬ 
after  threatnings,  to  perfwade  her 
thereto  :  the  mayde  ftill  refufeth. 
In  the  mean  time  Flavius,  a  young 
man,  enters  in  conference  with  the 
mayde,  and  obtaineth  her  confent, 
who  being  dlfguifed,  conveyeth 
herfelfe  awaye  privilie  with  the 
laid  Flavius.  Fler  father  and  Phi- 
lotus  fearches  for  her  in  the  houfe. 
Philerno,  the  maydes  brother, 
laitlie  arryved  out  of  other  coun¬ 
tries  (being  very  lyke  her),  is 
miftaken  by  her  father  and  Philotus 
to  be  Emilia  ;  who  takes  the  per- 
fon  of  his  filler  upon  him,  and, 
after  diverfe  threatnings  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  confenteth  tomarrie  Philotus: 
and  fo  Philotus  committeth  Phi¬ 
lerno  to  the  cuftodie  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Brililla,  untill  the  marriage 
fhouid  be  accomplifhed.  Philerno 
faines  himfelfe  to  Brifdla  to  be 
transformed  in  a  man,  and  fo 
maketh  himfelfe  familiar  with  her. 
Thereafter,  Philerno  is  married  to 
Philotus;  who  fearing  to  be  dif- 
covered,  maketh  a  brawling  that 
fame  night  with  Philotus,  and 
abufeth  him  v y Hie,  and  to  colbur 
the  matter  the  better,  agreeth 
with  a  whore  to  eo  to  bed  with 
Philotus.  Flavius  feeing  the  fup- 
pofed  Emilia  to  bee  married  to 
Philotus,  imagines  the  right  Emi¬ 
lia  to  be  a  devill,  and,  after 
many  conjurations,  expelleth  her 
his  houfe :  (he  returneth  to  her 
father  Alberto,  acknowledging 
Per  mifbehaviour,  and  lament¬ 
ing  her  cafe.  Flavius  being 
Pent  for,  perceiving  how  he  had 
miftaken  Emilia,  revealeth  the 
whole  traeth,  and  fo  taketh  her 
home  agane  to  his  wife,  and  Phi¬ 
lerno  Bryfilla.  In  the  end,  Phi. 


lotus  bewaileth  his  fpllie  for  plif* 
filing  fo  unequail  a  match,  warn* 
ing  all  men  to  beware,  by  his  ex- 
ample.” 

The  comedy  of  Philotus  exhibits 
a  dramatic  plot  fufficiently  com¬ 
plex.  In  feveral  inftances  the  laws 
of  probability  are  undoubtedly 
violated  ;  but  the  conduct  of  the 
piece  is  lefs  irregular  than  might 
have  been  expected.  Its  conftruc- 
tion  approaches  much  nearer  to 
that  of  the  modern  drama  than 
Lindfay’s  Satyre.  The  verfifca- 
tion  poffefies  no  inconfiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  facility.  The  fpeeches  are 
generally  long  and  declamatory. 

1  he  divifion  into  a£ls  and  fcertes  is 
not  adopted. 

About  the  time  of  the  union  of 
the  two  crowns,  William  Alexan¬ 
der,  afterwards  Earl  of  Stirling, 
began  to  compofe  his  Monarchicke 
Tragedies.  Thefe  are  four  in  num¬ 
ber  ;  namely  Craefus ,  Darius ,  The 
Alexandrian  Tragedie,  and  Julius 
CaeJ'ar .  The  author  does  not  feem 
to  have  intended  them  for  repre- 
fentation;  nor  is  their  form  very 
dramatic.  The  reader’s  attention 
is  not  folicited  by  plots  and  inci¬ 
dents:  the  characters  are  chiefly 
occupied  in  difcuffing  the  general 
principles  of  ethics  and  politics ; 
and  their  fpeeches  frequently  ex¬ 
tend  to  a  moll  enormous  length. The 
tone  of  his  fentiments  and  diction 
is  however  energetic  and  manly. 
He  has  unfortunately  adopted  the 
elegiac  quatrain  ;  a  mode  of  ver- 
fification  by  no  means  fuited  to 
dramatic  compofition.  He  has 
followed  the  ancient  ufage  of  in¬ 
troducing  a  chorus ;  but  his  lyrical 
pieces  are  not  very  fpirited  or  ele^ 
gant.  Seneca  appears  to  have  been 
the  writer  whom  he  propofed  as 
his  model :  both  poets  are  equally 
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fond  of  declamation,  anu  of  pointed 
fentences. 

The  Latin  dramas  compofed  by- 
natives  ol  Scotland  are  not  here 
entitled  to  much  of  our  notice  ; 
as  it  is  not  certain  that  any  of 
them  was  ever  reprefented  in  this 
country. 

With  refpeT  to  the  works  which 
JBilhop  Douglas  is  Did  to  have 
produced  under  the  title  of  come¬ 
dies,  it  would  be  idle  to  formcon- 
je&ures.  One  author  denominates 
them  Comoedice ,  another  Comoedice 
Saerce.  Whether  they  were  writ¬ 
ten  in  Latin  or  in  Scotilh*  is  not 
Apparent.  Their  title  affords  no 
evidence  of  their  being  dramatic 
compofitions  :  for,  about  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  Douglas  flourifhed, 
tragedy  and  comedy  were  terms  of 
very  indefinite  application. 

Of  thefe  comic  productions  of 
Douglas,  if  in  reality  they  ever 
exitled,  fome  vague  notion  may 
perhaps  be  formed  by  infpeCting 
the  Comae  dice  Saerce  of  Cornelius 
Schonaeus.  The  writer  feems  to 
have  termed  them  comedies,  be- 
caufe,  in  the  iffue,  the  principal 
chara&ers  are  always  fortunate. 
The  dialogue  and  the  incidents  are 
by  no  means  of  a  comic  nature  ; 
for  he  has  feledted  his  fubjedls 
from  the  facred  volume,  and  has 
endeavoured  to  treat  them  in  a 
manner  calculated  for  advancing 
the  interefts  of  piety  and  virtue. 
He  profeffes  to  have  regarded  Te¬ 
rence  as  his  model  :  andj  if  we 
may  credit  himfelf,  he  is  no  unfue- 
cefsful  imitator  of  that  poet's  llyle  ; 
for  we  are  given  to  underhand, 
that  certain  erudite  Germans  hailed 
him  by  the  title  of  the  Chriilian 
Terence.  Between  his  compofitions 
however,  and  thofe  of  the  ancient 
poet,  no  ftriking  refemblance  will 
Vol.  XL VI.  or  Vol,  IV.NEt 


very  readily  be  traced,  except  in 
thofe  paffages  where  he  purloins 
the  phrafeology  of  his  mailer. 
Schonasus  was  re£lor  of  the  gram- 
mar-fehool  of  Haerlem  ;  and  from 
the  prologues  it  appears,  that  his 
facred  comedies  were  reprefented 
by  his  own  pupils.  Thefe  dramas, 
nctwithftanding  their  dulnefs,  feem 
to  have  been  favourably  received  : 
during  his  own  life  they  twice 
vifited  the  prefs,  blazoned  by  the 
encomiums  of  many  a  poetafterj 
and  in  the  time  of  Morhof  they 
continued  to  be  read  m  fome  of  the 
continental  fchools. 

The  plan  of  feleaing  dramatic 
fubjeds  froni  the  facred  writings, 
adopted  in  later  times  by  Bucha¬ 
nan,  Grotius,  and  Racine>  ap. 
pears  to  have  derived  its  origin 
from  a  remote  xra.  During  the 
fourth  century  many  Greek  trage¬ 
dies  of  this  defeription  had  been 
compofed,  with  the  pious  inten¬ 
tion  of  expelling  the  Pagan  dramas 
from  the  theatre  of  ConftantL 
nople.  One  of  thefe  has  been  pre¬ 
fer  ved  under  the  title  of  Chriji  Suf¬ 
ferings  and  is  commonly  publifhed 
among  the  works  of  Gregory  Na~ 
zianzen  :  but  Dr.  Gave,  without 
fupporting  his  decifion  by  argu¬ 
ments^  has  ventured  to  attribute  it 
to  the  elder  Apollinarius* 

Buchanan's  four  tragedies  were 
written  during  his  refidence  at 
Bourdeaux,  and,  according  to  the 
practice  which  generally  prevailed, 
were  afted  by  the  ftudents  of  the 
univerfity.  In  furnifhing  them 
with  models  of  this  kind,  it  was 
his  principal  objeft  to  explode  the 
abfurd  myflcries,  which  ftili  main¬ 
tained  the  highell  popularity  in 
France.  Thefe  tragedies,  as  Le 
Clerc  has  remarked,  are  not  the 
moll  finilhed  of  Buchanan’s  produc¬ 
es  *  Ff  tionsj 
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tions  ;  but  they  undoubtedly  con¬ 
tributed  in  Tome  meafure  to  revive 
the  fpirit  of  the  ancient  drama. 

Bempfter’s  tragedy,  entitled 
Deeemviratus  AbrogatuSy  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  univerfity  of  Paris ; 
and,  as  he  informs  Thuanus  in  the 
dedication,  was  honoured  with  the 
attendance  of  a  very  numerous  and 
fpiendid  auditory.  Its  ftrusfture  is 
by  no  means  claffical. 

Such  was  the  progrefs  of  our 
dramatic  poetry  till  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  feventeenth  century. 
Were  we  to  trace  it  to  a  later  pe¬ 
riod,  the  profpetft  would  be  found 
ftiil  more  barren.  Sir  Thomas 
Sydferf  and  Mrs.  Cockburn  are 
the  only  names  that  occur  till  we* 
defcend  to  the  age  of  Thomfon, 
Mallet,  and  Armftrong  ;  and  even 
during  the  eighteenth  century  the 
dramatie  poets  of  Scotland  have 
feldom  attained  to  any  high  degree 
of  excellence.  Our  countrymen 
are  in  a  great  meafure  ftrangers  to 
the  true  dramatic  fpirit.  Into  the 
caufes  of  this  ftriking  deficiency  it 
would  be  fuperftuous  to  iiaftitute  a 
formal  enquiry  ;  they  are  fuch  as 
every  obferver  muft  readily  dif- 
cover;  The  removal  of  the  court 
from  our  metropolis,  and  the  coo- 
fequent  necefiity  of  writing  in  a 
foreign  dialed,  were  circumftances 
fatal  to  every  department  of  litera¬ 
ture  ;  but  their  influence  extended 
with  more  baneful  efficacy  to  the 
peculiar  genius  of  dramatic  poetry. 


Ancient  Cujioms  and  Ceremonies  of 
the  Maltefe . 

( From  Foif gel  in  ’  s  Hfory  of  Ancient 
and  Modern  Malta.) 

The  Maltefe,  either  from  a  wifh 
to  imitate  the  Oriental,  manners. 


the  feverities  of  which  they  had 
witneffed  in  the  Arabs,  or  from 
the  example  of  the  jealous  Spa¬ 
niards,  formerly  kept  their  wives 
in  the  ftrideft  retirement.  The 
prudent  inhabitants  of  the  country 
conftantly  repeated  to  their  chil¬ 
dren,  t(  that  women  fhould  never 
appear  but  twice  in  public ;  the 
day  they  were  married,  and  when 
they  were  buried.”  They  were 
therefore  always  employed  within 
doors,  and  never  went  out,  except 
at  a  very  early  hour  to  church, 
when  they  were  entirely  covered 
by  a  long  and  large  mantle.  This 
cofume  came  originally  from  Sicily, 
and  reached  from  the  head  to  the 
feet :  the  forehead  and  eyes  alone 
were  vifible;  but  the  upper  part 
of  the  mantle  was  cut  in  a  different 
manner  for  unmarried  women  ;  the 
former  wearing  it  round  and  the 
latter  in  a  pointed  form. 

Sometime  afterwards,  when  the 
fair  fex  was  allowed  a  proper  de¬ 
gree  of  liberty,  and  the  defire  of 
pleafmg  encreafed  with  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  infpiring  admiration,  the 
women  threw  off  this  heavy  gar¬ 
ment,  which  not  only  kept  them 
concealed,  but  was  extremely  un- 
pleafant':  they  however  conftantly 
wore  veils ;  which,  they  conceive, 
decency  required  to  be  black,  and 
the  only  colour  they  could  with 
propriety  wear  when  abfent  from, 
their  own  homes. 

Marriages  in  Malta  were  always 
entirely  arranged  by  the  parents  ; 
who  confulted  their  own  intereft, 
and  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  connec¬ 
tion,  without  attending  to  the  in¬ 
clinations  of  their  children.  The 
articles  of  the  contract  fettled,  and 
the  portion  afeertained,  the  young 
man  fenthis  intended  bride  a  pre¬ 
fen  t  confiding  of  certain  fifh  or¬ 
namented  with  garlands  of  rib¬ 
band. 
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Band,  and  in  the  mouth  of  the 
lined  among  them  a  ring.  The 
firft  interview  Was  then  fixed  to 
take  place  in  prefence  of  the  pa¬ 
rents  and  their  particular  friends, 
who  were  regaled  with  fwee  tmeats 
and  other  refrefhments ;  but  juft 
before  this  meeting,  the  two  mo¬ 
thers  of  the  young  people  retired 
either  into  an  arbour  in  the  garden 
or  fome  feparate  apartment,  where 
they  prepared  a  mixture  of  anifyed, 
aromatic  plants,  fait,  and  honey, 
with  which  they  rubbed  the  bride's 
lips,  with  the  idea  of  rendering 
her  affable  and  prudent.  She  was1 
then  conducted  to  the  room  where 
her  future  hufband  waited  her  ar¬ 
rival  ;  who  prefentecl  her  a  ring  on 
which  were  engraved  two  hands 
united,  the  emblem  of  mutual  faith, 
together  with  bracelets,  necklaces, 
and  a  gold  chain,  die  giving  him 
in  her  turn  a  handkerchief  trimmed 
with  lace  and  bows  of  ribband. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  the  nuptials,  the 
moft  refpedtable  perfonages  among 
the  hufband’s  relations  threw  a 
white  and  very  fine  veil  over  the 
bride's  head  ;  who  was  extremely 
ornamented,  and  wore  a  velvet 
Jtmarrey  in  which  the  other  rela¬ 
tions  made  certain  rents  for  the 
purpofe  of  affixing  fmall  golden 
fhelis.  They  then  proceeded  to 
church  for  the  haddara  or  cere¬ 
mony,  attended  by  performers  on 
different  inftruments,  and  fingers 
who  fang  ftanzas  in  praife  of  the 
young  couple.  .  Thefe  muucians 
were  preceded  by  three  men  :  the 
fir  ft  bearing  on  his  head  a  bafin  of 
white  earth,  varnifhed  and  painted 
in  arafbefque,  of  a  yellow  colour; 
this  was  filled  with  frefh  brioches 
(a  kind  of  cake),  on  the  largeft  of 
which  were  placed  two  fmall 


figures :  he  alfo  wore  a  fcarf,  with 
a  round  cake  called  collar  a  hanging 
from  it.  The  fecond  carried  a 
bafket  filled  with  fugar.plums  and 
candied  nuts,  which  one  of  the 
relations  diftributed  among  the  ac¬ 
quaintances  he  happened  to  meet ; 
in  the  middle  of  the  bafket  was  a 
handkerchief  folded  in  the  form  of 
a  pyramid,  and  ornamented  with 
the  images  of  The  Virgin,  Saint 
Jofeph,  and  the  infant  Jefus.  The 
third  was  conftantly  employed  in 
burning  perfumes.  The  bride  and 
bridegroom  followed,  under  a  ca¬ 
nopy  of  crimfon  velvet  feftooned, 
carried  by  four  of  the  principal 
perfons  who  attended  the  wedding  ; 
and  the  reft  of  the  relations  clofed 
the  proceffion.  This  cuftoin  of  the 
canopy  continued  in  ufe  till  1668* 
when  it  was  forbidden  by  the 
bifhop.  .  .  ,  ' 

The  arrival  of  the  proceffion  at 
the  church  was  announced  by  the 
ringing  of  bells ;  and  the  prieft 
was  prefented  with  a  bafin  con¬ 
taining  a  cake,  a  handkerchief* 
and  two  bottles  of  wine,  the  ufual 
fee  on  fuch  occafions.  The  bleff- 
ing  given,  they  returned  from 
church  in  the  fame  order  as  they 
went.  The  whole  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  generally  lafted  four  hours. 
On  the  entry  of  the  new  married 
couple  into  the  houfe,  a  fervant 
from  one  of  the  windows  threw  a 
few  handfulls  of  grain  and  fome 
fmall  money  on  their  heads.  There 
was  a  reigning  prejudice  in  thofe 
days  among  the  Maltefe,  which 
made  them  believe  that  if  the  wife 
on  her  return  from  church  put  her 
foot  firft  on  the  threfhold  of  the 
door,  flae  would  undoubtedly  go¬ 
vern  her  hufband  ;  now  with  fuch 
an  idea,  it  is  not  very  likely  the 
bridegroom  Ihould  be  polite  enough 
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to  give  place  to  his  bride  on  this 
occafion. 

t 

The  nuptial  feaft  took  place 
immediately  afterwards ;  but  the 
bride  either  ate  in  a  feparate  apart¬ 
ment,  or  in  a  corner  of  the  hall, 
•which  was  properly  prepared  and 
covered  with  linen  cloth  to  con¬ 
ceal  her  from  public  view.  The 
repaft  over,  (he  was  feated  next 
her  huffiand,  and  drank  out  of  the 
fame  cup. 

At  a  village  wedding,  the  com¬ 
pany  danced  during  the  feaft  ;  each 
dancer  throwing  a  piece  of  money 
to  the  fiddlers,  and  each  gueft  con¬ 
tributing  a  fowl  to  the  repaft. 

Till  the  beginning  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  century,  all  balls  given  in 
towns  on  wedding  days  were  in 
the  Spanifh  ftyle,  and  every  one 
danced  with  caftanets  in  their 
hands. 

The  bride  always  palled  the 
firft  week  in  her  father’s  houfe  ; 
after  which  (he  was  received  with 
much  pomp  by  her  huftrand,  whofe 
relations  gave  a  great  feaft  and  a 


ball. 

The  Maltefe  never  married  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  May  ;  indeed 
they  carried  their  prejudice  fo  far, 
that  they  would  not  even  cut  out 
a  coat,  thinking  it  impoflible  that 
any  thing  begun  at  that  time 
could  ever  fucceed.  This  fuper- 
ftition  calls  to  remembrance  the 
manner  in  which  the  Romans  di¬ 
vided  the  year  into  fortunate  and 
unfortunate  days ;  and  it  is  im¬ 
poflible  hot  to  perceive  a  great  re- 
femblanCe  between  the  old  Maltefe 
cuftoms,  and  thofe  of  various  an¬ 
cient  nations. 

On  the  death  of  a  Maltefe,  two 
women  called  Neuicha ,  hired  for 
the  occafion,  and  habited  in  long 
mourning  cloaks,  immediately  en¬ 


tered  the  houfe  of  the  deceafecf* 
ftnging,  in  a  low  and  difmal  voice, 
fome  moral  fentences.  Thefe  wo. 
men  cut  away  the  branches  of  fuck 
vines  as  formed  arbours  in  the 
courts,  ranged  through  all  the 
apartments,  overturned  the  flower 
pots  in  the  windows,  broke  fome 
of  the  ornamental  furniture,  and 
carrying  away  the  remains  to  a 
retired  fpot,  threw  them  into  a 
cauldron  of  boiling  water,  in 
which  they  mixed  foot  and  allies. 
With  this  liquid  they  ftained  all 
the  doors  in  the  houfe,  fighing 
moft  bitterly  whilft  performing 
the  operation.  The  neuicha  then 
proceeded  to  the  chamber  of  the 
deceafed,  already  in  his  coffin, 
and  furrounded  bv  his  female  re- 
lations  wearing  veils  ,  over  their 
faces,  and  black  filk  cloaks ;  the 
room,  otherwife  entirely  unfur- 
niffied,  was  hun?  with  black 
cloth.  The  neuicha ,  throwing 
themfelves  on  their  knees  at  the 
foot  of  the  coffin,  began  ftnging 
the  praifes  of  the  dead  ;  and  at 
the  end  of  each  couplet  the  other 
women  beat  their  breads,  wept 
bitterly,  and  cut  off  handfuls  of 
their  hair,  which  they  ftrewed 
over  the  coffin.  The  fame  day, 
cakes  and  boiled  wheat  were  dif- 
tributed  among  all  the  relations, 
and  the  hair  was  cut  oft’  all  the 
tails  of  every  horfe  in  the  (tables 
belonging  to  the  houfe  of  the  de-^ 
ceafed. 

The  funeral  proceffion  was  al¬ 
ways  compofed  of  the  relations  in 
mourning,  preceded  by  hautboys, 
trumpets,  and  the  neuicha .  When 
the  corpfe  was  interred,  a  pillow 
filled  with  orange  and  laurel  leaves 
(the  latter  tree  was  regarded  by 
the  Pagans  as  expiatory )  was 
placed  under  the  head  ;  and  a  car¬ 
pet 
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fet  fpread  over  the  tomb,  which 
was  fuffered  to  remain  fome  days, 
to  fhew  that  during  that  time  it 
was  forbidden  to  walk  over  it. 

No  fire  was  lighted  for  three 
days  in  the  kitchen  of  the  deceafed, 
and  either  the  moft  diftant  relation 
or  moft  intimate  friend  fent  a  din¬ 
ner  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ho ufe  ; 
which  they  ate  crofts  legged  on  a 
mat  on  the  floor.  Women  on 
thefe  occafions  remained  forty  days 
confined  to  the  houfe,  but  men 
went  out  on  the  feventh  day.  The 
mourning  lafted  either  one  or  two 
years,  according  to  the  degree  of 
•relationfhip. 

The  infeflio.us  diftemper  which 
deftroyed  fuch  numbers  in  Malta 
in  1676,  put  a  flop  to  the  cere¬ 
monies  we  have  juft  defcribed,  and 
they  have  never  fince  been  re¬ 
newed. 


Account  of  the  Rolls  of  Papiri ,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Prince  of  Walesy  by 
the  King  of  Naples . 

( From  the  Monthly  Magazine .) 

The  fix  rolls  of  Papiri,  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  by 
she  King  of  Naples,  are  arrived 
in  London  ;  and,  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  aufpices  of  his  Royal 
Highncfs,  will  be  given  to  the 
world  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 
In  the  year  1 800,  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  directed  the  Rev.  John  Hay- 
ter,  a  gentleman  eminently  qua¬ 
lified  for  the  tafk,  to  go  to  Italy, 
and  with  a  fuitable  provifion,  to 
■exert  himfelf  on  the  fpot,  under 
the  permiffion  of  the  King  of  Na¬ 
ples,  to  unrol  and  tranferibe  the 
Papiri.  Mr.  Hay  ter  addreffed  a 
letter  to  the  Prince  at  the  outfet  of 
ills  million,  ip  j  800,  an  extract 


from  which  will  be  interefting  to 
our  readers.  “  The  number  of 
the  manuferipts  faved  from  Hercu¬ 
laneum  and  Pompeii,  is  faid  to  be 
about  500  ;  but  if  I  am  rightly 
informed  by  thofe  whofe  official 
lituation  muft  give  them  a  com¬ 
petent  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
your  Royal  Highnefs,  by  facilitat¬ 
ing  the  developement  of  thefe  vo¬ 
lumes,  will  probably  be  the  means 
of  further  excavation,  and  of  re- 
feuing  from  their  interment  an  in¬ 
finite  quantity  of  others.  About 
thirty  years  ago,  his  Sicilian  Ma- 
jefty  ordered  the  developement, 
the  tranfeription,  and  the  printing 
of  thofe  volumes  which  had  then 
been  faved,  to  be  undertaken.  This 
operation  was  accordingly  begun, 
and  has  never  been  difeontinued 
till  the  lateinvafion  of  the  French, 
But  its  mode,  however  excellent, 
was  extremely  flow;  it  has  been 
performed  by  a  fingle  perfon,  with 
a  fingle  frame  only,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Marquis  del  Vafto, 
Chamberlain  to  the  King,  and  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  Academy.  The 
frame  confifts  of  feveral  taper  and 
oblong  pieces  of  wood,  with  paral¬ 
lel  threads  of  filk,  that  run  on  each 
fide,  the  length  of  each  piece ; 
when  the  frame  is  laid  on  any  vo¬ 
lume,  each  piece  of  wood  muft  be 
fixed  precifely  over  each  line  of 
the  page,  while  the  rcfpcCtiye 
threads,  being  worked  beneath 
each  line,  and  affifted  by  the  cor- 
refponding  piece  of  wood  above, 
raifeMie  line  upwards,  and  difclofe 
the  characters  to  view.  The  ope¬ 
ration  feems  ingenious,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofte ;  it  was,  I 
believe,  invented  by  a  Capuchin, 
at  Naples. — 'The.  fruits  of  it  are 
faid  to  be  two  publications  only, 
one  on  mufic,  by  the  celebrated 

*  F  f  3  Phi- 
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Philodemus,  who  was  a  cotempo¬ 
rary  of  Cicero  ;  and  the  other  on 
.cookery.  The  firft  is  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  library,  at  the  queen’s  pa¬ 
lace,  Through  the  obliging  po- 
litenefs  of  Mr.  Barnard*  the  king’s 
librarian,  I  have  had  the  advantage 
of  perufmg  it.  Indeed,  I  hope 
your  Royal  Hignefs  will  not  dis¬ 
approve  my  acknowledging  in  this 
place  the  very  warm  and  refped- 
.  ful  intereft  which  both  this  gentle¬ 
man  and  the  right  honourable  the 
Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society 
have  expreifed  for  the  furtherance 
of  your  Royal  Highnefs’s  great 
and  good  defign.  Meanwhile,  by 
this  fpecimen  of  Philodemus  I  am 
convinced  that,  if  the  frames  fhould 
be  multiplied  to  the  propofed  ex¬ 
tent,  feveral  pages  of  thirty  diffe¬ 
rent  manufcripts  might  be  difclofed 
and  tranfcribed  within  the  fpace  of 
one  week.  But  the  very  period  at 
which  the  manufcripts  were  buried, 
ferves  to  point  out  to  your  Royal 
Highnefs  that  you  may  exped  the 
recovery  of  either  the  whole,  or  at 
leaf!  parts,  of  the  bed  writers  of 
antiquity,  hitherto  deemed  irre¬ 
coverable.  All  of  thefe,  in  truth, 
had  written  before  that  period,  if 
we  except  Tacitus,  whofe  medi¬ 
cable  works  were  unfortunately 
not  compofed  till  twenty  years  af¬ 
terwards,  during  the  reign  of  Tra¬ 
jan.  Nor  can  it  be  imagined  for 
it  moment,  that  among  kve  or  fix 
hundred  manufcripts,  already  ex¬ 
cavated,  and  efpeciaily  from  the 
numberlefs  ones  which  further  ex¬ 
cavations  may  fupply,  loft  at  fuch 
a  period  in  two  of  the  in  off  capital 
cities,  in  the  richeft,  mod  fre¬ 
quented  and  mod  learned  province, 
of  Italy,  each  of  them  anedablifh- 
ed  feat  of  the  arts  and  fciences, 
each  qf  them  the  refoxt  of  the  mod 


diftinguifned  Romans,  not  any  part! 
of  thole  illudrious  authors  fhould 
be  difcovered.  But  the  manufcript 
of  Philodemus  itfelf  makes  the  re« 
verfe  of  fuch  an  idea  appear  much 
more  probable.  To  the  moderns! 
who  have 

‘  Untwifled  all  the  chains  that  ti« 

7  he  hidden  foul  of  harmony,’ 

his  treatife  on  mufic  cannot  indeed, 
be  fuppofed  to  communicate  much, 
information  ;  yet  the  fubjed  is, 
fcientific,  and  fcientiftcally  treated. 
1  he  author  himfelf,  too,  was  one 
of  the  mod  eminent  men  in  his 
time  for  wit,  learning,  and  phi- 
lofophy.  But  in  the  reft  of  the 
arts  and  fciences,  in  hifiorv,  in 
poetry,  the  difcovery  of  any  loft 
writer,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
would  be  deemed  a  molt  valuable 
acquifition  and  treafure,  and  form  a 
new  aera  in  literature.  It  is  ex¬ 
tremely  fortunate  that  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  thefe  manufcripts,  whether 
they  fhould  be  Greek  or  Latin, 
muff  be  very  obvious  and  legible. 
Before  the  year  of  our  Lord  79, 
and  fome  time  after  it,  the  Majuf- 
culm  or  Unciales  Litterae,  capital 
letters,  were  folely  ufed.  A  page, 
therefore,  in  one  of  thefe  manu¬ 
fcripts,  would  prefent  to  your 
Royal  Highnefs  an  exad  image  of 
fome  mutilated  infcription  in  thofe 
languages  on  an  ancient  column, 
ftatue,  or  fepulchre.  There  can¬ 
not  remain  a  doubt,  even  omit¬ 
ting  the  affurances  from  men  of  of¬ 
ficial  fituation  to  that  effed,  that 
your  Royal  Highnefs’s  fuperinten- 
dant  will  receive  every  poftihle  af- 
fiftance  from  the  Marquis  del 
V  afto  ;  and  in  that  cafe  it  feems 
improbable  that  the  objed  of  this 
million  can  be  altogether  fruitlefs. 
With  fuch  a  termination  of  it, 
however.}  your  Royal  Highnefs,  by 

having 
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Slaving  propofed  to  concur  with 
his  Sicilian  Ma jelly  in  the  quicker 
and  more  effectual  developement, 
tranfcription,  and  publication  of 
thefe  manufcripts,  will  reap  the 
fatisfadlion  of  having  made  a 
moll  princely  attempt  in  behalf  of 
knowledge  and  literature,  on  an 
occalion  where  their  interelis  might 
be  a  fife  died  mod  materially,  and  in 
a  manner  of  which  no  annals  have 
afforded,  or  can  hereafter  afford,  an 
example.  Your  very  interpofition 
will  be  your  glory  ;  your  want  of 
fuccefs  will  only  make  the  learned 
world  feel  with  gratitude  what  you 
would  have  done.”  The  interpo¬ 
fition  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  has 
had  the  happy  effcdf  of  reviving 


the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  Italian 
Literati,  and  the  confequence  has 
been,  that  the  bufinefs  of  unrolling 
and  tranfcribing  the  manufcripts 
now  proceeds  with  the  mod  pro- 
mifing  fuccefs.  In  forty-fix  years 
not  more  than  eighteen  rolls  had 
been  developed  before  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  but 
under  his  encouragement  ninety 
have  been  recovered  in  two  years  ! 
Several  of  thefe  will  be  publifhed, 
in  the  fird  indanee,  at  Naples ;  and 
afterwards  in  this  country,  under 
the  fandtion  of  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
by  Mr.  Phillips,  who  will  alfo 
have  the  honour  of  publiihing  the 
fix  original  rolls  which  have  al¬ 
ready  arrived  at  Carleton  Houfe, 
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Miscellaneous  Essays, 


T he  State  of  Married  Women  among 
the  Mahomedans . 

( FromTennant-s  Indian  Recreations.) 

Caun*>ore>  Jan.  1798, 

OF  this  important  part  of  do- 
rneftic1  economy  among  Aft- 
?tics,  Europeans  are,  notwith- 
Handing  all  that  has  been  written 
upon  the  fubjeft,  worfe  informed 
than  of  any  other.  The  very  name 
of  the  apartments  deftined  for  the 
jefidence  of  married  women,  Ha- 
jam  (forbidden),  implies  the  ex- 
clufion  of  all  ftrangers,  particularly 
males,  from  thefe  abodes.  Our 
medical  gentlemen,  and  even  with 
them  the  occurrence  is  very  rare, 
are  the  only  perfons  ever  buffered  to 
approach  the  dwelling  of  a  married 
woman  of  rank  :  when  in  cafe  of 
any  dangerous  illnefs  a  phyfician 
is  applied  ro,  he  is  only  permitted 
to  approach  the  door  of  the  apart¬ 
ment,  which  is  covered  with  a 
fcreen,  and  there  he  mu  ft  prefcribe, 
without  feeing  her,  according  to 
the  replies  he  receive?  to  his  en¬ 
quiries  relating  to  her  complaint. 
Hence  the  various  relations^  re« 


garding  the  privileges,  cuftoms, 
and  employment  of  Afiatic  fe¬ 
males,  are  generally  the  offspring 
of  the  narrator’s  vanity,  and  may 
be  regarded  as  deftitute  of  truth 
and  accuracy,  fince  the  writers  en? 
joyed  no  opportunity  of  better  in¬ 
formation.  Of  the  general  fad, 
only,  the  feclufion  of  all  females  of 
rank,  an  European  can  decide  ;  and 
when  he  urges  the  advantages  of 
a  freer  intercourfe  with  the  female 
character,  he  can  fpeak  on  no  fub- 
jeH  on  which  he  is  lefs  likely  to 
perfoade.  To  a  Muffulman,  our 
notions  regarding  the  treatment  of 
females,  always  appear  abfurd  and 
ridiculous ;  and  he  feldom  feems 
more  fatisfted  with  his  wifdom, 
than  when  he  expatiates  on  the 
bad  confequepces  which  are  fome- 
times  the  refult  of  them. 

It  was  to  a  conversation  on  this 
fubjetft,  with  a  learned  Muffulman, 
who  lately  vifited  England,  that 
we  are  indebted  for  (t  A  Vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  Liberties  of  Afiatic 
Women, **  written  in  Perfian  by 
Abu  Taleb  Khan,  a  native  of 
Lucknow,  in  the  province  of 
Owde.  This  paper,  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  learned  Afiatic,  upon 
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this  interefting  fubjeCl,  has  been 
tranflated,  and  preferved  in  the 
Afiatic  Annual  Regider,  as  a  more 
authentic  document,  than  perhaps 
the  public  are  yet  in  poffeflion  of, 
relating  to  the  married  date  of  the 
Orientalids. 

((  One  day,  fays  Abul  Taleb, 
in  a  certain  company,  the  con¬ 
vention  turned  upon  liberty,  in 
refpeCt  of  which  the  Englifh  con- 
fider  their  own  cudoms  as  the  mod 
perfeCl  in  the  world.  An  Englifh 
Indy,  addrefling  herfelf  to  me,  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  women  of  Ada  had 
no  liberty  at  all,  but  live  like 
flaves,  without  honour,  and  with¬ 
out  authority,  in  the  houfes  of  their 
huibands  ;  and  fhe  cenfured  the 
men  for  their  unkindnefs,  and  the 
women  alfo,  for  fubmitting  to  be 
fo  undervalued.  However  much  I 
attempted,  by  various  ways,  to 
undeceive  her,  by  obferving,  that 
the  truth  is  exactly  the  reverfe, 
(for  it  is  the  European  women  who 
do  not  poffefs  fo  much  power,)  yet 
it  did  not  bring  conviction  to  her 
mind.  vShe,  however,  began  to 
waver  in  her  own  opinion,  and 
falling  into  doubt,  requeded  of 
me  to  write  fomething  on  the  fub- 
jeCt,  the  purport  of  which  die 
might  comprehend  at  one  view, 
and  be  enabled  to  didinguifh  the 
truth  from  falfehood. 

((  Since  the  fame  wrong  opinion 
is  deeply  rooted  in  the  minds  of 
all  other  Europeans,  and  has  been 
frequently  held  forth,  I  confidered 
it  neceflary  to  write  a  few  lines 
concerning  the  privileges  of  the 
female  fcx,  as  edablifhed  both  by 
Jaw  and  cudom,  in  A&a,  and  in 
Europe,  omitting  whatever  was 
common  to  both,  and  noticing 
what  is  peculiar  to  each,  in  the 
manner  of  companion,  that  the 


diftin&ion  may  be  the  more  eafily 
made,  and  the  real  date  of  the 
cafe  become  evident  to  thofe  ca¬ 
pable  of  difcermnent. 

i(  It  mud  fird  be  laid  down  as 
a  general  maxim,  that  in  focial 
order,  refpeCI  to  the  rules  of  po- 
litenefs,  and  forbearance  from  in, 
jury,  is  a  neceflary  condition  ;  for, 
otherwife,  the  liberty  of  one  would 
be  deftruCfive  of  the  liberty  of 
another  :  thus,  if  a  perfon  be  at 
liberty  to  'do  in  his  own  houfe 
what  may  endanger  the  fafety  of 
his  neighbour’s,  this  mud  be  in 
direCt  oppofition  to  the  liberty  of 
that  neighbour  ;  or,  if  in  order  to 
free  himfelf  from  the  inconvenience 
of  the  hot  weather,  he  fnould  vifit 
his  friend  in  his  dreffing  gown,  or 
night  ihirt,  although  it  would  be 
cafe  and  liberty  to  him,  yet  it 
would  be  fowing  the  feeds  of  ill- 
breeding  ;  therefore  the  obfer  vance 
of  thefe  rules  is  eflential. 

((  Thofe  things  which  make  the 
liberty  of  the  Afiatic  women  ap¬ 
pear  lefs  than  that  oi  the  Euro¬ 
peans,  are  in  my  opinion  fix  :  Fird, 
The  little  intercourfe  with  men, 
s  and  concealment  from  view,  agree¬ 
able  to  law,  and  their  own  habits  ; 
and  this  is  the  chief  of  the  whole  ; 
for  it  has  been  the  caufe  of  thofe 
faife  notions  entertained  by  Euro¬ 
pean  women,  that  the  inclination 
of  the  Afiatic  females  leads  them  to 
walk  out  in  the  dreets,  and  market 
places,  and  that  their  huibands 
keep  them  Ihut  up,  and  fet  guards 
upon  their  doors.  It  may  be  here 
obferved,  that  the  advantages  of 
this  little  intercourfe,  which  pre¬ 
vents  all  the  evils  from  the  admit¬ 
tance  of  drangers,  and  affords  fo 
much  time  for  employment  and 
ufeful  work,  are  fo  very  manifed, 
that  they  need  not  be  enlarged 
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upon  :  the  prafliee  in  London  of 
keeping  the  doors  of  the  houfes 
fhut,  and  the  contemptible  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Dutch  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  are  fufficient  proofs. 
If,  notwithftanding  this,  the  cuf- 
tom  of  intercourfe  of  the  fexes  is 
allowed  in  England,  it  is  owing 
both  to  the  force  of  cuftom,  and 
good  morals  among  the  Englifh, 
and  to  the  apprehenlion  of  greater 
inconveniences  in  the  contrary 
practice.  The  chief  of  thefe  incon¬ 
veniences  are  four  ;  drft,  the  high 
price  of  all  things,  and  the  fmall 
number  of  fervants,  and  rooms  ; 
for  were  there  a  feparate  houfe  and 
table,  and  equipage  for  the  wife, 
the  expence  would  be  too  great  to 
be  borne  ;  and  therefore  of  neceffity 
both  hulband  and  wife  eat  their 
food,  with  their  gueds,  in  one 
place,  Beep  together  in  the  fame 
chamber,  and  cannot  avoid  being 
always  in  each  other’s  company  : 
whereas  in  Afia,  where,  by  the 
cheapnefs  of  work,  the  women 
have  feparate  apartments  for  them- 
felves,  they  have  not  to  make  their 
time  and  convenience  fuit  that  of 
their  hufbands.  When  their  par¬ 
ticular  friends  are  with  them,  they 
do  not  defire  their  hufband’s  com¬ 
pany  for  feveral  days,  but  fend  his 
victuals  to  him  in  the  murdanna 
{mens’  apartment)  ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  when  the  hulband  wifhes 
to  be  undifturbed,  he  eats  and  lleeps 
in  the  murdannah. 

((  A  fecond  reafon  for  this  in¬ 
tercourfe  in  England,  is  the  cold- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  which  requires 
exercife  and  walking,  and  the  huf- 
band  to  lleep  in  the  fame  bed  with 
his  wife:  but  concealment  from 
view  is  incompatible  with  walk¬ 
ing  ;  and  as  for  the  fecond  cafe, 
the  want  of  room  is  the  caufe  : 

9 


for  it  is  natural  for  mankind* 
when  under  didrefs  and  afdi&ion  of 
mind,  to  with  frequently  for  re¬ 
tirement  and  privacy,  by  fieeping 
alone. 

“  A  third  caufe  is,  the  people 
here  being  all  of  one  race  ;  for  in 
this  kingdom,  placed  in  a  corner 
of  the  globe,  where  there  is  no 
coming  nor  going  of  foreigners, 
the  intercourfe  of  the  fexes  is  not 
attended  with  the  fame  confe- 
quences  of  a  corruption  of  man¬ 
ners  as  in  Alia,  where  people  of 
various  nations  dwell  in  the  fame 
city  ;  and  to  allow  the  women 
fuch  a  liberty  there,  where  there  is 
fuch  danger  of  corruption,  would 
be  an  encroachment  upon  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  men,  which  (as  Ihown 
in  the  beginning)  is  contrary  to 
jultice.  That  a  corruption  of 
manners  mud  enfue,  where  various 
kinds  of  people  mix  together,  is  too 
evident  to  need  demondration.* 
Before  the  Mulfulmans  entered 
Hindodan,  the  women  did  not  con¬ 
ceal  themfelves  from  view  ;  and 
even  now,  in  all  the  Hindoo  vil¬ 
lages,  it  is  not  cudomary  :  and  it 
is  well  known  how  inviolable  the 
Hindoos  preferve  their  own  cuf- 
toms,  and  how  obdinately  they  are 
attached  to  them :  but  now  fo 
rigidly  do  women  in  the  great 
towns  obferve  this  praflice  of  con¬ 
cealment  from  view,  that  the  bride 
does  not  even  Ihow  herfelf  to  her 
father-in-law,  and  the  lider  comes 
but  feldom  into  the  prefence  of  her 
brother: 

i(  A  fourth  caufe  of  the  cudom 
in  Europe  is,  the  necefiity  which 
the  women  there  have  to  acquire 
experience  in  the  affairs  of  the 
world,  and  to  learn  various  arts 
on  account  of  the  duty  laid  upon 
them  of  taking  paft  in  their  huL 
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band’s  bufinefs.  This  experience 
could  not  be  obtained  by  keeping 
in  concealment  ;  whereas  the  du- 

•  ties  of  Afiatic  women  confiding 
only  in  having  the  cuftody  of  the 
hufband’s  property,  and  bringing 
up  the  children,  they  have  no  oc- 
cafion  for  fuch  experience,  or  for 
laying  alide  their  own  cuftom  of 
concealment.  What  has  been  juft 
faid,  was  to  fhow  that  the  Afiatic 
women  have  no  necefiity  to  expofe 
their  perfons  ;  but  it  muft  alfo  be 
obferved  that  they  have  many  rea- 
fons  for  preferring  privacy.  One 
is  the  love  of  leifure,  and  repofe 
from  the  fatigue  of  motion  ;  a  fe- 
cond,  their  defire  of  preferving 
their  honour  by  not  mixing  with 
the  vulgar,  nor  Buffering  the  in- 
fults  of  the  low  and  rude,  who  are 
always  palling  along  the  ftreets. 
This  feeling  they  have  in  common 
with  the  wives  of  European  noble- 

•  men,  who,  to  prefeve  their  dig¬ 
nity,  are  never  feen  walking  on 
the  ftreets;  and  alfo  with  ladies  in 
private  life,  who,  when  walking 
out  at  night,  and  even  in  the  day, 
are  always  attended  by  a  male 
friend,  or  fervant,  who  protefts 
them. 

“  The  notion  which  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  women  have,  that  the  wo¬ 
men  of  Alia  never  fee  a  man's  face 
but  their  hufband’s,  and  are  de¬ 
barred  from  all  amufement  and  fo- 
ciety,  proceeds  entirely  from  mif- 
information  :  they  can  keep  com¬ 
pany  with  their  hufband’s  and  la¬ 
ther’s  male  relations,  and  with  old 
neighbours  and  domeftics;  and  at 
meals  there  are  always  many  men  and 
women  of  this  defeription  prefen t  : 
and  they  can  go  in  palankeens  to 
the  houfes  of  their  relations,  and  of 
ladies  of  their  own  rank,  even 
thou  eh.  the  hufbands  are  unac¬ 


quainted  ;  and  alfo  to  walk  in  the 
gardens,  after  ftrangers  are  ex¬ 
cluded  ;  and  they  can  fend  for  mu- 
ficians,  and  dancers  to  entertain 
them  at  their  own  houfes;  and 
they  have  many  other  modes  of 
amufement  befides  thofe  men¬ 
tioned. 

“  The  fecond  caufe  why  the 
liberty  of  Afiatic  women  appears 
lefs  than  that  of  Europeans,  is 
the  privilege  of  the  hufband,  by 
law,  to  marry  feveral  wives. 
This,  to  the  European  women, 
feems  a  grievous  oppreftion  ;  and 
they  hold  thofe  very  cheap  who 
fubmit  to  it.  But,  in  truth,  the 
caufe  of  this  law  and  cuftom  is  the 
nature  of  the  female  fex  themfelves, 
which  feparates  them  from  the  huf- 
band  the  feveral  laft  months  of 
pregnancy,  and  time  of  fuckling  ; 
and,  befides  thefe,  the  Afiatic  wo¬ 
men  have  many  other  times  of 
being-  feparate  from  their  hu {bands. 
This  privilege  not  being  allowed, 
by  the  Englifh  law,  is  indeed  a 
great  hardship  upon  the  Englifh. 
hufbands  ;  whereas  the  Afiatic  law- 
permitting  polygamy,  does  the 
huiband  juft  ice,  and  wrongs  not 
the  wife ;  for  the  honour  of  the 
firft  and  equal  wife  is  not  affesfted 
by  it ;  thofe  women  who  fubmit 
to  marry  with  a  married  man,  not 
being  admitted  into  the  fociety  of 
ladies,  as  they  are  never  of  high  or 
wealthy  families,  no  man  of  ho¬ 
nour  ever  allowing  his  daughter  to 
make  fuch  a  marriage. 

i(  The  mode  in  which  thefe 
other  wives  live  is  this :  thofe  who 
are  of  genteel  extradlioa  have  3. 
feparate  houfe  for  themfelves,  like 
kept  miftreffes  in  England ;  and 
thofe  who  are  not,  live  in  the  houfe 
of  the  equal  wife,  like  fervsnts, 
and  the  hufband  at  times  conveys 
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Mmfelf  to  them  in  a  clandeftine 
manner.  Befides,  thefe  wives 
cannot  invade  any  of  the  rights  of 
the  equal  wife  ;  for  although  they 
and  their  children  are  by  law  en¬ 
titled  to  inheritance,  yet  fmce  the 
equal  wife  never  marries  without  a 
very  large  dowry  fettled  upon  her, 
all  that  the  hufband  leaves  goes  to 
the  payment  of  this  dowry,  and. 
nothing  remains  for  his  heirs. 
The  opinion,  that  the  men  of  Aha 
have  three  or  four  wives,  is  very 
£11  founded,  foe  in  common  they 
have  only  one ;  out  of  a  thoufand 
there  will  be  fifty  perfons  who  have 
from  one  to  two,  and  ten  out  of 
thefe  who  have  not  more  than  two. 
The  fear  of  the  bad  confequence  of 
polygamy  makes  men  f’ubmit  with 
patience  to  the  times  of  reparation 
of  the  equal  wife,  as  much  the 
heft  way  :  for,  from  what  I  know, 
it  is  eafter  to  live  with  two  ty- 
gteffes  than  two  wives. 

“  The  third  caufe  is  the  power 
of  divorce  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  hufband.  This  is  ordained  by 
law,  but  not  pra<ftifed;  for  if  a 
great  offence  be  the  motive  to  di¬ 
vorce  a  wife,  and  if  it  be  proved 
againft  her,  fhe  receives  punifnment 
by  the  order  of  the  magillrate,  or 
from  the  hufband,  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  all  her  relations ;  and 
if  the  offence  be  of  a  trivial  na¬ 
ture,  fuch  as  a  difference  of  tem¬ 
per  and  infociability,  the  hufband 
punifh.es  her  by  leaving  the  female 
apartment,  and  living  in  his  own. 
But  the  reafon  for  divorce  being 
the  will  of  the  hufband,  lies  in 
the  very  juftice  of  the  law,  and 
the  diftindtion  of  the  male  fex  over 
the  female,  on  account  of  the 
greater  fhare  they  take  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  world:  for  all  the 
laborious  work  falls  to  their  lot, 


fuch  as  carrying  heavy  burdens^ 
going  to  war,  pepulfmg  enemies, 
&c.  and  the  women  generally 
fpend  their  lives  in  repofe  and 
quiet.  Neverthelefs,  if  a  wife 
eftablifh  a  criminal  offence  againft 
her  hufband,  fuch  as  an  unfair  dis¬ 
tribution  of  his  time  among  them, 
or  a  diminution  of  the  neceffaries 
of  life,  fhe  can  obtain  a  divorce 
in  fpite  of  him. 

<(  The  fourth  is,  the  little  credit 
the  law  attaches  to  the  evidence 
of  women  in  Alia  ;  for,  in  a  court 
of  juftice,  every  fa<ft  is  proved  by 
the  t-eftimony  of  two  men;  but  if 
women  be  the  witneffes,  four  are 
required.  This  does  not  arife 
from  the  fuperiority  of  the  one 
over  the  other,  but  it  is  founded 
on  the  little  experience  and  know¬ 
ledge  women  poffefs,  and  the  fickie- 
nefs  of  their  difpolition. 

i(  The  fifth  is,  the  Afiatic  wo¬ 
men  having  to  leave  off  going  to 
balls  and  entertainments,  and  wear¬ 
ing  fhewy  dreffes  and  ornaments, 
after  the  death  of  their  hufbands. 
This  is  owing  to  their  great  affec¬ 
tion  for  their  hufband’s  memory  ; 
and  their  own  modes  and  habits,* 
for  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a 
woman  from  doing  otherwile,  or 
marrving  a  fecond  hufband,  bat 
the  dread  of  expofing  herfelf  to  the 
ridicule  and  cerffure  of  women  of 
her  own  rank. 

i(  The  fixth  is,  the  Afiatic 
daughters  not  having  the  liberty 
of  chooling  their  hufbands.  On 
this  head  nothing  need  be  faid  j 
for  in  Europe  this  liberty  is  nearly 
nominal,  fmce  without  the  will  of 
the  father  and  mother,  the  daugh¬ 
ter's  choice  is  of  no  avail;  and  in 
its  effe&s  it  ferves  only  to  encou¬ 
rage  running  away  (as  the  male 
and  female  flaves  in  India  dq,) 
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&nd  to  breed  coldnefs  and  trouble 
among  the  members  of  a  family. 
But  granting  that  fuch  a  liberty- 
does  exift  in  England,  the  defpair 
and  mifery  it  rauft  always  entail 
are  very  evident.  The  choice  of 
a  girl  juft  come  from  the  nurfery, 
and  deurous  by  nature  t©  get  a 
hufband,  in  an  affair  upon  which 
the  happinefs  of  her  whole  life  de¬ 
pends,  can  neither  deferve  that  re- 
ipe(ft  nor  conftderation  which  is  due 
to  the  choice  of  her  parents,  who 
have  profited  by  experience,  and 
are  not  blinded  by  paffion. 

“  But  what  the  Afiatic  women 
have  more  than  the  European,  both 
by  law  and  cuftom,  may  be  ranked 
«nder  eight  heads  :  “  Firft,  Their 
power  over  the  property  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  hufhand  by  cuftom  ;  for 
the  men  of  Alla  confider  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objedl  of  marriage,  after  the 
procreation  of  their  own  fpecies  for 
the  worftiip  of  God,  two  thing: 
the  one  to  have  their  money  and 
effedls  taken  care  of,  and  the  other 
to  have  their  children  brought  up, 
fo  that  thev  themfelves  being  en- 
tirelv  difengaged  of  thefe  concerns, 
may  turn  the  whole  of  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  the  attainment  of  their 
various  purfuits.  The  chief  part, 
therefore,  of  whatever  wealth  they 
may  acquire,  they  give  in  charge 
to  their  wives,  and  thus  the  wo¬ 
men  have  it  in  their  power  to  an¬ 
nihilate  in  one  day  the  product  of 
a  whole  life.  Although  this  fel- 
dom  happens,  yet  it  often  occurs, 
that  the  hufband,  who  has  amaifed 
a  large  fortune  in  youth  and 
power,  and  has  delivered  it  in 
charge  to  his  wife,  when  he  de¬ 
mands  it  back  in  old  age  and  ne- 
ceffity,  fhe  does  not  allow  him 
more  than  daily  fupport,  and  lays 
the  reft  up  in  a  place  of  fecurity 


for  the  fake  of  her  children.  And 
fo  great  is  the  power  they  pofieE, 
as  to  the  difpofal  of  their  children, 
that  frequently  they  are  brought 
up  without  an)^ education,  or  die 
in  childhood  ;  for  the  women,  on 
account  of  their  little  fenfe,  are 
never  pleafed  to  part  with  their 
children,  by  {ending  them  to 
fchool,  and  to  acquire  experience 
by  travelling  ;  and  when  they  fall 
fick,  they  give  them  improper  me¬ 
dicines,  by  the  advice  of  their  own 
confidants;  or,  from  their  foftnefs 
of  heart,  indulge  them  in  whatever 
it  is  the  nature  of  the  fick  to  take 
a  longing  for,  and  thus  they  caufe 
their  death. 

“  Second,  Their  power  by  cuf¬ 
tom,  as  to  the  marriage  of  their 
children,  and  choice  of  their  re¬ 
ligious  faith  ;  for  if  the  hufband 
wifhes  to  give  one  of  them  in 
marriage  to  a  perfon  the  mother 
difapproves  of,  the  match  does  not 
take  place,  but  in  the  other  way  it 
generally  does.  All  the  children, 
both  male  and  female,  from  being 
moftly  in  the  company  of  the  mo¬ 
ther,  and  looking  upon  her  as  their 
protector  againft  the  father,  whom, 
on  account  of  his  wifhing  to  have 
them  educated,  they  confider  as 
their  tormentor,  follow  the  reli¬ 
gious  tenets  of  their  mother,  and. 
remain  perfedt  ftrangers  to  thofe  of 
their  father.  It  often  happens 
where  the  wife  is  a  Schiah,  and 
the  hufband  a  Sounie,  the  children 
having  been  Shiahs  from  their  own 
natural  difpoution,  and  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  the  mother,  fpeak  difre- 
fpeT fully  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Sou- 
nie  fed!,  in  their  father's  prefence ; 
and  he  who  never  all  his  life  bore 
fuch  language  from  any  perfon* 
but  was  ready  to  put  the  fpeaker 
of  it  to  death,  has  no  redrefs  but 
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patiently  to  hear  it  from  them,  as, 
on  account  of  their  want  of  under- 
ftanding,  they  are  excufeable  : 
and  thus,  by  frequent  repetition, 
his  attachment  to  his  faith  is 
fhaken,  and  in  the  courfe  of  time 
he  either  forfakes  it  entirely,  or 
remains  in  it  with  lukewarmnefs. 

<c  Third,  Their  authority  of 
their  fervants ;  for  the  fervants  of 
the  Murdunnah,  the  keeping  and 
changing  of  whom  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  hufband,  through  fear  of 
exposing  themfelves  to  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  wife,  when  hie  finds 
a  proper  opportunity,  by  their 
committing  fome  fault,  which  fer¬ 
vants  are  conftantly  doing,  are 
more  obedient  to  her  than  their 
own.  makers  r  and  the  fervants  ot 
the  Zenana,  whom  the  wife  has 
the  care  of  retaining,  or  turning 
off,  hand  fo  much  in  awe  of  their 
mill  refs,  that  many  of  them  pafs 
their  whole  lives  in  the  Zenana, 
without  ever  once  coming  into  the 
prefence  of  the  hufband.  Some  of 
them  never  perform  any  fervicefor 
him  at  all,  and  others  who  do, 
enter  not  into  difconrfe  with  him; 
and  the  women  are  fo  obftinate  in 
this  refpeft,  that  their  hufbards 
can  never  turn  off  one  of  the  fer¬ 
vants,  but  his  very  complaint 
againfl  them  is  a  recommendation  ; 
and  his  recommendation  has  the 
effect  of  a  complaint,  by  fubjefting 
them  to  their  miftrefs’s  refen  t- 
Eient. 

“  Contrary  to  this  is  the  manner 
of  the  European  ladies,  who  have 
not  their  own  will  v/ith  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  fervants,  but  live  more 
like  free  and  familiar  guefls  in 
their  hufbands’  houfes  ;  and  the 
houfehold  eftablifhment  and  equi¬ 
page  being  common  to  both,  if 
any  part,  as  the  carriage,  for  ex¬ 


ample,  is  previoufly  employed  by 
the  one,  the  other  has  to  wait  till 
it  is  difengaged  :  of  this  there  is 
no  doubt,  that  if  a  quarrel  enfues 
between  an  Englifh  hufband  and. 
wife,  the  wife  has  to  leave  the 
houfe,  and  feek  her  dinner,  either 
at  her  father’s,  or  a  friend’s  ; 
whereas  in  Afia  it  is  the  hufband 
who  has  to  go  out ;  for  frequently 
the  u tenfils  of  cookery  are  not 
kept  in  the  murdannah. 

((  Fourth,  the  freedom,  by  cuf~ 
tom  of  the  Afiatic  women  from  af- 
fifling  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  huf¬ 
band,  or  fervice  of  his  guefls ; 
whereas  this  is  generally  the  bu¬ 
finefs  of  European  wives,  whether 
their  hufbands  be  of  a  genteel  bu- 
linefs,  fuch  as  jewellery,  mercery, 
or  perfumery,  or  the  more  fer~ 
vile  ones;  I  have  feen  many  rife 
from  their  dinner  to  anfvver  the 
demands  of  a  purchafer :  and  al¬ 
though  all  thefe  duties  are  not  re¬ 
quired  of  the  ladies,  yet  fome,  ef- 
peciaily  the  entertaining  of  the 
guefls,  carving  and  helping  the 
difhes  at  table,  and  making  the 
tea  and  coffee,  are  generally  per¬ 
formed  by  them.  Now  the  Afiatic 
ladies  have  no  fuch  duties  at  all ; 
but  live  in  the  manner  before  de~ 
feribed. 

<c  Fifth,  the  greater  deference 
the  Afiatic  ladies  find  paid  to  their 
humours,  and  preferiptive  right  of 
teazing  their  hufbands  by  every 
pretext,  which  is  confidered  as  an 
effential  quality  of  beauty  :  for  if 
a  wife  does  not  put  thefe  in  prac¬ 
tice,  but  is  fubmiffive  to  her  hulk 
band's  will  in  every  thing,  her 
charms  very  foon  lofe  their  bril¬ 
liancy  in  his  eyes'.  Thus  when  a 
wife  goes  to  vifit  her  father,  fhe 
will  not  return  to  her  hufband  till 
he  has  come  himfelf  feveral  times 
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to  fetch  her  ;  and  being  as  often 
vexed  by  her  breaking  her  pro- 
mife.  And  every  day  when  dinner 
is  ferved,  by  pretending  to  be  en¬ 
gaged  at  the  time,  die  keeps  her 
hufband  waiting,  and  does  not 
come  till  the  meat  is  cold ;  and  in 
the  fame  manner  at  bed-time;  for 
returning  quickly  from  their  fa¬ 
ther's  houfe  is  confidered  as  a  fign 
offondnefs  for  the  huihand,  which 
looks  ill,  as  they  think;  and 
coming  foon  to  dinner,  in  their 
opinion,  betrays  the  difpofition  of 
a  hungry  beggar.  In  thefe  and 
fuch  cafes,  the  hufband  has  nothing 
for  it  but  patience ;  nay,  it  ever 
pleafes  him.  1  have  known  many 
beautiful  women,  conflant  in  their 
affedlion,  and  obedient  to  their 
hufbands  night  and  day,  whom, 
for  want  of  thefe  qualities,  their 
hufbands  quickly  grew  tired  of, 
and  unjuflly  defer  ted,  for  the  fake 
of  plain  women  who  poffefled 
them. 

“  Sixth,  The  greater  reliance 
placed  by  the  Afiatic  hufbands  in 
their  wives'  virtue,  both  from  law 
and  cuflom.  Although  European 
ladies  can  go  out  of  doors,  and 
difeourfe  with  Grangers,  yet  this 
is  not  allowed,  unlefs  they  have  a 
trully  perfon  along  with  them, 
either  of  the  hufband’s  or  the  fa¬ 
ther’s;  and  fleeping  out  all  night 
is  abfolutely  denied  them.  The 
Aliatic  ladies,  on  the  contrary, 
wrhen  they  go  to  the  houfe  of  a 
lady  of  their  acquaintance,  though 
their  hufbands  be  entire  Grangers, 
are  not  attended  by  any  of  the 
hufband's  or  father’s,  and  they 
fpend  not  only  one  or  two  nights 
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in  that  houfe,  but  even  a  whole 
week  :  and  in  fuch  a  houfe, 
though  the  mailer  is  prohibited 
from  entering  the  apartments  where 
they  are,  yet  th?  young  men  of 
fifteen,  belonging  to  the  family  or 
relations,  under  the  name  of  chil¬ 
dren,  have  free  accefs,  and  eat 
with  and  enter  into  the  amufe- 
ments  of  their  guefls. 

((  Seventh,  Their  fhare  in  the 
children  by  law.  For,  if  a  di¬ 
vorce  happens,  the  funs  go  to  the 
father,  and  the  daughters  to  the 
mother,  contrary  to  the  cuflom  in 
England,  where,  if  a  divorce  hap¬ 
pens,  the  mother,  who  for  twenty 
years  may  have  toiled  and  con- 
fumed  herfelf  in  bringing  up  her 
children,  has  to  abandon  all  to  the 
father,  and,  full  of  grief  and  af¬ 
fliction,  leave  his  houfe. 

u  Eighth,  The  eafe  both  by 
law  and  cuflom,  with  which  the 
wife  may  feparate  herfelf  from  her 
hufband,  when  there  may  be  ar 
quarrel  between  them,  without 
producing  a  divorce.  Thus  the 
wife,  in  an  hour's  time  after  the 
difpute,  fets  off  with  the  children 
and  her  property  to  the  houfe  of 
her  father,  or  relations,  and  until 
her  hufband  makes  her  fatis faction.  ' 
fhe  does  not  return  :  and  this  fhe 
can  always  do  without  a  moment’s 
delay. 

i(  Befides  thefe  eight,  as  above 
noticed,  of  the  fuperior  advantages 
the  Afiatic  women  enjoy  over  the 
European,  there  are  many  others 
here  omitted  for  brevity  fake. 
What  has  been  faid  is  enough  for 
people  of  difeernment 


*  Abu  Taleb  is  a  man  of  high  rank  and  chandler,  and  has  been  employed  in  fitua- 
tions  of gFeattruft  by  the  government  of  Gwde,  and  by  the  Maicjuis  Cornwallis  :  he  is 
better  acquainted  with  the  fubjedt  than  any  European  can  pretend  to  be  ;  yet  as  hefeems 
t®  have  a  cafe  to  make  out  in  this  vindication  of  the  rights  of  Afiatic  wives,  he  is  probably 
not  to  be  believed  to  the  full  extent  «f  every  affertion,  though  upon  the  whole  a' credible 
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On  the  Scandinavian  Mythology * 
(From  Drake’s  Literary  Hours , 

VsL  III.) 

Now  I  rove  - 

T1irov  wildefl  fcenes  of  ftrange  iublimity— 
KiffliiTs  nine  worlds,  and  Surtur’s  fiery 
plain, 

And  where  upon  Creation’s  uttermoft 
verge. 

The  vveaiy  Dwarfs,  that  bear  the  weight 
of  Heaven, 

Hope  the  long  winter  that  no  fpring  muff 
cheer, 

And  the  laft.  lound  that  from  Heimdaller’s 
trump 

Shall  echo  thro’  all  worlds,  and  found  the. 
knell 

<Qf  earth  and  heaven. 

A  ftrange  and  favage  faith 
Of  mightiefl  power  l  Southey. 

The  mythology  of  Scandinavia , 
the  religion  of  our  Gothic  ancef- 
tcrs,  has,  more  than  any  other 
code  of  polytheifm,  a  claim  to  our 
particular  attention.  With  it  is 
connected  a  confiderabie  portion  of 
our  annals,  and  the  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  poetry  and  laws,  not  only  of 
this  iffand,  but  of  nearly  the  whole 
of  Europe,  have,  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  derived  their  form  and  colour 
from  this  wild  and  fingular  fyftem 
of  fabling.  Chivalry,  gallantry, 
and  romantic  fidtion,  are  more  pe¬ 
culiarly  the  children  of  the  north, 
and  many  of  the  impreflive  fuper- 
ftitions  which  delight  imagination 

o  o 

in  the  Tales  of  the  Trouveurs,  and 
in  the  works  of  our  elder  bards, 
and  even  hill  linger  in  the  popular, 
may  with  little  difficulty  be  traced 
to  the  pages  of  the  Icelandic  Edda. 

Modern  poetry,  however,  feems 
to  have  drawn  few  embellifhments 
from  this  ample  ffore-houfe  of 
imagery;  from  Dry  den  to  Gray 


rare  are  the  features  which  dea $ 
any  refemblanne  to  the  fublime 
paintings  of  fcaldic  fancy.  To 
the  latter,  it  muff  be  allowed,  we 
are  indebted  for  the  introduction 
into  lyric  poetry  of  fome  very 
fplendid  and  terrific  ftrokes,  the 
immediate  offspring  of  the  Edda, 
and  his  imitations  from  the  Nora 
wegian,  in  words  that  breathe 
and  burn,  place  before  our  eyes 
two  of  its  nobleft  fidfions;  but  this 
fortunate  commencement  has  not 
hitherto  {Emulated  many  to  pur- 
fue  a  fimilar  path.  Two  or  three 
odes  by  Penrofe,  Sterling  and 
Bruce,  the  Arthur  of  Hole  and  the 
Sketches  of  Sayers,  a  few  imita¬ 
tions  by  Mathias,  and  the  trans¬ 
lations  of  Percy,  Downman  and 
Cottle  form,  I  believe,  nearly  a 
complete  lift  of  our  attempts  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  Scandinavian  my¬ 
thology. 

One  principal  reafon  why  thefe 
efforts  have  failed,  though  under 
the  conduct  of  great  poetical 
powers,  has  been  owing  to  the 
obfcurity  which  time  has  thrown 
over  the  dodtrines  of  the  Edda* 
Hence  the  beautiful  Sketches  of 
Sayers,  and  many  admirable  de- 
fcriptions  in  Arthur,  are  little  re- 
lifhed  or  underftood  by  the  common 
reader.  To  render  poetry  of  this 
defcription  intereffing,  and  to  im. 
part  a  tafte  for  its  imagery  and  al- 
lufions,  it  is  neaeffary  that  the 
fidtions  and  manners  on  which  it  is 
conftrudted  Ihould  be  familiar.  It 
has  been  found  effential,  in  order  to 
enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the  Claflics 
of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome,  to 
ffudy  accurately  their  mythology, 
hiffory,  and  cuffoms,  and  many 
works  written  in  a  popular  and 
elegant  manner,  and  therefore  well- 
calculated  to  facilitate  this  pre^ 
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Tminafy  knowledge,  have  beeri 
publilhed  in  various  languages. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  fables 
and  religion  of  the  Goths,  we  pof- 
lefs  but  one  production,  which, 
from  its  fulnefs  and  authenticity, 
can  be  fafely  taken  for  a  guide. 
From  the  Introduction  to  the  Hif- 
tory  of  Denmark  by  Vh  Mallet, 
or  rather  from  this  work  as  trans¬ 
lated,  and  under  the  title  of 
6 *  Northern  Antiquities,”  greatly 
improved  by  the  corrections  of 
Dr.  Percy,  almoft  every  informa¬ 
tion  requisite  to  a  perfeCt  intimacy 
with  the  Edda  or  gothic  fydem  of 
religion,  may  be  acquired.  Thirty 
years,  however,  having  eiapfed 
fince  thefe  volumes  appeared,  they 
are  now  with  difficulty  obtained, 
nor  are  they,  when  procured,  from 
their  form  and  elaboration,  adapted 
for  general  perufal.  The  lovers  of 
Englidi  poetry,  indeed,  feem  at  v 
the  prefent  period  as  little  to  relifh 
the  imagery  drawn  from  this 
fource  as  previous  to  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  work,  and  thofe  who 
have  lately  indulged  in  a  difplay 
of  the  bold  fictions  of  the  Goths, 
have  done  it  at  the  rifque  of  being 
unintelligible,  and  therefore  neg- 
leCted. 

As  I  am  confident,  however, 
that  a  knowledge  of  the  religion 
and  manners  of  the  ancient  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Scandinavia  is  alone  want¬ 
ing  to  induce  a  take  for  thefe  in¬ 
genious  writers,  and  that  the  chief 
reafon  why  this  has  not  hitherto 
been  obtained,  has  been  owing  to 
the  want  of  an  eafy  and  popular  il¬ 
lustration,  I  have  been  tempted,  in 
the  view  of  doing  juitice  to  pro¬ 
ductions  of  much  merit,  and  with 
the  hope  of  contributing  to  a  freer 
introduction  into  our  poetry  of  the 
daring  and  enthufiaftic  features  of 
Vox,,  XL VI*  or  Vul,  IV*  New 


northern  fuperftition,  to  occupy 
few  hours  in  evolving  its  mod* 
linking  and  magnificent  pecui 
liari  ties. 

In  carrying  this  plan  into  exe¬ 
cution,  I  fhall  endeavour  by  beau¬ 
tiful  quotation,  critical  difcuffion, 
and  poetic  imitation,  to  render  the 
fu  jeft  attractive,  and  to  enable 
the  reader  to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of 
images  and  allufions,  which,  I 
trull,  will  in  future  be  more  fre¬ 
quently  found  fcattered  through 
the  body  of  our  poetry. 

To  detail,  however*  every  fiCHon 
which  the  lawlefs  imagination  of  a 
rude  people;  prone  to  war  and  cre¬ 
dulity,  has  engendered;  Would  be 
Superfluous  and  abfuid.  There  are 
among  the  terrible  and  fublime 
pictures  of  the  gothic  mythology, 
many  feenes  equally  puerile  and  ex¬ 
travagant,  and  therefore  totally  in- 
confident  with  the  higher  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Mufe.  To  diftinguifli 
thofe  which  appear  bed  calculated 
to  embellifh  our  epic,  dramatic* 
and  lyric  poetry,  I  wifh  Should  be 
underdood  as  the  principal  inten« 
tion  of  thefe  papers* 

At  that  period  of  the  Roman 
republic,  when  Mithridates  flying 
before  the  arms  of  Pompey,  im¬ 
plored  the  friendfhip  and  affidance 
of  the  Scythians,  Odin,  the  chief¬ 
tain  of  the  Afes,  a  people  occu¬ 
pying  Georgia,  and  nearly  the  en¬ 
tire  trad;  of  country  between  the 
Euxine  and  the  Cafpian  fea* 
alarmed  at  the  definitive  p  hgrefs 
of  the  Romans,  and  dreading  even 
worfe  than  death  the  imperious 
mandates  of  the  conqueror*  de« 
fervj  with  his  whole  tribe  the 
country  of  his  fathers,  and  pur- 
filing  a  north  wederly  Courfe, 
fought  for  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  in  the  wilds  of  Scandinavia. 
Series*  #  G  g  Here 
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Here  be  was  received  with  that 
hofpiraliry  and  admiration  to 
which  the  fuperior  p  rowefs  and 
civilisation  of  himfelf  and  his 
people  were  entitled ;  Denmark, 
Norway,  and  Sweden,  were  fub- 
deed  by  the  arms  or  by  the  arts 
of  Odin,  and  he  gradually  impart¬ 
ed  to  the  north  of  Europe  his  re* 
ligion,  his  manners,  and  his  mili¬ 
tary  enthudafm. 

It  is  the  ingenious  fuppofition 
of  fome  literary  men,  that  ani¬ 
mated  by  a  fpirit  of  profound  re¬ 
venge  again!!  the  enda  vers  of  man¬ 
kind,  the  Afiatic  chief  led  his 
hordes  into  Scandinavia  as  a  nur- 
fery  of  future  heroes  who,  at  fome 
diftant  period,  fhoulct  pour  in  tor¬ 
rents  on  the  devoted  empire,  and 
retaliate  the  injuries  inflicted  on 
their  founder.  A  conje&ure  fo 
pleadng  as  this,  and  which  in  a 
manner  fo  linking  accounts  for 
the  dreadful  ravages  of  thofe  fe¬ 
rocious  defpots,  Alaric  and  Attila, 
the  mind  difmilTes  with  reluctance 
though  founded  on  no  authority. 
It  gives  indeed  fo  romantic  a  co¬ 
louring  to  one  of  the  molt  impor¬ 
tant  events  in  hiftory,  a  colouring 
fo  well  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of 
the  poet,  that  its  total  want  of  fup- 
port  mull  to  him  be  a  fubjeCl  of 
regret.  In  this  light  has  it  been 
eonfidered  by  Gibbon,  when  he 
obferves,  ‘s  this  wonderful  expe¬ 
dition  of  Odin,  by  deducing  the 
enmity  of  the  Goths  and  Romans 
from  fo  memorable  a  caufe,  might 
fupply  the  noble  ground  work  of 
an  epic  poem/*  It  will  appear, 
I  fhould  hope,  from  thefe  {ketches, 
that  gothic  fiflion  is  admirably 
calculated  to  fupply  fo  bold  an  out¬ 
line  with  a  machinery  of  the  mod 
fublime  and  impreffive  call.  Had 
Gray  ever  conquered  his  indolence 


fo  far  as  to  have  purfued  this  pa  iff 
to  fame,  he  would  mod  probably 
have  convinced  us  that  the  fame 
fire  and  animation  which  from  this 
fource  breathe  through  all  the  ac¬ 
cents  of  his  lyre,  might  glow  with 
even  fuperior  fpirit  in  the  deeper 
intonations  of  the  epic  fhell. 

Returning,  however,  from  this 
digreflion,  to  the  character  of 
Odin,  it  would  appear,  that  he 
was,  in  every  refpedt,  formed  to 
mould  the  people  among  whom  he 
came,  to  all  his  purpofes  of  am¬ 
bition.  He  was  in  Afiatic  Scythia 
merely  the  High  Pried  of  the  edab- 
lifhed  religion,  and  which  acknow¬ 
ledged  one  fupreme  God,  under  the 
name  of  Odin,  a  name  which,  in 
Scandinavia,  he  at  length  had  the 
addxefs  to  appropriate  to  himfelf, 
and  waving  the  fubordinate  title 
of  prophet  or  pontiff,  boldly 
claimed  the  honours  due  to  the 
deity,  and  taught,  to  thefe  rude 
and  wondering  favages,  a  new 
fyftem  of  mythology  very  widely 
different  from  the  limple  creed  of 
his  ancedors.  An  attempt,  fo  dar¬ 
ing  as  this,  required,  for  its  com¬ 
pletion,  powers  of  a  very  fuperior 
order,  and  applicable  to  every  cc- 
cafion.  Thefe,  in  all  their  varied 
form,  appear,  from  the  records  of 
tradition  and  hidory,  to  hare  cen¬ 
tered  in  this  extraordinary  man. 
Intrepid  valour,  the  fird  of  all 
virtues  in  the  edimation  of  uncul¬ 
tivated  fociety,  was  the  peculiar 
charafteriftic  of  Odin,  and  the  ba¬ 
ds  on  which  he  eredled  his  fyftem 
of  religion.  In  the  hour  of  battle 
fuch  was  his  invincible  prowefs, 
that  he  infpiredhis  opponents  with 
the  utmod  apprehenfion  and  horror, 
fo  that,  rulhing  through  their 
ranks,  he  hewed  them  to  pieces, 
whilft,  not  unfrequently,  he  him- 
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feif  remained  uninjured  amid  the 
furroundrng  carnage. 

To  this  neceffary  qualification 
of  animal  courage  were  added,  in 
Our  gothic  hero,  What  was  equally 
effential,  a  perfect  iniight  into  the 
tharaclers  ol  the  conquered,  and 
the  art  to  avail  himfelf  of  their  ere* 
dulity  and  ignorance.  To  a  neo. 
pie  fovery  rude  as  were  the  Scan¬ 
dinavians,  the  knowledge  which 
Odin  po defied  of  letters,  and  the 
art  of  writing,  appeared  fuper- 
natural,  and  he  taught  them  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  through  the  medium  of 
the  Pvunic  characters,  thrown  into 
metre  or  graven  on  wood  or  ftone, 
in  varied  forms,  he  could  compel 
all  the  powers  of  nature  to  obey 
him. 

<(  Do  you  know,”  fays  he,  in 
a  tone  of  exultation,  “  how  to  en¬ 
grave  Runic  chara&ers  ?  how  to 
explain  them  ?  how  to  procure 
them  ?  how  to  prove  their  virtue® 

“  I  know  a  fong,  by  which  I 
foften  and  enchant  the  arms  of  my 
enemies ;  and  render  their  weapons 
of  none  -effeeft. 

“  I  know  a  fong,  which  I  need 
only  to  fing  when  men  have  loaded 
me  with  bonds,  for  the  moment  I 
fing  it  my  chains  fall  in  pieces, 
and  I  walk  forth  at  liberty. 

“  I  know  a  fong  of  fuch  vir* 
tue,  that  were  I  caught  in  a  ftorm, 

1  can  hulh  the  winds,  and  render 
the  air  perfectly  calm. 

“  If  I  fee  a  man  dead,  and  hang. 
Ing  aloft  on  a  tree,  I  engrave  Ru¬ 
nic  chara&ers,  fo  wonderful,  that 
the  man  immediately  defeends 
and  converfes  with  me.” 

To  thefe  magical  endowments 
he  annexed  many  other  important 
fuperftitions,  the  principal  of  which 
was  the  privilege  of  confulting  the 
®racle  of  Mimer,  a  man  celebrated 


for  his  wifdom  through  the  north-, 
on  whofe  death  Odin  poffeffed  him* 
felfot  his  head,  embalmed  it,  and,, 
by  his  enchantments,  refiored  it, 
he  affirmed,  on  any  emergency,  td 
the  powers  of  fpeech.  This  in  a’u- 
able  bull  was  ever  his  companion* 
never  differed  from  him,  it  is  pro* 
bable,  in  opinion,  and  was  held  irt 
the  higheft  veneration  by  the  ador¬ 
ing  multitude* 

What  chiefly  contributed  to 
render  the  afiumption  of  thefe 
fuperhuman  faculties  the  more  eafy* 
Was  the  perfuafive  eloquence  with 
which,  on  every  opportunity,  the 
Afiaiic  warrior  harangued  his  fol* 
lowers ;  the  annals  of  Iceland  fpeak 
in  the  mod:  lavilh  terms  of  the 
beauty,  energy,  and  all-command¬ 
ing  influence  of  his  language  and 
addrefs :  he  it  was  alio  who  firlt 
taught  the  Scandinavians  the  me* 
lody  of  rhythm  and  of  verfe,  in 
which  he  chaunted,  not  only  the 
fentiments  of  heroifm  and  national 
revenge,  but  occafionaliy  expreffed 
paffions  the  moft  tender  and  de¬ 
lightful,  fo  that,  adopting  the  me¬ 
taphorical  imagery  of  the  nor  h, 
even  the  fpirits  of  the  infernal 
world  would  leave  their  dread 
abodes,  and  lifien  nlotionlefs  and 
loft  in  rapture  to  the  mufic  of  his 
lips* 

Thefe  linking  claims  to  diftinc* 
tion  were  enforced,  by  the  fuperior 
luxury,  magnificence  and  fcience, 
which  he  imported  from  the  banks 
of  the  Tanais,  for  though  Odin 
and  his  companions  were  them- 
fel  ves  controlled  with  the  great 
potentates  of  the  eaft,  in  a  ft  ate 
comparatively  ude  and  unpolifhed, 
yet,  to  the  favages  of  northern  Eu¬ 
rope,  they  appeared  as  demi-gods, 
as  beings  gifted  beyond  the  com¬ 
mon  portion  of  mankind.  That  to 
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the  mofl:  valiant  and  accomplished 
of  thefe  ftrangers,  therefore,  who 
had  driven  every  nation  before  him 
from  the  confines  of  Perlia  to  the 
fhores  of  the  Baltic,  who  had  fub* 
dued  the  three  kingdoms  of  the 
north,  and  planted  his  religion  in 
the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants,  that 
to  a  man  capable  of  actions  fuch  as 
thefe,  they  Ihould  cede  an  homage 
due  only  to  divinity,  can,  philo- 
fophically  confidered,  furnifh  little 
matter  for  furprife.  To  fupport, 
however,  the  high  flation  he  had 
a  flamed,  to  excite  an  enlhufiafm 
for  the  do&rines  he  had  inculcated, 
and  to  offer  in  his  own  perfon  an 
example  and  a  proof  of  his  fuperior 
nature,  and  of  the  facred  and  eter¬ 
nal  obligation  of  his  principles, 
required  confummate  fubtletv  and 
determined  refolution.  As  the  fe¬ 
licity  confequent  on  a  violent  and 
honourable  death,  which  alone 
procured  admifilon  to  the  manfions 
of  the  Gods,  was  a  peculiar  tenet 
of  his  religion,  it  was  obligatory 
on  his  part,  ere  debility  and  difeafe 
Ihould  overtake  him,  to  depart  in 
the  manner  he  had  prefcribed. 
Accordingly,  on  his.  return  from 
the  conqueft  of  Norway,  which 
completed  the  fubjugation  of  Scan¬ 
dinavia,  he  palled  into  Sweden, 
and  gathering  around  him  his 
friends,  the  companions  of  his 
glory  and  ambition,  he  informed 
them,  unfheathing  his  fword,  and 
inflicting  nine  mortal  wounds  in 
the  form  of  a  circle  on  his  body, 
that  he  was  haftening  into  Scythia, 
to  his  native  habitation,  the  man¬ 
fions  of  the  eternal  Gods,  where, 
refuming  his  feat  at  an  everlafling 
banquet,  he  would  receive,  with 
the  higheft  marks  of  diftin&ion, 
thofe  who  fell  honourably  in  bat¬ 
tle,  who  had  received  their  wounds 
in  front,  and  had  prefer ved  their 


fhields  and  fwords.  His  body  was 
burnt  to  afhes  atSigtuna  in  Sweden* 
with  every  demonftration  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  magnificence. 

Thus  expired  the  legiflator  of 
the  north*  a  man  whofe  inordinate 
ambition  and  gigantic  abilities, 
enabled  him,  not  only  to  acquire 
the  ordinary  influence  of  a  con¬ 
queror,  but  to  obtain  unlimited 
dominion  over  the  minds  and  paf- 
fions  of  his  followers,  to  found  a 
new  religion,  and  to  eftablifh  him-* 
felf  as  its  firft  deity. 

Before  we  trace,  however,  the 
more  prominent  features  of  the 
mythology  which  he  invented,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  give  a  flight 
Iketch  of  the  religious  opinions 
which  had  prevailed  in  Scythia 
many  ages  anterior  to  his  inno¬ 
vations. 

Thefe,  from  all  the  evidence 
that  hiftory  and  tradition  can  flip- 
ply,  appear  to  have  been  very  pure 
and  rational,  and  to  have  been 
preferred  free  from  adulteration', 
long  after  the  fouthern  Afiatics  had 
vitiated  fimilar  principles,  by  the 
paintings  of  a  vivid  imagination. 
They  held,  in  the  firft  place,  that 
matter  did  not  exift  from  eternity, 
but  required  a  caufe  for  its  pro¬ 
duction  ;  this  primal  caufe  they 
deemed  a  perfect  Being,  the  Crea¬ 
tor  of  all  things.  The  mofl  an¬ 
cient  records  term  him  ((  The  au¬ 
thor  of  every  thing  that  exifteth  ; 
the  eternal,  the  ancient,  the  living 
and  awful  Being  ;  the  fearcher  into 
concealed  things ;  the  Being  that 
never  changeth  ;  who  poffeffeth  in¬ 
finite  power,  boundlefs  knowledge, 
and  incorruptible  juftice.”  To 
exhibit  this  flupendous  Being  un¬ 
der  any  corporeal  form,  to  confine 
him  within  the  limits  of  a  temple 
built  with  human  hands,  they 
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deemed  a  profanation  ;  it  was  in 
the  centre  only  of  fome  venerable 
wood  or  confecrated  foreft,  where 
an  awful  ftillnefs  as  at  midnight 
reigned,  that  they  prefented,  with 
profound  refpeO.  and  falutary  fear, 
the  offerings  of  fimplicity  and 
truth. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  a  God,  fo  perfectly 
intellectual  and  abflraCt,  fhould 
fully  fatisfy  the  hopes  and  wifla.es 
of  a  people,  uncultivated  as  were 
the  Scythigns.  From  this  Al¬ 
mighty  Spirit,  therefore,  they  con¬ 
ceived  various  inferior  fpirits  to 
have  fprung,  who  prefided  over  the 
different  departments  of  nature, 
who  regulated  the  operations  of  the 
elements,  guided  in  their  courfe  the 
planetary  bodies,  and  even  inha¬ 
bited  the  lakes,  the  rocks,  and 
mountains.  To  thefe  genii  or 
emanations  from  the  divirje  effence, 
they  paid  a  kind  of  adoration,  as 
agents  or  inftruments  of  the  fu- 
preme  will,  and,  confequently, 
witneffed  the  phenomena  and  ope¬ 
rations  of  nature,  with  a  peculiar 
intereft  and  a  grateful  terror. 
This  belief  in  a  fuperintending 
providence  led  to  the  doctrines  of 
a  future  ftate  ;  there,  for  the 
violators  of  morality  and  juftice, 
were  referved  places  of  cruel  tor¬ 
ment  :  for  the  good,  the  great  and 
valiant,  regions  of  unutterable 
blifs. 

This  creed,  venerable  for  its 
Simplicity  and  approximation  to¬ 
ward  truth,  exified  with  little  va¬ 
riation  until  the  migration  of  the 
Afes  into  Scandinavia,  when, 
through  the  policy  of  their  leader, 
a  new  and  very  complicated  fyftem 
was  introduced.  Nothing  places 
in  a  more  ftriking  light  the  vaft 
influence  which  Odin  exercifed 


over  his  countrymen,  than  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  religion,  in 
many  refpeCts  fo  diametrically 
oppofite  to  their  former  fentiments 
and  prejudices.  The  ancient  Scy¬ 
thians  held  polytheifm,  or  a  multi¬ 
plicity  of  coequal  and  independent 
Gods,  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence, 
for  though  they  acknowledged 
fpiritual  agencies  as  carrying  into 
execution,  the  will  of  the  deity, 
yet  did  they  attribute  every  thing 
to  one  eternal  and  omnipotent 
caufe  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Edda 
which  details  the  mythology  of 
Odin,  abounds  with  Gods,  each 
decorated  with  their  peculiar  attri¬ 
butes, at  leaf!  this  was  thi  general 
belief,  though  the  fages  of  that  pe¬ 
riod  might  conceal  more  rational 
opinions  behind  the  veil  of  fic¬ 
tion. 

Whatever  the  defalcations  of 
this  code  might  be,  with  regard  to 
moral  and  metaphyfical  purity,  it 
fully  anfwered,  as  we  (hall  pre¬ 
fen  dy  fee,  the  purpofes  of  Odin, 
and  was  eminently  calculated  to 
excite  ardent  military  enthufiafm, 
and  all  the  energies  of  poetic  ge¬ 
nius,  It  was  not,  however,  until 
the  eleventh  century,  that  any  fyf- 
tematic  cohesion  of  the  mytho¬ 
logical  fables  of  the  north  appeared  ; 
in  that  century,  viz.  in  1057, 
Ssemund  Sigfuflon,  firnamed  the 
Learned,  publifhed  his  Edda,  or 
body  of  gothic  religious  poetry, 
and  in  about  120  years  afterward, 
another  compilation,  under  the 
fame  title,  but  written  with  more 
perfpicuity,  was  given  to  the  world 
by  Snorro  Sturlefon,  the  defeendant 
of  an  illuftrious  family,  and  twice 
fupreme  judge  oi  Iceland.  From 
thefe  collections,  from  the  nu¬ 
merous  fongs  of  the  Scalds  dif, 
perfed  through  the  ancient  chro- 
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nicies,  and  from  modem  verfions 
and  unit  i  ions,  are  drawn  .he 
fetches  attem  ed  in  thefe  eff.ys, 
which,  I  again  beg  to  be  under- 
ft.  comprehend  not  the  entire 
in  of.,  of  gothic  ft  :tion,  but  only  the 
molt  Unking  features,  fuch  as  may 
lead  10  difciffion  relative  to  the 
manners  and  caftoms  of  the  Scan- 
dinavians,  or  are  bed  adapted  for 
the  decoration  of  our  mere  elevated 
poetry. 

In  conducing  this  plan,  there¬ 
fore,  I  {hall  frit  give  a  general 
outline  of  the  fyftera,  then  felect 
the  moft  brilliant  parts  for  further 
illuftration,  and  terminate  the 
whole  by  confiderations,  tending 
to  recommend  it  to  the  votaries  of 
the  Mufe,  as  a  machinery  admi¬ 
rably  conftru&ed  for  their  pur- 
pofe. 

Few  parts  of  the  gothip  my* 
ihology  are  more  load,  d  with  ab- 
furdity  and  puerile  invention,  than 
that  which  endeavours  to  account 
for  the  origin  of  matter  and  the 
creation  of  the  world ;  and  as  much 
of  the  imagery  is  fcarce  explicable, 
and  were  it  eafily  fo,  yet  would  it 
be  inapplicable  to  the  purpofes  of 
fublime  poetry,  I  fhall  drop  the 
grolfer  figurative  language,  and 
explain,  in  more  intelligible  terms, 
the  probable  meaning  of  the  north¬ 
ern  fages. 

u  In  the  beginning/*  obferves 
the  Volufpa,  a  poem  forming  part 
pf  the  more  anpient  Edda,  il  there 
was  neither  fea,  nor  fhore,  nor  re, 
frefhing  breezes,  There  was  nei¬ 
ther  earth  below  nor  heaven  above 
to  be  diftinguifhpd,  The  whole 
was  only  one  vaft  abyfs,  without 
herb,  and  without  feeds.  The 
fun  had  then  no  palace  ;  the  ftars 
knew  not  their  dwelling  places ; 
the  moon  was  ignorant  of  her 


ft  was  then  that  the  firft  AI-. 
mighty  Caufe,  operating  on  the 
ch-  otic  mafs,  and  feparating  the 
element  of  fire,  brmed  in  toe 
foutli  a  world  luminous  and  £low, 
ipg.  To  inhabit  his  immenfe  re¬ 
gion  of  primal  heat  and  light, 
called,  MufpelO  eim,  and  out  of 
which  rhe  fun  was  afterwards 
taken,  he  created  {pints  or  ^enii 
ot  fire,  over  whom  prefded  Suftur, 
the  demon  or  black  prince  of  that 
element,  in  the  other  extremity 
of  the  univerfe,  the  north,  arofc, 
by  the  fame  creative  fat,  realms 
of  everduring  froft,  mountains  of 
eternal  ice,  whofe  appellation  was 
Niflheim,  and  in  whofe  dark  and 
dreary  caverns  were  lodged  tre¬ 
mendous  giants,  termed  giants  of 
the  fro  ft.  Then,  in  the  vaft  and 

temperate  fpace  between  thefe  two 
extremes,  the  worlds  of  ice  and 
fire,  he  called  into  exiftence  ter-, 
reftriai  matter,  but  as  yet  loofe  . 
and  uncircumfcribed  by  figure. 

At  this  period,  according  to  the 
Edda,  the  Omnipotent  ceafed  to 
aft  upon  matter  by  his  direft 
agency,  having  created  inferior 
divinities,  to  whom  he  allotted 
the  arrangement  of  the  terreltrial 
particles,  the  ftrudlure  of  the  lower 
heavens,  and  the  formation  of  rpau. 
Thefe  divinities  were  Odin  and 
his  offspring,  who  infixed  the 
earth,  circumfufed  the  air,  and, 
feeing  upon  the  fires  of  Mufpel, 
fheim,  formed  the  fun.  They  then 
erefted  for  themfelves,  in  the 
higher  regions  of  the  atmofphere, 
a  glorious  manfion,  under  the  title 
of  Afgard,  or  the  Court  of  the 
Gods.  Having  thus  prepared  the 
earth,  and  conftruefted  an  abode  in 
the  heavens,  worthy  of  their  own 
dignity,  they  proceeded  to  create 
the  human  fpecies,  calling  the 
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*nan  Afke,  and  the  woman  Emla. 
Thefe  were  liable,  by  their  ori¬ 
ginal  conftitution,  to  mortality ; 
but  the  valiant,  and  the  valiant 
alone,  were  admitted,  after  death, 
into  Valhalla,  the  palace  of  Odin, 
where  they  enjoyed  peculiar  hap- 
pinefs  for  a  feries  of  ages,  whilft 
the  cowardly,  and  thofe  who  died 
oflingering  difeafe,  were  plunged 
into  Niflheim,  the  northern  hell, 
the  feat  of  darknefs  and  defoia- 
tion. 

This  Hate  of  things,  however, 
viz.  the  duration  of  the  earth,  the 
exiftence  of  the  Gods,  and  their 
places  of  future  punifhment  and 
blifs,  Valhalla  and  ^iflheim,  was 
ordained  but  for  a  feafon.  After 
a  long  revolution  of  time,  the  fpi- 
jrits  of  fire,  who,  along  with  the 
giants,  had  always  been  at  enmity 
with  the  God,  rufh  forth,  headed 
by  Surtur,  followed  by  Lok,  the 
evil  principle  of  the  Scandinavians, 
and  accompanied  by  the  moft  horrid 
monfters;  they  confume,  with  de¬ 
vouring  flames,  the  earth,  the  fun 
and  liars,  deftroy  the  Gods  in  bat¬ 
tle,  and  perifh  themfelves  in  the 
general  conflagration.  On  this 
great  event  the  firft  Almighty 
Being,  he  who  governs  all  things, 
again  appears,  reftores  the  con¬ 
flicting  elements  to  order,  calls 
into  being  frefh  -agents,  and  a  new 
earth,  infinitely  more  perfect  than 
the  preceding,  fprings  into  light 
and  beauty  ;  here,  for  the  good 
and  virtuous,  is  prepared  a  feat  of 
ineffable  and  eternal  happinefs,  en¬ 
titled  Gimle,  or  the  Palace  of 
Gold,  and,  in  the  utter  extremity 
of  the  univerfe,  remote  from  light 
and  life,  rifes  the  manflon  of  ever- 
lafting  mifery,  the  receptacle  of 
the  wicked,  named  Naftrond, 
whofe  walls  are  compofcd  of  the 


carcafes  of  ferpents,  and  through 
whofe  gates  pours  poifon  in  a  thou- 
fand  torrents. 

From  this  broad  outline,  a  ge¬ 
neral  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
gothic  mythology,  which  is  lingu¬ 
lar,  perhaps,  in  attributing  deftruc- 
tion  to  the  fubordinate  deities, 
and  in  preparing  for  mankind  two 
heavens  and  two  hells;  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  the  firft  confecr^ted  to  the 
valiant,  the  fecond  to  the  good  ; 
of  the  latter,  one  deftined  to  the 
cowardly  and  difeafed,  the  o.her 
to  the  wicked  and  profane.  It  is 
chara&eriftic  likewife  of  this  re¬ 
ligion,  that,  as  underftood  by  its 
more  rational  votaries,  it  pre- 
ferves  diftinCf  and  free,  from  all 
the  mutations  incident  to  matter, 
the  firft  almighty  offence,  the 
caufe  of  caufes.  This  was  not  the 
cafe,  however,  with  the  vulgar, 
who  confounded  the  great  Author 
of  all  things  with  the  firft  of  his 
agents  Odin.  Of  this  formidable 
deity,  whofe  attributes  had  fuch  a 
powerful  influence  over  the  minds 
of  his  worfhippers,  I  fhall  now  en¬ 
deavour  to  give  the  moft  in te reft- 
ing  particulars,  preceding  the  ac¬ 
count,  however,  by  a  fhorr  nomen¬ 
clature  of  the  family  of  Odin  and 
his  affociates,  or  the  gods  and 
goddeffes  of  the  Edda. 

Odin  had  by  his  wife  Frea  or 
Hertha,  whom  the  northern  fages 
worshipped  as  the  Goddefs  of  Fer¬ 
tility,  and  as  allegorically  repre- 
fenting  the  earth,  Thor,  his  firft 
born,  the  moft  valiant  or  the  Gods, 
their  defender  and  avenger,  and 
who  prefided  over  the  atmofphere, 
and  ruled  all  its  commotions. 
Balder,  the  fecond  ,'on  of  Odin,  was 
the  God  of  eloquence  and  fplen- 
dour,  and  guided  the  fteed  of  day. 
Niord,  though  not  of  the  family 
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of  Odin,  was  the  God  of  the  fea, 
the  Neptune  of  the  Scandinavians. 
Jfrey,  the  fon  of  Niord,  prefided 
over  the  feafons.  Tyr,  the  pro¬ 
testor  of  champions  and  brave 
jiien,  difpeni'ed  vidory  in  the  hour 
of  battle.  Brage  was  the  God  of 
poetry  and  mufic.  Heimdailer  was 
the  guardian  of  the  bridge  Bifroft, 
or  the  Rain-bow,  which  connects 
heaven  with  earth.  Hoder,  a  fon 
of  Odin,  was  a  God,  though  blind, 
irrefiftably  ftrong,  and  his  name 
was  pronounced  with  terror.  Vi. 
<iar  w  as  the  God  of  filence.  Vile, 
the  fon  of  Odin  and  Rinda,  the 
daughter  of  the  Sun,  was  the  God 
of  archery,  and  Angularly  intrepid 
in  war.  Ulla  was  the  God  of 
fwiftnefs,  whofe  velocity  was 
fuch,  that  no  one  could  ftand 
againft  him.  Forfete,  the  laft 
and  twelfth  God,  independent  of 
Odin,  prefided  over  con  trover  fies, 
and  inhabited  a  palace  in  heaven 
galled  Glitner. 

The  fame  number  of  Goddeffes, 
with  Hertha  at  their  head,  are  no¬ 
ticed  in  the  Edda.  Second  to 
Hertha  was  Saga.  Eira  was  the 
Goddefs  of  medicine.  Gefione,  of 
virginity.  Tylla,  of  dreB  and 
ornament.  Freya,  of  love.  Lofna, 
of  reconciliation.  Vara,  of  fidelity. 
jSnotra,  of  learning.  Vora,  of  pe¬ 
netration  ?  Lyna,  of  fafety.  Sy- 
pia  was  the  portrefs  of  the  palace 
of  the  Goddeffes.  Gna  the  mef- 
fenger  of  Freya. 

Befides  thefe  deities,  whofe  names 
and  number  fometimes  vary,  Lok, 
the  evil  principle  and  calumniator 
of  his  affociates,  is  frequently  enu¬ 
merated  among  the  Gods.  He 
generated  three  monfters,  who 
Were  brought  up  among  the  giants, 
patuely,  the  wolf  Fenris,  the  fer- 
p ml  of  Midgard^  or  the  ferpent 


which  furrounds  the  earth,  an d 
Hela  the  queen  of  death.  Thefe, 
with  the  giants,  and  the  genii  of 
fire,  wage  perpetual  enmity  againft 
the  divinities  of  Afgard. 

As  of  many  of  thefe  Divinities, 
however,  there  is  little  worth  re¬ 
cording,  their  agency  being  trifling, 
unaccommodated  to  the  purpofes  of 
poetry,  and  unoperative  as  to  fo- 
ciety,  I  {hall  only  {elect  thofe 
whofe  attributes  were  chara&eriftie 
of  the  people  who  adored  them, 
and  to  whom  were  attached  the 
moft  fplendid  and  magnificent 
fables. 

Odin,  the  chief  Divinity  among 
the  Scandinavians,  was  worfhipped 
as  the  God  of  war,  and,  in  the 
great  temple  ot  Upfal,  was  repre¬ 
fen  ted  holding  a  fword  in  his  hand. 
The  Edda  defer ibes  him  as  a  ter¬ 
rible  and  fevere  God ;  the  father 
of  {laughter ;  the  God  that  car- 
rieth  defolation  and  fire  ;  the  ac¬ 
tive  and  roaring  deity  ;  he  who 
giveth  victory,  and  reviveth  cou¬ 
rage  in  the  conflict.’ * 

In  Afgard,  or  the  realm  of  the 
Gods,  the  Olympus  of  the  north, 
Odin  had  feveral  palaces.  In  Glad- 
heim,  or  the  Manfion  of  Joy,  £ 
large  and  magnificent  hall,  he  ad- 
miniftered  juftice,  fitting  on  an  ele¬ 
vated  feat,  furrounded  by  the 
twelve  Gods.  Juftice  was  alfo 
frequently  difpenfed  by  him  and  his 
brother  deities  under,  a  large  afti 
tree,  named  HydrafiE  This  enor¬ 
mous  tree,  whofe  top  reaches  to 
the  higheft  heaven,  and  whofe 
branches  cover  the  earth,  has  three 
roots,  which  diverge  to  an  infinite 
diftance  from  each  other ;  under 
the  firft  root,  which  is  in  heaven, 
flows  the  hallowed  ft  ream  of  Time- 
Paft,  with  whofe  facred  waters 
fkree  virgins  perpetually  fprinkle 
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the  tree,  and  fupport  the  beauty  of 
its  foliage  ;  their  abode  is  for  ever 
under  the  a(h ,  and  they  difpenfe  the 
date  and  deftinies  of  man  :  their 

j  * 

names  are  Urda  the  paft,  Werandi 
the  prefent,  and  Skulda,  the  fu. 
ture.  Under  the  fecond,  which 
extends  to  thelandof  the  Giants,  is 
placed  the  fpring  of  Mimer,  the 
fountain  of  wifdom,  and  the  di¬ 
vine  liquour  of  Odin  ;  and  be¬ 
neath  the  third,  which  covers 
Niflheim  or  hell,  and  is  the  food 
of  the  monftrcus  ferpent  Nidhoger, 
flows  the  fountain  Vergelncr,  the 
fource  of  the  infernal  rivers.  On 
this  tree  fits  an  eagle,  whofe 
piercing  eyes  difcover  all  things, 
whilft:,  a  fquirrel  is  i  nee  flan  tly  oc¬ 
cupied  in  running  along  the  branch¬ 
es,  and  conveying  news  from  every 
part  of  the  tjniverfe, 

The  principal  city  of  Odin  was 
Valafcialf,  built  of  the  pureft  fil- 
ver  and  here  was  eftablifhed  his 
throne,  called  Lidlcialf,  or  the 
Terror  of  Nations,  and  from 
whence  he  beheld  all  the  regions  of 
the  earth.  On  his  fhoulders,  whilft 
fitting  on  this  throne,  fate  con- 
ftantlv  two  ravens,  named  Hugo 
and  Mumin,  who,  being  let  loofe 
every  morning,  flew  through  every 
province  of  the  globe,  and,  re¬ 
turning  at  night,  whifpered  in  his 
ears  whatever  they  had  heard  and 
feen,  whence  Odin  is  frequently 
termed  the  God  of  the  ravens. 

It  was  in  Valhalla,  however, 
one  of  his  mod  fuperb  palaces,  he 
received  the  fouls  of  thofe,  who 
died  contending  on  the  field  of 
battle;  and  every  warrior,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  engagement,  took  a 
vow  to  fend  him  the  fpirits  of  the 
fiain,  for  whom,  when  dying 
fword  in  hand,  the  gates  of  Val¬ 
halla  were  ever  open.  To  this  deity 


prayers  were  offered  for  fuccefs  la 
conflict,  and  fitch  was  his  enthti- 
fiafm  for  martial  deeds,  that  he 
was  fuppofed,  often  perfonally, 
mounted  on  his  (table  fteed  Sleip- 
ner,  a  horfe  with  eight  feet,  to 
mingle  in  the  conteft,  to  excite 
the  ardour  of  the  hero,  to  ftt-.ke 
thofe  deitined  t#  perifh,  and  to 
fpeed  the  parting  fpirit  to  the  hulls 
of  heaven. 

The  palace  of  Valhalla  was  irn 
every  refpeH  adapted  for  the  eiy- 
fium  of  the  warrior;  its  very  con- 
ftru&ion  and  its  ornaments  were 
warlike. 

Broken  lhafts  of  many  a  fpear 
Emblazoning  the  roots  appear; 

The  domes  with  fhie'ds  are  cover’d o'Cr, 
And  c<'ats  of  maii  furround  the  floor. 
Behold  !  Valhalla  proudly  fhrouds 
Her  tower,  in  the  ambient  clouds  z 
Five  hundred  portals  grace  the  fide. 

With  tort.-  more  unfolding  wide. 

Thro’  es  erv  gate  ih  war  array. 

With  banners  dreaming  to  the  day. 

Eight  hundred  warriors  pafiage  find. 

When  for  martial  deeds  inclin’d. 

Five  hundred  domes  afpiring  high. 

With  forty  others  pierce  the  fky  : 

There,  Gods  in  mazy  lab’rynths  roara-»« 
One  portal  leads  to  every  dome. 

In  this  magnificent  dwelling  the 
fouls  of  the  valiant  enjoy  the  daily 
pinafore  of  arming  themfelves,  of 
ranging  in  order  of  battle,  and  of 
cutting  each  other  to  pieces  ;  but 
when  the  hour  of  r  part  approaches, 
they  haften  to  the  convivial  board, 
and  free  from  pain,  or  wound  or 
animofity,  feed  heartily  on  the 
fleth  of  the  boar  Serimner,  who  is 
daily  renewed,  and  is  amply  fuf- 
ficient  lor  the  mo  ft  numerous  party. 
With  this  food,  efteemed  as  the 
higheft  delicacy,  they  drink  to  in¬ 
toxication  plentiful  draughts  of 
mead,  which  is  delivered  to  thetn 
by  virgins  naiqed  Valkiries,  in. the 
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fkolls  of  their  enemies,,  and  who 
are  like  wife  employed  by  Odin  to 
feted!  in  battle  thofe  who  are  to 
penfh.  This  mead  or  hvdromel  is 
the  product  of  a  goat  called  Hei- 
dvmia,  from  whofe  paps  every  day 
tows  into  a  vafe  a  quantity  fuf- 
ficient  to  inebriate  the  company. 
In  the  Edda  of  Saemund  the  follow¬ 
ing  lines  arc  descriptive  of  the  joys 
m  Valhalla. 

— - —  — — —  Xn  Odin’s  field, 

‘Their  ff/ords  the  'Mono-heroes  wield: 

And  daily  on  each  other  bear 
The  dread  conflicting  ftorm  of  war. 

Scaw  d  in  the  fight,  the  chiefs  divide. 

And  home  on  ftately  iteeds  they  ride 
Then  with  the  Gods  in  fplendid  halls, 
Drink  oblivnon  to  their  brawls  : 

Se-rimnei’s  fLfh  a  feaft  affords. 

And  concord  reigns  around  their  boards.*— 
Keidmna  wildeft  of  the  train, 

Thatfport  on  hill  or  ruffet  plain,. 

Wear  Odin’s  hall  fallacious  breeds, 

And  on  the  leaves  of  Laerad  feeds. 

Mis  fp-acious  hotn  fhall  fill  the  bowl, 

That  hits  to  rapture  Odin’s  foul  $ 

And  ever  drinking,  ever  dry— 

Still  the  copious  ftreaxn  fupply. 

Odin,  however,  is  ufually  re¬ 
presented  as  fitting  apart  from  the 
heroes,  drinking  wine  inftead  of 
hvdromel,  and  under  no  neceffity 
of  fapporting  himfelf  by  food. 

As  Hill  further  illuOrarive  of 
the  attributes  of  this  warrior  God, 
and  of  the  joys  of  Valhalla,  I 
fn all  adduce  fome  beautiful  modern 
defcriptions,  which,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  adhere  clofeiy  to 
the  letter  of  the  Edda,  are  written 
in  the  genuine  fpirit  of  poetry. 
The  two  following  addreffes  to 
Odin  are  from  the  inaflerly  pen  of 
Sayers. 

God  of  carnage,  king  of  might. 

Clinging  ro  thy  fable  (feed, 

And  dafhing  thro’  the  fight, 

Thou  iimi’ft  when  thouiands  bleed  : 


Cc  -cher  :  the  ponderous  fpear. 

Thou  fhout’ft  amid  the  battle's  Hound—* 
The  armed  lifters  hear, 

Viewlefs  hurrying  o’er  the  ground 
They  ftrike  the  deftin’d  chiefs  and  call 
them  to  the  ikies. 

Lo  !  from  Skuida’s  ra  lly  towers 
On  jetty  wing\the  ravbn  flies. 

And  bears  the  deeds  of  future  hours  ; 

To  thee  he  haftes— in  folemn  ftate  A 
Thou  read’st  the  dread  commands  of  fate 
To  liflrening  deities. 


King  of  Gods  on  Ihining  throne. 

Thou,  who  with  a  Angle  glance 
Pierceft  Nature’s  wide  extent, 

Thou,  who  from  the  fpring  of  Mimee 
Quaffeft  liquid  lore  divine, 

Odin,  hear. 

King  of  Gcds,  whom  Hydraitl 
With  facred  fhadow  veils, 

Whilft  around  thee  fit  cceleftiak, 

Whilft  beneath  thee  Fates  attend, 

Odin,  hear. 

King  of  men,  who  dealeft  triumph, 

Brave  in  battle,  brave  in  death, 

Galh’d  with  gory  wounds, 

In  agony  thou  fmil’ft  ; 

King  of  men,  whofe  dark  blue  fteel 
No  foe  unconquerM  faw, 

Soon  his  heart’s  blood  f’mok’d  around* 
Soon  his  daunted  fpirit  fled, 

Odin,  hear. 

In  Harold’s  breaft  thy  fpirit  pour. 

String  his  nerves,  his  eyes  inflame, 

Direct  his  brawny  arm  to  fling 
The  darts  of  death  around. 

In  the  tempell:  of  the  battle 
Throw  thy  Ihield  of  fafety  o’er  him, 
Protedl  him  with  thy  mighty  hand. 

And  fend  him  back  with  vitlory. 

The  pafTage  next  to  be  produced 
is  taken  from  a  fma]l  volume  of 
poems  by  Mr.  Penrofe,  which 
though  lately  little  noticed,  pof- 
felles  many  claims  to  high  diftinc- 
tion.  1  his  amiable  man  perifhed 
at  an  early  age,  the  vi&im  of  dis¬ 
appointment  and  misfortune.  The 
only  tribute  to  his  memory,  which 
I  recollect,  and  which,  though 
fiiort,  is  truly  pathetic,  exifts  in 
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four  lines  by  the  author  of  the 
Purfuits  of  literature. 

Have  you  not  feen  negle&ed  Penrofe 
bloom. 

Then  fink  unhonour'd  in  a  village  tomb  ? 
Content  ‘  curate’s  humble  path  he  trod, 

with  the  poor  in  fpirit,  refts  with 
God. 

From  his  admirable  poem  en¬ 
titled  ({  The  Caroafai  of  Odin/' 
and  compofed  in  a  vein  of  the  moft 
flriking  enthufialm,  I  qyote  merely 
she  commencement. 

Fill  the  honey’d  bev’rage  high, 

Fill  the  fkulls,  ’tis  Odin’s  cry  ; 
Heard  ye  not  the  powerful  call, 
Thundering  through  the  vaulted  hall! 
44  Fill  the  meath,  and  fpread  the 
board, 

<£  Vaffals  of  the  griefly  Lord”— 

The  portal  hinges  grate - they 

come— 

The  ain  of  voices  roeks  the  dome. 

In  ftalk  the  various  forms,  and  dreffc 
In  various  armour,  various  veft, 

With  helm  and  morion,  targe  and 
fiiield. 

Some  quivering  lances  couch,  fome  biting 
maces  wield  : 

All  march  with  haughty  ftep,  all  proudly 
(hake  the  crefb 

The  teaft  begins,  the  fkull  goes  round, 
Laughter  fhouts,  the  fnouts  refound. 
The  gull  of  war  lubfides — E’en  now 
The  grim  chief  curls  his  cheek,  and 
fmooths  his  rugged  brow. 

I  conclude  thefe  poetical  illuf- 
trations  of  the  northern  elyfium 
with  part  of  a  beautiful  ode  by 
Mr.  Sterling,  entitled  The  Scalder. 
It  is  extracted  from  a  collection  of 
poems,  by  this  gentleman,  publilhed 
in  1789,  a  colleftion,  I  believe, 
little  known,  though  certainly 
meriting  conhderable  applaufe  ;  it 
the  lines  which  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  papers  I  fhall  occafionally 
quote  from  it  fhould  induce  any 
lover  of  poetry  to  procure  the  vo¬ 


lume,  he  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
be  highly  gratified  in  the  perufal. 

Illuftrious  chiefs,  whofe  death lefs  fame 
The  Scaider’s  long  fhall  blazon  wide  $ 
Quick  they  move,  a  glancing  flame, 

Kings  and  heroes i’weli  the  tide: 

A  firming  tram,  (avaunt  the  coward  fiavej 
From  bright  V  aihaha  pours,  the  maniiou 
of  the  brave. 

In  Ions;  array  the  godlike  forms  appear. 
The  if  harpefs  bright’ning  in  the  weft  era 
beam, 

They  fnake  the  glitt’ring  fword,  and 
pointed  fpear; 

Their  polifhd  helms  with  dreadful 
iplendour  gleam  : 

On  airyfteeds  the.  warriors  rush  along, 
Swift  as  the  light'ning’s  tiafn,  as  wtr.t’sy 
tempefts  ibrong. 

Now  the  rage  of  combat  burns. 

Haughty  chiefs  on  chiefs  lie  flain; 

The  battle  glows  and  links  by  turns. 

Death  and  carnage  load  the  plain. 

Pale  fear,  grim  horror  ftalk  around  ; 

The  blood  of  heroes  dyes  the  vernast 
ground. 

But  at  the  brazen  trumpet’s  {Frilling  call, 
Quick  into  life  the  eager  champions 
fpring  : 

With  headlong  fpeed  they  crowd  the 
banner’d  hall. 

Where  fits  enthron’d  in  gold  the  fcep« 
ter’d  king, 

Immortal  Odin,  lbv’reign  of  the  gods, 
Who  gilds  with  glory’s  beams  Valhalla’’* 
bngnt  abodes. 

Their  banquet  is  the  mighty  chine, 
Exhauftlefs  the  ftupendous  boar; 

Virgins  of  immortal  line 

Prelent  the  goblet  foaming  o’er, 

Of  heroes’  fkulls,  the.  goblets  made. 

With  figur’d  deaths,  ana  fnakes  of  gold 
inlaid. 

The  king  of  men  with  bounteous  finite 
furveys 

The  dauntlefs  fouls,  who  fall  in  glory’s 
caufe  ; 

Who  vow  to  him  the  period  of  their  days, 
Who  fight  his  battles,  and  uphold  his 
laws : 

For  thefe  Serimner  on  the  board  is  fpread. 
And  n  Laerada’s  leaves  the  fhaggy  goat 
is  fed. 

To  this  fingular  paradife  while 
all  who  died  bravely  on  the  field 
2  of 


( 
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of  battle  were  admitted,  thofe  who 
perilhed  by  difeafe,  or  turned  their 
backs  upon  the  enemy,  were  con¬ 
demned  to  the  dreary  regions  of 
Hiilheim,  the  hell  of  the  northern 
nations,  a 

—  Land  of  horror  !  where  unyielding  froft 
Piles  high  the  mountain  ice,  and  dims  the 
air 

With  ever-hiffing  fleet,  where  piercing 

blafts 

Sweep  on  ftorm-laden  wing  o’er  folid  fleas; 

Sayxrs. 

Over  thefe  realms  of  defolation, 
which  were  divided  into  nine 
worlds,  prefided  Hela,  or  death,  a 
being  of  tremendous  afped,  whofe 
features  were  livid  and  ghaftly,  and 

whofe  body  was  half  blue  and  the 

* 

©therhalf  the  colour  of  human  flelh. 
Her  palace  was  Anguifh,  her  table 
Famine  5  her  waiters  Expedati.cn 


and  Delay  ;  the  threfhold  of  her 
door  was  Precipice,  and  her  bed 
Leannefs  ;  her  apartments  are 
grated  with  iron,  and  plunged 
in  perpetual  darknefs, 

- - for  here  no  ray 

Of  morning  plays  with  fofteft  luftre 
round, 

Nor  here  ambrofial  eve  with  fragrant  hand 
Scatters  her  fweets. 

Around  the  fpirits  doomed  to 
wander  amid  thefe  dreadful  fhades 
enormous  ferpents  wound  their 
clammy  folds,  and  inflided  the 
molt  piercing  flings,  while  the 
hoarfe  defcant  of  the  raven,  the 
howling  of  the  wolf,  and  the  veils 
of  the  tormented,  were  the  onl y 
founds  that  penetrated  thefe  caves 
of  utter  darknefs. 
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ODE  fir  the  NEW  YEAR,  1804. 

By  H.  J.  Pye,  Esq.  Poet  Laureate 

WHEN,  at  the  Defpot’s  dread  command. 

Bridg’d  Heliefpont  his  myriads  bore 
From  fervile  Afia’s  peopled  ftrand 

To  Graecia’s  and  to  Freedom’s  fhore— 

While  holtile  fleets,  terrific,  fweep. 

With  threat’ning  oar,  th’  Ionian  deep. 

Clear  Dirce’s  bending  reeds  among, 

The  Theban  Swan  no  longer  lung  *: 

No  more,  by  Iftthmas’  wave-worn  glade, 

Or  Nemea’s  rocks,  or  Delphi’s  lhade. 

Or  Pifa’s  olive-rooted  grove. 

The  temple  of  Olympian  Jove, 

The  Mufes  twin’d  the  facred  bough. 

To  crown  th*  athletic  victor’s  brow” ; 

Till  on  the  rough  yEgean  main. 

Till  on  Platea’s  trophied  plain. 

Was  crufh’d  the  Perfian  Tyrant’s  boaft, 

O’erwhelm’d  his  fleet,  o’erthrown  his  hofl ; 

Then  the  bold  Theban  feiz’d  again  the  lyre, 

And  ftruck  the  chords  with  renovated  fire  r 
On  human  life’s  delufive 
<(  Tho’  woes  unfeen,  uncertain,  wait, 

(f  Heal’d  in  the  gen’rous  breaft  is  every  pain, 

<(  With  undiminilh’d  force,  if  Freedom’s  rights  remairiK,^ 

*  See  Pind,  Ifth,  Ode  viii.  f  IW4, 

No 
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II. 

Not  to  the  Britiih  Mule — Tho}  rude 
Her  voice  to  Grsecia’s  tuneful  choir. 

By  dread,  by  danger  unfubdu’d. 

Da un tlefs  fhe  wakes  the  lyric  wire  :  '  j  , 

So,  when  the  awful  thunder  roars. 

When  round  the  livid  lightnings  play, 

The  imperial  eagle  proudly  foars, 

And  wings  aloft  her  daring  way. 

And,  hark  !  with  animating  note, 

Aloud  her  ftrains  exulting  float, 

"While,  pointing  to  th1  inveterate  hoft 
Who  threat  dellru&ion  to  this  envied  coal!  : 
e<  Go  forth,  my  fons. — -As  nobler  rights  ye  claim, 

*€  Than  everfann’d  the  Grecian  patriots’  flame  ; 

(t  So  let  your  breafts  a  fiercer  ardour  feel, 

**  Led  by  your  Patriot  King,  to  guard  yoiir  country’s  weal  [** 

III. 

Her  voice  is  heard — from  wood,  from  vale,  from  down, 

The  thatch- roof’d  village,  and  the  bufy  town, 

Eager  th’  indignant  country  fwarms, 

And  pours  a  people,  clad  in  arms, 

Num’rous  as  thofe  which  Xerxes  led. 

To  crufli  devoted  Freedom’s  head, 

Firm  as  the  band  for  Freedom’s  caufe  who  flood* 

And  flain’d  Thermopylae  with  Spartan  blood  : 

Hear  o’er  their  heads  the  exulting  goddefs  flng— 

s<  Thefe  are  my  favourite  fons,  and  mine  their  warrior  King  !?* 

IV. 

Thro’  Albion’s  plains  while  wide  and  far, 

Swells  the  tumultuous  din  of  war  ; 

While,  from  the  loom,  the  forge,  the  flail. 

From  labout’s  plough,  from  Commerce’  fail. 

All  ranks  to  martial  impulfe  yield, 

And  grafp  the  fpear,  and  brave  the  field  ; 

Do  weeds  our  plains  uncultur’d  hide  ? 

Does  drooping  Commerce  quit  the  tide  ? 

Do  languid  Art  and  Induflry 
Their  ufefui  cares  no  longer  ply  ? — * 

Never  did  Agriculture’s  toil 
With  richer  harvefts  clothe  the  foil  ; 

Ne’er  were  our  barks  more  amply  fraught, 

Ne’er  were  with  happier  fkiil  our  ores,  our  fleeces,  wrought. 

While 
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V. 

While  the  proud  foe,  to  fwell  invafion’s  hoft. 

His  bleeding  country’s  countiefs  millions  drains. 
And  Gallia  mourns,  thro’  herembattl’d  eoaft. 
Unpeopled  cities,  and  unlabour’d  plains ; 

To  guard  and  to  avenge  this  favour’d  land, 

Tho'  gleams  the  fword  inev’ry  Briton’s  hand. 

Still  o’er  our  fields  waves  Concord’s  filken  wing, 

Still  the  Arts  fiourifh,  and  the  Mufes  fing ; 

While  moral  truth  and  Faith’s  celeftial  ray, 

Adorn,  illume,  andblefs,  a  George’s  profp’rous  fway, 

ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  Birih-Day ,  June  4,  1S04* 
By  H.  J.  Pye,  Efq.  Poet  Laureate 

I. 

AS  the  bleft  Guardian  of  the  Britifli  Ifles, 

Immortal  Liberty,  triumphant  Food, 

And  view’d  her  gallant  fons,  with  favouring  fmiles, 
Undaunted  heroes  of  the  field  or  flood  ; 

From  Inverary’s  rocky  Ihores, 

Where  loud  the  Hyperborean  billow  roars, 

To  where  the  furges  of  the  Atlantic  wave 
Around  Cornubia’s  Weftern  borders  rave. 

While  Erin’s  valiant  warriors  glow 
With  kindred  fire  to  crufh  the  injurious  foe, 

From  her  bright  lance  the  flames  of  Vengeance  ftreans. 
And  in  her  eagle  eye  Ihines  Glory’s  radiant  beam* 

II. 

Why  fink  thofe  fmiles  in  Sorrow’s  figh  ? 

Why  Sorrow’s  tears  fuffufe  that  eye  $ 

Alas !  while  weeping  Britain  fees 
The  baleful  fiends  of  pale  Difeafe 
Malignant  hovering  near  her  throne, 

And  threat  a  Monarch  all  her  own — 

No  more  from  Anglia’s  fertile  land. 

No  more  from  Caledonia’s  flrand, 

FYom  Erin’s  breezy  hills  no  more 
The  panting  legions  crowd  the  Ihore  :• 

The  buoyant  barks,  the  vaunting  hoft. 

That  fwarmon  Gallia’s  hoftile  coaft, 

T he  anxious  thought  no  longer  (hare. 

Loft  in  a  nearer,  dearer  care, 

And  Britain  breathes  alone  for  George’s  life  her  prayer. 


Her 
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III. 

Her  prayer  is  heard— ^Th’  Almighty  Fower> 

Potent  to  pnnifh  or  to  fave, 
jfeids  Health  refume  again  her  happier  hour  ;*— - 
And,  as  acrofs  the  mifty  wave 
The  frefh’ning  breezes  fvveep  the  clouds  away 
v  That  hid  awhile  the  golden  orb  of  day, 

So  from  Hygeia’s  balmy  breath 

Fly  the  drear  fhadows  of  Bifeafeand  Death.-*— 

Again  the  manly  breaft  beats  high. 

And  flames  again  the  indignant  eye. 

While,  from  the  cottage  to  the  throne, 

This  generous  fentiment  alone, 

Lives  in  each  heart  with  patriot  ardour  warm* 

Points  every  fword,  nerves  every  Briton’s  arm, 
i(  Rufh  to  the  field  where  George  and  Freedom  lead. 

Glory  and  fame  alike  the  warrior’s  meed. 

Brave  in  their  country’s  caufe,  who  conquer  or  whobleccL5"' 

The  Old  Man’s  Song*  By  Mr,  Montgomery * 

From  the  Poetical  Regijfer  for  1804. 

SHALL  Man  of  frail  fruition  boafl  ? 

Shall  life  be  counted  dear. 

Oft  but  a  moment,  and  at  moil 
A  momentary  year  ? 

1  " 

There  was  a  time, — that  time  is  pad* 

When,  Youth  1  I  bloom’d  like  thee  ; 

A  time  will  come, — ’tis  coming  fail, 

When  thou  (halt  fade- like  me  : 

Like  me  thro’  varying  feafons  range*  , 

And  pad  enjoyments  mourn  ; 

For  ah!  the  fweeteft  Spring  (hall  change 
To  Winter  in  its  turn. 

In  Infancy,  my  vernal  prime. 

When  life  itfeif  was  new, 

Acnufement  pluck’d  the  wings  of  Time* 

Yet  fwifter  ilillhe  flew. 

Summer,  my  youth,  fucceeded  foon. 

My  fun  afcended  high, 

And  Pleafure  held  the  reins  till  noon* 

*— ■  But  Grief  drove  down  the  fky* 

Like 
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Like  Autumn,  rich  in  ripening  corn, 

Came  Manhood’s  fober  reign  % 

My  harveft-moon  fcarce  fill’d  her  ,iorn, 

When  fhe  began  to  wane. 

Then  followed  Age,  infirm  Old  Age, 

The  winter  of  my  year  ; 

When  {hail  I  fall  before  his  rage, 

To  rife  beyond  the  fphere  l 

I  long  to  call  the  chains  away. 

That  bind  me  down  to  earth  j 
Toburft  thefe  dungeon -walls  of  clay^ 

And  flart  to  fecond  birth. 

Life  lies  in  embryo, — never  free 
Till  Nature  yields  her  breath. 

Till  Time  becomes  Eternity, 

And  Man  is  born  in  death. 

Stanzas  written  by  Mr.  Leyden  before  his  departure  to  Madras ,  on  the 

following  given  bine  from  Chaucer, 

Harde  is  his  hertethat  lovith  nought. 

From  the  fame . 

t  _  '  *  ■ 

AS  flow  the  waning  year  retires^ 

The  wild-wood  warblers  lofe  their  fi res* 

Long  (hall  they  reft  on  lonely  wing, 

Far  from  their  mates,  till  jocund  Spring 
Again  the  month  of  Love  has  brought : 

But  man  kind  Nature  grants  to  prove 
Through  every  month  the  power  of  Love; 

Hard  is  his  heart  that  loveth  nought. 

And  I,  who  once  in  frolic  mood. 

With  wild  and  witlefs  hardihood, 

Julia  unknown,  would  mock  the  woe 
Which  only  faithful  lovers  know. 

When  firft  I  faw  her  face  I  thought — • 

If  aught  on  earth  fo  angel  bright 
Can  charm  the  foul  to  foft  delight, 

Hard  is  his  heart  that  loveth  nought, ** 

Torn  from  thy  circling  arms  afar 
To  pine  beneath  the  eaftern  ftar, 

Vol,  XLVI.  or  Vol,  IV,  New  Serie-3,  *  Hh  As 
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As  fad  my  lingering  eyes  I  turn 
To  fee  thee  my  departure  mourn — 

*f  Too  dear  thy  love  can  ne’er  be  bought, 

Sweet  foul” — I  figh  ;  “  thou  ne’er  fhalt  rue  ; — 
ideem  the  heart  that  loves  untrue 

More  hard  than  his  that  loveth  nought. ” 

London ,  January ,  1803. 

A  Glee ,  tranjiated from  the  Greek .  By  Theophilus  Swift,  Efq 


From  the  fame, 

THE  girl  that  I  love  lately  gave  me  a  kifs, 

And  the  dew  of  her  lip  feal’d  the  ravifhing  blifs  : 
Of  ne&ar  the  kifs,  for  her  breath  gave  it  bloom. 

Her  breath  was  the  ne&ar’s  delicious  perfume,, 

Now  full  flowing  bumpers  of  rapture  1  prove. 

And  tipfey  with  joy,  I’m  a  Bacchus  in  love. 

Ballad .  By  Anna  Seward,  From  the  fame, 

HAST  th©u  efcap’d  the  Cannon’s  ire, 

Loud  thundering  o’er  the  troubled  main  > 
Haft  thou  efcap’d  the  fever’s  fire 

That  burns  fo  fierce  on  India’s  plain  ? 

Then,  William,  then  I  can  refign,. 

With  fcarce  one  figh,  the  blooming  grace 
Which  in  thy  form  was  wont  to  Ihine 
Which  made  fo  bright  thy  youthful  face. 

That  face  grows  wan  by  fill  try  clime. 

By  watching  dim  thofe  radiant  eyes. 

But  Love  difdains  the  rage  of  Time, 

Tho’  Youth  decays,  though. Beauty  flies; 

An  honeft  heart  is  all  to  me, 

Nor  foil,  nor  time,  makes  that  look  old. 

And  dearer  fha.ll  the  jewel  be 

Than  Youth,  or  Beauty,  Fame,  or  Gold. 


Anacreontic*  By  Theophilus  Swift,  Efq.  From  the  fame* 

FILL,  fill  the  goblet,  let  it  flow  : 

The  womb  of  joy  ;  the  grave  of  woe* 

Let  fober  mortals  fit  and  think  ; 
l  learn  philofophy  in  drink. 


My 
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My  brain  in  rolling  vifions  whirl’d, 
Defcribes  the  motion  of  the  world; 

And  circling  glades  to  mine  ears 
Strike  up  the  mufic  of  the  fpheres. 

High  foams  the  bowl  above  the  brim  : 

In  lunar  rage  my  fenfes  fwim  : 

My  glafs  the  moon.  My  nightly  rule 
Difplays  her  always  at  the  full : 

And  ftilhmy  daily  round  I  run 
With  punctual  pace  : — my  glafs  the  fun* 
Yes,  yes,  our  potent  glafs  furpafles 
Old  Tycho- Brae  he,  thy  boafted  glades  : 

One  object  they  prefent  to  view  ; 

For  every  one  this  gives  us  two. 

Who  doubly  fees,  is  doubly  wife. — - 
’Tis  here  the  true  attrattmi  lies ; 

No  power  centripetal  we  alk. 

To  feek  the  center  of  the  calk  ; 

That  gives,  what  Nature’s  laws  deny. 
Attraction  without  gravity . 

Come,  learn  of  me  true  wifdom’s  lore, 
Heard  you  that  Ihout  ? — Again  they  roar. 
Mis  Comus  with  his  midnight  throng, 
Laughter )  and  Mirth,  an d  Dance,  and  Ssug} 
And  Joy ,  and  Joke,  and  Sport ,  and  Play. 
They  come  ! — I  feel,  I  blefs  their  fway  ; 
Sad  Care  and  Sorrow’s  wrinkled  frown 
In  the  Red  Sea  they  come  to  drown  ! 

To  Beauty  let  the  bumper  flow  : 

The  man  that  flinches  is  my  foe. 

Let  difeord  drop  no  hoftile  ball. 

No  tears  but  of  the  tankard  fall ! 

Now  give  thy  wearied  cup  thepaufe 
Frefcrib’d  by  order's  decent  laws  : 

Now  be  the  favourite  damfel  feen. 

With  every  cup  a  kifs  between, 

To  temper  with  her  fmile  the  bowl. 

And  calm  the  fury  of  my  foul. 

Again  the  kifs  ;  the  cup  again  ! 

Another  ;  and  another  then  ! 

I  envy  not  the  ftate  of  Jove, 

Infpir’d  by  wifdom,  wine,  and  Iove0 


Sonnet. 
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Sonnet ,  front  Benedetto  T)alV  Uva .  By  Mr .  Montgomery » 

From  the  fame . 

The  original  of  the  following  Sonnet  was  written  in  1571,  during  the 
fiege  of  Famagufta,  in  the  I  Hand  of  Cyprus,  by  the  Turks  ;  and  was 
truly  prophetic  of  its  fall.  The  garrifon  furrendered  to  fave  the  town 
from  the  fate  of  Nikofia,  where  Muftapha,  in  the  preceding  year,  had 
malfacred  14,000  inhabitants  ;  but  a  few  days  after  the  capitulation 
the  brave  Governor  was  flayed  alive  by  the  treacheious  Turks;  and 
Cyprus  (the  profligacy  of  whole  inhabitants  was  proverbial)  remained 
the  viftim  of  their  cruelty. 

HP  HUS  faith  the'Lord — (t  In  whom  (hall  Cyprus  truft, 

JL  With  all  her  crimes,  her  luxury  and  pride  ? 

In  her  lafeivious  loves  will  fhe  confide, 

Her  harlot  daughters,  and  her  queen  of  luft  ? 

My  day  is  come — when  o’er  her  neck  in  duft. 

Slaughter  and  Slavery  (hall  triumphant  ride. 

Death  and  captivity  the  Spoil  divide, 

And  Cyprus  perilh  ! — I  the  Lord  am  jufl  ! 

Then  he  that  bought,  and  he  that  fold  in  thee,. 

Thy  princely  merchants,  fhall  their  lofs  deplore, 

Brothers  in  ruin,  as  in  guilt  before  ! 

And  thou,  whomad’ft  thy  rampart  of  the  fea, 

By  foes  tefs  humbled  than  call  down  by  me, 

Thou,  Famagufta!-— fall,  and  rife  no  more.” 

The  Fatal  Moment .  From  the  fame, 

IT  was  but  a  moment  !  Twas  but  like  a  dream  l 
Of  her  mud  cal  voice  I  but  juft  heard  the  found  ; 

And  but  juft  of  her  dark  tender  eyes  met  the  beam, 

As  they  Smilingly  rov’d  ©’er  the  landscape  around. 

Yet,  though  brief  was  the  moment,  ’twas  fata]  to  me. 

For  that  moment  the  peace  of  my  bofom  deftroy’d  ; 

Nowin  feverilh  11  umbers  her  image  I  fee, 

And  waking  my  foul  feels  a  Sorrowful  void. 

'  1 

Thus,  when  Summer  the  pride  of  her  beauty  difplays. 

From  the  gathering  clouds  dart  their  arrowy  fires. 

And  the  viftim  Scarce  views  the  Sulphureous  blaze. 

Scarcely  breathes  out  a  figh,  ere  he  falls  and  expires ! 

R.  A. Davenport. 

Old 


POETRY. 


*  4  69 


I 


QM  IVyfchard.  From  the  iViccamical  Chaplet.  A  Sole  A  ion  of  original 
Poetry.  Edited  by  George  Huddisford 

VOLUMES  of  hiftoric  lore 

Read,  and  you’ll  find,  that  heretofore, 

Flourilh’d  a  brood  of ftrapping  dogs , 

To  whom  this  prefent  race  of  men  are  frogs. 

Aj  ax  a  rock  in’s  arms  could  take. 

And  hurl  it  at  your  pericrane, 

Which  half  a  dozen  folks  of  modern  make- 
With  force  combin'd,  would  drive  to  lift  in  vain* 

By  gallant  Guy  of  Warwick  fiain, 

Was  Colbrand,  that  gigantic  Dane  ; 

Nor  could  this  defp’rate  champion  daunt 
A  dun  cow  bigger  than  an  elephant. 

JBut  he,  to  prove  his  Courage  flerling. 

His  whyniard  in  her  blood  imbru’d  ; 

He  cut  from  her  enormous  fide  a  firloin, 

And  in  his  porridge-pot  her  brilket  ftew’d; 

Then  butcher’d  a  wild  boar,  and  ate  him  barbaeu’d. 


When  Fantagruel  ate  fait  pork, 

Six  waiting-jacks  were  fet  at  work 
To  fhovel  mallard  into  his  chops. — ■ 

Thefe,  you’ll  allow,  were  men  of  mould, 

And  made  on  purpofe  for  an  age  of  gold  ; 

But  we,  their  progeny,  are  mere  milk-fops  : 

They  drank  whole  tuns  at  a  fup  to  wet  their  throttles* 

But  we’re  a  race  of  ftarvelings— I’ll  be  (hot  elfe-— 

Begotten  with  the  rincings  of  the  bottles. 

I  * 

9Twas  fo  the  fage  Monboddo  wrote  • 

And  many  a  learned  clod  of  note 

You’ll  fee  come  forward  and  advance 
Politicos  every  whit  as  wife  : 

And  rhat  they  tell  their  friends  no  lies. 

I’ll  fhew  you  by  collateral  circumftance. 

There  liv’d— tho’  that  is  fomewhat  wide 
<T  the  purpofe — I  fiiouldfay — There  died 
A  fquire,  and  Wyfchard  was  his  name  ; 

PiClilh  and  Saxon  anceltry 
llluftrated  his  pedigree. 

And  many  a  noble  imp  of  fame  ; 

*  H  h  3  Ye* 
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Yet  thefe  renowned  anceftors, 

As  if  they  had  been  vulgar  Tons  of  whores. 

Were  long,  long  fince  by  all  the  world  forgot. 

Save  by  himfelf :  he  knew  the  very  fpot, 

Where  they  had  each  been  coffin’d  up  to  rot ; 

And  in  his  will  directions  gave  exa£t, 

Amongft  thofe  venerable  dads  to  have  hiscarcafe  pack’d*. 

Now  deep  the  fexton  burrows  to  explore 
The  fepulchre  that  thefe  old  worthies  hid ; 

Something  at  laft  that  feem’d  an  huge  barn-door. 

But  was  no  other  than  a  coffin-lid, 

Oppos’d  his  efforts ;  long  it  fpread,  and  wide. 

And  near  the  upper  end  a  crevice  he  efpied. 

Thence  on  his  ear  ftrange  uncouth  utterance  broke, 

As  if  fome  fullen  flumb’rer  half  awoke, 

Who,  yawning,  mutter’d  inarticulate, 

And  angry  founds :  yet  could  not  this  abate 
The  courage  of  the  clown;  ((  Speak  out!”  quoth  he, 

6( Raw  head  and  bloody-bones  ne’er  yet  affrighted  me,’ ? 

A  thund’ring  voice  replies, u  What  mifcreant  knave 
Dares  break  the  fabbath  of  old  Wyfchard’s  grave  ?’# 

“  No  mifcreant  knave,  worm-eaten  fir,  am  I, 

But  Hodge  the  fexton  :  knave !  I  fcorn  the  word : 
i(  I  at  my  honeft  calling  work,  for  why  ? 

**  Your  kinfman’s  juft  brought  down  to  be  interr’d.” 

e(  My  kinfman’s  to  be  buried  here  ?— oh  !  ho  ! 

What  year  of  our  Lord  is’t,  fellow,  ler  me  know,’* 

’Tis  eighteen  hundred,  fir,  and  two.”— 

**  Ay,  Goodman  Sexton,  fay  }^ou  fo  ? 

€<  Then  Time  on  me  a  march  hath  ftole  ; 
e(  *Twas  near  feven  hundred  years  ago 
That  I  became  the  tenant  of  this  hole: 
iZ  Men  like  myfelf  behind  I  left  but  few  ; 
ts  Since  then  the  world,  I  wot,  isfangledall  anew! 

C{  Tell  me,  in  footh,  are  other  folks  like  thee  ? 

tf  For,  by  thy  voice,  thou  ieem’ft  a  tiny  elf.” 

<£  Tiny  !”  quoth  Hodge  ;  ((  zooks,  I  am  fix  feet  three ! 

cs  There’s  no  man  in  the  hundred  but  myfelf 
ec  C*n  fay  as  much— thy  name-fake  that  is  dead, 
e'  I’ll  warrant  him,  was  fhorter  by  the  head.” 
cf  Thy  words  lack  proof :  I  prithee,  honeft  friend, 
cz  Thruft  thro’  this  chink  thy  little  finger’s  end  ! 

6 


♦ 


Whence 


POETRY. 

<<  Whence  I  may  know  if  thou  the  truth  doth  ftate, 
ec  And  judge,  by  fample  fmall,  of  thy  dimenfions  great.’ 

Thought  Hodge — <(  Altho’  I  little  fear  the  dead, 

“  Fool-hardy  mortals  perils  ftrange  environ 
His  fingers  then  with-held  he,  but  inftead 

Thruft  in  his  pick -axe  nozzle,  fheath’d  with  iron  : 
And  he  was  in  the  right. 

For,  at  a  Tingle  bite. 

Old  Wyfchard  fnapt  it  off  clean  as  a  whittle. — - 
t(  Hence,  lying  varlet,  bear 
<(  Your  pigmy  corpfe  elfe where, 

’Twou’d  Wyfchard’s  grave  difgrace  ! 
s<  V  the  ftoutelt  of  your  race 
<<  There’s  no  more  fubllance  than  a  bit  of  grittled’ 

To  an  Oak  blown  down  by  the  Wind,  From  the  fame* 

rT"  HOU  who,  unmov’d,  haft  heard  the  whirlwind  chide 
X  Full  many  a  winter  round  thy  craggy  bed  ; 

And,  like  an  earth-born  giant,  haft  outfpread 
Thy  hundred  arms  and  heav’n’s  own  bolts  defied. 

Now  lieft  along  thy  native  mountain’s  fide 
Uptorn  ; — yet  deem  not  that  I  come  to  fhed 
The  idle  drops  of  pity  o’er  thy  head, 

Or  bafely  to  infult  thy  blafted  pride  : — 

No— ftill  ’tis  thine,  tho’  fallen,  imperial  oak  ! 

To  teach  this  leffon  to  the  wife  and  brave. 

That  ’tis  much  better,  overthrown  and  broke 
In  freedom’s  caufe,  to  fink  into  the  grave. 

Than,  in  fubmiffion  te  a  tyrant’s  yoke, 

Like  the  vile  reed,  to  bow  and  be  a  flave. 

Stanzas  written  on  the  Banks  of  the  Avon,  near  BrifloL 
From  Poems  by  C,  A.  Elton . 

'T  , 

LONE  is  the  rock — its  ivied  feat 

Yields  the  tir’d  limbs  a  calm  retreat ; 

And  thence  in  diftance  bright, 

The  ferpent  error  of  the  flood, 

Midft  banks  abrupt  of  fhadowing  wood, 

Eludes  the  wilder’d  fight. 

By  fuperftitious  love  rever’d, 

Affociate  feelings  have  endear’d 
This  lonely  haunt  to  me  ; 

*  II  h  4 
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All  circling  objedls  to  my  heart 
A  ft  range  romantic  joy  impart 
Withfecret  fympathy. 

For  late  I  fram’d  a  rural  fong, 

Thefe  river-folitudes  among, 

To  foothe  my  Sara’s  ear  ; 

As  not  from  native  charms  alone, 

But  as  the  fpot'  to  her  was  known* 

Its  charms  were  doubly  dear, 

v  < 

She  mus’d  upon  the  votive  fcrain. 

And  y/and’ring  o’er  the  fylvan  plain, 

In  pafilon’s  fweeteft  dream  ; 

My  ftep  once  more  the  maiden  led. 

To  this  lone  rock,  and  bow’d  her  head 
O’er  the  fequeiler’d  ftream. 

On  the  lone  rock  fhe  fate  retir’d  ; 

The  fcene  a  thoufand  thoughts  infpiTd, 

Which  language  could  not  fpeak  ; 

I  read  the  language  of  her  eyes  ; 

My  foul  interpreted  her  fighs. 

And  dwelt  upon  her  cheek. 

This  rock  our  foiemn  altar  be  ! 

And  here  in  Nature’s  prefence  free* 

Here  in  her  temple  bow; 

And  while  no  found  our  lips  impart* 

That  fiience  grav’d  upon  the  heart, 

Shall  ftamp  the  mutual  vow. 

The  Rivulets,  From  the  French  of  Dor  at.  From  the  fame* 

A  RIVULET  by  limits  uncontroul’d, 

High-fwpln  with  fhow’rs  a  rapid  torrent  roll’d | 

Its  latent  fource  abandon’d  with  difdain, 

And  rulh’d  hoarfe  murmuring  to  the  briny  main, 

Down  a  fequefter’d  dale  that  thund’ring  {hook, 

The  flood  descended  near  a  After  brook  ; 

With  unambitious  lapfe  the  ftreamlet  fled. 

Where  alder  (hades  its  verdant  cradle  fpread, 

i  . 

With  maze  diverflfied  it  woos  the  plain, 

And  in  meanders  winds  its  wand’ring  train  ; 

Branch’d  in  a  thoufand. rills  with  finuous  flight ; 

Now  loft  recedes— npw  fpaxkles  on  the  fight. 
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Avaunt !  the  torrent  roar’d  ;  nor  venture  near 
To  thwart  the  fury  of  my  proud  career  ; 

Bafe  rill !  condemn’d  in  folitude  to  firay, 

And  ’midft  the  grafs  in  idle  labyrinths  play. 

Say,  loit’rer  !  whither  thefe  vagaries  tend? 
Thefe  bufy  nothings,  deftitute  of  end  ? 

But  hence,  begone!  high  Fortune  is  my  guide. 
And  Ocean  waits  my  tributary  tide. 

Go  pay  thy  fervile  court,  the  Brook  replies, 

I  envy  not  whom  Ocean  (hall  defpife; 

Go  ! — meet  the  fcorn  of  yon  imperial  main. 
Leave  me  the  praifes  ol  the  fy Ivan  plain  ! 

T intern  Abbey ,  or  the  Wandering  hlmjirel .  An  Ode¥ 

From  Poems,  by  George  Richards ,  A . 

FROM  Cambrian  vales  and  mountains  wild, 
A  minftrel,  nature’s  wandering  child. 

Laid  on  the  rock  his  harp,  and  view’d 
Vaga’s  romantic  folitude  ; 

Still  is  the  air,  and  hufn’d  the  wood  5 
In  Toothing  filence  creeps  the  flood  : 

And  evening  calms  with  golden  gleam 
The  hoary  rocks  and  glittering  ftreanu 
Dark  Shadowy  elms  beneath  embower 
The  cloiflers  and  high  fretted  tower 
Of  lonely  Tintern  :  tapers  bright 
Through  lofty  windows  pour  their  light ; 

And,  rais’d  by  chaunting  quires,  a  found 
Celeftial  fpreads  a  charm  around. 

As  one  whom  infpiration  fires. 

The  raptur’d  minftrel  ftruck  his  wires. 

Holy  men,  your  anthems  fmg ; 

High  your  fragrant  cenfers  fwing  ; 

Around  each  cliff  and  filent  dell 
Bid  the  folemn  organ  fwell ; 

And  give  to  God  your  lonely  hours, 

Midft  rocks  and  ftreams,  and  awful  bowers. 
No  proudly -banner’d  hoft  your  gate 
Fours  forth  in  formidable  ftate. 

No  files,  with  blood-befprinkled  veft, 

Shake  o’er  your  battlements  their  creft  ; 

But  filence,  friend  of  holinefs 
iVnd  yirtue,  keeps  the  calm  recefs : 
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Save  oft,  when  mournful  gales,  that  fweep 
With  hollow  moans  the  cavern’d  fteep. 

Or  diftant  winds,  withfoften'd  roar, 

That  flowing  beat  the  rocks  and  fhore. 

To  folemn  muflngs  lull  the  heart, 

And  more  than  mortal  thoughts  impart. 

Holy  men,  though  wedded  mate 
Never  greet  you  at  the  gate  ; 

Though  babes  nor  round  your  board  be  fpread. 
Nor  lifp  beflde  your  morning  bed  ; 

Yet  ne’er  from  you  mid  human  woes 
The  tear  in  bitter  anguifh  flows ; 

Y  ou  never  watch,  while  day  by  day 
A  fading  confort  waftes  away  ; 

Nor  lay  in  confecrat.ed  earth 
The  fon  who  chear’d  your  evening  hearth; 
Nor  mourn  an  injur’d  daughter’s  fhame. 
With  tearlefs  grief,  that  fnakes  the  frame : 
But  heavenly  thoughts  becalm  the  breafl  ; 
Religion  foothes  the  foul  to  reft  ; 

And  oft  from  you  the  chanted  prayer 
Sounds  through  the  filent  liftning  air  ; 

And  oft  from  you  to  ftarry  Ikies 
The  loud  hofannas  pealing  rife  ; 

While  woods  and  echoing  rocks  proclaim 
The  great  Creator’s  hymned  name. 

When  tapers  round  fome  martyr’s  tomb 
The  lofty,  vaulted  fane  illume, 

Your  lifted  hands  in  prayer  are  fpread. 

To  win  from  pain  the  fainted  dead. 

Oft  at  your  Pembroke’s  tomb  you  bend. 

And  warm  your  grateful  prayers  afcend, 

That  he,  who  bade  your  wanderings  ceafe, 
May  know  in  heaven  an  angel’s  peace. 

Ye  warriors,  who  on  Sion’s  brow 
Fell’d  the  vaunting  Paynim  foe  ; 

Or,  fhaking  Aeon’s  turrets,  pour’d 
The  fury  of  the  Britifh  fword  : 

Here,  in  the  quiet  cell  reclin’d 
Shelter  from  war’s  wild  labours  find  ; 

The  toilfome  march,  the  unwholefoine  fare, 
The  fiery  fand,  the  tainted  air. 

With  all  beflde  malignant  found. 

From  Pontus  to  Egyptian  ground. 

Here,  amid  foothing  folitude, 

In  vales  romantic,  filent,  rude, 
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Religion,  fhrin’d  in  holy  walls, 

And  watching  every  bead  that  falls, 

Shall  wean  the  beating  heart  from  pain, 
Shall  dill  the  wild  tumultuous  vein. 

Shall  fpread  around  the  faded  face 
Her  holy  calm,  her  folemn  grace, 

And  touch  the  foul  with  heavenly  fires. 
Mid  echoing  aides  and  raptur’d  quires. 

O  Wye,  who  wandering  dark  below. 
The  towery  cliffs’  projecting  brow, 
Behold’ft  the  noon. tide  (hadows  fweep 
The  woods  that  veil  the  funny  deep ; 

By  winter  moons,  though  Bards  of  yore. 
Roaming  thy  wild  refounding  fhore, 

Sung  to  the  warriors’  fancied  ghods 
Of  foemen  fiain  on  Cambria’s  coads, 
Whofe  bones  are  fpread  o’er  Clyder's  fide  ; 
*Whofe  blood  hath  crimfon’d  Yftwith’s  tide 
Yet  holier  founds,  and  fcenes  divine, 

O  Wye,  O  hallowed  Wye,  are  thine  ; 

Thy  banks  by  holy  men  are  trod. 

Who  mufe  in  filent  hour  on  God. 

The  taper’d  temple’s  midnight  gleam 
Glitters  along  thy  trembling  dream  : 

O’er  eadern  cliffs,  embrown’d  in  night. 
The  rifing  moon  with  foften’d  light 
Falls  mellowing  down  the  hoary  pile. 

And  dreams  along  the  pillar’d  ide. 

And  he,  who  from  Briftowa’s  fprings 
Up  to  yon  high  cadle  brings 
What  from  far  climes,  of  rich  and  rare, 
Antwerp’s  princely  merchants  bear, 
Between  thy  woods,  and  wild  rocks  hoar. 
Reclining  reds  his  lifted  oar. 

And  hears  from  quires  to  rapture  given, 

The  matin  fong  afcend  to  heaven. 

Adieu,  ye  holy  men  :  I  go 
To  guilty  crowds,  and  fcenes  of  woe* 

Yet  oft,  to  filent  virtue  true, 

Thefe  warbling  firings  {hall  found  of  you. 
Ah  l  holy  men  !  when  o’er  my  grave 
December’s  fnowy  whirlwinds  rave. 

May  my  harp,  with  rapture  new. 

Be  {truck  in  happier  worlds  to  you. 
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The  Hof  pit  able  Indian,  An  Ode .  From  the  fame  * 

O W  to  the  .genial  heat  of  day 
Flow  the  ddfolvjng  fnows  away  : 

And  hark  !  the  ice,  no  longer  bound, 

JBurfts  on  the  lake  with  thundering  found,, 

Stranger,  go  but  fear,  ah !  fear. 

To  penetrate  the  defer t  drear. 

Dark  yon  difmal  waters  run 
To  aland  that  knows  no  fun. 

Chilling  the  unfruitful  plains, 

There  the  ice-moon  conftant  reigns? 

Long  the  way :  thy  youthful  head 
Time  with  hoary  locks  {hall  fpread* 

Ere  again  on  Clowy’s  tide 
Thy  returning  veflel  glide; 

Ox  thy  white  fail  beauteous  gleam* 

Struck  by  morning’s  golden  beam. 

Acrofs  yon  wmrld  of  waters  {fill. 

Over  yonder  cloud-capt  hill. 

Lies  the  melancholy  fhore 
Which  Indians  tremble  to  explore* 

There  beneath  the  gloomy  fteep 
Lies  the  monfter  of  the  deep ; 

Fearful  Ihapes  in  horrid  ranks 
Stand  upon  the  river’s  banks  : 

There  the  dreadful  fpirit  dwells ; 

There  he  meditates  his  fpells : 

From  the  lonely  mountain  calls. 

Lurks  amidlt  the  water  falls, 

And  beneath  the  whirlpool  drear 
O’erwheJms  the  nightly  voyagerf 

Stranger,  if  an  Indian's  cave 
No  enjoyments  for  thee  have  ; 

Nor  the  mefhy  net  to  throw ; 

Nor  to  chafe  the  buffalo ; 

Go  ;  but  ah  !  forbear  to  roam  : 

Guide  thy  venturous  veffel  home. 

May  he,  who  fpeaks  in  thunders  dread. 

From  Alleghanny’s  gloomy  head. 

In  the  fearful  midnightdark 
O’er  the  great  lake  guide  thy  bark, 

Till  thy  native  mountains  green 
jBeauteous  o’er  the  waves  are  feen  $ 
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Till  thou  hear  thy  childrens’  voice. 

Till  thy  mother’s  heart  rejoice, 

And  thy  friend  with  glidenmg  eye 
Springs  to  thy  arms  in  extafy. 

May  the  fpirit,  who  fupplies 
Golden  funs  and  cloudlet's  Ikies, 

Lead  thy  deps,  where  bead  or  fowl 
In  the  dark  wood  perch  or  prowl ; 

And  bring  the  finny  race  to  view. 

Swarming  round  thy  light  canoe. 

Stranger,  thou  (halt  diftant  go. 

Where  thy  native  currents  flow  * 

Where  thy  infant  feet  have  dray’d  ; 

Where  thy  father’s  bones  are  laid  ; 

While,  fhelter’d  from  the  winter  wind. 

The  Indian  in  his  cave  reclined 
Shall  joy,  that  in  a  foreign  land 
He  ft  retched  his  hofpitable  hand  ; 

That  to  Tamo’s  calm  retreat 
He  led  thy  weary  wandering  feet ; 

The  facred  feaft  of  friendfhip  fpread  5 
Beneath  thee  ftrew’d  the  leafy  bed  ; 

And,  thy  weary  lids  to  clofe. 

Of  the  great  fpirit  afk’d  repofe. 

2Ten  ScRIECH.  From  Wallace;  or  the  Vale  of  FJlerJlie ,  (with  other 
Poe?ns.  fid  Edition .J  By  John  Finlay . 

IT  u?as  morning — the  woods  were  rejoicing  in  May, 

When  the  Valley  of  Sorrow  rofe  fweet  on  our  way  ; 

Where,  as  oft  by  the  maids  of  the  village  ’twasfung, 

The  deed  fpurn’d  the  plain  as  the  armour  loud  rung, 

When  Clan.Ronald’s  grim  chief  rear’d  his  fword  in  the  fight. 

Till  death  brooded  round  with  the  darknefs  of  night. 

It  is  pad,  and  the  dream  where  the  warrior  flood, 

Flows  filent  and  pure  that  was  dyed  with  his  blood. 

And  a  tuft  of  fweet  primrofes  blooms  on  the  grave, 

Where  fleeps  'rnidhis  foemen  Clan-Ronald  the  brave. 

*Tis  the  Valley  ef  Sorrow’- — ah  !  no,  tho’  of  yore 
its  flowrerets  were  crufh’d,  and  its  brooks  dyed  with  gore, 

Tho’  the  courfer  flew  fad  from  the  tumult  in  dread, 

And  the  rider  lay  low  with  his  fhield  at  his  head  ; 

Yet  to  me  all  the  founds  that  are  borne  to  the  ear 
Speak  of  hope,  and  of  love,  and  the  joy  of  the  year - - 

5  The 
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The  murmur  of  waters,  the  hum  of  the  bee. 

And  the  blackbird  as  loudly  he  fmgs  from  the  tree— 

All,  all  are  delighted,  no  forrow  it  knows, 

Save  the  name  that  thro’  ages’  dark  legend  ftill  flows. 

What  are  we  or  our  works  in  creation’s  wide  range, 

That  our  pride  fliould  give  names,  tho’  our  power  cannot  change., 
The  ftone  that  fhall  cover  us  falls  with  the  name, 

But  nature  remains,  everlafting  the  fame. 

Melancholy .  From  De  Life .  From  the  fame . 

WHAT  founds  were  thofe  ?  yon  time-rent  tower  gives  way. 
Like  Rome's  imperial  race  her  works  decay  : 

Yet  this  fweet  fpot  no  heavier  gloom  invades, 

A  charm  unwonted  Alls  thefe  deep’ning  (hades. 

The  (hades  that  Melancholy  throws  around, 

In  foft  enchantment  o’er  the  hallow’d  ground. 

~ — — O  !  pure  of  thought  1  O  1  virgin  chafte  and  holy  ! 

Delight  of  grief!  mild-foothing  Melancholy  ! 

May  child  of  earthly  race  whole  melting  foul 
Thy  foft’ning  charm  hath  bleft,  thy  ftill  controul, 

O!  may  he  hope  thy  penftve  look  to  trace, 

Or  fnatch  the  witchcraft  of  one  fleeting  grace  ; 

— ’Twas  then  when  darknefs  veil’d  his  future  fcene. 

That  charm’d  with  dreams  of  pleafure  that  had  been. 

And  oft  when  mifery  on  his  wilder’d  fight 
Pallid  arofe,  each  opening  bloom  to  blight; 

Thy  flghs  that  murmur,  and  thy  tears  that  flow. 

Have  foothed  his  wild  exuberance  of  woe. 

“ — Thine  is  that  blifsful  mood  that  waves  between. 

When  pleafure  on  the  flight  of  grief  is  feen  : 

As  twilight’s  beams  with  mellow’d  luftre  play. 

Trembling  betwixt  the  darknefs  and  the  day. 

When  from  the  wretch’s  breaft,  reludlant,  flow, 

Dcfpalr  retires,  and  tears  again  can  flow ; 

He  feeks  the  (hades  where  Melancholy  bides. 

To  her  thofe  fweet  and  facred  tears  confides  : 

And  woos  her  lenient  hand  his  v/ounds  to  clofe, 

Who  weeps  to  foothe,  but  not  forget  his  woes. 

And  die  more  meet  than  pRafure’s  heedlefs  train, 

Receives  the  fufferer  from  his  lonely  pain  ; 

Steals  o’er  his  troubled  thoughts  with  penftve  fmiles. 

And  his  torn  heart  of  half  its  grief  beguiles. 

1 — O’er  her  pale  cheek  foft -mingling  feelings  dray. 

Mild  gleams  of  joy  thro’  (hades  of  fadnefs  play, 

Yet  ftill  fome  mournful  lines  the  child  of  grief  bewray. 
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Safe  from  the  frantic  crowd  Ihe  loves  to  dwell, 

Beneath  her  fhadovvy  woods  and  twilight  cell ; 

Where  pleas’d  afar  (he  hears  the  winds  that  rave. 

The  fall  of  floods,  the  murmur  of  the  wave. 

Dear  are  thofe  wilds  within  whofe  fecret  bound. 

Ideal  worlds  her  lonely  haunt  furround  ; 

And  dear  the  gloom  of  gathering  Eve,  that  fwarms 
With  moving  trains  of  dim-difcover’d  forms. 

Oft  has  fhe  gazed  at  night’s  myfferious  noon, 

Wirh  tranced  fpirit  on  the  wheeling  moon  ; 

Till  her  breafl  heav’d  with  thoughts  till  then  unknown,. 

And  ffarting  tears  in  the  pale  moon-beam  fhone. 

She  loves  when  fadnefs  hangs  on  nature’s  face, 

A  fancied  fympathy  of  grief  to  trace. 

— It  is  not  fpring  in  youthful  beauty  gay, 

Nor  fummer’s  kingly  pride  and  bright  array. 

That  charm  her  ling’ring  gaze,  but  autumn  fere, 

Scattering  the  yellow  trees  that  crown  the  faded  year! 


Let  toiling  crowds  for  wealth  their  peace  deftroy. 
And  mock  the  maiden’s  vifionary  joy. 

When  gems  and  gold,  high  pleafure’s  halls  among, 
Flafh  their  gay  radiance  o’er  the  feilive  throng  ; 
When  wine,  the  dance,  their  revelry  affume, 

And  tinge  the  faded  cheek  with  fleeting  bloom  ; 

She  on  her  hand  reclines  her  penfive  head, 

And  wakes  the  dreams  of  days  that  long  are  fled ; 
Broods  o’er  a  name,  a  word,  and  weeps  the  while. 
Or  feeds  her  heart  with  one  remember’d  fmiie* 


NACRE ONTIC.  From  tc  Franjlations  from  ihe  Germany  Danijhy 
to  which  is  added ,  Mifcellaneous  Poetry .  By  the  Hon .  W.  Herbert 


((  AiS'o.x.tov  j urjohy  h  tv  tyvczy 

Tc  o’wppomv  s 


Eurip.  HippoL 


UTHLESS  Cupid,  would!!  thou  bind 
V  Fait  and  firm  my  roving  mind. 
Search,  and  find  a  lovely  maid. 

Fair,  as  nature  e’er  difplay’d  l 
Let  her  unambitious  be ; 

Frank,  but  free  from  levity  ; 

Guarded  fo  by  model!  look. 

That  her  thoughts  e’en  dread  rebuke  ; 

What  fhe  faith  unffudied,  heft  ; 

Simple,  fweet,  by  nature  blcfs’d. 
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Let  herbofom  foftly  fwelling, 

Heave  at  mournful  ftory’s  telling. 

Let  her  fometimes  (thus  molt  fair) 

Gentle  melancholy  wear ; 

Let  her  fometimes  (fairer  ft  ill) 

Clofe  it  by  the  fweeteft  fmile 
That  did  ever  beauty  give 
To  the  lovelieft  forms,  that  live* 

Give  her  features  not  fo  fair. 

As  are  called  regular  5 

But  which  might  expreffion  lend 

Lovelier  to  the  faireft  friend  ; 

Sparkling  eyes,  whcfe  mod-eft  fire 
Somewhat  beams  of  fond  defire  5 
Treffes  foft,  that  fun  ply  flow 
O’er  a  neck  of  pureft  fnow. 

Let  her  teeth  be  fhining  white. 

Let  her  mouth  be  fmall  and  bright. 

Of  fuch  hue,  that  frefheft  rofe 
By  comparifon  would  lofe* 

Let  her  feet,  a  tiny  pair, 

Figure  light,  and  airy  bear  3 
And,  like  vifions  of  the  blefs’d. 

Scarce  have  touched  the  foil  they  prefs’cL 
Search  the  world,  great  God  of  love, 

Search  the  faireft  crowds  that  move  ; 

Find  her  fuch,  and  add  to  this 
Meeting  wifhes,  meeting  bills  ; 

Find  her  fuch,  and  thou  (halt  be 
Mine  adored  Deity. 


The  Story  of  XJgolmo.  Dante  Inferno.  Canto  xxxii.  xxxiiL  Phm 
Fables:  cOnfifirng  of  fleet  Farts  from  Dante  y  Berniy  &c*  imitated  by 
R,  Wharton y  Ef. 

STILL  o’er  the  frozen  lake  we  won  our  way, 

Where  Traitors  in  eternal  bondage  iay  ; 

When,  prifon’d  in  one  narrow  chafm,  we  faw 
Two  heads,  the  one  beneath  the  other’s  jaw. 

Which  with  unhallow’d  fangs,  like  commoa  food. 

Grinded  the  naked  fcalp,  and  fucked  the  blood  3  > 

And  with  a  rage  as  horrid,  gnaw’d  the  head. 

As  his,  who  mangled  Menalippus  dead. 

4  O  thou  T  I  cried,  4  whofe  brutal  aft  declares 
4  Hate  unfubdued  for  him  thy  hunger  tears, 

4  Say,  who  thou  art  ?  and  what  foul  deeds  above 
*  To  fo  abhor’d  a  doom  this  caitiff  drove  ? 

*  Tfeafc 
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*  That  in  the  upper  world  if  e’er  again 

c  This  tongue  that  Ipeaks  to  thee  its  powers  retain* 
f  I,  who  now  fee  the  dreadful  vengeance  given, 

€  Thy  wrongs  may  blazon  and  the  wrath  of  Heav’n.* 

I  faid,  and  ficken’d ;  from  the  curft  repad 
Upwards  his  reeking  jaws  the  finner  call, 

And  wiping  with  the  vidim’s  matted  beard 
The  gore  and  flefh  that  to  his  fangs  adhered, 

‘  Aik  you,’  he  cried,  ‘  thole  fad  events  to  hear, 

(  Which  I,  the  fufferer,  fcarce  in  thought,  can  bear  ? 

1  Yet,  if  what  I  may  tell  you  (hall  give  birth 
s  To  infamy,  to  brand  this  wretch  on  earth, 

*  Dercfted  as  it  is,  my  faltering  tongue 

(  Shall  fpeak  the  deed  from  which  this  judgment  fprung, 
4  For  you,  your  name,  and  how  this  penal  zone 
(  Of  hell  you  traverfe,  is  to  me  unknown, 

‘  And  whence  you  come,  unlefs  mine  ears  may  trace, 

‘  Pure  as  your  accents  fall,  a  Tufcan  race. 

(  For  me,  from  Pifa  my  proud  lineage  came  ; 

‘  An  earl,  and  Ugolino  was  my  name. 

*  This  wretch,  Ruggieri  ;  Pifa's  church  obeyed 
1  His  paftoral  word;  her  mitre  graced  his  head; 

*  Now  learn  the  fearful  caufe  of  what  you  fee, 

*  And  why  he  lhares  this  place  with  fuch  a  mate  as  me, 

4  ’Twere  bootlefs  now  to  tell  what  all  muft  know, 

1  The  rife,  the  early  procefs  of  my  woe  ; 

*  How  ralhly  trufting  all  my  power  polfeft, 

4  And  all  I  lov'd,  to  this  perfidious  prielt ; 

*  Betrayed  and  captiv’d,  by  his  cruel  doom, 

(  I  mourn’d,  I  perifh’d  in  a  dungeon’s  gloom. 

*  But  palling  thefe,  the  ftrange  and  fecret  fins 
(  Which  in  its  iron  womb  a  prifon  fcreens, 

f  The  horrors  of  my  murder  thou  (halt  hear — - 

*  Then  judge  if  he  now  pay  a  fine  too  dear  ! 

c  Athwart  my  dungeon’s  roof  (that  rugged  hold 
€  Which  many  a  wretch  like  me  may  yet  infold ; 

*  Which  dark  report  fhall  name  in  alter- times 

*  The  Tower  of  Famine,  from  this  monfter’s  crimes.) 

(  A  chink  (and  I  had  light  through  that  alone) 

(  The  wane  of  many  a  moon  and  growth  had  Ihewn, 

(  When  on  my  brows  as  wavering  {lumber  fate, 

*  A  wonderous  vilion  burll:  the  veil  of  fate. 

0  This  prieft  I  faw  on  yonder  hills  that  rife 

4  And  Ihut  fair  Lucca’s  plain  from  Pifan  eyes, 

*  li 
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*  Prepared  with  eager  dogs  (a  bloody  race) 

‘  A  wolf  and  his  defencelefs  whelps  to  chace. 

€  The  Sifroonds,  Lanfrancs,  Gualands  *,  all  around 
4  Eefet  the  ways,  and  cheer’d  each  murderous  hound* 

/  4  Nor  long  their  toil  ;  the  fierce  purfuers  tore 

*  Their  prey,  and  dy’d  their  fangs  in  guiitiefs  gore. 

_  v 

4  Shuddering  I  woke  ;  and  ere  the  dawn  appear’d 
s  (Sad  partners  of  my  doom)  my  babes  I  heard  : 

*:With  half-form’d  founds  a  feeble  plaint  they  made, 

4  And  dreaming  of  their  fate,  they  cried  for  bread. 

*  Oh  !  harden’d  is  thy  heart,  if,  as  I  fpeak, 

4  No  tear,  from  pity  fprung,  bedew  thy  cheek. 

4  If  ever  thou  haft  felt  companion  rife, 

s  And  gufhing  forrow  fwell  thy  gliftening  eyes, 

f  Now  thou  muft  mourn  the  pangs,  that  wrung  my  mind, 

*  When  forefight  guefs’d  the  miferies  yet  behind. 

6  We  rofe  in  filence,  Now  the  hour  was  near 
When  the  grim  jailor  ferv’dour  daily  fare  : 
i  But,  ah !  prefaging  deep  too  much  had  (hewn, 
s'  And  hope  fcarce  linger’d,  though  the  dreams  were  gone. 

*i  * 

*  Then  heard  I  with  a  fallen  found  the  door 
r  Shoot  horrible  its  bolt,  to  ope  no  more. 

*  I  gazed  upon  my  babes  >  no  tear  could  flow, 

*  For  all  within  was  petrified  with  woe. 

They  wept — in  fuch  a  filense  much  they  read - — 

4  Why  gaze  you  ?  where’s  your  grief?  Anfeimo  fa  id  i- 
4  But  anfwer  to  his  words  returned  I  none, 

*  Nor  wept  I,  till  that  day  and  night  were  gone. 
s  But  when  another  fun  with  glancing  ray 

4  Athwart  the  difmal  dungeon  where  we  lay, 

4  Gave  my  fad  eyes,  in  each  devoted  face, 

*  The  likenefs  of  their  finful  fire  to-  trace, 

4  Then,  burfting  into  rage  unfelt  before, 

4  Both  thefe  curlt  hands  with  frantic  fangs  I  tore — - 
4  They,  deeming  that  my  deed  from  hunger  fprung,. 

4  Upftarting  from  the  pavement,  round  me  clung, 

4  And — 44  on  thisfiefh,”  exclaimed,  44  thy  famifttedmage,- 
4  (Refuming  what  thyfelf  did  give)  a  {To  age — 

4  Oh  !  lighter  v»rere  the  pain  to  be  thy  food, 

*  Than,  witnefs  what  we  fee,  and' view  thy  blood! 

*  I  pan  fed  ;  ’twas  all  I  could-- — alas !  no’ more 
Of  comfort  For  the  babes  had  1  in  fibre. 

r  -  •  »  -  1  -  •  *  *  *  •  •>  i  ...  •<  ’  •  '  4  ,  ,  :  / :  '  » 

t  '■  - 

*  l?.bf  ]«>d5iie  «f-  the  fteMon  l?v  which  U&elmo  was  ruined-. 

«  While- 
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'  while  jet  Rnothef  fiin  his  beam  renewed, 

'  Out  lips  the  ftiffening  hand  of  horror  giuedb 

*  Earth  !  why  didk  thou  not  Vawn  ?  another  furl 

*  Arofe  ere  tardy  death  his  work  begun  ; 

*  Then  Gaddo  llretch’d  before  me,-  feebly  cried 
1  bor  help  (in  vain)  from  me/ and  lingering  died; 

*  d  bat  wretch  expir’d ;  the  following  mom  beheld 

*  "I  o  pining  want  the  fad  furvivors  yield  ; 

*  Each  clinging  to  his  life,  with  flow  decay 

*  Dropt,  as  exhaufted  nature’s  powers  gave  way, 

*  And  writhed  in  Various  forms  the  famifVd  ifcfants  lay. 

f  Now  ebbing  fa  ft  to  death,  my  bails  of  fight 

*  In  vain  I  roll’d  to  catch  the  guiding  light  ; 
s  And  crawling  on  the' ground  my  hands  I  laid 
1  On  my  dead  fons,  and  called  each  darling  fhade— ! * 
c  Three  day's  I  call’d  ;  till  death  at  laft  prevailed, 

(  And  b  amine  clos’d  the  fcene,  though  Sofrow  failed/ 

The  fpe&re  ceas’d  *  and  kindling  with  dizain* 

Snatched  the  torn  fc'alp  with  eager  fangs  again  * 

Still  as  he  gnaws,  the  flefh,  the  veffTs  grow  ; 

Still  as  he  quaffs  the  purple  currents  flaw  : 

Still  o’er  th’  eternal  wound  the  fibres  fpread  : 

Such  is  their  mutual  doom  and  fuch  th’  atonement  paids 

The  B i  r d o  F rom  Lyric  Poems ;  hj  the  late  j  .  Mercer,  E/p  Id Editkn . 

THE  little  Bird  who  ceas’d  to  fing, 

And  fat  forlorn  with  drooping  wing, 

While  winter’s  angry  tempefts  blew  • 

On  renovated  plumes  elate, 

At  fpring’s  approach  felefts  his  mate, 

And  pour  his  native  notes  anew. 

A  fweet  recefs  to  love  he  builds. 

Enjoys  whate’er  the  fummer  yields. 

Nor  dreams  that  winter  fhall  again  enfue* 

How  happy  in  his  narrow  fpan  ! 

How  blefl  beyond  the  lot  of  man  ! 

Who  brooding  ever  on  the  pall, 

Who  gall’d  through  life,  in  thorny  ways,. 

And  fadden’d  by  difaftrous  days* 

Defpondent  fh udders  in  the  blafl  • — • 

And  fhould  a  gleam  of  joy  appear, 

Poffefl  of  all  to  fancy  dear, 

Heftill  forefees*  it  will  not,  will  not  laft. 

*  I  i  z  But 
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But  win'  the  laws  of  Heav'n  arraign  ? 

Why  of  the  lot  of  man  complain  ? 

His  fov'reign  balm  is  ever  near 
.And  while  the  tenants  of  the  grove, 
liy  winter's  rage  abridg’d  of  love, 

Are  loft  to  all  their  wonted  cheer, 

Man  ft  ill  can  grafp  his  lovely  prize, 

Brave  and  furmount  the  changeful  Ikies, 

And  gather  fruits  of  love  through  all  the  year. 

What  then  avails  the  feather’d  throng 
Their  fleeting  blifs,  their  veraal  fong, 
Their  tie  that  can  noblaft  abide! 

Who,  fear’d  at  famine’s  threat’ning  day,. 
Difperfe,  and  wing  their  feparate  way, 

A  partial  pittance  to  provide: - - 

Ah  !  how  unlike  the  human  pair! 

Who,  blind  to  ev’ry  felfifh  care. 

Endure  the  fuftering  feafon  fide  by  fide. 


The  Advice,  From  the  fame, 

TO  thee,  my  fair  !  when  all  was  new, 
And  the  towm  open’d  on  thv  view. 
No  limits  could  thy  rambles  bound  ; — 
Thy  fteps  tripp’d  lightly  o’er  the  ground 
That  teems  with  fanciful  delight ; 

Forever  crowded,  ever  gav, 

Where  thought  obtrudes  noton  the  day. 
And  Folly  rings  her  larum  through  the  night. 

But  now  the  novelty  is  o’er, 

Thy  frame  fuftains  the  toil  no  more  : — 
Fancy  no  more  to  pleafure  wakes, 

The  rofe  of  health  thy  cheek  forfakes ; — - 
Peevilh,  and  penfive  art  thou  grown  ; — • 
And  yet  the  eaufe  that  prompts  thy  figh. 
Why  the  tear  gathers  in  thine  eye. 

Is  tothyfelf,  unhappy  maid !  unknown. 

And  here,  alas!  to  foothe  thy  woes. 

No  plant  of  dealing  virtue  grows  ; — 

No  gems  of  value  here  abound  ; 

Where  trifles,  in  eternal  round. 

The  mind’s  degraded  pow’rs  employ: 

For  know  that,  to  the  female  kind, 
Heav'n  has  fome  ferious  talks  alfigned, 
And  'tis  in  duty's  path  ye  tafte  of  joy. 


Would’* 
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Would’ ft  thou  thy  faded  bloom  reftore, 

And  be  the  girl  thou  wert  before? 

Hence,  to  thy  native  fhades  repair  - 
join  in  thy  mother’s  houfehold  care, 

Thy  father’s  fmiles  with  fmiles  repay, 

And  all  thy  priftine  calm  retrieve. 

Lull'd  by  thte  nightingale  at  eve. 

And  fummon’d  by  the  lark  at  opening  day. 

Sweet  are  the  birds  that  haunt  the  grove, 

And  ah  !  how  fweet  the  voice  of  love ~ 

Hafte  rhen  — the  birds  already  fing  ; 

And  ’mid  the  melody  of  fpring, 

Some  youth,  perhaps,  of  foul  firtCere, 

Shall  bid  thee  welcome  to  the  vale, 

And  whifper  a  perfuafive  tale. 

That  blufhing  innocence  may  fafely  hear. 

Lines,  written  with  a  Pencil  in  a  Lady’s  Almanack,  From  Lew  ef don  Hill: 

with  other  Poems .  By  the  Rev,  Wm,  Crowe ,  of  New  College,,  L.L.B , 

« 

<(  / O,  happy  lines,  yet  fearful  go, 

VjT  To  meet  Louifa's  fecret  eye  ! 

Tell  what  I  wifti  her  heart  ftiould  know. 

Yet,  rather  than  declare,  I  die. 

(<  Perhaps  {he’ll  fcorn  ye,  and  defpife 
The  tribute  of  a  heart  fo  poor— 

Too  valuelefs  to  be  the  prize 
Of  Beauty,  proudeft  conqueror. 

11  Then  tell  her,  that  her  touch  alone 
Deftroys  your  pencil’d  forms  with  eafe  ; 

And  fay  your  fate  is  like  my  own, 

To  be  or  not,  as  (he  lhall  pleafe. 

“  But  friould  her  gentlenefs  now  fpare, 

Pafs  one  {hort  year,  and  ye  are  not ! 

A  little  year  flvall  fend  you  where 
You  perifti  among  things  forgot ; 

<<  Yet  fo,  how  envied  ftiou’d  you  be! 

For  who  is  he  would  not  prefer 
Before  an  immortality, 

To  live  a  year  or  day  with  her ! 

«  I  fear  {he'll  turn  ye  all  to  jeft  : 

Then  let  her  know  I've  made  my  prayv, 

That  when  by  beaux,  fmart  beaux,  careft. 

She  ne'er  may  feel  a  tender  care  1 

*  I  i  3  «  But 
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f*  But  while  they  figh,  or  kneel,  or  vow, 

Think  it  all  done  in  fport  and  play  j 
Or  write  Love  rhymes  (as  I  do  now) 

Laugh,  but  not  truft  a  word  they  fay.’* 

ffiiiefih  on  a.  Child  who  died  of  a  Scarlet  Fever  at  Fifteen  Months  of  Age ? 

From  the  fame • 

T 'HOUGH  thouwert  dear,  for  lovely  was  thy  form. 

And  fain  thy  mind,  and  hopeful  from  thy  birth  j 
rj  hough  fudden  was  the  peftilentia(l  form 
That  (aeat  thy  tender  blofiom  to  the  earth  j 

For  thee  we  grieve  not ;  certain  that  the  foul 
Yet  iinlefs,  burfting  from  its  earthy  clod, 

Is  borno  on  angel  wings  beyond  the  pole, 

'  Where  infant  innocence  hath  place  with  GpeL 
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f&embirs  of  the  Life ,  Writings,  and 
CorreJ fondence  of  Sir  William 
Jones.  By  Lord  Teignmouth. 

npHE  noble  author  of  this  vo- 
X  lume  has  difplayed  great  care 
and  tafte  in  the  feledion  and  dif- 
pofition  of  materials  for  a  mo¬ 
nument  to  the  memory  of  the  il- 
luilrious  individual,  whole  worth 
he  undertakes  to  make  known, 
and  whofe  talents  and  virtues,  both 
afFedion  and  judgment  lead  him 
to  celebrate.  The  noble  Lord  de¬ 
clares,  that  nothing  but  the  earned 
felicitation  of  Lady  Jones,  who 
knew  his  affe'dion  for  her  hufband, 
when  living,  and  unabated  regard 
for  his  memory,  and  who  con¬ 
ceived  that  thefe  qualifications 
might  fupply  the  deficiency  of 
more  eiTential  talents,  could  have 
prevailed  upon  him  to  enter  upon 
a  literarv  career,  fo  foreign  to  the 
habits  of  a  life,  of  which  more 
than  fifty  years  are  elapfed ;  but 
the  execution  of  the  work,  thus 
generoufly  undertaken,  (hews  his 
Lordfhip  in  a  light  which  mu  ft 
make  the.  public  regret  that  he 
had  not  oftener entered  on  a  literary 
career.  Affedion  for  a  departed 
friend,  .regard  f*r  bis  amiable  re. 


lid,  and  an  anxious  defire  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  fame  of  a  diitinguifhed 
fcholar,  may  impel  a  generous  na¬ 
ture  to  vigorous  exertions,  but  a 
biography,  in  which  learning, 
truth,  virtvse,  and  piety,  are  uni¬ 
formly  applauded  and  enforced, 
can  only  proceed  from  a  mind  im¬ 
bued  with  the  foundeft  principles, 
and  an  underflanding  correded 
by  the  mod  vigorous  felf-exami- 
nation. 

The  materials  from  which  this 
narrative  is  fupplied  are  chiefly 
memorandums,  and  a  fketch  written 
by  Sir  William  Jones  himfelf,  elu¬ 
cidated  and  conneded  by  his  cor. 
refpondence,  a  confiderable  portion 
of  which  is  introduced  into  the 
body  of  the  narrative,  and  we  fhali 
beft  enable  our  readers  to  judge, 
both  of  the  biographer  and  his 
fubjed,  by  a  fuccind  abflrad* 

The  father  of  Sir  William  Jones 
was  the  celebrated  philofopher  and 
mathematician  who  fo  eminently 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  com-6 
mcncement  of  the  lad  century 
and  whofe  talents  (ecu red  him  the 
friendfhip  and  patronage  of  many 
illuftrious  perfons,  particularly  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke,  Sir 
If.iac  Newton,  Drs.  Halley,  Mead, 
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and  John  fon;  In  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  he  refided  in  the  family 
of  Lord  Macclesfield,  at  Sherborne 
Caftle,  and  while  there,  he  married 
Mary,  the  youngeft  daughter  of 
George  Nix,  a  cabinet-maker  in 
London,  who,  although  of  low 
extraction,  had  raifed  himfelf  to 
eminence  in  his  profeflion,  and  from 
the  honed  and  pleafant  franknefs 
of  his  converfation,  was  admitted 
to  the  tables  of  the  great,  and  to  the 
intimacy  of  Lord  Macclesfield. 
From  this  union  fprang  three  chil¬ 
dren,  the  laft  of  whom,  the  late 
Sir  William  Jones,  was  born  in 
London,  on  the  eve  of  the  festival 
of  St.  Michael,  in  the  year  1746  ; 
and  a  few  days  after  his  birth  was 
baptized  by  the  Christian  name  of 
his  father.  The  firft  fon,  George, 
died  in  his  infancy ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  child,  a  daughter,  Mary, 
who  was  born  in  1736,  married 
Mr.  Rainsford,  a  merchant  retired 
from  bufmefs  in  opulent  circum- 
dances.  This  lady  perifhed  mi- 
ferably,  during  the  year  1802,  in 
confequence  of  an  accident  from 
her  clothes  catching  fire. 

Mr.  Jones  furvived  the  birth  of 
his  fon  William  but  three  years ; 
he  was  attacked  with  a  disorder, 
which  the  fagacity  of  Dr.  Mead, 
who  attended  him  with  the  anxiety 
of  an  affectionate  friend,  immedi¬ 
ately  difcovered  to  be  a  polypus 
in  the  heart,  and  wholly  incurable. 
He  died  in  July  1749,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  him  a  great  reputation  and 
moderate  property. 

In  confequence  of  this  event,  the 
care  of  the  education  of  William 
devolved  upon  his  mother,  who,  in 
many  refpeCts,  was  eminently  qua, 
lifted  for  the  talk.  Her  charatffer, 
as  delineated  by  her  hufband,  with 
fomewhat  of  mathematical  pre- 


cifion,  is  this :  tc  That  fne  wa* 
virtuous  without  blemilh,  generous 
without  extravagance,  frugal  but 
not  niggardly,  cheerful  but  not  gid¬ 
dy,  clofe  but  not  fulien,  ingenious 
but  not  conceited,  of  {pint  but 
not  paffionate,  of  her  company 
cautipus,  in  her  friendfhip  trufty, 
to  her  parents  dutiful,  and  to  her 
hufband  ever  -faithful,  loving,  and 
obedient.*' 

Having-  made  fatisfaCtory  pro- 
grefs  under  the  inftruCtion  of  his 
excellent  furviving  parent,  the 
youth,  at  Michaelmas  1753,  ip 
the  clofe  of  his  feventh  year,  wa* 
placed  at  Harrow-fchool,  of  which 
the  worthy  and  amiable  Dr. Thack¬ 
eray  was  then  head  mailer.  During 
the  two  firft  years  of  his  refidence 
at  Harrow,  he  was  rather  remarked 
for  diligence  and  application,  than 
for  the  fuperiority  of  his  talents, 
or  the  extent  of  his  acquifitions9 
His  faculties,  however,  neceffarily 
gained  ftrength  by  exercife,  and 
during  his  fchool  vacations,  the  fe, 
dulity  of  a  fond  parent  was,  with¬ 
out  intermiffron,  exerted  to  im¬ 
prove  his  knowledge  of  his  own 
language.  She  alfo  taught  him 
the  rudiments  of  drawing,  in  which 
fhe  excelled. 

In  his  ninth  year  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  his  thigh  bone, 
in  a  fcrarnble  with  his  fchool-fel- 
lows,  and  this  accident  detained 
him  from  fchool  twelve  months. 
After  his  relief  from  pain,  how¬ 
ever,  the  period  of  his  confinement 
was  not  fuffered  to  pafs  in  indo, 
lence ;  his  mother  was  his  con- 
ftant  companion,  and  amufed  him, 
daily,  with  the  perufal  of  fuch 
Englifh  books  as  fhe  deemed  a- 
dapted  to  his  tafte  and  capacity. 
The  Juvenile  Poems  of  Pope,  and 
Dryden’s  Tranilationof  theiEneid, 
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afforded  him  inceffant  delight,  and 
excited  his  poetical  talents,  which 
difplayed  themfelves  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  verfes  in  imitation  of 
his  favouriteauthors.  But  although 
his  progrefs  in  cla&ical  learning, 
during  this  interval,  was  altogether 
fufpended,  yet  on  his  return  to 
fchool,  he  was  placed  in  the  fame 
clafs  which  he  would  have  attained 
it  the  progrefs  of  his  ftudies  had 
not  been  interrupted.  He  was,  of 
courfe,  far  behind  his  fellow-la¬ 
bourers  of  the  fame  handing,  who 
erroneouily  afcribed  his  ineffi¬ 
ciency  to  laztnefs  or  dulnefs,  while 
the  mailer,  who  had  raifed  him  to 
a  fituation  above  his  powers,  re¬ 
quired  exertions  of  which  he  was 
incapable,  and  corporal  punifh- 
ment  and  degradation  were  ap¬ 
plied,  for  the  non-performance  of 
talks,  which  he  had  never  been  in- 
ftru&ed  tofurnifh.  But,  in  truth, 
he  far  excelled  his  fchool -fellows 
in  general,  both  in  diligence  and 
quicknefs  of  apprehcnfion  ;  nor  was 
he  of  a  temper  to  fubmit  to  impu¬ 
tations,  which  he  knew  to  be 
unmerited.  Punilhment  failed  to 
produce  the  intended  effect  ;  but 
his  emulation  was  routed.  He  de¬ 
voted  himfelf  inceftantly  to  the 
perufal  of  various  elementary  trea¬ 
ties,  which  had  never  been  ex¬ 
plained,  nor  even  recommended  to 
him  ;  and  having  thus  acquired 
principles,  he  applied  them  with 
fuch  {kill  and  fuccefs,  that  in  a 
few  months  he  not  only  recovered 
the  ftation  from  which  he  had  been 
degraded,  but  was  at  the  head,  of 
his  clafs :  his  compofitions  were 
correct,  his  analyfis  accurate,  and 
he  uniformly  gained  every  prize 
offered  for  the  beft  exercife.  He 
voluntarily  extended  h:s  ftudies 
beyond  the  preferibed  limits,  and 


by  folitary  labour,  having  ac¬ 
quired  a  competent  knowledge  o 
the  rules  of  profody,  he  compoffid 
verfes  in  imitation  of  Ovid  ;  a  talk, 
which  had  never  been  required 
from  any  of  the  ftudents  in  the 
lower  fchool  at  Harrow.  In  his 
twelfth  year,  he  was  moved  into 
the  upper  fchool.  Of  the  reten¬ 
tive  powers  of  his  memory  at  this 
period,  the  following  anecdote  is 
a  remarkable  inftance.  His  fchool- 
fellows  propofed  to  amufe  them¬ 
felves  with  the  reprefen tation  of  a 
play  ;  and  at  his  recommendation 
they  fixed  upon  the  Tcmpeft  '  as 
it  was  not  readily  to  be  procured, 
he  wrote  it  for  them  fo  correctly 
from  mempry,  that  they  aCied  it 
with  great  fatisfaCiion  to  them¬ 
felves,  and  with  confiderable  enter¬ 
tainment  to  the  foeCUtors.  He 
performed  the  chara&er  of  Prof- 
pero. 

His  diligence  increafed  with  hi* 
advancement  in  the  fchool :  he  now 
entered  upon  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek 
tongue,  the  characters  of  which  he 
had  already  learned  for  his  amufe- 
ment.  His  genious  and  afiiduitjr 
were  alfo  difplayed  in  various  com- 
pofitions,  not  required  by  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  fchool.  Such  wai 
the  extent  of  his  attainments,  and 
fuch  his  facility  of  compofition, 
that  for  two  years  he  wrote  the 
exercifes  of  many  boys  in  the  two 
fuperior  claftes,  who  often  obtained 
credit  for  performances  to  which 
they  had  no  title,  whilft  the  ftu. 
dents  in  the  fame  clafs  with  him* 
fe  If  were  happy  to  become  his 
pupils.  During  the  holidays,  his 
ftudies  were  varied,  but  not  re¬ 
laxed;  in  thefe  intervals  he  learned 
the  rudiments  of  French  and  arith¬ 
metic,  and  was  particularly  gra¬ 
tified  with  an  invitation  to  attend 
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the  meetings  of  learned  and  inge¬ 
nious  men,  at  the  houfe  of  tha  t  able 
philofopher,  Mr.  Baker,  and  his 
friend  Mr.  Pond. 

Dr.  Thackeray  retiring  from  the 
fuperintendance  of  the  fchool  at 
Harrow,  when  his  pupil  had  at¬ 
tained  his  fifteenth  year,  was  fuc- 
ceededby  Dr.  Sumner,  who  quickly 
diftinguilhed  Mr.  Jones ;  and  of 
the  two  complete  years  which  he 
palled  under  that  excellent  in- 
ilrudlor,  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
he  employed  them  in  reading  and 
imitating  the  bed  ancient  authors ; 
nor  did  he  confine  himfelf  merely 
to  the  compofitions  of  Greece  and 
Rome ;  he  learned  the  Arabic 
chara&ers,  and  Iludied  the  Hebrew 
language  fufncientlj/  to  enable  him 
to  read  fome  of  the  Pfalms  in  the 
original.  His  ardour  for  know¬ 
ledge  was  fo  unlimited,  that  he 
frequently  devoted  whole  nights 
to  iludy,  taking  coffee  or  tea  as  an 
antidote  to.drowfinefs ;  and  his  im¬ 
provement  by  thefe  extraordinary 
exertions  was  fo  rapid,  that  he  foon 
became  the  prime  favourite  of  his 
mailer,  who  with  an  excufable 
partiality  was  heard  to  declare, 
that  Jones  knew  more  Greek  than 
himfelf,  and  was  a  greater  profi¬ 
cient  in  the  idiom  of  that  language. 
Nor  was  he  lefs  a  favourite  with 
his  fellow-iludents  than  with  his 
mailer.  He  acquired  popularity 
with  them,  by  the  frequent  holi¬ 
days  that  rewarded  the  excellence 
©f  his  compofirions.  His  repu¬ 
tation,  at  the  fame  time,  was  fo 
extenfive,  that  he  was  often  flat¬ 
tered  by  the  enquiries  of  Grangers, 
under  the  title  oi  the  Great  Scholar. 

During  the  vacations,  his  ap¬ 
plication  tv, as  directed  to  improve 
his  knowledge  of  French  and 
arithmetic,  to  which  alfo  he  added 


the  Iludy  of  the  Italian.  Books 
he  had  always  at  command,  for 
his  mother,  who  contemplated  with 
delight  the  progrefs  of  her  fon,, 
with  a  wife  liberality  allowed  him 
unlimited  credit  on  herpurfe.  But 
of  this  indulgence,  as  he  knew  that 
her  finances  were  reflri&ed,  he 
availed  himfelf  no  further  than  to 
purchafe  fuch  books  as  were  ef- 
ientiai  to  his  improvement. 

The  period  of  tuition  under  Dr. 
Sumner  paffed  rapidly,  to  the  mu¬ 
tual  fatiTa&ion  of  the  mailer  and 
fcholar,  until  Jones  had  reached 
his  feventeenth  year  ;  when,  in  the 
fpring  of  1764,  he  went  to  the 
Univerfity  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
matriculated  and  entered  at  Col¬ 
lege.  The  name  of  Jones  was 
long  remembered  at  Harrow,  with 
the  refpett  due  to  his  fuperior  ta¬ 
lents  and  unrivalled  erudition;  and 
he  was  frequently  quoted  by  Dr. 
Sumner,  as  the  ornament  of  his 
fchool,  and  as  an  example  for  imi¬ 
tation.  He  had  not  only  diltin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  the  extent  of 
his  clafilcal  attainments,  and  his 
poetical  compofitions,  but  by  the 
eloquence  of  his  declamations,  and 
the  mafterly  manner  in  which  they 
were  delivered.  In  the  varied  ta¬ 
lents  which  conftitute  an  orator, 
Dr.  Sumner  himfelf  excelled  ;  and 
his  pupil  had  equally  benefited  by 
his  example  and  inftruftion. 

A  collection  of  Englilh  poems, 
compofed  by  Mr.  Jones,  at  Har¬ 
row,  was  prefented  by  him  to  his 
friend  Parnell,  in  1763.  The 
full  and  longeft  of  the  collection, 
containing  more  than  three  hun- 
bred  and'  thirty  lines,  is  intitlcd, 
Prolu lions,  and  is  a  critique  on  the 
various  llylcs  of  paltoral  writers. 
This  was  written  bv  Mr.  ]ones  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  and  is  the  ori- 
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ginal  of  the  poem  which  he  af¬ 
terwards  publifhed  under  the  title 
of  Arcadia.  The  remaining  poems 
in  the  colle&ion,  confift  of  trans¬ 
lations  and  imitations  of  Horace, 
Sophocles,  and  Theocritus  ;  Saul 
and  David,  an  Ode  ;  and  a  fatire 
on  the  inordinate  love  of  novelty. 

The  new  fituation  of  Mr.  Jones, 
at  the  Univerfity,  did  not  at  firft 
correfpond  with  his  expectations. 
Under  the  tuition  of  a  mafter,  who 
favv  with  admiration  his  capacity 
and  application,  who  was  anxious 
to  alfift  hrs  exertions,  and  rewarded 
their  fuccefs  with  unlimited  ap- 
plaufe,  his  ardour  for  learning  had 
been  raifed  to  a  degree  of  enthu- 
uafm :  at  the  Univerfity,  he  ex¬ 
pected  to  find  a  Sumner  or  Alkew, 
in  every  mafter  of  arts,  and  gene¬ 
rally  the  fame  paftion  for  literature, 
which  he  had  himfelf  imbibed. 
With  the  advice  of  Dr,  Sumner, 
he  was  preparing  for  the  prefs  his 
Greek  and  Latin  compofitions,  in¬ 
cluding  a  comedy,  written  in  the 
language  and  meaiures  of  Arifto- 
phanes.  But  his  folicitude  to  ap¬ 
pear  as  an  author,  was  perhaps 
prudently  checked  by  the  advice 
.of  other  friends ;  and  the  propofed 
publication,  from  which  he  ex¬ 
pected  an  increafe  of  reputation, 
was  reluctantly  poftponed.  After 
the  refidence  of  a  few  months  at 
the  Univerfity,  on  the  31ft  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1764,  Mr.  Jones  was  una- 
nimoufiy  eleCted  one  of  the  four 
fcholars  on  the  foundation  of  Sir 
Simon  Bennett.  His  partiality  for 
Oriental  Literature  now  began  to 
ijijplay  itfelf  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
^Arabic.  In  acquiring  the  pro¬ 
nunciation,  he  was  a  filled  by  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Aleppo,  who  fpoke  and 
wrote  the  vulgar  Arabic  fluently, 
but  was  without  any  pretcnlions 
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to  the  charaClcr  of  a  fcholar.  The 
difguft  exprefied  by  Mr.  Jones 
after  his  firft  introduction  into  the 
Univerfity  foon  fubfided,  and  his 
time  now  palled  with  great  fatis- 
faClion  to  himfelf.  He  found  in 
it  all  the  means  and  opportunity 
of  inftru&ion  which  he  could  wilh, 
and  adopted  that  refpeClful  attach¬ 
ment  to  it,  which  he  ever  after 
retained.  He  perufed  with  great 
aftiduity  all  the  Greek  poets  and 
hiftorians  of  note,  and  the  entire 
works  of  Plato  and  Lucian,  with 
a  vaft  apparatus  of  commentaries 
on  them ;  conftantly  reading  with 
a  pen  in  his  hand,  making  remarks, 
and  compofing  in  imitation  of  his 
favourite  authors.  Some  portion  of 
every  morning  he  allotted  to  Mirza, 
whom  he  employed  in  tranflating 
the  Arabian  tales  of  Galland  into 
Arabic,  writing  himfelf  the  tranf- 
lationfrom  the  mouth  of  the  Syrian. 
He  afterwards  correded.  the  gram¬ 
matical  inaccuracies  of  the  verfion, 
by  the  help  of  Erpenius  and  Go- 
lius. 

In  the  courfc  of  his  application 
to  this  ancient  language,  he  dif- 
covered,  what  he  never  before  fuf. 
peCted,  a  near  conneClion  between 
the  modern  Perfian  and  Arabic,  and 
he  immediately  determined  to  ftudy 
the  former.  He  accordingly  Hu- 
died  it  with  attention  in  the  only  * 
Perfian  grammar  then  extant ;  and 
having  laboured  diligently  at  the 
Guliftan  of  Sadi,  aftifted  by  the 
accurate  but  inelegant  verfion  of 
Gentius,  and  at  the  well-chofen 
praxis  at  the  clofe  of  Meninfid’s 
grammar,  he  found  his  exertions. re¬ 
warded  with  rapid  fucceefs. 

His  vacations  were  palled  in 
London,  where  he  daily  attended 
the  fchools  of  Angelo,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  ol  acquiring  the  elegant  ac- 
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complifhments  of  riding  and  fenc¬ 
ing,  At  home,  his  attention  was 
direCIed  to  the  modem  languages  ; 
and  he  read  the  b<“ft  authors''  in 
Italian,  Spanifli,  and  Portuguefe. 

Juft  as  he  began  to  defpair  of 
obtaining  a- fellowihip  at  the  Uni- 
verfit)",  which  was  then  a  great 
objeO  of  his  defire,  he  received, 
through  Mr.  Arden,  whofe  filler 
was  married  to  his  friend  Sumner, 
an  offer  to  be  the  private  tutor  of 
Lord  Althorp,  now  Earl  Spencer. 
He  had  been  recommended  to  the 
family  of  this  nobleman  by  Dr. 
Shipley,  to  whom  he  was  not  then 
perfonally  known,  but  who  had 
feen  and  approved  of  his  compo- 
jfitions  at  Harrow,  and  particularly 
a  Greek  oration  in  praife  of  Lyon, 
an  honeft  yeoman,  who  founded  the 
fchool  at  that  place,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth.  The  propofal  was 
cheerfully  accepted  by  Mr.  Jones; 
and  in  his  nineteenth  year  he  went 
to  London,  and  Was  fo  delighted 
with  the  manners  of  his  pupil,  then 
juft  feven  years  old,  that  he  aban¬ 
doned  all  thoughts  of  a  profeftion, 
and  refolved  to  devote  himfelf  to 
the  faithful  difcharo;e  of  the  im- 
portant  duties  of  his  new  fttuation. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  following 
fiimmer,  by  an  unexpected  con¬ 
currence  of  circumftances,  a  fel- 
lowfhip,  which,  in  his  eftimation, 
gave  him  abfolute  independence, 
was  bellowed  upon  him,  and  he 
went  for  a  fhort  time  to  Oxford, 
that  he  might  go  through  the  re¬ 
gular  forms  of  election  and  admif- 
jfion.  He  was  accordingly  elefted 
Fellow  on  the  foundation  of  Sir 
Simon  Bennett,  on  the  7th  of 
Auguft,  17 66.  On  his  return  to 
Wimbledon,  he  was  flattered  by 
an  offer  from  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury, 


of  the  place  of  Interpreter  for 
Eaftern  languages;  but,  although 
the  acceptance  of  it  might  not  have 
interfered  with  his  other  purfuits 
or  engagements,  he  declined  it  po¬ 
litely,  but  without  hefttation,  ear- 
neftly  requefting  that  it  might  be 
conferred  upon  Mirza,  whofe  cha¬ 
racter  he  wrote.  This  diflnter- 
efted  folicitation  was  unnoticed; 
and  his  difappointment  made  him 
regret  his  ignorance  of  the  world, 
in  not  accepting  the  proffered  of¬ 
fice,  under  a  refolution  to  confign 
the  entire  emoluments  ot  it  to  his 
Syrian  friend. 

During  his  fummer  refidence  at 
Wimbledon,  he  formed  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  to  which  he  owed  the 
future  happinefs  of  his  life.  He 
there  faw,  for  the  firft  time,  Anna 
Maria,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Dr. 
Shipley,  then  Dean  of  Winchefter; 
but  whatever  impreflions  herperfon 
and  converfation  made  upon  the 
h’eart  of  Mr.  Jones,  his  fixed  ideas  of 
an  honourable  independe?ice3  and  a  de¬ 
termined  refolution  never  to  owe 
his  fortune  to  a  wife,  or  her  kin¬ 
dred,  excluded  all  ideas  of  a  ma¬ 
trimonial  connexion.  In  different 
circumftances,  he  might  perhaps 
have  then  folicited  an  alliance, 
which  he  afterwards  courted  and 
obtained. 

The  family  of  Lord  Spencer  re¬ 
moved,  late  in  autumn,  to  London; 
and  Mr.  Jones,  with  his  ufual 
avidity  to  acquire  the  accomplifh- 
ments  of  a  gentleman,  as  well  ai 
thofe  of  a  fcholar,  privately  ar¬ 
ranged  a  plan  with  Gallini, .  who 
attended  the  younger  part  of  the 
family,  for  receiving  inftrudlions 
from  him  in  dancing ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  continued  his  morning 
attendance,  without  intermifiion,  at 
the  two  fchools  of  Angelo,  with 
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whofe  manners  he  was  extremely 
pleafed.  Before  he  left  London, 
he  had  an  opportunity,  which  he 
did  not  negleCt,  of  learning  the 
life  of  the  broad-fword,  from  an 
old  penfioner  at  Chelfea,  who  had 
been  active,  as  his  fears  proved, 
in  many  engagements,  and  whofe 
narrative  propenlity  frequently 
amufed  him. 

In  1767,  he  went  to  Spa  with 
Lord  Spencer,  and  there  acquired 
the  German  language,  and  on  his 
return  he  began  to  fiudy  the 
Chinefe. 

The  clofe  of  this  year  is  marked 
with  an  occurrence,  which  pro¬ 
bably  had  a  material  influence  on 
the  determination  of  his  future 
purfuits.  From  a  motive  of  mere 
curioflty,  he  was  prompted  to  read 
the  little  treatife  of  Fortefcue,  in 
praife  of  the  laws  of  England;  and, 
although  he  was  more  diverted 
with  the  fimplicity  of  the  Latin 
ftyle,  than  attra&ed  with  the  fub- 
jeCI,  he  felt  fo  much  interell  in 
the  work,  as  to  ftudy  it  with  con- 
{iderable  attention.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  reflections  which  it  excited, 
he  was  naturally  led  to  a  compari- 
fon  of  the  laws  of  England  with 
thofe  of  other  countries,  and  he 
marked  with  delight  their  uncon¬ 
troverted  claim  to  fuperiority  over 
the  laws  of  every  other  date,  an¬ 
cient  or  modera.  Of  this  faCt  he 
acknowledged  that  he  had  never 
before  entertained  an  idea.  He 
was  now  qualified  to  appreciate 
with  more  accuracy,  the  merits 
and  defeds  of  the  republican  fyftem 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  for  which  he 
had  adopted  a  ftrong  partiality, 
natural  to  an  enthuflaftic  admirer 
of  the  orators  and  posts  of  thofe 
celebrated  nations ;  and  to  ex¬ 
amine  their  jurifprudence  by  a 
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fiandard  of  comparifon,  which  ira- 
preffed  his  mind  with  a  decided 
reverence  for  the  inflitutions  of  his 
own  country.  He  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  regardlefs  of  the  deviations 
in  praClice  from  the  theoretical 
perfection  of  the  conflitution  in  the 
contefted  election,  of  which  he  was 
an  unwilling  fpeCtator.  On  this 
fubjeCt  he  exprefled  himfelf  to  a 
correfpondent  in  1768,  in  thefe 
terms. 

If  you  wifh  to  obtain  more  ac¬ 
curate  information  refpeCting  our 
laws  and  cufloms,  I  recommend  to 
your  perufal  Smith’s  Treatife  on 
the  Englifh  Conflitution,  and  the 
dialogue  of  Fortefcue  in  praife  of 
the  laws  of  England.  Thomas 
Smith  was  the  Englifh  ambaflador 
in  France  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
and  his  work  is  in  Latin,  and  not 
inelegantly  written.  To  Fortef- 
cue’s  little  traCt,  we  may  apply 
the  words  of  Xenophon  to  the 
Teleboas ;  (l  it  is  not  large  but 
beautiful. ’*  He  was  Chancellor 
of  England  under  Henry  the  Sixth, 
and  was  compelled,  by  the  dif- 
traClions  of  the  times,  to  take  re¬ 
fuge  with  his  pupil,  Frince  Edward, 
in  France,  where,  in  an  advanced 
age,  he  compofed  his  little  golden 
dialogue.  Thefe  books  wiil  con¬ 
vince  you,  that  our  laws  are  framed 
with  the  greateft  vvifdom,  and  that 
as  Pindar,  quoted  by  Plato  in  his 
Gorgias,  fays, 

Sov’reign  o’er  all,  eternal  law. 

On  gods  and  men  impofes  awe  ; 

And  julVice,  ftrengthen’d  by  her  hand. 
O’er  all  exerts  lupreme  command. 

When  I  rcfleCi:  on  our  conftitu- 
tion,,  I  feem  as  it  were  to  contem¬ 
plate  a  game  at  chefs,  a  recreation 
in  which  we  both  delight.  For 
we  have  a  King,  whofe  dignity 

we 
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we  ftrenuoufly  defend,  but  wh.ofe 
power  is  very  limited  ;  the  knights, 
and  rooks,  and  other  pieces,  have 
Tome  kind  of  refemblance  to  the 
orders  of  nobility,  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  war,  and  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  public  affairs ;  but 
the  principal  ftrength  is  in  the 
pawns  or  people ;  if  thefe  are  firmly 
united,  they  are  fure  of  vittory, 
but  if  divided  and  feparated,  the 
battle  is  loft.  The  motions  of  all, 
as  in  the  game  of  chefs,  are  regu¬ 
lated  by  fixed  laws.  Laftly,  when 
I  confider  myfelf,  I  feem  like  a 
fpe&ator,  contemplating  for  his 
mere  amufement,  the  two  parties 
at  the  game  ;  but  if  it  ever  fhould 
be  my  lot  to  be  concerned  in  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs,  1  will 
renounce  gain  and  popularity,  and 
purfue  one  objeft,  and  one  only, 
to  preferve  our  beautiful  confu¬ 
tation  inviolate.” 

In  17 68,  by  defire  of  the  King 
of  Denmark,  who  was  then  in 
England,  he  undertook  his  firft 
avowed  publication,  which  was  a 
tranflation  of  the  Life  of  Nadir 
Shah,  from  the  Perfian  into  French. 
It  appeared  in  1770,  and  was  well 
received  by  Chriftian  VII.  who 
fent  to  him  a  diploma,  conftituting 
him  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society 
,  of  Copenhagen,  and  recommended 
him,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  the 
favour  and  benevolence  of  his  own 
Sovereign.  To  the  Hiftoiy  of 
Nadir  Shah,  he  added  a  Treatife 
©n  Oriental  Poetry,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  tranflation. 

During  the  fame  year,  he  at¬ 
tempted  mufic,  and  made  fome 
proficiency  on  the  Welfli  harp ; 
he  alfo  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  Riviczki,  afterwards  the 
Imperial  Minifter  at  Warfaw,  and 
Ambaffador  at  the  Court  of  £ng- 
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land,  with  the  title  of  Count, 
rLhey  afterward  correfponded 
much  together,  generally  writing 
in  Latin,  occaflonally  in  French, 
on  literary  fubjetfts  chiefly,  but 
more  particularly  on  Oriental  1L 
terature. 

Toward  the  end  of  1769,  Mr, 
Jones  accompanied  the  family  of 
Lord  Spencer  in  a  journey  to  the 
Continent.  Of  this  excurfion  no, 
particular  traces  remain,  as  his  cor- 
refpondence  is  almoft  entirely  on 
literary  fubje&s.  He  appears  to 
have  made  fome  progrefs  in  a  tra¬ 
gedy  called  Soliman.  “  The  pre¬ 
face,”  fays  Lord  Teignmouth,  u  has 
been  communicated  to  me,  but  does 
not  appear  fufliciently  correct  for 
publication.  He  notices  in  it  the 
cuftom  of  poets  to  fend  abroad 
their  pieces  with  prefatory  dif- 
courfes  calculated  to  miflead  the 
tafte  or  judgment  of  their  readers, 
and  exemplifies  the  remark  by 
reference  to  Dryden,  La  Motte, 
and  Corneille.  Of  Dryden,  he 
obferves,  that  having  compofed 
tragedies  in  rhyme,  he  thought  it 
neceffary  to  prepare  the  public  for 
fo  novel  an  attempt,  by  telling 
them  in  his  a'dvertifements,  that 
every  tragedy  fhould  be.  written 
in  rhyme;  that  La  Motte  purpofely 
violated  the  unities  of  the  drama, 
while  Corneille  prefer ved  them  with 
an  exa&nefs  approaching  to  affec¬ 
tation  ;  and  that  each  endeavoured, 
m  a  prefatory  difcourfe,  to  prove 
himfelf  alone  in  the  right.  He 
difclaims  all  idea  of  imitating  a 
conduft,  which  he  pronounces  ab« 
furd  and  ufelefs,  and  contents  him- 
felf  with  a  few  hints  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  which  had  dire&ed  him  in 
the  compofrtion  of  the  tragedy. 
The  object  of  theatrical  reprefen- 
tatkm,  he  remarks,  is  to  convey 
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pleafure,  and  the  hope  of  receiving 
it,  is  the  inducement  which  carries 
people  to  the  theatre;  obferying; 
that  Shakefpeare  delights  and  trans¬ 
ports  him,  while  Corneille  lulls 
him  to  fleep,  and  judging  of  the 
feelings  of  others  by  his  own,  he 
concludes,  that  all  who  underfland 
both  authors  perfeftly,  muft  be  af- 
fedled  in  the  fame  manner.  He  de¬ 
termines,  therefore,  to  take  Shakef¬ 
peare  for  his  model,  not  by  adopt¬ 
ing  his  fentiments,  or  borrowing 
his  expreffions,  but  by  aiming  at 
his  manner,  and  by  ftriving  to 
write  as  he  fuppofes  he  would  have 
written  himfelf,  if  he  had  lived  in 
the  eighteenth  century. ** 

In  1770  Mr.  Jones  determined 
to  enter  upon  a  new  career  of  life. 
Whatever  fatisfaCtion  he  might 
derive  from  his  connection  with 
the  noble  family,  in  which  he  had 
undertaken  the  office  of  tutor,  or 
whatever  recompence  he  might  ul¬ 
timately  hope  to  receive  from  their 
gratitude  or  friendfhip,  the  firu- 
ation  did  not  altogether  correfpond 
with  his  feelings,  nor  the  extent 
of  his  views ;  he  was  therefore  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Temple  on  the 
i<j)th  of  September,  1770.  His 
attention,  however,  was  not  at 
flrft  exclufively  confined  to  his 
profeffional  ftudies,  nor  was  it  in¬ 
deed  to  be  expe&ed,  that  he  would 
at  once  renounce  his  attachment  to 
oriental  learning  and  literature  in 
general. 

At  this  period  too,  he  revolved 
in  his  mind  fome  literary  projetts 
which  he  never  executed.  One 
was  an  epic  poem  to  be  called 
(S  Britain  difeovered  of  which 
he  had  fketched  the  plan,  and  he 
wrote  a  few  lines,  but  referved 
the  completion  of  the  poem  to  a 
period  ofleifure  and  independence- 
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which  never  arrived.  He  alfct 
planned,  and  perhaps  fmifhed,  a 
Xurkifh  hillory  which  was  never 
pub liilied.  <(  The  anticipation'of  fu¬ 
ture  profpe&s,”  Lord  'feign mouth 
judicioufly  obferves,  fuggefled  by 
the  fervour  of  youthful  imagination, 
is  too  common  to  all,  but  particu¬ 
larly  to  men  of  genius,  to  excite 
much  furprife  ;  and  of  them  it  has 
be.en  generally  and  juflly  remarked, 
that  what  has  been  performed  by 
them,  bears  little  proportion  to 
what  was  projected.  In  their  pro- 
grefs  through  life,  impediments  oc¬ 
cur  to  the  execution  of  their  plans, 
which  the  mind  at  firft  eagerly 
overlooks ;  whilft  time,  impercep¬ 
tibly  advancing,  deprives  them  of 
the  power  and  even  of  the  inclina¬ 
tion  to  complete  what  has  been  de~ 
figned  with  fo  much  ardour.  They 
find  what  experience  daily  proves, 
that  the  duties  of  life  can  only  be 
properly  performed,  when  they  are 
the  primary  objects  of  our  regard 
and  attention. ** 

In  1772  he  publifhed  a  fmall 
volume  of  poems,  confiding  chiefly 
of  tranflations  from  the  Afiatic  lan¬ 
guages,  with  two  profe  differtations 
annexed.  On  the  30th  of  April, 
in  the  fame  year,  he  was  ele&cd  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 
From  the  firft  entrance  of  Mr. 
Jones  into  the  Univerfity,  until 
Michaelmas  1768,  when  he  took 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  he  had  kept 
the  terms  regularly  ;  from  that  pe¬ 
riod  to  1773,  only  occasionally. 
In  the  Eafter  Term  of  that  year, 
during  the  Enccenia,  he  took  his 
mailer's  degree.  It  was  on  this 
occafion,  that  he  compofed  an  ora¬ 
tion  with  an  intention,  which  he 
did  not  execute,  of  fpeaking  it 
in  the  Theatre.  The  fpeech  was 
publifhed  ten  years  after,  and  exhi¬ 
bits 
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bits  a  {hiking  memorial  of  inde¬ 
pendent  principles,  and  well  cul¬ 
tivated  abilities  :  part  of  it  has 
been  lately  quoted  with  applaufe  by 
Dr.  Parr. 

In  the  commencement  of  1774, 
he  publifhed  his  commentaries  on 
Afiatic  Poetry.  This  work  was 
received  with  admiration  and  ap¬ 
plaufe  by  the  Oriental  Scholars  of 
Europe  in  general,  as  well  as  by 
the  learned  of  his  own  country.  It 
was  perhaps  the  firft  publication  on 
Eallern  literature,  which  had  an 
equal  claim  to  elegance  and  erudi¬ 
tion.  This  work  was  begun  by  Mr. 
Jones  in  176 6,  and  finifhed  in  1769, 
when  he  was  in  his  twenty- third 
Year ;  but  with  the  fame  folicitude 
which  he  had  exhibited  on  other 
occafions,  to  lay  his  compositions 
before  the  public  in  the  greateft 
poffible  perfection,  he  had  repeat¬ 
edly  fubmitted  the  manufcript  to 
the  examination  and  critical  re¬ 
marks  of  his  learned  friends. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  Com¬ 
mentaries,  we  find  an  elegant  ad- 
drefs  to  the  Mufe,  in  which  Mr. 
Jones  expreffes  his  determination  to 
renounce  polite  literature,  and  de¬ 
vote  himfelf  entirely  to  the  ftudy 
of  the  Law.  He  was  called  to  /the 
Bar,  in  January  1774,  and  had  dif- 
covered,  as  he  writes  to  an  intimate 
friend,  that  the  law  was  a  jealous 
fcience,  and  would  admit  no  part- 
nerfhip  with  the  Eaftern  mufcsr 
To  this  determination  he  appears  to 
have  inflexibly  adhered  for  fome 
years,  notwithftanding  the  friendly 
remonftrances  and  flattering  invi¬ 
tations  of  his  learned  correfpond- 
ents.  He  had  about  this  time  an 
intention  of  publifhing  the  mathe¬ 
matical  works  of  his  father,  and 
with  this  view  circulated  propofals ; 
but,  for  fome  reafon,  he  abandoned 
S 


it.  Although  called  to  the  Bar, 
he,  for  fome  time  declined  praftice  ; 
but  from  this  period  he  feems  to 
have  been  fully  fenflble  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  o.f  devoting  himfelf  exclu- 
fively  to  his  legal  ftudies.  The 
ambition  of  obtaining  diftin&ion 
in  his  profeflion  could  not  fail  to 
animate  a  mind  always  ardent  i* 
the  purfuit  of  the  objects  which 
it  had  in  view,  nor  was  he  of  a 
temper  to  be  fatisfied  with  me¬ 
diocrity,  where  perfection  was  at¬ 
tainable.  His  refearches  and  fl udies 
were  not  confined  to  any  one  branch 
of  jurifprudence,  but  embraced 
the  whole  in  the  fullelt  extent.  Pie 
compared  the  doCtrines  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  ancient  legiflators  with  the 
later  improvement  in  the  fcience  of 
law;  he  collated  the  various  codes 
of  the  different  dates  of  Europe, 
and  collected  profeflional  knowledge 
wherever  it  was  to  be  found.  In 
1 775,  for  the  firft  time,  he  attended 
the  Spring  circuit  and  feflions  at 
Oxford,  but  whether  as  a  fpeCtator, 
or  aCtor,  on  that  occafion,  is  uncer¬ 
tain.  In  the  following  year,  he 
was  regular  in  his  attendance  at 
Weftminfter  Hall. 

In  177S,  Mr.  Jones  publifhed  a 
tranflation  of  the  fpeeches  oflfocus, 
in  caufes,  concerning  the  law  of 
fuccefllon  to  property  at  Athens, 
with  a  prefatory  difeourfe,  notes 
critical  and  hiflorical,  and  a  com¬ 
mentary. 

In  the  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Jones, 
the  year  1780,  forms  an  interefting 
era,  in  which  his  occupations  were 
diverfified,  his  profpeCfs  extended, 
and  his  hopes  expanded,  more  than 
at  any  former  period  of  life.  His 
profeflional  praCtice  had  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  fuggefted  the  faired 
hopes  of  progreflive  enlargement, 
and  augmented  profit  :  but  as  his 

views 
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views  were  more  particularly  di¬ 
rected  to  the  vacant  feat  on  the  bench 
of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  and  as 
From  the  kindnefs  of  Lord  North, 
he  was  authorized  to  expeCl  the  early 
attainment  of  it,  he  was  lefs  fblicit- 
ous  to  procure  an  augmentation  of 
bufinefs,  which  in  the  event  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  India  purfuits,  he  muft 
altogether  abandon.  In  this  Fate 
of  fufpenfe,  the  political  events  of 
the  times  received  a  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  ihare  of  his  attention :  he 
did  not  however  enrol  himfelf  with 
any  party  ;  but,  looking  up  to  the 
conftitution  and  liberty  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  as  the  objefts  of  his  political 
adoration,  he  cultivated  an  extenfive 
acquaintance  with  men  of  all  par¬ 
ties,  and  of  the  firft  rankand  talents, 
without  any  facriiice  of  principle  or 
opinion.  No  man  had  ever  more 
right  to  apply  to  himfelf  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  “  nullius  addiCtus  jurare 
in  verba  magiftri,5'  With  refpedt 
to  the  American  war,  he  early 
adopted  fentimenfs  upon  it  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  the  juft  ice  of  the  Britifn 
caufe,  and  this  opinion,  once  formed, 
would  naturally  acquire  ftrength 
from  the  protraction  of  the  conteft, 
which  he  lamented  with  the  feelings 
of  a  true  patriot  and  friend  to  hu¬ 
manity.  Thefe  reflections  dictated 
a  very  animated  and  claftical  Ode 
to  Liberty,  which  he  compofed  in 
Latin,  and  printed  in  March;  it 
flrongly,  difplays  his  genius  eru¬ 
dition,  feelings,  and  political  prin¬ 
ciples.  Sir  Roger  Newdigate 
having  declared  his  intention  of 
vacating  his  feat  in  Parliament,  as 
representative  of  the  Univerftty  pf 
Oxford,  Mr.  Jones  was  induced  by 
a  laudable  ambition  and  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  many  refpeCtable 
friends,  to  come  forward  as  a  can¬ 
didate.  He  was  refpeCtabiy  fup. 
Vol.  XLYL  or  Vo],  ly,  Nv 
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ported,  but  finding  fuccefs  imprd*' 
bable,  he  declined  a  conteft. 

Notwithstanding  the  various  oc¬ 
cupations  attending  the  Oxford 
election,  Mr.  Jones  found  time  tof 
publifh  a  {mall  pamphlet,  inti  tied 
A?z  Enquiry  into  the  legal  Mode  of 
f up pr effing  Riots ,  <zvith  a  confiitutional 
Plan  of  future  Defence.  This  pub¬ 
lication  was  fuggefted  by  the  un¬ 
fortunate  neceffity  of  calling  in  mi¬ 
litary  afliftance  to  fupprefs  the  riotsy 
which,  from  the  fecond  to  the  eighth 
of  June  of  that  year,  had  defolated 
the  Capital.  He  had  unhappily 
been,  as  he  ohferves,  a  vigilant  and 
indignant  fpeCiator  of  thofe  abomi¬ 
nable  enormities  ;  he  had  al'fo  feen, 
with  a  mixed  fenfation  of  a'nguifli 
and  joy,  the  vigorous  and  trium¬ 
phant  exertions  of  the  executive 
power:  and  though  he  admitted 
the  neceffity  Of  thofe  exertions,  he 
deplored  it. 

On  the  9th  of  September  of  this 
year,  Mr,  Jones  met  the  free¬ 
holders  of  Middlefe'x,  aflembled  for 
the  purpofe  of  nominating  two  re- 
pfefentatives  in  the  new  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  circumftances  of  the 
meeting  afforded  him  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  addrefling  them  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  ftate  of  the  nation  ;  but  he 
amufed  himfelf  with  drawing  up  a 
difeourfe,  containing  the  purport 
of.vwhat  he  would  have  fpoken,  it 
an  opportunity  for  this  purpofe  had 
occurred. 

This  fpeech  is  ftrikingly  charaC- 
teriftic  of  his  principles  and  feel¬ 
ings  ;  he  condemns  in  unqualified 
terms  the  American  war,-  and  the 
conduct  of  the  late  parliament  in 
fupporting  it.  He  takes  a  fum- 
rnary  review  of  the  ftate  of  th£ 
nation,  and  delivers  his  opinion 
upon  it  without  referve,  in  that 
ftror.g  language  which  was  fo  often 
¥  Series,  k]  heard 
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heard  in  the  parliamentary  debates 
of  1780,  and  read  in  the  petitions 
from  the  affociated  counties.  In 
the  Autumn  he  went  to  Paris. 

“  F'Y  m  the  public  occurrences  in 
which  Mr.  Jones  was  engaged/’  his 
Lordih  ip  proceeds,  “  I  now  turn  to 
a  domeftic  calamity,  the  death  of 
his  mother,  which  involved  him 
in  the  deeped  affliction.  If,  as  a 
parent,  die  had  the  dronged  claims 
upon  the  gratitude  and  affection  of 
her  fon,  the  obligations  of  filial 
duty  were  never  more  cheerfully 
and  zealoully  difcharged  than  by 
Mr.  [ones.  To  her  able  indruc- 
tion  he  was  indebted  for  the  firft 
rudiments  of  literature;  fhe  di¬ 
rected  his  early  ftudies,  formed  his 
habits  and  Ms  tafte,  and  by  the 
clofeft  attention  to  economy  was 
enabled  to  promote  his  progrels  in 
learning,  by  fupplying  the  funds 
for  this  purpofe.  From  the  period 
of  his  obtaining  a  Fellowfhip,  he 
had  declined  receiving  any  abid¬ 
ance  from  her  purfe :  and  as  his 
profedional  profits  increafed,  his 


own  was  ever  at  her  difpofal. 
During  his  refidence  at  Oxford*  the' 
time  which  he  did  not  employ  in 
ftudy  or  college  duties,  was  de¬ 
voted  to  her ;  his  attention  was 
equally  the  refult  of  principle  and 
affeCtion.  She  was  the  confidant 
of  his  plans,  hopes  and  occupations; 
and  he  invariably  confulted  her  on 
all  occafions,  where  his  more  im¬ 
portant  intereds  were  concerned. 

'  The  kindnefs,  as  well  as  the  fin- 
cerity  of  his  affection,  was  fhewn 
in  numberlefs  indances,  which  never 
failed  to  attraCt  the  obfervation  of 
his  friends  and  affociates,  although 
they  are  too  minute  to  be  particu¬ 
larized  ;  and  the  fatisfaftion  which 
he  derived  from  the  diftincUon  to 
which  his  abilities  had  raifed  him, 
was  redoubled  from  the  confider- 
ation  that  his  mother  participated 
in  it.  I  regret  that  none  of  his 
letters  to  his  mother  have  been 
preferved,  as  they  would  have  ex¬ 
hibited  an  amiable  and  driking 
part  of  his  character  *.’* 


*  The  following  memorandum  is  trahfcribed  from  the  hand- writing  of  Mr.  Jones 

Anno  /Etat.  33. 

Rejoined  to  learn  no  mere  rudiments  of  any  kind,  but  to  perfect  myfelf  in, 

Firft,  12  languages,  as  the  means  of  acquiring  accurate  knowledge  of  the 

I.  History. 
of 

1.  Man.  2.  Nature. 

II.  Arts. 

I.  Rhetorick  a.  Poetry.  3.  Painting.  4.  Mufic. 

Ill-  Sciences. 

I.  Law.  2.  Mathematics.  3.  Diale&ic. 

N.  B.  Every  fpecies  of  human  knowledge  may  be  reduced  to  one  or  other  of  thefe 
divifions.  Even  law  belongs  partly  to  the  hiftory  of  Man,  partly  as  a  fcience,  t© 
dialectic. 

The  ia  languages  are, 

Greek, 

Latin, 

-  Italian,  French,  Spanifh,  Portuguefe, 

Hebrew,  Arabic, 

Perfian, 

Turkifh, 

Girman,  Sngiifh. 

After 
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After  an  interval  of  fix  years, 
we  find  Mr.  Jones  retracing  his 
favourite  haunts  with  the  Arabian 
mufes.  He  devoted  his  leifure 
hours  of  the  winter  of  1780-1  to 
complete  his  tranflation  of  feven 
ancient  poems  of  the  highefh  repute 
in  Arabia.  Literature,  politics, 
profeffional  {Indies,  and  practice, 
all  had  a  {hare  of  his  attention; 
but  the  principal  object  of  his 
hopes  and  ambition  was  the  vacant 
feat  on  the  bench  in  India,  to 
which  he  looked  forward  with  in- 
creafing  anxiety.  The  marriage 
of  Lord  Althorpe  with  Mifs  Bing¬ 
ham,  daughter  of  Lord  Lucan,  was 
too  interefting  an  event  to  pafs  un¬ 
noticed  by  Mr.  Jones  ;  and  he  ce¬ 
lebrated  the  nuptials  of  his  friend 
in  a  very  poetical  ode,  under  the 
title  of  the  Mu/e  Recalled.  This 
compofition,  the  didate  of  friend- 
fliip,  and  offspring  of  genius,  was 
written  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours.  His  poetic  talents  were 
alfo  exerted  in  a  caufe  even  neareft 
to  his  heart,  that  of  liberty  :  he 
reftrung  the  lyre  of  Alcaeus,  and 
produced  a  fhort  ode  in  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  the  patriot  and  poet,  whom 
he  imitated.  Thefe  were  his 
amufements.  The  refult  of  his 
profeffional  ftudies  was  an  Effay  on 
the  Law  of  Bailments.  He  di¬ 
vided  and  treated  the  fubjed  under 
the  diftind  heads  of  arialyfis,  hif- 
tory,  and  fynthefis ;  and  intimates 
an  intention,  if  the  method  ufed  in 
this  trad  fhould  be  approved,  and 
on  the  fuppofition  of  future  leifure, 
to  difcufs  in  the  fame  form  every 
branch  of  Englifir  law,  civil  and 
criminal,  privateand  public.  About 
this  period,  he  alfo  undertook  the 
tranflation  of  an  Arabian  poem  on 
the  Mohammedan  law  of  the  fuc- 
eeffion  to  the  property  of  inteftates. 
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The  fubjed  of  the  original  is  dry, 
the  d  iff  ion  obfcure  ;  it  exhibits  no 
rhetorical  flowers,  no  poetical  or¬ 
nament  ;  and  even  the  partiality 
of  Mr.  Jones  for  Eaftern  literature 
could  never  have  induced  him  to 
engage  in  a  work  of  this  nature, 
if  he  had  not  thought  it  connected 
with  objeds  of  information  and 
utility.  In  the  expectation  of 
obtaining  the  fituationof  an  Indian 
judge,  this  law,  trad  probably  re¬ 
commended  itfelf  to  his  notice,  as 
he  could  not  but,  forefee  that  a 
knowledge  of  Mohammedan  law  , 
would  be  effential  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  duties  of  that  ftation. 

The  reader  will  recoiled  how 
much  the  public  attention  was 
occupied  in  the  year  1782,  with 
the  attempts  to  procure  a  re¬ 
formation  of  parliament.  It  would 
have  been  furprizing  if  Mr.  Jones 
had  remained  an  idle  fpedator  on 
an  occafion,  which  of  all  others 
was  molt  interefting  to  his  feel¬ 
ings.  Led  by  his  profeffional  ftu- 
dies  to  an  enthufiaftic  veneration 
for  the  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  his  country,  he  was 
anxious  that  the  form  of  it  fhould 
in  all  refpeds  correspond  with, 
them  :  <(  but,  as  the  form  in  a 
courfe  of  years  is  apt  to  deviate 
from  the  fpirit,  it  became  (in  his 
opinion)  expedient  almoft  every 
century  to  reltore  its  genuine  purity 
and  lovelinefs.”  Thefe  fentiments 
he  exprefted  in  a  fpeech  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  counties  of  Mid- 
dlefex  and  Surry,  the  cities  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Weftminfter,  and  the  Bo¬ 
rough  of  Southwark,  affembled  at 
the  London  Tavern,  on  the  28th  of 
May,  1782,  to  confider  on  the 
means  of  procuring  a  reformation 
of  parliament.  The  firft  refolution 
adopted  by  the  meeting,  and  in 
*  Kk  2  which 
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which  he  expreftfed  his  fincere  con- 
currei  ce^  was,  that  petitions  ought 
to  be  prepared  for  a  more  complete 
reprefentation  of  the  people ;  and 
the  polition  which  he  endeavoured 
to  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  his 
audience  was  this,  that  the  fpirit  of 
our  conftitution  requires  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  nearly  equal, 
and  nearly  univerfal.  It  was  about 
the  fame  period  that  he  compofed 
a  very  fpirited  ode,  in  imitation  of 
Calliftratus,  which  has  appeared  in 
a  variety  of  periodical  publications, 
and  is  published  in  his  works. 

In  the  fummer  of  this  year,  Mr. 
Jones  again  vifited  France,  in  the 
intention  of  proceeding  thence  to 
America.  The  objeft  of  this 
journey  was  profeffional,  to  procure 
the  reftitution  of  a  very  large  eftate 
of  a  client  and  friend,  which  had 
been  attached  by  an  order  of  the 
Hates,  who  had  threatened  the  con- 
ffcation  of  the  property,  unlefs  the 
owner  appeared  in  perfon  to  claim 
it.  This  objeft  is  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Jones  in  his  correfpondence, 
and  his  own  evidence  will  be  con- 
elufive  againft  lome  furmifes  and 
inlinuations,  which  were  propa¬ 
gated  refpefting  the  motives  of  his 
Intended  journey.  The irrefolution 
of  h  is  friend,  increafed  by  indif- 
polition,  prevented  the  execution 
of  the  plan;  and  Mr.  Jones,  after 
having  procured  a  paffport  from 
Franklin,  the  American  minifter 
at  the  Court  of  France,  returned 
to  England  through  Normandy 
and  Holland. 

In  1 7  8 1  r  he  fullered  great  afflic¬ 
tion,  by  the  lofs  of  his  excellent 
mother. 

In  March  1782  a  propofal  was 
made  to  Mr.  Jones,  to  become  a 
member  of  the  fociety  for  conftitu- 


tional  information,  and  he  readily 
accepted  it. 

Early  in  1783,  Mr.  Jones  pub- 
lifhed  his  tranflation  of  the  feven 
Arabian  poems,  which  he  had 
finifhed  in  1781.  It  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  prefix  to  this  work, 
a  difeourfe  on  the  antiquity  of  the 
Arabian  language  and  cha rafters, 
on  the  manners  of  the  Arabs  in  the 
period  immediately  preceding  that 
of  Mohammed,  and  other  interefting 
information  refpefting  the  poems, 
and  the  lives  of  the  authors,  with 
a  critical  hiftory  of  their  works: 
but  he  could  not  command  fuftici- 
ent  leifure  for  the  execution  of  it. 
Some  of  the  fubjefts  intended  for 
this  differtation,  appeared  in  a  dif¬ 
eourfe  on  the  Arabs,  which  he  com¬ 
pofed  fome  years  afterwards,  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
written,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  re¬ 
gret  the  irrecoverable  lofs  of  the 
larger  difeuffton  which  he  origi¬ 
nally  propofed.  The  poems  pre- 
font  us  with  a  curious  fpecimen  of 
the  manners  of  the  natives  of  Arabia, 
and  on  this  account,  muft  be  parti¬ 
cularly  interefting  to  thofe,  who 
confider  the  ftudy  of  human  nature 
in  all  its  varieties  as  an  inftruftive 
fubjeft  of  contemplation.  u  They 
exhibit  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr, 
Jones)  an  exaft  pifture  of  the  vir¬ 
tues  and  vices  of  the  Arabs  in  the 
age  of  the  feven  poets,  their  wifdom 
and  their  folly,  and  {hew  what  may 
be  conftantly  expefted  from  men 
of  open  hearts,  and  boiling  paflions, 
with  no  law  to  controul,  and  little 
religion,  to  conftrain  them.” 

The  period  was  now  arrived, 
when  Mr.  Jones  had  the  happinefs 
to  gain  the  accomplifhment  of  his 
moll  anxious  wilhes.  In  March 
1783,  during  the  adminiftration  of 

Lord- 
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Lord  Shelburne,  he  was  appointed 
a  judge  of  the  fup rente  court  of  ju¬ 
dicature  at  Fortwilliam  at  Bengal, 
on  which  occafion  the  honour  of 
Knighthood  was  conferred  upon 
him  ;  and,  in  the  April  following,  he 
married  Anna  Maria  Shipley,  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  Biihop  of  St. 
Afaph.  For  his  appointment  to 
India,  Mr.  Jones  was  indebted  to 
the  friendfhipof  Lord  Afhburton. 

(i  I  have  mentioned,’ ’  fays  the 
noble  biographer,  u  the  literary 
productions  of  Sir  William  Jones 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
publifhed.  I  obierve,  however, 
two  compolitions  which  hadefcaped 
my  attention  ;  an  abridged  hiftory 
of  the  life  of  Nadir  Shah,  inEnglifh, 
and  a  hiftory  of  the  Perfian  lan¬ 
guage,  intended  to  be  prefixed 
to  the  firft  edition  of  his  Perfian 
Grammar, 

A  long  lift  might  be  formed  of 
(works  which  he  meditated  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods.  He  had  projected 

a  treatife  on  maritime  contracts ; 

• 

and  with  a  view  to  the  completion 
of  this  work,  he  commiffioned  a 
friend  to  purchafe  for  him  the  col¬ 
lections  of  Heineccius,  containing 
the  Diftertations  of  Stypman  and 
Kerrick,  tvith  any  other  works 
that  could  be  procured  on  the  fame 
fubjeCt.  It  was  alfo  his  intention 
to  republifh  Littleton’s  Treatife  on 
Tenures,  from  the  firft  edition  of 
1482,  with  a  new  translation,  ex¬ 
planatory  notes,  and  a  commentary  j 
and  to  prefix  an  Introductory  Dif- 
courfe  on  the  Laws  of  England. 
He  had  made  a  confiderabk  pro- 
jgrefs  toward  the  completion  of 
this  work,  which  ftill  exifts,  but 
pot  in  a  fufficient  degree  of  ad¬ 
vancement  for  publication. ” 

Sir  William  Jones  embarked  for 
1  India  in  the  Crocodile  frigate  ; 
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and  in  April  1783,  left  hisnativ6 
country,  to  which  he  was  never  t° 
return,  with  the  unavailing-  regret 
and  affectionate  wifhes  of  his  nu¬ 
merous  friends  and  admirers.  Jn 
the  courfe  of  the  voyage  he  flopped 
at  Madeira,  and  in  ten  additional 
weeks  of  profperous  failing  from 
the  rugged  iflands  of  Cape  Verd, 
arrived  at  Hinzuan,  or  Joanna. 
Of  this  ifland,  where  he  remained 
a  few  days  only,  he  has  publifhed 
an  interefting  and  amufing  de- 
feription.  He  expatiates  with  rap¬ 
ture  on  his  approach  to  it,  deli¬ 
neates,  with  the  fkill  of  an  artift, 
the  beauties  of  the  feenery,  and 
fketches  with  the  diferiminating 
pen  of  a  philofopher,  the  characters 
and  manners  of  the  unpolifhed  but 
hofpitable  natives.  From  Hinzuan 
to  the  Ganges,  nothing  material 
occurred,  and  he  landed  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  in  September  1783.  His 
reputation  had  preceded  his  ar¬ 
rival,  which  was  anxioufly  ex- 
peded,  and  he  had  the  happinefs 
to  find,  that  his  appointment  had 
diffufed  a  general  fatisfaCtion, 
which  his  prefence  now  rendered 
complete.  The  ftudents  of  the 
Oriental  languages  were  eager  to 
welcome  a  fcholar,  whole  erudition 
in  that  branch  of  literature  was 
unrivalled,  and  whofe  labours  and 
genius  had  aftifted  their  pro.grefs ; 
while  the  public  rejoiced  in  the 
poffdTion  of  a  magi  ft  rate,  whofe 
probity  and  independence  were  no 
lefs  acknowledged  than  his  abi¬ 
lities. 

In  December  1783,  he  entered 
upon  his  judicial  tunClions,  and  at 
the  opening  of  the  feflions,  delivered 
his  tirft  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury, 
The  public  had  formed  a  high  ef- 
timate  of  his  oratorical  powers, 
nor  were  they  difappointed.  His 
*  K  k  3  add  (Ms 
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add  refs  was  elegant,  concife,  and 
appropriate;  the  exposition  of  his 
fentiments  and  principles  was 
equally  manly  and  conciliatory, 
and  calculated  to  infpire  general 
ihtisfaciion,  as  the  known  fmceritv 
of  his  character  was  a  tell  of  his 
adherence  to  his  profeffions. 

In  the  intervals  of  leifure  from 
his  profeffional  duties,  he  di¬ 
rected  his  attention  to  fcientific 
objects  ;  he  foon  law  that  the  field 
of  refearch  in  India  was  of  an  ex¬ 
tent  to  baffle  the  induftry  of  any 
individual;  and  that  whatever  fuc- 
cefs  might  attend  his  own  inde¬ 
fatigable  labours,  it  could  only  be 
explored  by  the  united  efforts  of 
many'.  With  thefe  ideas  he  devifed 
the  infiitution  of  a  fociety  in  Cal¬ 
cutta,  on  the  plan  of  thofe  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  principal  cities  of 
Europe,  as  beft  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  and  facilitate  the  enquiries  ol 
the  ingenious,  as  affording  the 
means  of  preferving  the  numerous 
little  traCts  and  effays,  which  other- 
wife  would  be  loft  to  the  public, 
and  of  concentrating  all  the  valu¬ 
able  knowledge  which  might  be 
obtained  in  Alia.  The  fuggeftion 
was  received  with  the  greateft  fa- 
tisfaftion  by  feveral  gentlemen  to 
whom  he  communicated  it,  and  the 
members  of  the  new  affociation  af- 
fembled,  for  the  firft  time,  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  1 7  §4. 

In  1  784.  Sir  William  Jones  felt 
attacks  of  ill  health,  but  propofed, 
both  for  relaxation  and  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  his  literary  views,  to 
make  a  journey  to  Benares.  I 
faw  him,  fays  his  noble  biographer, 
in  Auguft  1784,  at  the  houfe  of  a 
friend  in  the  vicinity  of  Moor- 
fhedabad,  languid,  exhausted,  and 
emaciated,  in  aftate  of  very  doubt¬ 
ful  convalescence;  but  bis  mind 


had  buffered  no  depreffion,  and  ex» 
hibited  all  its  habitual  fervour. 
In  his  converfation  he  fpoke  with 
rapture  of  the  country,  of  the 
novel  and  interefting  fources  opened 
to  his  refearches,  and  feemed  to 
lament  his  bufferings,  only  as  im¬ 
pediments  to  the  profecution  of 
them. 

At  Bhagilpoor  he  was  long  de¬ 
tained  by  iilnefs  and  debility.  The 
vigour  of  his  mind,  however,  ft  ill 
continued  unimpaired,  and  except 
during  the  fevere  paroxyfms  of  aif- 
order,  his  refearches  for  information 
were  never  fufpended,  nor  would 
he  buffer  himfelf  to  be  debarred 
from  any  intercourfe  by  whieh  they 
could  be  promoted.  It  was  at  this 
place,  during  the  hours  of  conva- 
lefcence,  when  he  was  confined  to 
his  couch,  that  he  applied  himfelf 
to  the  ftudy  of  Botany  ;  a  fcience 
for  which  he  had  early  entertained 
a  great  partiality,  and  which  he 
pronounces  the  moft  lovely  and 
fafcinating  branch  of  natural  know¬ 
ledge.  With  the  works  of  Lin¬ 
naeus  before  him,  he  procured  the 
plants  of  the  country  to  be  brought 
to  him,  and  comparing  the  pro¬ 
duction?  of  nature,  with  the  de¬ 
fer  iptions  and  arrangements  of  the 
Swedifh  philofopher,  he  beguiled 
the  hours  of  languor  and  difeafe, 
and  laid  the  folid  foundation  of 
that  botanical  knowledge,  which 
he  ever  afterwards  cultivated  with 
increasing  ardour  and  delight. 

From  Bhagilpoor  he  purfued  his 
journey  to  Patna,  where  he  was 
again  attacked  with  a  fevere  in- 
difpofition.  It  did  not,  however, 
prevent  him  from  proceeding  by 
land  to  Guyah,  famous  as  the 
birth-place  of  Boudh,  the  author 
of  a  fyftem  of  philofophy  which 
labours  under  the  imputation  of 
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atlieifm  ;  but  more  famous  for  the 
annual  refort  of  Hindu  pilgrims 
from  all  parts  of  India,  who  repair 
to  the  holy  city  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  prefcribed  oblations  to 
their  deceafed  anceftors,  and  of 
obtaining  abfolution  from  all  their 
fins. 

The  City  of  Benares  was  his 
next  ftage,  and  the  limits  of  his 
excurfion.  He  had  here  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  the  profeffors 
of  the  Hindu  religion,  at  the  mod 
celebrated  and  ancient  univerfity 
of  India,  and  had  only  to  regret, 
that  his  knowledge  of  their  lan¬ 
guage  was  infufficiept  to  enable 
him  to  converfe  with  them  with¬ 
out  the  abidance  of  an  interpreter. 
After  a  fhort  refidence,  which  his 
fenfe  of  duty  would  not  allow  him 
to  protraft  unneceffarily,  he  re¬ 
turned  try  the  Ganges  to  Bhagil- 
poor,  wnere,  as  he  obferves,  he 
had  already  found  fo  much  health, 
pleafure,  and  inftruCfion  for  two 
months. 

In  his  journey  from  this  place 
to  Calcutta,  he  vifited  Gour,  once 
the  refidence  of  the  fovereigns  of 
Bengal.  This  place  ftill  exhibits 
arcbiteffural  remains  of  royal  mag¬ 
nificence,  which  the  traveller  is 
obliged  to  explore  at  fome  perfonal 
rifk  amidd;  foreds,  the  excluflve 
haunts  of  wild  beads ;  for  nature 
has  here  refumed  her  dominion, 
and  triumph  over  the  fhort-lived 
pride  of  man. 

<<  1  am  jud  returned,”  he  writes 
to  Dr.  Ruflel  in  March  1785  “  as 
it  were  from  the  brink  ol  another 
world,  having  been  abfent  near 
feven  months,  and  reduced  to  a 
Ikeleton  by  fevers  of  every  denomi¬ 
nation,  with  an  obdinate  bilious 
flux  at  their  heels.  My  health  is 
tolerably  redored  by  a  long  ramble 
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through  South  Behar,  and  the  dif- 
tri<d  of  Benares,  of  which  if  I  were 
to  write  an  account,  I  mud  fill  a 
volume.” 

They  who  have  perufed  the  de- 
feription  of  Joanna,  by  Sir,  William 
Jones,  wiil  egret  that  thk  volume 
was  never  wrirKn,  The  objects 
prefented  to  his  inipedion  dur’ng 
his  journey,  afforded  amp>e  fcope 
for  his  obfervation,  which  was 
equally  qualified  to  explore  the 
beauties  of  nature,  the  works  of 
art,  the  diferiminationsofeharader, 
and  the  productions  of  learning  and 
fcience.  Many  of  the  remarks  and 
reflections  which  he  made  in  this 
tour,  are  transfufed  through  his  va¬ 
rious  compofltions,  two  of  which 
were  adually  written  during  the 
courfe  of  his  journey. 

The  little  elegant  tale  in  verfe, 
under  the  title  of  TheEnchantedFruit9 
or  Hindu  Wife ,  was  compofed  during 
his  refidence  in  Beyhar,  and  affords 
a  proof  of  thefuccefs  of  his  enquiries, 
as  well  as  his  {kill  in  the  happy  ap- 
plicationof  the  intelligence  obtained 
by  them. 

The  other  production  was  a 
Treatife  on  the  Gods  of  Greece, 
Italy,  and  India,  which  he  after¬ 
wards  revifed,  and  prefented  to  the 
Society.  The  deflgn  of  this  effay 
was  to  point  out  a  refemhlance,  too 
flrong  to  have  been  accidental,  be¬ 
tween  the  popular  worth  ip  of  the 
old  Greeks  and  Italians,  and  that 
of  the  Hindus,  and  between  their 
fl range  religion  and  that  ot  Egypt, 
China,  Perfia,  Phrygia,  Phoenicia, 
and  Syria,  and  even  remoter  na¬ 
tions.  The  proof  of  fuch  refem- 
blance,  if  fatisfafforily  eftablifhed, 
would,  as  he  remarks,  authorize  an 
inference  of  a  general  union  and 
affinity  between  the  ifroft  diftin- 
guifhed  inhabitants  of  the  primitive 
*  K  k  4  world, 
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nyorld,  at  the  time  when  they  de¬ 
viated,  as  they  did  t.oo  early  de¬ 
viate,  from  the  rational  adoration 
of  the  only  true  God. 

He  now  refumed  his  functions 

\  |  •  ■ 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature, 
and  renewed  the  meetings  of  the 
foe  ret  y,  which  had  been  interrupted 
by  his  alffence. 

In  s  7S5*,  a  periodical  work  • 
was  undertaken  at  Calcutta,  under 
the  title  of  the  Afiatic  Mifcellany, 
yvhich  has  been  ignorantly  aferibed 
to  the  Afiatic  Society,  with  thofe 
refgarcbes  jt  had  no  cpnnedlion. 
The  editor  was  occasionally  afiifted 
by  the  literary  talents  of  gentlemen 
jn  India,  and  we  find  in  the  two 
firft  volumes,  which  were  publifhed 
in  the  year  1785  and  86,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  compofitions  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Jones,  who  never  neglefted 
any  opportunity  of  contributing  to 
the  advancement  of  Oriental  lite¬ 
rature:  The  tale  of  the  Enchanted 
Fruit,  which  has  already  been 
mentioned^  ffx  hymns  addreffed  to 
as  many  Hindu  deities,  a  literal 
tranflation  of  twenty  tales  and 
fables  of  Nizami,  exprefsly  in¬ 
tended  to  afiilf  the  ftudents  of  the 
JPeriian  language,  befides  other 
fmaller  pieces ;  from  which  we  quote 
with  pleafure,  the  following  beau¬ 
tiful  tetraflic,  which  is  a  literal 
tranflation  from  the  Perfian; 

On  parent  jenees,  a  naked,  new  born  child. 
Weeping  tftou  fat’ft,  while  all  around  thee 
fmil’d: 

So  live,  that,  finking  in  thylafllong  fleep, 
thou  ijrayhl  Emile,  when  all  around 
thee  weep. 

The  by  raps,  which  are  original 
compofitions,  are  deferiptive  of  the 
Hindu  denies,  10  whom  they  were 
add  reded,  and  a  fhort  introductory 
explanation  accompanies  each. 


Sir  William  had  long  propofed 
making  an  excurfiou  to  Chatigan, 
the  eaflern  limits  of  the  Britifh  do¬ 
minions  in  Bengal.  Exclufively  of 
his  anxiety  to  acquire,  from  local 
obfervation,  a  knowledge  of  the 
fiate  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
manners  and  charaTers  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  a  prudent  attention  to  the 
re-eftablifnment  of  his  health,  which 
had  differed  from  an  unremitted  ap¬ 
plication  to  his  public  duties  as  a 
judge  and  magiftrate,  as  well  as  a 
regard  for  that  of  Lady  Jones,  now 
rendered  the  Journey  expedient. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  17863 
after  the  recefs  of  the  court,  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  executing  his 
plan,  and  repaired  to  Chatigan,  by 
fea,  ip  February.  From  Chatigan^ 
Sir  William  Jones  returned  to  Cal¬ 
cutta,  and  after  the  recefs  of  the 
Court,  again  vifited  his  retirement 
at  Chrifhna-nagur,  where  he  oc¬ 
cupied  himfelf  as  ufual  in  his  fa« 
vourite  ftudies. 

In  September,  Lprd  Cornwallis 
arrived  at  Fort-William,  with  the 
appointment  of  Governor-General ; 
and  the  writer  of  the  Memoirs, 
who  accompanied  him  to  India, 
renewed  his  perfonal  intimacy  with 
Sir  William  Jones, 

The  uniformity  which  marked 
the  ^remaining  period  of  his  al¬ 
lotted  exigence,  admits  of  little 
variety  of  delineation,  Thelargeff 
portion  of  each  year  w$s  devoted 
to  his  profefiional  duties  and  ftudiesj 
and  all  the  time  that  could  be  fared! 
from  thefe  important  avocations, 
was  dedicated  to  the  cultivation  of 
fcience  and  literature.  Some  pe¬ 
riods  were  chequered  by  illnefs, 
the  confequence  of  intenfe  appli¬ 
cation  ;  and  others  were  embittered 
by  the  frequent  and  fevere  indif- 
1  pcfiw 
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pofition  of  the  partner  of  his  cares, 
and  objed  of  his  aftedions.  “  The 
climate  of  India,”  as  he  had* al¬ 
ready  found  occafion  to  remark  in 
a  letter  to  a  friend,  “  had  been 
tmpropitious  to  the  delicate  con- 
ftitution  of  his  beloved  wife;  and 
fo  apprehenfive  was  he  of  the  con- 
fequences,  that  he  intended,  un- 
lefs  fome  favourable  alteration 
fhould  take  place,  to  urge  her  re¬ 
turn  to  her  native  country  ;  pre¬ 
ferring  the  pang  of  feparation  for 
five  or  fix  years,  to  the  anguifh, 
which  he  fhould  hardly  furvive, 
of  lofing  her.” 

While  bufmefs  required  the  daily 
attendance  of  Sir  William  Jones, 
in  Calcutta,  his  ufual  refidence  was 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  at  the 
diflance  of  five  miles  from  the 
Court ;  to  this  fpot  he  returned 
every  evening  after  fun-fet,  and  in 
the  morning  rofe  fo  early  as  to 
reach  his  apartments  in  town,  by 
walking,  at  the  firft  appearance  of 
the  dawn.  Having  feverely  fuf- 
fered  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  he 
ever  after  dreaded  and  avoided  an 
expofure  to  it.  The  intervening 
period  of  each  morning  until  the 
opening  of  the  Court,  was  regu¬ 
larly  allotted  and  applied  to  dif- 
tind  ftudies.  He  pafled  the  months 
of  vacation  at  his  retirement  at 
Crifhna-nagur,  in  his  ufual  purfuits. 

In  the  midft  of  his  public  duties 
and  literary  employments,  poli¬ 
tical  fpeculations  had  but  little 
Chare  of  his  attention  ;  yet  the  fen- 
timents  which  he  occafionally  ex- 
yrefTes  on  this  fubjed,  do  honour 
to  his  heart,  and  prove  that  the 
welfare  of  his  country  was  always 
peareft  to  it. 

The  hope  with  which  he  flatters 
himfelf,  that  his  conftitution  had 
cvercome  the  climatej  unfor? 


*  505 

tunately  ill-founded ;  few  months 
elapfed  without  his  fuftering  from 
the  effeds  of  it,  and  every  attack 
had  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  his  frame. 

Among  other  literary  defigns 
which  he  meditated,  he  mentions 
the  plan  of  an  epic  poem.  It  was 
founded  on  the  fame  flory  which 
he  had  originally  feleded  for  a 
compofition  of  the  fame  nature,  in 
his  twenty-fecond  year,  the  dif- 
covery  of  England,  by  Brutus ; 
but  his  acquaintance  with  Hindu 
mythology  had  fuggefted  to  him 
the  addition  of  a  machinery  per¬ 
fectly  new,  by  the  introdudion  of 
the  agency  of  the  Hindu  deities; 
and  however  wild  or  extravagant 
the  fidion  may  appear,  the  dif- 
cordancy  may  be  eaftly  reconciled 
by  the  adual  fubjedion  of  Hin- 
duftan  to  the  Britifh  dominion, 
poetically  vifible  to  the  guardian 
angels  of  that  country.  The  firft 
hint  of  this  poem,  was  not  fug¬ 
gefted  by  the  example  of  Pope, 
but  by  a  paffage  in  a  letter  of 
Spenfer  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh ; 
it  is  evident,  however,  that  Sir 
William  Jones  was  not  difpofed 
to  abandon  the  execution  of  his 
purpofe  by  the  ftridures  of  Dr. 
Johnfon,  on  Pope’s  intended  poem, 
and  that,  in  more  open  defiance  of 
the  critic’s  opinion  he  determined 
to  write  it  in  blank  verfe,  although 
he  originally  propofed  to  adopt  the 
heroic  meafure  in  rhyme. 

It  was  the  prevailing  with  of 
Sir  William  Jones  to  render  his 
talents  and  attainments  ufeful  to 
his  country.  The  tenour  of  his 
yorretpondence  fhews,  that  his  prin¬ 
cipal  ftudies  were  direded  to  this 
objed ;  and  nearly  two  years  pre¬ 
ceding  the  period  at  which  1  am 
arrived,  he  defcribcs  the  mode  in 

which 
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which  he  propofes  to  give  effect  to 
his  wilhes,  and  expreffes  his  de¬ 
termination  to  accomplifh  it,  with 
an  energy  which  marks  his  fenfe 
of  the  importance  of  the  work  he 
then  meditated. 

Having  now  qualified  lumfelf  by 
his  knowledge  of  the  Sanfcrit  and 
Hindu  laws,  kr  the  execution  of 
his  plan,  he  determined  to  delay 
it  no  longer  ;  and  as  he  could  not 
prudently  defray  the  expence  of 
the  undertaking  from  his  own  fi¬ 
nances,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  government  of  Bengal 
for  their  affiftance,  and  addrefled  a 
letter  to  the  Governor-General, 
Lord  Cornwallis,  on  the  fubjedt. 
Such  a  propofal  could  not  fail  of 
receiving  that  attention  which  it 
merited,  from  the  Nobleman  who 
prefided  in  the  government  of 
India.  Fully  fenfible  of  the  uti¬ 
lity  of  a  Digeft  of  Hindu  and  Mo¬ 
hammedan  law,  in  facilitating  what 
he  was  ever  anxious  to  promote, 
the  due  adminiftration  of  juft  ice  to 
the  native  fubjecls  of  the  Bririfh 
empire  in  Hinduftan,  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis  confidered  the  accom- 
pKfhment  of  the  plan,  as  calculated 
to  reflect  the  higheft  honour  upon 
his  adminiftration.  The  anfwer 
to  Sir  William  Jones,  written  by 
his  diredfion,  exprefifed  this  fenti- 
tnent  with  a  declaration,  that  his 
Lordfhip  deemed  it  fingularly  for¬ 
tunate,  that  a  perfon  fo  eminently 
qualified  for  the  talk,  fhould,  from 
principles  of  general  benevolence 
and  public  fpirit,  be  induced  to  en¬ 
gage  in  an  undertaking,  as  arduous 
as  it  was  beneficial. 

With  this  fandtion,  Sir  William 
Jones  immediately  entered  upon 
the  execution  of  the  work,  and 
having  feledled  with  the  greateft 
care,  from  the  moft  learned  Hindus 


and  Mohammedans,  a  fufficient 
number  of  perfons  duly  qualified 
for  the  talk  of  compilation,  he 
traced  the  plan  of  the  digeft,  pre- 
fcribed  the  arrangement,  and  point¬ 
ed  out  the  manufcripts  from  which 
it  was  fo  be  formed. 

At  the  period  when  this  work 
rvas  undertaken  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  he  had  not  refided  in  India 
more  than  four  years  and  a  half; 
during  which  time,  he  had  not 
only  acquired  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Sanfcrit  language,  but 
had  extended  his  reading  in  it  fo 
far  as  to  be  qualified  to  form  a 
judgment  upon  the  merit  and  au¬ 
thority  of  the  authors  to  be  ufed 
in  the  compilation  of  his  work  ; 
and  although  his  labour  was  only 
applied  to  the  difpofirion  of  ma¬ 
terials  already  formed,  he  was  en. 
abled,  by  his  previous  ftudies,  to 
give  them  an  arrangement  fuperior 
to  any  in  exiftence,  and  which  the 
learned  natives  themfelves  approved 
and  admired.  In  the  difpenfations 
of  Providence,  it  may  be  remarked 
as  an  occurrence  of  no  ordinary  na¬ 
ture,  that  the  profeffors  of  the 
Braminical  faith  fhould  fo  far  re¬ 
nounce  their  referve  and  diftruft, 
as  to  fubmit  to  the  direction  of  a 
native  of  Europe,  for  compiling  a 
digeft  of  their  own  laws. 

Among  other  literary  occupa¬ 
tions  in  which  he  employed  himfelf 
during  the  laft  two  years,  it  is  to 
be  noticed,  that  he  undertook  the 
office  of  editor  of  the  elegant  poem 
of  Hatefi ,  on  the  unfortunate  loves 
of  Laili  and  Mujnoon ,  an  Arabian 
youth  and  princefs.  The  bene¬ 
volent  objedf  of  his  labours  ren¬ 
ders  them  interefting,  as  the  book 
was  publifhed  at  his  own  expenfe, 
with  a  declared  appropriation  of 
the'-  produce  of  the  fale.  to  the 
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relief  of  infolvent  debtors  in  the 
gaol  at  Calcutta. 

In  the  beginning  of  1789,  the 
firft  volume  of  the  Refearches  of 
the  Society  was  publilhed.  The 
feledtion  of  the  papers  was  left  to 
the  Judgment  of  Sir  William  Jones, 
and  he  undertook  the  labourious 
and  unpleafant  office  of  fuperintend- 
ing  the  printing.  A  third  part  of 
the  volume,  the  moll  interefting  as 
well  as  inftru&ive,  is  occupied  by 
the  contributions  of  the  Prefident. 

In  the  fame  year.  Sir  William 
prefented  to  the  public  a  tranflation 
of  an  ancient  Indian  drama,  under 
the  title  of  Sacontala,  or  the  Fatal 
Ring,  exhibiting  a  moil  pleafing 
and  authentic  picture  of  old  Hindu 
manners,  and  one  of  the  greateft 
curiofities  that  the  literature  of 
Afia  had  yet  brought  to  light. 
Calidas  the  author  of  it,  whom 
Sir  William  Jones  calls  the  Shake- 
fpear  of  India,  lived  in  the  firft 
century  before  Chrift,  not  many 
years  after  Terence,  and  he  wrote 
feveral  other  dramas  and  poetical 
pieces  of  which,  only  Sacontala 
has  received  an  European  drefs. 
The  violation  of  the  unities,  as 
\vell  as  the  mixture  of  foreign  my¬ 
thology,  which  conftitutes  the  ma¬ 
chinery  of  the  play,  are  irreconcile- 
able  with  the  purer  take,  which 
marks  the  dramatic  compolitions 
of  Europe :  but,  although  the 
tranflator  declined  offering  a  cri- 
ticifm  on  the  characters  and  the 
conduct  of  the  play,  <£  From  a  con¬ 
viction  that  the  taftes  of  men  differ 
as  much  as  the  fentiments  and  paf- 
fions,  and  that  in  feeling  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  art  as  in  fmelling  flowers, 
tailing  fruits,  viewing  profpeCls, 
and  hearing  melody,  every  indivi¬ 
dual  mud  be  guided  by  his  own 
renditions  and  incommunicable  af- 


fociations  of  his  own  ideas,”  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce  that*; 
exclufive  of  the  wild,  piCturefque 
and  fublime  imagery  which  cha¬ 
racterizes  it,  the  fimplicity  of  the 
dialogue  in  many  of  thefeenes,  and 
the  natural  characters  of  many  of 
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the  perfonages  introduced,  cannot 
fail  of  exciting  pleafure  and  interell- 
ing  the  reader,  who  will  wilh  with 
me,  perhaps,  that  Sir  William 
Jones  had  not  rigidly  adhered  to 
the  determination  which  he  ex- 
preffed  not  to  employ  his  leifure  in 
tranflating  more  of  the  works  of 
Calidas. 

The  conftitution  of  Lady  Jones, 
which  was  naturally  delicate,  had 
fuffered  fo  much  from  repeated  at¬ 
tacks  of  indifpofition,  that  a  change 
of  climate  had  long  been  preferibed 
by  the  phyfleians,  as  the  only 
means  of  preferving  her  life ;  but 
her  affectionate  attachment  to  her 
hulhand  had  hitherto  induced  her 
to  remain  in  India,  in  oppolition 
to  this  advice,  though  with  the 
full  convi&ion  that  the  recovery  of 
her  health,  in  any  confiderable  de¬ 
gree,  was  impoffible.  She  knew 
that  the  obligation  which  he  had 
voluntarily  contra&ed,  to  tranflate 
the  digeft  of  Hindu  and  Moham¬ 
medan  laws,  was  the  only,  though 
infuperable  obftacle  to  his  accom¬ 
panying  her,  and  his  entreaties 
were  neceffary  to  gain  her  reluCt- 
ant  affent  to  undertake  the  voyage 
without  his  fociety.  In  the  courfe 
of  his  correfpdndence,  we  trace  his 
ardour  to  explore  the  new  objects 
of  his  inveftigation  which  increaf- 
ing  knowledge  had  difeovered  to 
him,  and  an  intention  to  purfue  the 
line  of  his  refearches  through  Perfia 
or  China,  by  a  circuitous  rout  to 
his  native  country;  and  at  an  ear¬ 
lier  period,  when  the  extent  of  the 
S  held 
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field  of  iovefugation  appeared 
fcoundlefs,  he  had  declared  his  de¬ 
termination  to  remain  in  India 
until  the  clofe  of  the  century,  if  it 
fhould  pleafe  God  to  prolong  his 
life.  Bat  affe&ion  fet  limits  to 
his  zeal  for  knowledge,  and  when 
it  was  finally  fettled  that  Lady 
Jones  fhould  return  to  England,  he 
determined  himfelf  to  follow  her 
in  the  enfuing  feafon,  hoping  by 
this  period  to  have  difcharged  his 
engagements  with  the  Government 
of  India.  She  embarked  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1793. 

In  the  beginning  of  1794,  Sir 
William  Jones  publilhed  a  work, 
In  which  he  had  long  been  enga¬ 
ged, — a  tranflation  of  the  Ordi¬ 
nances  of  Menu,  comprifing  the 
Indian  fyftesn  of  duties  religious 
and  civil.  This  talk  was  fug- 
gelled  by  the  fame  motives,  which 
had  induced  him  to  undertake  the 
compilation  of  the  digeft  ;  to  aid 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
legislature  of  Great  Britain,  in 
fecuring  to  the  natives  of  India 
the  adminifiration  of  juftice,  to  a 
certain  extent,  by  their  own  laws. 
Menu  is  eileemed  by  the  Hindus 
the  firfi;  of  created  beings,  and  not 
the  oldeft  only,  but  the  holieft,  of 
legiflators;  and  his  fyftem  is  fo 
comprehenfive  and  fo  minutely  ex- 
adl,  that  it  may  be  confidered  as 
an  Inftitute  of  Hindu  Law,  prefatory 
to  the  more  copious  digeft. 

I  now  turn,  fays  Lord  Teign- 
mouth,  to  the  lail  fcene  of  the  life  of 
Sir  William  Jones.  The  few  months 
allotted  to  his  exiftence  after  the  de¬ 
parture  of  Lady  Jones,  were  devoted 
t©  his  ufual  occupations,  and  more 
particularly  to  the  difcharge  of 
that  duty  which  alone  detained  him 
in  India;  the  completion  of  the 
liigeft  of  Hindu  and  Mohammedan 


law.  But  neither  the  confcioufnefs 
of  acquitting  himfelf  of  an  obliga¬ 
tion  which  he  had  voluntarily  con¬ 
tracted,  nor  his  inceffant  affiduity, 
could  fill  the  vacuity  occafioned 
by  the  abfence  of  her,  whofe  fociety 
had  fweetened  the  toil  of  applica¬ 
tion,  and  cheered  his  hours  of  re¬ 
laxation.  Their  habits  were  con¬ 
genial,  and  their  purfuits  in  fome 
refpefts  fimilar :  his  botanical  re- 
fearehes  were  facilitated  by  the 
eyes  of  Lady  Jones,  and  by  her 
talents  in  drawing  ;  and  their  even¬ 
ings  were  generally  paffed  together, 
in  the  perufal  of  the  beft  modern 
authors  in  the  different  languages 
of  Europe.  After  her  departure, 
he  mixed  more  in  promifcuous  fo¬ 
ciety  ;  but  his  affections  were 
tranfported  with  her  to  his  native 
country. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th  of 
April,  or  nearly  about  that  date, 
after  prolonging  his  walk  to  a  late 
hour,  during  which  he  had  impru¬ 
dently  remained  in  converfation, 
in  an  unwholefome  fituation,  he 
called  upon  Lord  Teignmoath,  and 
complained  of  agueifh  fymptoms, 
mentioning  his  intention  to  take 
fome  medicine,  and  repeating  jocu¬ 
larly  an  old  proverb,  that  “  an 
ague  in  the  Spring  is  medicine  for 
a  I  Ling.”  He  had  np  fufpicion  at 
the  time,  of  the  real  nature  of  his 
indifpofition,  which  proved  in  fa<T 
to  be  a  complaint  common  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  an  infiammatien  in  the  liver. 
The  diforder  was,  however,  foon 
difcovered  by  the  penetration  of  the 
phyfician,  who?  after  two  or  three 
days,  was  called  in  to  his  affilt- 
ance;  but  it  had  then  advanced  too 
far  to  yield  to  the  efficacy  ol  the 
medicines  ufually  prefcribed,  and 
they  were  adminillered  in  vain. 
The  progrefs  of  the  complaint  was 
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uncommonly  rapid,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  27th  of  April,  1794. 
On  the  morning  of  that  day,  his 
attendants,  alarmed  at  the  evident 
fy  mptons  of approaching  difTohnion, 
came  precipitately  to  call  the  friend 
who  has  now  the  melancholy  talk 
of  recording  the  mournful  event. 
Not  a  moment  was  loft  in  repairing 
to  his  houfe.  He  was  lying  on  his 
bed  in  a  pofture  of  meditation  ; 
and  the  only  fymptomof  remaining 
life  was  a  fmall  degree  of  motion 
in  the  heart,  which  after  a  few 
feconds  ceafed,  and  he  expired 
without  a  pang  or  groan.  His 
bodily  fuffering,  from  the  compla¬ 
cency  of  his  features  and  the  eafe  of 
his  attitude,  could  not  have  been 
fevere  ;  and  his  mind  muft  have  de¬ 
rived  confolation  from  thofe  fources 
where  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
feeking  it,  and  where  aloce,  in 
our  laft  moments,  it  can  ever  be 
found. 

The  chara&er  of  the  illuftrious 
individual  thus  commemorated  is 
given  at  great  length,  but  all  the 
particulars  cannot  be  here  detailed. 
His  religious  and  political  opinions, 
the  frame  of  his  mind,  and  his  per- 
fonal  habits  are  ably  difplayed,  and 
the  honours  paid  to  his  memory  are 
properly  noticed.  Of  his  attain¬ 
ments  the  followingis  the  abftrad. 
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In  the  ftiort  fpace  of  forty  feven 
years,  by  the  exertion  of  rare  intel¬ 
lectual  talents,  he  acquired  a  know.* 
ledge  of  arts,  fciences  and  languages, 
which  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and 
fcarcely,  if  ever,  furpaffed.  If -he 
did  not  attain  the  critical  profi¬ 
ciency  of  a  Porfon  or  Parr  in  Gre¬ 
cian  literature  ;  yet  his  knowledge 
of  it  was  moft  extenfive  and  pro¬ 
found,  and  entitled  him  to  a  high 
rank  in  the  firft  clafs  of  fcho- 
lars;  while,  as  aphilologift,  he  could 
boaft  an  univerfality  in  which  he 
had  no  rival.  His  fkill  in  the 
idioms  of  India,  Per  ft  a,  and  Arabia, 
has  perhaps  never  been  equalled  by 
any  European ;  and  his  compofitions 
on  Oriental  fubjefts,  difplay  a  tafte 
which  we  feldom  find  in  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  thofe  who  had  preceded  him 
in  thefe  tra&s  of  Literature.  The 
language  of  Conftantinople  was  alfo 
familiar  to  him  ;  and  of  theChinefe 
characters  and  tongue,  he  had  learn¬ 
ed  enough  to  tranftate  an  ode  of 
Confucius.  In  the  modern  dialeCts 
of  Europe,  French,  Italian,  Spanifh, 
Portuguefe,  and  German,  he  was 
thoroughly  eonverfant,  and  had 
perufed  the  moft  admired  writers 
in  thofe  languages.  The  lift  might 
be  extended  by  fpecifying  other  di¬ 
alers  which  he  underftood,  but 
which  he  had  lefs  perfectly  ftudied  *. 


*  The  following  is  tranfcribed  from  a  paper  in  the  hand-writing  of  Sir  Williasa 
Jones : 

Languages. 

Eight  languages  ftudied  critically: 

Englifh,  Latin,  French,  Italian, 

Greek,  Arabic,  Perfian,  Sanfcrit. 

Eight  ftudied  lefs  perfectly,  but  all  intelligible  with  a  d’nftionary^ 

Spanifh,  Portuguele,  German,  Runick, 

Hebrew,  Bengali,  Hindi,  Turkiffi. 

Twelve  ftudied  leaft.perfedtly,  but  all  attainable  : 

Tibetian,  Pali,  PhaUvi,  Deri, 

Ruffian,  Syriac,  Ethiopic,  Coptic, 

VVeifh,  Swedifh,  Dutch,  Chinel'e. 

Twenty  eight  Language*. 

In  another  memorandum,  he  mention*  having  read  a  grammar  of  the  Ruffiaa  ri 
Welfh. 

But 
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But  mere  philology  was  never 
confidered  by  Sir  William  Jones 
as  the  end  of  his  ftudies,  nor  as 
any  thing  more  than  the  medium 
through  which  knowledge  was 
to-  be  i  acquired  ;  he  knew,  that 
(i  words  were  the  daughters  of 
earth,  and  things  the  fons  of  hea¬ 
ven,”  and  would  have  difdained 
the  character  of  a  mere  linguift. 
In  the  little  iketch  of  a  treatife  on 
Education,  which  has  been  inferred 
in  thefe  memoirs,  he  defcribes  the 
life  of  language,  and  the  neceffity 
of  acquiring  the  languages  of  thofe 
people  who  in  any  period  of  the 
world  have  been  diftinguifhed  by 
their  fuperior  knowledge,  in  order 
to  add  to  our  own  refearches  the 
accumulated  wifdom  of  all  ages 
and  nations.  Accordingly,  with 
the  keys  of  learning  in  his  poflfef- 
fion,  he  was  qualified  to  unlock 
the  literary  hoards  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  and  to  difplay  the 
treafures  depofited  in  them,  for 
the  ufe,  entertainment,  or  inftruc- 
tion  of  mankind.  In  the  courfe 
of  his  labours,  we  find  him  elu¬ 
cidating  the  lawsof  Athens,  India, 
and  Arabia  ;  comparing  the  phi- 
lofophy  of  the  Porch,  the  Lyceum, 
and  Academy,  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Sufis  and  Bramins ;  and,  by 
a  rare  combination  of  tafte  and 
erudition,  exhibiting  the  mytho¬ 
logical  fictions  of  the  Hindus  in 
ftrains  not  unworthy  the  fublimeft 
Grecian  bards.  In  the  eleven  dif- 
courfes  which  he  addrefled  to  the 
Afiatic  Society,  on  the  hiltory, 
civil  and  natural,  the  antiquities, 
arts,  fciences,  philofophy,  and  li¬ 
terature  of  Afia,  and  on  the  origin 
and  families  of  nations,  he  has 
difeuffed  the  fubjeCts  which  he 
profefled  to  explain,  with  a  per- 
fpicuity  which  delights  'and  in- 


ftruXs,  and  in  a  ftyle  which  never 
ceafes  to  pleafe,  where  his  argu¬ 
ments  may  not  always  convince. 
In  thefe  difquifitions,  he  has  more 
particularly  difplayedhis  profound 
Oriental  learning  in  illuftrating 
topics  of  great  importance  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind  ;  and  it  is 
much  to  be  lamented,  that  he  did 
not  live  to  revive  and  improve 
them  in  England,  with  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  accumulated  know¬ 
ledge  and  undifiurbed  leifure. 


Letters  written  by  the  late  Earl  of 
Chatham ,  to  his  hie  phew  Thomas 
Pitt ,  Efq.  ( afterwards  Lord  Ca- 
vielford )  then  at  Cambridge. 

THIS  very  fmall  volume  claims 
attention,  not  more  from  the 
exalted  rank  and  illuftrious  character 

of  the  nobleman  who  wrote  the 

<■ 

letters,  than  from  the  found  fenfe 
and  excellent  moral  and  focial  re¬ 
flexions  with  which  they  abound. 
It  derives  alfo  an  additional  in- 
tereft  from  being  edited  by  Lord 
Grenville,  who  in  his  preface 
makes  many  judicious  remarks  on 
the  letters,  and  particularly  on  the 
authors  recommended  by  Lord 
Chatham  to  his  nephew,  the  uti¬ 
lity  and  comparative  excellence  of 
many  of  which  are  fuperfeded  by 
the  productions  of  other  writers 
during  the  fifty  years  which  have 
elapfed  fince  the  earl  recommended 
them.  Lord  Grenville's  obferva- 
tions  on  two  diftinguifhed  Englifli 
writers  (hew  to  great  advantage 
the  acutenefs  and  accuracy  of  his 
mind. 

“  Some  early  impreflions,”  he 
fays,  <f  had  prepofiefled-  Lord 
Chatham's  mind  with  a  much 


more 
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more  favourable  opinion  of  the  po¬ 
litical  writings  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  than  he  might  himfelf  have 
retained  on  a  more  impartial  re- 
confideration.  To  a  reader  of  the 
prefent  day,  the  “  Remarks  on 
the  Hiftory  of  England5'  would 
probably  appear  but  ill  entitled  to 
the  praifes  which  are  in  thefe  let¬ 
ters  fo  liberally  bellowed  upon 
them.  For  himfelf,  at  lead,  the 
editor  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 
their  ftyle  is,  in  his  judgment, 
declamatory,  diffufe,  and  involved  : 
deficient  both  in  elegance  and  in 
precifion,  and  little  calculated  to 
fatisly  a  take  formed,  as  Lord 
Chatham’s  was,  on  the  pureft  mo¬ 
dels  of  claffic  limplicity.  Their 
matter  he  thinks  more  fubftantially 
defective  :  the  obfervations  which 
they  contain,  difplay  no  depth  of 
thought,  or  extent  of  knowledge  ; 
their  reafoning  is,  for  the  mod 
part,  trite  and  fuperficial  ;  while 
on  the  accuracy  with  which  the 
faffs  themfelves  are  reprefented  no 
reliance  can  fafely  be  placed.  The 
principles  and  character  of  their 
author  Lord  Chatham  himfelf  con¬ 
demns,  with  juft  reprobation. 
And  when,  in  addition  to  this 
general  cenfure,  he  admits,  that 
in  thefe  writings  the  truth  of  hif¬ 
tory  is  occasionally  warped,  and 
its  application  d'ftorted  for  party 
purpofes,  what  farther  notice  can 
be  wanted  of  the  caution  with 
which  fuch  a  book  mud  always  be 
regarded  ? 

Lord  Chatham  appears  to  have 
recommended  to  his  nephew,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  ftudy  of  a  very 
different  work,  the  hiftory  of  Cla¬ 
rendon  ;  but  he  fpeaks  with  fome 
diftruft  o'  the  integrity  of  that  va¬ 
luable  writer.  When  a  ftatefman 
traces,  far  the  inftru&ion  of  pof- 
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terity,  the  living  images  of  the 
men  and  manners  of  his  time  ;  the 
paftlons  by  which  he  has  himfelf 
been  agitated,  and  the  revolutions 
in  which  his  own  life  and  fortunes 
were  involved,  the  picture  will 
doubtlefs  retain  a  ftrong  impref- 
don  of  the  mind,  and  character, 
and  the  opinions  of  its  author. 
But  there  will  always  be  a  wide 
interval  between  the  bias  of  fin- 
cere  conviction  and  the  difhonefty 
of  intentional  mifreprefentation. 

Clarendon  was  unqueftionably  a 
lover  of  truth,  and  a  ftncere  friend 
to  the  free  conftitution  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  He  defended  that  conftitu- 
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tion  in  parliament,  with  zeal  and 
energy,  againft  the  encroachment 
of  prerogative,  and  concurred  in 
the  eftabiifhment  of  new  fecurities 
neceftary  for  its  protection.  He 
did  indeed,  when  thefe  had  been 
obtained,  oppole  with  equal  deter¬ 
mination  thofe  continnally  increaf- 
ing  demands  of  parliament,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  threaten  the 
exiftence  of  the  monarchy  itfelf : 
defirous,  if  poifible,  to  conciliate 
the  maintenance  of  public  liberty 
with  the  prefervation  of  domeftic 
peace,  and  to  turn  afide  from  his 
country  all  the  evils,  to  which 
thofe  demands  immediately  and 
manifeftly  tended. 

The  wifh  was  honourable  and 
virtuous,  but  it  was  already  be¬ 
come  impracticable.  The  pur¬ 
pofes  of  irreconcileable  ambition, 
entertained  by  both  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties,  were  utterly  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
mutual  confidence.  The  parlia¬ 
mentary  leaders  openly  grafped  at 
the  exclufive  pofteftion  of  all  civil 
and  ail  military  authority  :  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  perfidy 
with  which  the  king  had  violated 
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his  paft  engagements,  flill  rankled 
in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  whofe 
juft  fufpicions  of  his  fincerity  were 
continually  renewed  by  the  un« 
fteadinefs  of  his  conduct,  even  in 
the  very  moments  of  frefh  concef- 
fion  :  while,  amongft  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  community,  every 
circumftance  of  civil  injury  or  op- 
preflion  was  inflamed  and  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  utmoft  violence  of 
religious  animofity. 

In  this  unhappy  ftate  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  civil  war  could  no  lon¬ 
er  be  averted ;  but  the  miferies 
y  which  the  conteft  was  attended, 
and  the  military  tyranny  to  which 
it  fo  naturally  led,  juftified  all  the 
fears  of  thofe  who  had  from  the 
beginning  moll  dreaded  that  ter¬ 
rible  extremity. 

At  the  reftoration,  the  fame 
virtuous  ftatefman  prote&ed  the 
conftitution  againft  the  blind  or 
intereftedzeal  ofexcefllve  loyalty : 
and,  if  Monk  had  the  glory  of 
reftoring  the  monarchy  of  England, 
to  Clarendon  is  afcribed  the  merit 
of  re-eftablifhing  her  laws  and  li¬ 
berties.  A  fervice  no  lefs  advan- 

T 

tageous  to  the  crown  than  honour¬ 
able  to  himfelf ;  but  which  was 
numbered  among  the  chief  of  thofe 
offences  for  which  he  was  after¬ 
wards  abandoned,  facriflced,  and 
perfecuted  by  his  unfeeling,  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  profligate  mailer. 

Thefe  obfervations  refpe&ing 
one  of  the  moll  upright  characters 
of  our  hiftory,  are  here  delivered 
with  freedom,  though  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  oppofed  to  fo  high  an  autho¬ 
rity.  The  habit  of  forming  fuch 
opinions  for  ourfelves,  inftead  of 
receiving  them  from  others,  is  not 
the  leaft  among  the  advantages  of 
fuch  a  courfe  of  reading  and  re¬ 


flection  as  Lord  Chatham  reconu 
mends.  ** 

The  letters  of  Lord  Chatham  are 
twenty-two  in  number ;  all  breathe 
a  warm  affeftion  toward  the  rela¬ 
tive  to  whom  they  were  addrefled, 
and  in  many  the  fervid  and  manly 
genius  of  the  writer  breaks  forth, 
even  when  the  fubjeCt  would  have 
demanded  from  a  lefs  glowing 
mind  fcarcely  any  ftrength  of  ex- 
preflion.  On  the  fubjeCl  of  polite- 
nefs,  he  exhibits  in  a  ftriking 
manner,  the  difference  between 
himfelf  and  Lord  Chefterfield, 
whofe  writings  on  that  topic  were 
not  then  known  to  the  public. 
Lord  Chefterfield  makes  it  confift 
merely  in  aflumed  and  fuperficiai 
manners  ;  Lord  Chatham  founds  it 
on  the  bafls  of  the  virtues ;  taught 
by  Lord  Chefterfield  a  man  would, 
at  bell,  be  but  a  dilfembling  epi¬ 
cure  ;  under  the  inftru#ions  of 
Lord  Chatham,  the  graces  of  po- 
lifhed  life  are  acquired  in  aid  and 
ornament  of  the  humility  and  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  chriftian. 

He  fays,  ((  I  will  now,  my 
dear  nephew,  fay  a  few  things 
to  you  upon  a  matter  where  you 
have  furprifmgly  little  to  learn, 
confldering  you  have  feen  nothing 
but  Boconnock  ;  I  mean  behavi¬ 
our.  Behaviour  is  of  infinite  ad¬ 
vantage  or  prejudice  to  a  man,  as 
he  happens  to  have  formed  it  to  a 
graceful,  noble,  engaging  and  pro¬ 
per  manner,  or  to  a  vulgar,  coarfe, 
ill-bred,  or  awkward  and  ungen- 
teel  one.  Behaviour,  though  an 
external  thing,  which  feems  rather 
to  belong  to  the  body  than  to  the 
mind,  is  certainly  founded  in  con- 
fiderable  virtues  :  though  I  have 
known  inftances  of  good  men, 
with  fomething  very  revolting  and 
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©fFenfive  in  tlielr  manner  of  beha¬ 
viour,  efpecially  when  they  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  naturally  very 
awkward  and  un  gent  eel ;  and 
which  their  miftaken  friends  have 
helped  to  confirm  them  in,  by 
telling  them,  they  were  above  fuch 
trifles,  as  being  genteel,  dancing, 
fencing,  riding,  and  doing  all 
manly  exercifes,  with  grace  and 
vigour.  As  if  the  body,  becaufe 
inferior,  were  not  a  part  of  the 
compofition  of  man  :  and  the  pro¬ 
per,  eafy,  ready  and  graceful  ufe 
of  himfelf,  both  in  mind  and  limb, 
did  not  go  to  make  up  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  accomplished  man. 
You  are  in  no  danger  of  falling 
into  this  prepofterous  error  :  and 
I  had  a  great  pleafure  in  finding 
you,  when  I  firft  faw  you  in  Lon¬ 
don,  fo  well  difpofed  by  nature, 
and  fo  properly  attentive  to  make 
yourfelf  genteel  in  perfep,  and 
well  bred  in  behaviour#  I  am 
very  glad  you  have  taken  a  fenc¬ 
ing  mailer  :  that  exercife  will 
give  you  fome  manly,  firm,  and 
graceful  attitudes :  open  your  cheit, 
place  your  head  upright,  and 
plant,  you  well  upon  your  legs. 
As  to  the  ufe  of  the  fword,  it  is 
well  to  know  it  :  but  remember, 
my  deareft  nephew,  it  is  a  fcience 
of  defence  :  and  that  a  fword  can 
never  be  employed  by  the  hand  of 
a  man  of  virtue,  in  any  other 
caufe.  As  to  the  carriage  of  your 
perfon,  be  particularly  careful,  as 
you  are  tall  and  thin,  not  to  get  a 
habit  of  Hooping  ;  nothing  has  fo 
poor  a  look :  above  all  things, 
avoid  contracting  any  particular 
gefticulations  of  the  body,  or  move¬ 
ments  of  the  mufcles  of  the  face. 
It  is  rare  to  fee  in  any  one  a  grace¬ 
ful  laughter  ;  it  is  generally  bet¬ 
ter  to  fmile  than  laugh  out,  efpe- 
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daily  to  contract  a  habit  of  laugh¬ 
ing  at  fmall  or  no  jokes.  Some-, 
times  it  would  be  affeCtation,  0 1 
worfe,  mere  morofenefs,  not  10 
laugh  heartily,  when  the  truly  ru 
diculous  circumliances  of  an  inci* 
cident,  or  the  true  pleafantry  and 
wit  of  a  thing,  call  for  and  jultiff 
it  3  but  the  trick  of  laughing  fri- 
voloufly  is  by  all  means  to  be 
avoided  :  Rifu  inepto,  Res  ineptiof 
nulla  eft.  Now  as  to  politenefs  $ 
many  have  attempted  definitions 
of  it  :  I  believe  it  is  belt  to  be 
known  by  defcription,  definition 
not  being  able  to  comprife  it.  I 
would  however  venture  to  call  it* 
benevolence  in  trifles,  or  the  pre¬ 
ference  of  others  to  ourfelves  inf 
little  daily,  hourly,  occurrences 
in  the  commerce  of  life.  A  better 
place,  a  more  commodious  fea t* 
priority  in  being  helped  at  taible* 
fee.  what  is  it,  but  facrificing 
ourfelves  in  fuch  trifles  to  the  con¬ 
venience  and  pleafure  of  others  j? 
And  this  conftitutes  true  polite- 
nefs.  It  is  a  perpetual  attention* 
(by  habit  it  grows  eafy  and  na¬ 
tural  to  us),  to  the  little  wants  of 
thofe  we  are  with,  by  which  we 
either  prevent,  or  remove  them* 
Eowing,  ceremonious,  formal  cornu 
pliments,  ftiff  civilities,  will  never 
be  politenefs  :  that  mult  be  eafy^ 
natural,  unftudied,  manly,  noble. 
And  what  will  give  this,  but  a 
mind  benevolent  and  perpetually 
attentive  to  exert  that  amiable 
difpofition  in  trifles  towards  all 
you  converfc  and  live  with  ?  Be¬ 
nevolence  in  greater  matters  takes 
a  higher  name,  and  is  the  queen  of 
virtues.  Nothing  is  fo  incompa¬ 
tible  with  politenefs  as  any  trick, 
of  abfence  of  mind.  I  would  trou¬ 
ble  you  with  a  word  or  two  more 
upon  fome  branches  of  behaviour, 
’Series*  [*  L 1]  whick 
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which  have  a  more  ferious  moral 
obligation  in  them,  than  thole  of 
mere  politenefs;  which  are  equally 
Important  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 

1  mean  a  proper  behaviour,  adapted 
to  the  refpedfive  relations  we  hand 
in,  towards  the  different  ranks  ol 
fuperiors,  equals,  and 'inferiors. 
Let  your  behaviour  towards  fupe- 
fiors,  in  dignity,  age,  learning, 
or  any  diftinguifhed  excellence,  be 
full  of  refpeft,  deference  and  mo. 
defly.  Towards  equals,  nothing 
becomes  a  man  fo  weli  as  well  bred 
cafe,  polite  freedom,  generous 
franknefs,  manly  fpirir,  always 
tempered  with  gentlenefs  and 
fweetnefs  of  manner,  noble  ftn- 
cerity,  candour,,  and  opennefs  of 
heart,  qualified  and  reftrained 
within  the  bounds  of  difcretion 
and  prudence,  and  ever  limited  by 
a  facred  regard  to  fecrecy,  in  all 
things  entrufted  to  it,  and  an  in. 
violable  attachment  to  your  word. 
To  inferiors,  gentlenefs,  conde- 
fcenfion,  and  affability,  is  the  only 
dignity.  Toward  fervants,  never 
mccuftom  yourfelf  to  rough  and 
paffionate  language.  When  they 
are  good,  we  fhould  confider  them 
as  humiles  Amici,  as  fellow  chrif- 
tians,  ut  Confer vi ;  and  when  they 
are  bad,  pity,  admonilh,  and  part 
with  them  if  incorrigible.  On 
all  occafions  beware,  my  dear 
child,  of  anger,  that  demon,  that 
deftroyer  of  our  peace.  Ira  furor 
brevis  eft,  animum  rege  qui  nifi 
paret  Imperat,  hunc  frtenis  hunc 
to  cornpefce  catenis. 

It  would  be  in  j, aft  ice  to  the 
reader  to  withhold  from  him  the 
following  obfervations  of  this  great 
ft&tefman  and  true  patriot,  on  an 
axiom  which  many  have  fo  fool- 
Ifhljr  perverted  as  to  found  on  it 


doflrines  derogatory  to  the  love  of 
their  country. 

(c  I  like  extremely  the  account 
you  give  of  your  literary  life  ;  the 
reft  exions  you  make  upon  fonte 
Weft  Saxon  abtors  in  the  times  vou 
are  reading,  are  natural,  manly 
and  fenftble,  and  flow  from  a  heart 
that  will  make  you  far  fuperior  to 
any  of  them.  I  am  content  you 
fhould  be  interrupted  (provided 
the  interruption  be  not  long)  in  the 
courfe  of  your  reading,  by  de¬ 
claiming  in  defence  of  the  Thefts 
you  have  fo  wifely  c’nofento  main¬ 
tain.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  the 
affirmative  maxim,  Omne  folum 
farti  Patria  eft,  has  fupported  fome 
great  and  good  men  under  the  per¬ 
fections  of  faftion  and  party  in¬ 
juft  ice,  and  taught  them  to  prefer 
an  hofpitable  retreat  in  a  foreign 
land  to  an  unnatural  mother  coun¬ 
try.  Some  few  fuch  may  he  found 
in  ancient  times :  in  our  own 
country  alfo  fome  ;  fuch  were  Al¬ 
gernon  Sidney,  Ludlow  and  others. 
But  how  dangerous  it  is  to  truft: 
frail,  corrupt  man,  with  fuch  an 
aphorifm  !  What  fatal  cafuiftry 
is  it  big  with  !  How  many  a 
villain  might,  and  has,  malted 
himfelf  in  the  fayings  of  ancient 
illuftrious  exiles,  while  he  was,  in 
faff,  diffolving  all  the  neareft  and 
deareft  ties  that  hold  focieties  to¬ 
gether,  and  fpurning  at  all  laws 
divine  and  human  !  How  eafy  the 
tranfition  from  this  political  to 
fome  impious  ecclefiaftical  apho- 
rifms  !  If  all  foils  are  alike  to 
the  brave  and  virtuous,  fo  may  all 
churches  and  modes  of  worffiip ; 
that  is,  all  will  be  equally  neg- 
leHed  and  violated.  Inftead  of 
every  foil  being  his  country,  he 
will  have  no  o<pe  for  bis  country  * 
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H'e  will  be  the  forlorn  outcaft  df 
mankind.  Such  was  the  late 
Bolingbroke,  of  impious  me¬ 
mory.  ” 

The  laft  letter  but  two  exprefies 
the  joy  of  the  writer  on  the  birth 
of  a  child,  born  to  be  the  pride 
and  fhield  of  his  country  ;  the  il- 
luftrious  William  Pitt,  To  himj 
in  a  brief,  but  affectionate  letter, 
Lord  Grenville  dedicates  his  pub¬ 
lication  ;  but  it  is  melancholy  to 
refleCt,  that  the  revolution  of  po¬ 
litics  fhould  within  the  year  when 
thefe  letters  were  publifhed,  have 
placed  thefe  illuftrious  relations  in 
determined  and  perhaps  irrecon- 
cileabie  oppofltion  to  each  other. 


An  Account  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
containing  an  hiftorical  View  of 
its  original  Settlement  by  the 
Dutch ,  its  Capture  by  the  Britijh 
in  1795,  and  the  different  Policy 
purfuffd  there  by  the  Dutch  and 
Britijh  Governments .  Alfa  a  Sketch 
of  its  Geography ,  Productions,  the 
Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  In¬ 
habitants ,  if  c.  &c.  with  a  View 
tf  the  political  and  commercial 
Advantages  which  might  be  de¬ 
rived  from  its  PoJfeJJion  by  Great 
Britain .  By  Captain  Robert 
Ber rival ,  of  his  Majejiy's  Eigh¬ 
teenth,  or  Royal  Irijh  Regiment . 

HE  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is 
become,  on  every  account,  in- 
terefting  to  the  people  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  the  fervice  rendered  to 
politics,  hiffory  and  letters  by 
Captain  Percival  is  therefore  by  no 
means  inconfiderable*  The  higher 
gifts  and  more  fafeinating  graces 
of  the  writer  are  always  ornamen¬ 
tal,  but  they  are  not  elTentially 
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requifite  to  a  man  who  merely 
profefles  to  deferibe  and  relate  the 
objects  and  events  which  he  has 
feen  and  witneffed  p  but  Captain 
Percival  has  given  his  narrative 
and  obfervatious  in  a  clear,  manly 
manner,  and  a  vein  of  accurate 
remark  and  practical  good  fenfe 
runs  through  his  whole  work. 

His  means  of  information  were 
fufHcie.nt  for  his  purpofe.  The 
fliiip  on  board  which  he  was  enr 
barked  with  a  detachment  of  his 
regiment  deftined  for  the  Eaft  In- 
dies,  having  in  Anguft,  1796*  put 
into  Falfe  Bay  for  water  and  re~ 
frelhmentsj  was  detained  there 
nearly  two  months  by  one  of  the 
incidents  common  in  time  of  wrar. 
During  the  period  of  his  detention 
therq,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  and  examining  all  that  part  of 
the  country,  from  Falfe  Bay  and  the 
oppofi  te  coaft  of  Ho  t  ten  tot  Holland,, 
to  Table  Bay,  Cape  Town  and  its 
neighbourhood.  This  lie  was  the 
better  enabled  to  do,  as  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  19th  regiment,  to 
which  he  then  belonged,  was  part 
of  the  force  difembarked  at  Simon's 
Town,  and  which  marched  for  the 
defence  of  Cape  Town,  at  that 
critical  period  when  General  Craigs 
with  the  greateft  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  proceeded  to  Saldahna  Bay 
againft  the  Dutch  fleet  under  Ad¬ 
miral  Lucas,  which  put  in  there^ 
in  hopes  of  being  joined  by  a  French 
fquadron  from  the  Ifle  of  France,, 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  Boors 
and  colonifts  of  the  interior,  at¬ 
tempted  to  re- take  the  Cape  from 
the  Englifh.  In  this,  however,, 
they  were  difappointed  by  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  adivity  and  exertion 
of  Sir  James  Craig,  and  the  army 
under  his  command,  together  with 
the  unexpected  appearance  of  Ad- 
[*  L  1 3]  mirai 
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miral  Elphinflone,  (now  Lord 
Keith)  with  the  Englifh  fleet. 
When  returning  from  India  to 
Europe  in  1801,  on  account  of 
ill  health  contracted  while  on  fer- 
vice  there*  the  fb ip  in  which  the 
author  was  paflenger,  put  into  Ta¬ 
ble  Bay,  where  being  detained 
for  two  months,  the  author  had 
a  farther  opportunity  of  vifiting 
feveral  parts  of  the  country  east¬ 
ward  of  Cape  Town,  the  village? 
of  Stellenbofch,  Drakenftein,  and 
Swellendam  :  he  alfo  enlarged  his 
obfervations,  and  obtained  more 
particular  information  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  general,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  From  the  author  Js  refldence 
at  the  Cape  in  the  different  feafons 
of  the  year,  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  the  effects  refulting 
from  their’variations  both  to  agri¬ 
culture  and  commerce  ;  an  objedfc 
which  is  here  in  particular  of  the 
melt  effential  importance.  He  was 
alfo  enabled  to  afcertain  more  ac¬ 
curately  the  nature  of  the  climate, 
and  its  effedls  on  the  foil  and  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  country,  as  well 
as  to  examine  the  natural  produc¬ 
tions  of  each  feafon. 

The  author  begins  with  a  flight 
but  ufeful  account  of  the  fituation 
of  the  Cape,  the  origin  of  its 
names,  and  fome  particulars  of  its 
geography  and  the  navigation  in 
palling  it,  together  with  its  early 
hiftory  until  the  firffc  eftablifhment 
of  the  Dutch.  He  then  narrates  the 
conqueft  of  it  by  a  Britilh  force  in 
the  laft  war,  not  affefting  any 
ffrong  hiftorical  ftyle,  but  confin¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  the  Ample  form  of  a 
journal,  and  defcribing  Saldahna 
Bay,  and  other  places  to  which  he 
is  led  by  the  coarfe  of  the  expe¬ 
dition.  In  fubfequent  chapters, 
he  deferibes  Falfe  Bay*  and  other 


parts  of  the  colony,  leading  the 
reader  by  degrees  to  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  general  face  of  the 
country,  and  the  manners  and  cuf- 
foms  of  the  inhabitants,  both 
Dutch  and  African,  From  many- 
curious  particulars,  the  following 
account  of  the  mode  of  travelling 
in  this  country  is  feledled. 

i(  Strangers  will  find  convey¬ 
ances  very  dear,  and  difficult  to  be 
procured.  A  faddle  horfe  cannot 
be  hired  at  lefs  than  from  fix  to 
eight  rix -dollars,  a  paper  currency 
worth  four  Dutch  fchellings,  or 
about  three  Britilh  ;  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  hire  of  a  waggon  to  a  ft  ran¬ 
ger,  is  irom  twenty  to  thirty  rix- 
dollars,  and  even  fcarcely  to  be 
had  at  that  price.  A  heavy  fur-f, 
which  runs  all  along  this  fhore, 
proves  very  inconvenient  to  people 
travelling  in  waggons,  as  the 
heavy  loofe  fand,  which  is  but  a 
little  way  removed  fr*m  the  furf, 
renders  it  difficult  for  the  cattle  to 
draw  ;  the  waggon  muff  be  kept 
clofe  to  the  water’s  edge,  where 
the  fand  being  wetted  by  the  furf, 
is  more  folid,  and  capable  of  fuf- 
taining  the  weight  of  the  waggon. 
The  furf  often  rifes  above  the  nave 
of  the  wheels,  and  fometimes,  if 
not  dext.eroufly  avoided,  it  will 
rufh  into  the  body  of  the  waggon 
itfelf,  feeming  as  if  it  would  carry 
horfes,  paffengers,  and  all  into 
the  fea :  a  circumftance  which 
made  a  particular  imprefiion.on  my 
memory,  as  it  had  like  to  have 
happened  in  my  own  prefence  to 
the  late  General  Doyle  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Rofenhagen,  in  Auguff^ 

-  -<£  No  objeff  fooner  attra&s  the 
eye  of  a  ftranger  at  the  Cape  than 
thofe  waggons,  the  number  of 
cattle  yoked  to  them.,  the  uncom. 

moia 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


rr.cm  manner  in  which  they  are 
driven,  and  the  aftonifhimr  dex- 
ferity  ot  the  waggoners.  Thefe 
waggons  are  made  extremely  large 
and  ftrong;  all  great  journies  here 
are  undertaken  in  them  ;  and  for 
ftze  and  accommodation  they  may 
be  compared  to  travelling  houfes  ; 
while  the  very  uneven  and  Tugged 
roads  require  them  to  be  of  a  pe¬ 
culiar  conftruftion,  and  of  great 
folidity.  The  body  of  the  wag¬ 
gon  refts  on  a*n  axle  or  pole,  run¬ 
ning  length  wife  ;  below  it  is  not 
unlike  a  cOaCh,  except  that  the 
body  is  febflom  hung  on  fprings. 
The  waggons  are  made  broad,  to 
prevent  overturning,  for  they  are 
driven  over  rocks  and  declivities 
at  full  gallop,  as  it  is  a  principle 
with  the  drivers  never  to  {pare  the 
poor  cattle.  The  infide  is  toler¬ 
ably  roomy  and  fpaciom,  -with 
platforms'  and  benches,  which  are 
employed  for  fitting  on,  for  beck 
deads,  or  for  holding  goods.  At 
one  end  they  are  even  furnifhed 
with  a  place  for  cooking.  The 
fdes  are  conftrufied  with  ftrong; 
boards,  well  put  together,  and 
fecured  by  ftrong  pieces  of  wood, 
placed  perpendicularly.  The  roof 
is  formed  of  boards,  or  thick  fail 
cloth,  well  tarred,  to  keep  out 
rain.  The  Dutch  farmers  who 
inhabit  the  interior,  during  their 
long  journies  to  Cape  Town,  -en¬ 
tirely  live  in  thole  moving  habi¬ 
tations,  whilft  at  night,  or  when 
they  flop  to  bait  and  refrefh  their 
cattle,  their  flaves  find  flicker  un¬ 
der  the  waggon,  and  the  cattle 
quietly  graze  hard  by,  in  a  fpot 
that  has  been  pitched  upon  for  its 
herbage,  this  being  the  only  me¬ 
thod  of  procuring  provender  in  that 
country.  In  general  the  horfes 
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and  oxen  are  well  made,  ftrong 
and  very  fteady. 

u  The  clumfy  and  unwieldly 
appearance  of  the  vehicles,  the 
great  number  of  cattle  yoked  to 
them,  the  fury  with  which  they 
are  driven  along,  without  any 
regard  to  obftacles,  while  the  dri¬ 
vers,  with  their  immenfe  long 
whips,  are  conftanfly  urging  the 
fpeed  of  the  cattle,  and  dexter*, 
oufty  turning  the  waggons  fhort  at 
every  corner,  without  the  lead 
hefita  tion  or  dread,  prefent  alto- 
ther  a  fpecfacle  highly  novel  and 
inrereftinc. 

O 

“  From  four  to  ten  or  twelve 
pair  of  horfes  or  oxen  are  yoked  to 
one  Waggon.  The  horfes,  though 
a  fmall  race,  are  in  general  fpirired 
and  hardy  ;  they  do  a  great  deal 
of  work  on  little  food,  and  arc 
capable  of  enduring  great  fatigue. 
A  bunch  or  two, of  carrots  isfome- 
times  their  only  fuftenance  during 
a  long  journey.  Their  hoofs  be¬ 
ing  much  harder  than  thofe  of  the 
European  horfes,  they  are  not  in 
general  fhod  ;  and  when  they  are, 
it  is  only  on  the  fore  feet.  The 
Cape  horfes  are  not  fwift  travel¬ 
lers  ;  they  hardly  ever  exceed 
fourteen  hands  in  height,  and  on 
account  of  rhe  flies,  which  arc  ex¬ 
ceedingly  troublefome,  their  tails 
are  feldom  cut.  The  Dutch  never 
paid  any  attention  to  the  improv¬ 
ing  the  breed  of  horfes  ;  they 
fcarcely  ever  thought  of  introduc¬ 
ing  thofe  of  another  country  to 
crofs  the  breed  and  improve  the 
blood.  The  oxen  'are  ftrong, 
large,  and  honey,  though  rather 
of  an  awkward  fhape,  being  lank 
and  long-legged.  In  general  they 
are  yoked  both  by  the' horns  and' 
the  neck,  and  aflift  the  draught 
[*Llj]  with 
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with  their  heads  as  well  as  their 
bread  and  fhoulders. 

“  In  front  of  the  body  of  the 
waggon  there  is  a  bar  or  piece  of 
wood  for  a  feat,  like  that  placed 
before  our  hackney  coaches :  on 
this  two  of  their  (laves  fit,  and 
from  this  ftation  guide  a  long  team 
of  horfes  or  oxen.  One  pf  the 
Haves  holds  the  reins,  and  guides 
the  cattle,  whilft  the  other  fits 
befide  him  with  a  long  whip  that 
trails  on  the  ground  till  he  has 
©ccafon  to  ufe  it  on  the  cattle, 
which  he- does  with  both  his  hands. 
The  handle  of  this  prodigious 
whip  is  bamboe,  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  long,  and  is  fixed  to  a  thick 
leather  thong  of  buffalo  hide, 
rudely  planted,  and  of  an  equal 
length  with  the  handle,  with  a 
lafti  nearly  three  feet  long  attached 
to  the  extremity.  The  drivers 
are  fo  very  expert  in  the  ufe  of 
this  immenfe  whip,  which  to  an 
European  appears  To  un wieldly, 
that  they  can  touch  a  team  of  ten 
or  twelve  pair  of  cattle  in  any 
part  they  have  a  mind,  even  with 
the  certainty  of  hitting  a  fly  off 
any  of  the  animals.  Indeed  none 
of  our  Englifh  charioteers  can  at 
all  be  compared  to  them  in  fuch 
feats  of  dexterity.  When  they 
come  to  a  deep  place  of  the  road, 
or  deep  and  difficult  afcent,  they 
keep  cutting  and  fiafhing  amongft 
the  cattle  to  make  them  all  pqll 
together,  and  exert  their  ftrepgth 
equally.  By  this  means  the  ani¬ 
mals  will  draw  the  waggon  over 
the  moil  difficult  places,  even  rocks 
and  precipices,  whilft  the  fellow 
who  holds  the  reins,  equally  dex¬ 
terous  on  his  part,  will  guide 
them  over  in  complete  fafety. 

The  means  employed  to  ren. 


der  the  cattle  thus  manageable, 
are,  however,  revolting  to  huma* 
nity.  It  excites  not  only  com¬ 
panion  but  horror  to  fee  many  of 
thofe  unfortunate  beafts  cut  and 
mangled,  as  they  are,  in  various 
parts  of  the  body  ;  for  a  Dutch 
boor,  or  farmer,  if  he  finds  his 
cattle  lazy,  or  (lopping  from  fa¬ 
tigue,  or  where  they  meet  with 
obftacies  whiph  their  ftrength  can. 
not  eafily  furmount,  will  not  he- 
fitate  to  draw  out  his  great  knife 
and  fcore  their  flefh,  or  even  cut 
Dices  off  without  mercy.  Thefe 
wretched  animals  feem  indeed  to 
know  their  cruel  matter’s  inten¬ 
tions,  for  their  fear  and  agitation 
become  exceffive,  when  they  ob~ 
ferve  him  taking  out  this  inftru- 
ment,  and  rubbing  it  to  the  wag¬ 
gon,  as  if  making  it  ready  for  the 
purpofe  of  tormenting  them* 

“•  The  Daves  who  aft  as  their 
drivers  are  generally  termed  baaj . 
tards ,  being  a  mixture  of  Hot  ten-! 
tot  and  Caffree  or  Negro  ;  or  pro¬ 
duced  from  their  own  connection, 
with  a  female  Dave  ;  the  latter 
deriving  in  general  a  ftouter  make 
and  fairer  complexion  from  their 
parents.  This  race  intermarry 
among  themfelves,  and  from  being 
bred  up  in  their  matter’s  family 
from  their  infancy,  are  handy, 
docile  and  extremely  ufeful,  fpeak- 
ing  the  Dutch  language  as  well  a§ 
their  own. 

i(  When  thefe  drivers  appear 
puttiing  through  the  ttreets  of  Cape 
Town,  at  full  gallop,  and  turn¬ 
ing  from  one  ttreet  to  another, 
without  pulling  in,  even— where 
th4e  corners  are  extremely  narrow, 
which  is  generally  the  cafe,  a 
ft  ranger  ftops  Diort  with  a  mingled 
fenfation  of  wonder  and  anxiety, 
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dreading  every  moment  Tome  fatal 
confequences ;  which,  however, 
rarely  ever  happen.  The  drivers 
are  early  initiated  in  this  art  ;  for, 
while  as  yet  little  boys,  they  begin 
by  being  employed  to  guide  tire 
foremoft  pair,  when  a  long  team 
is  attached  to  a  waggon,  in  patting 
through  a  narrow  road.  In  many 
places  about  the  Cape,  thefe  roads 
are  merely  rocky  defiles  between 
the  hills,  or  narrow  paths  between 
ridges  of  fand.  On  coming  to  the 
entrance  of  thofe  narrow  places, 
they  give  notice  of  their  approach 
by  cracking  their  whips,  which 
they  do  with  fuch  a  loud  report  as 
jftuns  the  ears  of  a  ftranger.  This 
is  the  fignal  to  warn  any  other 
waggon  which  may  be  coming 
from  the  oppofite  quarter,  not  to 
enter  the  narrow  path  till  the  other 
has  cleared  it ;  for  if  they  were  to 
meet  there,  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  pafs  each  other. 
This  is  a  regulation  to  which  they 
ftridly  adhere,  and  a  very  heavy 
penalty  is  attached  to  the  breach 
of  it,  as  the  inconvenience  arifing 
thence  would  be  extreme  ;  one  of 
the  waggons  would  require  to  be 
completely  unloaded,  and  the  paf. 
fage  would  thus  perhaps  be  flopped 
np  againft:  all  intercourfe,  probably 
for  feveral  hours. 

Every  waggon  is  provided  with 
flrong  chains,  or  drags,  like  thofe 
ufed  by  our  mail  coaches,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  overturned  in 
going  down  the  precipices  and 
fteeps.  Sometimes  they  are  obliged 
to  drag  all  the  four  wheels,  and 
have  for  this  purpofe  a  machine 
which  they  call  a  lock -(hoe,  being 
a  kind  of  fledge  or  trough  {hod 
with  iron,  into  which  the  wheels 
are  fet.  This  prevents  -the  wag¬ 
gon  from  running  down  the  cattle, 
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and  certainly  is  very  ingenious  in 
the  invention.  The  cattle  are  ge¬ 
nerally  placed  in  the  team  fo  as  to 
draw  by  the  {boulders,  a  bow  or 
yoke  of  wood  being  put  on  each, 
and  fattened  by  pegs,  through 
which  holes  or  notches  are  made 
to  admit  the  harnefs.  The  yoke 
of  the  hind  pair  is  fattened  to  the 
pole  of  the  waggon,  and  thofe  of 
the  rett  have  a  ftrap  or  chain,  run¬ 
ning  along  the  yokes  of  each  pair, 
and  carried  to  the  head,  where  it 
is  fattened  to  the  horns.  Their 
bellies  and  hinder  parts  are  left  at* 
liberty,  which  gives  them  room 
to  move  about  in  the  waggons, 
and  appears  to  render  the  draught 
eafier  to  them.  The  principal 
guidance  of  the  waggon  depends 
on  the  foremoft  pair,  which  are 
generally  the  beft  trained,  other- 
wife  they  might  trample  down  the 
little  Hottentot  boys,  who  ufually 
run  before,  and  guide  them  by  a 
kind  of  bridle  or  cord  patted 
through  the  noftrils.  It  forne- 
times  happens  that  thefe  little 
wretches  are  thrown  down  and 
trodden  to  death,  before  the  cattle 
can  be  flopped.  The  attachment 
of  the  animals  to  their  little 
leaders  is  very  great,  and  fome- 
times  you  will  fee  them  look  about 
for  them,  and  keep  bellowing  and 
uneafy  till  they  come  to  their 
heads.  The  cattle  are  under  great 
command,  and  will  readily  obey 
the  flighteft  word  from  their  dri- 
vers  ;  on  being  called  to  by  name 
individually,  they  will  increafe  their 
efforts,  and  draw  together,  even 
without  the  employment  of  the 
whip.” 

In  another  part  of  this  volume 
the  reader  will  find  an  account  of 
the  Hottentots,  extrafted  from 
Mr.  PercivaPs  work,  containing  a 
[  *  L  1  4]  <Jefcriptiqn 
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defcription  moll:  difgraceful  to  the 
Dutch,  and  afflifting  to  humanity. 
The  public  inftitutions  of  the 
Dutch,  their  manners  and  their 
ihy le  of  living,  are  fairly  pour- 
trayed,  and  with  apparent  exact* 
nefs  and  fidelity.  Attention  has 
alfo  been  paid  to  the  animal  and 
vegetable  produftions  of  the  place, 
and  although  the  author  does  not 
add  much  to  the  knowledge  of 
Natural  hillory  already  given  to 
the  public,  his  obfervations  on  ihe 
vineyards,  cattle,  and  other  ufeful 
and  domeftic  productions,  are  of 


great  value.  The  whole  work 
difplays,  to  the  aflonifhment  of 
the  reader,  a  view  of  a  very  fine 
country,  abounding  with  all  the 
ble’ffings  of  nature,  rendered  com* 
paratively  ufelefs  by  the  ftupid 
feififhnefs  and  brutal  avarice  of  the 
coloniffs.  Captain  Percival,  in 
difplaying  thefe  circumftances,  of¬ 
fers  many  judicious  obfervations 
on  the  means  of  meliorating  the 
general  date  of  the  place,  and 
rendering  it  eminently  ufeful  tp 
Great  gritain? 
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Battle  of  Ally  Ghur;  Capture  of  the  Fort  of  that  Name;  Monfieur 
Perron  quits  the  Service  of  Scindiah,  and  is  allowed  to  retire  through  the 
Britifi  Dominions  ;  Battle  near  Delhi;  General  Lake  waits  on,  liberates, 
and  confiles  the  Emperor  Shah  Allum  ;  his  deplorable  Condition .  Pro¬ 
ceedings  ojt  a  Divifon  under  colonel  Powell;  the  Enemy  driven  from 
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diah  again  propofes  Reace  ;  his  Treachery  ;  Battle  of  Argaum  ;  Capture 
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Ceylon ,  which  they  capture  without  Rcfjlance ;  depofi  the  King ,  and 
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the  Engl ff,  and  contrary  to  a  Capitulation,  murdered  them;  the  other 
Garrifins  faved.  The  King  of  Candy  invades  the  Brit  iff  Settlements  ; 
kut Reinforcements  arriving,  he  is  repulfid ;  Tranquillity  refiored.  [2  z 
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